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We l c om e  
We l�ome to another year o f  Tab l e  

Ta l k !  We hope to l ive up to our 
mas thead ' s  c l a im to print  the news 
and v iews of the s tudent body of  
LTSG , and to  re f lect  what the com ­
muni ty i s  th inking abou t .  

Tab le  Talk  wi l l  be i s sued each 
month , and wi l l  need material  to f i l l  
i t .  We we lcome a r t ic l es , l e t ter s , 
rev iews , poe try , humor , car toons - ­
anything you wou l d  l ike to share with 
the community . S tudents , facu l ty ,  
s ta f f ,  and fami ly  members are a l l  in­
v i ted to  contribute , to  ensure a 
ba l ance of  ser ious  and l ighter con­
tent . 

I f  you ' d  l ike to he l p  with the 
pub l ication , or i f  there ' s  some thing 
you ' d  l ike to see addressed , p l ease 
l e t  the edi tor know . 

Dead l ine for the November i s sue 
wi l l  be Oc tober 3 1 . Tabl e  Ta l k  has 
its own m a i l box , awai ting your con­
tr ibu t ion . 

Student As soc iation 
Pub l ic a t ions Commi ttee : 

Roger S teiner - chair 
Mur i e l  He ich l e r  - editor 
Dav id Eck - co l umn i s t  

_New Fa c es :  
Re t urnee .. .. 

H e  spoke prou d l y  o f  the furnish ­
ings in  his  new o f f ice . When Scott 
Gus ta f son moved into his o f f ice in 
A . R .  Wentz  Library , there was a desk 
and a f l y - swa t ter . A l l  the neces ­
s i ties . "Th is  i s  a n ice desk . I t ' s 
hard , and you can wr ite  on it . "  
He wrapped on i t  with his  knuckle  to 
dem ons trate . He was seriou s . 

And the f l ie s ?  "They know who ' s  
in charge . Those ,  ( he poin ted to 
the dead ones on the windows i l l ) ,  
they d idn ' t  know . "  

He says  every thing with a twinkle  
in  h i s  eye  that take s up  mo s t  of his  
face . L is tening to h im ,  one a lmo s t  
a lways fee l s  her s e l f o n  the verge of  
a l augh . 

Sco t t  Whar ton Gu s ta f son was born 
in Ch icago , and tried out severa l 
c i t ies  before arriving in his  home ­
town o f  Ba l t imore . H i s  fa ther was a 
pas tor , and when he was ten , Scott 
wanted to be "anyth ing but a pas ­
tor . "  H i s  chief  concern then was 
"ge t t ing out of an extra- long 
d iv i s ion prob l em .  Tha t  was kinda 
where I was a t .  I had no rea l l ong­
range p l ans  for the future . "  Wha t 
he did  have was a c rush on a Greek 
g i r l  who l ived up the s tree t - - I rene 
Antonopo l i s . "That d idn ' t push me 
into s tudying Greek . "  

"When ' 1 · f ' you re ten , i e isn  t as  

( continued on Page 3 )  



Ed i tor i a I 0 0 

SEPT. 6 :  SOME L\FTERTHOUGHTS • ; 1� 

Wel l ,  we had our bir thday bash , and 
qu i te a bang -up party i t  was , too. 
Never mind that the caterers both on 
and o f f  campus let us down badl y. 
The women were there , and a spr ink­
l ing of  men , to celebrate 15 years  of 
women in orda ined minis try , and to 
set agendas for the future. Hats  
off  to  the men in the audience who 
didn' t wa lk out of  wha t sure l y  was 
to be perceived as a sex i s t  event !  

We were more than a l i t t l e  sel f ­
conscious , boa s t fu l , swaRger ing a 
b i t. I t  wasn't quite a Sweet 16" 
pa rty , but l et's hope i t  was some­
th ing of a r i te of pa s s age , a 
coming o f  age ; for a l though our 
gender wi l l  surely color our minis­
try , i t  shou ld not shape i t. We are 
to be minis ters of  the gospel of  
Chris t ,  and I submit  that  this  has 
nothing to do with gender. 

