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CHANGE AND REACTION OF OUR CHOIR Editorial 710
Times of transition and of change TOWARD A CREZATIVE THEOLOGICAL &DUCATION
are, almost withcut exception, also times
of crisis. During such times of crisis Even a casual study of American his-
certain problems present themselves and tory and sociology will reveal the fact
challenge those who would seek to make that our society and culture are in the

transitions smoothly and implement changesnrocess of rapid, ocualitative change. The
effectively. The recent changes in aca- processes of urbanization-metropolitani-
cemic policy which have marked ti'e change zation, industrialization -cybernation,
from five departments into three closely secularization and racial revolution are

integrated divisions, the introduction glaringly evident. Therefore, the ques-

of a middle-year comprehensive examina- tion facing theological education is not
tion, and required intern and clinical whether or not such ehanges are, in reality,
programs, have not been made without occurring; but what stance should be

much study, facing of problems, misgiv- adopted in relation to them. It seems to
ings, and exercise of the genius of our me that to ignor them is foolish and to
professors in the face of compelling opnose them is impossible. Fut the remain-
challenge. The changes in contemrorary 1ing alternative, acceptance, carries with
attitudes toward education generally and it connotations which make its adoption
theological education in particular, as a stance questionable., In fact, upon
have made it necessary and advisable that closer examination of the suggested three
our school's methods be re-evaluated and alternatives, we find them to be no less
amended to conform with current trends in than value judgements. To adopt any

education theory. one of the three would be constrictive,
But we cannot suppose that Gettys- So the real choice would sesm to be between
burg Seminary as a community would be this judgmental and a non-judgmental posi-

unaffected in other areas of her life by tion. This latter would entail the recog-
changes in academic policy and procedure. nition of these processes of change as

I strongly believe that the entire fabric neutral factors. Thus the fact that urban
of community life at this school will be living is now more characteristic of Ameri-
dramatically affected in the uncertain can life than rural living is a fact,
numter of years of our future existence. neither good nor bad. Of course the con-
One could analyze, I suppose, the effects sequences of these processes are open to
of the comprehensive examinations upon question (and such judgement is a proper

the morale of the riiddler Class each activity of the church, but the processes
year, or study the social structure of themselves are not so open.
an institution in which an entire class It is this non-judgemental stance

(roughly one-third of the student body) which should be adopted as the stance of
is uprooted for a year and then returned theological education. Only this zlter-
for just one year. DBut such is not my native allows for creativity, for no pre-
purpose here, set, judgmental limitation exist. It is

Rather, the rapid change of the mid- a flexible stance in which answers are not
sixties has already produced some start- already presupposed by the cuestion. In
ling results on our campus, not the least this atmosphere, a dialogue between church
of which is a crisis which is even now and society can be created and encouraged.
(Cont'd on page 3) (Cont'd on page L)
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FOOTNOTE ON SINGING

The other night while I was engaged
in what might be termed serious reading,
the strong masculine voices of a chorus
of "Gospel Singers" resounded down the
hall. At first I considered the sound
to come from one of the stereos playing
a rendition of the 196} Billy Graham
Crusade. However the lighthearted tone
variations disclosed the singers to be
either fundamentalist proselytes intox-
icated with the Spirit, or else fellow
Seminarians enjoying themselves with
some confiscated Baptist Humnbooks. The
latter proved to bte the case. The sounds
were reminisant of an age past. --a time
when I was part of and observed young
people enjoying themselves at revival
meetings. The sounds were also indica-
tive of a good spirit of fellowship
and unabased Espre de Ccrp of those
participating. Venturing from seclusion
(this being the alternative to closing
the door) I confirmed by suspicions..

The group involved in this spontaneous
concert of "g00od old time religion"

hyvmns are to be congratulated for both
the "content" and "spirit" of their
testimony.
Body President, and given a harty AMEN
from this writer, that the same thing

be done at the Adams County Home prior
to Christmas. Those that would consider
sobriety and deep creased eyebrows
necessary ingredients for such a concert,
are not invited. "We want spirited,
hapny people!", the old and retarded
inmates at the Home would say. And I
would add a hearty AMSN BROTIIER,

C. Pohlhaus

Attention

Dr. Heiges will meet with all stu-
dents, faculty and ctaff at 10:30 A.li.,
Thursday, October 6, in the Crapel.

2
STAFF

lianaging Editor - William Avery
Senior Editor - Karl Pohlhaus
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Typrist - Carol Avery
Printer - Kirk Bish

Table Talk will regularly appear
every Tuesday morning. Anyone interested
in writing for Table Talk is encouraged
to do so. Articles should be placed in
the Managing Editor's mailbox no later
than noon on Friday for the following
Tuesday's edition.

FESTIVAL OF HaRVEST

The Service Friday, October 7, 11 A.M.,
will mark the Seminary's celebration of
the Festival of Harvest. In a techno-
logical society, this festival, rooted
as it is in agricultural pursuits, pre-
sents problems. An effort will be made
to introduce into our celebration sym-

It was proposed by the Studentbols of the industrial "harvest" of which

we are all beneficiaries, without neglect-
ing grateful recognition of the "fruits

of the earth" upon which we are depen-
dent for life itself,

Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr.

