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AN INVITATICN TC CUR WORLD

"But why did you hurt re sol"
"Youl!ll zet no answers out of Jod."
What shall we say to Jcb?

shat shall we say to ourselves?
This is an invitation tc enjoyment,
contemplation and discussion. On
next Monday evening at 8:30 P.M.,
members of the Semlngry uomn*unﬂty
will Dresent a reading of Rcbert
Nrost s A Masgue g§ beasoq There
reading of this short drhma in
which we will attempt to come to
grips with the drama which the poet
has presented to us,

Don't be scared! After all a
masque 1is supposed to te entertain-
ing but as allegory also provaca-
tilve. Frost here nresents you with
your, with our, world. The char-
acters are rnot unreal; even jod is
presented frankly in the world's
image of Him. The questions are
cur questions; and the answvers,
they too are ours, What could be
nicre reflective? Thus this is an
invitation to gour world.

However, the masque also pre-
sents some real challenges fcr the
theologically orientated man. Is
there '"no connection man can reason
out./Between his just deserts and
what he zets?" And what about this
God pitching his plywood throne?

He seems strangely farmiliar. Oh,
yes! We also have a Devil, we've
resurrected him, poor neolected
(soul?). But why do we have to
bring him back into the picture,

or was he always there? Vell any-
way we have all those "justifying
ex-post-facto excuses trumped Up...
for theologists." Thus in a com-
munity of theological studies, this
is certainly an invitation to our
world.

(cont, on pe 2 )

I' FeBruary
E?A TFN”SAYS YES.‘

* r\l

Carl B“aatEﬂ- #Ssistant Pro-
fessor of Svstematlc Theology at
Maywood Seminary, has accepted ocur
invitation to be spring lecturer.
He will be on campus March 24 and
will present two lectures, "A Cri-
tical Look at the New Hermeneutic"
ard "The Lordship of Christ and
the Modern Man". The usual format
vi1ll be followed: the first lec-
ture will be at 10:00, he will
eat lunch in the refectory the
second lecture will be at é
and a discussion period w1ll fol-
low at 3:00,

Thirty-six year old Braaten
is one of the youngest lecturers
hosted by the SBiudent-Faculty Lec-
ture Ccmmittee, and has an impres-
sive and veried background. Born
in Minnesota, he completed his
early schooling there at St, Olaf
College, married in 1951, went on
to graduate study at the University
of Minnesota and Luther Seminary,
and received his doctorate from
Harvard. He also was a 1951-1952
Fullbright Scholar at the Univer-
sity of Paris and spent a year in
Germany at the University of Hei-
delberg,

The year 1958 found him back
in Minnesota as pastor of the Lu-
theran Church of the Messiah in
Minrneapolis and as part time In-
structor in Theology at the sem-
inary at St. Paul. In 1961 he
wvent to Maywood Seminary as visit-
ing rrofessor and by 1962 tock his
present position there, ‘

In addition to his full-time
teaching position and his family
responsibilities with four active
youngsters,y Braaten finds time to
be an avid writer. He is presently

(cont, on pe 3)
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FEATURE EDITCRIAL

The cultural vacuum of the
Seminary seems to be taking a turn
for the better. Discussions have
been held since the end of Carol
Lzng's exhibiticn and a committee

has been set up to coordinate and
arrange future displays. Hopefully
a new 'one man show! will be up by
the beginning of the next quarter,
The Chancel Players have been re-
hearsing and will present their
rirst reading this coming Monday
night. Now that these areas are
finally moving its time to place
another pcker in the fire,

Two years ago the Student Bedy
2ofal Cocmmittee arranged an eve-
ng; of entertainment which they
ntitled 'A Night of Music', TFor

+ncse of you who might have been
round you will recall that it was
fine beginning of wvhat was hoped
.2 be a traditicn. The evening
corbined talent from both the fac-
nlty and the student bcdy. John
Cl-r¥ played selections on the cboe
aczompanied by Mr. Clippinger.
Vocal solos were rendered by Edward
Pilmer, bass, and Robert Richards
tenor, And of course 'Clip! didn‘t
escape without playing severzl ex-
cellent organ pieces. After the
success of the evening, plans were
made for a second such night to be
presented last year., The idea had
been to combine the talents of Mrs.
Heikkinen, Mr. Clipninger, and stu-
dents for another evening of music,
this time stressing piano as well
as organ, Returning this year I
was informed that all the plans
never even got off the greund!