Wha t I mis sed in the lec tures and 
the seminars was any sense of the 
unity of  the Body of  Chr i s t. From 
the rhetor ic , i t  seemed very much 
that in Chr i s t  there are indeed ma le  
and fema l e .  Dr. Anderson has  a pre­
judice against  ' a ss imi l a t ion' , in­
s i s t ing on a pejorat ive def i n i t ion of  
that word. Bu t one antonym of  a s s i ­
m i l a t ion is  apar theid . Even i n  the 
worst -case scenario ,  no a s s im i l a t ing 
ma jority has ever succeeded in re­
s i s t ing i n f l uence from the a s s imi­
l i es ! Can' t we be one , and help  each 
other? 

Lacking a l so was a sense of  voc a ­
tion , o f  a servant  mini s try. I t  a l l  
seemed to be a matter of  what we 
want , not wha t we can do for the 
peopl e  of God. Like greedy teen ­
agers , we want  i t  a l l , and we want  it  
now. 

Let's not be too impa t ient. We 
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have jus t 1 5  years  agains t the cen­
tur ies o f  his tory we are try ing to 
change. How many ma le  pa s tors or­
da ined 15  years  ago are the senior 
pas tors in team

1
�inis tr ie s , not to 

ask : b ishops ? Perhaps I have more 
con f idence in my gender peers  than do 
the feminis t s. I wou ld l ike to be 
a succes s tu l  pas tor on my own mer i t s , 
and not because of  preferen t i a l  
treatment. I rema in convinced that 
women w i l l rise to the highe s t  l eve l s  
i n  the church , because they a re a b l e  
and c a l l ed. 

Cer tain ly  I have exper ienced on l y  
encouragement and a f f irma t ion f rom 
both the Seminary and my synod. I 
have no reason to th ink tha t w i l l  
change w i th ordinat ion. Cou ld i t  
be that our own a t t i tudes a f fec t our 
trea tmen t ?  

PARTNERS Report  

In  case  you hadn' t heard , PARTNERS 
i s  a l ive and wel l and l iving on 
campus. Spouses of seminarians are 
invi ted to our programs. 

We have prepared a ros ter of new 
discu s s ion topics  to encourage a l l  
spouses to at tend our meet ings. In 
the proces s ,  we discovered tha t 
get t ing to know one another wel l  
was a concern as  important as  that 
of  explor ing our fu ture roles. 
Consequen t l y ,  more soc ial  ac t ivi­
t ies have been added to  our agenda. 
Of  course , we haven' t forgot ten 
pas t  successes , so we sha l l  again 
sponsor the ever -popu lar  STUDY 
BREAKS. 

Learning and worshipping together , 
shar ing exper iences , developing 
sol id f r iendships  and suppor ting 
each other a re what  PARTNERS i s  
a l l  abou t. Interes ted? We hope 
so. Check your ma i l box or the 
Bu l letin  Boa rds for our next 
meet ing , and join us. 

Carol Kampa 



,TURNEE • • •  

(Continued rrom Paae 1 )  

s imple  a s  when you ' re f i fty  . . .  Of  
course , I ' m not  f i f t y . ( Bu t )  tha t ' s  
why I d i dn ' t te l l  I rene" about the 
c rush . 

Gusta fson ' s  l i s t  o f  degrees in -
e l udes : B . S .  ' 7 2 ( Po l i t i c a l  Sc i ­
ence ) , Juniata Co l l ege ; M .  Div . ' 76 ,  
Getty sburg Seminary ; M . A . Ph .  ' 80 ,  
Cathol ic Unive r s i ty ; M . Ph i l . ( Theo­
l ogy ) , ' 83 ,  Drew ; Ph . D .  ' 85 ,  Drew . 

Out o f  a l l  that educat ion grew 
h i s  abi l ity to think . 

