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God might be Deaa,
but Apathy isn't.

I suppnost that I
should have exu.cectoudas
much but onl:s 46 out of a
nossible 130 students (357)
filled ouvt their poll for
Tabl: Talk, only 1 MAR

stud2nt, only 4 members of
the 16 staff und admin-
istr.otion, only 9 of the
16 ficult: membhers, and
only 15 o the u prox-
imately 80 faculty, and
stuc¢ent wives. I had
hopsed to find out how the
seninary viewed the war.
It secns th t for many the
viar does not affect tiiem
or & »oll iike this has
little use. Basically

it go:s down to, "whi't can
1l ao?" The answver was
notriing. I have heprd
pcople complain, "oh they
aZre bringing un that
subject again." " 1

thought thit narbe Sen.
McCarthy, if the only con-
trivaution he nude l.st
Jyeir, wis to show thit w
@ll have a voice ing if r
unlted we can do sone-
thing. Possibly Pres-
ident Nixon's mezgre at-
tenpts Yo end tae wor
satisficad many people, ot
the Harris Foll, from Oct.
6, 1969 issue of the.
Wasaing ton Post, _Laze A6
reports that President
Mixon's attemnts at ne co
(or war) in Vietnam has
lost popular ground. 1In
June, 47% of the nation
(cont'd on vage 3
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N o Gy 2L
The War in Vietnam -
Is it Moral?

1S the U.S. invol-
venont in Vietnam moral?
There ar: gquite, a few
values thist cntoer neople's
judgment on its prooriety.
A lot de .ends on wvhich one
vou place at the ton of
the hierarch, of virtues.
-="Miikke Victnua si.fe for
democricy" 1is a valuc
which means much to thosc
who find the U.S. cngage-
ment moral. -—--"Live up
to our commitmonts" is
(cont'd on Jage ?* )

War

No one apgroves of
vvar any morc than he  oes
of sin. The Vietnum wur
is the most un ouular
one in our history,
though nonc of our wars
has been witaout protes-
ters. Most of us who
dz2plore the whole ugly
busainess renained stran-
gely quiet when we began
slipbaneg into, dts 3Comld it
not Jjust ve that by virtue
of various pol. tical and
other prissures exertcd
in Congrcss and elsewhere
ever,,thing »ossible is
being done b; the auth-
orities to bring this war
to a conclusion? When Jou
have. @- 1lion. by the,tail
you do have to exercise
some caution as to when
and how to let him go.
(cont'd on azc 3
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VIETNAM: Shibboleth for
Amecrican Christianity?
Vietnam has bccome the
shibboleth of American for-
cign polac.; the world is
beginning to Judge this
nation on the basis of its
predicament in Southeast
4sia. At the some time,
Vietnamm has beccone a tést
for American Christians.
Is this @& war which protects
the "national intercet"--
like World VYar II, or even
Korca? Does involvement in
Vietnam signif;” Amecrican
politiecal responsibilit;”
for the welfarce or the
world? (Sce the State of
the Union Mcssige of Jun,
12,. 1966). Or does Vietnam
represent the predicament
of & nation whose bless-
in, s on all levels of ex-
istence have become its ovm
curs2? The answers to
thesz questions .r¢ legion,
poscd b’- men who represent
anything from cdcdicated
love of mankind to sick
minds entering the tough
arena of world politics.
But whatever the answers,
an academic community--
and I assume tlis includes
professional Christians--
must approach the issue
in terms of reasonable
argum-ntation bascd udon
solid c¢vidence, and strive
for a settlement which will
result in the cstablishment
of )caceful human relations.
It is " opinion that
neitner reasonable argu-
mnents based upon solid
evidence nor a forceful
communication of a desire
to estiablish pcaceful
human rv¢latiaons have ®wean
(continued on page 4 )

Regardless

To fellow students
and professors who favor
the closing of elasses for
the Moratorium, October 15.

Regardless of our »osition
on the validit, of the
morztorium, I »ncrsonally
b:licve thut certain
questions must bec raised
in regard to the halting
of clusses.

Since, no doubt, therc will
be those individuals who
would laugh and sncer at
someenc's desir? to attend
classes I opnenly c2mit

that I welcome a cancclled
class now and then for an-
valid reason.

