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MISSION IN SOCIAL CONTEXT
-=Beth Huniler

It scunded like a test of true dedication to learning: "Will you
give up vne day of your interminable twu-day Eaxster vacation to partici-
pate in a seminar on nissions?" Or maybe it was a question of relative
priorities: "Hdow would jou like to trade one day of vacation to get
out of Lnce day of classes?"

This kind of soul-scarching wasn't necessary for vur twenty-five
Gernan visitors, wiu were all included in the seminar whether or not
they nceded a rest after thelr visit with the Amish and Mennonites the
weekend before. But it may have helped deteraine the twenty-five
Ancrican students in the conference. Thce U.S. participants included
fifteen students frum Gettysburg, five Ifron Philadelpinia and five fron
Consortium schools other than Gettysburg.

The sceminar was planned by Mre. Ridennour and Mr. Gobbel of the
seminary faculty along with chairperson Ruth Wick of the LCA's Division
for Missioun in North America. They planncd a broad spectru: of pres-
entations tw give the participants an overview of concepts of mission in
different socicil contexts--whether German, Amncrican, African, our Cliinese.

The basic qQuestiuns asked were, "What 1s going on culturally and
socially in different parts of the worldfZ" and "What is the church's
rol¢ in these develupneats?" Dr., Elizabeth Bettenhausen, Dr. Eugene
Stockwell and Bishop E.E. Mshana all provided differcnt viewpouints.

All threc specakers raiscd questiocas about the role of the church.
To probe these questions further, participants separatced into snall
discussiun groups. There the dissimilar viewpolnts of Gernaans and
Anicricans and even 0f Gettysburg and Philadelphia students were brought
Suts

The final combined scession on Tucsday afternovon was o pancl dis-
cussion in which Girman and Amcrican studcents discusscd mission. The
oguestiaon-and-gaswer period produced the livelicst arguncent of the scn-
1nar, tho .Church's relationsiip and rusponsibility to the political
and social rcalities of the surrouading culturc.

But we did not ¢nd with controversy. As we had worsiipped together
at tae oveginning and niddle of thce scminar, su we gathercd at its cad
fuor a chapel scrvice. The representatives of differcint continents
jcéinced voices, singing in two languages the hynn we know as "Praisc to

he Lord, the Almighty,' spceaking i1n two languages the Lord's Prayecr.

(cont. on pagc 2)
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It was a strong confessicn oi the diversity and unity of the whole
conference. Although we dirferced in ¢xpression as well as in perceptiun
of mission, we did end toguether. We cver all said "Amea" at the sane
times
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ReéTlectivns from "The Other Half"
--Cathy Bentley Digges

Beconming a part of the seninary comnunity posés nmany problceiis for
woncn narried tu students here., On arrival in Gettysburg, onc finds
nany thingschanged--noving away from family and fricends, lcaving o jub,
living in an apartment that's rniuch smaller than what once is uscd te.
Suddenly, the woman has to cope with being the unéirplyed breadwinner in
a town where jubs are scarce and ninimal. any couples are narried
shortly buefore moving to Gettysburg and face the added challenge of
cstablishing their relationship during this period of transition.

In addition tu changes in the ph¥sical surroundings and to role-
reversals, puints of conflict mey arise uver field education, CPE, or
¢ven with regard to Lutheranism. The wonan nay fecl sume covert ox-
pectations to @u to the field ed church and participate in ¢vents there.
In other cases, the ficld ed church may be an hour or twu away and/or
theseminarian may ne¢ed tu be gone frum 6 ¢r 7am until 10 or 1llpm. Soune
uncertainties nay also devilop in conjuaction with CPE, and later, in-
ternship. Tirst there is the anxiety over getting into a good progran,
then the incevitable worrices about housing during CPE and at the sceminary
the following year. Anothcer point worth considering is that not all
women who are married to scnilinarians are Lutheéran or ¢ven active church-
goers. In such a situwation, the wonan may have te work against the
luplicit ¢xpeéctatinns of her husband in ovrder to come to terms with aor
own faith and chtice ‘0f religions.

