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FURTHER THOU:HITS O CHAPEL 

7 by Carl Franl{lin 

If chapel is to be the heart of our seminary community, it will 
have to become core Beaningful than it has been these past few months. 
Our daily community ,orship has disintegrated into a ritual of going 
through the Matins service. For some this ritual may be meaningful; 
for me it is not. It is not even worship. It is a half hour shot. 
The only reason I keep going is the fading hope that one of these 
days the \furd of Jod might be preached. 

In our Lutheran tradition the proclaimed ford has always been at 
the center of "Cc:rpc� te WG>l"ship. :ost of those students who have led 
chapel these past couple of months have either ceased being Lutheran 
or at best have become very lazy ones in regard to this tradition. 
Another essential element in worship is the ability to give of one's 
self in praising '"'od. It is only in giving in the act of mrship that 
we open ourselves to receive od's grace. If the officiant provides 
nothing more than a ritual that has grown stale as the vehicle through 
which we can give ourselves to 1od, it becomes very hard, if not in 
many cases impossible, to give; and thus we really have not worshipped. 
When this happens to me, as it has so often recently, I leave chapel 
in a frustrated and hostile state of ind. It would have been better 
for me if I had not gone at all. 

Chapel wo ship should be the center of our personal and communal 
daily life. In order for this to come about chapel service must be 
meaningful and relevant. I beg and plead with those who will be 
leading chaJel that they provide in the service the means through 
which the asser.1bled believers may uorship. To me this means the \Jord 
is proclaimed, not just read. I realize that the co gregation has a 
responsibility in worship1 but the major ,eakness in our chapel 
services seems to lay in the officiant. 

Added su�6estions might be that pra er and thought go into the 
pre9aration. Imagi.11ation and originality could add rauch if used with 
discretion. Also the worship com.mi ttee i•_ ht consider students 
volmiteering to lead chapel worship rather than assigning them. 

MY CI acH 

My church has but one temple, 
\lide us the uorld is wide, 

Set with a million st�rs, 
Where a million he:'..rts ubide. 

y church h�s no creed to b�r 
single brother man 

But s2.ys, "Co e thou a.nd worshi " 
To every one ho c�n. 

1y church ho.s no roof nor wn.11s, 
Nor floors suve the beautiful sod 

For feQr, I would seem to limit 
The lovo of the illimitable Jod. 

Unknovm 
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REPORT ON PETE 

To clear u� va�ious rumcrs en 
Pete Small's condi-cion as a. result 
of his accident, the business 
office has issued the follo�ing 
report. 

Pete's le'.s was p:!.r.ned lieneath 
the bed of the seminary truck in 
the garage, when it fe 1 on 1im 
while he was c�eanin

v 
the bac· of 

the cab on Friday. Preli�inary 
X-rays shmr r& fra.ctur..§2, but th;re 
are bad s�rai s, �g� ra ·ated y tJe 
fact that-he was 1,,inned for a half 
hour befcre 1eing found and re­
leased. On �cnday Pete was s i 1 
in the hospital fc,r further }:�r ys, 
but was restir.g cc.J1forta bly, ar:­
ticipa ting gci g home. 

CATEC ill'l"IC'S COR "E_ 

This week I s i ter.s ar e test ans.rnrs 
from a Ea. tir acre catechetics class 
being taught by one of cur foraer 
students: 

l·lri te the 2nd ccmmandment: 
You shouldn't take G�c•s name 
in vein. 
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ELITCR 1 S CORNER 

"'"al le mal : \Till not be pub­
lished C:uring finals (next week). 
Eowever, it will definitely be 
published our first week back. We 
alrE:ady Lave Jromises of enoug 
articles for a II s.::eleton" issue, 
but ur�e you not to forget the 
:ond�y�deadline for other articles, 

i.e., the first day we are back on 
camrus. 

• E. G. 

\/hat is meant by "thy w�ll be done 11 

To the Editors, 
We pray that J d's w�ll �e done 

I have been meaning to urite even t ough we Ir.now � t wi:-1 �e you for q..:i te a while, and this done whether or not \', e pra.y it last issue of Table Talk has pushed nil be done, but "· pra ,. any,.• ay me ever the edge of intention into that it will b& don&� deed 

What is sin? 
Sin is \1her .. we let temptation 
get the best of us. 

•lha t is a la,·? 
A la\/ tells us ;hat we cantt do� 

ad gave us 12 cf then. 

How do you _ :nc ·T that Jesus rose 
from the deac? 

Because artin Luther said so 
ilien he \rrte tLe Apostles' 

Creed. 

