
Vol. 1 Ne. 20 

News and Views of the Student &dy of 'The Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. 

April 22, 1965 

T-m PROPER E 1PHASIS IN TJ:EOLU��IC. L EDUCATIOr 

1uch discussion is goin0 o _ around campus a bout the neu empha
sis on acade�ic achiever.:e11t. The old school of thought was that the 

e::::-sonality of the professors makes just as :nuch of an impression on 
the student as the intellectual knowled6e he o:fers. The new scbool of 
thought seems to believe that acade.-1ic ac:1ievement is prinary anc. that 
it tal:es place regardless of the persona:ity of the professor. Alo 
,_._ 4,..:1 ... his new e · .. phasis on a classroorr.-centered currict 1 um the e comes 
-�or�·7?r about 1:he lack of community on the Pid e. Perhaps the "new 
l-ir- - 1 1 should ask ther.:selves whether the e phasis on academics has so:::ne
: �in; to do with pro□otin� the lack of co unity. 

In forrer days community existed on this campus as a natural 
..,..a�ult of the atmosphere created by the faculty. This no lon'5er seei:.:: 
to be the case. The professors are so loaded dm·m ith administrativf'. 
��i pro otional res,onsibilities that their primary reason for bei1� 
h .r8 is being sha efully obscured. This is not their lot by choic�, 

ut :·ather a result of the 11 system 11 that is growing among us. Since 
-.-:1:) r:.ajority of the student's tine is spent in classes and in pre
pa�ing for them, it is inevitable that the tenor of the student's 
� titude be greatly affected by the orientation of t'ie professors. 
T ere is a direct and positive correlation between the sense of com
·r.m· ity on this car:19us and the attitude of the faculty. Perhaps all 
of this talk about community shotld begin with a discussion and 
e1aluation of the attitude and purpose of the faculty who are called 
pri::i1arily to the ministry of teaching. 

Part o� this evalu�tion should incl·de a statement on the 
prol)cr emphasis in theological education. Should a seminary faculty 
demand stringent academic performance withouc at the same time 
offering the necessary pastoral concern? It seems to me that the 
;�oper balance of concern and acadeJic achievenert s�ould be main
tained. If t:1is balance is r.ot re5ained, there is a good chance that 
in a short time there \/ill be no dif�ere1 ce bet\1een .1ett sbur� 
Seminary and any co1;1:'arable cut-throat 3:·aduate school. With the 
advent of the 11 neu breed, 11 the time las co e to re-examine the direc-
tion \.hich is being fostered by the ne\·.' stress on academic achieve
ment. The course ,e are beginning to t Le does not at all seem to 
be the proper one! Perhaps some clue to this whole matter can be 
exposed by asking ,hether parish experience should not be required 
of those who desire to become se, inary ,·rofessors. 

Feature Editorial 

Robert J. Richards 
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"COMMUNITY" CO!-::B USIL • 

Cne li itation of being on an 
iPternship is that no matter how 
hard I try, I can 1 t totally feel 
a part of the se�inary. I can 
read issues of "Table Tall·," ex
cha i.ge letters uith some of you 
at the se. ir.ary, and t.1aybe even 
get ogether vith sone of you 
f�on ti�e to ti�e, out I' □ r.ot 
present on the "hill" where I can 
feel the atmospr.Lere and attitude 
of the ca□pus. It is rith this 
limitation and handica�, if you 
,. .. lease, that I wo ld like to share 
wit ... 1 you m r thought on a .1atter of 
rea] concern to me. It is, in 
part, a response to an editorial 
about a month a�o by Ed Vo6elsong 
· ·here Ed made a le for "tr ought 
regarding the nature of a seminary 
CC1 U11ity. 11 

I past issues of "Table Tall," 
a lot of negaLiVe co�1ne ts have 
1 �er� expressed concerr.irJ the 

atu�e and, more specifically, 
tre attitude or the seminary cora-
unity. Each ice I read stch an 

rrticle I get as far as the vord 
"comrnunity," a1d then I become 
co:uused. Eve:::-yone writing an 

rticle seems tot�· e it fer 
�ran ed that all of s kno, \That 
he is tal1:ing a bo ,t .,hen he us es 
t· a word "conmnu:ity. 11 E:{p:>essions 
St'..ch az 

