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Cuest Editorial

"The Churches and Tax Exemption'

In an article that is bty now well
lnmown on this campus, Madalyn Murray
presented her next endeavor which she
will eventually, she says, bring before
the Supreme Court, the tax-the-churches
suit. It is this vriter's opinion that
eventually either she or someone else
will bring this svit before the court
and the ruling will be that churches
will no longer be tax: exempt. This will
be as upsetting to some people as the
school-~nrayer decision weas.

While in this country there is no
uniform code of property and sales tax,
there are general conditions which exist
nov in almost all of the states. Actual
places of worship are not taxed, often
the parsonage, church operated schools,
and teacher's residences enjoy an examp-
tion, Church owned real estate is many
times given a lenient value estimate,
Often a sales tax is not imnosed u»on
articles sold to a church for religious
purpeses, or upon stles by a church of
food and beverages at church suppers,
or on articles at bazaars. The Federal
Internzl Revenue Code exempts entirely
from income tax the income which a
church earns in the conduct of a busi-
ness as well as income from investments.
The exemption is very broad and applies
no matter how remote the business may
be from normal church activity, an inter-
esting example being the wineries and
distilleries.,

The church owns a substantial per-
centage of property in our country that
is not taxed and statistics indicate
that tlie amount of this exempt property
is rising faster than assessable property,
pereentage-wise. As governments on all
(cont'd next col.)
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WA CHRISTIAN WINISTRY IN THE WATIONAL
" PARKS"

"A Christian Ministry in the Nation-
al Parks" is a program of the NCCCUSA
which sperves people following their lei-
sure pursuits in our National Parks.

The program also serves thousands of
college students who spend their Summer
working in a Park,

Our Seminary has had representation
in the ACMNP program for the past two
years. In 196y Gwenn Hilburn served in
the program, and last Summer Mark and
Sharon Gruebneyer and Fred xrautwurst
were involved.

This Thursday and Friday Rev., John
Wrench, the assistant director of the
ACQMNF program, will be on campus to talk
with any students who might like to find
out more about the program. Thursday
evening at 7 PM the entire Seminary
Cormunity is invited to be present in
the Aberly Room (206) to hear of the
work done in the Park Ministry and to
see slides of the program in action.
Pastor trench and the Gettysburg alumni
will be on hand to talk with interested
persons and share their experiences,

All are invited, married and single,
male and female. This Summer some 220
college and seminary students are needed
to provide this witness in L2 of our
llational Parks across the country. If
you'd like a specific appointment, there
is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board
outside Dean Stroup's office.

Churches and Tax (cont'd from col. 1)
levels are seeking more income they must
resort to income and sales taxes which

are most resented by the average person.
light not the church with its favored

exemption status incur the disfavor of
those both inside and outside tlie church?
(cort'd on page 2)
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Churches and Tax (cont'd from page 1)
Aso the shift Irom reliance upon proper-
ty taxes to other means encourages cen-
tralization of govermment since the pro-
perty tax has been the chief mainstay of
the local govermment. Are those who seek
property tax preference guilty of contri-
buting to the centralization which so
many of them denlore?

The exemption from Ffederal Income
Tax of the income earned by churches from
the operation of totally unrelated busi-
ness presents a particularly strong in-
vitation to secular and anti-church ten-
dencies. This exemption is enjoyed by
churches to the exclusion of all other
forms of charity and gives them a tremen-
dous advantcge in competition with gemer-
al business in which the population earns
its livelihood. The question must be
asked how far should the stat.e permit the
church to earn its way in the channels of
trade without accepting the same respon-
sibility imnosed on every citizen 2nd on
every other type of charity to share its
profit with the public treasury.

The writer's opinion is that the
church should not seek special favors or
a special position in society. While the
church is composed of persons who pay
taxes, it is unfair that these persons
can combine as a church and earn a profit
on a basis which can nut private comneti-
tion out of business.

It might be arrued that churches
should be tax exemnt because they're non-
profit. Can an organization which places
any profit it makes into its own coffers
for the maintenance and furthering of the
organization really be colled non-profit?

It might be argued that the church
as a charitable institution should be tax
exempt., Dut what percentae of the budget
is devoted to charity? Vhat percentage
devoted to institutional maintenance and
preservation?

It might be argued that as Christians
we descrve a tax exemption. There is no
need to give an answer to this.

The church as an institution in soc-
iety should shoulder its resnonsibilities
as regards finances. The more the church
(cont'd page 3 col.2 )
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MORE ON RELOCATION

I have many reservations about the
arguments presented by Mr. Pielke as to
the great advantages to be gained by re-
location of our seminary. lost of my
reservations are not of an emotional
nature but are, to me anyway, of a prac-
tical nature.

