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_Seminary Community Struggles , 

I nclusive Language Po l i cy Unclear 

By Katherine Cartwright 

Richard Nelson became suddenly  
frustrated as he  sat, trying to 
explain the faculty ' s  and worship 
committee ' s  most recent innovation : 
a tepid pol icy on inclusive language 
for LTS/G . 

"This is  embarrassing because 
it ' s  kind of hal f -done , "  he said as 
he handed me pertinent material  from 
the faculty handbook .  What he showed 
me was the l ist of  recommendations 
from the Task Force Sub-committee on 
I nclusive Worship Services . The 
document addresses worship matters 
only , and does not refer to any 
other facets of the al leged 
inclusivity pol icy . 

Oddl y  enough , Nelson could not 
find anything in the faculty 
handbook to substantiate what was 
published in the student handbook or 
passed along verbal ly by the 
seminary president and other facu lty 
members , including Nelson . 

Nelson , currently serving as 
Worship Committee Chairperson , said 
the faculty and committee members 
did not a l l  agree on the inclusivity 
issue and its importance . The report 
is obscure and hard to interpret , he 
said . 

The Guidel ines and Standards on 
I nclusive Language , pr inted in the 
student handbook , hold a l ittle more 
substantive value , but how that 
value will  be weighed is yet to be 
seen . 

I t  seems the meat of  the pol icy 
bei ng promoted by the faculty is not 
substantiated by a formal , pub lished 
statement . 

Essential ly ,  the statement from 
the student handbook is purported to 
be a disti l lation o f  the Task Force 
recommendations . 

I nteresting l y ,  some statements 
do not exist within the larger 
document.  Most obvious is the fi rst 
item regarding the faculty ' s  adopt­
ing the LCA inclusivity guidel ines . 

Nelson said the faculty has no 
real strategy for enacting the 
nebul ous pol icy . Two f i rst-year 
courses ( preaching and worship ) ,  
though , have been targeted for 
special  attention . Worship planning 
sessions confront the issue with 
student and faculty worship leaders 
and preachers on a weekly bas is . 

Of  course , the chaplain ' s  
i nstructions and suggestions during 
these sessions do not a lways work.  A 
frustrated Mark Oldenburg said , 
"What do you want me to do -- run up 
and grab the book out o f  their  
( readers ' )  hands? " ( re ferring to 
readers who do not change. the lesson 
texts to ref l ect inclusive 
language . )  ( cont . p .  2 )  
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The fa�ulty would l ike to avoid a 
"witch hunt , "  Nelson said , referring 
to enforcement of  any present or  
future pol icies . "We are  hoping peer 
pressure wil l  do the job , outside of 
class , and pressure from the faculty 
in class , "  Nelson said . 

The committee considered the idea 
of a covenant or honor statement , 
but re jected it  because it seemed to 
the committee to be inappropriate . 

Part of  the reason for this , 
Nel son said , was the committee was 
not unanimous in the opinion that 
inclusive language is useful . 

Some commi ttee members feel the 
blame is with the hearer and not the 
speaker , Nelson said . But ,  he 
continued , "The Engl ish language is 
being heard d i f ferently today . 

" Every speaker of  the Gospel has 
to use inclus ive language -- the 
last thing it needs is inter ference . 
I f  it  doesn ' t  get through ,  then I 
have fai led as a preacher . "  

A major stic�ing point in the 
facu lty discussions about the 
inclasivity issue was "God-talk , "  
Nelson said . He said the seminary ' s  
pos ition could have been clearer i f  
there hadn ' t  been a constant 
" theological hassle . "  

Much of  this had to do with the 
gender attached to God . 

We may have trouble discerning 
the gender of  God , if God indeed has 
gender . 

What we do not have trouble with 
is  discerning the gender of  people 

some people merely  seem to have 
trouble acknowledging in  our 
scr ipture and sometimes in  preaching 
and l i turgy that women should be 
expressly included . 

Going back to the Greek text 
would seem to be an  e f f ective way to 
begin  to approach the issue . Nelson 
said if you want to get across what 
the Greek text is saying , you must 
use inclusive language . 

" I f  you don ' t ,  you are deforming 
the text , " he said . 

Nelson said he views this issue 
as a temporary crisis  in the l i fe  o f  
the church that w i l l  b e  rep laced by 
another . 

" The st ructure o f  Eng l i sh is  
changing slowly , but not by 
pol itical pressure . I n  another 1 0-1 5  
years , we ' l l be back to ' he and 
him ' , "  Nelson said .  Other students 
have reported simi lar  comments from 
other f aculty members . 

However an individual stands on 
this issue -- it is apparent the 
c�mmuni ty as a whol e  is struggl ing 
with the real ity of inclusivity . 

I t  is more than a matter of  
l anguage ; i t  is  a test in l iving our 
acceptance of a l l  people 
participating in the Gospel . 
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C P E  
Report  

Guide 
from Su r v i vors 
for Beg inners 

CPE HANGOVERS 

by Beth Devan 

Perhaps there wasn ' t  enough 
debr ief ing during pre-sess ion ; I 
don ' t  know . At any rate , I ( an ENFP ) 
keep f i nding CPE issues and images 
and vocabu lary cropping up at the 
oddest times . I took CPE quite seri­
ous ly this  summe r ,  and now.these 
bizarre th ings keep happen ing . When 
wi l l  it end? 