But what is a Valid reason?
A pDersonul desire to be
doing som~othing clse

that is not 1 necessity?

The question to b2 roise’
is this (among others):
Is being involved in the
moratoriwn soneth ng
wnich shiould be donc on
one's ovn time or siould
be cdone using tht cli:ss
hours of an institution
(in which, perhuaps; not
211 the members agrce with
this use of tume)ti!

I would Sront that ther
is a4 leurning expericnce
involved in the moratorium
but should this le rning
experiencc be svbstituted
for the le .rning expfrion-
ces of the classroom or
should it be in addition
to the cl.assTroom exo-
ericnce? (cont'd on mg 3)




Regardless

(cont'd from page 2)
Finally, I believe I have

an investment in this senior
year--if nothing else, my
$100 tuition fce. I did

not pay this tuition for

the purpose of ringing
dorbells!?

Charles L. Stetler

j c»+- God - Apathy
¢(cont'd from »puge 1)

approved cf his policy, but
sincc the cut backs, only
35% in Sc temver agrze with
Nixon's war policy. FPres-
ident Johnson's lowest
point was 27%, and this was
just prior to when he dec-
ided to withdraw his nom-
ination as President. Maybe
Presidcent Nixon will also
get the idea that the

pcorle elected him, and are
not going to »nut up with
his polici 5 much longcr.
Apnarentl) here on ccmmus,
tucked awa s from the world
the viir is not « factor 1in
our lives. Poscibly since
we arc drait ecxempt, ve do
not carc either wa; about it.
! On the question of
whether we should be in
Vietnum, 72 out of 78 (92%)
s:@id wh should not we there,
(2 middlers, a faculty
membor, o wife und 2 st ff
members believe we should

be in Vietnam) On the
different ontions on the
Turther couvrgse of the war,
by frnr the most po_ular cihio-
ice was the 6th, all troowvus
ovt by the end of next yezr.
(52 out of 75 - 70%) Added
with the other choices
becyond Nixon's withdrawal
not continguent wpon Hanoi,
which had 5 1/2 votes, added
(cont'd on page 4)

page 3

Is it Moral?
(cont'd from page 1)
another which, if rlaced
high in tlie scale, tends
to. render the verdict "pro"
—"If we acn't tuke a stand
there, we'll soon have a
Communist invasion here"
is a viewpoint in favor of
the U.S. commitment.--
"The balance of ;ower in
Asia makcs the U.S. mil-
itar7 pre2s.ncc a noces-
sity." This aspect, if
prominentl:s adispglayed, det-
craincs the pro—var attitude.
-—"The containment of China
requires a U.3. military
bastion in Vietuncm." Mr.
Dean Rusk forvarded this
defense 1or the offensive
in Vietnam. Man ar? ol his
opinion. --"Stoppinzg now
would be brtraring those
who have died and been voun-
ded so far." DNot a few argue
this war on the moralit; of
the Vietnam war.
(cont'd on page )

Wor
(con't from pazc 1)
The general puvlic, inclu-
ding the writer, is unfam-
iliar with the background
of the w.r and tot.ll” iz-
norant of current moves
and countermoves bech.nd the
scencs to end it. Then, too,
there are two sidos to “very
question. We hear 1littla
if" any criticism of the
atrocities on the other
side perpotrated against
those of their ovn pcople
who disagrec with them.
Solutions will h~rdl; yield
to demonstr tions which are
really a surrogate for the
imposition of demands with-
out risk to life or too
hard, patient work. They
might yicld to ovarticipation
(cont'd on p.gec 4)



God - Apathy
(cont'd from pagec 3)
to the above choice means
thit 75% of the scminary
disapproves of Nixon's Viet-
nam policies -- 10% higher
th'n the nation as a whole.
The breakdown nn the class
was Juniorsy 75% Middlers,
78%, Scniors T7%, the fuculty
66%, the stuff 50% and wives
58% voted for comonlete with-
drawl by 197 . Only two
people (both st.ffmembc rs)
voted to accelerate until we
win. No ore voted for con-
tinuing like we were betfore
the withdrawals. So 92% say
we shnuld not be in Victnam.
Suprisingl; almost 67% say
that they will either march
to the pracelight cr partic-
ipate in some other wa_.