First, the time we spend in seminary
is not only for specific study but also
is supposed to be time for us to ponder
and think through our own personal theo-
logy. I don't feel that a metropolitan
area is any better for this than our
present area. Our area is also no better
in this respect than a metropolitan area.
Since I see no great difference in parti-
cular areas, I don't feel this is sufii-
cient reason for a move to be made.

The advantages of confrontation
with various groups (races, religicns,
ethnic, and political) have been extoled
as something which vwe can apparently bene-
fit from in a metropolis. And from the
reasoning nut forth we can really only
live "in the world" in a metropolis. As
I have stated, I for one don't agree with
this line of thought.

Gettysburg is a part of the world
we live in and it can be quite a profit-
able part of that world. The oft pro-
claimed lack of contact with the commun-
ity is directly due to the fault of the
student and not the comaunity. I think
Mr. Pielke also recognizes this fact--

I quote "the necessity for all dedicated
Christians to maintain a direct involve-
ment in our society and cultures, . o

It is the individualPs responsibility to
take advantage of it" (refering to possi-
bility for contact). I would add to shis
(cont'd page 3 Col. 1)



Relocation(cont'd from page 2)
Statemsnt our socliety and culture "here
we find it." OSimply being in a larger
enviromient is not going to increase our
involvement. Lven here at Gettysburg
there are various groups. How much do
any of us lmow about our student body as
a community?
here on caipus are definitely not "koin-
onia® grouns. Even the lack of regard or
respect for some of our faculty by some
students does not spealk of involvenent.
Involveuent to me sipnifies an attempt
to know and to understard those with
whom ve find ourselves. and if you wish

to throw a little "agape" into the defin-

ition I don't think it would hurt matters
at all,

As for variety of involvement=--=how
many kmow anything about the man mith the
wagon in Gethysburgz. He has been walling
the streets for some time now. .Anybedy
ever hear of South Vashington Street?

How gbouvt the migrant worlkers from Florida

and elsewhered We are within easy travel-
ing distance of any nuunber of varied ex-
periences in our on and other churches==
iarge, sriall, urban, rural, rrowinv,
dying, And our location gives us an
opportunity to be of service to a great
number of churches which would othervise
be without the needed part-time partly-
trained help which ve can give,

Letls 21580 consider the married
student. The opportunity for higher pay=
ing jobs for students and/or treir wives
is there in *he larger city. So is the
higher livin: cost and the difficulty of
finding a place for the idds to have a
little room to play, It is rough enough
on wives and kids to ~ut up vith us as it
is and if you add to this the axtra nrob-
lems of urban living it doesn't make the
plcture any more nleasant,

As for cultvre--true the larger uni=-
versity situation vould put concerts, etc.
more within our physical reach. However,
it seems to me that this is something
that we can survive without for the short
time we spend al seainary. 1/ith the sche-

woods."
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Relocation (cont'd from col. 1)

Iunctions anyway (even if we did have the
money). And for that matter I have heard
from some of tiae faculty of the college
that the nembers of our seminary have a
standing invitatinn to the cultural
events at the college but they lament thne

The small groups which existfact that the se:inary commurity rarely

taltes them up on the invitation,

A1 I have heard so far are lamen-
tations about our bteing "stuck in the
Vny not take hold of some of the
oprortunities that are available now?

, - . Hicherd CIEBper.
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Chmmches ard Tax(cont'd from page 2)
grovs and its possessicns increase, the
more it should recognize a corporate res-
ponsibility to the secular government for
services rendered and legal protection
afforded. The nistory of civilization
contains adequate warning that a rich
church, concerned more with privilege and
prerogative thar with community responsi-
bility, is at the brink of iajor anti-
church revolution and attack.

Len Larsen
Editor's Note: This article is based on
a pronounceient of the P nna. Council of
Churches regarding Churches and Tax
Exemption, dated Feb. 7, 1952,

"A Christian [dnistry where?"

"In the National Paris:"

"You're kidding!"

"Nopes That's right."

"hatts the scoop?"

"Thurdsay night in the Aberly ioom at
7 o'clock, It'll be a presentation
with color slides."

"Can anybody come?"

"fep, anybody; married, single, men,
women, even faculty."

"Zven faculty! Can they join the minis-
try program?"

, 'Oh no! 'They're too old., ACINP needs
a *neu breed',.e.syou know, wvine-
vigor-and-guts:"

"Yeh, 1 see what you mean."
"And I'11l see you Thursday nizhti"

—

dule that some of us have it would probablyRE: GOD IS DEAD THECL GY

not be possible to attend many of these
(cont'd next col.)

Sign on bulletin board in front of a
Biglerville church:
"Are you mentiored in God's will?"