On recreation : " I  used to go 
over to Nau t i l u s  and l i ft things . "  
Now , in  Ge ttysburg , " I  jump rope 
for 1 5  minutes  and then I l i f t  
th ings . And then i f  there ' s  
someone p l ay ing baske tba l l ,  I go 
in , and then they run up and down 
the court  with the ba l l  and I 
fol l ow them . "  

On food : " I  rea l l y  l ike r ic e ­
a - roni . "  A frequent mea l  at  the 
Gus ta f son house is s t i r - fr ied 
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ch icken ( "maybe a l i t t l e  soy sauce" ) ,  
rice - a - roni , and s t r ing beans from 
the can ( " l ong ones , not cut" ) . " I  
eat it  the mos t .  Rather s ick , but 
that ' s  wha t it  is . "  

On c h i l dhood : " I  d id the tea s ing 
when I was a kid . Mark Z immerman 
teased me about my toe s .  He said  
they were funny - looking . I agreed 
with h im . . .  That ' s  why I wear 
shoes . "  

On theol ogy : "What this  job 
happens to be  is  what I do for 
thr i l l s .  Peop le  th ink that ' l l wear 
o f f , bu t they as sume ' i t ' s a new job . "  
At the ment ion o f  his  d i s ser tat ion 
topic , Gus ta f son ' s  face goe s into 
fu l l  beam . "Wow , "  he said . The 
topic wa s Gregory o f  Ny s sa - - a some ­
wha t rad ical  th inker regard ing the 
doc trine o f  the Trini ty . "He shows 
you wha t it is l ike to think l ike a 
Chr is tian , and he ' s  the on l y  one . 
Augus t ine set  the agenda for Chr i s -

h 
" t ian thought - - and e was wrong . 

H i s  b i r thday i s  Oc tober 9 ,  and 
Gus ta f son remembers - -with some thing 
o f  a smirk , a g l eam and a note o f  
wis t fu lne s s  comb ined - - the favor ite  
b i rthday surprise he ever got . " I  
can ' t  te l l  you that . I have a 
favorite  one , and you can ' t  print  
i t .  ( Studen t s )  can specu l a te and 
think they know , but they wi l l  no t 
ever get i t .  I t ' s  nothing rea l 
s imp l e .  ( I t ' s )  some thing you can 
probab l y  on l y  get in  Hunt ington , 
PA . Tha t ' s where his  co l l ege was . 
Wh ich b i r thday got him this  my s ­
ter ious thing? Twen ty -one . 

He ' s  marr ied now , to Brenda Jean 
Lang-Gus tafson , and they have a son , 
Mat thew Todd , age 2� . And j u s t  l ike 
when he wa s ten , Gus ta f son says he 
has no rea l goa l s .  

" Tota l ly fu l f i l led . There ' s  
noth ing that I want . . .  I have to 
teac h .  I t ' s  not impor tant for me to 
make money a t  i t . "  

" There ' s  no way I ' m not going to 
do wha t I want . "  

" I  don ' t care i f  I ' m d isagreed 
with . I t ' s  more important that d i s ­
cuss ion happens . ( Knowing tha t )  
takes a l i t t l e  pressure o f f . "  

Preparing to j o in the facu l ty 
here , where he once s tudied , Gus ­
ta fson said , his  b igge s t  fear , a l be it  
a sma l l  one , was having facu l ty mem ­
bers th ink o f  h im a s  a s tudent . And 
that hasn ' t  happened . A re l ated ad ­
j u s tment  for him was " l ike ge tt ing 
ma r r ie d - -what  do you ca l l  your in­
l aw s ? "  

-- DEB-BIE CONRAD 

* * * 

\''llf.lH-'. 11as thP. act i on at t;hr /\ l l rnh,-,rr·, 

'T'h rn.trr t;h0 Sn +-ur<"<''.f n i  nlJ t o-r thn S 0n­

i or s+011;:i.rrlsh i fl Pet:r11n t; :  on-r-d:nfT " , or 

i n  th 11 aud i Pnc c>. /\sk Scott nak8r. 



