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OUR LUTHERAM FAIILY
by Jo Serratell:

lelcome back to all our Seminary Family, and a special greetin¢ to all who are new
to our family this sermester. I would also like to extend a special welcome to Dr. G.
Everett Arden who is teaching two courses at LTSG this semester on Lutheranism. Or.
Arden is emeritus nrofessor of Church History &t The Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicaoo.

Mot down to business. I did find some statistics on the number of women in i .0iv.
nroarams in LCA seminaries, as I had promised. The combined enrollment of women is 194.
This represents 17% of all liaster of Divinity students in LCA seminaries. [ also found
that there are presently 57 women who are now ordained in the LCA. Throughout the world
across all branches of our Lutheran Family,there are 573 orcdained women. These pastors
reside mostly in Sweden, Morway, 0Nenmark and Germany.

I thouaht it micht be interesting, in light of this scant number of ordained women,
to check out just how many Lutherans there are in the world. The number published by the
Lutheran World Federaticn is 70.4 million. That is all people who declare themselves
Lutheran under any branch. I guess it qoes without saying that they are men and woimen.
But, to be fair, women have only had a chance at ordination since 1970. Ye'11 catch up.

The last word, you'll remember, on the new Lutheran Book of Worship was, of course,
that LCI'S would not participate in its use. You have probably heard that LCHS is working
now on their own new service book. The Aucsburg Publishing !louse, who will publish the
LB, has requested that LCiiS not use the title Lutheran fook of ”orsh10 in any form as
the title of thei~ new book. The Concordia Publishing House will be working with the
Missouri Synod in the plannina of its new service book. LCHNS will have the right to use
any of the cony-righted material orepared by ILCY, as [lissouri is a co-copy-right holder
in the material. LCi'S had been part of ILCW that nlanned the Lutheran Book of lorship.
Missouri's Concordia Publ1sh1ng House will not be listed as a publisher of the LB!I.

It Tooks like it is not just American Lutherans who are dlsp1eased with their
family's behavior, nor is it just the "little people" who often react. Ernst Kasemann
has resigned (you all know Ernst, don't you?) from the Evangelical Lutehran Church in
lurtembera, Germany. It would aponear that this was a protest reaction after that denom-
ination cut off funds from the student conqregation at the University of Tubingen.
(Luth2ran Standard, Feb. 7th) Kasemann is thinking about becomina a iiethodist.

D1d anyone notice, back in December, that the letter "0" had fallen off the sign
identifying LTSG on Highway 30? The remaining leeters made for very interesting reading
The logical Seminary Perhaps this was a "s1gn of a different nature. I wonder if that
had any effect on our "Brother jiartin" who is sitting on his cement pedestal a few hun-
dred feet away. He seems to be bleedina an excessive amount of green these days.

Could that also be a "sign"?




AAISSOURI'S HYif! CRITICIS!Y - ANOTHEPR
PERSPECTIVE by Mark Radecke

In the Dec. 12, 1977 issue of Table
Talk, Jo Serratelli reported on the deci-
sion of the LCi'S's so-called "Blue Ribbon"
Committee to challenge several of the
hymns proposed for inclusion in the new
Lutheran Book of 'lorship. iluch of what
she says is true: 1f we look too closely
at their theological content, we could
indeed eliminate quite a few hymns - or at
least stanzas of hymns - from the SRH and
TLH her criticism of "Away in a flanger,"
(that it compromises the humanity of
Christ) is, I think, well taken. To
these, one miaht add that "Missouri is
apparentlv once aqain oretendinn that its
political and theoloaical apprehensions
are wholly theoloqgical and not at all
nolitical.

But I, for one, aporeciate the fact
that there are Lutherans who take the
theolooy of hymns seriously enounh to ex-
amine them carefully before consentinq to
their popular use. '!ere we to do the
same, perhans we too might find that stan-
za 2 of "Amazine Grace" - a hymn whose
"Lutheran Nrthodoxy" is praised by iis.
Serratelli's article - is indeed objec-
tionable on 2 counts.

That stanza qoes like this:

"'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And nrace my fears relieved.

How precious did that qrace anpear

The hour I first believed®"

Line 1 is a classic illustration of
how not "riohtly to divide law and qospel."
That God's accusing, crushing, convicting
word of 1aw is not a function of God's
grace is central, I think, to the Lutheran
understandina of thw whole and mutual ex-
clusivity of law and gospel. As lerner
tlert asserts, "The idea that Cod speaks
only grace to man is a fundamental error.
lith the statement that God speaks only
arace,_the divine law is rendered impo-
tent."] The sentiment of line 1 is far
more akin to the Calvinistic notion, "The
very fact that God speaks to us, that,
under a}l circumstances, is, in itself,
arace."