11 s ernir:G.r • COlilLlU! i ty, 11 

u reli.g · cus comnuni ty, 11 11 Christ ia 
community, 11 "our own comraur.ity, 11 

:differe:rrt cu. ununi ty, 11 11 t: e 
hal ing se□i ·--Y co ·· m.i ty, u 
"conu uni tie in the Chu!'ch, 11 

11 S-)iritual co ·.1unity, u etc. are 
used quite freely. But I' just 
not sure what these exnrcssjons 
reall; mean. 1aybe those using 
these expressions know 1hat they 
mean, but so ehou, these e�pres
sio s haven 1 t con;inunicated ar.y 
concrete images in m miPd. 

\/hat mal:es a community? Do we 
autorati ally have a community 
because we live in the sa e geo
graphical area or becatse we share 
the same oals in our vocational 
calling? I don I t believe tr.is .:..s 
enough. I think comP1u1ity 1ea11s 

(Cont. col. 2) 
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Community Confusion 
(Cont. from col. 1) 

uiore than this, especially whe 1,rn 
are talking about a particular 
c�ununity--our seminary communityw 
Ideally, we would be striving for 
that ultimate in the meaning o 
cornmunity--a true ecclesia and 
koinonia. But realistically, our 
seminary conmunit is quite huma j 

a d  \le need to �rasp a!l under
standing of community in li�ht of 
this obvious fact. 

I would like to tl.ink of the 
seminary cor:munity as a place 
where 1e, as individual hur.1an 
be1 ,�s, can cotie to3ether to 
strug�le in our growth in 

0
race. 

This is Yhere we can concentrate 
our efforts on becoming the per
sons }od inter.ded us to become 
( r�ich each of us �ust discover 
for ourselves) and on becoming 
a 1Jart of a true Christian fellow
s�ip. I en·hasize becomi g be
c:.use ue never totally arrive at 
that point. ·e never reac per
fect1oi,. So� it should not be 
toe upsetti1 0 to us ,hen our sem
inary life sho,s \le have a lot to 
be desired before becomir.g the 
"ho .. ed for 11 ecclesia ar�d lroinonia. 

10 .e, the seninar must be a 
ulace tor us 1here we can fe8l 
free eno1... h to s..,ru51le with our 
questioi.s, doubts� fears > and in
adequacies, and thereby be free 
to �ror in '"'race and self-under
stann.ing. If we arc constantly 

(Cont. on p.. ) 



c rit i c i zing each other or not 1)e in::, perf ec , or bein d efens iv e 
bec aus e  we are c ons t ant , . .  t he o'... j e � t  o: � - · t .:.c i 'f , 1e cannot be free  
an h nes t e ou

..:,
h w� t c : �  other to  s .. lre  Ol1 d e eply felt 1 1  ro  •1i 

p s. i  s . " 
Be�o. e L he _ e car be a fee l i  . 7 of c os enes s , or s ome s ens e of 

onene s at the s e  i ary , there � us t  be an at osphere of ac c eptanc e 

v 

ev e . le rJus t ac c crnt  eac other as  vi  i nd ividual  s elf- uor h . 
le us t  r eali z e  a .d · ad1 it that our v i eus ar e r.ot the o l"' " ri ,,.ht " 

vi ews 1-;o s s ibl e , and ': at a� be •Te a r e  -rr on
.:> 

s omet iwe s and the other 
p ers o ri .1ht . � s .ir d  · v idua l s  in our st  U

.:, 
� l e  fo · dir ec t i on , reat er 

und er s t a nd ir.:..
.:, , and d :? er,.er ear.in of l ife , ue a!'e ot a l ·  at the sa e 

l ,ve l i r.1 our s pi ritua l  ':;r :::,wU1 . \· e mus t r ec og.  i z e this , and ins t ead of 
c c... .,,.,c_ L111in .::. , ; L:U t prov i•i e an at osy  ere 1, '::1.er e one i s  ac c ei)t dd at thi: 
s t ag e  of gro  rt �1 he or s l:e _ ow i s . A d th0 we mt.st  prov id e  a c l i�at e 
·. e;re  spi r itual ovth can pos s i  b- y ta  .. �e lac e . 