m:\'I FACES • • •  

. . . . E m i s sa ry, 
The seminary i s  hos t this  year to 

an emi s s ary from our fe l l ows in  the 
Lutheran Church-Missour i Synod in 
the person o f  Jon Di� fen�haler , _ who 
is teaching Lutheran i sm in Ame rica 
th i s  seme s ter . Six  days  a week he ' s  
pas tor o f  Be thany Lutheran Church , 
Wayne sboro , VA , but on Thursday s , he 
is one o f  us . 

Bethany Lutheran Church , as  h �s 
s tuden ts now know , has a t  one time 
or another belonged to each of the 
major  Lutheran bod ie s or one of i t s  
predecessor s .  

Raised in the Mi lwaukee , WI , area , 
Die fenthaler  is  a gradua te o f  Con ­
cordia Seminary , St . Loui s ,  MO , and 
he has a PhD in Ame r ican rel igious 
h i s tory from the Unive r s ity  of Iowa , 
where he worked under Sidney Mead , 
one o f  the fa ther f igures  in  the 
f ie l d .  

Before beginning his  parish  min i s ­
try , he taught for three year s  a t  
Concord ia . The charge a t  Wayne sboro 
wa s no t his f irst  venture into the 
Eas tern te rr itories : he served h i s  
internship at  the Lu theran Church o f  
St . And rew i n  S i l ver  Spring , MD . 

H i s  w i fe , Linda , i s  a PhD cand idate 
at  the Un iver s i ty o f  Vi rginia in the 
f ie ld  of adu l t  development and human 
services . She has been a c l inical  
psycho l ogist  at  the Hospital  for 
Emo tiona l l y Dis turbed Chi l d ren , and 
the d irec tor of programs there . 

The couple have four chi ld ren : 
Andrew , 1 6 ;  Katie , 14 ; and 1 1 -year­
old  twins Lisa  and Heid i . Fo l lowing 
the i r  ac tivitie s  i s  one o f  his  maj or 
l e i sure - t ime ac tivitie s , a long with 
j ogging . 

Hav ing come through the LC- MS 
educational sys tem during the 60s , 
when that body was very open to fe l ­
lowship and cooperat ion , he fe l t  
caugh t in the midd l e  with the re ­
ve rsa l  that occurred in the 7 0 s  
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wh ich has no t b l own over as  he had 
hoped . He feel s ,  howeve r ,  tha t as 
l ong as the gospe � is be ing preac�ed 
and confe s s ion being made , there is  
hope for  a turnaround . "Missouri  
canno t forever deny its  own con­
f e s s ions , "  he said . G iven the 
Lutheran penchant for ce l ebra t ing 
anniversaries  with  b reak- throughs , 
he pred icts  the un ion o f  LC -MS w i th 
the new Lutheran body for 20 1 7  -
the 500th anniversary o f  the Re for ­
mat ion . 

Meanwh i l e , he juggl e s  scho l a r l y  
intere s t s  w i th par ish respons ibi l i ­
ties  thanks to an under s tanding 
congregation , but he admits  to some 
d i f ficul ty in s h i f t ing gear s  from 
his  wr i t ing to par ish  work . 

Tha t scho l a r l y  ac t i v i ty inc ludes 
contribu t ion o f  a chapter on Lu th­
e ran Schoo l s  in America  to  a book on 
Re l igious Schoo l ing in  Amer ica , and 
he is comp l e t ing a book : H .  R ichard 
Niebuhr : a L i fe t ime o f  Re f lection on 
the Church and the Wor l d ,  which wi l l  
be publ i shed in  1 9 86 by Mercer Uni ­
ver s i ty P re s s . H i s  own congragat ion 
sponsors a school from nursery  
through 6 th grade , in  which both 
facul ty and s tudent body are ecumeni ­
c a l . 

