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Ailing Student Health Plan 

Forces A Second Diagnos is 
by Katherine Car twright  

I n  the  las t  few  mon ths , the  S tuden t 
Assoc i a t ion Core Comm i t tee has been 
spend ing a great deal of  t ime dis­
cussing the  S tudent Hea l t h  Pl an . 
The plan has had a dubious f inan­
cial  h i s tory and seems again to  be 
in  some amount of  f inancial trouble 
a l though a t  t h i s  poi n t , no one 
seems to  know exac t l y  how the plan 
will  fare this year . 

Projec t ions for t h e  semes ter , 
though , indicate the  plan w i l l  
re�ain solven t ,  accord ing to  plan 
coord inator , Mar ina Flores . Bu t the  
f inanc i al s i tuat ion is  serious 
enough to meri t  cons ideration not  
only by  the  Core Comm i t tee but  also  
by  all  par t icipat ing S tuden t Assoc­
iat ion members . 

The benef i t  of  having a h eal th  
plan is in i t s  covering medical 
expenses not covered by ex is ting  
h eal th  insurance deduc t i bl es . The  
Heal th Plan should not be used in  
l i eu of  coverage packages such as 
LCA Pens ion Plan, Blue Cross/Bl ue 
S h i el d ,  and other s i m i l ar programs. 

Membersh ip  includes all  enrol l­
ed  s tuden ts  a t t ending t h i s  seminar y .  
Spouses and other fam i l y  members 
are not normally  included under t h e  
fees o r  coverage , a l though t h e  
S tuden t Handbook Guidel ines s t a t e  
spouses o n l y  may b e  able to  j o i n  
the  plan a t  an add i t ional cos t .  

, 

Coverage inc ludes doc tor ' s  fees 
( l ocal on l y )  incurred at an office  
v is i t  or  during emergency room 
treatment a t  Ge t tysburg Hospi tal . 
Onl y  drugs and medicat ions admin­
is tered during such v i s i t s  are 
covered . Perscript ions f i l l ed at  
pharmac ies are not covered . General 
physical examinat ions and treatment  
for  chronic  cond i t lons are  not  
covered . Den tal and op tical  or 
oph t halmic care , h ospi tal cos t s ,  
or thopedic car e ,  psychological or 
psych i a t r ic f ees are also not 
covered . 

Funds for the  plan are carr ied 
by t h e  seminary under a spec ial 
account and are dispersed by the 
bus iness  o f f i c e. S tuden ts must 
report b i l l s  to the Heal th  Plan 
coord ina tor w i t h i n  f i v e  days of 
the v i s i t .  

Dues for the  plan are $8 . 00 per 
semes t er. Because of  an error , s tu­
dents were b i l l ed only $ 7. 00 this  
semes ter , therefore , s tuden ts w i l l  
b e  b i l l ed $ 9. 00 n e x t  semes ter to  
recoup the  l oss . 

The  coord inator may place  a mor­
atorium on t h e  plan i f  t h e  funds 
during a semes ter reach a $ 1 00 bal­
anc e .  I f  t h i s  h appens , a meeting of 
t h e  S tuden t Assoc i a t i on mus t be 
cal l ed wi t h in seven days to  deal 
wi th t h e  s i tuat ion. B i l l s  incurred 
during a moratorium w i l l  not be 
honored , bu t those incurred prior 
t o  and fol l owing such a moratorium 
,vi l l  be h onored . 
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HEALTH PLAN , con t inue� 
s tuden t Assoc i a t ion vres1dent 

S teve Verkouw said h e  sees the pur­
pose of the Heal t h  Plan as one to 
a i d  those who are deal ing with  ser­
ious f inancial s i tuation s .  He sugges ts 
we radically  alter the  plan so that  
only those who are real l y  strapped 
can benef i t .  

One solut ion h e  sugges ts l s  to 
channel Heal th Plan funds into  the  
Chapl ain ' s  Discret ionary Fund for 
d i s t ribu t i on .  These funds could only  
be  used for the abovemen t i oned 
c i rcumstances , and not for other 
d iscret ionary s i tuations . The 
chapl ain would  s t i l l  be responsible  
to the  Health  Plan guidel ines . 

Verkouw said in t h i s  way we might  
avoid claims against  the program 
by those who can af ford to  pay for 
these v i s i t s  even though , s tr i c t l y  
speak ing , they h ave a r i g h t  t o  d o  s o .  

" I n a Christ ian commun i t y , t h i s  
would seem t o  b e  a bet ter model than 
trying to  run a sham i nsurance 
program , "  Verkouw said . I t  migh t 
also fac i l i tate the plan ' s  avoid­
ing paying claims for people ' s  
i rresponsible use of the plan ( such 
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* *PLEASE NOTE we h ave a very 
l ong discuss ion on the inclu­
s i ve language issue reported 
in our cover s tory last  month . 
We real ize the length is 
ex trem e ,  but the opinions might  
be  useful , and if  not , in ter­
esting and def ini tely wor t h  
your t ime. Enjoy ! ed . 

-2- NOVEMBER 19i� 
as going to  t h e  doc tor for t� 
ment of a cold or sore throat ) . 

Seminary Bus i ness Manager Glenn 
Har tzel- agrees w i t h  t h e  wisdom ot 
Verkouw ' s  solu t i on .  He said  i t  
would  answer many o f  t h e  plan ' s  
f inanc ial  problems . Fur ther , h e  
poin ted out t h a t  our paying such 
low dues wi l l  usual l y  l ead to 
pecun iary s t ra i t s ,  espec i al l y  w i t h  
current r i s ing cos t s  o f  med i c al care . 

Har tzel repor ted , espec i a l l y  i n  
t h e  l a s t  two years , t h e  S tudent 
Assoc iat ion has had to  bail out t h e  
plan f inancial l y .  Th is  yea r ,  t h ough , 
the  S tudent Assoc iat ion budget i s  
s o  t i gh t ,  there w i l l  b e  n o  extra 
money to channel into an a i l i ng 
heal th plan . 

The complete  S tudent Assoc i a t ion 
can look forward to  a mee t ing  ear l y  
next semester t o  deal wi t h  t h i s  
probl em . Un t i l  then , the  best t h ing  
s tuden ts can  do is  to  regula t e  t h e i r  
c l aims against  t h e  plan , taking  
care  to  use the  plan  respon s i b l y  and 
c laim on l y  serious v i s i t s  i f  there 
i s  a real f i nanc ial  need . 

S tuden ts can also reflect  on t h e  
importance of h aving a s tudent-sup­
por ted bene f i t  furd for med ical  u s e .  
Are w e  w i l l ing t o  pay a small  amou n t  
i n t o  a program to  h e l p  those i n  t h e  
communi ty who have real f inanc i a l  
needs? 

TABLE TALK is  publ i shed mon t h l y  
b y  s tuden ts at  t h e  Lutheran 
Theological Seminary a t  Get tysburg . 

Opi nions reflec ted are thos e  of the  
author and do not  necessar i l y  
ref lec t the opin ions o f  the edi tor 
or edi tor i al board , the S tudent 
Assoc i a t ion, or seminary . 