For i nstance : At the grocery 
store the cashier ( an I STJ ) 
cheerful ly asked , " How a re you 
today ? "  Pleased at this  obvi?us 
request for intimacy , I repl ied , 
" I ' m  feel ing rather anxious over the 
prices I ' m encountering in your 
store.today ,  and in a i s l e  # 3  t�e 
baked goods reminded me of  a time in  
my chi ldhood when my mother ( an 
ENFP ) . . .  " "Do you want your milk  
in  a bag ? "  interrupted the cashier . 

I looked f rantica lly  a round for 
the manager ( hope f u l ly an NF ) to 
step in and a f firm my need for a 
deeper level of shar ing , but be fore 
I knew it I had been whi sked to my 
ca r and stood holding noth ing of  
redeemable value except a few green 
stamps . 

Another example : My son ' s  
goldfish ( an I SFP ) died , only two 
days after  being acqu ired from the 
pet shop . In  my warmest pastoral  
voice I comforted my son  ( an ESTP ) 
and asked , " How does this  make you 
fee l ? " How was I to reply pastorally  
when his response was ,  "Oh , it 
doesn ' t  bother me -- it only cost 
$ . 3 0 " ?  

o r  for instance : At the birthday 
ce lebration of a fr iend ( an I NTP ) ,  I 
introduced a new party game , " Find 
the Hidden Agenda . "  

The game ended in  chaos with no 
clear winne r ,  but there were several  
interesting finds ( the host ' s  
shopping l ist from under the.  sofa 
cushions ; a ' lewd g l int in ohe ' s  
guest ' s  eye ; and something the 
bi rthday g i r l  stepped in wh i l e  
sea rching the f ront lawn . 

And a l l  in one a fternoon : The gas 
station attendant ( an ISFJ ) looked 
at me strange ly when I hugged her 
and emoted , "Oh ,  I feel so safe and 
secure when you f i l l  my tank with 
regula r . "  

The dentist ( an ESTJ ) refer red me 
to another kind of  spec i a l i st when I 
refused to let him into my mouth 
with h i s  wrench set unless he would 
also  be open with me . I found out 
that Western Union ( run by ISTJ ' s )  
wil l  not let you send genograms by 
day or  by night . And the sanitation 
department left me holding the bag 
when I tr ied discussing with them 
some of the rea l garbage I have in 
my l i fe . 

--

F inal l y :  CPE taught me to respond 
to people where they ' re at,  without 
imposing my values on them . 

Last week I saw a masked burg lar 
( an ESTP ) leaving the hospita l with 
a te levision set and some plastic 
bags f u l l  of jewe l ry and watches . 

I said : "You ' re not just another 
f r iendly vis itor , a re you ? "  He said : 
"You ' re not j ust another pretty 
face , e ithe r .  Get out of  my way ,  
lady ! "  I said : " You seem upset and a 
wee bet on the defens ive . Would you 
care to share more of those feelings 
with me over a cup of tea in the 
snack bar ? "  He said : "Maybe later , 
help me carry thi s # * @ * * % ! TV out 
f i rst . " 

Wondering how best to a f f irm this  
person ,  I said : "Couldn ' t  we just 
s it on th is bench and be present for 
each other? " He said : I ' m leaving 
with a yea r ' s  worth of presents . I 
don ' t  need yours . S ' long ! �  

He didn ' t  even wait to hear how 
that made me feel . 
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CPE Review 

For the benefit  of  the juniors , 
we present some e xcerpts f rom 
midd lers ' ref lections of thei r  CPE 
e xperiences . 

JANYCE COVNER JORGENSEN 
My CPE exper ience at the 

Westmoreland Hospita l , Greensburg , 
PA , was a great exper ience for me 
because I was encouraged to explore 
personal issues and then relate 
these is sues to my l i fe of ministr y .  
The supe rvisor , Rev . Ted Trout­
Landen , was sens itive to the needs 
of the group . The hospita l sta f f  of  
the 300  bed community hospital was ,  
for the most part,  helpful  and 
supportive . 

GARY BACHMAN 
I t  is  the supervisor that makes 

or breaks a CPE program . Bert 
Brewste r ,  the supervisor at 
Mid-Maine Medical Center , is a 
compassionate , caring person ; he 
knows when to confront and when to 
encourage . He knows when to take 
control and when to l et the peer 
group do the stee ring . He will  tear  
you down , but only  to rebui ld you 
better and stronger than be fore . 

TERRY ARBLE 
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At the Mid-Ma ine Medical Center ,  
CPE helped me get in  touch with my 
fee l ings . Bert Brewster gave us much 
freedom in how we handled visits and 
didn ' t  watch over our shoulders to 
see how we were doing . His door was 
a lways open . . .  he is a loving , 
compassionate man . Maine is a 
beautiful  area to do CPE . Bert w i l l  
try to find weekend preach ing ass ign­
ments for you . 

STEVE VERKOUW 
CPE was a great experience . 

Besides having an opportunity to 
live in New York City ( Methodist 
Hospita l ,  Brooklyn ) ,  I l earned a lot 
about myse l f  as a pastor and as a 
pe rson . 

OCTOBER 

LARRY WI LLIAMSON 
CPE at Spr ing Grove Psychiatric 

Hospita l , Baltimore , opened for me 
the opportunity to l earn  what 
hospita l  ministry is a l l  about as 
wel l  as learning the true ins ide 
story of those considered insane . I t  
can be a very rewarding e xperience 
in learning the role , the anxieties 
and the rewards in  wo rking with 
these people . It is a CPE that w i l l  
�ot �eave your l i fe unchanged , for  
it w i l l  help  you come to  gr ips with 
your ca l l  and the meaning it has i n  
your l ives , committed to o u r  service 
in  Ch rist .  