v nat , then are the es � e ial  ir .:, � ea � ent s of a s e�inary c o�
!1Un it ,:- where ac c e  t anc e  lov e  a 11d 1,, e .  s ona l , s .. ir · t1.:.al  s t ru. �  .:, l e  and 
:; r ovth a r e  pcc:: 5 .:_  le ? The fi  -r s t  i ng r ed i ent i s  J�:, m:l ed ,�. .·le mus t  lm 
n.nd e.c c ept each other a s ?eI· s o Thi s i11c l  d e s  having a s er..s it ivi './ 
1 ''J' re:.n we ha ' e  s o  .e unders t a.rdi n 3  and f e 8 l :.ng o:' ,,he e tne next 
J 

. r s on i s  in hi s or her s ,i r itu2 :  � ro . th anC s t rus � l e , And t o  1ave 
• 1i f' under s t a.r::.d i � o:' aLd f e e-:ing for 0thers r equires  that ve lmow 
(1 1 l.!' s e 7 v es and -r� ere  we are  in our mm s r  ... iritu.al ar:d emot i ona l s 't rt -
g l � �G � The cnl :ay t o  cno r and uLd er s �ad othe rs at the s eminary 
.:.. � oy li s t eni� , t ruly li st er i r  6 , t o  v h::.t tbE:y are  im·rc.rdl  c ryi115 01 .. t .. 

T�1e s e"' ond i ri.:, r e C::. i er:+, i s  e,c !,_fili_s i o  ., If , :; a r e  afraid o 
e •r 1n:e s s  our inward ost  feel i n:-; s and c c: ... c err s no one , inc lud ing 
,. · ·  . .  · s -31 v e s , wi ll be a le to .1.:nm·1 who we are ar;d v.rlr.t o .r needs a re . 
i :e 9d s c an be -::uet cnly aft er they a!'e  J rnown aLd c l ea ly expr es s ed . 
- · ue 7 this  s elf e pos�r e  leav e s  us open for hurt a 1d p os s i ble r e j ec 
t .  - :-. Ly others , but r .er e !cnowled g e and acc e• ·  t a nc e  lov e  exi s t , t her e 
i s  an atr.iOS i-, e e 1.1 ere cur spir "' ti...al  ar.J. . ers o .al � r m:th c an ta  :e 
_1]. :.i c  0 ·• 

dhat ther. i s  t e s et in:1.ry c omnu1.ity t c  be ? ':!.' h i s  can  e an
s , r0 .... ed onl/ a s  ,;e wo k t o 7 ether i n  our s trug g l e  f or c ar.t i ue s e lf-
, . .  ,,.,t .. r s t andir-s , ur:d er t ard ing o .... thos e .2. r o .d us , and grmrth in g rac e ,. 

og er ,r other: 

1 1 Int elli g er.t a\ia rene s s " , , e!'e  the ;_�e ,,ord s of � ov er 1L1e t 
offic ials t ... i s  p s t  ee :� c:1.urin

.:, 
a Luther an Ltud ent u erui nar on .rov er .

ment in l'la s� i n�to , D . C . 166 stud ent s ""rom fort y- five d i ffer ent 
c ol l eg e s  and s e . i aries  .:, a  the.1.  ed in the nat i on I s c a;--1 t e l  t o  h ear 
� overnment lead e r s  d i s c us s  the c ruc ial i s s  e s  fac i n3 our c ount ry 
t oday . T _1e or.ly Lv s en:.i na r i e s  r epre s  nt ed ,ere S outhe n S e  .i a Y ( 10 )  
�nd }ett ys bur

.::. 
( 1 ) . The t _ r e e  day s eni -� \ a s c oope t ive _y s 9on

s ored  by he !'1at i onal  L t:  eran C ou...11c i l  ( LCA e "ld ' LC ) ar.d t he Lu lieran 
C' urch- ii s s our i SynoC . T e t i,. e s 1., e t \·ra s v ery informat iv e and e 
exc it in� . 

