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°\. 11..?e on c to 1eis 
by G ry , . lTorr:1. n 

'."1.'he recent co Jil8!1.ts by Tfr. lc".J..s on t,1e t;,.eo.1O,;icnl 
co .1.Ttunic tion r ise ..:.1., c...1.st t• .o b sic issues: 1) the na tu.re 

of the t.t1eo.logic·1l ent---r 1Jrise, ... nci 2) t,ie t'unc ti on 0f 

l liuious uP�u_ge. 
1. Sic: 0n the n ture of the the�logict� enteryrise 

we iust <1 r· e with tne Joint WL.lCh 'eis see ns t m.lke; 

viz., do..;mLtic tLeolo,y t.l.S ... �n or_, nizJd ,rese1,t tion of 

tf'J.e d t31Il s of the Church is c m ,rehen ... ,ed. bv only u small 
eli tc, the e 1bers of which t .... lk cJ. orig tl.emsel ves ,.t'1d do 
not contribute i6nific Lntly tc i::.he ye ·.st,y f�raent �- one 

t!1e"cr .ss roots." A t:rh trl or ...1 C'�-:.lvin, for ex , le, 
,�LJ.Y thorju..;tly P1d recisely org.nize the 'teform.J.t on 
..loctr1nes ... nd co1f8 ,..,s1ons into d. b .Jut11ully c n1r0 ... 1 nsive 
theolo _,ic, ·l ys tern. J;owe "'-' r, ·uch .1. system ( 'v:J ether by 
Gerh rJ or i. 011 ern) l .rrie s 1 ttle :71.(.;::lning 1 or or: in J ry 
CnrJ sti ·m •J< ievcr,3 1 for it de end G n 1;hd exi s te nee of 
gi v\ n Jo..; 1 s -..1.,,c:. u,;on the ,cc... tence of u .; _r1e ro.l phil-
o sop ic..i.l fra.1e'vr rk .s wel.L ��n on t11e ,re sup Josi tion of 

(cont. p. 6) 
·- - - ~ccriT ,NTS 

.:iic et Jon: A 1te onoe to ,cis. by l ry vonn 1n, p. 1 
"The 1 _rrent of a ::PL 11'r-.J.ined ..,en.in·:irian" by 1 (cl. son p. 2. 
/1.f' ther .::> •• inny .!:hlly ctory oy Ted r cGill p. 3. 

uoi:;,it onr; sub !11;t d by ,J. lliwn Hj tter p. 4 • 
.:uota.tions from Cox's li'e.:;ti v,11 of •1001s, p. 5. 

• 
• 
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'i'h8 t ollowing is a ro ·y on 11• he L,®E.nt of the 

\vife 01 u. · oti'l tionist. 11 It Ti.J.Y suit�bly be entitled: 

" he Lament )f u CPE Tr ined Se 1in ridn" 

I never g_t n·�d- I gt hostile; 

I n8v�r feel s d, I'm le .ressed; 

J f I r , .• d or I wri tc �nd then ee the .1.1 ,ht 

I'm not into-li1�nt - I'm m_rely ubsessed. 

I rwVL r ru.;r _ t, I 1 eel :._, i..-il ty; 

And if 1 sh ,uld st dy ray :1ul 

)o t eolo ,y ..1.n.1 such .nd not mind 1 t too luch 

lltn I stuiL.uus? ..,om_;ulsive is .... 11. 

If I cton' t .Like 1.,he st,ile I h ve conf icts 

111 th :.i bi lld.lent L.elin._,s tow .rd the frince. 

J "'l' r G\,; t orrie :i or n _ rv JllS or hurried 

,Ju�Jt , rxious, . .:.nd go:-on c.1 ,binge. 

If I'm h.pJy 1 mu. t be eu9hor1c. 

If I 0c, to the .Jub for t. Sch:111d t' s 

And s end ny time with the s .... lms or some rhyme, 

I'm .1. ln nic 1nd 1�1.yb • a schiz. 

If 1 t, l them they' re ri;·ht I'm sub•n1 ssi ve, 

H.e ,re 3 Jln,, ,. gr ssi venc s too, 

.nen J disagr e, I'rn d0.to1.sive you ce 

t...nd ,roJec t tng my sym.)toms ,Jn you. 