Of tiae guestions winere
sou vould still vote for
H HH over Nixon touay, if
he was our choice anda vice
versa proved repnlly to pbe of
little value beciuse out of
the 76 polls, 20 answviered
both questions, sincc the
gquestion was ambigious. So
of tnne peomnle who answered
onl; one ever:- one (36) who
voted for H H H wcgld still
back him. Of the 21 peogple
vino wnswered just the 2nd
gquestion 13 said the - would
still vote for Nixon over
H H H today. That shows
thnt H HH is pr-ferred
ov.1r Nixon 39 to 18. Of
the remaining 20 wiio answered
on2 cs and one no 13 were
affsrmativec of Nixon and 7
with H H H. So todsyr by all
taose polled, H H H was pre-
ferred 46 to 31.

Since the national
average had 60% approving of
his presidency, 1 would ass~—
ume thet many Nixzon supror-
ters did not {ill out tae poll.
fcont'd on pagec 5)

War
in the democratic process
of rational discussion of
3l]l sides at issue. Perhaps
there ought to be a bit more
uns»ectacular demonstration
by us church enrolees of
the meaning of life in
Christ and a more evan-
gclical concern about the
souls of men, including
our own. Only when we are
subject to the control of
the spirit of Christ will
vvars ccase and men desist
from forcing their will on
others whethecr b the
violence of war or of dem-
onstration. lien of good
will have worked at this bus-
iness for thousands. of
years and we have not et
shovn ourstlves to vbe wiser
than they. 1 am aircaid the
woy, to peace in Vietnan. and
clsewiierc is far more rug-
ged and dcmanding than the
fitfully Z.as;” one of dem-
onstriation. It reguires
sacrificial living over a
long pecriod of tim=.

Jd. M. Mrers

VIETNAM: Shibboleth
(cont'd from wpage 2)
prescnted b;r the Admin-
istriition--despite the
recent diplomatic search for
pcuce. For tanis reason,

I think the following iss-
ucs need to be raised, in-
vestigated and Yossibly
resolved ressonabl:.

L). A long-range
polic; concerning rel-
ations with China 1nd the
various governnents in
Asia. Why is 1t thait beth
long-ran e militor-, as well
as diplomatic molicies were
avoilded, when such +-olicies
(conttd on page 5)



God - Apathy
(cont'd from page 4‘

On the list of preferred can-
didates, out of 67 42 1/2
werc for democrats, 18 1/2
were for republican candid-
ates and 6 were for otaers.
The list went McCurthy 15 1/2
Muskie 12 5/6, Nixon 11,
Kennaedy and Lindcgy 4 cach,
Julian Bond 3 1/3, HH H 2,
Norman Mailer 1 1/2, Nixon-
I'erc; team 1, Dick Gregory,
Fullbright, Rockefeller,
Cronkite, Eric Severeid,
Goldwatcer, Snoopy, Channing
Phillips, Proxmire and

Mark Hatficld 1 vote euch.
McGovern with 5/6 of a vote,
and ferecy and Ginsberg with
1/2 a votc each.

This .0ll shows that if
the sariple 1s represcatative
on Nixon's polic, 'bout the
viar, that the scminer; is
Just a little more critical
of Hixon than th: nation in
genercl. 1 do have a fegeling
thit mor2 pecople intercsted
in the mor.utorium filled out
ballots since such a hizgh
perccntagzes saida the;,” would
participate in it, also
hecaust tli scminar; scsemed
fiore .Lverse to the Nixon
odministracion than the nation.
Lest yeur's tebls tall: poll
on the ceclection had Nixon ah-
ead' by da haire I detect that
tlic overriddins issuc is
the war. No onc his tiaiken
up the cans® 6gainst the war
strongl; ar?ugh to unite
mich of a tramaeking, so m.;be
a so0lid fro nt aguainst thc
vvour 1is nceded for peucc efforts
to be cffective.

