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SEMINARY PLAYERS TO PERFORM 

As a break from mi d-term study, 
Seminary Players wi l l  present an 
evening of vari ed fare Thursday and 
Friday evenings, March 13 and 1 4 ,  in 
the Aberly  Room theatre (206 Ualen
tine ) .  

Two one-act plays are schedul ed 
f or performance by thi s  l ocal drama 
group. The evening wi l l  open w i th a 
performance of "Sacr i fice to U irtue " 

I 

by Warren K l i ewer, featuri ng Diane and 
Dav i d  Hewitt. 

Fo l l owing th is wi l l  be a render
i ng of " noses!  Moses ! ", a farce about 
you-know-who, wr itten by Prof. Norman 
J. Fedder, of Kansas State Uni versi ty . 
Linda Hostetter brought us thi s  play. 
Prof. Fedder i s  also author of a 
biographical muscial about Harry S 
Truman, "The Buck Stops Here ! " recent
ly  menti oned i n  �e��t,_JJeek. 

Taki ng part i n  thi s  play wi l l  be 
r-lark Ander-son, Ter-ry Ar-b l e, Garu 
Bachman, Don Baker, Ar lyn E i senbrandt, 
Jean Grube, Mur i e l  Heichl er, L i nda 
Hostetter , Paul Mi l ho l l and, and 

E l i zabeth Sti nes. Mark Anderson is 
director. Those who remember 
Seminary P l ayers producti ons of last 
year wi l l  not want to m i ss this event . 
Those for whom th i s  troupe i s  a new 
exper i ence are i n  for a treat . 
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Core Committee 
Unfortunate ly, official  mi nutes 

of the Core Commi ttee meetings are not 
usua l l y  avai lab l e  for timely i nclus i on 
i n  I�� l e  Ta lk. Our reporter gleaned 
the fol l owing i tems from the unoff i 
cial  record : 

The campus proj ect to gather 
books for the South African Seminary 
a lmost foundered on the rocks of h i gh 
mai l ing costs unti l the Core Commi ttee 
voted to appropr i ate up to $250 for 
that worthy endeavor. 

Among commi ttee reports, the 
fam i ly  Life committee announced an 
Easter dinner for those who wi l l  be on 
campus for that feast day. Social 
Acti on committee was planning a lec
ture for Feb. 20. The Athl etic com
mittee purchased s i x  p ing pong pad
d les, a basketba l l, and a vo l l ey
ba l l. Partners w i l l  sponsor a study 
break for m idterms. 

G l enn Mi l l er i s  accepti ng app l i 
cati ons for supply  preaching coordi
nator for the 1986-87 academic year. 
Appl icati ons should be in by March 10. 

Only f i v e  of the twe lve groups 
supported by the SA  attended the �eet
i ng. 

The only new bus i ness concerned 
the rai s i ng of coffee prices i n  the 
coffee shop by ten cents. Sorry about 
that, but a 35-cent cup of coffee is 
sti l l  a bargai n, compared to outs ide 
pr ices. 

Pres. Lindsay Rhodenbaugh remind
ed the committee that e l ecti ons for 
next year are comi ng up i n  Apri l .  

-- Roger L .  Stei ner 
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I T ' S  THE DREGS? 

dregs C dregz ) n. 1. the particl es of 
sol id matter that settl e  at the bottom 
of a l iquid. 2. the most worthless 
part ( the dregs of society ).  3. an 
unl ikely combination of seminarians 
coming together to make some l ikeab l e  
music . 

On March 2 1  at 8 pm, David, 
Roger, Erwin and Jan ( The Dregs) wil l 
present their premiere concert at the 
Refectory. 

The band is composed of two 
veteran rockers and two newcomers, and 
has been p l aying together for four 
months. Their music is an intersting 
combinati on of styl es and sounds, 
drawing from rock, pop , J azz, new 
wave , heavy metal ,  rap and Christian 
sources. 

