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I t ' s  hard to believe that the semester is  al reru::ly neari ng i ts 
conclusion . The semester has been f i l led wi th much exci tement ,  and I look 
fon;ard to even more next semester . 

I have chosen not to bore you with  a report or events of the Student 
Associat i on stand i ng corrrni ttees or related groups . You can read that i n for­
mation in the minutes from our past Student Association meet ings as prov ided 
by our secretary , Joel Benson . 

Instead , I would l ike to give my thanks to everyone who has hel ped to 
make this year progress as smoothly as i t  has so far .  Thank you for your 
hel p !  

And I would l ike to take this opportuni ty to address a couple o f  spec i f ic 
issues re lated to the Student Assoc iation and l i fe on campus . 

To begin with , I am concerned that portions of our Student Assoc i ation 
consti tution may no longer meet some of the needs of our commun i ty s ince t he 
community has changed over the past few years . Therefore , I wou J d  .l i lle to 
encourage everyone to read the Student Associat i on const i tution as printed in 
the Student Handbook . If you have any concerns that you feel should be 
addressed in regard to the Student Association constitut ion a..c, i t  now stands , 
please make me or any Student Association offi cer aware of your concerns . 

Secondly,  at our Nov . 9 meeting an extremely important i ssue was brought 
before the group. There was a motion from a member of  the Student Association 
to recommend to the facul ty/staff/administration/board that the sem inary 
community have a day of observation on Monday , Jan . 1 8 ,  1988 in remembrance 
of the nat ional hol iday honoring the l i fe and work of the great civi l ri ghts 
leader Martin Luther King , J r .  The motion cal led for a day off from cJ asses and 
a recommendation that a special service mi ght occur on that day to remember 
the l i fe of Martin Luther King ,  Jr . The vote was s i x  for , six  agains t ,  wi th two 
abstentions . To break the tie , I voted against the motion .  And I feel that i t  
i s  appropriate for me , a t  this time ,  to express my opinion on thi s  issue . 

( continued on page 3 ) 
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Sportsbeat 

by Lans E .  Alexis  

Luther Bowl 1987 -- Gettysburg 28 Phi ladelphia  34  

How can I put this  del j cately? It is  after all  a seminary pnper. A 
high ranking source said, and I do not quote, "We got stuck, shf\fted, 
ripped, they gagged us with a yel low flag -- in  short, we were robbed 
of the Luther trophy ! "  Is the team angry? Did we sul k  the rest of the 
afternoon? Did we say bad things about thei r  mothers? Of course not ; we 
forgave them. ( Actually, thi s reporter hA.d a beer and started thinking 
of the sermon he had to wri te on love that evening . )  

What's the scoop? Why must we forgive our brothers from our h0nrts? 
It was a close game. A team that hadn ' t  practiced since Mt .  St. Mory ' s  
humi l iated us a few weeks ear l ier did rea U y  well . We on l y  had a b11nch of 
l i nemen and a quarterback who runs more thon Mort i n  Luther .  We Jun e nothing 
to be Rshamed of ;  in fact, our receivers and secondary really  gel led 
through the course of the game . In fact, because they made such an effort 
at getting out at 7 : 30 on a Saturday morning, let ' s  l ist the team ( J ook, 
Mn, I got my name in print ! ) :  Sk ip Bal ko, Doug Swank, Dan Breda, Greg Berger, 
Martin Russel, Paul Sutter, Bnrry Baughman, Jeff Gowman, Jay Serafin, Joel 
Benson , and your intrepid reporter. And thanks to those great fnns, too 
innumerable to mention ( because I didn ' t  catch some of the wive ' s  names ). 

But enou�h of  this trivial i ty -- what really  happened? 
I t  was bad calls, all the wny . 
Point one : The refs had sped fica] ly explained at the begj nning of the 

game that when a player catches the ball, but has lost a flag by acc ident or 
b�, having i t  pul led off beforehand, the offense gets the ball where the catch 
wac; mnde. But when Paul SuLter made just such a reception, i t  was ruled in­
compl ete. Th is  has a bearing on point two. 