Following arc the com-
mcnts written b, stuacnts on
their ballots. Throughout
this issye wure articles by,
Dr. doffman, Dr. Myers, Dr.
(cont'd on page 6)

page 5

VIETNAM: Shibboleth
(cont'd from page 4)
werc mude for Zuro;e? Do
Americans cuare nore about
Euro einsy their intel-
lectual "granifathers”,
than they do about Asiocns?
Or is it the intension of
the zovernment to involve
itseli in the problems of
other nations onl;” when the
government of such a niition
asks it to? 1Is tuiiis recally
the case in Vietnam? Vhy
then the swiFgstion that
involvenint in Vietnuam
scrves the "nationl interost
or thait it is bused woon
the "moral obvligati n" to
creat democri.tic governments
around¢ thz globe?

2). A balance botveen
political ond militiiry ob-
jectives in Vietnum. Why
is it th.t tht Pentizon
cunnot do better thun to
react to the militer, man-
euvers of lorth Vietnam, thus
"escal~ting" the war? Could
not a militoar, blockade,
similar to that of Cuba,
have been imtos:d long
bafore it boecame necissary
to debute the number of
soldicrs resguire: to =~tch
the forces of tne other
side? Or is it tht [osition
of the Adm nistr tion not
to use the threcat of full
nilitar; might against
aggression? Why then the
moril argument azgainst a

oliticul position thi:t has
mide no effort to tike the
mori2l issues seriousl., as
scems to be tiie case in
Hanoi?

3). Finall; .fter the
arguncnts have been pre-
sent~d and full:- communic-
ated to the vorld and its
political representatives,
(cont'd on page 6)
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God - Apathg
(cont'd from pugse 6
Gritschy, and Charlcs Stet-
ler. I would kike to thank
these pzople. Dr. Gritsch's
article was printed three
yea rs ago in Table Talk
but 'he "feels it is gtill
pertinent.
Junior-Nzither H H H nor
Nixon was my oice last
year, but I must admit that
Nixon is doing a bettcr job
than I expected; therefore
he has ny sunvort."”
Middler-"1I felt we should
not be in Vietnam in 1965,
but I fzel we should be
there in 1969."
The following all are to
do with choices for action
in Vietnan.
Junior "Sto_ bombing for a
month and if pe:cc¢ tulks
don't acc.lerate then in-
cre..s2 bombing until peace
has to be sought."
Junior-"Unilatcral =2nd
immediate withdr wlti "
Junior-"I fcvor giving S.
Vietnam 30 days noticc ond
then withdraving all mil-
itury personncel from that
countr;” excecpt for a small
contingent which would be
assigrn. d to guard our embassy
in Saigon. The withdrawl
of our ftroops slhinuld not take
more than 30 days from the
beginning of the withdrewal
to t..e end. Aftir all of
our men are out of S. Vietnam
ve can nigotiate to got all
of our .iecn out of N. Vict-
nam.,
Middler-1l."Sct @ deadline
for ncgotiations. 2. Pull
our ground forces out. 3.
Use the Air Force and Navy
in a more cfficient manner.
4. Using conventional
bombs, Bomb the Hell out of
North Vic tnamii®
(cont'd on page 7)

VIETNAM: Shibboleth
(cont'd from page 5)
Ckhristians still face the
quostion of whetacr war is
able to provide the sol-
ution to the human Hroblcms
existing in Vietnam--anf
elsevhere. (See the Policy
stitement and messuge of the
National Council of Churches
New York Times, December 4,
1965.) This is the issue
squarel;” presented in the
narable of the good Samar-
itan, which in'ic:uites both
the prcdicament and the glory
of the Judeo-Christian wal’
of life: it is the nu - s-
tion of wheth2r or not some-
one will "go cnddo likewise"
namel;’ carc for hin who
lies on the road because he
wvas victimized b, his fellow
men. ornaps th President
of the Unitcd St tes has to
reach a differcat solution

to how he nust act than a
Semanariiin or & soldicr.

But we can 2oxpect at least

a r-asonable justification
for® any action.: . Unfortunat-
ely, a great mejority of
Ancricans have not Justified
tileir actions or feelings
through rc:isonibwle 2rgument.
When on Januarys 2, 1966,
veterans or World Wor II and
Korea marched for »scace in
Vietnan in G2ttt sburg, local
citizens charsed tihiem with
"atheism" and "communism"
(contrury to invesisgatad
evidence). When soldicrs
died in Vietnana, their fam-
ilies rccived tclephione calls
from fellow citizens expres-
;ing pleasure for this death
in battle, and a.iding tnat it
‘as the wouge of sin ngainst
the pei.ice of God. %his is
the »rcuicament; and t.is is
the shibboleth for Amncrican
Christians.