Die fen tha l e r  commented that the 
Southeas tern D i s t r ic t  of LC -MS i s  
quite  open t o  the coope rat ion with 
other Lu theran bod ies , part ly  because 
it has fewer churches in  this  pa rt  
o f  the country , and thus more im ­
petus to share . Progress ive lead e r ­
ship  h a s  been present dur ing mos t  o f  
the d i s t r ic t ' s  his tory . "We che r i sh 
the same things , and stand on the 
same confess iona l footing , "  he s a id , 
add ing that the areas o f  d i f fe rence 
are minimal and need not be fu l ly 
reconc i led  for  fe l l owship . 

He commented that he enjoys his  
work as  a parish  pas tor , and that 
it has been a good exper ience for 
him , but one senses at the same t ime 
tha t a move to academe fu l l  t ime 
wou l d  no t be unwe lcome . 

We sure l y  hope that his  exper ience 
here wil l re inforce his opennes s  to 
pan - Lutheranism .  
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R E V_I E W  S 
POP CULTURE 

God , Death and Comedy 

Whi l e  your c u l ture -cu l t ivator was 
wa tch ing TV Thursday n ight ( a s  every 
red - b l ooded Amer ican doe s ) , the sub­
j e c t  of death reared i t s  comedic 
head , and I l aughed in i t s  face . Not 
neces sar i l y  because I �have l o s t  my 
own fear s in the face of the Grim 
Reape r .  My severa l l o s ses  dur ing the 
summe r had me toss ing the not ions o f  
death around in  my phi l osophies . I t ' s  
that the comedies  tha t had exper ienced 
l o s s  of cast  members over the summer 
d id l i t t l e  or no such dabbl ing in 
" the mean ing o f  l i fe" . Much to a l l 
our l o s se s . 

The Coach i s  no longe r pul l ing those 
1 "Ch I I  d r a f t s  for Norm , et a .  at eers  

the se day s . Yes ,  i t  was hand led  we l l ; 
there was no mawki shnes s ,  no cheap 
funera l  scenes , j u s t  respect for who 
the character was . Dianne ' s  few 
words o f  concern and her expre s s ion 
summed up  we l l  some of the grief  pro­
ces s ing . I t  was un for tunate though 
that we cou l dn ' t  see more of that 
happening at the p l ace "whe re every ­
body knows your name" . So no t a l l  
who are gathered are average bar ­
goe r s , but can ' t we share some o f  
wha t  s t r ikes a l l  o f  us  a t  some t ime 
or othe r ?  

"Night Court" was much the oppo s i te 
in its  approac h .  The Bu l l  is  s t i l l 
griev ing Se l ma a f ter mon ths and goe s 
to extremes to l e t  peop le  know i t . 
"We l l , "  said the wr i ters , "we go tta  
have some answers  for  the nice  
peop l e  who watch our show . Anybody 
have an7. good reasons for why peop l e  
d i e ?  1 1  ' Huh ? I don ' t even know why 
I ' m  a l ive in LA . "  Hence we get such 
mud d l e d  though ts  as Harry Stone ' s , " I  don ' t know why we l ive . I don t 
know why we d ie .  Bu t a s  l ong as  
we ' re here toge ther , we  have to  ho l d  
onto each other tigh t l y . "  So a big 
hug and Pop Cu l ture ge ts  another 
headache courtesy  Pop Psycho l ogy . 

. And d id you notice how many peop le  
were praying tha t n ight ?  I t�ought 
I was watching " 7 00 C lub" , for Pete ' s  
sake . A l l o f  i t  was fac e tious and 
t r i te in i t s  concerns - - D . A .  Dan 
Fie l d ing ' s thanksgiving over the 
arr ival o f  a sexy publ ic defender ,  
and Dianne ' s  asking i f  Sam i s  the 
guy for her . S t i l l ,  I guess  i t ' s  
better  than the damage that we ' l l 

f I I  1 1  I I  get from the theol ogy o He town . 
Now that ' s  a pastoral  ro l e  mode l 
for ya- - Rober t  B lake . Ge t me a 
t icket for the inner c i ty ! 