DEATH REVEALED

It is with deep regret that this
paper received word from last year's
editor, that Byrde, Table Talk's mascot,
"expired" during the summer.

--Editor
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LECTIONARY AND PSALM TAPLE

A request has been made for a brief
explanation of the Lactionary and Table
of Psalms which the 'orship Committee

has distributed for use in morning chapel.

The decision for this nrocedure was
actually made by the 1965-6& Worship
Committee last spring, and the current
Lectionary and Tabtle was prepared over
the summer in res:onse to that decision.

Though there is a long tradition
in the church's worship for cortinuous
reading of books of the Bible and for
use of the Psalms in regular sequence,
the Worship Committee's action was a
response to current deficiencies rather
than an effort to recover an ancient
practice. There was general feeling
that our corporate worsiiip suifered
from the absence of any continuity from
one day to the next. Scripture read-
ings, 2xcent on Friday and Festival
days, were selecced on an individual
basis without regard to any pattern.

The result was that we were never exmnos-
ed in any suscained way to the Vord of
God as it speaks from a single book or
major section of a book. Likewise, our
praying of the Psal:ts was rando:i, so
that some Psalms were nevar used, while
others apoeared with cornsiderable Ire-
quency. The present Lectionary and
Tatle, therefore, is intended to incor-
orate a design into our morning worship
which will make for continuity and will
vermit us to listen more intznsively

to the message of whole books of long
norticns of books.

The basis of selections for the
Lectionary has been two-fold: (1) alter-
nation between 0ld and New Testament
material; and, (2) refcrence, in so far
as this is possible, tc tlie major season
of the Church Year through whicn we are
passing at the time. The present Lec-
tionary carries us only to the beginnirng
of Christmas vacation, and the Vorship
Committee velcomes suggestions from
the community with regard to the remain-
der of the year,

(Cont'd next col.)

LECTICi'ARY {Cont'd)

It is huped that chapel homilies
will freouvently be based upon the lec-
tiorn fo:r the day, but there is no obli-
gation that this be the case. We do
urge, nowvever, that even when another
Lesson is used as the text for the ser-
mon the leader read the appointed lec-
tion as a second Lesscn so that the con-
tinuity of our reading and hearing to-
gether irill not be broken.

It should also be noted that there
are sufficient copies of the Gelineau
translation of tihe whole Psalter and
of Gelineau's musical arrangements of
fifty-four Psalms for use in morrtpg
chapel.

Herman G, Stewipfle, Jr.

CHOIR(Cont'd {rom page 1)

chreatzning the function and existence
of our choir. But our choir is meeting
the various merifestations of this crisis.
It has alnways been part of the choir's
function to sing for weekdsy services
and for special occasions and festivals,
tHth the advent of the liturgical move-
ment several of these services have

been transformed, while others have been
replacecd or eliminated. As a conse-
gquence, for tro years the choir had
difficulty in realizing its role in a
new atmosphere. This year, however,

the choir under lr. Clippinger and Don
Main's guidance seems now to have found
a home in the chapel once again., This
year the choir is increasing its activity
in its campus ministry to a level which
orly our more firmliv estatlished pro-
fessors ex erienced in the past. After
two years of eclipse on the campus the
choir is now reasserting itself.

But the choir has rot been inactive
for two years. It does nave another
ecually important ifunction with its
campus ministry. That is its ministry
(Cont'd on poge L)
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CHOIR (Cont'd from nage 3)

to the Christian community at large,
realized traditionally through an annual
tour to Lutheran Chuiches in Permsyl-
vania and beyond. For two years the
choir vorked primarily in the area of
its off-campus ministry, unfortunately
to the neglect of its campus ministry.
This year, at the outset, nromised to
be a most successlul year,for a balance
in function seemed nossitle, thus
strengthening our choir as an effecting
and important form of its ministry in
our own corrunity and in the Christian
community at large.

Almost imediately two problems
arose, one of vhich is directly related
to the rapid changes wihich are nov. being
felt at our school. The first problem
is the responsibility of married choir
members to their wives. How can resnon-
sibilitv to the choir tcur and to the
wives be reconciled? This is a question,
not entirely unknovn in the past, which
an increasing number of choir members
are finding difficulty to answer.

This is a fact which the choir must
recognize in its future planning if it
is to remain an effective organ of the
church in our school. The other ~rotlem
is completely new and it, frankly,
caught the choir and its leaders by sur-
prise. A number of liiddlers feel that
with a choir tour between second and
third quarters they will have inadequate
time to study for the comprehensive
examinations which are expected to be
given in May., Thus, they do not want

to go on the choir tour. Lere, again,
the choir nust apnraise its function of
commitment to the Christian comuunity

in the face of a problem which may re-
quire a fresh approach to the fulfill-
ment of that function.