I love .:>e.n, ,ut th,.t's Just trmsf'-rence, 

1,1 th ''Old J'll . ..1.rt1n 11 lncKin.., ins heels. 

Hy b.L tciu.� unJ i..l.OniI\_, is not sim ,ly r0 .. ning, 

1,ne l4'ield Office 1.:.i.de s o.11e .r,e 11 d�...1.1.s." 

I'� not lonely, r•� sin ly �e 1endent; 

My t1 d tc.hin_:, is on y -.J. tic. 

If I _;eein a c...1.d, 11ev1.:. r ind, just be gL1d 

'l'h it I'm .. .1. e 1in rL.1n nd nJt just dck. 

P.S. Thi�k 1buut it. 

,1vid Gle , son 
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g11 QRY_....,lGF'..1: .1._0r.1._YOl_� __ J_TOO,_J('' _:t,1y_ M'GI:LL --------------------------------------- -----

It was u blustery March d..1y, so .YOU c m sec why Skin.'1.Y 

Billy c_ osed tLe books down at Schr·iID.IJl & Rugh' s, \11.here he 

w ·s u v-,1lued member of the commi ttce l_.)r0bing "vi ther 

Blac,cbo .rds?", the committee that asks the question, 

"Is t.1e bLickbo..1rd a useful tool of c0mmun cut,_ n in the 

XX. Century?" Skinny Billy h 1d dcf1.ni tely dectided not 

to e:.1t at Sardi' s, where, r..e had re id in ToV'.n .'.S:.'fr Country, 

the rec l 1dy w110 bur jen bt·fore dess rt was st ,.11 lu r��ing 

"run;111G the ts.1,c.str1es" ., ''. as it were. So Skinny Eilly 

were/w'J.s � on the -...ay home, and ha1J Jened to see Smitty 
and rhe Wife si ttinc on The orch 9 So t;1ey all st�trted 

talking about t,1e economic lag in t .. e fourtll q_u-1rtc:.r, 

which �Kinny Bi�ly would've enJoyeJ, had not his old 

friend, D. Gemeinde, come £?.long with "Hi, you old 

turtle.' A_n' t tney nung ,you yet?" Not only tlla.t, IJ t 

t .. en Hi c ur1e o .. t Wj th, '' Skinny Billy� I a1n' t seen you 

in a long t me� .laja do? \v'ashyer fc.ce?� 11 At t:,!1is Jint 

>,dnny Billy . wc.1s pro b.ib:J,.y de r sseo . lnyv, y, lie ,ent ho:,e 

to E • ..rred, home to ,-.L..3 tiny ,_1 ce in -che V .Ll,Ge . 

ut, lo! 

y_ui t..__ .knows. • -red rl ef n1.Jely did hiv..: a c tty s"'lile 

on .1is Juss, '1:!ld a " .o fly vo1irseli' 11 1ien, \ 1iict · is 

retty rne n. ecia' ly i11 k nny hlly' s s 1 ·�na lost 

w ndcrin..; f r fror:i the .... oh, cut ,h..it out! o SKinr:.y 

i_ly did ['"C fly .t1ims13lf. I .. 1n, like, \ h ,t tlf.C ronld 

you do? If t.11e ..i.. rtu."l s o _iie ... nd e:;.iG rci ,s o t:ie 

situ·,.t_on had .... oh, I've got to sto th. t� 0orry . 

.Anyv:�y, l1e l rst <... iIIL)Cd i '1--:o his ! .. 1 t ( Hu.y' 01 1� . ..1.yfie ld, 

� h.Lch is not t o t .r ir J;n the ryn1·,_eld). 1nen hE: got a 

tej.1um-wei_,Lt r0,;e (on1..: c..1.n'-c be too Ctretu.1) nd .r' und 

.... stout ole (yes! L,:)t t,.e re,� er unlc:rs1,..,nd.) r1e tied the 

roµc to tue :ole, or _11e .Jole to the roJ.Je, Lnd the r t,1e 

unto himself, tnd, ta.kl nr, up his ),Lr of soa), i,'I C se it 

rained, he set s .. il ( s le?) . f\Tow, t 1. st re •art, 

(cont. nexi; )nge) 