So often pecple tell us that
Gettysburg is se far in the woods
when it comes to a cultural atmos-
phere that it isn't even werth try-
ing to do anything about it. 1
disagree., If the seminary commu-~
nity wants to crecte 2 cultural at-
mosphere let it turn to its own re-
sources and begin there., I am not
that familier with the tilent on
campus this year, but I om sure it
is there. I 2m sure an excellent
evening of religious music could

(cont, in col. 2)
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agaln be arranged if only someone
wvould try. Maybe if some of the
steam usu2lly 2imed at downing G-
burg were channeled into improving
G-burg we just might get somewhere,
Maybe the Student Bedy ought to ap-
point 2 Culturzl Committee or maybe
it ought tc be done on the faculty-
student level, but let's dc some-
thing!

Just another added thought.
That little pet room of mine in the
Librory would be fine for an evening
of stringed music and conversation,

JH

Cur World
(from pe 1 col. 1)

Finally, we the cast wish tc
invite you to join us in the truth
of our dramatic world, We present
for you the work of one of the most
perceptive peoets of our century in
America., We 2lso invite you to
share with us in the possibility of
creative expression of a man's prob-
ing of our world anéd consideration
of the faith., We ask for no show
of culture, no avant-garde revolu-
tion, no systems tc impose upon the
evening and the dramc, rather we
merely extend to you an invitation
to our world.

F. R.




EDITOR'S CCORNER

Seniors! Excuse me if I nen-
tion a dirty word, but now that
thesis pressure is off, we would
like you to perhaps share your
findings with all of us., It was
decided at staff meecting to invite
any seniors who feel their thesis
findings would be of interest to us
21l to submit o '"thesis abstract"
so to spezk, for publication in
Table Talk.

Scme theses, of course, would
be more suitable for this type cof
presentation than others, so we
le2ve the initiative up to you. If
vou think yours could be interest-
ingly presented in this woy, get

“l to thot typewriter ond gzive
1 try, will you?
R.

F. :}.

TCDAY -- AT THE COLLE3E

You Are Invited To Gee
Twe Short I'ilms

"RECLAIMED"

From the Seattle Fair
Wednesday, February o
Continucus Showings
10:30 2.m.~Noon
4:00 p.me=5:30 pe.me.
Sub Ballrocom Arec

KEXT WELEK

"PARABLE"

From the New York Foir
Monday, February 8
Continuous Showingzs

10:30 a,m.-Noon
4:00 peme=5:30 p.m,
Sub Ballroom Area

and
9:00 pem, followed by discussion

THE IN
(Plank Gym Study Arez)
Sponsored By The Chapel Council
Gettysburg College

Brocten
from pe 1)

Editor-in-Chief of the theologictl
Journal, Disloz, and since 1962
has written numerous bocks and ar-
ticles. His writings cover 2 wide
range from themes in practical the-
clozy to subjects in History and
Systematicse.

Here is just 2 sompling of
his writings. Articles in theolo-
gical journals include "Communion
Before Confirmation?", "Jesus 2nd
the Kerygmz in Rudolf Bultmarnn's
Theology'", "lodern Interpretation
of Nestorius", "The Dynamics of a
Respondinz Church in a2 Changing
World", "Cbedient Love in Race Re-
lations", "The Interdependence of
Theology", and "Ag2inst the Becker
Amendment". Books in which he has
had 2 part are Kerygmo and History
(co~translater and co-editor), The
New Community in Christ (contribu-
tor), Christ and his Community in
the World (authcr), The So-called
Histcrical Jesus and the Historic
Eiblic2l Christ (tronslator and
editor), ond Jesus 2nd the Keryg-
motic Christ (co-zuthor).