Katherine Cartwr igh t ,  edi tor 

Editorial  Board : Dav id Jos t 
Tim Craven 

TABLE TALK , 62 W. Con federate Avenue , 
Get tysburg , Pennsylvania 1 7325 
All inquir i es should  be addressed to  
the edi tor . 
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Campus Sees a L ift le 'Comic ' Rel ief  

I was eating  d i nner a t  the Ke­
fectory the other n ight when I 
overheard a fuss at one of the 
tables . When I i nvest igated , l 
found out the people there were 
read i ng a comic  book which accused 
the Roman Catho l i c  Church of a l l  
k i nds  of paganism and early  church 
heresises . "Gee , golly , "  I thought 
to myselL " Jerry never told us 

I 

about thi s  i n  Creed s .  I better check 
this out . " 

So I f i red up my old  Plymouth 
Fury and went to the address 
l i sted in the back of the comic  
book . t t  turned out to be  thi s  
pl ace i n  Hanover called " Ozzy ' s  
Ultimate Chr istian Adul t  Bookstore 
and Toxic  Waste Dump . "  I parked 
at the back and i nqui red with i n . 

I was met by Ozzy and was g i ven 
a tour of the place by his  daughter 
who was dressed in her trad i t i onal  
Garden of Eden  fig  leaf sui t .  
"Maybe there is  someth i ng to th is  
Fundie  stuff , "  I thought to mysel f .  
We ll , needless to say , i t  was a 
revel a t i on . 

Let me tell  you about some of 
the thi ngs I learned . 

Did  you know that Pope John 
Paul I I  i s  the pale horseman of  
the four horsemen of the Apoca­
lypse? I d i dn ' t  know he was in the 
Polish cavalry during World  War I I .  

I found out Lutherans are not 
true Chr i st i ans because "A  Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God " is  a song 
about a monastery in T ibet where  
Luther worsh ipped Egyptian  sun 
gods . M i l l ions of souls went to 
hell  because of that song . Satan 
was pleased . 

Presbyterians are not true 
Chr i s tians  because they let a bunch 
of DMS Lutherans bapt i ze some of  
the i r  chi ldren at a Chr istmas party 
in Pi ttsburgh with skunk o i l . 
Everyone knows that skunks are used 

in orgies  to honor Baa l . DMS 
i s  a select order of  the Lutheran 
Church f i l led w i th the i r  best the­
ological  minds . Epi scopa l i ans 
( who are real l y  Roman Cathol ics ) 
are not true Chr isti ans because 
the i r  founder K i ng Henry ( not  to 
be confused with the r i ghteous 
K i ng Jame s )  bel i eved in having more 
than one w i f e . Episcopa l i ans in Am­
erica are called  Mormons . 

Before I lef t ,  Ozzy treated me 
to a cup of his  "home grown herb 
tea " . I t  sure beat  the hel l  out 
of bread and wine , let me tell  
you . 

As I walked out to my car I 
saw a dollar s ign ( $ )  i n  the 
sky w i th the words "With this  
sign  thou sha lt  prosper . "  

Wel l , that was i t .  I am a Bible  
bel i ever today . The f i rst thing 
I d i d  when I got ho�e was found a 
good Chr i st i a n  barber . C ' mon , i f  
I d i d  i t ,  so can you . Get r i d  of 
your l i ber a l i z i ng ,  backs l i d i ng ,  
Bible  comprom i s ing , p i nk-leftist­
Commie , DMS-be l i evi ng , i ns t i tution­
a l i zed rel ig ion . 

Become a soul winning , Bible  
bel i ev i ng , hymn s inging , dev i l  
cha s i ng , old fashioned , S p i r i t ­
f i l led Chr i s t i an . 

S i nce I became a true bel iever , 
I had a book publ ished , How God 
Put the Last Word on Ong .  I used 
to think I knew more than the 
Bible  too . 

I even speak i n  tongues u s i ng 
K i ng James Eng l i sh .  I f  i t  was 
good enough for Jesus , i t  i s  
good enough for everybody . 

Ybu remember tha t Fury? I got 
me a Buick now . Just thi nk , you ' l l 
have enough money for Sem inary 
now . You won ' t  even have to f i n i sh 
Sem i nary . I j ust  hope my synod com­
mi ttee understands . 

B i gned , 
Terry Arbl e ,  the True Be l i ever . 
Valentine  M i n i s tr i e s ,  I nc .  
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O PINION 8 REFLECTION 

COULD I T  BE T I ME 
FOR REFORMATI ON DAY AGA IN? 

by Jul ie  Pet erson 

Recen t l y  a f r i end showed me an 
unusual cal endar wh ich  had been 
gi ven to h i m .  The art work is  of 
bl ack people  in  tr ibal dress . The 
pic ture on the front cover is  of 
1 3  men seated around a table. One 
is  playing the drums. A scene for 
one mon th is  of  two men s tanding in 
a r iver , with an aud ienc e .  

My friend told m e  i t  took h i m  a 
long t ime to discover what  the  pic­
tures represen t .  They depict  the 
Last Supper and the Bapt ism of  
Chr i s t .  My friend had been unable  
to pene trate the Chr i s t ian imagery 
which woul d  have been apparent to h im 
immed iately  i f  the people had been 
wh i t e .  

I thought o f  t h i s  when I saw the 
banner wh ich was draped outside the 
chapel on Lu ther Col loquium day . I t  
was a beaut iful  banner. What follows 
is not intended to detrac t from the 
effor t ,  skil l ,  and good wi l l  that  
wen t  into  its cons truct ion and de­
s ign . 

The banner showed two open , wh i t e ,  
adu l t  male hands ; a shepherd ' s  crook 
and the words , "Thy Wi l l  Be Done. "  I 
have been cur ious abou t how many 
people  not iced the par t iculars of 
the hands. 

The appropria teness of the hands ' 
color and gender was d iscussed by 
the banner makers . They said they 
were concerned wi th the day ' s  theme : 
prayer and pastoral care , as wel l  as 
with  Lu ther and the Re format ion . 

The hands , upl i f ted in  prayer , 
with  a shepherd ' s  crook , and "Thy 
W i l l  Be Don e , " are symbols faith fu l  
t o  t h a t  theme. The hands were made 
wh i t e ,  and mal e ,  because that was 
fel t to be most represen tat ional 
of  peop l e  on campus -- s tat ist ical l y ,  
very true . 

I f  the  hands h ad been Ch1i0 ' S  
h ands , or dec ided l y  brown , o r  bl ack , 
or red , or y e l l ow ,  and/or femal e ,  I 
t h ink some o f  us may h ave  been 
jarred. I beli eve I woul d  have been 
j arred . I may h ave  though t ,  "Someone 
is trying to make a s tatemen t , "  or 
"Someone is trying  to say some th ing 
here. "  

There may b e  a tac i t  commu n i t y  
unders tanding t h a t  a l l  our hands 
are wh i t e ,  or male  -- or that  being 
wh i te and male is  a broad enough 
category in  which we may a l l  consider 
oursel ves represen t ed. And that t h i s  
is  the  w i l l  o f  God . 

I f  the  hands had been a d i f feren t 
s i ze or shape , or broken and twisted , 
woul d  that  have been met  with  sur­
prise? Were the hands whol e  because 
we of fer our bes t?  Does t h i s  further 
imply  that wh i t e  male hands are best? 

I f  there were no  eyebrows raised 
by the hands on the banner , there 
may have been assumpt ions of the 
commun i ty ' s  iden t i f i c a t i on with  
that  color and gender , no  ques t i on 
of  the appropr i a teness or symbo l i c  
exac t i tude o f  wh i t e ,  mal e  hands . 

