
News and Views of the Student Body of 'The Lutheran 
'Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. 

Vol. IV No. 1 September 251 196? 

BEST GREETING AT THIS DATE n �T 1 7 1 "TABLE TALK�� POUCY FOR 1967-68 

After a very good summer in Columbus, rr,1. 
Ohio·with my time divided between-thh � 
Columbus State Hospital and my fianeee, ,G, � 
It's nice to return to the Seminary for 
another year's work. I kind of missed 

Any changes in an article sul:mitted 
for publication should be made by 
the writer. If changes are suggested 
by the editors, they must be approved 
by the writer. 

the ole place this summer, not to say 
that I don't miss my fiancee now that 
I 0 m here in Gettysburg- and she's in 
Washington. D.C. But the friendships 
made last year made the return to the 
academic life worthwhile. 

As President of the Student Associa
tion I'm supposed to welcome everyone 
back to school through this article. 
That little assignment seems rather 
redundant since I've already welcomed 
the Juniors during orientation week, 
arid have chaired the briefest class 
meeting on record with the Seniors. 

The best greeting at this date 
wi'll probably be to tell you lllY hopes 
for the year. I hope that the friend
ships I talked about earlier will have a 
hGalthy climate for gro�rth. I hope that 
tne interaction, friendships, and sharing 
'.)'.3tween the classes will improve. Of 
course, I also hope that the Committee 
Chairman will receive your support and 
participation in the activities of the 
Student Association. I don't think 
that these are vain hopes, rut their 
realization cen only be accomplished 
through Oi.lr efforts to make this conmruni
ty what I know it can be. Let's grow to
gether spi�itually and intellectually and 
work at being participants in-the life 
of our seminary. 

Finally, please come to me or any 
Coillt'littee Chairman if you have some 
suggestions how we can make the Stud6nt 
Association better meet your needs. 

As Dr. Heikkinen has said, and as 
I relay on to you his message; "happy 
new year." 
_____________ .,,,ale .Garman 

NEW ARRIVAL 
Congratulations are in order to Phil 

Howard a.nd his wife on the birth of their 
son, Stefan Olaf,on September 14. 

2. Documentary articles should be ap
proved by those immediately con
cernedo 

J. Criticism and suggestions will be 
considered by the editors if they 
are presented in written form. 

4. The policy of the paper is deter
mined by the entire staff and doe� 
not reflect the opinion, or judge
ment of any one persono 

As an unwritten rule, "Table Talk" 
accepts for publication articles written 
by any member of the Seminary communi
tyo Articles which are judged by the 
editors to be in obvious poor taste or 
to be material deserving of publica
tion elsewhere (eg. Seminary Quarter
ly) will be dealt with accordingly, 
in consultation with the writer. 

Articles to be sut:mitted for 
publication may be submitted to any 
staff member in person, or may be 
placed in the managing editor's mail
box. All articles must be signed 0 and 
preferably typed double spaced. 

Editorials shall be written by 
all regular staff members in rotation. 
Non staff persons may submit editorials 
in compliance with the previously stated 
requirements for general articles. 

The contents of "Table Talk" do 
not necessarily represent the opinion 
of the Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
its administration or faculty. "Table 
Talk" is a publication of the Student 
Association of the Lutheran Theo-
1ogical Seminary at Gettysburg, Penna., 
and is financed equally by the Student 
Association-and the Seminary. 