It's ot cnough, though, to just rcpeat the list of grievances--
perhaps there is sonething that cuch of us can de to help make the
transitinn to sceninary life more pleasant. In discussions with other
nenbers of the comnunity I have heard thesce suggestions nmade.

Since the first obstacle wiiich must be overcome 1s findiag a job,
perhaps thé seminary cuuld provide some assistance along thuse lings.,

It helps greatly when the seminary can hire the wonen directly. Another
pusSsibility would be to e¢xpand the amovunt of contact with local cuploycers
and to establish a job-powl of local businesses and agencics.

Several pecple have alsy suggested that it would be béneficial  £9 have
nore information in advancce about field' ed and CPE. Of course, both

are explained briefly in the catealoguc, but suvmechow onc doesn't get

the impression that field ed will take all of Sunday and maybe even a
weeknight as well or tliat CPE may nccessitate tihe woman leaving her job
(if she managed tou get cne!) in order to spend the sunuer with her hus-
band.

(cont. .on page 3)
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X The Other i.alf, cont. fro@ page 2)

This is only a ¥ery brigf idea of what 'thanges could b¢ made herc,
Each "sc¢ainary wife" (which lS, in itself, not the mwstroumplimentary
f terns) probably has her cwn suggestions four changes that could be
radc-unless opinions are voiced and changes madey things will® remain
unchanged.
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age 4 M
Seniir Coll Process Eee
--Ralph Snith

Sopehovw tue years of work and prup ration take On new olgnlflcan
when viewed from the perspective of iuprending graduation. The sifple
truth that,K these means do have an . eand is Iur the first time an incscap-
able foct.” ‘Sg with'a peelliar mixture of relief, cuafidéncé,.and
apprehension Seniors lock to new beginiings. Ca2ll znd ordination are
nv lounger subjects of theological reflection; they are the focus of
identity and reality.

But the fin2l stages of the prucess are nut without problens. Many
seniyrs have cxperienced first-hiend the troublesone pulitics cf the
Church's syncdical structure. Tac rosy picture painted by tac North-
castern U.S. Syn.d Présidents in a January uectlag with scniors in
Philadelphia and in individual c.nversAtlons full of stury <and prounise
was found to contain o few shades of gray.

The Excmining Prucess was the first sign. Though the examinatien
prucgdurcs vary coinsiderably in differcat Synuds, a general dissotis-
factiun with tﬂb systen prevzils aniong senicrs. Some comaittces did

noct do their work of preparation by reading senicr LCA ¢xams our by
faniiliarizing therselves with the studunts' backgrounds. Others asked
narrovly conceilved and designed questions in interviews which sceried
rnore like an interroge aon four treason than a discussion of readiness
for ministryvy. Still others asked nothing ot all of couascquence, neither
challenging nor encouraging scind.ors in thelr new begianings. A Tew,

of cuurse, did their Jjob well, tokiang thelir task scriously and sharing
peningly and hounestly their concerns with students. But the work of
these few nakes one wonder aboutc the rast.

With the exanination completed the real work began. Having choscn
Synuds 35 preferciace lor first calls scniors began the task of nmeeting
individually with Synod Presidents tu discuss specific wpenings. Then
the lung prucess of develuping meetings with a church Call Connittee

sucd.. TO date, nearly =11 seni.rs .arc or have been actively ecngaged
in the call' prucess witih a congregatin. A few have settled their call
but the najsrity will nct reach the stage of an ¢fficicl congregation
vote »nefoure late April-early Moy, =nd for sooe nuch beyend that. But
at least the numbers ire cnc.uraging this year in that sufficient open-
ings dov cxist in the LCA to plAcc 211 graduating seaiovrs although it
a2y net be in a first chuoice Syn.d.

