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11T 1e hurches and Tax E..xemiJtion 11 

In ap article that is by now ell 
known on this cam_ us, .fadalyn Murray 
present�cl her ne;rt endeavor which sl-ie 
will nvePtually, she says, bring before 
the Supreme ".;curt, the tax-the-churches 
suit. It is this ·riter•s opinion that 
eventually either she or someone else 
will bring his suit befo e the court 
and the ruling uill e that churrhes 
,ill no longer be ta;· exer.1:1t. This will 
be 1s upsetting to some people as the 
school-ura er decis:.0n was. 

\Jhile in this country there is no 
unifonr. code of property and sales tax, 
there a�e eneral conditions uhich exist 
nov in almost all of the states. Actual 
places of worship a.,..e not taxed, often 
the parson�ge, church opera ed schools, 
and teacher's residence� enjoy an exemp
tion. Ghurch owned real e tate is n 
times ;iven a lenient value est· ate. 
Often a s'lles is not ir.r"IQsed u 10n 

articles sold to a rhurch o:.· religio s 
rpnses, or upo s�les by a ch rcb of 

food ancl verages at church sup rs, 
or on articles at bazaars. lhe Federal 
Int_rn�l Revenue Code exempts entirel 
from inco .. 1e tax the income hich a 
church earns in the conduct of busi
ness as we:!.l e.s income from investments. 
The exemption is very broad and applies 
no matter how remote the business may 
be frort normal hurch activity, an inter
esting ex mple being the -ti.neries and 
distilleries. 

The church Ol·ms a substantial • er
centage of property in our country that 
is not tmced and statistics in ·c·te 
that tie a.mount of this exempt property 
is rising faster than assessable property, 
pere,.ntage-w:i.se. As govennments on all 
(cont'd next col.) 
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�• A CffiUSTIAH J ISTRY TI� THE !�ATIONAL 
PA..tKS" 

---

11A Christiall tinistr in the I ation-
al Parks II is a program of the �'CCCUSP. 
wLich �e .. ves people follo--ing their lei
sure pursuits in our National Parks. 
The program also serves thousands of 
college students who a_p9nd their Summer 
working in a Park. 

Our Seminary has had representation 
in the ACJ-IlW program for the past t1-ro 
·ears. In 1964 GPenn Hilburn served in 
the progr.'.llTI, and last Summer ?!ark and 
Sharon Grueb.,1eyer and Fred 1Crautl-rurst 
1ere involved. 

This Thursd&y and Friday Rev. John 
Wrench, the assistant cirector of the 
. OOIP program, rill be on campus to talk 
vi th anv students uho might lil·e to find 
out mor� a out the program. Thursday 
evening at 7 PM t1e entire Semina:rJ 
Conununi ty is invited to be present in 
the erl� loom (206) to hear of tie 
uork done in the Park l · nistry and to 
see slides of the prot]'ram in ac ion. 
Pastor l 'rench and the Gettysburg alUJ'U'li 
will be on hand to talk with interested 
persons and share their experiences. 

All are invited, married and sin le, 
male and female. This Summer some 220 
college and seminary students are ne�ded 
to provide his tritness in L2 of our 
llational Parks ac1·oss the coun ry. If 
you'd like a specific appointment, there 
is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
outside Dean Stroup's office. 

Churches and Tax (cont'd f•om col. 1) 
levels are seeking more income they must 
resort to inco •1e and sales +,.&Xes • ·hich 
are nost resented by the avern e )erson. 
Ia.ght not the church with its favored 
exemption status incur the disfavor of 
those both inside and outside tie church? 
(co�t•d on p�ge 2) 
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Churches and Tax {cont 1 d from �ge 1) 
Also the shift from reliance upon proper-. 
ty truces to other means encoura�es cen
tralization of govennment since the pro
perty tax has been the chief mainstay of 
the local government. Are those who seek 
�roperty tax preference guilty of contri
buting to the centralization -rhich so 
many of them denlorei 