MATT THIRINGER 
I was at Robert Wood Johnson 

University Hospita l , a 300 bed 
teachi ng hospital in New Brunswick , 
NJ . I � was an e xcel lent , positive 
experience ! as a teaching hospita l ,  
the sta f f  i s  very supportive o f  the 
CPE program. Chaplains John deVelder 
a�d Cathy Bickerson each supe rvise 
s i x  stu�ents and , together , are very 
supportive of the r tudents ' needs . 

MARK RUSSELL 
My CPE e xper ience at Wausau 

Hospita l Center ,  Wausau , WI , was an 
excel lent one through which I grew 
personal ly and professiona l ly .  The 
cha l lenging ten week prog ram i n­
volved signif icant wr itten work 
some reading , intense group work , 
and much responsibil ity on the pa rt 
o f  the student:  to design and target 
learnings , techniques and su­
pervision , as wel l  as the ministry 
on the three f loors of the hospita l . 

I would recommend this  program 
to any se l f -motivated person . 
-Bonuses o f  th is program include a 
$ 1 , 00 0  s� ipend and the opportunity 
to work in a new , beauti ful , 
who l istic fac i l ity close to the 
Wiscons in  Synod , Missouri Synod , 
AELC , ALC and an LCA mission 
congregation . 

( cont . p .  5 )  
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DAVE WENTHE 
Lancaster General Hospital is a 

large hospital with an e xtremel y  
competent staff .  CPE students are 
immediatel y  accepted into the 
hospital community . Our program 
concentrated on a l l  aspects of pas­
toral care , especially those 
relating to the patient and the 
patient ' s  famil y .  The training and 
the experiences were worthwh i le . 

Ken Burnette is  the supervisor , a 
true professional in the best sense 
of the word . He is highly motivated 
and dedicated to the student as we l l  
a s  to the patients , staf f ,  and CPE 
program . Ken gave us responsibil ity 
a long with the authority that 
necessar ily  needs to accompany the 
responsibil ities . 

My experience at LGH was 
cha l lenging and demanding , and I 
learned a lot and enjoyed then 
experience at the same time . 

DAVID JOST AND TED RICE 
You don ' t  need to be a f f i l iated 

with the mil itary to do CPE at 
Wa lter Reed Army Med ical Hospita l . 
I n  fact , it ' s  kind of  f un to be a ci­
vil ian in a m i l ita ry hospita l and 
watch the workings of the Army " up 
close and persona l " . The supervis ion 
at WRAMC is  outstanding , with the 
th rust of  the program being educa­
tional and theological , with very 
little of  the psychological 
emphasis . The hospital staf f  and 
personnel are very suppo rtive of the 
CPE program and the presence o f  the 
chapla ins . 

LYNN MI LLER 
The Allentown Hospital is a 

general hospital that provides a 
student with a good , wel l-rounded 
opportunity for se lf-growth and for 
greater unde rstanding of  hospital 
ministry . I found the group proces s  
to be di rected wel l  by the 
supervisor , and he provided helpful  
individual gu idance with personal 
goa ls and objectives . 

TAH provides many options for 
students to experience hospita l 
chaplaincy : it has a regional kidney 
dialysis  center , a psychiatric unit, 
an neo-nata l intensive care unit 
plus maternity unit,  and approxi­
matel y  30 community clinic services . 

DALE SELOVER 
I had a very worthwhi le CPE 

exper ience this  summer . I worked at 
the New England Deaconess Hospita l 
in Boston , Mass . NEDH is  an acute 
care hospital , and they do a great 
dea l of work with diabetes . The 
program itse l f  is gea red to the 
"self -initiated " student . 

I found the structure had a good 
balance between group discuss ion , 
practical experiences with patients 
on the f loors , and didactic sessions 
conce rning both the medical f ield 
and ministr y .  Aside from the program 
itsel f  Boston is a great place to 
spend the summer ! I wou ld certainly 
recommend this  prog ram to others . 

JACK MURPHY 
At Lehigh Valley  Hospita l Center , 

-Al lentown , PA , I had an outstanding 
CPE experience . Three prima ry 
reasons for this : it is an intense 
clinica l  envi ronment , a 
shock-trauma/acute care center of 
4 7 2  beds with constant exposure to 
death tratlma , serious i l lness and , . emotional crises ; good peerage in 
the group , people of  similar age , 
mar ita l status , and life e xperiences 
and excel lent supervis ion of  very 
thoughtfu l ,  experienced and pastoral 
supervisors . 

DAVID  FRYE 
Requi rements for M . Div students 

doesn ' t  mean you must do CPE the 
summe r after your first year . I  found 
that in light of my recent marr iage , 
choosing to do CPE a fte r my second 
year became a very good idea . I  a l so 
learned that once you break out of  
the " regular"  schedu le , there are  
many options that ope n .  
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O P lNION a REFLECTION 
As We Struggle with the Call  

"Guide l ines for Inclus ive 
Language , "  the LCA exhortation for 
wr iters ,  editors , speakers -- and 
a l l  Christians , for that matter -­
is being endorsed by the LTS/G 
faculty as an appropriate standard ,  
presumably for  this  community . 