" I  rea l l y  l ike the combination, " 
says Dave Eck, the band's guitarist 
and l ead singer. " So many times 
secul ar and Christian music have been 
kept in two separate camps, and that's 
rather unfortunate. I think our music 
i s  a refreshing mix of the two. " 

Come out and hear The Dregs in 
concert. I t  promises to be an evening 
of fun, excitement, and great music. 
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A CAUT I ONARY TALE 

by Roger L. Steiner 

On a Wednesday morning in Febru
ary, Jesus was with his disciples in 
the town of New Oxford, near th� 
region of Gettysburg, when he decided 
to visit the Seminary. So he said to 
two of his discipl es: " Go into the 
dorm parking l ot of Gettysburg Sgmi
nary. There you wil l  find a tan , 
four-door Pontiac in space �� - Find 
the owner, get the keys and bring it 
to me. I f  he asks why, tel l  him the 
Lord has need of it . "  

So the discipl es went to Gettys
burg Seminary and found space �� . but 
did not see the tan Pontiac as Jesus 
had said. I nstead, they found a sma l l 
b l ue car, and did not know what to do. 
So they l eft in confusion. 

When they returned to Jesus, he 
rebuked them, saying : "Where is the 
Pontiac? " 

And they answered him: "Do not 
rebuke us, Master, for someone else 
was parked in space �� - "  

At this, Jesus said to them : 

"I ' m  sorry. I guess I' 11 J ust h a ve to 
change my p l ans again for those who 
choose not to fol low the l aw, but 
sti l l want the gospel .  Cursed be that 
b l ue car in space �� - May it rust by 
morning. I wil l  stil l go to Gettys
burg Seminary, though, so they ma4 
hear the Good News. " 

Turning to his discipl es, he 
said : "Please go back to the Sem i  nary, 
and there, in a parking space marked 
'Dean', you wil l  find a Mercedes-Senz 
sedan. Find the owner, get the keys , 
and bring it to me. " 

His discipl es rep l ied : "Wha t 
shou l d  we do if another car is there? " 

Jesus answered them : "Come back 
to me and we wil l  go to Phi l adel phia. 
For if they cannot understand the 
value of simpl e  l aws , such as ass i gned 
parking spaces, and are not happy w i th 
what they have, how wil l  they under
stand the val ue of God ' s  Law, and be 
happy with the Good News I bring to 
them? " 
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Dear Ms. Proper : 
We heard some strange usages in 

J-term. Such words as "admini
strate" and " resol vement" were 
strange to me. Are they correct? 

Puzzled Sr. 

Dear Puz: 
One wonders : is it ignorance or 

an attempt at vir tuos i ty that dr i ves 
speakers on any given subject to 
create new words where per fectly 
adequste ones already exiet . An 
administrator admini sters programs , 
and problems f ind their resol ut i on. 
There i s  no need to cobbl e  up the-
kind of J argon you heard . 

We also w inced at a few other 
strange confusions of words in the 
transitions course, f rom people who 
ought to know better. Examples are 
defuse instread of diffuse, inerrant 
for inherent , and a ( s ing. ) crises 
Cpl . )  

As long as a few of us stil l  
care about the Engl i sh language, we 
must f ight a rear-guard action 
against those who are too lazy or 
too ignorant to be correct. 

Dear Ms. Proper : 
Are " imply " and "infer " syno

nyms? I hear them used interchange
ab ly,  but there must be some differ
ence. 

Confoozed 

Dear Con: 
No indeed ! " Impl y "  and "infer " 

are not synonymous. A speaker may 
imp l y  a cer tain meaning , while the 
hearer l!Jf.�r5- wl1at l1e thinks the 
spe�ker was saying. 
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"THERE IS NE ITHER MALE NOR FEMALE IN 
CHRIST JESUS ; LET'S GET IT TOGETHER" 

On Wednesday, April 16 , QuP.st 
w i l l  sponsor an informal presenta t i on 
end discussion, i n  which pastors a 1 1 d  
l ay people f rom nearby congrega t i ons 
will  speak about their exper ienr.es and 
v i ewpoints on sexism in the l i fe of 
the parish. The presentation wil l be 
held at 7 : 30, i n  a locat ion to be 
announced. 