At an i nt roduct c  y s e s s i oL , the �ev e rend 
of Fi r s t  T r i ni --cy  Lutheran Ch rch ( .. !i s s ot·r i- �:{ 10d ) 
that the on::.y way the Chu:::c _ c.'.ln be releva it t o  a 
s oc i ety i s  if the in  ivid 1 a l  mec ers  of that o ' 

( C o  t • Cll • 4 )  

hilip  Roepe , ast or 
t old the s t  d ent 
d ac t iv e  i n  t oda t 

s e  � t o  wit n  s s  t o  
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t e ospel t .rough an i r ed ·· r:te lig er..t nd alert· part icipat ion in 
that s oc i et �r : in thi s  ca.,c , t ·1_ ... c- · _; . tl =- ,.  :e _  J. c� .... al a -" encie s . 

But fo t o  who arc not directly invol ed i the le i slative 
and admini s trat ive aspect s of the over e .t , there i s  a lso uch to e 
done . ot only o ,e have the res  ons ibilit of ei  educated our
s clv s ,  but we als o  have the rcs-µons ibi lit of s eeing that otherc c o  • 
trib  t c  intelli 0 ent part ici at io • If •TC arc  c onc erned � for exar.i le , 
about eople etting the vot e , e m  st  als o  be c onc erned about etti 
t em educated . 

Later in he ,,eel< , Frederick lac ly , Public ffairs ad i s er 
of th Burea of Int e�nat ional r a i zat i o Affa irs s oke on c rrent 
trends itl in he un · ted ati ons . He revic ed the dual cri s is i 
which the is i volved · both fi  anc ial and or anizat io  al. Jith 
unc ornmcn opt inisrn  egarding the f ture of the inter�ational or za-
tion , he discus ed the four poi  pro ra 1hich is under ,ay to  c orrect 
these crises : 1 ) P::-es sure on the de · a  lt i co  tries u ich are in 
arrea s in their  l- 9. .,."':ler. s ;  2 )  sk the 1-tern:it · o !al Gour of ust ic e  
to  d -c ide if as  es sment s of the ce �er ati ons a e le  al u der t e 
chai t � ( s inc e  t e Uo i s  o ,  s ed t o  the c o  t , it is dou t ul if s � 
will abide by the dec is i on of the co  t ) ; ) lv ake another round of 

� s essment s of the uer be natio s and ask for voluntary c ont rib tioru: 
( thi s will allow a ' u,.,.y o t 1 for the Soviet nio , bec aus e if  hey 
. f- ·use t o  pay wo ey for art:1 interve  t i o  , t i"!en they · i 5ht conse _t 
c o  r;;al:i P a undes i _, :1ated c o  tribut ion ) , 4 )  . uthori ze the sale  of 
"ncls to raise cney for the Unit ed rat io s . Howeve , when he ,as 

q_ e� t i oned y t . e studert s , P.lac ly ad.rcitt c -chat t ere ,,as q ues t i on 
bou� the ID. effec t ivene� s c o 1cer · ed China , peac ekeeping in s · � 

1:.:. sarmament , a . c i  T i l  ri�hts ( t  e chart er !:Jro ibits inter ent i o  
� ithin d o  est ic  j uri  d i c t � o  o part ic ipat i s tates ) . 

