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NSIL Activities

As you nay or ey not know,
our Student Body is 2 menber of
the National Student Lobby. This
organization has a lobbyist in.
Wweshington, D.C., who attempts
to influerice legislation which
would affect cr is of interest
to students. Twice a wonth, the
NSL issues a TLegislotive Report
to 1ts member schools. Wwe don't
receive copies for every student
at the sewinary, so the Social
Action Committee suggested o
sunnary of these reports be
included in Table Talk. In 1its
March 15th Tégislation Report
the NSI, reported the following
iteus:

or. March 15 the Senate kill-
ed the Voter Registration by
Meil bill which would ncve irede
voter registraticn easier.
(Since then, the Surreme Court
ruled residency requirenents
for registration as wnconsti-
tutioncl. This should nake it
easier for those vcviiig out of
state to register for tlie fall
election.)

An intensive lobbying can-
paign, involving over 300 stu-
dents, began on March 22 "to
rress for more than $900 rillicn
in additional student finonciczl
assistance" ond a guarantee that
any person wishing to attend
college will be given financizl
2id.

On March 9, a representative
of NSI, testified before the Sern-
ate Armed Services Cormittee
that rilitary spending sil:ould
be cut. These two reasons were
cited: "(1l) the iilitary has
been involved in such political

and rcrcl 'disasters as Vietinaon,
cnd other 11l tary regires around
the world, cnd (2) the costs for
rilitgery srending ere increasing,
when roney for dorestic priori-
ties (#speciclly " higher educc-
tion) has been cut substantianlly.®

The Sencte is currently con-
siderir g The war Powers Act
(s.2956). 1Introduced by sen
Javits; this " bild would Xiemit
the cuthcrity of tlhie President
to ccumit 'U.,S. troops to hostil-
ities. WwWithin 30 coys of the
coun.encenent cf Tighting the
Prezident would be required to
wit.idraw the troops if Congress
had not declared wor ftlso in
the wer line, Senctors Gravel ond
ondcle cre introducing bills to
end furids for Indochina 2ir beonb-
ings and, if the FQv's cre releas-
ed, to rcrove 21l troops from
Indochina vy Juiie 30, 1972.

The rcport also referred to
the ®oucl Righkts prendrent --
"mguelity of rights under the law
shall not be denied or abridged
by the U:.iited states or by any
State on hccount of sex." The
rrendrent hog since passed the
senzve , &nd now needs approval
by 34 stotes. If approved, it
will give wonen ecuéel rights cnd
responsibilities with uern.

Joe Scholtes
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Friday, Morch 131 .7:30 pm
Good Fridcy Service

Soturdsy, April 1 11:15 pM
Easter vigil



L Few Proposals
by Charles /i. Brophy
March 15, 1971

"The text for today is, 'Voe unto me if I preach not the
Gospel.'"

This "text" is the subject of this article. However, I'm
not going to preach to you, rather I'm going to make a fcw pro-
posals concerning our preaching curriculun.

Here at Leminary we learn very quickly that the task of the
pastor is to preach the Gospel. %%e learn this particular fact
from the Lucharist on Wednesdays, from our professors, and also
from the materials we read. Aanother way we lcarm this fact is
when our professors (especially Jenson and Gritsch) tell us we
should preach the Gospcl instcad of the stuff we hear on Lundays
from our field work pastors or other congregatione we attend.

Soon the word "correctly" gets added to the word "Gospel."

Our task then becomes that we should preach the Gospel correctly.
But if we do not preach the Gospel correctly, wve do not preach
the Gospel. w~hich leads us right back to the banner in the

"woe unto me¢ if I preach not the Gospel."

The fact that the task of the pastor is to preach the Gospel
is drucmred into us. But where do we learn the skills and tech-
niques of preaching? ihere and when do we learn to become the
preachers of the Gospel that are so despecrately needed in the
church? The way the curriculum is set up now we lcarn it frcm
three basic places. From our theology and Bible courses we lcarn
what the Gospel is, what the content of our sermons should be.