I n  h i s  repl y to Katherine 
Car twr igh t ' s  anal ysis and ed i torial  
in TABLE TALK , John Matzke says , " I  
bel i eve what is  being imp l i ed in  
this  inclus i v i ty concern is  that  i t  
i s  bad form for us t o  c r i t i c ize  
each other." 

When John f inds h imse l f  feeling  
included and a f f i rmed during a ser­
mon , he cons iders t h i s  a problem and 
says , " I  do not need to be a f f i rmed 
in the  par ticular i t i es of my i n f i rm­
i t i es." According t o  John ' s  l et ter 
it seems he is  afraid too much gra�e 
may abound. 
I t  also seems that  because John does 
not personal l y  feel in  need of  inclu­
s ion , h e  is  not  able t o  be espec i a l l y  
sens i t ive  t o  t h a t  need as expressed 
by others. I wi l l  re turn to this , but 
f i rst  I would  l ike to c l ar i fy a f ew 
points h e  raised . 
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I do both  uphold and admi r e  John ' s  

adherence t o  t h e  central i ty of  Chr i s t . 
I n  h i s  veheme n t  defense of t h e  pr i ­
macy of  t h e  gospel , t hough , h e  has 
done both the  i n t e n t  and scope of  
K a t h e r i n e ' s  anal y s i s  and ed i tor i a l  
a n  i n jus t i c e .  

To beg i n  wi t h , t hese are two 
separat e  p i eces of wr i t ing . The 
f i r s t  i s  a journa l i s t ' s  s tead y ,  i n­
t en t i onal l y  u n i n f l amatory  anal ysis  
of an  ex i s t i ng s i tuat ion on  campus . 
The second i s  an unabashed ed i torial  
s t a tement clear l y  marked as  such . 

Katherine ' s  anal ysis  does not  
s ta t e  that  inclusive  l anguage� the  
focal  poi n t  around which  the  semin­
ary or Gospel pivot s .  The anal y s i s  
does explore the  nature and s tatus 
of this par ticular  issue on campus . 
Her s t a t emen t ,  " I t  i s  apparen t t h e  
commun i t y  as a whole  i s  s truggl ing 
w i t h  the rea l i ty of i n c l u s i v i ty , "  is 
prefaced by the cau t i onary phras e ,  
"However an indi vidual s t ands on the  
i ssue . . .  " 

I t  i s  not  assumed th at  the  en t i re 
campus i s  wrapped up around i n c l u­
s i v i ty . That i s  assumed i s  those  
concerned are not a l l  i n  agreement 
abou t inclusive language . In  poin t­
ing out " inclus i v i t y  is more than a 
matter  of language , i t  i s  a test  i n  
our acceptance o f  a l l  peopl e  par­
t i c i pa t ing in the  Gospel , "  Katherine  
is not "equating  Gospel w i t h  ' ac cept­
ance of a l l  people  par t i c i pa ti n g  in 
the Gospel , ' " as John states . 

What she  proposes is one ' s  
acceptance of  people who par­
t i c ipate in the Gospel i s  t es ted 
and revealed by one ' s  languag e ,  but  
even more so by one ' s  l i fe  ( non ver­
bal l anguage ) .  

As i t  has already been recogn i zed 
i n  a formal s t atement  read in chapel 
by Pres iden t S tuempf l e ,  the l ack 
of wheel c h a i r  ramps and e levators in 
our bu i l d i ngs makes a very c l ear , 
unfortunate s t a temen t about our l ack 
of accep tance of those  who wish to  
par t i c ipate w i t h  us , but  who are 
phys ical l y  impai red. 

To re turn to the  John ' s  concern 
for the Gospel , in the f inal  para­
graph of h i s  l e t ter , he  says t h a t  
"Pr imar i l y  and u l i tmately  Chr i s­
t i an preachers are to speak the  
Word of God i n  Law and Gospel . Then , 
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secondar i l y , inclusive  l anguage c omes 
i n t o  play . "  John does not see i n c l u­
s i ve l anguage as being d irec t l y  r e­
l a t ed to  the  Gospel . 

I n  h i s  refutat ion of Ms . Gench ' s  
sermon h e  s t ates i t  was a "model of 
i n c l us i ve l anguage" bu t at the same 
t ime , " I t  was not even vague l y  
Chr i s t i an l anguage . "  John does say 
the  sermon was " c l ever , wi t t y ,  even 
charmi ng" -- welcome news when some 
comp l a i n t s  aga i n s t  inclusive  l ang­
uage have been that  i t  can be awk­
ward , inel egan t ,  or c l umsy . 

I am not  sure I am c l ear on wha t  
t h e  probl em wi th the  sermon was for 
John . I though t i t  was wonderful . I 
f e l t  both admon ished and loved . Part 
of  the joy of the sermon was Ms . 
Gench h ersel f ,  because i n  h e r  I could 
recogn i z e  another woman , and therefore 
f e l t  welcomed i n t o  the  Body of Chr i s t  
before s h e  had s a i d  a word . 

I f  one has always been part of  the 
" i n "  group , i nc l us ion may be l acking 
i n  value . But  for anyone who has been 
on the ou tside , inclus i on is a price­
l ess g i f t .  I o r i g i nal l y  discoun ted 
my sense of c a l l  to  t h e  m i n is try for 
years because womrn in the pul p i t 
were an anomal y .  

Consider aga in my f r i end ' s  c a l en­
dar . I t  was not an at tempt to  make 
God in that  t r i be ' s  image , but to  
show c l early  that  t hese people  were 
also f ormed in God ' s  image . The Gos­
pel is addressed to them by name -­
they are abl e to  iden t i fy w i t h  the  
proc l amat ion i n  a crucial  way . Chr i s t  
i s  among them . 

I n  the Conf erence on Nam i b i a  on 
Nov . 8 ,  1 986 , Paul I s aak descr ibed 
the ways Sou t h  A f r ican wh i t es dis­
enfranch i se Bl acks . He sa i d ,  "The 
def i n i t ion of words is de termined 
by the  group that  has power . "  

The concern for inclusive  lang­
uage i s  a concern for al l the  d i en­
franc h ised . How can i t  be the Gos­
pel �eing announced i f  i t  i s  not 
aimed espec i a l l y  to the  powerless , 
the  es tranged , the  d i senfranc h i sed? 
Th i s  is the c l a im for inclus i v i t y . 
God says a l l  are accepted , in spi te  
of our par t i c u l ars , i n  spi te  of our 
s i n  -- t h i s  message shou l d  be por­
trayed by preachers . 
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John men tions the f reeing even t 
of  the Gospel . To pursue that , one 
would say the Gospel f rees us  to do 
the will of God . And what is the will 
of  God? That we love God , love neigh-
bor . 

Freedom to  love our neighbor means 
we encoun ter Chris t when we encounter 
the "least of these" : the poor , 
b f t  those who hunger for af firm­
a���n in the par ticularities of their 
infirmities . 

ON THE GOSPEL AND INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

by Robert Whi te 

Some beg inning assumpt ions and 
cautions : 

The church , like  any other i n s t i ­
tution con tinues t o  have w i th i n  i t  
those who use language t o  degrade , 
both consci ously and unconsci ously . 

S ince i t  i s  the primary means by 
which we communicate , language is  
powerful . 

By i ts very na ture , the church 
and the gospel whi ch br ings i t  i nto 
be ing are catholic , i . e . , for all 
and i ncluding all who hear , w i thout 
any boundary of race , sex , nat ion­
ali ty , or any of  the other bound­
aries human creatures are capable 
of inventi ng. 