Ear ly in the semeste r ,  copies of  
the LCA document we re distr ibuted to 
students -- even now -- extra copies 
can be found in Valentine near the 
mai lboxes . Dean Krodel followed up 
with a memo , encouraging community 
members to be inclus ive . 

The essence of  the document can 
be seen in the opening statement -­
language has power . Most of us have 
known this  for years , but recently 
we have been cal led to rea l ly th ink 
about this issue and to act on  
such reflection . 

As Christians we are cal led to 
act responsibly in our use of  
language , to use  it in a " humane 
way ,  avoid bias , and take care not 
to abuse the humanity of others for 
whom Christ died . "  

An I ndividual ' s  Perception z 
Mrs . or Ms . 

The other day in Creeds class , it 
seems I opened mouth and inserted 
foot . I to ld Mr . Christianson I 
prefer to be Mrs . Mylod rather than 
Ms . Mylod . I have been Mrs . for 2 2  
years and have no des ire to change 
to Ms . 

Twenty-two years ago , Ms . magaz ine 
was sti l l  in an embryonic phase -­
Helen Gur ley Brown was not the edi­
tor of  Cosmopo l itan ,  and I was not 
embarrassed to buy it as I would be 
now . Mrs . was a safe and proper way 
for a ma rr ied woman to be addres sed . 

This was not the case for long . 
Women began to retain the ir  

ma iden names when they got mar r ied . 
Sing le women changed from Miss to 
Ms . Equa l rights laws we re passed 
and " implemented . "  Of course , a l l  
this  meant i n  some instances was 

I tend to think we a l l  bel i eve , 
in essence , the veracity o f  such a 
cal l .  Christ ' s  command to love our 
neighbo r cal l s  us to sensitivity , 
among other things . What we seem to 
have trouble  with is the way to go 
about l iving such a c a l l . 

I n  th is  era , especia l ly -- with 
the change in which our language is  
being heard -- inclus ive language is  
necessary to prevent stumbl ing 
blocks in  the way the Gospel i s  
heard . . .  and l i ved . 

To be e f f ective pastors , 
preachers , readers , worship leader s ,  
teachers , and Christians , openness 
in attitude and f l uency in language 
that does not exclude people based 
on sex , race , ethnic background , 
religion , or materia l  or phys ical 
disability is  es sentia l .  

The strugg le among the community 
is apparent . May God give us 
strength to be patient with each 
other as we fight the good fight 
with this  most important Gospe l 
issue . 

-- Kather ine Cartwr ight 

employers had to reph rase questions 
to prospective employees to avoid 
class action suits . 

Regardless of  laws , women have 
made progress . Women would not be 
studying in the M .  Div . program here 
if they hadn ' t .  Women hold more 
important positions in bus iness and 
government . 

I do not , however ,  feel the use 
of Ms . is necessary for the advanc­
ment and equa l ity of women . I am not 
against its use . The trend toward 
inclusive language is bene ficia l .  

Women may have to work harder and 
longer to achieve desi red job status 
than men do . Such a monumenta l 
change in status wil l take at least 
another gene ration,  and as long as a 
woman is  comfortable with who she 
i s ,  that should be a l l  that is 
important.  

-- Sandra R .  Mylod 
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What Does it  Mean to be 
Inclusive? 

-7-

When the f a l l  semes ter schedule 
�f corporate worship was published 
in Septembe r ,  a page-and-a-h a l f  of  
recommendations from the Task Force 
sub-�ommittee.on incl us ive worship 
services was i nc luded . 

_ I mmediate reaction ranged from 
b l ind apathy to acute indignation 
that we were being asked to " rewr ite 
the Bible and the LBW . " Now , a few 
weeks later , the issue is not inclu­
sivity ,  the problem is  not inclu­
sivenes s .  

The issue is  enacting the policy 
and the problem is  we are not being 
inclusive . 

People should be made aware of  
the exclusive nature o f  much of  the 
wording in our worship practices and 
l iturgy . The l imits of language 
limit God and our thinking of God . 

I f  we , as preachers and leaders ,  
cannot be free to be abstrac t ,  then 
it wi l l  be that much mo re d i f ficult 
for our congregations to be so . 

What the issue seems to come down 
to is pastora l sensi tivity to the 
Word and to the community . At this 
seminary ,  we are very tuned in to 
the inclusivity issue ; many places 
are not .  

Student Alert 

The s tudent hea l th fund exists to 
help meet medical expenses and needs 
not covered by private insurance . 

The fund currently charges each 
s tudent $ 7 . 00 per semester . Benef its  
include cove rage of  80%  of  doctors ' 
bi l l s ,  as speci f ied in the student 
handbook . 

Unfortunately , the fund has 
�perated at a deficit f or several 
years and requires a long range 
� l ternat ive to its  current 
3tructure . 

We need your help to p l an this 
� l ternat ive . Please give us your 
i nput and answer the following 
�uest ions . 
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A student who d id CPE at a 
retirement vi l lage said inc lusivity 
was not a big deal at  that site . The 
people did not seem to care whether 
God was male , female , or non gender 
spec i f ic -- just as long as they 
could be told God was with them , 
watching over them , caring for them . 

As a learning community , we can 
be free to try  alternate forms of  
inclus ive worship , using the printec 
Mat ins service on Tuesdays and an 
a l tered , inclus ive order on 
Thursdays . 

We can be sensit ive to statement� 
such as " ( in the Matins service ) I 
feel left  out , "  and "God , the 
Mother ,  is of fensive to me , "  both o J  
which were said by a female student. 

