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JUST CURICUS? CR FAITHFUL!

A Lutheran Seminary should be a religious community, where the
members are living Spirituval lives. According to Scripture life comes
from Christ. Christ is the socurce and the basis of faith. Faith is
the awareness of Jod being really present for us. "Lo, I am with you
alwayl" "Ir Him we nove and have our being."

Where is this Christ? He is in the Church. He is truly pre-
sent, wherever two or three are gathered in His Name. Wherever the
objective, visible Name or Sign of Christ is confessed, we have the
Means of Grace or His Word and Sacraments, "This is My Body which is
given for youl" Christ's Body and Elcod are the Sacrament. 'The
Saicrament is the Gespel." (Large Catechism) The Gospel is abseolution
for the past and the pcwer of God unto salvation, Salvation includes
the freedom to act in love and joy. Love is radical cbedience to God
and service to man.

The old phrase, "at the same time, saint and sinner'", holds
as good for comiunities in the Church as for the individusl members,
As long as the community is committed te Christ, it will be aware of
its need for genuine criticism ard penitence. Fcr Christianity is
truth and love, and truth demands honesty. And hcnesty can only offer
1 humiliating answver to God's call, "Adam, where are you?" Everyone
of us must know that penitence is the first step of faitha

The purpose of a Seminary or any Spiritual community must be
to inspire faith. Only after faith can we speak of knowledge.
According to St. Augustine, "Faith seeks urderstandlnc " And faith
without knowledze would surely be dead. But nevertheless knowledge
is like any of our works, nct to be worshipped.

Is not the »roblem at ZTettystiurz the same problem faced every-
where in the world? Vlie do not see God, nresent and acting in our
lives, because we do rot have erough faithl!

e E. Nelscn
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NEW STUDENT ASSCCIATICN CFFICERS

*¢sident - Fred EFichner



FEATURE EDITC.I-L

Perhars a few comments ocught to be made abcut last Thursday's
Student Association Meeting and the election of new officers. There
was obviously an air of latent hostility and mistrust even to the
point of cries of 'railrcading'. 1 am nct here tc belabor those
points at all, except to say that it was a shame they had to develop.
Last Thursday is past though and let's let all the negative feelings
pass with it. We do have a new slate of officers, and we do have a
new and very imnortant year in which they will lead. Let us begin
now niaking that coming year one of the most successful we have ever
had.,

It seems that one of the first jots of the new administration
will be to sericusly face the protlem ef the current constitution. It
1s ir need cf revision, possibly total rewriting. The mew curriculum
and the required reriod of internship will definitely cause some dif-
ficulty in votine procedures and in continuity of leadership and com-
mittee organizaticn, Should the intern class elect President and Vice-
“resident before they leave? Should elections be changed until Sep-
tember? If 50 how would the entering Juniors get to lrncw the candi-
fates in order tc make a resronsible chcice? What effect upon the
whole workirg of the Association will be made by the fect that no
rlass will overlar another class for mcre than one year? There are
guestions to be faced and study ocught to ltegir now.

There are other areas that need to be looked into as well.

75 there a lacx of jurior inveclverent as has been claimed? Have the
juniors been kept ocut or have they just chosen to remain out? I beliceve
the juniors will be the only ones truly able to answer and their an-
swer ocught tc receive careful consideratiocn., Whet about Association
Committees? Do their functions need to be re-studied? Can a committiee
which visits the county home for one hour a weel really be czalled a
Missions Committee? D¢ we need a retreat committee, or rather what
ever happened to it? 1Is the social committee really meeting the
social reeds of the married as well as the single students, of the

on camzus as well as the off campus students? Can a joint student-
faculty-comnunity Cultural Committee really function? What about
meeting procedure? Do we need an appointed parliamentarian?

There are a lot of questions to be aslked and hopefully a lot
of questions to be answered. DBut wnose job is it? Frankly I thini
that is a very foolish question to ask. We elected our officers.
They have a responsibility to us because they have been elected, and
we have a resuonsibility to them because we elected them. So often
we just ask the questiors 2and then sit back and say it is someone
else's task tc ansiver them. Ouch is not the case., Ve have the in-
terest, we have tie enthusiasm, we have the erergy. If not, there
wrould net have been over seventy pecnle at the meeting last weel,

It is up to us tc diz in and get to work now. Tines are changing
cur ways of meeting the new time also need to dbe changed, and it 1s
up to us, all of us, to chnuge them,.

JH
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Reprinted from the newsletter "Communique" of Luther Seminary in Minne-
viiere Bishop Neill recently visited.