Quest i s  a suppor t  group of 
students concerned with  deal ing w i t h  
the i ssues of inclusiv i ty in seminary 
and in par ish l i fe. They inv i te 
everyone to attend their meetings on 
Fridays at 1 0  am in the Facu lt�  
Lounge . And mark April 16 on your 
calendar for the i r  speci al event. 

-- Dale Selover 

l ' . • f '"' 

BACKWARD, TURN BACKWARD . .. 

Accordi ng to an ar t i cle i n  the 
�_?_sl}_J,_[!g �Q!::1 Post, February 22 , the 
theological commission of the Lutl 1eran 
Church-Missour i  Synod not onl y has 
reiterated its pos i t ion against the 
ordinat ion of women, but also has come 
out against any l eadership par t i cipa
t ion of women i n  the publ ic worsh i p. 

In a report entitled "Women in 
the Church, " the commission r i nds that 
"The idea that God des i res man to be 
the head or woman and woman to be sub
ordinate to man is rooted deeply in 
the Old and New Testaments. " 

The repor t goes on: "Just as t he 
wife should not be the ' head ' of the 
house, so a woman should not be the 
' head' over the household of God. " 

Neither, they say, according to the 
Po_st, "should women be al lowed to read 
the Scr i ptures in worship servicP.s nor 
assist i n  the distribution of com
muni on, to ' avoid confusion regard i ng 
t he off i ce of the publ ic ministr� and 
to avoid giving offense to the 
church.'" 
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If you' ve been paying attention 
to the music world lately, the Par
ent' s Music Resource Center C PMRC) has 

been causing quite a fuss. The group 
proposes creating an album rating 
system similar to the current system 
of rating films. The PMRC took up the 
issue with the national PTA and the 
Recording Industry Association of 
Ameria C RCAA), and as a result, a 
great percentage of RIAA members will 
voluntarily add either a parental 
warning or a lyric sheet inside the 
shrink-wrap of those albums which 
contain specific sexual content or 
which glorify v iolence or the use of 
drugs or alcohol. 

But the issue has not remained 
unchallenged. One of the most outspo
ken opponents was singer Frank Zappa, 
who, in a U.S. Senate testimony, 
stated that "very young children do 
not wander unescorted into a record 
store with $8.98 in their pockets. 
Usually there is a parent in atten
dance. No one is forcing them to buy 
' Sugar Wal ls I • The parent can always 

suggest that the $8. 98 be spent other
wise. " 

What does this writer think? 
Well, as a musician, youth worker, and 
record buyer, the issue of album 
ratings raises a few questions for me : 

1) Who would rate the albums? 
Who decides whether something is 
sexual or not? I would hope that a 
self-righteous organization like the 
PMRC wouldn't be in charge. 

2) Would a rating system encou
rage artists to "spi ce up " their 
albums for fear of receiving a "G " 
rating? We' ve seen this happen many 
times in today' s film industry. 

3) Would the system make it 
easier for teens to do their  record 
shopping, so they wouldn' t buy a 
· nice' album by mistake? Doesn ' t  it 

call ' attention to those albums that 
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you would want youth to avoid? 
These are Just a few of the 

questions that come to my mind. I 
admit that there is a problem with the 
amount of "smutty " music that is on 
the airwaves, but ratings are not t he 
answer. 

As parents, pastors, and youth 
workers, we should be better informed 
on what our kids are listening to and 
take a more active role in helping 
them decide what to buy and what not 
to buy. Isn' t the decision better 
left in our own hands? 

0 

Until next time, 
Dav id Eck 

0 0 0 

WHAT OUR COLLEAGUES ARE WRITING 

Have you ever looked among the 
Journals in the Library to see what 
issues are i mportant to our colleagues 
in other Seminaries? 