(cint. from P• 3) 

;k.J.. nny Dilly w...:.s seen sowe\_,1ere o 2r w t11-r C1ld rct1-t.1."d 

�ch, r aine, or �he Isle 01 Skye, so, O1et1� a you c n 

ulmost �ever tell. -'J.'ed N. I •cG-111, •v110 is 
de1· nit�ly not ;:ikJnny �illy 
so you oetter look for . n­
other. 

wuot tions to keen hJndy (suo11tted by lillia� 1_tter) 

from ..1 bio0ri. hy e;f lfred 1 rth ./' -t:;ei.., •1 : 1�-.t,,,1ut1ci. n, 

)hilosopher, f t er of rocess theolo.-:y ..• 11 .'1ttcheud 
"ttJnd_ed c�1urch with Li.ir r..:gul .. ri ty; it , s s,Lid tll. t he 
v,cnt to ..1 so-c�lled 'h .;h' rish, .J..lUOl!\.., evic.ence for 
v1t11ch 1 f und in .rrocess ._.•tel .LL, .. ..J.ity, hllrre h� nt.i.ons 
ir_c •lSC u.s <.l ty JlC..,.l 1 !" l.i,;ious I sy 1Jol, CVOC..1."ti ve of fcel­
i!1_j tones d·'1cl1 .:iy.:t rivusly c ui1ui1ie; .tc rofound tr. th. " 

fro•1 ..1nnenoc 1·,;s' s ,, c: sus-� .1.nd � n .•. "Here , e Ji, ve to 
reco.s-nize an �· ,_ement of truth in tnc 1to•1 .. m vcn ·r , 1.on cf 

ry ••• �'I ry c .. -..n ') the symbol of hu 1 ni ty re ei ving the 
Gr-ce of Lloo in f..1ith ••. �he rcl ,tion of the c1urch to God 
c.n most b syr1oolized by 0 ns of .n in�ividual 10reon 
j n tlw fi��uro of ,.ry. " 

frOJil 0.J.. llich's C,1icago lccturcs ... "(utt.�ch.in,J 8rt, nizod 
religion) sin ,ly sh--iws L ck oi' tno:Jght, ..i.nd is usua.11;,r 

root t in lcl ex criences in cl.ildhood o.r 1orc likely 
in ..,und .. q uc.ooo, 1·hic.1 is one nf tho gr0 .... t lJ.JOr ..... to.ries in 
\ihl.Ch CLristi..1n L l th . s ex )t"'> ..:.lcd Ir m children." 

r•'rom j'fuc .Lu.1.1 rie' s rinciples of Christi, n '�., olc;y: 
11 :1'hc ,J.ci0st1; ty .Je o.:. rc.1igJ.on in -cnu Cld 1. ,..;:t...i.r.cnt 
< i1.1.01·s from the 4,ro hutic t;y�e recisely in ssert 11,'.?; thu� 
so te"t.UDJ nucds to be ct ne .i:ur r.:.�n, : o ·1etl1in_:; 1.c is Jower-
1 ... ss t'"' 'o ior Jiinself in rc�3,)onse to the demt.1nds of lrod 
u, on hi 11. ven if pric -cly reli�ion oft0n tPll into su)er­

(cont. next Jn;e) 
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(cont. from lust se ) 

stition · nd es1 rved the atrictures of �he Jro hets , it 
nev<' rtheler:s heJ.d to ...t truth which th0 )ro ,hets overlooked. 11 

00 1,1uch f ,r  .o-lern theology ; on your L'li..iry w 1y to 
� me be sure to turn ind Jenuflect to the 010 r 1 ged cross 
, .. s :,ro u.  _ J •  ve the church in the d...1.le . 

