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One Sunday abcut a month ago during
my summer assistantship I was asked to

While Szptember is not the customary
time for a "state of the union" message,

teach a Sunday School class, and the lesson events in the life of the student body

which happened tc fall on that Sunday in
the text they were using concerned the
Christian'’s view of race rclations. To
bring up to date the out.dated lesson
material, I began the session with 2 dis-
cussion of the LCA statement on race made
at the Pittsburgh convention; "Who knows
what the Lutheran Church has recently said
on race relations, and what do you think
of it?" I asked. One man answcred imme-
diately, "We all know, and we think it
stinks!" The man continued by cxpounding
his distorted views of what hc thought
the church had said, and although I'm
surc he didn't express the unanimous
opinion of the class, he had cenough force
of presentation to stiflc and thoughts of
reply by the others,

This man's feelings do not represcnt
an isolated vicwpoint. HMany people arc
genuinely disturbed by the convention's
statement on race, especially the section
having to do with civil discbedience. be-
lieving that the church is opsnly con-
doning lawlessness and consequently ir-
responsibility. We as seminarians and
professors will moect this opinion rc-
peatedly whenever we leave "the hill" and
enter into the layman's world where our
opinions will be scught after as authori-
tative. How arc¢ wc to answerf?

Several points deserve consideration
with regard to the church's statement.
(1) To make no statement at this time
would be a disastercus evasion of issues,
for other Church bodies are taking various
stands, cf. the National Baptist' presi-
dent's statement in this week's Time,
that no-onc has the right to "™reak any
law, cven if it is morally wrong.” (2)

To make a statement that Christians may
disobey a law which is contrary to the
demands of their conscicnce is merely to
reaffim a principle which has governed
the actions of men since the Biblical time
of the prophets and the apostles to the
modern age of totalitarian states. When

I countered the statement of the man in
the Sunday School class with the obsoer-
vation that to climb the Berlin Wall is as

( Cond'y p. &0

during the past weck call for our revicw.

The orientation program is now in the
past, and the Junior class his settled back
and is being kept busy with Karl Barth.
Those of us who comprised the orientation
comnittee, both student and faculty, wish
to thank all those who helped, participated
or contributed to the 1964 orientation
program,

Could we possibly hope that Chapel
attendance will rem2in as it has been
for the remainder of the year? Chapel
services and attendance have been ex-
cellent. There can be no greater inspir-
ation than secing a good percentage of
the student body and faculty worshipping
togethar cach day.

"Table Talk" has appeared as the
official news reporter of the student body.
Jim Mummaert has given many hours of his
time for this publication--give him your
support by contributing articles, news,
reactions, ctc.

iActivity is also scen in each of the

Student' dssociation's standing committecs:

athletics, Ecumenics, Lecture, Missions,
Retreat, Social, and Worship. Won't you
help to make this a successful Student
association year by giving a fraction of
your time for the benefit of the entire
community.

Stan Trout, President

Student idssociation

TOUCH FOOTB.LL PROGR\i ANNOUNCZD

Once 2again the intramural football
season herc at Seminary is with us. The
past few days have seen the respective
teams preparing for this annual activity.
It has becn intercsting to ncte that the
Junior class has shown unusual intcrest
this year and appears to be ready to mnke
things rough for the Middlers and Secniors.
The schedule begins on Wednesday. Sept.
16. Two games have been scheduled for
each weck on Mondays and Wednesdays. It
is desired that the games will be played
at these times for the sake of convenience.
However, if conflicts do arisse, it is

(Cond't p. 3)




2. FEATURE EDITCRIAL

I sat through the wl.ole circus
with confounded logic ~nd only
laughed occasionzlly through my
r.ausea.,
(for which good fortune I am thanlk-
ful). However, the prelude of the
political conventions has sung 1its
threetening theme, and the campaign
ahead no doubt will develop a fugue
of discordsnt tenezs to the tiieo-
logically sensitive ear. Our musings
here will be little noted (believe

After all, it ies my country
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This newsletter foeds upon the in-
tolligent contributicns cf all members of
the scminary community. The paper will

me!) but the roar of simple rhetoriclt appesr wookly upon the sole desire of

may well haunt our churches for
years. Do you want to iincw where
theological underst-nding in Americ
stands? Well listen corefully this
Fall beceouse politicians delicately
tap out the pulee of mass America.
Dirkesen's irresponsitle uze of Bib-
lical pacsseges, the cften heard ap-
peal and cpen eyed prayer to "God"
that came from the lips of many of
those plztform elevated men are not
finally comical tut threztening.