My hove then is  that the pas s ing 
of Mick s mom on HSB  wi l l  he l p  
r ight the s i tuat ion . But then again , 
they cut  out Patsy May o ,  for which 
I wi l l  never forgive them . 

S tay tuned for next month ' s  j ourney 
into Po -o-o -op Cu -u-u-u l - tu -u-ur - r -e . 

Pax , 
Lans 

MUS IC  L INE  

We l come to the wor l d  o f  Contem­
porary Chris tian mus ic . I f  the 
name s S teve Tay l o r , She i l a  Wa l sh 
and Petra are unfam i l iar to you , I 
hope they won ' t  be for long . Some 
exc it ing mus ic was r� l eased _ over 
the summer by Chr i s t ian arti � ts . 
Here ' s  wha t you m ight have mis sed ! 

UNGUARDED- - Amy Grant - - Jus t w�en 
you think you know what  Amf is  
going to  do  next she s� rprises  y�u .  
Firs t i t  was the stunning and maJ e s ­
t ic Age to Age a l bum and now it ' s  
Unguarded . Amy rea l l y cuts l oose 
on this a l bum and de l ivers some 
bo l d  and gutsy mus ic . The s ing l e  
from the a l bum , "Find A Way , "  
peaked a t  number 2 9  on Bi l l board ' s  
Hot 1 00 ; an amaz ing feat for a 



Chr i s t ian art i s t . The mus ic range s 
in s t y l e  from rock to reggae and 
sou l , and provides the l is tener with 
r e f reshing l y r ic s  and powe r fu l  voca l s .  
Favorite cu ts : " Love o f  Ano ther 
Kind , "  "Wise Up , "  "I Love You , "  and 
" Find A Way . "  

ART OF  THE STATE - -A . D . - - A . D .  was 
formed by ex-Kansas membe rs  Kerry 

_ Livgren and Dave Hope qnd represents 
Livgren ' s  be s t  work s ince Kansas ' 
Po int o f  Know Return a l bum . A . D .  i s  
one o f  the few rock groups that can 
take Old  Tes tament theme s and work 
them into powe r fu l  and drama tic  
songs . War ren Ham and Michae l 
G l eason de l iver some fantas tic  l ead 
voca l s  which are backed by syn the ­
s izers , gu itars , horns , f lutes  and 
ha rmonica . I f  you l oved Kansas , 
then this  record i s  definite l y  a . "Th F " mus t .  Favorite cuts : e ury , 
"Up From The Wastel and , "  and "The 
On l y  Way To Have A Friend . "  

MEDALS - - Ru s s  Ta f f - - This  a l bum i s  
de f initely  hot . Forme r Imperia l s  
lead voc a l i s t  Russ Ta f f  gives u s  
an a l bum tha t I wou l d  cons ider to 
be the be s t  Christian a l bum of the 
year . Producer Jack Joseph Puig has 
just  fini shed a l bums for Diana Ros s ,  
Kenny Loggins and Barbra Strei sand 

-and now br ings his creative energies 
�to Meda l s .  The accompan iment  tracks 
are v irtua l l y  f l awless  and se rve as 
a r ich background for Rus s '  soar ing 
voc a l s .  The mus ic is  sou l fu l , 
energe tic and sets  a high s tandard 
for the record ing indus try . You ' ve 
go t to hear this one ! Favo r i te 
cu ts : "Meda l s , "  " I ' ve Come Too 
Fa r , "  "Rock Sol id , "  "So l id Love , "  
and "Vi s ion . "  

We l l r that ' s  i t  for this  month . 
I f  you re intere s ted , these three 
a l bums p lus  many more are avai lable  
for your l is tening p l easure . Just  
drop by  C9  Baughman Ha l l  and bor row 
a few . 