At the initiative of the editor 
of Southern Seminary' s Southern 
Apology� an exchange of publications 
with all the other Lutheran Theologi
cal seminaries in the United States 
and Canada is being organized, so soon 
we should be getting copies of all of 
them. Ask Sarah Mummert where tc f ind 
them. 

OUR SPONSOR 
Publication of the 1985-1986 Tab l e  
Talk is made possible by a generous 
grant from Aid Association for 
Lutherans. Our thanks to AAL I 

A co11Uuui11g conuull.Jueul 
. . .  lhal's whol M's symbol slcmch lor. ll's o commll11�11' 
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ond olhers. Ml dors lhal HKough benevolenco ptogtom! 
01 1d holcrnol bcmP.llls. lr1dudtr1r nle, hconh orrl 
tolhemenl lmurr.mce. So look ol lhls symbol ond n,11• 
'"conn1ll111enl:· lhen. lhhik NJ... 

eH"'Pi) /\Id l\1111oclnllon 
1:Jll:�· fo, luthe,""" 

· • l\pplelon. Wl,con5ln"' 
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FltF.l> COX 

Jot, Rhoda Dd v� 
J,anc.i s t e r ,  rA 1 7601 . 7 1 7-569-3811 '.j  
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A U I EW FROM OUTSIDE 

To the Seminary Communi ty:  

With the New Year, I began a new 
pastoral call, the Bendersville 
Lutheran Pari sh. Com ing here, I 
realized I would be leaving beh ind a 
great blessng i n  my years of ministry: 
the local pastor's group CSE Delaware 
Dist. Lutheran Par i sh , SE Pa. Synod ) 
wh ich met every Tuesday morning for 
sermon preparation, mutual support, 
continu i ng educati on, and common 
worshi p .  From di scussions with fel l ow 
LCA and other pastors, it was a rare 
bless ing that few enj oy . 

Antici pating th i s  loss, and 
knowing that a pastor needs to be a 
hearer as well as a speaker of God's 
Word, I resolved to attend a seminary 
service once a week. Th i s  has worked 
out to be alternati vely the Wednesday 
Euchari st and Monday preach ing off ice . 
Fortunately , the quality of the 
servi ces has changed little s i nce my 
years here in the mid-seventies. 
Unfortunately,  two observations--both 
ccnf irmed by conversations with stu
dents--have a l so changed l itt l e. 

The f i rst i s  the general poor 
a ttendance by students at chapel. It 
i s  hard to fathom th i s, s i nce in J ust 
a few years these same students w i ll 
as pastors be encouraging and expec
ting regular worshi p  attendance by 
the i r  l ay people. Seminary af fords 
a great bless ing wh ich for almost a l l  
pastors i s  never repeated or even 
approximated : daily common worsh i p. 

One shoul d  not lose th is  oppor
tuni ty which i s  so important for 
strengthening one's own or each 
other's faith and preparat i on for 
future ministry. Nor should one be 
unmindful of Paul's warning C I  Car . 
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1 8 )  that the absence of one person 
from the community's l i fe weakens the 
who l e .  Thus, those who absent them
selves from worship hurt not onl y  
themselves , but others as wel l. 

Further, i t  cannot be said that 
the f aculty and staff are setting a 
good example . In my vis its I have 
noti ced only s i x  members who regu larly 
attend chapel, though students tell 
me one or two others who I ' ve not met 
a l so come quite often . 

But not much has changed since my 
seminary day s ;  i ndeed, those who I 
regularl y  see now were a l so the 
regulars ten years ago . It i s  l amen
table that those hired to ass ist 
students i n  prepari ng for pastoral 
mini stry i n  communities of worsh i p  
fail to set a high standard for the 
students to emulate. 

It was said of Mahatma Gandh i 
that, as busy as h i s  schedule was, he 
set as ide one day a week for prayer 
and meditation. Not even kings coul d  
i nterfere with th i s  weekly sabbath. 
But of course, we are too busy to do 
th is, or even, for some, to spare a 
few minutes around the noon hour. 