The Seminary community can
cert2ainly look forward to an inter-
esting and informative presentation
cn March 24.

Wl STAND CORRECTED!

It
that we

w2s completely in error
neglected to include Fred
Reisz's name with his article last
weelt 2s part of our intern series,
Our cpologies, Fred, and thanks for
2 fine article,

ANCTHER KEW BLING

Nome: Mark Alan
Bern: Friday, January 29
Weight: 6 1lbs., 8% oz,

Proud Parents: Jim a2nd Pat Mummert

Congratulations!




ROMAN CATHCLIC SPEAKER

A unique event is scheduled
for Thursday evening, February 11,
at 7:00 P.M. At this time the Rev,
William H, Keeler will participate
in 2 collequim cn the Vatican II
Constitution on the Liturgy. This
will be the first time in the his-
tory of the seminary that a Roman
Catholic clergyman has been the
spezker at a program here,

Faother Keeler is well quali-
fied to speck on this subject, e
is Moderator of the Christian Un-
derstanding Program of the Cathclic
Diccese of Harrisburg and pastor cof
Cur Lady of Gonod Counsel Parish,
Morysville, He w2s erdained =2
priest in 1955 in Rome and in 1956
was awarded the Licentinte in Sac-
red Theology by the Pentified Gre-
gerian Undversity there, In 1961
he received the Doctorate in Cancn
Law from the same University.
Father Keeler has accompanied
Bishop iecrge Leech, of Harrisburg,
to 211 three sessions of the cur-
rent Vatican Council. During the
first session he was 2 member of
the U.S. Press Panel, vhich each
day briefed English-speaking re-
porters; during the second 2and
third sessions he served on the
staff of the Council Digest, a
daily reference service sponsored
by the American bishops,

Twe priests from the Zettys-
burg parish will 2lso be in atten=-
dance ond talkze part in discussion.
The program will be held in Room
206 cf the Administration Buildingz,

Dovid Sclhneider

Tue to illness, this week's article
in the current interrn series has
been postponed till next iscue.

Mex, O« C. M., has taken a week's
vacation, "Until next week--
Be good"

MATRICULATICN

Festival of Conversion of St. Paul
January 25, 1965

Lesson: Acts 9:1-22

AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE ...

There should be an zir of excite-
nent around us this morning when
the jurior members of the Seminary
community will seclemnly declare,
I promise to give myself to
the discipline of theologiczl
study in this Seminary, to
seek and to wait humbly upon
God's gifts of grace, ard to
strive to becone a faithful
servant of my Lord.l
I say M“excitement" because of the
challenges established Christendom
faces today. Meny younger church-
menr,, to be sure, have reacted ta,
these challenges with a sense of”
disenchantment, of disgust znd even
rebellion. There is a brewing re-
volt in many Protestant churches
against bureaucratic authority
ecclesiastieal pelitics and a iove
for angular individualism. Many a
young theolozian, conscious of the
betrayal of historic traditions in
the church, prefers to remain out-
cside the institution.

Alan B, Anderson, a member of the
Chicago Imner City Methodist Mine
ister's Fellowship, described his
feelings in a clever jarable en-
titled The I'ox Pecple:2 '"The
tribe krown as the Tox People", he
states,
has a long and distinguished
% Q[istory.,-~No.one is quite cer-
tain when the tribe began
building their curious walls
of chumminess, and the roof is
thatched over with rules.
These homes are very secure
against all invasions: the
walls of chumminess keep un=
chummy people out, the roof
of rules keeps 30& out, and

(cont, on p. 5)
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Matriculaticn
(from p. 4)

the flocr of niceness keeps everycne out -- including the true

selves of the Box People. The Box People call these structures
"religions".