Bill . {it r,er 

1·oints to ender fro.n H tr " ey Cox ' s  .r l. sti v ..... l ,J f .l. ools 

p. 40  11 0ur c� , sors snip the sex sc-nc s out of ...,wedish ovies 

w.i1ile their censers cui; che violent on,. out of ours . 11 

p .  59 " t"<.mt<.J.sy is the richest s )1,1.rce of hum n e r  .tivity. 
-'-.Jeolo6ic ..... lly � >eu.kin , it is  the im �•�c of the Cre. tor God 

in "'.l .. n .  !,ike od, man in f,int<l --:,y e; r,- tc s l'lhole , orl Is  
ex nihilo, ou c c f  nothing. '' 

p . 64 "M ... n ' s o enn� Gs t 
his c acJ ty for f nt cy. 

t really new futur0 is ' 8  'ende�t on 

.J. .... nt ts�,r thri vcs · .:ion._• the rl is-
s tisfied. ·1 J S  sugi:;ests th t i nsi0ht into tl1c future md 
willi�ne,,s to ove 1 r� .rd ay r quire :.in e .. em nt of 
alien..1 t..Lon i'rorn , r re ent society. '-'ould t 1 s bP why 
, 1  e sus insi sted t!1...1.t )nly the • oor .. nd rl i seuh..:. rited L. uld 
re lly r..1.s,t-1 t11e Kir1t1do 11 Jf  Crod? 11 

PP . 9 2-9 3 11
1l'he search for the ' tr .. .i.sc e1tr; ence ' is not dc <-1d 

tu uy . It t K s t.ue fvrm or· the 1-1u . st f r tlle .Li vclier 
more just, 1orc s tisfyin0, und sentlcr fonns of hurr. .n 
co Illllility . It continut-s t11,1t ...;eekin..£ ..... fte r the evJ r futUBe 
Kin,,.dom th.it ,resus co incnccd . 

p. 9 5 "'l'he church 1orc often th m not uses the ,e 10 ries 

of tlie :s .ints not to e r  c urage us tn e re 1.ti vi ty but to 

blulgeon us into co11formity . It h s e 1 r1t1 eJ the ,�c tu.res 
of C l  le J.c L tJ on ur.til t 1ey hJ. ve beco ne ,) rren nd .Joyless . 
It hc.1,s lisc ure,1g d r...1.d1c  1 f 1nt sy as >ossible turc, ... t to 
its h .rd -won ,l. . .1.ce in Caerstir ' s society." 

(cont . next Kt e) 
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( nt. from Ltst .J L,>e) 

p. 111 11 .. hc ' ..i 10els nd .rch ..... !"lgels' sym ,oli ze _.,Joe t 1 c..1lly 

tl,o se J rve lous d i  V'ns1.onc of rP· .li ty we t uch only .in ccl ­

ebr tion .. md i' .. .r1 t, tsy. ... he ' - OI!l ;...ey o f  heaven' ..!.inked tu 

t o se of us o:r " .. rth su..:;.:;e sts t11 1.t V1;.;ry L..tre,e .inclusive 

human community , f v.hich I become c orsci0us p. rt in e el-· .. 
1Jr._ tion. 11 

p . 140 t1 In tliC Ji  b�ic al >ortr .i t of 1.., nri 'Jt tl1c. re are elements 

t11ut c r.. e ._.ts_ly S1lt;g e st clown sy 1bols. J,ike t�1e j e st Jr,  

C hri st defi e s  cu 3tom o..1n i scorns crowned heuds. I,J..ke ... wc1nd ­

erint1 troubad c r  ne 11,:. s 1.0 l te e to lay ni s hc..1d. Like the 

clown i ri tJ1e ci rcus tr:.id. e, he s.:i.ti ri ze s e x  stin , rnt110ri ty 

by ri ding 1n rn town rel)lete with re _· 1 :x1ge ntr;I hen he 

has no e rt,1.ly )Qwer. Like a i nstre l he fre -1.uc �ts dinners 

u.nd urtie s .  At t,.1c end he i s  co stumed by h i s  ene11i e s  in 

a mocking c ric...l.ture of roy.il p ....  ra. ,Jhernalia. rte i s  crucifi 0d 

u ,1d st sn1 ,gers ..1. 1d t..1.unts wi th c..1 s13n over hi s 1,e a th .t 

lampoons 1.i s L.1u..;h.1ble cl,.1.im . t 1  

suu1ai 'JtJd by Ke e th 1 , i lston 

(cont. �rom p . 1-A .,c s onse to ., e i s) 

� unified dOC iety ( Chri ste d om). �n� vitul quest1 on then 

b .. coille s whr�ther s 1 tch a!1 e th o s  i s  still '-,i th us ..J.rid \'thether , 

in f .1ct, f ii th i s  s e--tking t0 fu.i th or "Jim lJ' to ,1.n echoiTit's 

void. 