Like i t  or not , we are  stuck w i th 
the sexual d i f f erences between men 
and women , whi ch d i f ferences do not , 
aside  from the obvi ous ones i nvolved 
i n  the conception and b i r th of a 
child , determine role s .  

I t  i s  incumbent upon all who 
would speak the gospel to work to 
i nsure that the i r  ways of speak i ng 
do not exclude anyone . Further , i t  
i s  incumbent upon the church , a s  
the community crea ted by the speak­
ing of the gospel , to be a commun i ty 
that works for j ustice , includ i ng 
the j us t i ce that might reasonably 
be descr i bed as inclus ive language . 

The issue goes far  beyond that 
of s i mply inclus ive language ; the 
attempt of the framers of the body 
which i s  to be the ELCA , i n  their 
attempts to be "inclus ive " ,  have 
created a way of speaking wh i ch i s  
contrary to the gospel . 

I f  our at tempt to  preach the Word 
to those people inside and outside 
our community is blocked by our own 
shut door s ,  inaccesible stairs , 
whitened images , and insistence on 
the male gender , it ' s  time for  R ef­
ormation day again . As the banner 

D " 
says , "Thy Will Be one . 

ln  the most recent d i alog , Carl 
Braa ten c i tes , as an example of  this  
contrari ety , a sta tement i n  f avor 
of quotas : "No one is as well  qual­
i fied as a woman to speak for a 
woma n ;  no one i s  as well qualif i ed 
as a person of  color to speak for 
people of color . The same can be 
s a i d  for men , clergy , la i ty , etc . " 

Braaten sees the error here 
to be that i nclusion i s  based on 
color , gender , sta tus , etc . , so 
that each i ndiv idual comes to 
speak only for herself or her 
group , rather than " sublimate those 
i nterests for the sake of the k i ng­
dom of God . " 

My concern i s  not to m i n i m i ze 
the neces s i ty to speak carefully 
and in ways that clea rly show the 
cathol i c i ty of the gospel we are  
called to  procla i m ,  rather , my  
concern is  that  we know what  i s  
our pri ority and so speak f i rst 
the gospel and then of the j us t i ce 
wh i ch i t  calls forth i n  i t s  
hearers . 
An analys i s :  

The gospel , a s  the word o f  God ' s  
prom i se to be spoken w i th i n  the 
communi ty wh i ch is the church , 
i s  antecedent to all assumptions 
that can be made about i t .  That 
i s ,  the gospel i ncludes  wi thout 
be i ng i nclus ive . 

O r  s ta ted another way , the gos­
pel i s  about only i tself , not about 
i nclu s i v i ty , not about uncond i t i onal 
acceptance , not about feeding the 
hungry and clothing the naked , 
but only about the saving death 
and resurrection of Jesus Chr i s t . 
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All of the forms of  what m ight 

be con s i dered under the rubr i c  
o f  j u s t ice result  from the freedom 
created in and for those who hear 
the gospel , but they must not 
be confused w i th the gospel i t­
self . 

Further , i n  a very real sense , 
when we a ttempt to turn the gos­
pel to work for  our own ends , 
however noble those ends mi ght be , 
we engage i n  wha t the reformers 
referred to as i ncurva tus se , 
the tendency to try to turn every­
thing to work for our own benef i t .  

on the contrary , when we speak 
the gospel , we speak f i rst  for  
God and then for  others , not  for  
ourselves. 

The word that i s  spoken as  
gospel in  the church is  a word 
spoken pro me , for me not only 
as ind ividual , but also a part of  
the whole of  huma n i ty to  whom the 
gospel i s  addressed. I n  some 
sense , i f  the condemnation of the 

INCLUS IV ITY A BUZZWORD ,  

EXCLUS IV ITY THE TRUTH? 

by William J. Cork 

Recent campus d i scus s i ons  of 
inclus ivity have made it appear to 
be a battle p i tt i ng men aga inst  
women. !t  can seem at  t i mes to be 
a female struggle for recogn i t i on .  

Portrayed in  th i s  light , i nclu­
s i vi ty i s  but an extension  of the 
inherent self ishness bequeathed by 
Adam and Eve to the i r  children. 

But inclus i v i ty in the light of  
the gospel means that Chr i s t  has 
broken down the walls tha t have d i­
vided us , crea t i ng by h i s  word a 
commun i ty ,  gathered around h i s  body 
and blood , where alien a t i on i tself 
is aliena ted. 

The " chief  a r t i cle " procla ims 
tha t we are members of  th is  com­
mun i ty not because of what we have 
done , but because of the gracious­
ness  of God . To  exclude anyone 
on the ba s i s  of works -- on any 
grounds other than unbelief  --
is a repud i a t i on of j us t i f i ca t i o n  
by f a i th. I t  says , " You m a y  have 
f a i th in Chr i s t , but that i s  not 
suf f i c i ent. You must also ... . " 
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Dona tist  heresy i s  correct , bad 
preachi ng , even sexist  preaching , 
i s  a word i n  which I can hear the 
gospel. 

Thi s  does , i n  no way , excuse 
the mi suse of language. It i s  
s imply another way of stat ing 
that the gospel is antecedent to 
the assumptions that can be made 
about i t .  

God speaks to each of us in  
a way that br i ngs each of us into  
commun i on w i th God and  w i th all 
others to whom God speaks . 
As the church , we must search for 
ways to speak whi ch man i f est , 
i n  the commun i ty wh i ch i s  the body 
of Chr i s t , what God has done for 
us . 

We can do  thi s , not out of any 
mi splaced desire  to " uncond i t i on­
ally accept " those who are  in  the 
same boat as we , but because 
i n  the freedom granted to us by 
the gospel we are  called to speak 
to others as God has f i rst  spoken 
to us. 

The h i story of the church shows 
that blank be ing f i lled w i th a 
plethora  of  works-oriented cond i ­
t i ons. Race , c i rcumc i s i on ,  sex , 
manner of worsh i p ,  place and day 
of  worsh i p  -- these are but a few 
ways i n  whi ch the gospel has been 
denied by our exclus i v i ty . 

Yet I wonder i f  there are  not 
other , more subtle ways in wh ich 
we deny the gospel by being equally 
exclus ive. I hear numerous comments 
which send the same s i gnal -- " F a i th 
i n  Chr i s t  i s  not suff i cient . You 
must also do  thi s ,  or tha t ,  before 
I can accept you as  a fellow Chr i s t ­
i an." 

" That church only has commun i on 
4 8  t i mes a year." "He ' s  a fund i e  -­
he really thi nks the B ible i s  the 
word of  God ! "  " Those who take the 
gospel seri ously will support the 
the l i bera t ions  movements  i n  La t i n  
Ame r i ca o r  South Afr i ca .11 " You ' re 
den y i ng the gospel if you don ' t  
change B i bl i cal language to be 
inclus i ve -- whether that language 
is referr i ng to people or  to God." 



TABLE TALK 

We may boast i n  our inc1us 1 v1 t y , 
but the preva iling prac t i ce of  
mak i ng social fads  the central 
content of our proclamat i on of the 
gospel makes our talk to be a li e .  

Ins tead o f  breaki ng down bar r i er s ,  
we are erect i ng bar r i er s  which pre­
sent a facade of l i berali ty. 
Instead of l i vi ng out the hum i l i ty 
of the cruc i f ied  Chr i s t ,  we par-
ade our Phar i s a i c  arrogance beneath 
a mask of love. 

