25 3
ﬁ News and Views of the-Ssudeng Boty’ The Lutheran
B R A -H—

v
z
Vols 1 No. 14 Februar;;j,o, 1965

! iiiil:lil':ﬂlgiisiffjbo c (@,
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. 7

‘\- I " . 2 L4 AL .
THE CHURCH AND SQVERNKENT RED 1 1 1088

by David W, Sehfeider

Semetimes I think that we Lutherans talze our semnaration c¢f church
and state too far. For we not only want to separate them but also
want to make sure that neither sphere even thinks atout the other one,
Perhaps I am overstating the case, tut I do feel that it is high time
that the Lutheran church became concerned about what Christianity has
to say in local, national, and world gevermmert because we do believe
(I think) that Christianity is meaning for all areas of life and not
just the so-called spiritual ores,

Ori January 29, I was able to attend an Interseminary United
Nations Seminar wi%h three other seminary students from Gettysburg.
This program was sponsored by the Church Center for the United Nations,
a center less than two years cld. In small ways, perhaps, and yet in
valuable ways, the Church Center is attempting to close the gap be-
tween the church and world govermment., This center is housed in its
own, new bullding directly across from the United Hations Building.

The basic aim of the center is awareness, 0On one hand, the cen-
ter attenpts through the use of seninars and printed material to in-
form a wide variety of Christians on the werl: and nurpose of the
United Nations, On the cother hanc, the Church Center in consultaticn
with various United Nations'! missions and the Secretariat attempts to
make them aware of the church's position on many issues.

The central »rogram cf the Center is run under the auspices of
the National Council of Churches. However, many of the larger Protes-
tant groups also maintain offices and contacts at the Church Center.
In some ways, 1t 1s significant that no Lutheran bodies maintain such
offices.

For the sake of these interested in the content of the seminar in
which we participated, I will briefly summarize the day's activity.
There were five lecture and discussien neriods. The first three were
strictly intended to be factual presertations of the United Nations
in various aspects. They included "The Place of the United Nations in
the Struggle of World Crder," by a man from the office of the Secre-
tary General, "The Role ef the New llations in the United Natiomns," by
an ambassador from Sierra Leone, and "The United States in the United
Nations," by the director of the news service of the United States
mission.

The fourth speaker, a member of the.Secretariat, works in the
technical assistance field. In his tcpic, "A Missiorary Concept of
the United Nations," he attempted to relate the United Nations' aims
in this field tc the aims of concerned Christians. His most signifi-
cant statement was that through the United Nations Christianity is not
taught, but perhaps caught instead.

The banquet speaker, from the World Council c¢f Churches, dis=
cussed the Church and the United Nations., He outlined a num%er of
areas where the church is werking in world govermment, but it was
quite obvious that there is much yet te be done,

(cont, on p. 5)



FEATURE EDITCRIAL
by
Ed Vogelscng

Even within an institution
where there is such a great spec-
trum of theological diversity,
there are few who will not adnit
to a certain degree cf individual
freedom of choice. The very idea
of man being a puppet on a string
or of having no part in the de-
cisions that shape his life is re-
pugnant to anyone who has even a
minimum anount of ability to think
for himself, IZach of us has his
own pet way of revolting from such
an idea and asserting his irdivi-
duality. Students of the social
sciences would prcbably tell us
that the degree of one's revolt
is somewhat proportiocnate to the
intensity of the threat which he
feels to the expression of his
own perscnality.

I am assuming that everycne
who is at seminary is here be-
cause of a choice that he made for
himself. I am nct disparaging the
nature of a "ecall" frem Yod, but
merely saying that the acceptance
of this call was itself a choice
that had to be made. We also
take occasion to revolt from this
calling from time to time, and
this revolt is manifested in a
number of ways; ycu can enumerate
them as well as I can. However,
it is a2 poor reflection on an
institution and the individuals
in it vhen a majority of students
try to assert their freedom ever:
day by absenting themselves fron
a service of worshin.

But poor attendance at chapel
is more than a coriscious or an
unconscious revolt--it is a lack
of understanding the nature cf
our calling., Can anyone disvute
that a persor who chooses tc
study or teach at a theologic:al
seminary has no excuse for inten-
tionally and repecatedly refusing
to worship? When we decide to
become affiliated with this
school we thereby choose to be-
come involved in 2 certain dis-
cipline, not the least part of

(cont. on p. 5)
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To the Faculty, Staff and Student
Body of the

Lutheran Theclogical Seminary

et Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

e would like to thank each
and every one of you personally,
for all your kindress, in the
fora of econcmic help and concern,
which you have freely given to us
in our pericd of crisise.