Some of you may have visited in cne of these Boxes. If you have,
you will remember how safe and wzrm it was inside. When you
looked up to see your God, it was comforting to see the rules

to okey instead. When you locked sideways to see your neighbors,
it was reassuring to see only chums., When you lcoked down to see
yourself, it was pleasinz to observe only niceness,

Throughout their history, however, the Eox Peonle have had a re-
curring »nrcblem: while %heir “reiigions” are admirably construc-~
ted to keep God and man out, some flaw in the architecture makes
the "religions" unable to keep peonle in. Down through the years
there have been escapes from the boxes. These elways disturd the

Box Pecople; it is quite disconcerting to them that some nrefer
the dangercus life on the outside.

Many of us, I am sure, could easily identify with the characters‘ln
this parable. The church apuears to us often as the box from vhich we
want to gzet out., But if we are cut what then? Jchn Osborn, the angry
voung playwrizht from Eritain has statgd an outside view in a declara-
tion entitled, "They Call It Cricket": "During the rast 50 years",
ae writes about the church in Iritain,

uhe Church has repeatedly duciied every moral issue that

has been thrown at its head -~ poverty, unemployment,
fascism, w:r, the H-Eomb and so on ... Af'ter half a certury
of watching groups of wealthy theolozrians publicly turning
their backs on Jesus, the British public slowly tegan to
realize that the bishops were just playing another word
game, like the politicians ... LCvery day on the radio, the
press or TV, the Church hawked around its Jesus fizure

like a vacuum cleaner, but nobody felt inclined to buy

a machine that not oniy failed to bteat, sweep or clean,

but actually made a nice mess as wvell, It has JESUS written
on the bag, but the baz contained cnly the air of another
bunch of overnaid liars ... Like so many other Inglish
institutions, the Church was bezinning to loose its

comic valve,

Could not the same be said about many American churches? Do }ib§on
Winter, Peter Derzer, liartin Marty and other '"scciclogical Jeremiahs"
not say it? There is a '"comic value" in all this critique. Moreover,
the institutionzl church shcoculd have a '“comic wvalue"., You cannot live
in Christian service with a bitter face and gnashinz teeth., God wants
our hearty laughter, he wunts eur disgust and he wants our so-called
worldliness! Occasionally, there are men like Osborn graduating from
Seminaries: men with a holy fury, true men ef God vho take up the
strugzle with life as it is in our world. An amateur poet anong Semi-
narians described sveh a ministry in a poem entitled, “Shuttlesworth
at Shechem" :4

(cont, on pe. 6)




Leaving my musty mcrccterr

Where too meny years I listened to

Pimply seminarians intone their theolegical puberty rites:
Re-existential confrontation,

Simple Occasion, Re-event,

Demythologizing the kerygma, as you'd peel a banana,

And routinizing the charismaz (while you wait),

I heard Fred Shuttlesworth report on Birminghan,

In the fervent languace of Joshua twenty-four:

How existential can you get?

The Alabtama state cops' electric cattle prodder

Is a misplaced concreticn on a Christian rump

But it's guite 2n c-vent.

The 5C pourd f:re hnse stream may seem to be

A Slmple Cccas'on, but there is nct ninimum svace por
Minimum time for coufort.., ‘

The Ruach stirs the leaves of the old oal: of Shechem,
The crowé's hearts and hopes also tremble,
1 v a o ¥ v
But therfyaf 718 as existential 1life, Joshua shuttlesworth
Exhorts then -..

"AS FOR [E AND MY HCUSE"...

Cf course, they bembed his hoiide

But lie ard his kids can still sleep in jail

In Zirmingsham or Maryville -~ or you name it.