Hyma .. ,oo .. binder , s s i sta t Dir ector of the C fic e of .wC O 
CL ortunit , S ) O  e 011 the Di e s i ons of the vd.r o poverty at a 1 
P O� at the 1at io al re s s Clu� . He av e s ome start lir.2 fi0ures o 
l imens ion of t is  :,> 0verty . 1 overt� r me:. . ... s an annual inc o  e unC:er 
'p'"' , 000 4 The 1rc s s  national product is ·�,650 illion , v i ·ch 7 illio 
people era lo ed . The ave ag e . at i o  1al  i�co ... e is ��7500 . 3ut there a ,.... 
:' . · .:tJ.lion people ( 20% o_ the 1)opulat i on ) liv inu with a t otal fa il� 
i c o�e of $1000 per  year - incl .cin pu lie  assi st�n� e • . nd each ear 
o e nillio c�ildren are be iL5 or · nt o fa i l ies  in thi s bracket . 
Of thi s 20% of the po ·  lat io , 50% are Jeg oes . The other so � in
c lud es C'rto ; c iL s ,  S a _ _  i sh , ar. fa . . · i e �  eac.ed b ·mme • Dr . 
Bookbind er s aid th  t t ere is , wi t . .  o t a do  t , a re:.at io s .ip bet een 
di s crimin tion · d �o ert . 

The 1 · - � crta::it t . .  1 1:17 abo t 1 1 -:,o "' ..1.. . 
1 is  that it i a 

c c l e : a cul : re cf overt i1as e s t  _ li 3 '1ed j tsclf . C nc e  a 
bor ·into t i s  c · �  -: ·..ire _ov :..--t:· , it i s--2. vi  t le · hat he r ..1ai  . there 
in t at culture. c. so -t l  is  c c le has �ot t o  e broken . The overn-
ment as ot t o  c�t into  t e c irc l e . :� t is  co t r  at the present 
time , there ar e thr ee  ene t i ons who are receivi u lie  ass ista . e �  
T e  fourtl e e at ion is  nov being bor . T e e viro e t  has ot t o  
b e  chang ed for t e  youn Jeople  first , ecaus e these are the �eo)l 
rho are or ho , ill  soo e p ocl i_c ing a ne-., 

0
�nerat i on of pu lie  

as s i s tance rec i i ient s . 
Dr . Boo �bi der 

pro rams 1hich must be 
Jo Cor s : rov i es a 
guides , friends , nd ad 

t'1en ela orated on. sever 1 of t e JO ernmen 
ass i s t ed and carrie out on the local  level . 

opi-'ort ' it  t o ,.::, et a ,ay from home and have 
inistr  tor ; Vista � a do  es t ic  eace cor s ;  

( Co . 0 • 5 )  
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I e i �hborh ood Youth G o� ;s :  f or young �e op l e ,n o a r e  � oir _., t o  s c . oo l  r 
11. o 1.ron ' t o:.., c an ' t l eL e .1or,e . ':.' .e ic e :.. i s  t o  he l t hem s e t n , ::, oa l s : 

� e t t em t o  dr e s  ne t i y , , c. • e ,  or s i : i : ily d o  s ome t · 1in a c c o d i  ., t o  
s c hedul e ; /or - StJ19.Y : s o  t :1a t L.. e 1.10!' e i t e l l i g er.t  c hi ld r e n c a n  _., o  t o  

o l � e -> e a d .ro r, : a t  the S '.me t ine , t o  pr ov · d e  i c ome at hone ; a d 
0 .1 ec t, He d s t  ., t .  und er t l e ph j_ l o s ophy t hat I pov er t _r c h i l d r en I a r e  

re yea r s beh i nd be f or e t h e y  ev e be � i n  s c l o ol at a ; e  f iv e , th i s  
p r o o r am pr ov id e s e i -:,ht ,·e el:s of i t e  s iv e , c a r e ful t r a i ni ng f or 00 

hous a nd c h i l d r en ( pr e- s c ho ol ) t o  he lr t h em b f o r e  t 1 e e _., i s c ho o l  
i S e pt em ber ( i e lud ing a oc t or s , opt ome r i s t s , d e r:t i s t s , e t c . ) . 