Je cannot solve this problem
alone and it is ycur help, stem-
minz from your generosity and
from Christ teing manifested with-
in you which has zided us at this
time more than werds can fully
express.

Wle feel that we owe a debt to
you, that can only be understood
and in part renaid, when in God's
time, we in turn hope to help
cthers in His world.

Yours In The Hope of Christ,

RICHARD AND EILEEN COCPER
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STUDENT ASSOCIATICN LEETING

Tuesday, February 223 at 10:30 a.m.
Room 206 - 0ld chapel
FPurpose: To discuss and vote on
constitutional amend-
ments regarding elec-
tion of cfficers. A
quorum is necessary,

Plan to be there,



AN IRSTITULZCIAL II'BRIISEIP
Vy James Crcwfoot

By way of continuing the series describing internship experiences,
I would like to do two thinzs. First, I will state briefly what in
my experience I consider to be the vaiue of an internship; 2nd second,
I will describe the internship setting in whieh I made these conclu-
sions.

I found thet internship offerred me the cpportunity to live 2nd
work with peonle outside of =n 2codemic setting and more particularly
outside of 2. Seminory setting. In this situaticn I found that I pos-
sessed 2 whole set of favcrite aossumptions about neople, the ways in
which they live, and the relztionship of the Gospel to their lives.

I learned that most of these assumptions were in error; and due to the
fact that I relied so heavily uron them, I could not tell people nor
share with other peorle via my life the very message and woy of life
that I have found to be of paramocunt importance. To me this experi-
ence was meore important thon words can convey because it challenged
me to overhaul my understonding of niyself and of other pecple. This
led me to examine niocre deeply than ever befcre the nature of the vo-
caticn T had chosen and the circumstances and background vhich played
2 ¥kXey part in my choice, This experience 2lso led me to ask key ques-
tions 2bout the vocational preporatien I had been pursuing and about
the denonination in which I plonned to utilize this preparction., In
relaticnship to these guestions about semirory educction and about
the current state of the church, I have come to conclusions very sim-
ilar to those statbted very succinetly by I'red Reisz in nis recent ar-
ticle summarizing the eTfects of 1ls internship.

The internship setcing in which I zeme to the ~lcve conclusions
as to the value of ny exoerience wog 2 s5ix thousand patient state
mental hospital., I scy sometiiing 2bout my training in this hospital
in order to inform you of another type of interrsnip pessibility that
exists and not to offer on exnose of internsnip in this type of set-
ting. In interninzy in this setting I participoted for one year in 2
clinicel training progran. This progrom was conducted under the au~
spices of the Prctestant Choplaoin's Denartment of the hospitnl.,
There were two parts tc the progrom, Cne part was the actual troin-
ing which had its center in the chaplzin's department, and the other
part was the work assigmment os a chaplain in a particular section of
the hospital. In the troininz cspect of the program there were aca-
demic seminars, group discuszions, and individual counseiing. 411
of these parts of tr-ining hoG os their zocl the examination of the
way the trainees woriked with neorle and the appropriction of measures
to improve each triinee's performance, In the werk assignment as a

chaplain, the troincee lecane 2 member ¢f the therapeutic staff in the
sectior. of the hcsvwitel to whiech he wes assigned., In this role he
took part in the team approccn to the treatment of patients. In this
sort of apprcach the leading of worship services and Bible studies
were & very saall part of the churlain's work,

Having givern cnly a2 brief description ¢f the setting in which I
interned and the conclusions zrowing out of this troining, I would
be zlad to talk ot grester lenzth tc onyone who mizht have questions
cbout the details of the training or clout my conciusicns as to the
values of an intern yecr,
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Di. HEIZKINEN CX SARBATICAL

Dr. Jacob Heiklzinen left last Thursday from Dulles Airport, Vash-
ington, D. C. on the first leg of his sabbatical travels. The_dgy be-
fore he left he wrote to the senior editor of Table Talk, outlining
his plans. Following is 2on excerpt from that letter:

The purpcse of my travel is to exterd my sabbatical study
to the missicnary and ecumenic2l frontiers of the Church,
beginning in Jepan. I have been invited to moke presento-
tions at the Janan Lutheran Theological Seminary on
"Contemporary DIiiscussicn of Hermeneutics in the Viest".
Arrongenents have 21so been made to meet with certain
Japanese theologions on ecumenical Faith and Crder studies,

From Japan the route moves southwvest, touching

Taiwan, Hong Kong 2ond Singopore, witn stops ot the theologi-
c2l schools. At the oldest cf &hristiin colleges at
Serampore (through which the theclogical degrees of all the
schools are granted in India), I shall spend several days

and deliver lectures. My longest period in Indiz will be
spent 2t the Andhra Lutheran Christion Cellege, where a very
significant ecumenical experiment in theclogical education is
under woy,