• First, I '\'TOUld like to thank 
1rn uch eider for his lucid article 

and hrs. Camac for her apt commer­
cial� Being, as a faculty wife, 
on the �eriphery of the seminary 
commun�ty, I have depended upon 
rable Talk to give me a clue to 
the true atmosrhere on this h:tll. 
I a appnlled--not by what is 
written, but by whc::.t is not vritten; 
not b ,.rl.a t is inc uded, but by 
rhat has been removed. 

1r. 'J.raf is wi thdraving his 
column because, he states, "at 
least one member of the community 
••• interpreted a criticism in that 
column." Mr. Richards withdrew his 

(cont. on p .. 3) 



, chlumn on chapel services for, if I remen er correctly, the same 
reasons. The list of taboo subjects ad a.ttit des seem to b growi 
like ops ! One meJ 0t en ticize the 1-. c... chapel service was con­
d cted--eve if that hap�ens to be the trei in0-field for the future 
· ob--because such cri ticis dis· lays lc.clc of "worship" on the part 
of th critic; ut to count he:1ds ·tac o.pel service seems to.be the 

ighest form f, rship. T poke, even as timidly as has heretogore 
bee done, into the foibles of the church and its members, seems to 
be tunta. oun to heresy. Confor ity to •• (?) ••• appears to be the 

oc.l .. 
If I "  orr-ct i � dra·in0 t ese conclusions fro the so rces 

2..vc.il:.ble then I� fcrced to the furt .er conclusion t ::!.t the prepon­
der�nce of Le st1.-. ent bod .., {es its elf "'.nd its 11 c:1ll" s seriousl 

h"t it isn't sericus e oughr It see s t .. e th:-.t only if you take 
your C�.11 ery sericusly indeed c:-.n you kno .r th-:t JOd is ot depende t 

you ::,.lone. Cnly then c:i.n you e ope e ough to let Him ·10rk, a.nd 
to see yourself .., s the micro c pie inst ••umer..t you are. Only then a 
you ruly le .. rn! 

But how c:,_ we le:>.rn �nythi ? Ir,ste:1d of c. .::,Ood healthy dis­
cussio c:i.rri d on openl ·, o e column .:.fter o.:other is ,:i thdrawn be­
c-:use of u .e·.rd o. d unseen critics. 1.'hy don:t the critics use the 

�e forum :ts the col nists? Perhaps then we would· new e w re ulive 
L..nd seeking, inste"' d of-- rould " eget�ting n e too unkind n word? 

Sincerely, 
R th c. ritsch 

Febru'.lry 19, 1965 

If you print this, 10 ld you �dd �t I , ould love rebuttals? 

FEATURE EDITCRI L 

One of the ml.4ltiple :::.s ects oft e 11 c"ll 11 , c. d erh:::.ps the most 
neces ury, is p��ticipa in in the society in vhich one serves. In­
volvement in the 2ff� rs of one's community ::i.d '.lctive expressions of 
concern for e i .edi ".te co1 tin.;,ent of humc.ni ty is essenti3.l to o.n 
effective ministry. I is dou tf 1 th2.. t .:'.nyone ould t2l:e is sue i th 
this. 

\e �re .ere cn�uged in prep�r::,.tion for ::ccep ing the res1onsi­
bil.i ty of the 00s:· 1 mi ist y. We pre�:.re '-'-s a. com unity; �round each 
of us r-. in edi:,.tc re'l)resentL. ion c,f h u:.:i. .i ty. And while we rof ess 
the highest mctiv'.ltio � �.nd i t tio. s, c c.ct '.11 pn.r icip.:iti0 in 
nnd res onse to th �ctivities of scci ty us i is m:'..nifeste loc"ll 
le:-s ves 0. re:: t de:--.1 to e desired. Thi ln.c.: of .:'.rticip" tio ., d 
respo.se wit esses o 1) not rec.11�1 g he it"J ort".nce of this ns ec 

f the ministry, 2) procrusti1�ti0 in �ccepti i c.s n part of the 
inistr , or ·) insi c rity f purpose in choosi the ministry us 
e 1 s life vcc:::. io . 