The exemption from Federal Income 
Tax of the income earned by churches from 
the operation of totally unrelated busi
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ness presents a particularly strong in- I have many reservat·ons about the 
vitation to secul and anti-church t�n- arguments presented by Mr. Pielke as to 
dencies. This exemption is enjoyed b7 the great advantages to be gained by re-
churches to the exclusion of all other location of our seminary. 1·ost of my 
forms of charity and gives them a tremen- reservations are not of an emotional 
dous advant,:ce in competition trith gener- nature but are, to me anyway, of a prac
al business in which the population earns tical nature. 
its livelihood. The question must be First, the time we spend in seminary 
asked hou far should the state pemit the is not only for specific study but also 
church to earn its uay in the channels of is supposed to be time for us to ponder 
trade without acceptin( ... the same res,)On- and think through our own personal theo
sibili ty ironosed on every citizen md on logy. I don't feel that a metropolitan 
every othc type of charity to share its area is any better for this than our 
profit 11ith the '1ublic treasury. present area. Our area is also no better 

The writer's opinion is that the in this respect than a metropolitan area. 
church should not seek special favo�s or Since I see no ereat difference in parti
a special position in societ . while the cular areas, I don't feel this is suffi-
church ia comr,osed of persons who pay cient reason for a move to be made. 
taxes, it is unfair tha' these persons The advantages o confrontation 
can combine as a church and earn a profit with various groups (races, relici0ns, 
on a basis 1hich can "iUt private com:,eti- ethnic, and political.) have been extoled 
tion out of business. as somethints which 1-1e can apparently bene-

It might be arrued th1.t churches fit from in a metropolis. And from the 
shoulr be tax exerl')t because they 're non- reasoning rmt forth •re can really only 
profit. Can an organization which places live 11in the world 11 in a metro ,olis. s 
any profit it makes into its om coffers I have stated, I for one don't a ee with 
for the maintenance and furthering of the this line of thought. 
organization reo.lly be c.:i.lled non-profit? Gettysburg is a part of the world 

It might be argued that the church ,-e live in and it c an be quite a profit
as a charitable institution should be tax a le part of that world. The oft pro
e.xempt. But. what percenta e of the budeet claimed lack of contact with the commun
is devoted Lo charity? :hat percentage i ty ia directly due to the fault of the 
devoted to institutional maintenance and student and not the com.mni ty. I think 
preservation? Nr. Pielke also recognizes this f�ct--

It might be arg ed that as Christians I quote "the necessity for cll dedicated 
we deserve a tax exemption. There is no Christians to maintain a direct involve-
need to give an Dnswer to this. ment in our society and culture • • • •  

The church as an institution in soc- It is the incividua!s responsibility to 
ie ty should shouJ.der its resoonsibilities t�ke advantage of it" (refering to possi
as regards finances. '!be more the church bility for cont1.ct). I would add to this 
(cont'd page 3 col. 2 ) (cont'd pate 3 Col. 1) 
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uelocation c nt ' d  "'ro,n ., :iP-e 2 )  !lelo cat ion ( • ont ' d fr m col . 1 )  
s tatement o ur ociet•  and cult e 1 1 1 •he e 1 ·unc tions an, ay ( ev n if e di have the 
we f ind it . 1 1  Simply be ing in a larce r mone y ) . And for that at.ter I ave heard 
env irom nt is not going to inc reas e our from some o t, e facul ty of the coll 5e 
involv ement . �v e here at Getty s burg that th e 11embers of our se ,lina ave a 
ther e a e v rio us grou:Js . Ho ,1 u c h  do tand · g invi t.a tirm tl e cultural 
any of us lmo w aoo ut o ur s ude t. bo dy as e v  nt at the :ollege b t ti .. 1 n nt the 
a c o1 rnnuni ty ? The s all gro ups wh i c h  exis tfact that. the sc . .i ry c ommur;i ty rar ly 
her e on ca.. 1pus re definitely not " ko in- ta 'e s them up n the invita ion . 
onia H g O U '"l S . E en the lac k of reg rd o r  1 I have h ard s o  far are lai nen-
res p  c t  fo s me of o u r  fn.c u l ty b.,r s ome tations at-out our be ing 1 1 stucl in the 
s tu dent;::, doe s no spea1� i a vol ve:-1ent . uoo ds . 1 1  , .h� not take hol d of some o the 
Involve . ent to r. e s · r ni fie an a t empt op �or tuni ties t hat are available no·· ? 
to kno v end to unde r .. t r d tho s e  l · th . . __ -. . · cl i.ard 11e r . 
-mom 1 e fin o urs elve s . And if fOU wi sh 

to throw a li ttle " agape " · nto the de fi n- Chn:n c 1e s  a . Tax( con t 1 d f om page 2 )  

i ti on I do n I t think i t  1 ould hu rt ma tters gro1 rs and its • s s  s s icms incre as , the 
at all . more it s hould e c o gn· ze a c o , rate e s -