The gceeds of our theologicel problems

in the parishes ere belns deeply
sown,

Three specific reflections:
"Extremism in the ccuse of liberty
is no vice; moder~tion in the cause
of Justice is no virtue."
solid but sinkes in the sande of
ambiguity. Most, if rot all, "ex-

tremism" works two=ird the establlsh~_ _ . . r_"Put Life_inty yoyur Fugeral’_
ment of ite own freedom of exlstence evident that 2 resurrection of the Social

and/or ccntrol. As Christians -

It sounds

the 2ditors to publish on a predetermined
basis. Henceforeward, therefore, this

gPaper may not appear when professors call

our bluff 2nd put our minds to the good
fight of ignorance vs. wisdom . e would
hope, hovever, that when thess challenging
moments flip our way the professors and
administrative staff would contribute
axtra constructive bits of info for our

SUGGESTIONS FOR FORUM DISCUSSIONS

( See Dr. Jordahl's article )
Church-State relations
Theology and Politics
The Lord's Supper
Commercinlism and LC.
Congrecgational Calls
Prayer 2and Jorship
Trials and Tribulations
Student-Frculty-Syno? Relationships
The .merican Way of Deadly Funerls

Gospel could again become a temptation

existing in Amcrica let uc not smdkewithin the ranks of anxious Christianity.

the opium of "liberty" but rather
seelr the content of our existernce

within the comiunity existerxt through
sustoined

the crertive ~ction of God
in love. - Juetice? Can there be any
real Justice 1n our comnlex soclety
that does not grow out of the scil
of moderation? Pernaps both libverty
and Jjustice venish when they become
equated witr the deals
of finlte men anc thelr exclusive
pocssession. The doctrines cf Cre~
ation »nd the Fall certiinly have
vital things to say at thie point.
Beware the "Grest Society".
Although no doubt the finitucde of
man's efforts sné the frustration
of his constructed morality meay be
iglven initiel node, it is becoming

Cond't bottom of next column,

0of one grouprarely voluntarily laid open to the world.

Finally, it would seem to me that
frristian theologians would be cautious
concerning the appeals to local and
individual responsibility and control.
Certainly the Civil Rights issue is
§howing us the necessity of legislation
in our society for the effective mani-
festation cf what would appear to be the
right. The righteous heart of man is

The plea against federal legislation in
these areas would seem to be a political
and a theological mis-apprehension.
F.R. (with gratitude for the stimulation
of Richard Wentz).

CCNGRATUL.TIONS to the Carl Franklin
family on thc arrival of their first-
born child - 2 daughter. This past
Sunday was the long-awaitzd day of
blessing and joy.




POLITICS AND THE PULPIT

To preach or not to preach to our
present political predicament-that is the
question. Seminarians have thc same rc-
sponsibility to educate themsclves along
political lines just as tlosec of other
callings, but snould they in their unique
rolc as preacher cxpress a prefercence for
a political party or exegcte a Biblical
passage that wouvld be faverable to a parti-
cular political pecrsucsion?

In as much as there can be no "pat"
answers to the problam at hand. we do
feel strongly that whilc tho preacher
should make it his business to soak up
nuggets of wisdom in politics (as well as
practically all arcas of life), hc should
not abuse tho pulpit or congregation by
presenting a2 topiczl sermon comparing
Goldwater and Johnscr (for instance).

Woe do highly rccommend, however,
that if the pastor 2s precacher wishes to
Tturn topical for just a bit of varicty
this fall, he should cnccurage his fellow-
Christians to read further than the head-
lines and beyond campaizn pamphists in
order to come to some intclligent ex-
planaticn of the vote they shall cast in
November.

3.
breath to hear ner 2nnounce her ignorance
by declarinz in no uncerrz2in terms that
Mr. Smith is much better qualified than
that Jones fellow to hold a political of-
fice, etec., ctc.

Women (and men) like this we should
either keep from the polls by sponsoring
an all-day, baby.booty sewing fair on
election day or we should inspire them te
read as nmuch as possiblc about the issues
and candidates beforc us. Although the
former suggestion would be easier (and
provide a few chucks - especially when the
women would come home in the evening to find
that the nation went ts the polls that day),
the latter suggesticn, in spite of the g
grecat odds against us, would be a noble
task.

If wec adopted this apprcach, I doubt
that we would be guilty of abusing the in-
tonded purposc of the pulpit. A sermon
of this nature would preabably be topical,
and if we prescited onc of these this fall,
tho textual scmmons should occupy the re-
maindgp of our preaching program and thus
keep us away from Lyndon and Barry.

J.A.M.