The :subR+.11.nce of this policy 
(Con•t Page 2) 
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sta.te!llent was originated and approved 
during the 1964-65 academic year. 
Specific Content Ideas for "Table Talk" 
1. Regular editorials 
2. Regular columns of some sort 
3. Chapel meditations when worthy and 

available. 
4. 7hesis abstracts from previous year 
5. Republication of material from other 

Saminaries• papers. 
6. Current events in the Seminary com

munity. 
7. Articles by returning interns and 

those in Clinical Training 
8. News of general interest to the co� 

munity 
9. Humor 
10. Promotional material for community 

events and activities 
Harvey Weitzel 
Managing Editor 

JUNIORS VISIT INNER-CITY 

"••• an actual participation- in a 
c-oncrete exposure experience in an urban
center" was the goal of the Junior class 
as we left Gettysburg for Philadelphia 
last Thursday afternoon at 4:3(). During 
the next three days we hustled around 
the city trying to see, hear, and digest 
as·much as possible. · 

Our base of operations was the Center 
City Lutheran Parish. At Holy Cross 
Church, Thursday night, the entire group 
gathered for an 6rientation of the pro
gram and some of the problems facing the 
inner city. The ·class was not to get 
together again until Saturday afternoon 
when ue traveled to Tabernacle Church for 
a final session with the Parish director, 
Pastor Ro�3�t Neumeyer, and the other 
pa.cish pas,:,-:>rs. 

One •: f the most interesting parts of 
-� 1� - � r··.p :~,y!' many was the chance to 
r...: ,: 'i:)..)+.L nights in the homes of Negro 
l:'1 1r . .L1.les i..'1 North Philadelphia. There 
w�0 also a wide range in the kind of 
b.o4a.G:3 chosen,. From the reactions of 
soma of the Juniors, they were either 
delighted or depressed. The opport.urrl.ty 
to talk and live with a family in the 
inner city ghetto was certainly one of 
(Cont'd rage 3) 
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LIBRARY DISPLAY 

Eight pamphlets from the Reforma
tion era are on exhibit in the A.R. 
Wentz Library (Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, Gettysburg, Penna.). Five 
pamphlets contain serlllOns, letters and 
tracts written by Martin Luther. These 
pieces of literature were printed and 
widely distributed in· 16th century 
Germany. The other three pamphlets 
contain a summons directing Luther to 
appear at a council of the Roman Church, 
the sermon preached by Melanchthon at 
Luther's funeral and an account of 
Luther's death written by some of his 
friends who were present. 

Among the Luther items is an 
early printing of the sermon, "about 
indulgences and grace," delivered on 
October 31, 1517. It was on that same 
day that Luther sent a copy of his 
ninety-five theses for debate to the 
Archbishop of Mainz and, according to 
tradition, posted the theses on the 
church door at Wittenburg. Since the 
first account of the posting was writ
ten after Luther's death, its histori
city has been questioned by scholars. 
At any rate, this sermon played a part 
in calling public attention to Luther's 
attack on the indulgence system. 

These pamphlets were selected from 
the rare book collection by Pastor 
Frederick Weiser, Archivist and will 
remain on exhibit through October 15, 
1967. 

AWAY l.E GO 

With the seminary in full swing 
again, the time has come for droves of 
car� to leave the Gettysburg area on 
Su nday mornings, driven by half
(Cont'd Page 4) 



LUTHERAN LAEOR DAY CONFERENCE 
ON WAR AND RACE 

F.d. Note: this news release in no way 
represents the opinions of this paper 
or the seminary itself. 
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Chicago - A national conference of 
young adult Lutherans, deploring "disast
rous trends" in American foreign policy 
and race relations, challenged the Luther
an church "to a new openness to radical 
change for greater justice, equality, 
and dignity." Meeting at Fourth Presby
terian-Church in Chicago, the Lutheran 
Labor Day Conference on War and Race 
attacked ,Lutherarrquietism in social, 
economic and political matters," be-
cause "sound theology and common intel
ligence call for an end to the silence." 

The group formed a permanent orga
nization known as the Lutheran AC"tior r 

Committee. A 11We Won't Got" statement was 
signed by 28 conferences participants 
in which they stated that "under no 
circumstances" would they fight in 
Viet Nam or participate in the U.S. 
military "so long as the present war 
continues." 