Thi s  does not mean to say that 
the above-named i ssues are not 
leg i t i mate. But to assume tha t only 
those who are l i ke-m i nded are 
serious about the gospel i s  to con-

THE I NCLUS I VE LANGUAGE POL I CY : 
I TS PAST , PRESENT, AND FUTURE 

by Lynn Mil l e r  

As a member of  the Task Force on 
I nc lusive Language which actively  
addressed this issue last  year , I 
feel the  record must be set  s t r aigh t 
abou t where I feel  this seminary has 
been , where it is now , and where it 
is going relative to  inc l usive lang­
uage. 

Ge t tysburg Seminar y ,  commit ted t o  
an incl usive Gospel , addressed t h e  
issue o f  language through t h e  task 
force that developed Guidelines and 
S tandards on Incl usive Language which 
appear in the S tudent Handbook . As I 
unders tand it , this is part of  t h e  
inc l usive l anguage polic y .  

Another part of  t h e  policy is t h e  
Recommendations o f  the  Task Force Sub­
commit tee on I n c l usive Worship Ser­
vices , which are s t a ted to appear 
in the S tudent Handbook , but don ' t  
at  this time. 

These recommenda tions were in­
c l uded in the worship schedule and 
in forma tion ( green ) sheet  at the  
beginning of the  academic year. 

The task force ' s  work and sub­
sequen t policy documents are a 
positiv e ,  progressive step  for t his 
seminary. By no means h as the  sem­
inary exhausted the  work to be done 
r e l a tive to incl usive l anguage , but 
it is moving in the rig h t  direc tion . 

This needs to  be kept in mind as 
toge ther we a l l  work to better  c om­
municate  an inc l usive Gospel . 
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found law and g ospel -- i t  is to 
i ntroduce an i deolog i cal c i rcum­
c i s ion w i thout which one i s  not  
acceptable to God  or God ' s  community . 

Whi ch way w i l l  the Lutheran 
Church go?  I f  i t  follows i t s  present 
course , i t  r i sks  appear i ng to the 
world as a ch imera . I f  i t  hears 
the proclama t i on of  the gospel , 
there i s  no  telli ng what the future 
holds . 

Do we wish  the new church to be 
a truly i nclus ive communi ty , 
united by f a i th in  Chr i s t  - - or 
a "church " where i nclus i v i t y  i s  
a buzzword and exclus i v i ty the 
truth? 

I find it  unfor tuna t e  anct ctis­
h eartening th at  a t  t his poin t on 
campus , t h e  issue of inc l usive 
l anguage is one I feel  "sme l l s  bad , "  
puts people on the  defensive , and 
thus o f t en c l oses minds and h ear ts  
t o  h earing the  reasons for  using 
inc l usive l anguage. 

I mpor tant  in this , t h ough , I feel , 
is the  c ommuni t y ' s  l ack  of whol l y  and 
responsib l y  expressing t h e  r easons 
wh y we need to  use inc l usive l anguag e .  
B l udgeoning each other  with this new 
policy rather than ',ringing folks on 
board with  an educative emphasis wil l  
only l ead to  further probl ems , bad 
feelings , and a tearing apa r t  or 
our community. 

Gospel-oriented educa tion mus t 
be a very big part of our future  
dealings with the  issue of  incl u­
sive language. 

Many good things r e l a tive to  
incl usive l anguage are  h appening 
on this campus. The Worship Com­
mit t ee is devel oping a l oose-l eaf  
notebook that  wil l  inc l ude a revi­
sion of  Morning Prayer , new hymns , 
and r evisions of  h ymns from the  LBW. 

The President wil l be c a l l ing a 
task force toge ther to  explore ways 
for - be t ter imp l emen t ation of inc l u­
sive l anguage policies and the  issue 
of  theology and God-talk  

As  future  minis ters of  the  Gospel 
and j oin t disciples in Chris t ,  we all  
have a commitmen t to  incl usive min­
is try , in which inc lusive l anguage 
plays a par t .  I t  is my fervent hope 
and prayer t h a t  as a c ommunity we 
can work together t oward an educat­
ed , sincere embracing of inc lusive 
l anguage. 



TABLE TALK 

ONCE MORE , AND THIS TIME 

WITH FEELING 

by Randol ph Easton 

Las t  month ' s  summ i t  conference 
in Reykj avik between Presi dent 
Reagan and Mr . Gorbachev ended on 
a note of frustrat ion . The un­
expected and aston i sh i ng proposa ls  
put forward by the Soviet leader 
for l im i t i ng nuclear weapons ran 
afoul of the Pres i dent ' s  resolve 
to deve lop and test an SDI system . 

Yet the ult imate measure of  the 
success or f a i l ure of the Reykj avik 
summ i t . l i e s  in how our two nati ons 
act on the proposals  put forward 
there in the negotiations  whi ch are 
now tak i ng pl ace in Geneva , away 
from the i n s i stent glare of the cam­
eras and the anxious questions  of 
repor ters . 

The results of those d i scussions 
are of vi tal importance to you and 
me . On the i r  outcome h i nges the 
answer to the quest i on of whether 
the vicious spiral  of esca lation 
i n  numbers  of nuclear weapons which 
has cont i nued un interrupted s i nce 
the 1 950s w i l l  be broken , or whether 
we w i l l  be plunged i nto a renewed 
orgy of bomb bui l d i ng i nto the next 
century . 

Three Pres idents ago and three 
General Secretaries ago the hope 
of controll ing the growth of our 
nuclear arsenals was held out i n  
the SALT I treaty . 

The smi l es , handshakes , and g l i b  
words on that occa s i on may be sober­
ly viewed i n  retrospect as starkly  
at odds  with the drive to develop 
more and bigger bombs wh ich fol­
lowed , taking the form of  MX and 
Tri dent on our part , and SS-18  and 
Typhoon on the i rs . 
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I n  this  quiet  Pennsylvania back­
water , nuclear arms control and the 
d i spassionate equa t ions of deter­
rence are not f requent or persi st­
ent topics of d i scussion . I t  i s  
much more grat i f y i ng to talk  over 
and tackle i ssues that are c loser 
to home and in which we can take 
a more active and cons truct ive 
part . 

But somewhere in  the back of 
our minds we must remember that 
nuclear arms control is not really 
a d i s tant , abstract i ssue . It  is  
one that may s t r i ke very close to 
home . 

I n  a s i lo on the remote steppes 
of a far  away country there i s  r ight 
now a m i s s i l e  wi th our name on i t ,  
and a young person whom we w i l l  
never know h a s  a f inger poised at 
the tr igger to send it our way. A 
stark , s i ck rea l i ty of l i fe i n  the 
latter part of  the 20th  century i s  
that Armageddon i s  never rea l l y  
more than thirty minutes away . 

None of  us here has been in­
vi ted to the talks  at  Geneva , but 
we must follow the i r  progress and 
pray for the i r  success . 

Fai lure of the Geneva talks fol­
lowed by a renewed effort to ex­
pand our nuclear arsenals would be 
an unconscionabl e ,  profl igate ex­
pend i ture of our t ime and talents , 
commo d i t i e s  each of  our nat i ons  can 
put to better use . 