Touch Football -(Cond't frcm page 1.)
permissible to reschedule gamcs with the

If we may borrow a few objoctives from 2€reement of the two teams involved.

the Parish £dmcation curriculum. wo should
emphasize that everyman should (L) edu.
cate himself about the political issues at
stake today, (2) maintain a proper atti-
tude toward the whole question of politics
and its value in our sacisty, and (3)
deliberately plan ccrtain patterns of
action - ono of which is tc vote in Nov.
(as well as at any zlection,)

Taking this approich. we shouldn't
be tempted to "take sides® in the pulpit,
nor will we make th:z grave crror cof simply
encouraging people to “register 2rd votc."
It appears that the casting of a vote has
becn clevated to a status symbel, or that
it has become cne 2f thesc mechanical pro-
cedures that "everybedy is doing, " »r moreo
simply, it has becomc 2n e¢nd in itsclf.
The question we might posc is,'"When are
the american peorple going to realize that
voting is something that requires and
implioss by its very raturec great study and
preparation, and that to vote is simply
one of many steps involved in soif-edu.-
cation and participation in the political
arcanal"

Indeed, it is disgusting to hear a
woman (to select a vulnerable subject) say,
"politics i? all bunk’ and in the next

Cond"t top of next column.

Of additional intcrest in this foct-
ball season is the fact that our Seminary
has made tentative arrangements to play
1gainst a team from Mt. ..iry Semin-ary.
411 that remains to be dene is finali-
zation cf dates. It is hoped that two
meetings can be arranged, onc here and
cne 2t Philadelphia. This, of course,
offers the additional possibilitics of
communication and fellowship with their
stulent body - or,2t least - a part of 1i:.

FOOTR\.LL SCHEZDULZ
( 411 games ®cgin at 4:15)
Jed. Sept. 16 - Juniors vs. Seniors
Mon. Sept. 21 - Seniors vs. Middlers
le'l. Sept. 23 - liddaiers vs. Juniors
Mon. Sgpt. 23 - Seniors vs. Juniors
Ned. Sept. 30 - Middlers vs. Seniors
rion. Oct. 5§ - Junicrs vs. Middlers

rred Eichner
ithletic Chairmman

CL.SSROOM BELLY L.UGH

Prof. Hefner said in all seriousness:
"This course (Christian Sthics) is Lo de-
velop into 2 love ~ffair - between you and
your books."



Thursday

"Let tho words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be accept=ble in thy
sight, O lord, my rock znd my rede=zmer. (Psalm 19:14)
used to address the Seminary community at the first celebration of the Sacrament of

the altar in this academic year.

The key note of the sermon was "acceptability."

SUMMARY OF DR. HZIG7ZS' OPENING SERVICE .\ND COMMUNICGN MEDITATION

Sept. 10, 1964

This is the toxt Dr. Helges

It was applicd on three levels,

(1) God's acceptance of man, (2) man's acceptance of his follow mian, and (3) man's

acccptance of himsclf.

Acceptability was described as "one of the most persistent

and poignant concerns of the human hecart" and was applicd directly to thc Sceminary

comnunity.
as a qualified studcnt docs not necessarily
community.

Tho peint was made that acceptance of the individual into tho community

mean that he will be accepted by the

after two examples of acceptance from the 0ld Testament, Dr. Heiges pointed out
that the longing of man fer acceptance by others and by himsclf is made pcssible only
becausc of God's acceptance of c2cn of us through the good news of Jesus Christ. By
Baptism we cnter the fold and by tho Sacrament of the [ltar we are sustained and
strengthened in mutual fellowship by communion with God.

With a vivid example of the inatility
of two students to accept onc anothor, tha
potcntial problem of our Christian ccm-
munity to accept its own constitucnts as
brothers and sisters "in Christ" was con-
sidcred. The statocmont was made that onc
docs not nced to agrec with cverything that
a person says in order to accepi him as 2
fellow-worker for Christ. Only God's ac..
ceptance of us is complcte; ours can only
be limited. Because Ged's is the only
perfect and definitive acceptance, it be-
hooves cach of us to allow a margin of
gracc in our accecptance of cnc ~ncther.

Finally, as each rerson participates
in the Sacrament of the altar, he acknow-
lcdges his shabby sonship and places his
confidence in the prcmisc of his accept-
ance by God that will not be broken: 2an
acceptance that enables cach of us to
love one another in tais lifc together.

By Robert J. Richards

———— —— - — o — e -

SPOT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Don't forget the lecturc scheduled
for Octeber 21 which will feature
Dr. %ddy asirvathem, cf Jabalpur
University, India,

Dr. Hoiges must be given credit for
having concluded his 1358 - Knubecl-
Miller Lectures with the "Said Who'
quote of last weck.

