m % News and Views W Studmt :Boayl'o Th _chmm
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. : -f;'\\

Vol. 1 No, 12 | January 20, 1965

A PARISH INTERNSHIP ; -

The intern program is a part of the learning—prorteéss that we par-
ticipate in as seminarians. This principle is apparent in such intern
programs as that of the Inner Mission or the campus ninistry. -Uhile
it may be less aprarent in regard to the parish internship it 1s no .
less true. The intern does not enter into a parish situation in order
to set right all that he thinks is wrong or to revitalize what he may
feel is a lagzing program., If he fulfills his role properly the oppor-
tunity may present itself for him tc make some changes that he feels
are necessary. But the first rcle of an intern in the parish is to be
a learner.

The Parish prozram is not a duplication of the junior field work
program, Participating in the life of a congregation only one day of
the week provides a very limited opportunity to observe and participate
in the life of the parish in any denth. The parish intern program does
provide such a situation, There are many areas and levels where the
intern can enter as a learner.,

My internship at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Carlisle, Pa. was
a valuable part of my seminary education. It exposed me to various
levels of church life and activity. I had to deal with the church as
an institution. 8t. Paul's is a large congregation. It cannot func-
tion without some organized program. As the intern I was called upon
as a part c¢f the ministry to the congrezaticn to maintain and renew
this crganization. Church Council meetings were a part of my mcnthly
routine. I was pernitted a voice in all council meetings and found
that the men comvrising the council with which I worlred for my fifteen
months were sensible, dedicated men., They were open to icdeas that I
brought to them, especially thcse havinz to do with the ycuth program
of the congrezation.

The internship requirements ef the seminary provide for one area
in which the intern carries full resonsibility. I was in charge of
the youth program. It consisted of a Luther League organization and a
Saturday Night Cpen House which was onen to the community. This area
of my work was one of the most enjoyable and educational. Here I met
and worked with young pecple vho were arxious to take a responsible
part in their church. It was a challenge to meet this need, for these
young people were looking for responsible roles, not just token partic-
ipation. This was indeed a learning experience, for though I arrived
at very few answers in meeting this need I have become acutely aware of
the inadequacies of the traditional youth preogram in this respect.

In addition to these duties I also taught several Sunday School
classes on a rotating basis, the first year catechetical class, and a
released time religious education class of seventh graders.

Of prime importance in any internship program is the intern super-
visor. This, rather than the situation I thinl, should be the criteria
in selecting an intern location. I was most fortunate at St. Paul's to
work with an excellent supervisor, We spent from a half to an hour
almost everyday in conversation about things that I was doing or that
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T. S. ELICT 1888 - 19€&

T. S. Eliot is dead. Cver-
flow of praise will warm his ashes
in his ancestors' earth: the be-
ginning and the end, now ard for-
ever, mercy! Even now the maga-
zines remember; the "Lost Genera-
tion" is past. To stay there or
to dream into the future would be
to »srestitute the nan. The vision
the reality, is here and now
caught in the branches of half
heard children and the sudden sight
cf a dried pocl filled: hints and
guesses of the knotted rose on
fire. Let us at least stand at
the still peint. "...the rest/ Is
prayer, cbservarnce, discipline,
thought arnd action."

That is perhaps all that one
should say. It is Word in truth.

The bearing is harder. That he
came out of his wasteland, our
wasteland; and walked the spiral
staircase in the ashes cf Wednes-
day to the garden that was always
there, this hollow man solved is a
present too much with us. Somehow
we chose to forget the veyage in
our pretentious farewells and turn
our dry brain from the sea, the
river, the Rock, The echo is fad-
ing but let us hear: Fare forward
travellers! Datta. Dayadhvam,
Damyata./ Shantih shantih shan-
tihe We at least out of the dry
season to dance in the circle and
leap through the fire: to sit
still and cease "mixing memcry and
desire." Ve alone now at the
clanging of the bell "can rejoice
and nourn at once for the same
reason.' Dare we think this 1life
designed by Jod "for His love of
mer., to warn them and to lead
them?" Found is the life that was
lost in livinz and The Stranzer,
", .othe Church nust be forever
building...Let the fire not be
quenched in the forge." The steps
and the Temple are in our handsj
shall we lay the mortar to hold
the blood in its flow., "The dance
along the artery" is reconciled
"Not too far from the yew-tree."
We will plant our life in signifi-
cant soil and perhaps walk at rnight

(cont. bottom of 2nd col.)
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EDITOR'S CORFER

Attention Juniors! Are you
reading the current series of ar-
ticles on internships? This ser-
ies is for your benefit as well as
for the Middlers; in fact lMcnday's
‘iddler class meeting with Dean
Stroup shcwed that the Middlers,
for the most »nart, have their minds
already made up.

You, the current Junior class,
will probably be the last seminary
class in the whole L. C. A. which
will not have a required intern-
ship; many seminaries already re-
guire them. This is not to say
that all of you should take an in-
tern year, but it does mean that it
is 2 matter that deserves your
careful consideration in your pre-
paration for the ministry.

Ra F.
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T. S. Bliot (cont. from column 1)

under flickering tcngzues in '"The
eyes of a familiar compound ghost."
He has gone the way and all shall
be well "In the zround of our be-
seeching,.," Here, now and always,
Amen!