From our first year preaching course, we learn how to formulate

the Gospel into a sermon. e learn the basic skills and techniques
of preaching. &snd from the second year preaching practicum, we
learn the peculiarities of our style and make the nccessary corr-
ections.

However, I presently fecel that this set-up can and must be
imrroved. I just don't feel that this is an adequate basis for
learning how to preach. Preaching the Gospel is the most important
task ¢f the pastor. It comes before everything else the pastor
does. More people will hear the Gospel through the form of a
sermon than through any other means the minister uses. Then
why isn't more emphasis put on preaching herc at the Seminary?

I would 1like to propose the following as a way to improve the
present position of preaching in thc curriculum.

1. I propose that preaching be placed in a division by itsclf.
The importance of preaching cannot be overstressed. It does rank
alongside the divisions of Biblical Otudies, llistorical-Theolcgical
Studies, and Ministry. In fact, maybe it should be Division I.

2. within this division, therc should be threc required courses.
Our present course 3.701 Introduction to FPreachiny; should be retained.
illowever, the sccond-year preaching practicum should be incorporated
into it. 4 sermon has two bacic componcauts, ccntent and style.

If these two are stressed togother, the sermon mairtains the unity
it needs. The student must develop his style and content together.
The way it is set up now, first year studcnts get content and a
little style, while in the second year they get all style and no
content. VWhy not let lr. Stucmpfle and lir. ifatthews teach the
Introduction to Preaching course together -- Stuempfle concentrating
on content eand riatthews on style. i do realizc that both of these
men are overworked, but try to think of their names as examples of
(cont. next page)




what I1'm getting at. This course would be required the second sem-
ester of the first year.

3. The second required course should be Hemeneutics. OUince
the Bible is our chief source for the message of the Gospel, here
is one course that really helps the student learn how to use this
source fer the purposes of preaching. This course should be re-
quired during the second semester of the first year in conjunction
with the Introduction to Preaching course.

4. The third required course should be Special Forms of the
Sermon. I have two basic arguments for making this required. Firet
of all, it should be required sometime during the second year.
Having this course the second year would reinforce much of what was
learned during thce first year course and it would help correct
problems both in style and content that have developed since the
first year. . second argument is that 1 fcel that it is necessary
to know what preuching is in a marriage or funeral situation, or
wvhat new forms the sermon is taking today. 411 of this can't be
done in the first year course, but it must be done if we are to be
preachers of the Gospel. (From what I have heard about the Special
Forms of the Jermon course during the first semester, I feel stupid
about making it required. But I still stand by my arguments in
hope that the course would be taught by somecone wvho would make it
interesting and productive to the student).

If preaching is so vital as we say and hear, then let us improve
the preaching curriculum in order that we pay learn hcw to preach
the Gospel.

1 am open to any criticism of my proposals.
AXETHIRAA X RX AL R

Re: Unthcological concerns
At least four times this year the water has been turned off
in Baughman for re¢pairs -- without prior announcement. \arning
before shutdown could avoid toothpastey mouths, soapy bodies,
uncooked food, slimey dishes, unmade "Tang," unrinsed clothes,
etc. (as well as general distemper). Thanks.
Fred Opalinski
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Letters to the wditor

Dear Ir. Lanihan:

nfter reading the latest issue of Table Talk, we, like Ld
lieiderhiser, can also remain silent no longer.

In reference to your aims for Table Talk you say you wint
Talk to "become more than a recording eye/ear of campus activities."
rather to see it "become the center of campus debate, and (yes!)
a hotbed of social, political, and thcological controversy, a
vehicle for public opinion-testing, and 2 plece for artistic ex-
pression." Our question, as &d's, does it have to be with sarcasm,
slander, hatred, arrogance and obscenity? (I think you missed one.
Editor.) Uince you can only write satirically and sarcastically,
do you plan on writing your sermons this way’* You also state that
there is so little good straight journalism around these days that
sarcasm, etc. is the only thing that holds a readers attention.
There arec many known popular piecces of good straight journalism,
e.;. llew York Times, Newsweck, Time Masazine (to name a fevw) and
last but not least, last years Table Talk. 1t would seem to us that
one with your talent would be well advised to practice the art and
perhaps fill in some of the gaps. WLho knows -- you, yourself
might become cditor of the Times lieligious Lditorial page.