Dr. Folkemer and Cr. Gritsch will
lcad the community in worship on
Monday and Thursday, Scpt. 21 and 24,
respectively.

PRESIDENT HEIGES' IN.\UGURATION REVE.LED

Mr. Kauffman of the Lutheran Thec-
logical Seminary (Philaciclphia) has an-
nounced that Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, LCA
prcsident, will be thz spcaker for the
inauguration of Dr. Dcnald R. Heiges,
President of the Lutheran Theological
Sominary (Gettysburg), on October 21,1964
at 2:00 p.m.

The Gettysburg Seminary Community
will not bo invited to ttis cvent, in as
much as the chapcl currently used by the
Mt. uiry Seminary personncl would be too
sni2ll even if our own faculty werc invited.
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SPOT  ..NNOUNCEMENTS

Dr. Bertha Paulssen will be rcturning
to her heme from ner tour through
Buropc cn Scptember 25, 1964. The
upncrclassmen know her as the past
pr-fessor in the department of Psycho-
logy and Sociology.

Mr. Russcll Caompboll was honored
Thursday aftcrnoon, Scptcbmer 17,
1964, with 2 surprisc birthday party.
This pnrty was held in the newly rc-
dzcoratedl coffee shop.

The Junior Class will cncounter a
Group Work Institutc on Scptember 25,
26, and 27,

The Gottysburg Seminary faculity and
wives will cntertain their Mi. Jiry
counterparts on October 3.



ce Rclations (Cond't from page 1)

much a casc of civil disobedicncc as zn-
gaging in a racial demonstration, hec 2greed
saying, "Yes, but they're doing that for
freedom." It's ironical tiat he chose the
samc word which has become the watchwora

of the civil rights movement. (3) The stand
which the convention took is not new in
Intheranism but is merely a re-statcment of
what is said in article XVI of the ..ugsburg
Confession. (&) The statement includes
definitely stated limitations which in cf-
feet outlaw Christian participaticn im
spur-of-thc-moment demonstrations without
first socking legal rccoursc or in rcits

of any kind.

But peoplec will not lect you talk in

such abstractions. If your going to dis-
cuss the oropricty cf the sit-it or picket
linc, you've got to be recady for the in-
¢cvitable question, "That's fine, but would
vou do it?" 4und I think with rcgard to
civil disobedicnece the ¢nly answer we as
Christians can make, at thc acknowledged
isk of being accused of straddiing the
issuc, is to say that it depends on the
situation. Tho church's statemcnt says that
we will cngage in civil disobedience in any
instance only "after carnestly sccking the
counscl of fellow Christians and the will
cf God in praycri" This docs not mcan

i SENSE OF DUTY

", Scnsc of duty pursucs us cver.
It is omniprescnt, like the Deity.
If we take to cursclves thec wings
of the morming, and dwell in the
uttemiost parts of the sea, duty
performed cor duty violated is still
with us, for our happiness or our
miscrics. If we say thc darknecss
shall cover us, in the darkness as
in the light our obligations are
yct with us." - From firgument on
the Murder of Captain White. 1830

These all-toc-precise words of Danicl
Webster take cn monumental staturc for us
of tho Seminary community in its contem-
rcrary sctting. The cailing we have 2c-
cepted, the life to which we have dedicatea
cursclves, requires us to alsc don the
mantle of responsibility, the garb of duty.
For those of us beginning our Seminary
lives the 2cquittal of such an obligation
is just beginning to take definite shapc
in our system of values. For thosc now
preparing to sever day.to-day connecctions
with the school, such 2 responsibility
must now become a2 reality if one is to
fulfill the role of pastor.

No closer cxample of this rcspen-
sibility can be found than the fast ap-

that we will approach cvery casc of injustice proaching national clections to illustrate

with a precconceived plzn of action based
on a sct of idealistic principles, but
rather that we will weigh the particular
circumstances in e¢ach case. Neither must
wc, as was breught out at the convention,
e ready to accusc others of tlasphomy, but
rather as St. Paul said,"Seek to rostorc...
{them) in the spirit of gontleness." Just
a s our Luthcran htritage tells us that
there is 22 time for civil disckbedience, so
it also tells us that there is 1 time to
cndure injustice temporarily in tho interest
of Christian love. Luthcr's vicws on re-
ferming the abuses of the Lord's Supper are
not inappropri=a.tc here: "Zou must not throw
these weak conscicnocs into confusicn, but
bear with them and instruct them!"."It is
still too carly to begin this practico,
because tho couscicnce of the pcople will
ot follow me until it has been preached
«nd understood bettcr.”