This sensitivity should be 
a part  of  us , and the Task 
Force report is  asking us to 
work at making it a pa rt of  
each one of  us . Remember ,  
though , what our pr imary 
responsibi l ity is  here at 
LTS/G . 

As one s tudent expressed 
i t ,  "We are charged to preach 
the Gospe l . I f  inclus ivity 
becomes an issue in the 
preaching of  the Gospe l , then 
we are ca l led to make it  an 
issue . " 

-- David Jost 

Do you. have other hea lth  
insurance that  would cover regular 
off ice visits?  

Do you feel the student heal th 
fund shou ld continue to exist?  Why 
or why not? 

Do you have any other sugges tions 
or comments?  I n  the near future 
there wi l l  be a studen t association 
meeting to d iscuss and p lan the 
future of  the hea lth  fund . 

I f  you want any further 
information between now and then , 
p�ease ontact Marina Flo�es , Lynn 
Mil le r ,  Richard Pf leiderer or . , 
Richard Jorgensen . 

P lease p lace the questionnai re in  
Marina ' s  box . 
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Some Not-So-Theological 
Ref l ections 

by Scott M. Douglas  

At f irst glance , the fol lowing 
thoughts don ' t  seem to have much to 
do with seminary l i f e . More a stute 
minds , however ,  wil l  rea l i z e  these 
rambling mus ings provide irrefutable 
proof that th is  is indeed a f a l len 
creation. 

* The other day I was running 
down a two-lane highway and saw a 
car pass another auto in  the 
dotted-l ine section . It ' s  a safe  
assumption the person being pas sed 
was driving the speed l imit . The 
passe r ,  there fore , had to exceed 
the speed l imit in order to make a 
lega l ly sanctioned move . 

I n  other  words , the law 
encourages drivers to speed . Cops 
need only wait a l ittl e  past the 
pass ing section to nai l  the baited 
speeders , whose f ines help pay 
pol ice salaries . Obvious l y ,  then , 
the government establ i shes these 
dotted-l ine pass ing zones merely to 
perpetuate itse l f . 

Wel l ,  e ither that or  they ran out 
of paint . 

* Many times a s  I leave for a 
race my father tel l s  me , "Break a 
leg . " Does this  mean that when I see 
him practicing his hobby , wood­
carving , I should exhort h im by 
saying , " Cut a f inge r " ?  

* When presented in  his  
nomination hearings with speci fic  
deta i l s  of incidents o f  voter 
harassment , Wi l l iam Rehnqui st 
usua l ly repl ied a long the l ines of 
"My memory fails  me . " 

Here ' s  a f ine man to head a 
nation ' s  j udicial  system based on 
legal precedent . 
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* In  an  ef fort to curb drunk 
driving a fter basebal l  games , 
Memor i a l  Stadium i n  Baltimore  now 
prohibits the s a l e  of beer a fter the 
seventh inning . Since the vendors 
work on a commi ss ion bas i s ,  they now 
try to sell  the same amount of bee r  
within  a shorter period , mea ning 
people are  now getting drunk 
quicker . 

Furthermore , s ince the des i re to 
drink i nc reases with every bee r ,  
fans are  now leaving more toasted 
than ever before . We can only guess 
at the increase in  acc idents caused 
by th is  s a fety measure . 

* Einstein was r ight -­
everyth�ng _ is  relative . When washing 
your ha i r  it does n ' t  matter if you 
keep your head sti l l  and move your 
hands , or i f  you move your head and 
keep your hands sti l l . 

* Darwin wasn ' t  right -­
evo lution isn ' t  a lways a forward­
moving process . What e l s e  explains 
why anima ls  could speak on " The 
F l i ntstones " but now lack the 
abil ity? 

* Where l i es th� logic of diet 
soda d r inker s?  If you see one at 
7-Eleven buying j ust a drink ,  the 
low-ca l  s ipper wi l l  get get a sma l l  
cup , yet i f  that same pe rson a l so 
buys a family-s i z e  bag of  potato 
chips , then the earnest diete r wi l l  
get the largest drink poss ible . 

What i s  the thought process -­
the more diet soda , the greater 
weight los s ,  thereby a l l owing more 
food? 

* In 1 9 8 4 , Pres ident Reagan 
evoked the name and tradition of  
John Kennedy whi l e  campaigning in 
Massachusetts . 

In  1 9 6 0 , Ron was an active member 
of Democrats For Nixon. Is it any 
wonder we have a Secretary of 
Defense named Caspar?  
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Living in  the Two Kingdoms 

By Michael Long 

I f  we seminar ians are main­
stream , f l ag-waving , Reagan-proud 
Ame r icans , then our spring and 
summer vacation provided us with an 
I - feel-great-to-be-an-Amer ican 
a t t itude . Those of  us , however , who 
disagree with the ma inst ream have 
been Reagan-damned � 
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Consider the spring assault 
against Libya . Many became ecstatic 
when they lea rned of the attack on 
the Libyan terrorists and their head­
qua rters . Joyous shouts of "good for 
u s "  could be heard in Congress ,  on 
television , in restaurants , in bars 
and on s treet corne r s .  But what 
about the irrespons ible American 
slaughtering of innocent babies , 
ch i ldren , mothers and fathers? 

Did tha t ,  too , make us swe l l  with 
that good fee l ing? Glori fying in the 
deaths of innocent people who had no 
say in their  government ' s  pol icies 
does not register as a victory 
against  terrorism . On the contrary . 