I f  we ..J.Y .·�sume t t we . tre JO st-...... nligh t ,> nr.:ien t .. nd 

post- · hri stend o:n >('in& s ,  th,.,n it se e:.� s s ,+>e to s2.y til'.:...t 

we o .J..on_;e r l;;..kP do.:;m..: ,""'.. � , 1  confe ssio .._ for ,1.r�1"'.t ed . i\ s  

'-'hri ti�ns , wh .i.t i s  our "t,�sk i "  t11is  situ tt..1. on? Here, 

it seems, t;1e way is o e n  1·or u. ovstcr:,:-,. tic  ( or ..ren an 

c x i. .., t .. nti u.l) tlllJOlo, y .... s o 1 o sed co L. dog.:1 1 .1,ic t_,eo l o0y -

o _en, that i s ,  to <-.t the ol.Ot,Y th tt i s  e s se ntL.1.l.iy ,..1. iologctic 

r th Jr tnan ..1.·1.rgely keryg 1u ti c . : .1ght we not .ttempt 

i n  such c.L t, e olo.;y to combine tne sub 1 ec tivE: e x  c.ri e n'-' s o f  

.ien with ,--1e obJ ective t s  ject o f  t.,....:ology? I 1 othc.r ord s, 

11ight we not make others c..1.w...ire of tne Gnri sti..1n mes sLltie 

(cont. next .l ige) 
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(cont. fr� m ltst )Ll..(se) 
by r..ii sing "t c ques ti 1.,ns of mun .... , , <.1inst •.1ie c.: tro p of 
1..,nristi 1n kL-rygn::.i. d. d th--rby .JUu lyir\5 the c. 1Swers .v riich we 
· .11 suck? Ir t.J s wu.y \1C ,.1ight ut J.C<-1.st JroviJe sc ne need­

ed --1.nsr:ers in  .. m intelligible \-l�;y, vth.Lch i :::,  .... "l�rked ror r .1st 
tc, the use ot ti:ae-worn clogmu "tic responses th • t; .J.re-'lot �b­

soro Jd 1.;ut 1erely revcrberu. te t •. rougr1 ,;ime . 

2. Non : Mr. , e is ::lso suggests tl1c.1.t t.he ,hiloso ,)hi-
c _.le ... 1 us,_)ect of 1 1 trod-t lk" h 1s qu stiond.b:e v lue . 'l·h.-1 t i s , 
he fuln.i n vco s 1. , .inst t 11e c r0ful pr1:. ci sion pa.id to 1Jhil-
oso hic .... l conce ts md linguistic formul<.1c wi thin t 1e 
tncolo:-;ic: .J.l • l SC i ;>line . OW8 J'Cr , i t  r,  e ·s t G th t hil-
oso Jhy is d. n,.tur tl -..1.d 1unct to the b1bl1.:!ul ..... nd istoric .1 
as Jects c f  th<.: t.1eolo,s1cal ent r Jri se. 1 h,.t is to 1y , 
,.Jhi loso hicc....l n lysis inc _u es 11 L .nJU...i.. lJ ,  _·el1.J"ious 
or oth,.rwise. h1 los0 hy is c__, Lccrnod , . erefore , .J.b ut 
the ,J.ny uses of � nc1i vid uo.l words in relluious ( t 1. olo_;ic .1) 
Lllsc urse t .. t , . .!'l.J v sseati..1lly misuses, th .t lo ot co muni-

C _ te, tne d-- ._,ired inform •. tion ._.t , 1.l . ... or inst nee, 
. .  ere · . .  c o ,tcce ., t  tne idc: . of ,.n <-I tthro JOL1orphic t ·oa , tnLn 
we c -_,ld e .f i LY l .� .k c,f lr Jd in L1r1u un e der1 ved froi 0ur 
ovm ex Jeri .nee. UnJ. urtun· t ly, ho ev .r , o r  ou is d. 
tr..insce .<lent r ,lity, d.nd this pluce r:; him Ot..;yond our ex eri - ) 

ence 1nd to so 1e extent bey nd our n 1i l i t1 cs of ex ression. 