Poi nt two : Gettysburg had t i ed the game w i th less than two minutes to 
play .  Ph i l ade lphia  drove downfield . The wide receiver with the shirt that 
saj d BIG BIRD on i t  dashed down the s i de l i ne, accidentally l os ing h is  flag 
in the process . He therefore should have been i nelig i ble to catch the bal l. 
Bi rd b<>gins to trip over his own big feet ( I  saw i t, and I cannot l ie, by god). 
Jeff Gm.JJT1an steps over h im  in order lo intercept the pass . I would think that 
he had t he posi tion on the bal l .  But No-0-0-0-0-0 ! Jeff got called for pass 
i nt erference, and Phi l ly got the ball f irst and goal inside the ten . They 
score, they win . Boo h iss ! 

Point three, a mi nor one : 'I11ey cal led me -- me of a l l  people -- for push­
ing the one we cal l  " the House . "  I t  would take a bul ldozer, or Dan "Wrecking 
Rall "  Breda, to push the House . I tell ya, no respect at a l l ! 

So we lost, but we took comfort in the fact that we are al l justi fied, 
ond that Barry Baughman gave a rea l ly good shot to the Bird !  
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, President ' s  Report, continued. from page 1 )  

I read i ly i rl,...nti fy mysel f  as a "weak" Chri stian. Given a day off , this  i s  
what I would probnbJ y  do : sleep late and spend the rest of the day a t  the mal l  
shorping . I fee l that  this  i s  an j nappropriate way of obser\ i ng t h i s  day . I 
would much rather see the students having a day off from cl ass so t hat we may 
h11ve an opportuni ty to hear a special  speaker who might come to campus to 
address racia l  concerns , social ministry concerns and the l ike . Having the day 
off from class is  s imply not enough , i n  my opinion. So more can and shou ] d  be 
done to address the concerns that Martin Luther King ,  Jr. raised - concerns that 
are sti l l  concerns in our soci ety and for our ministry , For me , spending the 
rl�y being rem i nded of Mar.tin Luther Ki.ng , Jr . ' s l i fe and minis l.ry would be a 
more appropriate means of observation than spending the day in bed or in the 
mal l. 

TI1 i s  doc>s not need to be a dead issue. In fact , i t  i s  my hope that we , as 
a semi nary communi ty ,  can come up with some appropriate means of recogn j t ion of 
this  great civ i l  rights leader and preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ . If 
you have any opinions that you wish to express related to th is  or any issue , 
please contact any Student Assad ation officer or come to the nr.xt Student 
Associ ation meeting, which wi l l  be held on Monday , Dec. 1 4 ,  at 4 : 00 p . m .  This 
meeting wi l l  be open to a l l  members of t he Student Association - that i s ,  i t  
wi l l  be open to a l l  students on campus and off campus. 

An agenda for th j s  meeting wi l l be posted at least one week prior to the 
meeting . Any student who has some i tem to be included on the agenda is  asked 
to contact me before Dec . 6 1 1987 for the purpose of i ncluding i t  i n  the 
printed agenda . Other i tems may, of course , come from the floor at the meeting 
on Dec. l 4 .  

Good luck on those f inal projects and preparat ions for finals  and remember 
to  express your op1 n 1 ons on any i ssues you feel are i mportant .  

May God the Father , Son and Holy Spir i t  bless us now and forever. 

Lester Spies , 
Student Association presi dent 

To Table Tal kers , 

I was very i mpressed with Lans Alexis '  l ist  of topics on the World 
Party presented last issue , hut I think I ' ve got him beat . What fo l l ows is 
an a l phabetized l i tany of images evoked on "Bucky Fell ini " ,  the l aLest Dead 
Mi l kmen a l bum: 

art fags , atomic ferns , badgers , "Bal lroom Bl i tz, " blood org i. cs ,  Book of 
Love , boring bisexuals , bowl ing bal l s ,  camping , chemicR l wasLe , cows dru1ci P"' 
"D d d f d " 