Eric W. Gritsch
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God - Apathy
(cont'€ from page 6)
The following are 1n ansvcr
to whether you will or
will not particimate in
th> moratorium.
Junior - "Pending the type
of action suggested, i.e.
memorial szrvices, discus-
sion, pan?l debatecs eng.iing
specakers, m:rches to thec
Peace memorial, advertising,
etc. —- Yes. Ringing door-
bells -- No. (I fecl that
this would tcnd to cvoke
antagonism to our moratorium)
We should nroceecd on vos-
itive, demonstr- tive,
optimistic methods (this,
iovever, does not imply we
must L2 passive or th:at our
actions will thus be in-
effectivett),”
Middler - "Depeniing upon
thewadciindtitnleoflithat
paction. M
Senior - "Jepends on the:
quality of the "action" a
candlelight service, for
exqaple, 1s ineipid by it-
gelf.n
Thank fou all, again for
your participation in the
noll and for all comments.

Ken W. Hilston ir. (ed.)

<

MORATCRIUM - goainet

e Lo

(taken, with premission of
author, from Letters tc the
Edlitor, The Gctt sburg Times)
Dear 3ir:

On October 15 a small
group of peogsle unhappy vith
the viar in Vietnam, with
the Preésident and in some
cises' with democracy itsclf,
will st..ze a inivional dem-
onstrution attempting to
force their wiil on our
governuent.

Unfortunatcl:, theswe
(cont'd on page 8

Is it Moral?
(cont'd from page 3)

The comnlexion of a
moral compound dcoends on the
way in which JJou dis-
tribute *the ingrc¢dients.
That's why thore is a case
for puatience and tolcrance
in the Christian communit;’
in the Jace of pecownle who
take the oprosite vi~wv. Much
depends on which v:iluc 1is
allowed to rule the hierarchy
of moral valuecs.

I have come to the con-
clusion that thos® ho 1 ¢t
onc of the above cvaluations
rule the roost arc letting
the wrong foral vmlue in as
a guide to tie other valucs.
I am not s.:ying that some oT
them arc not imarortuant in
2 world o1 economic-military
balincing. 1 am saying that
in rclation to the 25-je.r
old conflict in: Vietnam
other morul modes siould
surge to the suri.cec.

First tnere ig the
aspect of social justice. 1In
this particular ins® "nce
socie:l Juntic: c.'.nnot be pro-
moted by a military effort.
Conseyuentil, Acemocr.c ' will
not bc introduced this wa .
The U.S. is dec 1y invclved
with the 2and-owvminz status-
{uo groups in Victn.um.

Or tauke natiénal freedom
as a moral valuec. At lec t
in r-laotion to China the
Vietnumese have ::lways been
nationslistic. \t the very
outsyt of the post-French
ern in Into=China John Foster
Dulles, in his unstatesman-
like ideology-bind, haé no
sense for the possibilities
of Victnamese national am-
bition. A1l he saw was a
crusaae against world com-
nunism. He never signed the
(cont'd on 1age
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" MORATORIUM -
(cont'd from page 7
"irres.onsibles" will pro-
duce far more noise than
their numbers indicate. The
great treged;” is their
actions will encourage our
enenies and result in in-
creased violeonce and death.

I for one vill display
the Unit.d States flag that
da;, not as an endorscment
of war, for wec all oppose war,
but as a vote of confidence
in our President and our
democratic s, stem. I wonder
hovww many other Amcricuns
will back our gov:ormment's
efforts to achitve peace
v;ith justice in this manner?

It is indeed the only
answer that resonable people
can make to tiiis destructive
and juvenialc wmoveaent.

rainst

A.L. Frice - Ncw Oxtord Pa.