It is quite alarming to learn that
one-half of the choir members have con-
flicts uhich perclude their participation
in the tour.this year. One of the
vocal sections is almost completely
vacated in the touring choir. In such
(Cont'd on page 5)

Editorial (Cont'd from page 1)

Such a stance, necessarily, has
imnortant implications for theological
education, roncerning both is location
and its curriculum. Fror if the church
is to sit in judgment on the many con-
sequences of change today and offer a
constructive resnonse, it must first
understanc this chanze. And a dialogue
between church and society is probably
the best method of achieving understand-
ing and forming a response. In order
to carry on such a dialogue, an urban
location is thus necessary. Consider
an analogous situation: 1in order to
understand =nd help correct the problem
of dope addiction, one must go among the
victims. (I do not mean to imply that
a person must become one). The argu-
ment that urbani:zation can ke understood
just as well from the outside is simply
not convincing. Of course I am aware
that locatiecn does not cuarantee know-
ledge, but at least the process is
available for study. (Our professors
have no guarantee that we will learn
merely by sitting in class either).

And even il some students choose not
to learn from the enviormnent, it mill
have an influence on them which cannot
be ignored.

The advantages of such a location
are many, but I do not wish to deny
its disadvantages. They certainly exist
and shouvld not be forgotten. But if the
church is to have a meaningful rcle in
the contemporary world, it must utilize
the best available resources, the proper
environrient is one.

Other resources which a school of
theology must have at its disposal in
order to carry out its task are like that
of any educational institution: gprofessor:
students, library, classrooms, living
accomadations, etc. Other resources are
peculiar to a school of theology such
as a chapel. Keeping in mind these
necessities, how can excellence in
theological education be created and
maintained?

(Cont'd on page 5)



CHOIR(Cont'd from are )

a condition any choir's attempt to
tour would be suicidal. Does the general
situation leave us to face the possi-
bility that our choir shculd not go on
tour this year? JCertainly we must face
the possibility that ve may be physi-
cally too weak to tour but I strongly
believe that if all of us face our
sitz im leben in Gettysburg we will
soon discover that the choir's ministry
to the Christian community at large
should not be forfeited. Ye have often
discussed the community life of our
Serminary. I doubt that any of us fails
to appreciate the contsribution the
choir makes to our local comnunity.
Ve have often discussed Czttysburg's
involvement in life bey»nd our SS acres.
Yie demonstrate in our field work pro-
gram, our interr and clinical training
program, in our visitetions to institu-
tions, in our supnly preaching program,
in our willingness to onmen our o'n
facilities to outside grouns and our-
selves to interdenominational dialogue,
and in our annual choir tour along with
its related spring concerts. Yet there
are those who insist that Gettysburg
Seminary exists in a monastic sh:ll,
If we forfeit our cnoir's responsibility
in this area of involvement beyond our
comrtunity, those who see us as a remote
monastic comrunity would certainly see
their case strengthened proportionately.
The Christian wministrs is filled
with basic responsivilities to parish,
to indivicduals, to family, to self, to
district symod, ~nd to iladison Avenuc,
How can the pastor find time fer all of
them? The answer is, ''He Must." The

page 5

Editorial (Cont'd from page L)

An urban setting has alreaey been
discussed as providing one part of the
ansver, but a more complete answer is
an urban-university setting. A curricu-
lum which allows for and encouragszs
students to tale university courses in
vhilosorhy, languages, science, educa-
tion, »nsvcholegy, sociclogy and the
like (depending on students' interests)
would be an important element in the
church's dialogue *'ith society. A flex-
ibility in the curriculum would enaktle
students to prepere for more specialized
ministries. There is no necessity of
absclutizing the B.D. as the only legi-
timate educational requirement of the
ministry. Some ministries may profit
more from a student's spending three
years after college earning a Ph.D. An
}¥.A. in education with a minor in reli-
gion might be more adequate for some of
the church's educational goals. A
degree in psychology coordinated with the
schocl of theology would avoid needless
delays and raise the church's standards
in this field. As a whole, the course
requirements could be adjusted to mest
the demancs of varying ministerial spec-
ializations. Ore progran for all is
naive at best,

The encounter with students and
professors whose ideas conflict with our
oun is a vitally necessary experience,
Experiencing racial and nationally dif-
ferences is also necessary. Aad I do
mean to emphasize their necessity.

So given the desire for excellence
in theological education, I must strongly
affirm that the urban-university context
is that which is best suited for a crea-

discirline ve as members of this seinary tive dialogue with our rapidly chaneing

cormunity develop and exercise in our

years here vill bhe carried by us through-

out our careers., If we retreat now
vhat can the future hold for us.

I appeal to the community, support
your choir; its work is an expression
of your o%n ministry.

Joe Sabo

culture and society. It might not always
be so, but it is now, Taking theological
education seriously presupposes taking

our contemc:orar; world seriously, and this
malkes an urban-university context necessary.

Bob Pielke