March 22, 1965
NEILL SAYS: AMERICAN SYSTEI FORGETS SIIIINARIANS ARE GRADUATLS

ST. PAUL, Mirn. --"The whole Anerican seminary system seems toc
overlook the fact that students are already graduateg,' Bishop Stephen
Neill, professor of nissions and ecumenicz2l theclogy at Hamburg Uni-
versity in Fermany, s2id in an interview here Saturday. He added,
“Much more attention needs to be placed on this fact."

The 64 year cld Anglican bishop referred to the '"rat race" of the
system, scying, "As o visitor I am troubled by the weight of teaching
rlaced on the faculty and by the rush of the students." He cecntinued,
"I do not mean to say both sides should worl less but rather that they
should work more profitably,™

Compared to Ferman students, the actual theclogical interest
~mong American seminarians is nuch less, related Dishop Neill. "A
;cod many here want to just get through and irnteo the ministry," he

nid. And he wvorned, "If 2 man goes cut without 2 serious theologiczl
passion, his preaching in ten yeors will likely be rather empty."

And ccmparing the U.S. seminary system to thre Dritish, Neill said
the strength of the Fritish system is individual teaching. "This is
where the Eritish system has 2 major contribution to make," he declared,

Bishcp Neill deplored the lazck of time spent in prayer at Luther
Seminary compared to Anglicon seminaries. He s2id thot relotively
speaking, very little time is spent in prayer here znd '"the vast
majority of students cculd learn a great dezxl in this field."

"Many seeil to thir’z they will come to it when they are ordained,
little knowing thot they will be twice as rushed then," he mused.
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\WIITH CACH DAWN COMES A TIEW DAY

First one eye opened; then the other. In stages he awcke. e
rubbed his eyes vigorously. The sun shone tihrough the window and laid
2 pnttern of light on the flocr. IHe got cut of bed and walled over to
the window. The grass in the courtyard was very greern and glistened
with dew. He drew 2 deep brenth of the sweet morning =2ir.

"That'!s o Camn good sitell," he whispered to himself as he sur-
veyed the for corriers of the courtyard. "a donn good smell."

L group of su~ll birds landed in the y2rd and began their ritual
search for focd. IHe wntched the birds as they moved from one spot to
another, pecking violertly into the soft earth. As each cof the birds
became 2 victor in its personnl battle, it flew uvpward to the roof...
perhaps beycrd.

"Them birds hnve 2 zood life....flying wherever they want to go...
lots of worms to e't....2¢ South for the VWinter...sc2k up the sunshine."

Ee haod 2 lct of time to thinli 2nd the birds were one of many sub-
Jects in his wemntal reperteire. The gross, dew, sunshine, people,
hunting knives, electric rczors 2nd cigorettes were 21l sukjects of
occasioncl meditation.

He turned from the window 2nd began to dress. It was Monday and
he put on cle~n denims znd 2 matching shirt. The hezvy, rubber soled
shoes felt cool on his feet.

(cont.on page 4)
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Shaving w:s 2 routine sctivity carried out cnce 2 day for Gost of

nis 2duylt life. He gdisliked vsing an electric razor, but it was 211 h
2d. He wished that he could use on old foshioned s%ralght ro2or and
get 2 really gocd shave, Those days were past. He wouldn't use =«
straight razor z2zain in his lifetine,

He turned to his bed ond busied himself straightening the sheets
und smoothing the blonk ever them. He was conscious of sound® in
the building as other cccr ants become active and »nrepared thellselves
for the ceming day. Reaching for his watch, he saw that it wois nearly
7 o'elock. He wound the watch and slivned 1t on his wrist.

In o few minutes he wveculd be leavinz for brezkfast, and then he
would be off to his d-y's work. It wasn't the ecsiest work he had ever
done, but it kept his mind busy, which was 21l that mattered. The york
so involved him thot he rarely hod on opnortunity to think of anything
else durinz woriing hours.

From scomevhcre down the ccorridor 2 bell rong. Checking his watch,
more from habit than neeessity, he grunted his satisfaction. It was
7 A. M. on the ncse. He wolked toward the door. As he aprroached,
thiere was 2 loud buzzing scund, and then the metallic clang of 30
electric bolts snayping open. He grasped one of the bars and swung the
‘ocr cpen. (Crnice in the corrldor, he joined the single file line form-
ing by the zuard's desk 2t the end of the cellblock.