ilcre agodin, huwever, students have been haspered Dy the varicty of
(scnetines c)nfllctlnv) rulus at work in dlqurudt SJJJdS ani oYy the
strictures ploced on them. Nu one denies that we have cume 2 long way
since tiic not tu. distant past wien senicrs had ns choice about where
they were going for a first eall. But it seoms elsar that the move o
allouw mwre puarticipation and cheicce has been su cncunbered with regu-
lations and "safeguards". that thie ¢cnt result has veen less than satis-
factory. And sunic Synud Presidents have added to the confusion by
their conde ﬂondlng attitude toward seulicr seniinarians trouvled by the
prospects of o first call.' Iliidced, at cast 'wne Pregsicdent is not
actively c¢ngaged in the préccedire .t AlL; the yTesphnusibility is delegated
to 2o depluyed stafi. :

Perkaps it ‘is time-tace again fgr the LCA SwIHISE y~semipnaries, and
congregations to review the prucedures and guidelines furn the Exaninas

(cont. on page &£¢
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Pion Coanittee to tae Congpééatign:l votey “First call %nd, drdinntidn
are vne of life's dififficult passages for those who choasce the route. A
bit mure seriousness-and humeanitdy in €the process night. result in a
strenger ordained mimistry arnd ciurch.
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Buolr Review

-=Mcredith Schwartz

Nathing bad can be said zbout George Boch's and Pocter Wydoen's buok
The¢ Intimete Eneny: How to Fizhit Fair in Love and Marrioeg, Well, al-
Liost nothing. ouffice it to Say that this bouk hits you smack in the
face but witir a subtleness that doesn't lcave you flat on thc fl.or.

As the title implics, it is indeed 2 handbock--"Biblce" if you will--
on getbhing: al ong and Weéing  maPriedy*wd things net“necessarily dianctri-
cally oppused. It's a long buuvke-375 pages--vbut 1s filled wita useful,
practical zndunderstandible methuds of dealing with aggression, <r the
lack thereofi. Examples of "typiccl" fights a2re presgnted and cnalyzed.
(You'll e surprised how typicsl fighits can be!) There's o chapter wun
the languoge wf love, delviag iate the wiays we lhide ocur feeliangs from
cach othier, being afraid of cunssrshilp wr repressivil.

The Intisicté Encry is' a deifinite readiag-for-anyone eveén the slight-
est o1t interested in o scli-help warrizge. Its well-titles chaptors
pruvide casv refercnce fur & guicik review oa once-read naterial. As
it .says.on the back evvery (this 'may be¢) the myst iapertant (book) “in
your life!"
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00t of the Mouths of DBabes

S13211 «h3ld (cbservifg <hop«l ik progress while lusking’ thropph the
nartiex doirs) "We can't 94 in therce--churcn is guirngreal™
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5-Ba2ll FPinale (Finally)

-=Jun d._1lner

The seminary vasketball tournanent will cnd April 15 witha the
championship gane between Teans A and E. In tuesdiy's game Teun E
stomped Tewnn A S0-46. Since this was Tean A's first luss of the t urna-
ment it was necessary tu have another goste dbetween the two teanms to
decide the champiovnsiiip. I& yuu thrive .n competition and proessuic
situations coume cut aind sce the gane. (Combat helmets will be distribu-
ted at the door.)

It's beun a0 great scason for all viwe participated. Thanks to all
who Wwere 2 part of it. - A fow Pooutnotes to this season: Ralph Buyor
vas draefted by. thie.Baltinmore Bullets.” Hdc has decided to accept a posi-
tion withh the tean provided thwey allow hin to preach at hialf-time at all
hone ganes.  Meauwhile, Mike Ralaney was drafted by the Philadelphia