And while we vehemently attacked 
Libya this summer for engaging in 
state-sponsored terrorism,  we gave 
monetary aide to the contras , a 
crime-r idden crew of  terroristic 
thugs . I n  their fight  aga inst the 
forces of evil , the contras , l i ke 
their  Libyan counterparts , 
indiscr iminately k i l l  the ones for 
whom there is  no idealogical 
tolerance . 

The World  Court condemned us for 
supporting these " f reedom fighters " ,  
but that was only the World Court ; 
it  was not the U . S .  To hell  with 
world laws , to hel l  with the 
commies , we said . We a re Americans , 
by God , and no one has the right to 
tell  us whether we should funnel 
l iberty , in the visible form of  $ 1 00  
mi l l ion - money for  democracy , money 
for anti-commies . Money for death . 

A l though we turned our backs on 
the World Court , that does not mean 
we did not revel in some court 
deci sions , especia l ly if it is our 
court ruling against " sexual 
deviant s " . 
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The Supreme Court  ruled this 
summe r ,  in Bowers vs . Hardwick , to 
uphold laws prohibit ing sodomy . 
Great ! After a l l , real American 
males  hate such icky practices , even 
i f  the act somet imes involves love . 
To the real Ame rican ma le , the 
miss ionary man is  the ul timate . 

More than a case in poin t :  Edwin 
Meese , Mr . Miss ionary Man himse l f , 
told us this summer , th rough the 
Attorney General ' s  Commi ss ion on 
Pornography ,  that pornography -- a l l  
of  i t  - - should be censored , declar­
ed i l legal and writ ten out of l i f e .  

We must thank the commission for 
forcing themselves to look at those 
nasty picture s ,  enter those nasty 
booths and watch those nas ty 
perverts on stage . I f  we had done 
i t ,  we might have k i l led someone . 

Just as censorship was in vogue 
this summe r ,  so was the tac it  
support  of  segregation .  One of  our 
bes t ,  and last , treats ( threats ? )  of 
the summer was the confi rmation o f  
Wil l iam Rehnquist a s  Chief Jus tice 
of  the Supreme Court. 

Disregarding Rehnqui st ' s  
unequivocal , warm,  &f fect ionate 
relationship with segregation 
( separate-but-equal is " right " ) ,  and 
his  bel ief  in repress ion and 
a l ienation of minorities ( harassment 
of black voters in Phoeni x ,  
res trictive covenants on his  
property qeeds ) ,  Rona ld Reagan 
persona l ly chose Rehnquist to lead 
our nation ' s  judicial  sys tem . So 
much for j udicious j udgements from 
the judic iary .  

The confirmation of  Rehnquist  
closed the  summer with a bang , a 
shotgun wound to the Land of  
Liberty . The summer of  1 86  moral 
crusade was an attempt to patch the 
wounds of  the pas t ,  a past  in which 
Joe McCar thy was the embodiment of 
the Holy One . 

For those of  us who disagree 
with the crusade , we can only hope 
that what happened to McCarthy ' s  
crusade wil l also  happen to Reagan ' s  
crusade ; a dead crusade is  our hope . 
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by David S .  Knodel 

It seems that today we are in  
bondage , not only to our sin  but 
also to the mass media . 
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Advertisers convince us  that we 
need products we rea l ly could care 
less about . We are told what to buy 
and when to buy i t .  

Even music i s  sub ject to this 
phenomenon . 

Michael Jackson and Prince are 
good examples of how promoters sell  
thei r  acts . Record companies are 
more concerned with dollars and 
demographics than they are with 
musical qual ity . Groups and 
per formers  are not a l l owed the 
artist.ic freedom they enjoyed i n  the 
1960s  and 70s . 

Now musicians are l imited by 
formulas that sell  and are 
discouraged from breaking away and 
trying new things . 

I n  th is age of  ma instream 
stagnation there exists a new 
musical underg round that receives 
almost no media attention ,  very few 
adve rtis ing dol lar s ,  and can only be 
heard on a few avant-garde radio 
stations . Th is new genre is  commonly  
known as  New Age music . 

It is  impossible to place any 
exact labe ls on New Age music . It is 
the combination of several  d i f ferent 
ex isting forms of  music : classical ,  
jazz , fol k ,  and rock . The instru­
ments vary f rom acoustic to synth­
esized ,  and there are almost no 
lyrics . 

Label ing becomes impossible 
because such diverse recordings are 
being released under the umbrella of  
New Age music . 

Some artists play solo guitar  or 
solo piano ; some are acoustic 
ensembles which seem to be a new 
form of chamber mus i c ;  some are 
enti rely synthetically  produced . 
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I n  add ition , the ways in which 
var ious a rtists combine and move 
between dif ferent musical forms 
create some unique sounds and 
styles . 

Because the record compan i es 
which produce New Age mus ic do not 
advertise , they rely  on word-of­
mouth commun ication to se l l  records 
and compact d iscs . 

Throughout the year , I wi l l  be 
highlighting d i f ferent artists and 
groups . I n  th is  way I can pass on 
what others have g iven me , an 
opportunity to explore a new field 
of  music that has remained outs ide 
the bounds of  pop music . 

Paul Winter is  an artist who 
works with an ensemble  often known 
as the Paul Winter Consort . His  
mus ic is prima r i l y  jazz  or iented . 
Sev�n years ago , he began recording 
mus ic in the Grand Canyon and in  the 
Cathedral  of St . John the Divine in  
New York . 