(cont. next page)



\.e would also like to add our opinions on "Up against the lill."
You say the object of the article must accept criticism without
personal anguish or revenge reactions. Your uarticle contained
nothing but personal anguish (7, Editor), so that your "emotion-
aliem" often got in the way of presenting your ideas. ‘hether your
ideas were right or wrong is immaterial. For you immediately lost
the attention of your reading audience with ycur childush outbreaks.

You say you need to be motivated enought to bother writing in
the first place. \ie just wonder how many importznt things have
gone by on campus that didn't "motivate'" you enomgh because you
were wrapped up in your own personal little world. 1 am certainly
&lad the news media doesn't need to be motivated to print the nevs
or else we would be more in the darlk than we are now.

e are so glad to see that you feel capable and qualified to
recover some the dignity of Dr. Heiges in his "tactical error."
oomehow we feel that is a bit presumptuous at best. Wwe are quite
certain that IF Dr. Heiges had made =z "tactical error" he certainly
vould not need your help to get himself out of the mess.

You were right when you said "here is someone who doesn't
appreciate my humor, even someone who thinks I'm icmature and ir-
responsible.” kd thinks this and you can add our names to the list
as well as many more I'm sure. I will even add one more character-
iatic to your writing: arrogance. (Lorry, that's not the one I
was thinking of. Editor).

To close, your fable by .mbrose Bierce made little or no sense
in the context of any caring community, e¢;&. the Seminary. Yet
often times one does run across suitable quotations, therefore,
let us share this one with you.

"It's remarkable that man should be so arrogant and secure
when there are so many, indeed countless, evidences around us to
suggest that we ought to be humble."

(Martin Luther, Taken from
Luther's l.orks, Table Talk,
Vol. 54, page 10)

Sincerely,
Ken and Pat Diable
intern at U of Mekb.

EAREAX N AR AAXERN AN ANXN

Up igainst the Hill
by G.S5. Lenihan

with the prospect of zn ever-cxpanding response tc the 1971-72
existence of Table Talk, a new coiumn has poked its fet2l head into
these pages. "Letters to the iiditor." This issue's suhkmission
comes from Ken and Pat Diable. Ken is the other half o Table Talk's
editorial staff from last yecar.

I had some difficulty following the thought-process throughout
most of the above letter. That could be my fault. 1n any case,

1 would likely contend against the bulk of it -- starting with
the cquation of The New York Times, Tire, iewsweek, ana (last &
least) last year's Table Tals with GOOu straight jourmelism,
proceeding through the "motivation" talk, and ending with the
Lmbrose Bierce business.

Put these two things interest me: 1. +the illusicn of Table
Talk as a "news"-paper, and 2. the relevance of the smbrose Bierce
fable to the Seminary community. Beginning then with point one:
it is downright sil)y to think of Table "Talk as a "news'-paper.

(cont. next page




For one thing, the paper hits the newstand but twice a month. Dy
that time, the reported event has already been witnessed and/or
verbally discussed; probably it has been filed into the Mind's
Cabinet of the lio Longer Interesting. Go far as anrnouncements

are concerned, it's much easier, more practical, and ecologically

more sound to use either the bulletin board, to make an announce-

ment in Chapel, or to pull a Paul KRevere and run through the Dorms
shouting the message.

Jo why is there a Table Talk?” It seems to me obvious: so
individuals can have their chance to sing, curse, bitch, or pull
legs. Thus, the present editorial policy is to accept any sub-
mission, as long as it's signed. In this way, Table Talk fills a
certain need -- it becomes a chest-reliever. It also allows us
to see ourselves -- where we are -- what sort of ideas are float-
ing around this place.