So the church's statiment really Aocs
iittle more than anncunc: that we arc cone
cerned Christians ma2king the only legiti-
matc answer to a problem of our time. It
condemns ncither the onc¢ who practices civil

disobedience not the cne who refrains from
(Cond't bottom next column)

c

this bounden duty, fer this event must

(Cond't on page 6) --
It. “There havc always boen threc kinds
of men; those who feel compolled to act
pointedly in the facc of any wrong, thosec
who can cndurc wrong with the inncr frec-
dom of knowing that their cousc is just
and will graduzlly prevail, and thosc who
closc their cycs 2nd ignorec injustice.
Tnc Pittsburgh convention's statement on
race and civil disobedicnce recognizes
the rightful placc of the first two, an?
r:pulintes the third positicn. Luther,
whilc somotimes 21vocating delayed action
in reforms, never advocated delaying to
statc your ocint. "Preach on thc subject
with confidence,”" Luther said, and this is
what the church h:is begun at Pittsburgh.
It's now our jeb to continuc, cach in his
own way. By Richard Gracfe

%ditor's note: ‘We aro thankful
for Dick's purceptive article and we
welceme critical cevaluation of it
from any member of our community.

We are also thankful for Dick's in-
sight in contributing thc name "Table
Talk" for our newslectter.




WOTS NEWS

The 1964.65 WOTS ( Weaen of Llis Som-
inary) bsgan on Wednesdsy cvening in fine
stylc. Following devotions and 2 businecss
meceting, Judy Turley let thc group in "get
acquainted" games. The 2ttendance was cne
of the best in the history of WOTS as 41
wives of students anl faculty and scveral
womon students participatel in the evening
of fun.

Plans for futurc mecetinzs were dis-
cussed and it was announc»>d that on Scpt.
30th the faculty wiwves will ontertain and
we will hear a pancl discuss "BEntertaining
in thc Parsonage." In October we plan to
"blow the lout" as the wives invite their
husbands to an cvening cut--dinncr, a
play and socializing. Thec dctails for
this trip will be anmncunced later.

Let's keep us the enthusiasm and WOTS
will serve you with 2 rich full program
and we will make thc job of "Putting
Hubby Through" an onwojablc expericnce.

a. et e al

QUOTES from the "Intrcduction'" tc MOBODY
KNOWS Y NAMZI bty Jamcs Baldwin.

"Tn .morica, the coler of my skin
had stood between nysclf and me; in Eumonc,
that barricr was down. Lothing is more
desirable than to be rcleascd from an

affliction, but nothing is morc frightaning

than to be divested of a crutch.”" .......
"It would scem, unless one looks more
decply at the phencmcnon, that most people
arc ablc to deludec thecmsclves and get
through their lives quitc happily. Eut
I still believe that the unexamined 1lifc
is not _

_ . worth living: and 1
know that sclf~-delusion, in the service
of no matter what small or lofty cause, is
a price no writer cin afford. His sub-
ject is himsclf and the world and it re-
quires overy ounce of stamina ha can
summon to attempt to lock on himscl? and
the world as tkey arc.”" Sec pp. 1ll-12.

i Sensc of Duty
{Coni't from paic 5)

surcly intertwine the threads of previous
sccular expericnces with those of our
theological cducation. Just as the busi-
ncssman must continually adjust his
mcthods to keep atreast of the times,
the minister must gear his preaching and
teaching to the world in which he lives
2nd works. He must show by word and deccd
that Christians are bound by their very
cxistence on this earth to be a part of
the socicty in which they live. In tnc
forthcoming clection montioned above, in
past clections, and in those to oome no
mini stcr has been granted the authority
to uss tne influcnce »f his office in any
attompt to sway voters in his congregation
tcward a partizular candidate. However,
it is his rcsponsibility, nay, his obli-
gation, to direct his flock tcward in-
tclligent contanplation of men and issues.
Jercin lies the nucleus of the pastor's
duty of rclating Christianity to the sc-
cular institution of representative
govermment. If he is to attempt to in-
still in his listcners 2 Christian con-
scientiousness toward worldly affairs, his
only function in such an cndeaver is to
prcach to them diligzecnt study of the issues,
unbiased rofloctions on thesc issucs, and
choosing that which they then feel is just.
By. R.O.S.

The open space below is for your
benefit for here you can doodle, writc
reactions te the articles above, and

outlinc the articlc that you will

sutmit to the editors.