Keep on s ingin ' , 
Dav id Eck 
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ON THE OTHER S I DE 

She peered through wind - whipped 
p l as t ic , 

taped and s tap led over the b roken 
s torm door , 

a crying ,  s n i f f l ing c h i l d  s lumped 
on her hip , 

three day s ' worth o f  Gerber burps 
s tain ing 

her faded and r ipped Grateful  Dead 
t - shir t .  

Embarras sed , I s l ipped into my rote 
remarks : 

"He l l o ,  I represent a private 
concern . 

Do you m ind answer i ng several  
que s t ion s ?  

We ' re updating our records , you 
I I  see . 

No , she said . 
Ask away . 

Man and woman . 
Unmarried . Unemp l oyed . 

E ight c h i l dren . Al l under 
e ighteen . 

Late -winter wind bore the 
sme l l  

o f  bod ies  and d i r t  and 
garbage 

pas t the kerosene house-heater  to 
my nose . 

I n  d im l ight , broken toy s 
s trewn 

and a fu l l  c r ib t i l t ing on 
c r ippled l egs  

c lu t tered the threadbare - throwrug­
covered f l oor . 

The instant  o f  inter sec t ion 
pas sed , 

and I hurr ied 
on my way , 

c ross ing to the 
o ther s ide . 

The sunset - e l ongated 
shadow 

o f  the s tone ' s - th row - d i s tant 
church ' s  s teeple  

da rkened and  chil led  my 
face . 

Shivering , I turned up my col l a r . 

David M .  Frye 



Ms . Proper o f  l a s t  year ' s  we l l ­
deserved popu la r i ty having gone on 
to b igger and be t ter  w r i t ing where 
she can prac tice what she preached 
in church news l e tters  and the l ike , 
she has  a sked her o l d  Grammar  
Proper to  carry  on the f igh t to 
preserve the Eng l i sh l anguage in i t s  
truth and purity . We wi l l  cont inue 
to we lcome your inqu ir ies  and/or 
your comments . S imp ly  address  them 
to Tabl e  Ta l k .  

Le t ' s  look and see what ' s  i n  the 
bot tom o f  the mai l bag . 

Dear Ms . Proper : 

I was somewha t  disconce rted to 
hear someone re fer  recently  to the 
book The Media ( s ic ) i s  the Message . 
I a lway s thought i t  was The Medium 
I s  the Me s s age . Am I wrong ? I s  
Mar s ha l l  Mac Luhan wrong ? And what ' s  
the d i f ferenc e ?  

Sammy Nar ian 

Dear Sammy : 

You and Mar sha l l  Mac Luhan are 
both r igh t .  I t ' s that tr icky bus ines s  
o f  those Latin  p l ura l s .  Med ium i s  the 

Our Sponsors : 

Pub l ication o f  the 1 984 - 1 985  Tab l e  
Ta l k  i s  made pos s i b l e  by a generous 
grant f rom the Aid Association for 
Lu therans . We extend our thanks to 
AAL I 

A co11Unui11g co111111il.111e11t 
. . .  that's what ML's symbol slonds lor. ll's a commitment 
enobllng lulherons and their lomllles lo old lhemsetves 
and olhers. ML does lhol lhrough benevolence J)fogroms 
and lrolernol benefits, lncludlng Ille. heollh and 
rellremenl insurance. So look al this symbol and lhlr'c 
"comm1lmen1:· Then. think AN.. 

@"%i Aid Aasoclatlon 
�/:j!:�' fo, lutherons 
/11 · Appleton, Wlsconsl� 

Fralorn•I lnsurancff 

FRED COX 
30l1 Rhoda Drive 

Lancaster ,  PA 17601  
· 7 1 7-569-38l15 
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s ingu lar , media the p l ura l . One 
c?uld �hus never use a s ingu l a r  verb 
( is )  with a p l ura l  subj ect  (media ) ,  
a s  you heard . One cou l d ,  o f  course 

h " 
' 

say t a t the media  are the mes sage , 
but Mac Luhan said what he mean t :  
The Med ium I s  the Me ssage . 