One trouble about the Seminary community is its clique-ishness.
with married students isolated off-campus, with so many professors
restricting their intera:tion with studeats to the classroom (or
to classroom-related activity -- Academix), with the virtual sep-
aration of juniors into courses with other juniors only, with a
significant part of the student body out of the picture altogether
(Interns), it is no wonder the sense of community at Lutheran Theo-

logical Seminary is somewhat nebulous at best.

And so Table Talk attempts to provide a market place for
thought a2nd style. .

’ Point two: .mbrose Bierce vs. '"any caring community." Pass-
ing up the debatable point whether Gettysburg Seminary indeed
qualifies as either '"caring" or as "a community," let us accept
the proposition of any "caring" community. Implicitly, ren scems
to think thut “"caring" and "having opponents" are contradictions.
The Bierce fable proposes the opposite: in order to HiVE a commun~
ity, there must be tension. The enemy of commun-ity is the Dishrag.
The person who takes no sides, the person who is willing to please
all at any cost, the person who has no cnemies and (for that reason)
can have no friends. a Clockwork Orange goes into this.

I have become increasingly aware of the feeling among those
would-be pastors here, that it is a sensible maxim to always strive
to please one's congregation and avoid offending it. If the
Berrigans prove anathema to one's parishoners, then don't mention
them. Heaven forbid that a prayer should be offered in their
behalf (lest it petition their repentence)! I zdmit it becomes
complicated vhen there is a wife-family involved, when one's live-
lihood depends exactly ON this pleasing (I'm finally understanding
the rationale behind celibacy).

and so the Gospel is replaced by a placebo -- a comforting
word, a sugar-coated platitude to make everyonc feel good before
gettling dowvn before the Sunday afternoon football-basketball-
baseball gume on Channel 13,

But Christ
wvhat new breed of Money-changers
has usurped the Temple
to drive out the ictivist
who had so many enemies
that they crucified Him?
Closing with a (hopefully) more "suitable" quotation: by S. Crane.
"l see that none has passed here

The wayfarer, In a long time."

Ferceiving the pathway to truth, Later he saw that each weed
was struck with astonishment. was a singular knife.

It was thickly grown with weeds. "well," he mumbled at last,

"Ha," he said, "Toubtless there are other roads."



Charismatic Cooking

"And the hare, because it chews the cud but does not part the
hoof, is unclean to you, "--lev, 11:6

For many thousands cf yee:s
one of the creatures mosi mali:med
by those of the Judeo-Christisi
tradition has been the ratbit,

The first Biblical refererce (:iiven
above) was the seed for all of the
later anti-rabtitic feelings-.- »nd
the dietary prohibition was bar-ed
upon a faulty analysis ot the ini-
mal's overt behavior by the errly
Hebrew naturalists, In actuality
the rabbit is not a rumirant,
chewing the cud, but is related to
the rodent, Therefore thLe scirip-
tural attack on this innocent a&nd
unwary creature is completely un-
founded factually.,

The truth of the matter is
that the rabbit was, in the past,
a Christian symbol for the meek
and the lowly. And it is prob-
ably because of the prejudice of
those Hebrew naturalists that the
image of this furry creature does
not appear in our churches and
cathedrals, enshrined in stained
glass and glittering mosaics, and
adorning the stoles of the clergy.
Whether one pictures the rabbit as
Lepus syriacus, L, judeae, L,
aegyptiacus, L. isabillinus, L.
sinaiticus, or L. europaeus, this
creature is in fact a part of our
Christian heritage.