But should we be? 
Rev. Dani el U. Biles, I I I 

MORE ON COMMON CUP 

To the Editor: 
It i s  not often that I feel the 

need to wr ite a l etter to the ed i t or 
of a publicati on. However , under tl1e 
ci rcumstances, I fee l  that i t  i s  
necessary that I use my freedom of 
voice before that i s  taken from me 
C or, at best, used for me ) .  I refer 
to an editor i al which appeared i n  the 
1 2 /85 i s sue of I�bl� Talk and the 
printed response to a letter wh ich 
appeared i n  the 1 /86 issue. The 
edi tori al , letter, and the ed itor ' s  
reply were all concerned w i th tile u9e 
of the common cup i n  the Euchar i s t. 

First of all, let me sat1 that 
I...§i.!J.ls Talk, to a certain degree . i s  a 
voi ce of thi s  Semi nary and its pos i 
tion as an off i c i a l  voice o f  the 
student bod� will not be di scussed or 
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challenged here. One point which I am 
challenging, though, is the use of 
that voice. 

An editor of a publication must 
accept the r esponsibility, knowing 
that the "news and views " published 
will be considered by many to be an 
accurate reflection of the ( majority 
of) student body. This responsibility 
is highlighted by the self-description 
printed across every Table Tat k  front 
page. 

Second, I feel compelled to 
question the editor's insistent use of 
the pronoun "we. " This pronoun is 
used once in the editorial in an 
unsubstantiated reflection of the 
views of this community. This pronoun 
is also quite generously spread 
throughout the response to the letter . 

The response, in actuality, is a 
def ense of the editorial which is 
signed by a single individual. This 
defense never employs the pronoun " I. "  
So I ask, who are the people that are 
r epresented by this plural pronoun? 
Are they the members of the publica-

tions committee? The worship com
mittee? The Student Association? The 
faculty? The administration? M� 
sources tell me that none of these 
groups has taken an official stand 
since the issue has returned to the 
l imelight. If Table ls!.!..!s. is the "news 
and views of the Student Body, " then I 
must be, f rom the editor's perspective 
one of the "we. " 1hank you, but no 
thank you. I make enough statements 
without having someone else making 
them for me, especially without my 
consent. Even in public prayer, I 
have the option of not saying " Amen." 

Third, I wish to take a stand 
next to Mr. Waldkoenig. Although he 
and I have both learned from the 
editor's vocabulary lesson featuring 
the multiple definitions of ' integri
ty', I don't think we were in the 
minority. While discussing the 
editorial ( especially the sentence in 
which ' integrity'is use d )  with several 
members of this community, not one 
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Letters to the Editor normally 
should not exceed one standard-size 
page, double-spaced, in length. 

, Exceptions will be at the ed1 to� 8 
discretion. All letters must be 
signed. Names will be withhe J d  on 
r equest if there is a good reason. 

person suggested that I consider an 
alternate and not so common defini
tion. This is not surprising, consi
dering the sentence gave no indicati on 
of a preferred definition. 

I r emind the editor that whether 
it is in print or in the pul pit, once 
we r elease our message, we have no 
control over the meanings which other 
people will assign to them. There
fore, our messages need to be as clear 
and exact as we intend them to be. 

Fourth, as a member of this 
community, I am embarrassed by the 
editorial attack on Luther-North
western Seminary and the qualif i ed 
individuals who were enlisted before a 
decision was made , The embarrassment 
is only made worse by the ignorance 
which supported the attack. The edi
tor ' s  inaccurate insinuation that the 
decision to "abandon use of the common 
cup" was founded in fear of contract
ing A IDS was a clear case of poor 
reporting, and in itself "may only be 
adding to the irrational hysteria 
sur:-rounding the disease. " 

Further, I am unaware of any 
facts or credentials held by the 
editor or anyone e lse involved with 
this publication which would give them 
the authority to challenge the infor
mation on hygiene provided to Luther
Northwestern by Or.George Michae l son, 
a retired University of Minnesota 
public health officer. I would hope 
that before Table Talk attacks any of 
our sister seminaries C ar anyone e l se) 
again, that all attempts be made to 
secure complete facts first. I 1amu l d  
also hope the community at Luther-NW , 
which also receives this publi cation , 
d i d  not take the attack too seriousl4. 