I find 1line 4 objectionable on both
theological and nastoral arounds. Theo-
looically, I would arque that pointing to
a "first hour of belief" reinforces a
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a sloopy, born-again, instant conversionist
theology is a 1a "The 700 Club." Surely not
all the Lutherans who would sing the hymn
(at least not this one) could point to the
hour they “first believed," nor would we
want (and here's the pastoral objection) to
suagest that they ought to be able to point
to such a moment. Qur people have a hard
enough time maintaining that one not neces-
sarily experience a "heartwarming feeling"
in order to he a true believer without their
hymnal possibly reinforcing the contrary
notion by the inclusion of this stan:za.

iwow, in spite of the above, some might
want to argue for the inclusion of this
nonular American Protestant hymn for ecumen-
ical reasons which, for them, override most
other considerations. In that event, we
ought at least to be aware of the compromise
being made. As you might have surmised by
now, I am somewhat reluctant to make such
a compromise.

But should the hymn be included in the
LBH anywav - as it in all probability will -
that self-same American Protestantism does
provide us with an out: "ily Christian
brothers and sisters, our next hymn will be
Amazin' Grace, and ve'll be singin' stanzas
1, 3, and 4!"

]Elert, Herner, Law & Gospel, Fortress,

Philadelphia, 1967, pp. 5f.

zBarth, Karl, Community, State & Church:
3 Essays, Doubleday, .Y., T9G0, p. 72.

ATHLETIC HNEUS

There is a ping-pong tournament in pro-
aress, both singles and doubles.

The Baskethall tournament will start
soon (Feb. 20). If anyone wants to Play and
didn't sign up on a team earlier, can see
fartin Nale about it.

i“artin Nale
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The editors must apoligize for not getting this article into tihe December Table
Talk but due to finals and other pit-falls of the season communication between the two
editors sometimes broke down. _

However, do to the nature of Dr. Phelraditch we are goina ahead and publishing it
in February's T.T. in spite of the seasonal title.

DOCTOR PHELRADITCH PRESENTS A DOCTOR PHELRADITCH PRESENTATION:
A DOCTOR PHELRADITCH CHRISTiiAS PLAY I OHE ACT ENTITLED:

“A CHRISTI'AS PLAY"
by Doctor Phelraditch

DRAIMATIS PERSOIIAE
Mick - a virile youth
Bordonzo - rich merchant from the port of Oslo
Uncle Hillfred - his uncle (friend of Dominic)
Professor Smyrne - noted philatelist
[Professor Smyrne as a youth]
Hugh Beaumont - the huntsman, recently deceased
‘ Elvira Smyre - the Professor's wife and local gossip

Fifi - the housekeeper
[Fifi as an old woman]
Lucinda du Lake - a fair virgin
Little Chuck - the crippled boy - deaf & Dumb
Smacky - his lovable dog - also deaf & dumb
| Theodore. Bouvier Remington IV - rival to Hick
Rosalita - the barmain
Pietro - the starving artist
ilama Dorsey - the jolly cook
Ivar Smythe - ruthless TV repariman and lacky of Basil Bartho!omew
Bjord MNjttogen - the cardener
Duke Street - local nobility
Basil Bartholemew - owner of the hotel and mayoral aspirant
Tony - the cabby
Donelda - Tony's absent-minded wife
Father Christmas - as himself
and Jerry Hathers as the Beaver

ACT I, SCENE I

The Scene: Christmas Eve. A Baronial mansion: the Claireborne's living room. Snow

is falling [outside].Through the large picture window we see Tony's wife Donelda throwing

the remains of Christmas dinner from the window of her third floor walk-up. Below, on the
corner, Little Chuck and Smacky are engaged in sellina newspapers to Petro, hoping to raise

enough money to purchase presents for the little match girl. A cab approaches witih Tony

at the wheel. The door opens and iHick gets out. He walks toward the mansion; he is coming

to vee the fair Lucinda.

leanwhile, Theodore Bouvier Remington IV, ilick's rival for the hand of fair Lucinda,
is approachinag the Claireborne's from the opposite direction. He stops momentarily to

polish the silver head of his walking stick on the cap of Bjord Njttogen, who is lying in

the gutter in a drunken stupor and bleeding slightly from a small stab wound. Just down

the street, Rosalita and Hugh Beaumont can be seen entering the Fairview Hotal. Basil and

Duke Street are just ahead of them, yet out of earshot, carrying on a heated discussion.
Ivar, meanwhile, has intercepted Bordonzo on the way to the mansion, and passed him a
small manila envelope.
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"A CHRISTHAS PLAY" COMT.