' 'F- ' 

aze an Con use , Depeche Mode , deserts , d i oxin dumps , dip, Disney Worl d ,  
drunk Esk imos , Ecstacy , fel t  paintings , franks ' n ' beans , God , Graceland, 
IlardeP ' s ,  heal th spas , "Heartbreak Hotel , "  heaven , hel l ,  hiccups , "I am the 
Wal rus , "  " I  Love Lucy , "  intellectuals , Japan , je l lyfish , The Jung l e  Room , 
Casey Ifascm, K-Mart , knuck les , The Kormninands , L . A., l eather wh i ps ,  L ove Me 
Tender shampoo, 1..SD , lunch , Gavi n  McLeod , MO/\ , Edw jn  Meese, "Moody BluE::3 , "  
Mormons , Naked Truth ,  n i tro burning funny cars , Rich�rd Nixon nw1s owls 
paj nt ing ,  "Papa Don ' t  Preach , "  PCP, the pi l l ,  Planet X ,  poet.r;· , Por� land , 

1 

po1-·ertoo l s ,  E lv is  Presley ,  Publ ic., Image , Ltd., R . C. Cola , Ron and Nancy 
Reagan , rocketships ,  San Anton i o ,  Satan , Charl ie  Sexton , shopping mal l s ,  
Nnncy Sinatra , ski ing ,  The Sm i ths , Patti Smyth , Bruce Springsteen , statues , 
"Sunday Slumber , "  surfing , "Sweet Maryann , "  Tacoland, Texas , 'lhai land , "The 
Theme from S. W . A . T. , "  towels ,  Stevie Ray Vaughan , VCRs , Andy Warhol ,  weasel s ,  
woodchucks , and Yuppies. 

Just thought you ' d  l ike to know. 

Scott M. Dougl as 



.. 

-4-

Minutes of the Student Association October 1 2 ,  1987 

The first meeting of the Student Association for the 1 987-88 academic yenr 
was cal l ed to order by Preside�t Lester Spies a t  4 : 30 p . m .  The prayer was 
led by that wi ld and crazy Jan Davis . Lester welcomed e,·eryone and thanked 
a l ] for their wi l l ingness to serve and the work they have done so far . We a l l  
j ntroduced ourselves to one another and i t  was a real warm sensi t j ve t ime of 
sha•ring for a l l . The meeting contj nued after a short huggi ng session w i th the 
treasurer ' s  report . Mary Brady told us how much money we had and we all  
thanked her for that report , gave her support for her work , and approved her 
rPport . 

ca1MITI'EE REPORTS 
Lc-cture : Bob Le1vi s  says what he has been doing so far i s  letting p<'Ople know 
about lhe col l ege lectures . Ile a l so said the group i s  tryj ng to figure out who 
thE>y can get to speak for this year and wi l l  have a report soon . Some questions 
were raised by seniors about who was here last year and nobody was real sure so 
we just moved on . Thanks Bob ! 
Quest : Margarethe reported that the group i s  work ing on a s Latement of purpose 
and shou ld have i t  ready by the next meeting . They are meeting on Wednesdays at 
6 : 30 i n  t he Schmucker Lounge . 
Fnmi. ly  L i  fp : Mj)ce McQuaid reported thRt they wj  11 be off Pd ng babysj t,tj ng for 
Wednesday n j ght eucharist  services . They are also worl{ i ng on some communi ty 
nct i\'i t i. es and hope to have some planned real soon . They are also goi ng to send 
n l e t ter oul to incoming students welcomi ng them . 
Part ners : M i ke also reported for th is  group because Carol,  h i s  w i. fe, asked him 
to . Now i sn ' t  that -special ! Thi s  group meets every Thursday in  Schmucker Lounge ; 
l ook for nnnouncements in  the Redactor . The meetings are open to all . 
Publ i cations : Lans said that things are going wel l  and they hope to have regular 
i ssues of Table Talk th i s  year . Obviously they are doing wel l  - thi s  i s  the 
sPcond i. ssu� . 
At h leti cs : M8.rt i n  congratulated the middlers on a perfect l os ing footbal l 
senson . Martin also reminded those who are interested that there are sti l l  
more grunes to come. He also said that there would be vol leyball  and basketbal l 
th i s  yeE1 r .  

CL/\SS REFORTS 

Sen i. ors : t hPy are busy doing DPLs . 
Jun i ors : OK 
Midd lers : t hey are working on stuff for Co l loquiLD'TI 

OLD BUSI NESS 
Lester brought up the fact that the sexist  language in the cons t i tut i on of the 
associat i on has not been corrected. He saj d  that i t  would be corrected before 
next yenr ' s  pr i nting of the cons t i tution .  Lester appointed an a lt -male group 
to do th i s  job ( no he didn ' t  - just jok i ng ) . 