MORATORIUM: an answer
(also sent to The Gettys-
burg Times )

Dear Sirs,

In the October 10th
issuc of Letters to the Ed.
there was a very cutting °
letter on the subject of the
October 15th Pecuce Morat-
orium. This is m; answver to
A.L. Price, and all who
feel like he does--

You s&; you are opposcd
to vir--and et b, doing
nothing ;ou su,vort 1it.

You sa; - ou will fly
the flag to support the
dcmocritic system--and yet
b - Jour condcmnation of the
"other side" _ou destroy that
democric] .

You sa; we "demonstrate
to force our will on your
government®--except that it
(next col.

is our government too,

onl;” man;” of us have never
had a vote.

You call us "irres-
ponsibles"--and et you
work with us, and let
our children go to the
s.me schools.

You sa, jyou love [ our
country--ve love it too, ve
only wvant to sce it remain
for our familics to love
also.

Paula M. Hilston (middler's
vife) A-9 Baughmon Hall

Is it Moral?
(cont'd from p:ige 7)
Geneva Accords, 1954, and
1cft the negotiations 1in
a huff. Instead he went
to Asia anda committed the
U.S.A. to a new U.S.-dic-
tated organization, SiaTO.
Histor; will grobabl; be
hard on Dullcs wvhosc ideo-
logy led the U.S.A. away
from the more human con-
czrns involved in a nat-
ural love for countr).
Progmatism would haive becn
more nor:l in th.ot case
than ideology .

A third point. The
sufforing inflicted on
millions of siiole folk
vyear after year connot be
defended. Merc, sonctiles
overrules continginci-s
of oth r hues. This is a
case for merc;. If preciscly
th.t vitre not indircctly
fe2lt b- the rulers of the
U.S.A., the TV filias of
the impact of the w.r anong
Vietnamese pcecople would
not i.ve uvisand. .r d half-
g yjear ago. Morey cen
be a danger to those who
viish to continue the bat-
tle.

(cont'd on page 9)
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Is it Moral?
(cont'd from nagec 8)

Fourthl,, the morality
of concession should take
precedence over the nmoral-
ity of victor;,. This war
cannot be won. 1 don't
know for vthom Rich:ird Nixon
thinks hc s»ocuks when he us-
serts he vwill not be the
First Amcrican President to
"preside ovir o defeat". I
supposc tiicre 1% & group on
witach he has hies political
e es. But inis statement is
naive. In the case of
Vicetnam it becomes immoral to
insist on victor,. Conces-
sion can bo .iore noral.

Fifth, the subterfuge
emploied b; militur -, ind-
ustrial und political leaders
in order to koep tho wvar
going has hollowed out the
mor:l ground _Lor the American
peoplc. Johnson's Tonkin Bay
hoax ( I Con't use that word
1l ghtly), the »propaganda
build-up for tiue bombing of
Nor th Victnam, the egyually
unbelicevable deicnse of the
"Pacific.tion Program"--all
has in lurge sart been des-
igned to lecd the American
public astru,;. Colonecl
Willicem Corson's book The
Betrayal mukes it cl ..T that
hiding, or distorting facts in
orier to promote a2 c.ause nmay)
disintegrate the causc.--
There are other moral values
to be pliaced ancad of those
th 't beoeltuy tht war, social
nkec¢s in Am rica, for
instonce.

Whit do we ut first in
onr scale of orul values
concor ing the wa.r in Vietnam?
I xnow th 't mor.lit; should
also be demandcda of the
"eneny". I won't deny anyone
(cont'd next col)

the right to say that he or
she can still morall;” defend
the war in Vietnam. But I
would take the libert:; to
doubt thiit he or she is in
the best moral tradition.

Bengzt R. Hoffmuan

Staff
Most of the st.ff has not
yet been appointed. How-
cvery, anione wishing to
contribute an artcicle to
Table talk is Ifree to do
so and such would be wel-
come.
Managing Editor: Ken Hilston
Sports Editor: HK.arr Shilling
Trpist: Pauvla HMilston

ATTLNTION: Seminary community

w.0.T.S.

October 14, 1469
7:30 - Social Room

Ad. Builiing
Dr. Sandstedt and the
returning middlers "tell it
lilce it is"
Discussion of C.P.E.

Also Tues. Octobcr 28,
Halloween Parade ond Party,
Get jyour costumec.