It would seem that the best
point to begin the readoption of
this important symbol would be at
the one point where it has not
been completely obliterated
throughout the centuries--Easter!
And since Lutherans find that this
image is a part of not only their
religious heritage but also of
their cultural past (for it was
the Germanic goddess of the dawn
of the living year, Ostara, who
took as her escort the Noble Rabbit,
each spring traversing the Aryan
land re-presenting renewal, rebirth

and regeneration), we should be
able to reintroduce this tradition
with more ease and speed than
those of other backgrounds. As a
first step in resurrecting.and

reinstating the rabbit as a valued
Christian Eastcr syubol, we offer
the follicwing recipec:

BISCUIT EASTERE BUNNIES

Pre! eat oven to 4250,

SifiL before measuring:

2 cups coke flour c¢r 1 3/4 cups
all- purpose fiour,

Resift with:

2% teaspoons double-acting baking
powcer

1% *2aspcons salt

i tablespoon sugar

Cut in as directed:

1/8 to 1/4 cup butter

Add:

3/4 cup milk or cream

Stir lightly into the flour mix-

ture, using a fork. Turn dough
onto a floured board. Knead
lightly for % minute. Pat or

roll out the dough to the thick-
ness of # inch., Cut it out with
3 sizes of cutters:_ 1--large,
about 3 inches; 2--% as large,
and 3--4 as large. To assemble
your bunnies, use the large bis-
cuit for the body, the second one
for the head and roll the third
one. into a ball.for the tail.
Flatten some of thesecond-size
biscuits slightly and shape them
into ovals for the ears. Place
the bunnies on a greased sheet,
Bake for about 195 minutes or until
done,

Paul Xander
Iarry L. McDaniel
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The New Test-ient 1s based
exclusively uponr: the possibil-
ity of o new order cbsolutely
beyonca hurnn thought; and
therefore, os o prerequisite
to that crder, tliere rust come
o crisis that denies 2ll hunan
thought.

— Barth




The Money GaLe

The Church Vocations Connit-
tee of the New England Synod
recently changed their financial
nld poliicy. Since benevolences
to the synod have been declining,
grants to students rust be tight-
ened. New Eiiglaid has now insti-
tuted the following policy: "FrorL
now orn 211 =2id will be in the
forr. of repcyable loaons (in the
past grants were concellcble after
five years' service to the ICA).
The terms of repcyrnent, however,
will be flexiule to accorodote
the virying conditions of post-
ordination (or post-griduatiorn)."
Interest is set at 6%, ond repay-
rent is at the rate of $25 per
ronth if begun six nonths after
graduation, or $50 per moenith if
repay. ent is deferred until one
yecr after groduction.

Ser inaricns are keenly awore
of noney arid finances, so it is
certair thot these new arrorige-
rents will provoke ruch corment
and criticisk. Yet there are
both advantages arid discdvantcges
to the new systern.

Or: the negcotive side, the
new lending procedure further
intensifies student debt. Many
enter seriuicry clready in debt
for their college educniica, only
to be burdened now with rore
debts that eventunlly hove to be
pcid off. 1fpon ordination o:d
tcking o ccoll, the new rinister
iust then pay off 1any educationcl
costs in additioinn to neetiug
Tresent living expenses. This
nlso offects the ordincnadrs
ckoice of church when seeking c
ccll. Basic scloary beccones on
even rore irportont iten, ond
the ordinona rust refroirn fron
sraller congregaivions which con-
not nay enough to nicet hisg in-
crecsed expelnses.

Yet there nore certain posi-
tive fentures in. erent in the riew
rrogrcorn. Tt seers likely thot
this prograr will help clleviate
the inegquity in the distribution
of funds. It was olways difficult
for the adiiunistrators to accur=

were "rnore needy" than others,

and the rroblenr was further en- '
hciiced by those students who
c.huused the privelege tiiror gh their
owl irproper budgeting. The equal
trectient fec.ture of tiiis nnew pro-
pos olinsures thet figancial cid
will only be given to those who
reclly need it, precisely bec:cuse
they core the oily ones vhc will
seelz it. Studeitts will now hcve
to frl.iy investigote other pos-
sible soureces of finoncing, using
synodic .1 funds os their lcst
Leosure.