Addressing the church and the natiorr, 
in an adopted document, the partici-
pants stated: " Let us no longer be the 
primary source of reaction and despotism 
in the world. Let us remember our own 
revolutionary tradition and truly recog
nize, in word and action, the genuine 
right of oppressed people to overcome 
the sources of their oppression. The 
revolutionary imperatives found in the 
Gospel a.nd the prophets of Israel compel 
us to act for the poor and the oppressed." 

Significant actions taken by the 
cronference, which included members from 
the three major Lutheran bodies (LCA, 
ALC, LC-110), included: -- Strong con
de?1111ation of American involvement in 
Viet Nam and other parts of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America. 

--Resolutions that urge church bodies 
to remove the military chaplaincy from 
military structures and urge churches to 
affirm and support selective conscientious 
objection against particular wars as being 
"in the best Lutheran trarlit.inn of fi·oo
dom of the conscience." 
(Cont 0d Page 4) 

WOTS NEW? 

President and Y.irs. Heiges enter
tained at their home on Wednesday 
evening, September 1J. This was WOTS' 
first meeting for the year. Two 
installations were held: Kathy 
Bricker, Secretary; Dolores Garrett, 
Treasurer. Both wives were away on 
internship last year, so they could 
not be installed in the spring. 
President Heiges then welcomed us, 
bringing out some points and prob
lems concerning theological education 
today. He also told us something 
about sharing with our husbands and 
supporting them. 

JUNIORS VISIT (Cont'd) 

Judy Persiko 

the greatest experiences of the tripo 
Friday was a very busy day, be

ing spent with different authorities 
of the city government. It was here 
that He learned the complexity of 
many of the issues, especially those 
related to housing and employment. 
If the illusion of a simple answer was 
lurking in anyone's mind, it was soon 
destroyed. Friday afternoon was spent 
in community tours and the social 
welfare agencies. (By this time most 
of us had listened to so many dis
cussions, questions and answers, that 
we were generally unresponsive.) 

Friday night was spent in poliae 
cars and magistrates court (only 
observers, though). Here we saw only 
a few of the many problems facing both 
the police and the citizens of the 
inner city. A taste of the flavor 
of the city came unexpectedly when 
Gary Gorman•s car was broken into and 
ransacked. 

Saturday morning was spent at 
non-Lutheran organizations which were 
carrying on similar J'Tl.inistries. 

After the discussion at Taber
nacle Church Saturday afternoon, we 
returned to Gettysburg to take a good 
long shower, rest our feet, and think 
about what we had seen in Philadelphia. 

Jerry Weeks 
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SPORTS 

The Seminary Football League got 
underway this past Tuesday after the 
Athletic Department had to overcome its 
first administrative roadblock. The 
difficulty occurred on Sunday when the 
Junior class discovered that half of its 
team would be away both Tuesday (the 
scheduled opening day) and Friday (the 
alternative rainout date). 

The Middler-Senior game originally 
scheduled for Thursday of this week was 
moved up to Tuesday, while the Junior
}fiddler game will be played on a date to 
be dedided by the Athletic Director. 

This past Tuesday the Seniors were 
overcome by sheer numbers as the M:1.ddlers 
walloped their older brothers, 24-0. A 
one-yard pass from quaterback Jack Ferra 
to left half Don Lindman put the second
year students on the scoreboard early in 
the first half. Linc!man's TD was the 
first six-pointer which the team had 
scored in two years since last year's 
squad scored only a safety in six games. 

The Middler defensive squad (oom
posed of completely different six men 
than the offensive squad) set up the 
first touchdown as Mark Peterson pounoed 
on a Senior fumble on the 1 yard stripe. 
Paul Jones attempted to set up another 
touchdown when he intercepted a Jim 
Bricker aerial on the Senior 35. However, 
three aerials misfired and the �Iiddlers 
were forced to kick. The defensive 
battle oontinued until halftime. 