Out of Reykj avik a g l immer of 
l i ght  has shown , catch i ng the West 
for the moment unawa res . I f  sym­
bol i sm i s  of any value , I can see 
in this  a hope ful  sign . A gl immer 
of l i ght f rom the Eas t ,  where we 
l ook to the dawn of each new day . 
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Letters 
The wres t l ing w i t h  the issue of 

inclusive  l anguage made for a number 
of good a r t ic l es and opinions . I 
woul d  l ike  to  throw some f l owers and 
bul l ets  your way as I r e f l e c t  on my 
l i fe w i t h  inclusive  l anguage . 

A f l ower f i rs t .  A t  t h i s  year ' s  
W . PA - W . VA Synod gather i n g ,  G i l  
Waldkoeni g ' s  s i s ter was t h e  chapl ain  
for the conven t i on .  She  was presiding 
m i n i s ter at one of the Euchari s ts , 
and one i n terpol a ti on she made i n  
the Euchar i s t i c  prayer rea l l y  opened 
a door for me . 

She sai d ,  "Through Abraham and 
Sarah you promised to b l ess a l l  
n a t i ons . "  I t  j u s t  k icked over i n  my 
m i nd ; yeah , that ' s  r i gh t .  One 
couldn ' t  have done i t  wi thout 
another . 

Much i s  made of both their  par ts 
in the l ack of procrea t i on u n t i l  God 
chose the right  t ime . I am going to  
add those words into  my  Al tar LBW 
when I get i n t o  t h e  par ish . How 
abou t you? 

Poi n t  of ques t ion : d i d  I hear 
correc t l y  from someone in my var­
ious c l asses that  the Hol y Spi r i t  
was onc e  referred t o  i n  the fem­
i n ine mode? I f  i t  were ever possible  
to re turn to  t h i s  usage , it  m i gh t 
open some doors for others . 

I s t i l l  sense the anger that  
ar ises out of this  issue  from the 
groups i n vol ved . That , for the 
mos t par t ,  is the women ' s  grou p .  
Let m e  jus t cau t i on u s  a l l  t h a t  our 
prime mo t i va t i ng fac tor ,  even above 
jus t i c e  and fai rness, is l ove . 

We do this  for women because we 
l ove them .  We do t h i s  for b l acks 
because we l ove them .  We do this  for 
the poor and the outcas t ,  because we 
l ove them . 

I t  is when I expe r i ence and l i ve 
wi th a l l  these d i f ferent groups , that  
my  anger says , " I sn ' t  it  terrible/ 
wrong/ev i l  what is happen ing to  those 
people? ! ?" I t  turns to " What  can I 
do l ove my neighbor , to  be a l i t t l e  
Chr i s t  to  them?" 
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Our l anguage,  wh i c h  i s  so power­
ful , can be r e f l e c t ed i n  ac t i on em­
powered by t h e  Sp i r i t  o f  l ove . 

:-: --- 1 :wdul d  be i n teres ted i n  
hearing f rom our foreign 
s tudents on t h e  i ssue . Wha t  c omes 
f ir s t  -- l anguage or a c t ion? How 
have you been abl e to  be i n c l u s i ve 
i n  s i tuat ions t h a t  are marked by 
such extremes i n  Lebanon , South  
A f r i c a ,  or Nam i b i a? 

Thanks for l i st en i ng . 
-- Lans E .  Alexis  ( in tern ) 

( Does G i l ' s  s is ter have a n ame  of  
her own , or  is  her iden t i ty onl y  
through a male  rel a t i ve? Ed . )  

I was del ighted t o  open t h e  
TABLE TALK today and s e e  that  s o  
much of the i s s u e  deals w i t h  CPE . 
I am not aware that  a "CPE Review" 
has been done in TABLE TALK before 
and I think  i t  i s  very helpful  to 
s tudents who are curren t l y  app l y i ng 
to  CPE cen ters . 

Thank you for focusing a por t ion 
of the Oc tober issue on CPE . 

-- B i l l  Avery 

( You m i g h t  be happy to know a 
s im i l ar review wi l l  appear i n  the 
February i ssue . This revi ew wi l l  be 
r e l a t i v e  to  i n ternsh i p  s i tes . Ed . )  
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by Dav i d  S .  Knodel 

We , as a cultur e ,  are deeply 
rooted · in our Western o r i g i ns. The 
r i s i ng focus on America i s  mak i ng 
us somewhat myopi c  espec i al l y  to­
ward the va l i d i ty of other cultures. 
The best way to understand another 
culture i s  to par t i c i pate i n  i t  
f i rst  hand. 

V i s i t i ng another country a lmost 
a lways includes tr i ps to museums 
to see the art that that country 
has produced. Short  of a f i rst  
hand vi s i t ,  as AT&T says , " long 
d i stance i s  the next best thing 
to being there " .  The mus i c  tha t 
a culture produces and inf luences 
is a reflection  of tha t culture 
i tself . 

With th i s  in  mind , l i sten i ng to 
Luc i a  Hwong ' s  album "House of 
Sleeping Beaut ies " explores the 
enchant ing myster ies  of As i a . 

Hwong i s  a Chinese American who 
i s  cl imbing onto the crest of the 
New Age wave. " I t  i s  mus i c  that 
spr i ngs from a world culture , "  
( Time Maga z i ne , 9/1/8 6 )  i s  her way 
of express ing thi s  new phenomenon . 

The blend ing of East and Wes t 
tha t occurs in  her mus i c  goes be­
yond the use of both Chi nese and 
Western ins trumen ts . It l i es i n  
her impress ions of and inf luences 
by two separate and d i s t i nct 
cultures. 

Hwong ' s  mus i c  i s  cra fted w i th 
subtlety. I t  i s ,  at  t imes ,  i n d i s­
t i nct , l i ke a m i s t  cove r i ng the 
ground �hat.obscures d i stance. Only 
tha t wh i ch 1s close rema i n s  i n  
focus . A t  t imes the mus i c  i s  
driving , powerful , mov i ng toward 
f u l f i l lment. Hwong ' s  style  creates 
a true synthes i s  of  both cul tures . 

Nei ther trad i t ion i s  incor­
pora ted nor submerged i nto the 
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other . I n  " Mi d night Lu l l a by "  
the soprano sax wa i ls a blues 
for the day gone by. The flute and 
stringed instruments  gently  beckon 
the m i nd to rest. 

" Dragon Dance " i s  an impat ient  
p iece . The dragon is  on the move , 
danc ing , careening down the 
street . The compl i cated percussion 
rhythm portrays the many feet 
of  the dragon celebrat i ng the 
New Year. 

The j oyous i nterplay of the 
me lod ies  and harmonies , f rom i n­
strument to instrument , an ima tes 
the revelers who wa tch the dragon 
swing by . The p iece runs towards 
a cl imax and abruptly  ends i n  
exhaust i on. 

Whereas Hwang i s  j ust  beg i n­
n i ng her career , K i taro has al­
ready rece ived super star status 
in h i s  nat ive Japan. H i s  mus i c  
i s  elementa l ,  f rom the sounds of  
a runn ing  stream tha t open " Full  
Moon Story " to  images of a i r  
rus t l i ng through trees. 

K i taro ' s  mus i c  has the abi l i ty 
to place the l i stener in the midst  
of  a Japanese garden g a z i ng at  
the subtle per fec t i on tha t quietly  
surrounds. 

W i th more than 10  releases to 
h i s  cred i t ,  i t  becomes proh i b­
i t ive to l i st , let a lone cr i t i que , 
a l l  of h i s  works. For someone who 
has never heard of K i taro , the 
best way of introduction i s  
through "Live i n  As i a " .  