Finally, I wish to challenge t he 
integrity ( def : firm adherence to a 
code of moral values)of any publi-

C continued on page 9) 



TABLE TALK 

TESTAf1ENT 

Yea , thou w i l t  answer for me , g�ac i ous 
Lor d :  

T h i ne a l l  the mer i t s ,  m i ne the great 
reward ; 

Thine t he sharp t horns , and m i ne t he 
gol den crown ; 

11 1 ne the l i f e  won , and T h i ne the l i fe 
l a i d  down . 

I nscr i pt i on on a tombstone i n  
the churchy ard o f  T r i n i ty 
E p i scopa l Cathedr a l , Columb i a ,  
s . c .  

F I RST F RU I TS 

From b l oodsta i ned earth , a r i ven v e i l ,  
Thunder , and s t i r r ing o f  o l d  bone s ;  
From darkness , and the fear of  t h i ngs 

supernatura l - -
A white f l ower r i ses and i s  p l ucked 

To stand at  God ' s  r i ght hand . 

And earth sha l l  b l ossom , a l l  be made 
who l e  aga i n ;  

I n  b i r dsong , dead sha l l  wake , 
and sunl ight stream ; 

A c l ear voice c a l l :  " fear nat l " 
And there sha l l  r i se 

a f i e l d  of f l owers , 
P l ucked by the hand of God 

to deck h i s  K i ngdom . 

A l l e l u i a  I 
-- Mur i e l  Heichler 
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DEATH 

On the unfam i l i a r  couch among fam i l y 
she sat 

in s i l en t  frag i l i ty . 
Was this  the same dear , sweet l ady 

every Sunday mor n i ng I would  see? 

D i d  I know this  face? 
Was there not a trace 

of her former tranqu i l i ty? 

I hugged her , k i ssed her , 
and then touched her hand . 

I sa i d  nothing , 
hoping she wou l d  understand . 

She c r i ed as I k i ssed her : I f e l t  
her tears . 

She d i d  not seem much ol der than I 
i n  years . 

Death has i ts way of un i t i ng us a l l ,  
young and o l d , great and sma l l .  

I n  death we are a l l  peers . 

E i leen Zuber 

PREMON I T I ON OF MY MOTHER ' S  DEATH 

In her from whom l i fe sprung 
to seed another born 
can death res i de? 

Oh yes , and i n  my hear t bes ide 

a broken stream I watched 
as she who moved my bones 
l ay st i l l ,  a l most a photograph , 
and a l l  her love m i s p l aced 
a l ake not yet  d i scovered 

I t  must be hard to look upon 
the one in whom you grew 

And be so r i pped f rom her l i f e  
a s  t o  cry 

To w i l d ly shake a f i st i n t o  
t h e  a i r  

and curse the n i ght 
And wonder how a God could 

ever d i e . 

T i m  Craven 
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IMPEACH ING THE "BR I EF ORDER " 

by Todd Murken 

I do mean thi s  as an impeachment , 
not a verdi ct. I present these 
articles for discussion, and will be 
disappointed i f  there i s  none. I ask 
you to help me understand this matter. 

First, let me say that I know the 
Brief Order [ for Public Confession] 
C B□) can be comforting . The i ntention 
is good : exhorting us to examine our 
actions, acknowledge our s i n  and sins ' 
and our need for forgiveness, and to 
reassure us that i n  Jesus the Christ 
there is forgiveness. This much might 
be said of preaching, and is well and 
proper . My questions come when these 
intentions are embodied i n  a regularly 
performed ante-liturgy . To wit: 