(cont. on page ."ylf)
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Flyers of the National Hockey Loague. Mikesy however, itos declined 48

pesition saying that *houckey isn't really a paysical cacuga sovert for
ne." We cxpect pim back forvnpxtyear's ovasketball seasun. A nullelit
»f silence for ovne wio will not be back next year...our connissioner,
Rich "Bowie" Schicu. It'll be tough filling 2is shoes (after 211, they're
size 14). Rich has accepted 2 pusition as basketball comiissiouncr £Cr
the Gettysburg Paric Board. We're sure ne will use his sitills as well

for them as he did for the Seninary tean. (tee bad for them.) (Just

kidding, Rich!)...It's been"a fun year. We can't wait till next year....
(Addenduni:  On April 15, Tceam A won, 50-45,)
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ADIAPHORA
Mun., April 18 Student Assuce. Meceting, Valentine 206, 2:00pn
Student Faculty Relations, President's Office, 3:30pm
Wed., April 20 Film: "Challenge in the Classrgod," Stahley Hally,

Rm. 11, Z+350pm
April 21-25 Black Arts Festival, College Unicn

Thars. ysApril 21 Pick Greguwry., satirist andthunorist, College,Unioun
Ballroom, 8:00pna

Fris s dpnnl 422 Lecture: Culture in the Contecuiperary Arab World,
Kam2l Boulattza, Palestininian pwet and artist,
Csllcge Uniun, Rm. 231, 4:00pm

Sat., April 23 rrocduction: "Jesus Christ Superstar," State Corrcc-
tional Institutc, Camp Hill, ‘7:30pm (Tickeys are $2.00
per person (and@may be purchased from Jin or Meredith
Schartz by April 18

Sun., April 24 Planetarium Show: "Eclipse of thce Sun and Moon,"
Masters Hall, 2:30 and 4:00pm

April 25-29 Preregistration for Fall Scmister

Wed., April 29 Film: "Shoout the Piaaow Player," (Freacih), Bowen
Auditoriun, 7:30pnu
Lecture: "Educating thé Parish fue Liturgy," Rev.

David Gluasun, Valentine Lounge, 7:30pn

Sakly. WHLRLL" S0 Band Concert, College Union, 8:3%0pm

May 3%-4 Scminary Cunvocation with lectures Ly Williazwm B.
Oglesby and ““ishup Jamcs Armstrong
Production: "dohn Gabriel Bourkman", Chancel Players,

205 Valentine Hall
Moy 11 Seninary Auxiliary Doy

May 13 Graduation
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Estatc Planning Revicw
--Wayane Moritz

On the covening of April 13, the Student Lecture Committee

sponsored an informative seminar on "Estatc Planning." The participants
included: Mr. Jamnes Tipton, Gettysourg Seninary, Mr. John Phillips,
Gettysburg, Gettysburg attoracy, Mr. Carl Moycr, Developmeat Dircector

2f Susquchanna University, Mr. Harald Aaderson of Lutheran Social Ser-
vices--Souti Region, Mr. Richard Walker, Developrient Directour oI Gettys-
burg College.

Special c¢mphasis was given to thie pastir's roule in advising non-
bers of his congregaticn on the formation of wills, Otazsr topics inclu-
ded the neced for a will, the pruper procedures of drawing onc up, aaid
the complecations of inheritance .~ if nu will e¢xiscts., Lilkewise, the
nost useful and apprepriate types of vequest gifts were oxplorced.
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Basc¢ball
-=Kcn Ettinger

It's that sbcautiful tiue f year and that ncans BASEBALL SIEASON
s about to begial! Many have alrcady signed up for a pusition r a
am, cut for thiosc who haven't, it's not tag lete! Simply contact
ve Krieder or Ken Ettiagoer or just conc to the first schieduled goame

be held Thursday afccrnoon, “April 21 at 3:30pme. The pascball field

s lccated dehind the tennis courts. Aancuncernients regarding arrange-
nent of teams and positions will be posted on tac bDulletin hoard in
Valentiace Hall by Tucesday, April 19.
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NEXT ISSHE--MAY &

Jon ilolm.r on bhaschall
Cathy Digges on "The Other Half"
fathlecen Rystad on MAR calls,
Plus an intcerview with vur new student body president!
TT staff--Licvicw .¢ "John Gavricl Borkman,.

That's 2all foglks...sce you next tine!