A result  o f  K i taro ' s  19 84  tour 
through parts of A s i a  that i n­
cluded China and Malays i a , the album 
stands as an anthology of h i s  
previous work . H i s  atten t i on to 
deta i l  and product i on br i ng 
this  ' l ive ' album up to the 
qual i ty of a ' s tud i o ' album. The 
respectful  quiet  of the aud i ences 
means that there are no screams 
or other d i s tracting  noi ses. A 
prev i ously  unrecorded piece , 
"Japanese Drums " ,  appears  on the 
album . I t  was wri tten exclus ively  
for l i ve per formances. 

Through the use of percus s i on 
a lone , K i taro  creates melody and 
harmony tha t are colorful and 
v i bran t .  

., 
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Notab le  on Campu s 
STUDENT ASSOC IATION UPDATE 

The S . A .  met for the  t h i rd t ime 
Nov . 3 ,  1 986 . The s i tua t i on with  the  
Heal t h  Fund was d iscussed at  leng t h . 
R�s ing prices of the  Fam i l y  package 
of the  LCA pension plan and pos-
sible  courses of ac t i on were also 
d i scussed . A mot ion passed t o  review 
and update  the  cons t i tu t ion to  reflec t  
inclus i ve language and possibly  other 
revis ions as  necessar y .  

Comm i t tee chai rpersons of fered 
their  f irs t reports ; below is a 
srn,11.1ar�/ :f°OJ: your lnforma t i on . 

.. th �_ t..: t i.c :, :  f:ico t t  Huber announced 
,:::., v:o:, ::l 1-20 against  Virginia  Theo­
; o�lcul  Seminary and 33-8 against  t h e  
Lu theran Theological Seminary , P h i l ­
adelphia. 

Fam i ly Life : Donald Knowl es re­
por tect . . .  offer ing a babysi t t ing ser­
vice for 1 6  chi ldren during the  
Oc t .  29 Euchar i s t  service . An  Advent 
par ty is being planned for the com­
mun i ty . . .  Fam i l y  L i f e  i s  in t eres t ed 
in serving both s i ngle  and marr ied 
s tudents . . .  Thanksgiving  dinner is 
being planned for s tuden ts  on campus 
during the hol iday weekend . 

Lec tur e :  Bob Wh i te said the  com­
m i t tee is i n teres ted in hearing wha t  
the  campus has t o  say abou t useful 
programm ing . . . may include "Share 
Hours" wi th s tuden ts and facul t y .  
Issues that  migh t serve as focal 
poi n t s  include Bl ack and Central 
American Awareness i ssues . 

Partners : Denise  Russel l reported 
. . .  two sess i ons so far -- one on Field 
Educ a t i on experience and one wi th  t h e  
chaplain . Carol McQuaid is serving as 
co-pres iden t .  

Publications : Katherine  Cartwr igh t 
repor ted f i r s t  issue of  TABLE TALK 
has been publ ished and the 
ed i torial board is  pl eased 
w i t h  t h e  d i scussion generated . 

Ques t :  Lynn M i l l e r  repo r t ed 
Feb . 4 ,  1 987  i s  projec t ed date  for 
f irs t God-talk lectur e .  Also  
told of plans for  brochure . 

Soc ial : E r i c  Lesher repo r t ed 
the  comm i t tee h e l ped to  pro­
vide beer and enter t a i nmen t f or 
t h e  Luther Bowl , Reformat ion 
ac t i v i t i es ,  and a Happy Hour . 

Soc ial  Ac t i on : Beth Devan 
repor ted many ac t i v i t i es . Among 
them are -- encouraging voter 
regi s t ra t ion , suppor t of  Peace 
Wal k ,  reception for Czechosl ovak 
visi t ing pas tor . Group is col= 
lect ing cans for World Hunger . 
( Pl ease use the  recep tacles i n  
the  Coffee Shop and l iving  un i ts . ) 

Cl ass presidents  had n o t h i ng 
subs tan t i al t o  repor t .  

QUEST UPDATE 

Ques t ,  a support  and educa t i onal 
group comm i t ted to  inclus i ve m i n­
is try , con t inues to  meet regul arly  
duri ng the  Fr iday morn ing Coffee 
Hour to address issues such as i n­
clusive l anguage . 

I feel i t  i s  impor tan t t o  s tress 
the support aspec t of  t h i s  group . I t  
i s  only through sharing our obser­
va t ions , percep t i ons , and f eel ings 
about issues such as inc lus i ve lang­
uage that  we can better  h e l p  each 
other in commu n i t y  grow toward a more 
i nclus i ve m i n i s t r y . 

Look ing to  the  future -- t h i s  
Spr i n g ,  Ques t ,  i n  conjun c t i on w i t h  
t h e  Wors h i p  and Lec ture/Special  
Even ts  comm i t tees , i s  plann i ng a 
series of l ec ture/d iscussion pres­
e n t a t i ons on the address of God, 
espec i a l l y  the Tr i n i tarian formu l a .  

W e  can also l ook forward to  new 
wors h i p  services , oppor tun i t i es for 
evalua t i on of i nclusive  l anguage 
usage in our courses , and the  amend­
ment of all  o f f i c i al seminary doc­
umen ts to reflect  i nclusive lang­
uage usage . 

-- Lynn M i l ler , coord inator 
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Poe try 

Sheeps k i n  Shepherd 

( Pressure , tens ion?  
What pressure , what tens ion?  
I j ust  put my books down and drove into  a car wash in  a snow storm 
and shoved poker ch ips into the coin  box expect i ng to get i ce . 
I don ' t  feel any pressure . )  

I dreamed I met Isa iah of Jerusalem on Graduat ion Day . 
He was s i t t i ng i n  the m i ddle of chapel next to Alex Crouch . 
"What d i d  I s a i ah say ? "  I asked President Stuempfle . 
"He  s a i d , ' Trust God . ' "  
I s a i d , "Gimme tha t degree . "  

( I  can ' t  beli eve i t :  
here I am , a child of the S ixties 
who sat in  front of the Viet Nam War every n i ght on TV in  1968 
w i th my draft lottery number in  one hand 
and my draft  card in the other 
wonde r i ng i f  the dead people on TV 
were people I played ball w i th last  week 
watch i ng K i ng fall and Bobby get h i s  bra i ns blown out in the k i tchen 
j ust  i n  t ime for Johnny Carson 
l i s tening to Bob Dylan i nsult my parents 
and th i nk i ng about Canada 

go to Canada hell ! I was s t i ll a v i rg i n  in  McKeesport 
trapped by i deals , the moving planets , and puberty 

so now , that proud flower child 
is scratching for tha t degree 
I would have ki ssed off  for a song in 1 6 8 ! )  

There are a lot of words  in  the B ible . 
Some people think thos e who don ' t  know Hebrew and Greek 
don ' t  know anythi ng. 
Some people think those who know He brew and Greek 
couldn ' t  buy a bot tle of shampoo at  K-Mart . 

I went home wi th empty pens and a lot of black shirts  
and  my  Dad asked me , "What did  you learn  i n  sem i nary ? "  
I remembered a ca f f e i ne exam h igh 
I remembered the t ime my hand slipped on tne blue book 

and acci dently wrote lyrics  to Bach ' s  Brandenburg Concertos . 
"Dad , "  I sa id , " trust God . "  
He smiled , " Come home . "  

--Tim Craven 
October 3 1 ,19 8 6  
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Vessel 

Somehow I ' m s t i l l  a vessel 
though I feel  so cracked and worn 

Somehow your l ove embraces me 
though I ' ve been such a thorn 

I can ' t  beli eve you work through me 
and yet I know you do 

Oh , use me Lord . I g i ve myself  to you . 