Ascending from the canyon ' s  
depths , a sole French horn sends a 
free improvisation bouncing o f f  the 
canyon wa l l s  and on toward the sun . 
Wi l d l i fe and the Colorado r iver 
offer  the only accompan iment in  
" Bedrock Cathedral , "  one of  the 
compe l l i ng cuts on an album aptly 
titled , " Canyon . "  

Another  improvi sation , high­
l ighting soprano sax and based on 
J . S . Bach ' s . "Air  on the G Str ing , "  
f i l ls the canyon . Both create a 
haunting ef fect as they f loat into 
empty vastnes s .  

Several  recordings have been the 
result o f  Winter ' s  seven year 
ef fort . Probably the most poignant 
of these is "Missa Gai a "  or Earth 
Mass . 

I n  celebration o f  Mother Earth , 
it is based loosely on the standard 
form of  the Mass , with a Kyrie and 
an Agnus Dei . The "Missa Ga ia"  is 
not a relig ious celebration per se 
but a celebration of the beauty and 
grandeur of our planet . 

Winter has long been concerned 
with ecology and peace , and recently 
per formed and recorded "Concert for 
the Earth " at the United Nations . 
His recording labe l is  Living Mus ic , 
I nc . , an appropriate description of  
how Winter creates music . 
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Not a b l e  on  Campu s 
Quest Invitation 

Ever wonder what Quest is? Ever  
thought about what thi s  group is  up 
to? Wel l , Quest is an educational 
and support group deal ing with 
issue s  of inclusivity in the 
mini stry . Last year , Quest dealt 
ma inly  with the issue of inclusive 
language and women in the ministr y ,  
and , whi le  we recognize that these 
issues  are sti l l  important and 
demand our attention , Quest is 
seeking to broaden its perspective 
this  yea r .  

Quest was instrumental in getting 
the Task Force on I nclus ive Language 
started last yea r ,  and it also spon­
sored a panel discussion on the 
topic of sexism in the parish . A 
la rge group of  students from various 
classes also met every Friday 
morning dur ing coffee hour to share 
and discuss personal reflections . 

This  year Quest wi l l  again  be 
meeting every Fr iday morning , and 
we ' re hoping more folks will  join us 
as we look into the problems of 
exclusivity facing men , wome n ,  and 
minorities , the aging of congrega­
tions and the mini str y .  

This year , Quest w i l l  also be 
explor ing the issue of God-ta l k .  It 
is  our hope to provide the arena and 
tools  for students to start thinking 
about this  important aspect of  
inclus ivity . All are welcome to join 
Quest at its 10 a . m .  Fr iday meetings 
in the Schmucker Lounge . We hope to 
see a lot of new faces and f riends 
there .  

--Lynn Mil ler , coordinator 

Dave will be happy to make copies 
of any of  the ablums featured in  
h i s  mus ic  column . Any person 
in terested should furnish a blank 
tape . 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT . . .  Recently , seminary community  members recei ved 
the S tuden t Organ ization 1 986-87 lis t .  TABLE TALK t ook a closer 
look at who f ills these leadership pos i t ions . 

* Total number of student pos i t ions = 96 
28 held by women 68 held by men· 

( 29%) ( 7 1%)  
leaders = 30  * Total number of s tudent 

7 held by women 
( 23%) 

2 1  held by men 
( 77%) 

o f f icers = 1 4  * Total number of student 
1 held by women 

( 7%) 
1 3  held by men 

( 93%) 
( note  of the f i ve presidents , all are men ) 

S tudent Assoc iat ion Off icers 
Class Of f icers 
Refectory Board Off icers 
S . A .  S tanding Comm i t tee Chairs 

0 women 
0 women 
1 woman 
2 women 

3 men 
6 men 
4 men 
4 men 

( note  -- "off icers" refers to S . A . , Class ,  and Refec tory Board . 
"Leaders" refers to the above , as well as all comm i t tee and 

organizat ion chai rpersons and coord ina tors . )  

The Re�is trar repor ts  women make up 35% of  M . Div . , M . A . R .  
and Speci al s tudent programs . 



TABLE TALK - 1 2- OCTOBER 

On July 28 , t h is past summer , the  seminary was shocked to r ec e i ve 
the news of  the sudden and tragic death  of Dr . James Tipton , V i ce­
Pres ident for Resource Development . He h ad suf fered a heart a t t ack 
wh i l e  vacat i oning with  his  fam i l y  i n  Ocean C i t y ,  Maryl and . 

Though Jim ' s  respons ibi l i t i es d i d  not involve regular con tac t 
with  s tuden ts and f requen t l y  took h im away f rom the campus , h i s  vibrant 
persona l i t y  made h im a well-known f igure t o  the  whole  seminary commun i t y . 
S tuden ts who came to know h im found h im a devoted f r i end and a valued 
mentor . He  had a deep concern for the qual i t y  of  m i n i s t ry in t h e  church 
and saw h i s  work as a development o f f icer in  those terms . His sense of  
h umor was quick and infect ious and s tuden t s ,  as  wel l  as  facu l t y  and 
staff  col l eagues , miss h i s  ready w i t  and hearty l augh . 