Inside, Uncle Yillfred hides a smoking pistol under Prof. Smyrne's chair. The good
Professor does not take notice because he is occuppied with thoughts of his former lover
FIFI who is now (unbeknownist to the good professor) the Claireborne's housekeeper and is
presently (as an old woman) standing beside him dusting a picture of the Professor as a
youth. Elvira Smyrne appears to be reading quietly in tne corner but she is realy eaves-
dropping on Lucinda, who is carrying on a hushed telephone conversation. From the kit-
chen we hear the familiar sounds of iiama Dorsey busily at work prenaring the Christmas
dinner. A1l anxiously await the arrival of Father Christmas.

[Enter Takio, runninc out of breath]
Takio: Ah, . . . Godzilla!

[A11 exeunt stage left and right, with the exception of Little Chuck,who having lost his
crutch in the confusion, struagles vainly to crawl to safety.]
-Curtain Falls-

-FIN-

REPORT FROI1 THE SCCIAL COIK{ITTEE
by Thom Thomlinson

Here is a list of the events which your social committee sponsored last semester.

It beganwith the Annual Picnic which involved over 130 peopie aathered together in good
fellowship for the first time (as 1st year students) or after C.P.E. or Internship.
During the semester there were several successful "Keg Klub" get-togethers held in Heiaes
Hall community room and one outside by the fountain. Halloween (or Reformation Day) was
celebrated with a well attended square dance in the Refectory . [50 students, spouses,
and friends came out to share in the fun.]

Christmas brought a cookie and hot-chocolate carolina event. During the January
blizzard, the parking lot clearing gang got together with some "munchies" to break the
boredom of being snow-bound.

This spring semester your money will go towards the refreshments at-Jubilate.
viarch 3rd (requested by popular demand) you will have a chance to attend another square-
dance celebrating "St. Patrick's Day two weeks early". Hopefully, this time the faculty
and staff will join us. The 25¢ admission price of last semester will be waived this
time to encourage all to attend and aid those who musti hire a baby-sitter for 3 hours.

So mark your calendars vith a big green shamrock on Friday, flarch 3rd, from 8 to 11.
Door prizes and party favors will be given away. (Don't forget the color green is the
attire for this evening . . . but above all else make sure you wear soft soled shoes or
plan on dancina a your socken feet--lirs. Hess does not want a marked-up floor and if we
had to clean it we wouldn't either!) Refreshments will be served. Following this event
Anril hopes to bring a repeat performance of a successful dinner-theatre-nite that 50
people shared April 1977 at Oreqon Ridge in Cockeysville, iiD. Last year's incredible
fare included a smorgasboard of shrimp salad, lobster newburg, vegetables, sundae des-
serts, all the soda and set-ups a person needed and a light-hearted comedy play topping
the evening. (No wonder we want to o it again!) Plans to return there are in the ini-
tial stages, but hopefully the cost can be kept around six dollars per person (which isn't
bad considering this includes the feast, gratuities, a corsage for one of you, and a token
to remember the evening by.) Sounds good!

CONTINUED OR THE BOTTOIi OF PAGE 5 .
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0.5 THESES
0! THE PARYLOHIAN CAPTIVITY OF THE GCSPEL
AT GETTYSBURG STUILUARY

The true treasure of the church is the rmost holy Gosnel of the alory and the
arace of fod (Luther).

Thosc who are called to nreach stand uncer obligation and conscience to make
certain that the Gospel is preached nurely accordinaq to the !'lord of (od re-
vealad in Scrinture, internreted by cstablished hermeneutical nrocedures, and
distincuished in terms of Law and Cosnel. {Anathema on those who preach a
Gosvel which is contrary to this Cospel ve have received (Gal. 1.3).

It follos, therefore, that a sermon cannot be an excaciical study concducted
from the pulpit. Proper billical exenesis, tiiouqh indisnensible iiv sermon nre-
naration. does not in itself constitute a sermon.

It follows, also, that a sermon is not a bible study vith occasional "annlica-
tions" made to today's life.

It follows, also, that sermons are not gatrerinas in waich Christians share
their "sniritual" exnariences.