To truly surrender to the master ' s  
touch 
To be molded and formed by H i s  hand 

to be crushed 
to be formed aga in  

An ever changing vessel i n  his  hand 

To truly blossom in the Master ' s  love 
To be nouri shed by His  Word , by H i s  
care 

to be pruned 
to grow aga i n  

Always a new creation i n  H i s  hand 

Somehow I ' m sti l l  a vessel 
though I feel so cracked and worn 

Somehow your love embraces me 
though I ' ve been such a thorn 

I can ' t  bel i eve you work through me 
and yet I know you do 

Oh , use me lord . I g ive myse lf  to you . 

--David Eck 

Rememb ' r ing You the Way You Were 

Framed pi ctures on my dresser , 
crowded , 

L ike my hea rt , 
an ocean ' s  shore 

Where mem ' r ies  wash 
and leave the i r  trag ic  

Arti facts 
and nothing more . 

But love , that cradles ev ' ry pas s i ng , 
knows the sacredness  of space 

preserved aga inst  the tide , 
a moment  

Just  to  stop 
and see your face . 

--J . S .  Comings 
September 1 9 8 5  
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A Personal Answer 

What place has the pas t  i n  
the present I ' m l iving?  
What role , what doma i n , can  my  
yesterdays claim  

as  a refuge , reminder , res i s tance 
reflect ion , 

Time ' s  we l l  spr i ngs 
oas i s  
apoca l ypse 
mi rror 

whi l e  f l owing  
unfolding 

repr i s i ng 
renew i ng 

Creation embraces 
beg inning and end . 

As a r iver i s  
whole  

for  the lenghth of  i t s  cour s i ng , 
All  tenses of  l i fe coinc i de 

here 
in me . 

--J . S .  Comings 
September 1 9 8 5  

When Adv ice I s  A Prayer 

Learn to speak w i th all  your vo i ces . 
learn to s i ng through a l l  your range . 
A g i f t  i s  more than pract i ced habi t .  
Tunes are made when pi tches change . 
As God h imsel f ' s  revea led i n  persons , 
let  your breadth be offering  
As  ev ' ry stretch of  love and meaning 
Brings  you c loser to  your  K i ng .  

- -J . S .  Com i ngs 
September 1 9 8 5  

Credo : How You Say I t  Counts 

O_11_e ought to preach God ' s  word 
with at least as much pas s i o n  

a �  one spends making love 
to l i fe ' s  second pr i o r i t ies . 

--J . S .  Comi ngs 
September 1 9 8 5  
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Why i s  there the f i ghting? 
Why can ' t  we have some peace? 
Why a l l  the test i ng , 
To k i l l  aga i n ,  deceased? 

" A  war to end a l l  war s "  
That ' s  what they always say , 
Unti l  the bomb i s  dropped 
to w i pe them a l l  away . 

And do  the leaders of our lands 
see what they are  k i l l ing? 
Many innocent loving people 
Chi ldren , smal l  -- unw i l l ing . 

The sma l l  faces torn between 
Runn ing and stay ing , 
staying with the i r  rema ining loved , 
running f rom the raving . 

The men a l l  clad in  ambush green , 
Charging forward gladly  
Return home -- but some neve r ,  
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I f  God saw us d i sposing 
Of everything he ' d  made , 
I f  you could hear God talking 
What do  you think God ' d  say? 

Why do  people want this?  
Why don ' t  people care? 
Why don ' t  they stand up 
For what they know i s  r ight? 

Why do  they a lways  go with the crowd ? 
Why don ' t  people care? 
Why don ' t  we stand up -
Or are we too scared ? 

--Jenny Kuhns , age 13 

{ Included with the poem were notes 
ijenny prepared for a letter to 
Presi dent Reagan . Among her notes 
were the following comments :  

Pres i dent Reagan : 

And some l imp home , remember i ng sad l y .  

I know you w i l l  probably  never 
see my letter but to whoever reads 
it I add ress thi s  poem . Whatever 
happened to brotherly  and s i s terly  
love? I real ize you get  a lot  Why then do  people rej ect 

The f reezes and the talks? 
Do they want devastation 
Or are they scared of  folks? 

Folks who are not really 
As bad as  our neighbors say 
And we are as  bad as them 
So we shouldn ' t  talk that way ! 

War brui ses a nat ion 
And causes much pain 
Sometimes I wonder 
I f  our world  isn ' t  a l i ttle  insane ! 

How can we bring peace on earth 
I f  no one hears our plea 
For peace on earth to happen 
We must have trust and uni ty ! 

of  letters l i ke th� s ,  but thi s  
i s  how I feel , and I wanted to 
let you know . Why d i d  you refuse 
to take Gorbachev ' s  invitation? ) 
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Ques t ionna i re 

Every one of  us w ill complete some form of  i nternsh i p  before 
we graduate and pursue ca lls in  m ini stry . In  response to student 
concern over the opt i ons ava ilable for i nternsh i p ,  es�c i a lly 
as they a f fect working spouses and children in school , the Student 
Assoc i a t i on d i scussed the matter w i th the Student L i f e  Comm i ttee 
of the seminary Board of  Trustees . They have referred the matter 
back to you for some structured feedback. Please answer all or 
part of th i s  br i e f  ques t i onna i re .  We are  helpless in any d i scus s i on 
of thi s  matter wi thout some concrete data . Thi s  i s  important for 
all of us ; please take the t ime to wr i te ,  and return to my ma ilbox . . .  
Thanks ! Steve Verkouw and the Commi ttee ! 

Are you a . . .  Jun i o r ?  Middler?  Intern? Sen i or ?  

Are you marr ied?  Do you have chi ldren ? How many and how old ?  

I n  your op i n i on ,  what are the bene f i t s  and/or the d i sadvantages 
of the "preferred opt ion"  of  a third year i nternship  out of  town? 
( Keep in mind any or all of the fol lowing areas : learning process , 
pas toral forma t i on , fami ly , f i nances , seminary community , any 
other tha t you think of ) Do the bene f i ts outwe i gh the d i sadvantages 
or v i ce-versa?  

Do  you perceive any  of these opt i ons as  read i ly ava i lable ; 
_3rd yr . loca l 
_4th yr . ( wherever ) 
_Concurrent ( �  t ime i nternship and ½ t i me classes  for 2 yea r s )  
_Other ( please spec i fy )  

I f  so , would you take advantage of one of  them? ( Sen iors  and Interns , 
Did  you take advantage of  one of them? ) Please elaborate , pos s ibly  
i n  l i ght of the f i rs t  que s t i on. 

Instead of the internsh i p  model , some other denominations have a 
sys tem of ordina t i on into a d i aconate a f ter gradua t i on . Thi s  
possibi l i ty i s  d i scussed i n  the BEM document , and i n  the New Testament . 
I f  you haven ' t  heard of BEM , see your l i bra r i an . Hopefully you know 
where to f i nd the NT . Do you think that th i s  model for m i n i stry 
could  be cons idered by the new ELCA , g i ven that our doct r i ne of 
m ini stry has been relega ted to '' further stud y "  ( sa rcasm intended ) 
until 1994 ?  

l - -