1 .  The BO is liturgicall y  
awkward. I t  is a corporate action 
concerning individual matters: a pub
lic profession of private sin. Corpo
rate confession of corporate sin is 
commendable if this community asked 
God's forgiveness for i ts indifference 
to the town of Gettysburg. But the 80 
is no svch confession. In it, you and 
I stand together and say together that 
we have sinned individually, and we 
are absolved �n masse. ( Note that 
even the language is strained : "our 
whole heart." ) 

2. The BO is not apostolic prac
tice, but an innovation . Perhaps the 
l iturgi cal awkwardness betrays that 
such a rite of confession and absolu
tion cannot be--and never was--part of 
the Liturgy. The f i rst 15 centur i es 
worth of Masses had no prefaced rite 
such as the BO, nor did Luther's two 
Masses . Nor do Roman and Eastern rites 
to thi s  day. 

3 .  The use of the 80 is itself 
awkward. The BO i s  done as a prelude 
to the Service of the Word. Why not 
at another time, say at the end of the 
service? Because it would be an 
anticlimax? Does it not similarly 
dampen the Joyous enthusiasm at the 
beginning of so great an occasion : the 
gathering of God's people to pray, 
�raise, and celebrate his sacraments? 
The BO is espec i ally inappopropr i ate 
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to festive occasions, i n  part because : 
� - The BO is dull. Compared to 

the drama of mov i ng from Old Testament 
promise to fulfillment in Christ in 
the lections, or all the song and 
motion and dialogue of the Euchar i st 
whi ch are so life-l i k e, the BO looks 
cerebral, abstract, perhaps a bit 
Calvi nist i c . 

5. The BO discourages private 
confession by attempting to · offer a 
substitute. The Augsburg Confessors 
"taught among us that private abso J u
tion should be retained and not 
allowed to fall into disuse, " wh i ch it  
has among us, unless the BO is indeed 
considered an adequate substitute, . 
which I do not think it is. 

6. The BO is not a confession of 
sins, but that we_have sinned. None
theless, if there is never any enume
ration of sins, I fear that the 
confession may lose its participation 
i n  reality . I f  the Church i s  to be a 
school for sinners, if we preach , w i th 
the apostles and our Lord, r epentance, 
then is not the regular practice of 
specific confession at least helpfu l ,  
if not necessary? C CA silent ' to God' 
enumeration is surely a good thing, 
commended by Luther i n  the Large Cate
chi sm, but this confessi on calls for a 
likewise si lent ' from God' abso l ution, 
not the voice of the Church. ) A l so, 
use of the BO, which i s  no enumera
tion, entails the terr i ble loss of 
opportunity for pastoral care. 

7. The BO is at best a poor 
sacrament. I n  Baptism you get wet. 
and at the Eucharist your mouth 
receives bread and wine. I n  the 
sacrament of absolution, hands are 
laid on Y,g�r head and unambiguously to 
\d.Q.!:!. is spoken the Word of grace. 
Having heard exactly what troublP.s 
you, the Word is : "Yes, Todd, that too 
i s  forgiven ;  go and in Christ ' s  vir.
tori,J sin  no more. " Thi s  consola t i on 
is den i ed in the BO ; it is not person
al . The BO i s  a f i rehose baptism ; or 
like the senile priest who wandered 
into a bakery and ex o�ra operate 
consec rated its entire contents. 

My last ' article of impeachment' 
i s  mor e  ser ious than these . I du not 
offer i t  as my conviction, only as my 
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fear, and ask you, s i sters and bro
thers, for your help i n  f i nd i ng God's 
ordinance. 

8. The 80 may be contrary to the 
Gospel. Taken at i ts word, the most 
ruthless corporate execut ive, a child 
abuser or impeni tently malfeasant 
off icial are all forg i ven on the spot , 
s imply by virtue of the i r  presence 
w i th i n  earshot. But i s  this  aposto
lic? I s  thi s  the preachi ng of our 
Lord? Consider the follow i ng. 