Lest you tihink these only
poet's tears of joy; brothers,
"eeel would have you keep in your
hearts these words that I say, and
think of them at another time,"

Fred Reisc
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This week I had an interest-
ing experience. The weather was
not tococ vad so 1 went across the
street to the Hardware store. 01d
Mr, Nail, the owner, eats cheese
SanVlCheS and 1 ve% the crumbs
when he's not looklng.

thile I was there, lir. Tuoface
the head usher at the Church, came
in to buy some things FVery Sun-
day Mr. Tweface looks sharp in his
best suit with 2 flower in the la-
pel. He's rizht there on the sypot
helping to seat people and saying
nice things to the ladies. Every-
one likes him and they all think
he's such & fine Christian man.

wWell, as lir. Twoface got to
talking I thouzht he vas Joing to
start a prayer a couple of times,
He and Mr. Nail talked about some
of the ladies at the church. It
didn't sound like the same thinzs
he says atout them on Sundey ncrn-
inzs. Then they tzlked some more
about Jod and Jesus Christ and then
Mr. Twoface left.

I still can't figure out what
Jod has to do with a dam--we don't
even have ene arouné here. Eut lr.
Twoface must know about it since
he's a good Christian. The more
I think about it the more 1 real-
ize that the Pastor is lucky to
have such people in his congrega-
tion., The Church must mean a lcot
to Mr. Twoface if he even tallks
about Ged and Jesus in the Hard-
ware Store.

That's all for this
zood.

tine. Be

STUDENT FACULTY LECTURE CCMMITTER
Dr. Carl Braaten has accewnted the
invitation to be our spring lec-
turer and will be on canpus March
24, Watch for further details in
coming issues of Table Talk.

TO: Table Talk

FRCi{: Business Cffice

1) lictices have been placed
on the Bulletin Boards informing

students that they may apply for

sumnier werk on Canpus. Applica-

tions will be received until Feb-
ruary 15th, TFurther information

is available from lir. Benson for

anyone interested.

2) The Seninary has once
azain entered a basketball tean
in the local community league.
Prosnects lcok geood this year for
cur team, and the ”Seminary Sin-
ners" are tc be ccmmended for
their particination.

The schedule of games is pos-
ted on the first flcor Bulletin
Board, Our tean deserves support
from the Seminary family sc let's
get out and give our players a
boost with your presence and your
cheers,
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SKIP THIS PARAGRAPH

Didn't you notice the heading
on this paragraph? Didn't you see
that you were to skip this? Then
why on earth do you go on reading
this? We assure you that you'll
get nothing out of this paragraph,
ard that, if you haven't stopned
vet, you are enly wasting your

tine. I you have any character
at all stop right nowl! lell,
¢idn't you understand? Stopl

'le are already halfwvay
through the paragraph, and you're
still going on. You just can't
stop reading the next line - or
can you? You can't! And we were
right., Vhat are yeu getting out of
au¥ Nothing - vou Jjust go on and
on. JYou're wvasting your time by
reaglng these last words, aren't
you?

Ston nowd
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Intern (cont. from p. 1)

were goinz on in the congregation,
Here the program provides the op-
portunity for an intiumate relation-
ship with someone who is experi-
enced in the ministry. There 1is

a wealth of knowledge to be gained
in this manner not only about the
church but abcut one's self,

The opportunities ¢f confron-
tation in a variety of situations
with the membership of the congre-
gation open still another area of
experience to the intern. ly fif-
teen months at St. Paul's brouzsht
me into intimate contact with many
present day saints as they irere
cenfronted bty the probleus, per-
plexities, and joys of life. Here
the strength of the church resides.

We shared the calling at St.
Paul's wnich meant that I wvisitead
the hespital every other day and
the homes of the sick and shut in
of the congrezation the remaining
days. What I learned regarding
the nature of the Christian faith
from these visits will enrich ny
ministry, as well as my own life,
beyond 1limit., Tc visit a woman
who had been dying from cancer for
the past several years, but who
had remained secure in her faith in

God and radiated this every time I
visited her, is an unfcrgetable ex-
perience. fhe:e are riany such ex-
periences that I could relate. The
parish internship is full of such
haprenings fcr in it the intern is
able to become a part of the neople
he is serving. Fere is a real op-
portunity tc engage in life in a
Christian community which ve strive
for so longingly at seminary,

So many more experiences cone
to my mind concerninz the parish
internship that I spent at St,
Paull!s but I cannct relate them all
to you because of the limitztion of
space, If the parish ministry is
the aim of your preparation, sin-
cere consideration should be given
to a parish interriship. The re-
turns of such an experierice are
limitless.

Rcland Hobbs

©Cs Table Talk
Fi'Cl’: Mr. Benson

Gettysturg College has been
very cooperative in allowing Sem-
inarians to make use ¢f their ath-
letic facilities in their new Phys-
ical Education Building. I have
heard claims that the students,
faculty and staff members that have
been availing themselves of this
privilege through regular exercise
are the healthiest people on cempus.

Cur Government through their
fitness program keen reminding us
of the importance of regular exer-
cise, It has been prcven by many
authorities that an individual can
work or study much better and in-
crease their efficiency many times
riore if they are in good physical
condition.

It is cobvious that a little
"sgirth control" should be practiced
by sorie peorle on our campjus. It
would be well if many more of us
would make an effert to join the
group as they zo to the gym or go
down individually at nost any time
ard zet your blocod circulating.

I Corinthians 6:12-20
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THIS SPACE FCOR CLASS NCTES.