NEW BUS INF,SS 
Bob was volunteered to do the parl iamentarian job; he accepted and quick ly 
to ld Lec:;ter he was out of  order . 
The meet i ng t ime was changed from 4 : 30 t o  4 : 00 so that i t  did not conflict w i th 
fnmj l y  t i mes for eatj ng and being together . 
111e i ssue of Martj n Luther !Ung Jr . , Day WA S  brought up and the quest i.on was 
aslted why we don ' t  have the day off.  The semi nary last year had a commemera tion 
service and i t  was expressed that this was not enough . l t  was agreed that we 
needro more s t udent input on the i ssue and thaL i t  wou J d  be discussed again . 
Les ter brought up the fact that Pres idenL S tuempfl e  wi l l  be hav i ng sessions 
dea U ng with l he role of internship supervisors next semester . 
The i ssue of t he budget was brought up and we decided to wai t  unt i l  next month 
so Mary cou l d  gather up proposals from the different groups . 
Bob moved that we adjourn at 5 : 30 and there was rejoicing among lhe peasants . 
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0F THE STIJDENT ASSOCIATION NOVEMBER 9 ,  1987 

The meet ing was cal l ed  to order at 4 p . m .  by President Lester Spies . 
There were 1 8  members in  attendance . 

The secretary ' s  report was read and accepted wi thout revision .  The 
tre�suer ' s  report was tabled due to the fact that Mary cou ld not be at the 
meeting .  

PRES I DENT ' S  REFORf 
Lester reported that he and the c lass pres idents gave reports to the board of 
trustees and they were graciousl y  accepted . Lester a l so fel t  that the 
Co) 1 oqui t nn went wel l .  Lester reported on the pi.ek ing of the committee for the 
l i turg i cs professor and said that the persons have al l been chosen . 

CLASS REPORfS 

M i dd lers : the banner got done just i n  time for the Col l oquium. 
Sen i ors : some seniors are st i l l  work ing on DPLs ( you better get them done ) . 
Two synods have had the i r  interviews and al l the seniors passed with f l y i ng 
co l ors ( l i t urgical colors of course ) .  
Jun i ors : the junior class w i l l  be hosting a sherry party Dec . 4 .  Look for the 
announcement i n  the Redactor . 

STMIDING cxt-1MI1TEES 
Pnrtnr.rs : They wi l l  be holding elections for new offi cers soon - so says Caro l . 
Fam i l y  Li fe :  They w i l l  be host ing a Thanksgiving Day mea l for those who are 
here . They wi l l  a lso be hosti ng an Advent commun i ty mea l Dec . 2 .  Look for 
announcements in  the Redactor . 
P ub l ica t i ons : Lans i s  happy w i th how th ings are going so far and so are we . 
Social  Comm i ttee : They reminded everyone of the Pol ka Fest and of the free 
beer that w i l l  be ava i labl e .  
Lecture : Bob gave a very confus ing report and I was not abl e  to understand him ,  
so ask h h11 and i f  you unders tand come and te l l  me . 
Ques t :  They are planning to have four wine and cheese parties w i th a facu l ty 
member to J ead a discussion on i nclusive i ssues with the who le communi ty 
i nv i ted . The f i rst one is  schedu l ed for Dec . 9 from 6 : 30 to 8 : 00 ,  place unknown . 
They are a l so l ooki ng into poss ibly going to a conference . 
Ath l et i <"'s : Martin  reminded everyone of the Luther Bow l . He a l so reported that he 
purchased two ping pong paddles . Thanks a lot Martin for your outstand ing 
efforts . 
Soci a l  Act i on :  They have been doing something but nobody knows what they are 
do i ng . 

OLD nus J NESS 
Marti n Luther K i ng ,  J r .  Day was brought up and discussed . A motion was made by 
Mark Ba l dwin and approved that the Wednesday eucharist Jan . 20 be encouraged 
Lo be a commemorat i on service . A second motion about encouraging the 
adminis tration to let us have the day off was defeated . 