Grandiloauent lancuace and delivery will never substitute for . e pure ‘‘ord of
Godt.

In recent vears and esnecially in these jatter days, tha nreaching of the Gosnel
has fallen cantive to the errors listed above. This tendency with few excep-
tions, has reached such nronortions that "a famine for the ‘lord of the Lord
(Mnos §.11)" not casts its shadowt over us.

The unuritten Lut commonly-held nrejudice that student homilies in chanel are
inferior in quality to the scrmons of pirofessors in chanel is a pious illusion,
for “311 have sinned and fallen short of the alory of Cod (Rom. 3.22)" - and
the nreachinn of thz fosnel.

This disputation is not uritten in a spirit of ancer, vindictiveness, or self-
nride. It is not writter out of a snpirit of cynicism or daspair, thouah recent
serrons have not heloed matters any. It is written inthe hope that chaoel
preachers 1ill examine themselves and cormit themselves to future excellence

in preachinc, so that "lle who tecan a cood work in us will brinn it to comple-
tien at the day of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1.¢&)."

Thesis 2.5. "Test the snirits, to see whether they are of Cod" - I John 4.1. Ecclesia

Semner Reformanda Est.

by Daniel V. Biles
l5 Feb. 1378

SCCIAL COCMITTER REPORT COLT.

Tlay brinas many aood thinecs bhesices.call cormitiees, C.P.E., and Internshins. Such
as a arand finale of a picnic sponsored by you and the Athletic Cormittee. So when tiiis
snow stons you can set a date.

Cf course, those "Keaqgers" will be interspursad here and there when thev are wanted
(and needed)!!

So this is basicallv what we have done with this social year at the seminary. Come
join us in the activites . . {t's your monev and I believe we've done a good job so far.
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HOQUSI''G¢ SURVEY: SIIGLE STUDENTS

There were nineteen resnonses to the housina survey for sinale stucdents. Of those,
thirteen had rcceived their housino choice this year. As might b2 expected from that
statistic, most nave favorable answers to the question, "How well does the current hous-
ino orocedures match un students with their choice of housina?” (Very well: 5- well: 6;
Adequately:7; Inadeouately: 1 Co they try?: 7)

In snite of their nositive evaluation of the current syster, most respondents (16)
thouoht that sinale students should he aiven the ontion to live off-camnpus or in apart-
rents. Two said that the current syster: discriminates acainst sinale students, and one
mentioned that many students arov accustomed to livina in aoartments before they come here
and find it difficult to adjust to dorm life. OJf the three who thouagnt that sinnle stu-
dents should be required to live in domitories, two mentioned the importance of the com-
munity.

Interestinaly, altiounh most students wanted the freedom to choose to live off-campus,
most (12) still would live in dorms irere the off-campus ontion available. A1l who an-
swered the survey found the nrice of rent very reasonable (14) or reasonable ().

The cuestion, "Should dormitory residents be required to live in the refectory?"
drew 1% "lo" resoonses and a host of heated corrents. This question was included in the
survey in crder to deterwminevmether single students' comnlaints about their livine situa-
tion were riirected primarily to the housina itself or to th~ dorm-refectory combination.
The resnonse indicated that the latter is nrobably the case. Still, most found the total
nrice of room anc board either very reasonable (0{ or reasonable (4).

flost thounht thiat when there is not sufficient corm snace for single students. alter-
nate housinn should be offered on the basis of seniority (13) and/or aqe of students (5).
Twvo thourht it should be determined by chance, one by date of recuest. One respondent
said that livine off-campus should aliavs be an ontion.

Therz vere a number of final sucnestions, of which several vare not realied to any
other auestion in the survey. 0One student suagested makinn housing abailable during the
summer, "especially at close of semester before CPE beqgins and followinag CPE before fall
henins.” Another student reouested restricting some housina to non-smokers, esnecially
those allercic to smoke. And there were three comments about the parkinn situation (2
neaative, one nositive).

Several students mentioned that they understood the seminary's difficulty in ceming
un with an alternative to the current system. 0n the whcle, while those vho answered the
survey vished for rore freedem of choice, they indicated that until a better system can
ba worked out they are willinn to live with the nresent one.

“ACNAME - Sue Solan will demonstrate knittina techniques and let us create our own c¢esigns.
This meetina il be held 'ednesday, February 22nd at 7-30 p.m. in the Heines
Hall Lounge. If you wish to join us, al! Joan !tillse at 334-6529 after 5:30 p.nm.