Although thieg policy will
iLpose new hardsiiipe on o certoin
few students who cre truly in
Lrect filencicl need, it seers
that rLost students will not be
grectly hcrcpered. It rcy c~1l1 for
nore self-discipliiie cn the port
cf stuvde.its, but that is riot so
regrettable. The sclory and bene-
fits offerec to 10st 1:ew pastors
appecrs to, be rtorg "tligih fair, and
stoarting sclories ore usuclly
highh enough to warrcnt poylrents
cn educctionnl loois ond groats.

Mevertlelesc, certcoin deteoils
of tlie policy could stind inprove-
reirt. Periit.ps rore extended or
deferred repcyrei:t schedule would
be Lore bewrcble to tlhe new 1in-
ister. 1If the rerayient of synod-
ical gronts wwre deferred until
after the payrennt of cther loons,
this would help tlie pnstor in his
early rinistry gears when r.oney is
scorcer.

There cre indiccticns that
this pclicy will be ~dopted by
other s:nods. /s 1uiley becoLes
tights 1.. the church, self sus-
taining progrirs of this nature
will be iicrecsingly introduced.
This procedure will clso free
roney to be used in otlier 1inis-
tries of the church. The genercl
trei:d inn the direction: of tliis
type of 2id seers clean,.and basic--
nlly, the progrri seens to be
scund one.

-~
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Bob vonFrisch

c.tely deteriiiie just wiiich students |

e T ——




Fron: the Court

to the Stcdiurn

We're nurnber 2 Yes, fclks,
we're only nuirber 2, but wait
w;:til next year. The God squad
hed 2 fine secson in the gettys-
burg Corxunity Basketbnll lec.gue
with a 9-3 regular seascn rork.
The only three losses ccie ot
the hnnds of Charlie's Texas
Lunch, twice, ~nd westinglhcuse,
once. The opening round of the
plcayoffs core o Mouday, March
6th, with the Seri..nry being
pcired with the oboys frou the
Biglerville Bink ~id Choarlie's
Texc.s Lunch reeting westinghovse.
The. senirnory cnd P,x0s Jungh
were the victors of that round.

The finnls were held or.
March 9tk . ; ;I . the, censalation
gcl e, estinghruse defeated
Biglerville in a good contest.
Thd rncin event, however, didn't
provide ruch exciterent. Des-
pite o large fovoring crowd,
the Seriicrions couvldn't over-
cul e o strong Texas Iwiich tecr.

The crowd wcs on their feet
severcl tirnes when the Serin-
aricns tcecok the early leacd ond
ot cne pcint were up by five
points with norentur: cn their
side. But their drecrs were
shoittered whenr the well-Lecscned
sqund froi. the loc~l greasy
spocn car back strongly. They
renc.ged to build up o lend of
over 30 peints before the galre
crie to its end. T4 was one of
the few tires T fourid ryself
wisking for the eschatoun, sc¢ that
we could scy we never finished,
but woit till next year.

Softbnll season ope:i's on
ADPril 11lth. This jear we have
five tears entered and ec.ch
teclr will play six goxres. The
site of =ction will be Schrucker
gtediunm until we can’ find =
plcce big encvgh to centain o
certain senior's 1long drives
to the outfield. Anyone wislhing
to unpire the gnies cre aosked
to contoct Bob Mmcgllroy or
Dick wckert. As usual, it is

tough to find screone for this
task, so 2ll hornds will be cppre-
cicted. (Here's, o tip: wetch
Tecr C. They'll gc for, prob--
cbly chasirnig down the bc.lls that
they've rissed).

JI. closiig T wculd Just like
to osk o qQuesticn. wWhen are they
going to stop fooling cround and
let UCLA plry in the NBA rloy-
offs?

Friornk Terhune
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ASSUr.n:Cce

There cre tliree woys theot T
Loy know tiet T have eterncl
life: objectively, because
God's Word scys it; subjectiwe-
ly, beccuse of the witness of
the Spirit within; ond exper-
irentnlly, becouse little by
lit.le aos tire gces on T ¢on
see the experirentol working
of Ged 4n &y Lidfe. s I-t, is,&
slower process tlion T wculd
like, but it is & prccess.
Tlierefcre I con scy: "I laiow."

Billy Grahon