Frem India I shall fly to Jeruszlem and there plan my

studies and observoations in the bitliccl world. The next
stopping a2nd study peints are ot the University of Thess2lonica
in Greece, in Rome, Genevz ~nd Cxferd,

Table Talk hopes to continue to follow Dr., Heikkinen's sabbaticel
cctivities, Ve urge other professcrs, both those on sobbatical and
those who are retired, to use Table Talk to keep the rest of the
seminory community informed of their activities and trovels.,

RFG
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It wos announced in lost week's Table Tallt that the Rev., Williom
He Keeler would participzte in 2 colloquim ori the Vatican II Consti-
tution on the Liturgy. This session is epen to allz students 2nd fac-
ulty alike. Becouse of the fact that this is the first tine that a

Reman has sncken 2t the seminary and because of the importance of his
topic, this colloquim should attract a lar:e crowd. Father Keeler
will spezck this Thursday ot 7:00 P. M, in Room 206 of the Administra-
tion Building. A discussion period will follow.
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The Seminary Community extends its best wishes to cne of its
favorite people, the beloved Enza, She took last week off
from her jot in order tc be united in Holy Wedlocl.

CONGRATULATIONS!



The Church and Govt,
(cont, from p, 1)

Just what does the ebove discussion call forth? First, I think
that we as memters of the seminary community must question how aware
we are of world affairs. We sometimes laugh atcut the clergymen who
withdrew from the werld into the monasteries of the Middle Ages, Yet
I would dare say they knew as much about their world as we know about
the complex world of today,

Secondly, I think that the clergyman is called into active par-
ticipation in present nroblems such as world government. Too often
we seem to feel that salvation is contingent uvpon worshipping exactly
as the early Christians did and not on active invclvement in tcday's
world.

I am in no position at the present time to indicate specific
steps for the Lutheran Church to take in rectifying its rather back-
seat position in govermmental affairs., I do feel that there are sev-
eral factors which deo not particularly advance the Lutheran cavuse.

lie often lament the fact that there are few Lutherans in Congress.
While this may be an outward marifestation c¢f an imrard problem, I do
not think election of more Iutherans will solve the problem, Further-
more, our theology tcday often seems to justify programs zlready
launched rather than to indicate new areas of concern. Tinally, I do
not think that the Lutheran Church cen claim political invclvement by
jumping on the band wagon of a meving political program that seems
theologically ccrrect, e.g., the Civil Rights Movement,

As I said above, I am not sure of the exact direction we should
take, but I am convinced that the Lutheran church must involve itself

jn govermment. We see dialcgue in religion and science and in religion

and art, cannot the same thing be done in gcvernment? 1 dc not% howv-
ever, envisage church domiration cf the state; we do not want that,
However, we should want Christianity giving its meaning of existence
tc all areas of life--including goverrment.
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Feature Ed.
(cont, from p. 2)

which is worshiring. Uhether or not we attend chapel is not a choice
that we make from day to day; it is a cholce that we made when we en~
tered this seminary.

It alsc behooves us tc take uporn ourselves the obligation cof re-
sponsible chapel leacersiipi. Thcse students who are too lazy to
preach or to spend iiwore then an hour prenaring for an opnortunity
which they have once a year to lead a daily chapel service certainly
do not thereby say much albeout their integrity as an individual or a~"
bout their understanding of their respomsibilities to this community,

Students vhe refuse to attend chapel by using the excuse that
they get nothing out of it have perhaps the most plausible excuse, but
it ultimately is only another rationalization. We are responsible to
each other nrot only teo encourage our classmates to attend worship ser-
vices, but alsc to lead them to understand that their discipleship in
Jesus Christ obligates them to do their very best in every situation.

(cont, cn p. 6)




Since we began weckly communiorn in Jarmery, our Friday attendance
has averaged 60, while the other feour cays have seen a considerably
lower chapel at%endance. thether or nct one attends chapel does not
reflect his high or low church tendencies (if these categories are
even legitimate), nor should it reflect his class schedule for most
students, nor his dencmiraticnal affiliation, nor his personal feelings
toward the officiant or preacher., Your pattern of chapel attendance
ultimately reflects your degree of understanding and response to God's
call, You are a free man!

An academic institution is hy nature critical. Vell-intentioned
criticism always has & place, Can we hcnestly overloock the lack of
responsible faculty and student body attitude toward our worship ser-

vices, and thus make a farce of seminary nublicity which declares that
the chapel stands at the center c¢f our community 1life?