After each squad had a crack at 
offence, Ferra got hots Dick Little 
ran a punt back to his own 26 to start 
the offensive drive. Ferra spotted Eric 
Wogan for a 14 yarder to midfield. After 
a long toss to Little went incomplete, 
the Middler signal-caller hit Charlie 
Stetler for a 20-yard completion. Rod 
Shearer brought the large crowd of spec
tators to their feet as he hauled in his 
first of two TD catches on the 1 yard 
line and waltzed into the end zone. 

The Seniors again failed to get 
across midfield and the Middlers took 
over on their own 25 after the punt. 
Ferra threw incomplete to Lindman but on 
second down found Stetler at midfield for 
15 yards. On the next play Ferra rolled 
(Cont'd Page 5) 

AWAY 'JJE GO (Cont'd) 

asleep seminarians on their way to 
fill various vacant pulpits in the 
Central Penn, Mar land, and Virginia 
Synods. Umortunately things aren't 
in as full swing as we would like at 
this ti.me since there are_more men 
to fill supply pulpits than there 
are pulpits to fill. One of my first 
duties as Preaching Co-ordinator is to 
be in contact with the various Synod 
offices and hopefullt this situation 
will be remedied in the near future. 

I want to impress the importance to 
supply men of sutmitting in writing, 
dates you are available and want to 
preach. This should be done on the 
forms periodically handed out for this 
purpose. It is rather difficult to 
remember some fifty names to fill 16 
vacancies (subject to change) and 
having requests in writing helps con
siderably in fair and accurate place
ments. 

��ny questions have been asked me 
concerning travel time, size of church, 
honorarium,etco Having assumed the 
responsibility of Preaching Co-ordina
tor at the beginning of this school 
year, I cannot say about many of the 
churches for sure. However, I hope 
to visit all of the parishes at least 
once in this capacity. I do know th.at 
travel time varies from half an hour 
to Keysville, ?H. to almost three hours 
at Shanksville and Berwick, Pa. and the 
Mountain View Charge in Pa. Honorarium 
varies, but the farther one goes from 
Gettysburg, the larger the e.mount will 
be. 

At any rate, as stated in my form 
letter, iS there are any questions at 
all, don °t hesitate to ask me in per
son or to call me. 

Gerald "Gerry" Vanda Uark 

LABOR DAY CONFERENCE (Cont'd) 

--- Plans for "beg-ins" at Lutheran 
worship services for victims of the 
Viet Nam war. 
---Recommendations that churches set 
up agencies for draft counseling that 
should "provide instruction and advice 
(Cont'd Page 5) 
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LABOR DAY CONFERENCE (Cont'd) 

prior to registration as to the impli
cations of an alternatives to coopera
tion with the Selective Service System .. " 
---Support for the goals and most of the 
methods of the Black Revolution in the 
united States, even though "white Ameri
cans cannot understand that their rascism 
lies at the bottom of the black man's 
rebellion." 
---Withdrawal-of support to many financial 
programs of churches "because of their 
overwhelming percentage expenditures on 
building and institutional maintenance." 
In place of this increased support will 
be given to "selected church operations, 
ghetto community organizations and peace 
organizations." 
---Plans for studies, speakers bureaus 
and direct action with regard to both 
war and race. Direct actions would include 
sit-ins at draft induction centers, 
support for the October 21 marches against 
the war in Viet Nam 9 and demonstrations 
during Lutheran observances of the 450th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. 

The Lutheran Labor Day Conference 
also called upon the Lutheran churches 
to form an alliance with the Black 
Revolutio?l" and to "recognize finally the 
validity of the Black Power movement." 
It called for "organizi.ng efforts designed 
to bring our middle class churches, 
schools� and political institutions into 
line with the reality of the Black Revo
lution." Citing the existence of what it 
called "structural arcism" within Americ-a 
and within the Church, the group also 
challenged the Church to "give loans not 
for church buildings but for the develop
ment of Black power." A lengthy analysis 
of the Black Revolution ended with the 
following words: "It is the goal of the 
Black Revolution to end the political, 
economic and psycholigical oppression, 
suppression, containment, and control of 
Black people by the white power structure 
in America. The Black Revolution is a 
determined effort and can be stopped or 
destroyed only be exterminating the 
Black people in America." To help fur
ther the ends of the revolution the 
conference called upon the church to 
"ilTlmediately release its Black pastors 
(Cont•s next col.) 