Every doy for the post four years had started this waye..eond
evary day for the rest of his life weuld clso start thot way. Ko,
he'd never use 2 stroizht roazor again,

F. K
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EXCERPTS FRCM XNCWLEDZE GAINED AT SEMNINAR
(This article came into the hands of the Table Talk staff from outside
the seminzry community, and its cuthership is unknown. e therefore
malte an exception to our rule of not publlsq1ng unsizsned articles and
hope it is not copywrited!)
First Year:

Arrived at seminnry. Not sure wvhy I conme, but ccnfldent that seminary

rill tell me. liet severnl students. Unset by one student who colled
seminary ‘"the spook house," Overheord scome sttdents talking about
Bark. Lenrnec it's "Iarth'"---wendered wihizt haonzened to that '"th,"

Learried I must lilte coffee. Neot sure I shculd be here.

Classes meeting: Fourd I must learn Jerrinn, Lotin and Greek weouldn't
hurt either, Don't see much chance to use Inglish, Decided ZTnglish
speakers ignorant onyway. T2king extensive notes.

OLD TESTAMENT: Moses didn't write 3Jenesis, etc. Trying to figure out
& spelling scheme so I c2n remenber J.E.D. 2nd that other fellow,
Jetting more complicated daily. Heord rumers that upperclassmen say
there were two J's, and something about R, Could kick Moses for not
writing Pentzgon., Could kick myself for not realizing that he cculdn't
have. Got to learn Hebrew.

NEW TESTAMERT: John didn't write St. John, etc. Nosticks on the scene.
Jesus believed in demons (doesn't say much for him). . . Switser messed
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everybody up. . . l'ct sure Jesus worked niracles, They thought he did.
Something haoppened, ané the church was fcrmeds . .liot sure Jesus wanted
a church formed. ﬁot sure of the form cf the church. Jesus may have
said some of the things in the Nl.T....Not sure which ones. . . The
stories are different, but the Jospels are sinoptic. . . Jesus spoke
Arameic, so the Jospels were written in Jreek. It was fortunate that
Greek was used becfiuse it is 2 very precise langunge, but each word
has several meaninrgs,

CHURCH HISTORY: Jesus didn't write anythirg! Heretics were once
orthodox 2nd erthodox were once heretics. Not clear on the distinc-
tion. Lots of heretics. . . Clement was from Alexandria, There was
another one at Rcme. . . There wasn't 2 Pope until the third century,
but Peter thought he wos one. . . The Holy Rcomon Empire was not holy,
Romcn, or on empire. « » Wesley wasn't a lethodist, Calvin wasn't a
presbyterian, It doesn't motter anyhow, since the church is invisible
«ese People wanted religious freedom, so they went to America and set
up 2 theocrzcy. The Apostles didn't vrite the Apostles' Creed.

DOGMADICS: Barth vwrotec everythinz! (Maybe thnt stucdent did say
"Bark,") Learned that when therc arc two onswers to o problem, they
are in tensicn. Don't accept either onswer. 2Be 2 diclectic. Tension
is good. . . S5till must lecrn Jerman. . o Tillich had his being
grounded, but Barth said NC! (frcm the Alps). Learned the scandel of
Symptomatic Theolcozy: A mon syperas his whaole life working out a uni-
varsal beliefy but when he is tiircugh, he is the only cone who can be-
lieve it. . « The "Word" means Jesus., I cden't have the Vord, but I
should preach the Vord. . . There is no such thing as an atheist
(wouldn't thev be surprised:) Sure I shculd nct be herel

PASTORIAL THECLCO3Y: Tries to remove tension (cf. notes on dialectic).
Rogers left seminary sc he could tell seminarizns how to counsel. . .

Freud had an iilusion. St. Pa2ul had 2 hallucinztion . . . Never prezachi

(cf. notes on Dogmadics)., We connot use pasteral language anymore. . e
The innocent ore more guilty thon the guilty(?). . « Arranged for an
interview,

MISCELLANICUS RFMARIS: Coffece breck is o good thing. Parties in the
library are usually exciting. Theclozy is 2 happy sclence, but most
people scem pretty depressed. Gradunte students linow 2 lot (a2t least,
they 2re clder and smcke pipes). If I vant to teach in America, I
should study in Germany.

SEVERAL MONTHS LATER

Neted that numercus scnicrs arern't sure they are ready fer the vorld;
they are staying for further graduate worki Not sure I'11 be back,
Must learn German,

SECCHD YTAR:

Arrived at semincry. Not sure vhy I came, but confident that seminary
will tell me + « &

', K. Certain