Am o a t ne ot he r l ec tur e s  � e  e t h o s e  i n  t he _ e nt a _., on , ;� ic h 
6. i  c us s e d t he Uni t ed S t a t e s I r o l e  i n  S out h V i e t  ram , i r c lud i ng t h e  
r r e s e nt a t i on f t h e  h i s t o  i c a l  a c  _., r e  '.nd of t he c o  nt ry , t h e  na t ' r e 
o f  t h e  p e o p l e a nd c h e  o b j e c t iv e s  •1h i c h  t 1 US h a s s e t . R ea r  . dm i ra l 
J . Fl oyd Dr e i t ·1 , US i; Cha i rr: a 0 .1  t h e  ."..rn ed For c e s  Cha p l a i ns Lo a r d  
( a �d Hi s s our i- S• rr cd ) s y-, olr.e on c ha ra c t er _., 1.:. d a rc e i n  t h e  . .  r m ed For c e s . 

T h e  Hon . � l e e  Ol s o , C o n� r e s s · a _ f r o .i  :1 nne s ot a , l Le r t  qu i e , 
l s �  i r om i e s ot a , a 1 d a l l of t h e  ot h e r  Lut h e r a n  of f i c i a l s  i n  ::, ov e r n
e nt s a i d  e s e nt i a l l y  t he s ame t }  i g c o nc e r !'" i r . ., t l: e C . r i s t i a ' s 1a r

"t i c i i:, a � i on i n  h i s  ov e r nm e  t . Pa r t i c i pa t i o n  3 v c r rnn e nt i s  not '"' n  
n,., t i o na l  ma t t e r  f or -: 1 e  C h r i s t i "' r: . !e r�av e an  o bl i  a t i o n o pu o 
.: a i ' ,l l  t o  r a c t i c e  i n  ev e �  a s  e c t of 01.:r l i v e s . Fe c a nn o-: oe a 
Ci i � -: i a n- one p a r t  o,:, t h e  t im e  a nd a c i t i z e n  t h e  ot h e r . Jne mu s t  
p P � , e t e  t h e  ot 1 e r : t h e r e  c a n  e o ,a l l s  o f  s e g r e  a t i on . T h i s 
� - k  s pray e r  t i  e , t ·  Ol:.� ht , a ,d c ons i d e r J.t i o . .  nd t h i s  i s  t h e  
· . ·· 1y, n  i bi l i  y of e e -:: y  c i t i z en . T h e  r e s p or:s i bi l i t y  of t h e  Chur c h  a :::id 

i nd iv i dua l ne be r s  of  the  Dody i s  t o  c or.u�i t tm ent a nd a c t i o n  
7 :  , "'.lgh Fa i th . 

}ue n.ri Bi l i:,ur n 

T h I RD A T EXl! I �IT 

The exhibit s of Ca_  ol Lan,_., e a nd I· a ·art in a r e  b e i  'C) fol l ow e : 
t ni s we ek b " the  uork of ir s . E i l e en C o o;, er , ri f e  o�  � e  .i or D i c !c 
Ce,op er . i!:i l e en 1 a s  s e l e c t cc. ap  , oxi .a t e ly :20 ·1 rorlcs , a l l  i n  c L. s  b1.' t 
e n  d i f f e r e nt s 1' r fac e s  s uch e s  , 1  .,,_ o ou i ns t  Jad  o c a nv& s . Her w o  k wi l: 
� p Jea  in the 1 · bra�y ot"'.lnda for  t�e ext t en c�y . 

f o rt exhi i t  • :i ::. l  f ol l m, a .a e 1.. d r in� S emi na ry :e e 
ar.d -: }  e Con•: e :-, c i on of t r. e Luthe ..... ar: oc i et :r of ' Jor shi � , . s i c a nd t ·  
' rt s  � Thi s ex:1i u i  t •ri l l  c o  l i ne a f e :: i e c e s  fr or.: t '· 1 0 s rLo had a l
r eady s h own :_J lus s el ec t ed \1orlcs fron ·r s . Jet s ev : .ye s a nd ?red ,e i s z 
T h i s  Cot:111u!1it y Sheu n. 11 'Je open t o  a l l , an one e l s e uh o vovld l i l{e t o  
subr.1 · t · rork t o  t e s el ec t i n c ornnit t ee ... ,2.ea s e c o  t 3. c t  J ohn Ea .:, ed or n . 

J I 