As for v� rie t of in vol v me nt- - hou )onsibili t to the secul ar go varr.:..,ent for 

many kno t anything a out the man • •i th the servi ce s rendered '2nd l egal prote c i on 
·1aco n in Ge t : ,y s burg . He has been al �-i_ng afforded . The :1is tory of ci :-i iza tion 

the s tree t .s for some ti.Jne no t • Myb dy con tains ade quate 1 a rung hat a rich 
e ve r  hear of So uth \ ashing to n Stree t ?  hurc h , concerne d mo re w ith privile ge and 
Ho w  abo u t  t e mi ra n t  uor (e s f om Flori da reroga i:,i e har Pith community r s 1,onsi

and el se whe re ? He are wi thin easy travel - bility , is at the brink of i.ia.j or anti 
ing d is ce of any nw 1 ber of varie d ex- ch rc h re volu tion and attack. 

eriences in o ur o m  and o t  er cl urches- - Len Lar en 
large , s nail , u ban, rural , r ro11in•, , Edi tor ' s  No te : Thi s article is b"..sed on 
dying . And o ur loca tion gives us an a pronounce ,1e t of the ,, a. Council of 
oppor tun ity t,o be of ervice to a great Church s eg rding Ch rc'1es an Tax 
number of ch ches \ rich 1o uld o her-rise • emption , dL. teci Fe b . 7 , 1902 . 
be withou t the needed par t- time pa r tl -
trained help rhi b 'e c •e . 11 A C is tian I iinis ry 1 ere ? 11 

Le t's also consider· the 1 1ar::::ied II In t;1 l4ational Parks : 
11 

s tudent. The oppor tun i t for hi her pa - 11 You ' re kiddi · 1g ! " 

ing jo hs or s t  c lents and/or t1,,eir ves 11 '0 1.,e . That ' s ri)1t. 11 

is here in �he la (�er city. So · s the " i at I s the scoop ? "  
highe � livin co�t and t e difficulty of I I  tirdsay nj ett in the Aberlr ,loom at 
fi ndint> a place for t 1 ,e ; · d.s to ha e a 7 o ' c  ock. It 

1
11 be a presentation 

little r o to pl:1y. It is roueh enough ·rith color slides . 11 

on nv s and kids o ,u t up ith us as it 1 1C 1 ybod,y co e ? 11 

is c.11d if yo add to his tbe "'xt a �rob- " Yep, anybo ; m.:i.r ·ied, .3: in ·le , men, 
lem of urban livin · t doe�n 't make h women, even facu lty-. 11 

ic tur a y more nleasant. 1 1Even facu lty ! Can they join the m:inis-
s for cu ltu �·e - -true t e larger un · - try Drogram ? 11 

versit situation , -ou ld pu t concerts , e tc. , 1 10h no ! · Triey 're too 1 C I  needs 
more 1i thin our p s · c.:i.l 1 e ch. However, a net b eed 1 • • • . ,you know, vi. -
it seems to me th t thi is something vigo -and-guts :

11 

that we cc n ' "u rvive vithou t for the hort "Yeh, I see ihat JOU mea n. 11 

time we s e nd at serni nar,J. 1 .i th the sche- 1 rAnd J ll see yo Thursday ni�•h ! 
11 

dule tha some of us have it would propablyB E : GOD Iv IJT: ' J j) Tfil:CL GY 
no t be poss � le to attend nan- of t ese 
( co nt I d nex t. col.  ) ign on bulle in · oa d in fro t of a 

Biglerville church : 
1 1 e yot1 1 entior.ed in God ' s  uill ? 11 