BUIXrET 

Lans moved that t he fiscal year of the associat i on be from Aug . 3 1  to Sept . 1 
of the succeed ing year , and this motion was approved . There was much discussion 
about l.he i ndiv i dual budgets of the commi ttees , and there were a l ot of good 
po i nts brough t up. I ' m not going to type them here though . After thj s ,  most of 
the corron i ttees gave up some of the i r  budgets so t he associat i on cou l d  get 
c l oser to bn l nncing . This was the origina l  reac:;on we began di scussing the 
bud�et - Lo cut thi ngs . Th is  discussi on was fru i t fu l  and the association ' s  
budget i s  bark i n  l ine . 

The mePt i ng was adjourned at 5 : 37 and the next meeting wi l l  be at 4 : 00 
Dec . 1 4  in  the LLR . 

Mi n\ltes h.r Joel A .  Benson , secretary . 
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/\d, ent Corronuni ty Meal ( Re feet ni '- ) 

/\dvent Eucharist (Chap<>l )  
Partners (Schmucker LoungP ) 
Wedding of Katherine Co.rtwd 11h t . , , ., 1 

Dav i d  J{nodel 
6 :  OOpm Wedding of John Yost and Mi 11Jy Or ndor f f  
7 : 30pm Social Action Snminar : Chemical Dependency , 

or Sex, Drugs and RoclmRol l :  2 out of 3 ai n ' t  
baci (Schmucker Lounge ) 

6 :  30pm QI 1cs t ( Schmucker Lounge ) 
7 : 30pm Pnrlners ( same )  
Go i n  PeacP , Havr a Merry Christmns ! 
Return i n  Anguish, Happy New Church ! 

t1ost people would agree that one should he a "mont l  pPrson" j n order 
to bP. n good pnstor of a congregat ion. TI1e shepherd must, after all , stand 
ns An Pxample before the flock . Unfortuna.te J y, seminad ans and c l ergy are 
AS susreptjble to sins as other people. In today ' s  world , it is even more 
dj ff icu l t  to discern between right and wrong si nce the Bibl e has no clear 
answers for somP of the "grey areas" we f i nd ourselves in today . 

Pastors need to be extra-cri tical about what they accept as r i ght a11d 
1.:ro11g in these grey areas since they serve to infl uence a coni;rcP,nt ion of 
br l i e\.<'rs . They must read God' s  directives, pray and fina l ly renrh into 
thr>i r hc-nrts for a moral decision . Some c l ergy, after goi n.Et through t h i s  
prO<""ess, hnve decided to divorre ; some drink a. J cohol ; each has certain arens 
of her or his  l i fe that s/he had to ei th�r admit in her or h i s  l i fe or reject 
ns f\ sh nnbl ing bl ock. Only God knows the hear s and mi nds of his  p0ople ;  onl y  
God knows i f  these pastors are acting i n  h i s  wi l l  or their own. 

[n Romans 1 4 : 1 4 i t  is wri tten "not h j ng i s  unc lean i n  i tse l f ;  but i t  i s  
1 11 w l Pnn for anyone who thinks i t  uncl Pnn. " Th i s  shows how t he whole jden of 
"morn l s " or "et.hies" is  subjective . The Trn Commandments serve as a good 
guidr for Pth ica l decisions as wel l  aP Jesw, ' condensation of t.hr Ten : love 
Goo nnd our neighbors as ourselves . We are forced to loo!{ inlo our h<'nrts to 
rl0ci cle wh'lt i t  right and wrong for us . Whi l e  drinking mn.y bP o. s i n  Lo some 
JY'r>p l r, oth<'rs have no problems with i t. There are Chrisl inns l-iho vehement ly 
rondrmn d i vorce whi le others have found reasons lo justify i t .  1110rp are so 
mrmy nreas that cal l for answers within ours<' l ves ; we need to rem0mbcr that in 
even thing we do, we should g lorify God. If lhaL is  besL served by drinking , 
or dh orce or abstain ing , so be i t .  