SPRING PLAMT EXCHA!GE - Start cuttinas from vour olants now to share with others. Trade
in cuttinos for new plants. Oetails later.  Joan 'lillse

A SPECTIAL THRANS to "fllacky" and Billy for the excellent jot of clearinag the parking lots
after the blizzards. They waited while we shovelled our cars out and put in
a lot of extra time.
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FERRUARY
by Mark Swanson

T. S. Eliot once made the claim that Anril is the cruelist month, but I think that
this insane statement merely ncints up two facts: (i) Eliot never livea in Gettysbura,
(ii) he wias never a theoloaical student. It becomes very clear to me that Februar
should win the honors, as I sit and observe clean snow turned into filthy sTush &ng ny
brain turned into rasoberry jello.

Nne of the evidences of this second nhenorenon is that, tthile attampting to churn
out a few metrical lines feor this literarv nublication, everythina I wrote seemed to have
a sonse of being "nre-owned", as theyv say of used ilercedes automobiles. Unfortunately,

I hive been unable to do better. [ bea your Christian patience.

Lines Inspired by January Greek

I think that I shall never see

A verb as lovely as ewuft,

A verb whose principle parts are stressad
In Nlass and Debrunner, and the rest.

[ thrill to the loveliness - on my! -
0f ruepae and €oouar!

e all krow 8tre, sein, to be,

fut only God cculd make ewuf.

Life in Valentine Hall

Plov, blow, thou winter wind,
Thou are not so unkind
As our steam radiators
Mocturnal bangs and taps
Remind of dviarves, nernaps
Or Roman nladiators.

Heigh-ho, sina heiah-ho, unto the areen holly:
"ost rooms now are steambaths, most nlumting mere follvy:
The Heich-ho! the hollv!
This dorm is most jolly.

The Intern Scramble

It is an ancient clerayman,

And he stonneth one of three

'By they lena arey beard and nlittering eye,
wovy vmerefore stoon'st thou me?

'The refectorv dcors are onened wide,
they've slain the fatted calf;

'y bill is paia, the fesst is laid:
iay'st hear Joe Tursi's lauah.

He holds him witih a skirnny hand,

'There is a church." quoth he.

‘I'old off! unhand ne, crey-beard loon!'
Eftsoons his hand dronned he.
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FERDUARY CONT.

He holds him with his alitteri:in eye -
The middler he stooad still,
And listens like a three year's child:
The clergyman hath his will.

(There are 138 more stanzas of this one, but that should be ernough to aive vou the flavor.)
Do you hear vhat I was sneaking of - the intimaticn in these lines of a former exis-

tence, of another life? Perhans the problem is that all the [luscs available in February
are "nre-owmed." e shall see. March is less than two weeks away.

A member of the junior class sutmitted this ad to Table TAlk.

ZHTETAL: AIAAZKOAUZ

keA6 Miovos  \Intentx ¥ILo6mei«
Opes epyxo{os: 8%m - 3mm
TnAeYwvno=1e 334-9096

translation:
anted: teacher
ffood Pav - benefits
hours 3am - 3 pm
Call 334-3096G
Sonething may have been lost in the tynine of this ad --- ny apologies as I am not
a Greek scholar ( nor will I ever be!).----the editor who is doina tie tynina.

PDAI'S COUNTY CRRFT FESTIVAL
narch Tu-17, 1273

The festival is coordinated by the fiettysbura Handcrafters and the Adans County
ﬁor;cultural and ‘lome Economics Extension Service and thc Adams County Arts and Crafts
Juild,

SCHUDULE OF CYERTS
iarch 6 & 7 - Entry Davws for Juried Craft Show and Exhibit
ilarch 10- Juried Craft Show Beains ((nens 12 nocn at the EGettysbure iational Bank
York Street. 5-3 o.m.

.;arch 10-17- Juried Craft Show and Craft Exhibit--Jduried Craft Show at the Gettysburg

taticnal Bank. Craft Exhibit at the Adams Ceounty Library.

narch 12- Studio Tour---1n:29 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Craftsmen will be deronstrating and sel-

lino in their stucios

CATEGOAIES:
T. Clay 2. Manipulated Fibers-wveavinn, macrare, rua hooking, etc.
3. Printed and Batik Fabrics 4. Creative Stitchery 5..letal--Including
Jevielry ¢. "“ood 7. Other lledia

There will be two c¢ivisions of these seven cateaories: hiah school students (grades 9-12)

and adults.
For more information there are nostors and pamphlets at the Adams County Public Library

and the fettysburao lational Bank, Yerk St.