S>CPTS (Cont'd) 

left and hit Little in the end zone 
as the right end leaped high into the 
air to make the x score 18-0. 

After the kickoff the Seniors 
made their deepest P13netration of the 
afternoon. Two passes from Bricker to 
Denny Trout and Gary Brown put the ball 
on the Middler 20 with the fourth down 
coming. However, another pass to Brown 
fell incomplete as the Middler defense 
again did an outstanding job. 

Don Derby set up the final tally 
of the afternoon when he intercepted 
another pass and ran it back to the 
Senior 18. Ferra called for a razzle
dazzle play handing off to Little who 
attempted a pass to Shearer, but the 
ball fell short of the end's out
stretched hands. On second down Ferra 
caught Shearer in the end zone to 
complete the scoring. 

All in all, it looks like an inter
esting football season is in store for 
the Seminarv community. 

Charlie Stetler 

LABOR DAY CONFERENCE (Cont'd) 

to pursue cormnunity work in whatever 
way the pastor wishes with financial 
security guaranteed n" 

The conference condenmed American 
military, political, economic, and 
espio�ge involvements in "Third World" 
countries, especially South Africa, 
Angola, Thailand, Bolivia, Brazil and 
The Dominican Republic. It asked that 
the U.S. "change the nature of our 
foreign policy toward the "Third World" 
by demonstrating "OUr commitment to 
the fulfillment of the legitimate 
aspirations of the peoples of the 
Third World as they seek to arise from 
their bitter legacies of racism, col
onialism, a.nd exploitatiorr. 11 

Particip�cts in the conference 
included Lutheran seminary students, 
Lutheran graduate students, members 
of the Lutheran Prince of Peace Vol
unteers, and members of the Lutheran 
Human Relation Association. Speakers 
and resource personnel at the conference 
were Dr. Richard Luecka. Director of 
(Cont'd Page 6) 
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LAOOR DAY CONFERENCE (Cont'd) 

Studies,. Urban Training Center for 
Christian Mission, Chicago; the Rev. 
John Fry of First Presbyterian Churah, 
Chicago; Robert Avakian of Ramparts mag
azine: Curtis Foster, a Chicago Negro 
leader; and Elijah Turner, Oakland ci vil1 

rights militant. Several professional 
and lay church leaders were observers at 
the conference. The conference parti
cipants, from every major region of the 
cuuntry, spent most of their time during 
the four day meeting i.n six "core groups" 
working on documents in the fields of 
war and race. Special emphasis was placed 
on questions of the draft, the "Third World," 
Viet Nam, racism, black power and white 
responsibility, and the role of churches 
in responding to social cirses. The 
conference, inter-racial7 in nature, was 
convened by Ruth Porisch and Jerry Glaeve 
of Chicago and John Kretzmann of Val
paraiso, Indiana. For further infor-
mation, contact Ruth Porisch at 1445 
}forth State Parkway, Apt. 21E, Chicago, 
phone WH l.i-6441. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

On Tuesday, September 14, 1967, 
the Student Association-approved the 
following budget: 

CO:t-1MITTEE CHAIRMAN f of BIDGET 
Athletics c. Stetler 5% 
Social D. Trout 15% 
EcumeniC's T". Tatman 8% 
Missions R. Shearer 5% 
Lecture IJ. Nelson 28% 
Table Talk H. Weitzel 11% 
THeolog P. Howard 8% 

ao;t 

The remaining 2CJ1, will be set 
aside for the surplus. This is used 
by the Student Association for inci
dental expenses, memoriams, congratu
lations on the birth of a child, and 
other items mentioned at the meeting. 

J'ack Ferra 