A med ium i s  the carrier  o f  mes sages , 
whe ther f rom the Beyond or f rom one 
person to another . There fore , Gram ­
mar Proper winces t o  hear people  
re fer  to  "newspaper s  and the media" , 
a s  though newspapers  did not carry 
me s s age s equa l l y  with radio and TV . 

Dear Ms . Proper : 

Wha t ' s  the d i f ference between 
' f l au t '  and ' f l aunt ' , be s ides the 
l e t te r  ' n '  in the l atter ?  One o f  my 
�apers c ame back with a c i rc l e  around 

f laut ' .  
Wonder ing in Wes t  

Dear Wonde ring : 

We l l ,  there ' s  more than usage in ­
vo l ved here ! " Flaut"  i s  a German 
f l u te , and I can ' t imagine tha t you 
meant to use  that word - -or did 
Katie Luthe r p l ay a f lute ?  

Grammar Proper th inks you were 
con fus ing f l out with f l aunt . To 
f l out  means to expres s ,  by word or  
ac tion , contempt for  some thing or  
someone . To f laun t ,  on the other 
hand , means to d i s p l ay onese l f  o s ­
tentatiou s l y  or conspicuous l y , to 
show o f f .  Jus t because they sound 
somewha t a l ike . . .  

Let ' s  pu t i t  this way : you might 
f l out  cus tom on this campus by 
f l aun ting a pec toral  pentagram in­
s tead of  a c ruc i f i x ! 

MUS I NGS . . .  Ms . Proper doe s not want  
to  be  p r i s sy , bu t she doe s wish that 
speakers  woul d  be a l i t t l e  more prec ise 
in pronounc ing near homonyms . One 
error that grates on her shel l - l ike 
ears  i s  that phrase " the pro f i t  o f  
the mos t  h igh . "  As  Hosea probabl y 
wou l d  te l l  you , the re ' s  no pro f i t  in  
be ing a prophe t !  Sound your "et" , 
p l ease . 
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OCTOBER CALENDAR 

7 : 30 Que s t  

Board o f  Direc tors / Facu l ty Retreat 
CLASSES CANCELLED , except for "Lutheranism 
in America" 
7 : 30 Partners  

4 : 00 SA Core Comm i t tee 

7 : 00 Mus ic , Ge tty sburg ! Bac h Chora l e s  and 

7 : 30 Que s t  

1 0 : 00 Footba l l  game here against  VTS 

Mar tin  Lu ther Co l l oquium 
1 0 : 00 am Arriv ing for Re fre shments  
1 0 : 30 am Open ing Remarks : Pres ident Herman 

G .  S tuemp f le , Jr . 

Pre l udes  

1 0 : 45 am Lec ture and Discuss ion : "Luther ' s  
Hymns and Johann Seba s t ian Bach , "  
Kar l fr ied Froeh l ich , Benj amin B .  
War f ie l d  Profes sor o f  Ecc l e s ia s t ic a l  
His tory , Pr ince ton Theo l ogical  
Seminary 

1 2 : 1 5 pm Lunch 
2 : 00 pm "Almut RBs s le r  Pre sents  Bach in  Word 

and Mus ic . "  Professor  R8s s l e r , 
I n terna tional l y Known Organ i s t , 
Dus se l dor f ,  Germany . 

3 : 30 pm Break for Refre shments  
4 : 00 pm Par t I I  o f  Lec ture -Concert  with 

A lmu t  Ros s l er  
5 : 00 pm C l os ing Remarks : Eric W .  Gri tsch , 

Direc tor , Ins t i tu te for Luther Stud ies 
7 : 00 pm Fes t ival  Worship  of Re forma tion / 

Reconc i l iation , Eucha r i s t ic Se t t ing 
by Bach 

CLASSES CANCELLED 

7 : 30 Ha l l oween Magic Party - Cof fee Shop 