�t the recen v T mee i ..gt which hus �nds ere invited, nly 
seven en te ded. Our socic.l events ' .. ::.ve et to :::.ttrnct h lf' f our 
broth rh od. The l:::.st meeting of the C!1::. eel l.:'. ers : 1 - ' 

er d one prof ssor
i 

three professor's ;ives, one student's ri , 
five stude ts (the ::irgest meeti g ·i r to this m red for). 
the recent C. P. r 11tn. ,j ll a.rouud .fifty o.tt 1ded, but of th se 

(cont. • 4) 
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were f.:1culty ... nd 0uests •Ti h t e juni rs n.nd middlers bei1: . .!�le 
co ted on one's fingers. One c� the re successful ct1v1t1es n 
c" pus h� s tee T::: ble T" 1 :; thc:·e n.ve een over thirty contri bu ors. 
Of the thirty, ho\· ever, five h .ve contri bu ed over 1:-..lf f the p per I s 
m�teri:'..l. The situ�tion u �e�rs even d"r rer whe it is re-lized thn. 
the uclei of such "'Ctivities �s fort11ms, Ch�ncel l"'yers, ad T� le 
T 1k,., e repe"tedly the s:.me four or five people. 

In� recent ener�l le ter, ur tudent ssoci tin officers 
refer to such f"cts ::..sh_ e been here prese ed, _nd dingnose the 
pro le c.s bei the unwillingnes of the co unity to follow their 
lc�d. Cbviously, the h�ve ffered no le�dershi . e n  swer does 
not lie in 11 100;.; 11 

� yt .in • 
There :::r differe t le els of p�rticip:'..tion i " societ us 

here �re differe t me h ds. hese s�oul not e dictnted1 but should 
be effected out of concern �nd convicti • They cy �ke the fo of 
resp sible le�dership, contri uticn, or co.structive r critic .1 
response. T e i� rt::.. thing is th:-.. 1ithin this co nity we h2ve 
the oppor unity to .i e our p�r icip:-..tio form. 

Thus e1is is �. c:::J '_ -co co scie tio s .ess on he "rt of e::..ch me -
ber of c � · medicte sc· _ �t:· is '"'lso � ple:::-. f-:r 1.....-derst_.ndin 
:::nd :::cceptc.nce by tho ccm::m.: . .Lty of its mem ers "S tney effect their 
response even he t' :-..t res�o se ma not e , i ersnl con ensus. 

Dick r.:.f, Jr. 

CUR 

The recent �rticles in T��le T::..lk o cerning crship in our cc -
uni y .., d s bseque tly ch:. el "' end:'.Lce, I ro e to ,., _-;:e cert:i.in 

otservc.tio s. 
It is, first cf .:'.ll, to b tcken or r�ntee ,it out further 

comment h:t :t semi ,., is :n • c".cemic institu ion. In our om 

itunticn tis e· st �t we �us canst "' tly s ri e for �c� enic er­
r ection, not only ec "' use · h"t •re le".r here c:i. be "used II somehow i 
t e u•rish but :-.lso bec:use co ce tr�t d c ""' demic ursuit hQs i s  o 
intrinsic w rth :p�rt from a. .y sort of 11 pr:ctic 1 c.pplic:ttion. 11 

t ::i. se in�r is, �nd ust e, ore h:-n nn _c:1denic i stitutio o 

It is _ Chris i:n co ·ty of persons �ho h�ve been c:-.lled together 
by Ch�ist '"'.lld o .o, sh�re their life in i .  Tis me". s th�t our 
se in"' is o Jerel :. collectio of i divid als, eve o. collection 
of indivi U2ls re _rin for the hris i� i is r . 

e c.re rnthcr a. co. uni yin Christ, a. d we :.re therefore bo d 
to one c. o her i :1 . In 1is c i J c �re no lo er indiviauo.l 
enti tie , he:-ding of · to our o p.:irticv.2.:-.r direct io s. n Christ 
,. e sh-.re our i di 'idu£il lives, our j Oj .. s :ls w 11 "-S our suffering. 

Our ultim�te identi y c.s n comm i yin Christ is reo.liz din 
our co on •orship. · en re g�ther �ro d he"' tur 1e ce"' se to be 
simpl i ividu.:'.ls; here we ecome one in. m. This is especially 
true en ve g "' th r to celebr::i.te is co i i to our midst in the 
Euch .... rist. 

If \ e ri thdr:.w ourselves fro 1 this wors i , 
selves" ove the co i Yt for hen ,e m�ke th 
not need the co it or its love :::-.nd concern. 
th"t ve h2ve :. responsi ility tot · e co unity. 

pl:.ce our­
hut "\.'e do 

n so de 

This does ot me"n ,.,tell th:.t i dividu .... l rorship is to be de-
e ph� ized; it ust r". her :.1 �ys e hi hl co ended. Perh::i. s some 
of u choose to •rorship indi vidu:'..lly b re:-.ding the Bi le while other 
m�y t.:,.ke ,., , .lk. Wh"tever the ode of individu.:>.l orshi�) m-'.ly be, ,e 

(co t. o J. 5) 



" ther s ren th t .rou0 i t  �ot o ly fer o rs 1 e s  ut � l s o  for the 
c o  uni y, e s pec i l ly i f  e ir.c l  c e  it ne eds i n  our r�yer s . 