Jim Tipton was one of  the  early  "second career" s tuden ts at  the  
seminary . He had  worked in  P i t tsburgh as  a sani tary engineer ( af t er a 
degree from h i s  beloved Penn S t a t e ! )  and as a sales represen t a t i ve f rom 
Parke-Davis  Company .  Fol lowing graduat ion from the  seminary , h e  served 
as campus pastor at  Edinboro State  and as pastor of  S t . Paul , Drakes 
M i l l , Pennsylvani a .  From ther e ,  he was called  to Mess iah , Knoxv i l l e ,  
Tennessee . 

Though he  h ad no spec ial  background in  the  developmen t f ie l d  before 
coming to the seminar y ,  J im ' s  spec ial  g i f t s  soon establ ished h im as a 
leader i n  h i s  profess ional f ie l d . He  l ed the seminary ' s  developmen t 
work to new l evels of  exce l l ence and produc t i v i t y .  The crowning ach i eve­
men t of h i s  service was the $3 m i l l i on Cap i t a l  Appeal , w i t h i n  f i ve 
percent of  i t s  goal at  the  t ime of  h is death . Of that  sum , $ 1  m i l l i on 
was devoted t o  the modern i z a t i on and expansion of  the  l ibrary ; the  
remainder wen t to building t h e  seminary endowmen t .  Getty sburg ' s  f iscal 
s t ab i l i t y  is  in  large measure a resu l t  of  the l eadershi p  of  Jim Tipton 
brough t to the ministry  of  resource developmen t .  

More than dollars ( though no one woul d  minimize t h e i r  impor tance ! )  
Jim Tipton raised up f r i ends for Get tysburg Seminary . Everywhere h e  wen t ,  
people were a t t rac ted to t h i s  warm , giving man and to the i ns t i tu t i on h e  
represen ted . For many people who had n o  other contact wi th our school , 
Jim was Ge t t ysburg Seminary . H i s  h and-wr i t ten notes on every rece ipt for 
a giftwere signed , "Love , J im , "  and he both f e l t  and developed that  
personal connec t ion with  those who are the seminary ' s  f r i ends and supports . 

H i s  funeral servic e ,  July 3 1 , 1 986 , in  the Church of the Abiding 
Presen c e ,  was a f i t t i ng t r i bu t e  to a l i fe  generous ly  l i ved . The  chapel 
was f i l l ed with  hundreds of  people  from t h i s  commun i t y  and far beyond 
whose l i ves he had touched for good . The words of Qoheleth , 

"Cast your bread upon the waters , 
for you w i l l  f ind i t  after  
many days , "  ( Eccles . 1 1 : 1 ) 

describe the giving and the  receiving of  l ove wh ich  charac ter ized Jim 
Tip ton ' s  l i f e .  

Oc tober 1 ,  1 986 
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Poetry 
There ' s  Time and Place for the Good Old Song 

Why must  the music be always new, 
as if no prior s e l f  could express 

your current sense? 
What a fool you are ,  

never to listen 
for other soul s ,  

who have lived 
and have f e l t  

l ike  you . 

I Need to Know You 
Until I have named your faces , 
Un tiL I can feel  your dreams , 
I am jus t the lates t fixtur e ,  

who now shakes your hands 
and beams 

rol e-generic 
warm 

well-wishes , 
though with voice sincerely c lear , 

I ' m  no more than a social s eason , 
unless I shal l meet you 

here . 

( from in ternship ) 

* *  All  poetry on this page 
was au thored by J . S .  Comings 
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Site, Occasion, Clien tele  

The trouble with words 
is in fit ting them wel l .  

As t o  people and seasons 
you never can tell  

what wil l anger the  mind 
or discourage the hear t .  

I s  the tailor ' s  dil emma 
to s top 

or to start?  

Hypothesis 

A sub t l e  sor t ,  
this sel fish s tyl e ,  

That claims to be forge t fulness , 
when I don ' t wan t to take time 

to  process 
all  

those 
names 

and facts  
approaching 
jost ling 
crowding 
threat ' ning 

s pace reserved 
for me 
insid e .  
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j u st one more 

I dreamed I was a book : 
My spine was the  b i nding  
My  jacket was the  jacket 
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The note in  my wal l e t  was the i n f o  inside  about t h e  author 
My arms were pages 
My hands , paragraphs 
My f i ngers were words 
The d i r t  under my n a i l s  was t h e  arc h a i c  rul es of pun c t u a t i on 

i nven ted arbi trar i l y  by peopl e  i n  the  1 8 th century 
I fel t sor t of funny . 

Some thing  was wrong w i t h  my m ind 
so I checked mys e l f  i n t o  the  l ibrar y .  
I was overdue . 
I t  was t ime for an exam . 
Everybody knew i t .  
A l l  the  other  books wai ted in  the  l ibrary too 
as Doc tors of  Theology prepared to  s t e t h ascope our pages . 
Some thing snapped . I needed more words . 
I r i pped pages from others and s tuck t h em t o  my body 

unt i l  I l ooked l ik e  a spinach s a l a d .  
I rol l ed o u t  on to  the  s treet  l ik e  a n  enlarged h ead of  l e t tuce 
and was crushed by a bread t ruck . 

Before I d ied I remembered my Grandmot h e r .  
S h e  couldn ' t  read very wel l .  
She  d i dn ' t  know much abou t books . 
She wouldn ' t  know theology f rom a cheese sandwich . 
When I was a sma l l  c h i l d ,  before I could read , 
she held  me t ig h t l y  i n  h e r  arms 
and whispered gen t l y  in my ear , "Jesus l oves you . "  
Here ends the  l esson . 

Tim Craven 
Oc tober 1 2 ,  1 986 