Any Dixie~Eilton jail with iron bars

Puts out the velcome sign for Shuttlesworth:

"AS FOR il AND lY HOUSE, WE WILL SIRVE THC LORDLIM

The experience of Shuttlesworth, the diszust of Usborn, the satire
about the Box People -- all this and much more are warning posts along
the road of theclogical education. You may be tempted to disregard
them or to overestinate them. Like & recltless driver you riay speed by
thern, eager to reacli your destination: the coufortable parish, the
clever theology, the security of the cult or whatever you consider to
be wvour ?articuiar "wex"e Cr, like an overcautious and inexperienced
driver you may Want to stcp at eaci: sign, study it carefully, be total
ly disenchanted and refuse to zo on at all. You may not want to take
the risk of doing beoth: to talie tiie sirnals seriously and still go on
to strive for a goal, 1y advise is that vou shculd take the risk.
Like the herc Ulysscs in Homer's iumortal epie, you have to face Scyl-
ia and Charybdis, the legzendary danzerous rocks, somewhere off the
ceast of Sicily threatering every sailor in the form of a2 seamonster
ard a ravenous woman. Your challenze is to stay alert in the midst of
the siren's call and the threatening cliffs. Scylla and Charybdis
wait for you rizht here on the hill of the Abiding Presence! As an
analyst of theglogical education put it recently in terms of a prac-
tical example,

The Seminarian carries certain "plus" burdens which do not neces-
sarily characterize all other types of graduvate students,.. At
9:10 the attriliuvtes of God will be characterized in a lecture in
Room 9 by Professor Prolegomenon, At 10:10 in the chapel there
will be celebrated a service of Holy Communion. Cne moment the
Seminarian is sorting cut Isaiahs; the next he is erying out,
"Holy, Holy, Holy".

(cont, on p. 7)
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Sometimes tlie campls will Te fvll of h.oolezizal ewiwrrassrent and you
do not know where to lcol for help, Ycur theological choices will be

many and you will lock in vain for scientific precisicn. At other
times you may rot know where and how to specialize. You will find,

Dean Ualper Muelder of the Foston School of Theology stated in an
address,®

as

that theological school faculties are so engrossed in their

specialties that each faculty member asswnies the eother
is presenting the gospel.

When Saul became Faul in Damascus he was teaken under the wings of a
certain Ananias who becari¢ his friend in the hours of snPirituval des=
pair. It is also said in our lesson for this day of St. Paul's Con=
version that '"Sauvl increased in strength...end cerfounded the Jews

who lived in Damascus by nroving that Jesus was the Christ". The two
Jreek words, synechain -- "to confound", and gymtil2zein —- "to prove"

contain a secret of theological educations gCynechecin means literally
"to hold thinzs toze¢ther! in suck 2 way that _hey Uecome a weapon in
the intellectual strugzle with peonle of other versuasions., Symbiba-

zein means literally ”to brinz th1n~° toretker” in such a wgg that you
a

Teconcile your enemy by sharp a“ngent thus "sroving" that sus was
the Christ.

Like Paul, you shculé have a friend in your lamascus, right here on
Campus. And 1ike Paul, vou should learn "to n10ld and to bring things
together" in your attemit towards a miristry of reconciliation in this
woerld. I hope you ccollect the armament to confound the Jews in yeour
Lamascus and to prove that Jesus is the Christ. And it is my heart-
felt wish that you start rizht here on the Eill ¢f the Abiding Fresence

Amen,

FOOTNOTES::
1. Memorardum of Donald R, Heiges to Seninary Community on
January 21, 1355,

2. Quoted in WalterD. llagoner, Lachelor of Divinity
(New York: Abingdon Fress, 1363), pDs 20-21,

2. John Osborn, Declaration (ed. Tom Maschler; New York:
Dutton Co., 1358),

4, John B, Thompson in Pulnit (April 29, 1964), p. 550.

5. Vagonery, op, cit., p« 71,

6. Ibidc, p. 158’ nc 8.

Frofessor Lric Gritsch