\s rP · l e ,  i t br cornes incr<= sing ty diffi cu t to )Osi h v,.,ly 
ch r cr ·ri ze or C '"·cr2 be God . One .._ r,r>rn. .tivc J S  t follow 
the h · 1 1 1  ton- · 1 ti  Zl r school nd roe L im the "rl th of God,"  

'., 1 ch lilcc .11 mor,:1 ' orL. m •rely Jrolongs t l 10 re so ution 
of the coriflict. T.ie ;,Jroblem is not thereby resolved .  fo.:­

we ..1s C rist iu.ns re b und continu ..... ..:. ly to urge men vO , ccc pt 
belief in God. H_r t. 1e )hilosophical anu.lys1 steps in u.nd 
s ys tu t :i t  is nonsensic 1 to re uest ucce t<.J.nc ' qf 'J. belief 
before the cuntent of the belief is ra de clc. r .  He reminds 
us th tt "t.,he e ni ng o� u , rnlief logic �lly pree;eL es t te 
ucceptance of i t .  rhe beli ef must first b ,  c1 .rifi ed; 

(cont. next pugc ) 
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then WL c n le.:.,..,_ t1.m�,.tc1.y re uest ..1-.:cc. t,1.nc c - or r'? i:.c tion -
of it. 

'.J.'11us it seems th ... t i ssues( such �s t11e n ture of Cod } 

ri oed by t1.e .f:).lnlosophe r ...1.re of J .sic cunc --rn to tne 

r� l1.cious bLli0vc r; t cy -.1.i e n t mere c Jd e�ic issues bu t 
r t�ier expose some of the dee est longings nd questions 
of our dJ.y. 1, 1..Le t£ie ordin .ry religious beli e ver !J· y no t 
be totc.tll · cone rned u.b0ut t11e confusion oi r lL�ious 
1 nguu. ,e, rcli,._, 1.ouo sc,101 rs ure --1.nd vn�t to knew ( us one 
, uts it ) "v;he tl-ier �hristiun f-.1.i th is the resul t of t .... lking 
oneself out of .. nxic ty by t 11e entert inment of unr ..... 1 su ,_  

osition ,  or ,,hP ther somet.1ing th lt  is true is cl· 4:urred 
ind c .n bl] 1e ningfully su JOrt2d 1 s true 1.n �he t}1,, gh t ,  
worship , nd 1r ctice of u Cn ri stian." 

::>o the ph1 1.oso iher ... n,l the t.icologi<-41 c ontinue t0  use 
esoteric .n ex. ct tcminolo;�y i n  m te . .)t to c l  n fy 
t11e Cnristi.1n f<n th. t111�n less tr uned .r.nnds come into 
con,:;u.ct i th such L1ngu...1ge,  th re is <1 b • .crier ) r  1Vl-nting 

Ul1l1. e rL !., nding. ,ml 11ere, �t..inful t1.oug.1 it ffk.y l)e j  l S  wh2re 

t1ie or:lin .ry , ;Jr.2.r� l inds ci. role. Pt1rt of  one ' s ,ric. stly J.nd/ 
oror .1-.1.stor<-1.l 1 unctJ.on i s  to rela. :..e to the J.risnoner wn lt 
tne t. eologJ.u.n 1.s s ying . �ch imin�t r is c �lled on to 
be -.1. tn ologL.1n <2nd inter ,re ter in his o\•m right, to re-
st te wh t the gos pel (in its biblicil, , ·, ...; oric 1 or 

hiloso )hical n,l,nitest tion r� .:illy mr? ns. '\YJ.d t . 13  is .t,>re ­
cisely whc.re t.1e issue f J ls into our L.tps . For too '11.iny 

c ..... ergymcn tl'1e tc1sk seems too trouble so11e , so they f, 11 b. 1ck 

on t ,in l istic un i untrue m ssa e about "sweet  Jesus " 

the bosom of 0\.b.1. ·J.h-im." Arc we wi lling to ss , n  this  
n_, , u 

me ssage, or h<1ve we the s •�<1.J...inc1 .. nd 1.nsi�ht to int1:rpcet 
the true mess �e ?  Unfortunately ,  ..i.11 indic...1ticns potnt to 
tne former. 

G.E.Gormun 
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