Bu our i nd iv i � u:-..1 'ors . · p c .... e\ c _._' rey l"'..c e he orshi p of o 
ommunity . :be th ..., t  h::-.p e s we c e  ... s e  t o  be o e in Chri s  - - then e 

" e  onl ,., c ollec t i  n of ine i 1idu-l . 
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\'/hc1 ..., "l.n c c  e s  t o  thi s s e  i " r  r e  do s not c o  e o ly t o  �n 
�c �d e  ic ins t · Qt · on ;  he e ter :.l s o ,., ��ri s � i � c orn: 1 1 i y �nd e 

e ome :tr of i t. . It i s  i 2.c o c e i c l e  ·L:. t II'"..  . :P o  h:-. s co e 
:. nember of " Chri C'. ti :>.n c ont1l' ni ty s �auld reft. e � _ �:.)"..r in the 
very s ourc e  f i . s  life , v. i ch · :; · t .... ,.·or s  :. :1 . ·� ott in chc. r  e l  
or b r e  fu i r - c f c r· ::-. • 1 :' � ""- c, 0 r "-+, ..., J 1 , t . 0 '- , • : ,. : "'.. s c nos e n 
to bec om ':3  "- p.1r-:; c l e  " O  r:n L. ., ..:: r: ,1i E.. - l s  v ery r:.x · � "'.: n ,  e c 

" d H . I" "l t; t· r t  C•n� : , :  o uld ,: r e C.I t O ly  �· : · ·or s l .i .. uhe 
on e p er s o n:.l ] y · 1 _ · ,  l i_ke i "' ... i . s s ri d 1 ;u2 - u s  ".S  v i. 1 ,., 5Ufil1Jn th:i.t 
one s hculd 01 l - Len o - � ' • f 0 1s 1 1 l i�r i t: . I s el · . 1 !' • '°I lly " feel "  
li e s tud.· 1 r- , ec "'.u� e �Li s  i s  .... he o i  ... c i :--1 .i nc cf y voc r'.t i o 
" s  .... s tu,' .::mt ; I 10r �  ri: p , not . c ::t1s e I � ri  e ::- t i o  c lly moved t o  do s o , 
b t r ---. r "'H' b C �"'.. s �iorr  4ip c t�.n , � .... t of my · c c :?.t i on ns  n 
Chr · s t i 1n  -:-.nd , _ _ r, y ueri.;b�:-s  ilJ i "  .1c Cr. .u 1� t • 

I s  ch� el �tt e�d�n ncc � s J Q ry ? 
If t:1i s - � r. c: iri '" _:_ ... 1 c :  l l1

• · -r:.y i t  :_ s , r cc .... S A rr.:! goes  O i .  
the ch�pcl i s  �he �n . nf o� � ll�e  o�= thcr , c b c �  s e  he rit e s  
:l r e  ::-�nc i ent c r nod er!.1 c 1 bee t' S O  w.--:; s i  G , o s r:. e l y:u s e r  chora.les ut 
r ::-. her � :.us e th(.re  our 1 fe in  Cnri s t .:. s  e ·p_ os s ed . Th" t does  ' t 
m.e r, 1 th�t �r e not cr.e i hri s t  cl s e1 • e:r c , bu j _ t does  □e " n  th� t  
t er e uur li f e  og ethcr ue � i ns . 

/e =.r e  
c h:-.v e  

S un  not 

e S ro 0 l 

ot �e r e  to pl1 , o 
:trd \IO r� t o  de "' nd 
t�e s t  ug al e- - f� c e 

e: St r or. , ; 

H"1 s Joe el 

dr ec. , t o  drift ; 
lo" d s  t o  lift ; 
i ;  t i s  }od 1 s g i ft . 

3'"'.y ot ) 
1 1 '1<1� a :.- s 2.r e v i l . \ .  0 1 s t o  bl".me ? 1 1 

l d f , d  t r. - a r, 1 .  l s  a.1  u ""c q ..i . c s c c- - o , sh::, e ! 
t " nd 1.:p , s ..,Je� k v 1t , 'l ici r:.vcly

J 
i 1 ,d I s 1 '1 .  e . 

c ock 