The third Gospel especially i s  
f illed w i th this mot if. Jesus seeks 
out and eat s  w i th tax collectors and 
s i nners. Prevenient grace .. . But the 
story con t i nues. Levi leaves h i s  tax 
booth. Zacchaeus returns to those he 
has cheated. The lost  son returns to 
h i s  father. I t  i s  i n  her weepi ng that 
the s i nful woman i s  forgiven. " I  have 
come to call not the r i ghteous, but 
s i nners to repentance (emphas i s  
Luke's) . 

"There i s  more Joy i n  heaven over 
one s inner who repents .. . " The 
summat ion before his  ascens ion : " The 
Chri s t  must suffer and be rai sed on 
the third day and repentance C l i t.) 
i nto the forg iveness of s i ns be 
preached i n  his  name. " 

Art i cle 12 of our evangelical 
Confess ion states: " It i s  taught among 
us that those who s i n  after Bapt ism 
receive forgiveness of s i n  whenever 
they come to re2enta!:)J;:_� ... True re
pentance i s  nothing else than to  have 
contri t ion and sorrow , or terror , on 
account of s i n, and yet at the same 
t ime to believe the Gospel and absolu
t i on .. . Amendment of life and the 
forsaki ng of s i n  should then follow, 
for these must be the fru i t s  of repen
tance . . .  " 

One of Bonhoeffer's scathing 
examples of cheap grace i s  " the 
preachi ng of forgiveness w i thout re
quiring repentance. " It does nc:=it seem 
to be something the apostles did. The 
l ove of God i s  not "s loppy agape"; 
ra ther, that s i nners turn from their 
sin  and live. 

I hes i tate, because my proposal 
a t  least approaches maki ng forgiveness 
cond i t i onal, whereas i n  fact there i s  
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now no condemnat ion for those who are 
i n  Chr i s t  Jesus. St ill ,  I think t l1e 

l harshes t  words of Amos apply to us 
when we use the BO w i thout the inten
t ion to change. 

So, s i s ters and brothers, what do 
you think? 

• • • • 

LETTERS 
( con t i nued from page 6) 

cat i on which f i nds need to respond to cri t icism w i th i nsults. I refer to 
the edi tor's suggest i on that Mr. 
Waldkoen ig  i nform the Gui nness Book of 
Records of any pract ice of boi l i ng 
communi on glasses. If Table Talk 
feels the Guinness Book needs to  be 
i nformed, then the edi tor should take 
on the respons i b il i ty personally. Mr. 
Waldkoenig's home congregat i on i s  
located i n  Uniontown , Pa. I ' m  sure 
that he will provi de you w i th any 
names , addresses or telephone numbers 
that you will need. The altar guild 
at h i s  home congregat ion does, i ndeed, 
boil their commun i on cups. 

Mark "Chip"  Koltash 

Note: The "editorial we" i s  a t ime
honored Journal i s t i c  usage. The 
edi tor i al i n  quest i on was by no means 
i ntended as an "attack" on Luther
Northwestern Semi nary, nor do we thi nk 
they would read i t  that way. 

We fail to understand how our 
reference to the Gui nness Book of 
Records could have been construed as 
' insulting. ' It was intended as a 
humorous touch to lighten the tone of 
the exchange. Apparently ,  i t  failed i n  
i t s  purpose. Thi s  we s i ncerely regret. 

I n  a long and varied exper ience 
i n  churches, we have honestly not 
ever found a congregat ion which bo i ls 
i ts communion ware. 

We commend the altar guild in  
Uniontown, which obviously takes 
seriously i ts respons i b i l i ty i n  the 
matter of hygi ene. 

We hope that Mr. Koltash will 
feel his  i nterests protected i n  future 
by the disclaimer i n  our masthead. 

Edi tor. 
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH 

Music, Getty$burg ! :  Peter Orth , 
pianist 

Seminary Players: An Evening of 
Theatre: Aberly Room (206 

Senior Class Potluck , Coffee Shop 

Rev. Larry Johnson, "Lutheran Youth 
Encounter " ,  Room 206 

" Dregs " Rock Concert , Refectory 

Spirituality Retreat with Dr. Bengt 
Hoffman, Camp New Dawn 