I f  we stand i n  judgment of a s ister or brother j n  Christ and decide his 
or h<'r morn l s ,  we tnke God ' s  authori ty from h i m .  Only hP lrnows the> lruth of 
n rlrri sion .  We need to guide fel low Chris ians , but i f  we judge we put ourselves 
h1to the crowd which cal led for stoning the adul terous woman .  Jrsus ' response 
to them bears repea ing here : "Let the one who is  wi thout sin among you be the 
fi rst to throw a stone." 
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In this  i ssue of Table  Talk, we once again  open up the can of worms 
that i s  God tal k .  Other pieces on these puges take issue with  the inclu­
s i ve language serv ice as those persons experienced i t. I wi l l  not defend 
their  points, but I wi l l  add my own opinions to sti r  up the cnn some more , 

Point number one : I l ove my s i sters in  Christ. '!here i s  nothing I 
want to say i n  thi s  p iece, nor do wh i le worshi pping in  chapel, nor wherever 
we may interact, that wi l l  cause us to be illlequal partners i n  being bap­
t i sed, cal led members of Christ ' s  Body. To do so woul d  be s in ;  Though i t  
may happen, this i s  not what I want . 

Two : Whi le we have made i t  a point  of our 'h'orshi p  pol icy Lhat no human 
i s  to be excluded in  our use of language in  our chape] services, the i ssue 
of how we tal k  of God has not been agreed upon in  stated pol icy. Many wor­
sh i p  l eaders have assumed so, l eading to argument, confus i on, and i l l  feel ­
i ngs. 111ough discussion o f  the issue i s  healthy, I bel i eve thi s  communi ty i s  
not, a t  this t ime, engaging in  a healthy discussion .  Time wi l l  tel l, and I 
urge groups i nvolved to make this a priority -- to create a hea l thy, loving, 
forgi ving environment to "ta l k  God . "  

My two cents : for the sake of practica l i ty, one must use pronouns at 
ti mes simply  to avoid awkwardness . For exampl e, "God has come to God' s  
people and set them free, " i s  a l i ttle awkward . I n  proper Eng l ish, one 
does not say, "Jane has come to Jane ' s  people and set them free . "  A pos­
sessive pronoilll i s  cal led for -- h i s  or her. Some choose to keep "hi s" in our 
ori g i na l  example, some choose to say "her" for God ; J f  not in t h i s  speci fic 
cnse, then i n  other God tal k. One could take the example and d i rect i t  to­
ward God, but th i s  i s  not true to the text of t he Benedictus . 

I want to make the case that because we are stuclc wi th an i nadequate 
Eng l ish l anguage, we wi l l ,  at t i mes, have to err on the s ide of say i ng 
"hi s", especial ly in  cases where God i s  possessi ng us, h i s  people . 

J be l i eve the doctr i ne of the Tri ni ty speaks to th i s  i ssue. The Church 
confesses God as Father, Son, and Ho l y  Spi r it. As Lutherans, we confess 
Chr i st as Savior, the one who justi fies us before God. Jesus cal led God 
"Abba, " Daddy -- he is a product of his cul ture . He was born into a cul-
ture that may not have heard "mommy." Jesus i s  a man -- thnt too i s  particular 
to the t ime that God chose to appear to us . I f  i t  were today, Jesus mi ght be 
a wom�n, or a Latin American, or a blacl{ South African, or an American-Asian 
orphnn l iv ing in the streets of Saigon. Jesus is God -- that is how God re­
vea l ed h imse l f .  When one tries to get around Jesus to search for God, he 
h i des himsel f even further i n  the person of Christ. We do not find an em­
bodi ed God, but a disembodied spirit, wh ich Luther cal l ed Satan .  Jesus is  
the Holy Spirit  -- it  has never been proven that the Bible separates the two . 
J n  put.ting together a l l these statements, we rilll up aga i nst  the male image 
of the Trini ty ,  I have stated before that the Spi r i t  was once given a female 
identi ty, but I am sti l l  unsure how to resolve that quest i on . We have Jesus 
j s  God i s  Spi r i t :  he, h im, and h i s .  

-

One cannot de-sex God, Jesus, or the Holy Spi r i t .  God revealed himsel f  
h1 a body . The ci rcumstances of an i mperfect, s inful world made that body 

· ma l e .  What one does w i th that in h i s  or her theology i s  of utmost s ignif i­
cance . How one deals with that in  various pastoral s ituati ons is a l so cru­
cial . How we as a communi ty may have to deal wi th  i t  in  our chapel services 
i s  to l ive with the inadequacies of human l anguage . 

How I trust God i n  th i s  powerfu] ,  divis ive i ssue to keep us i n  h i s  
Truth i s  by proclaiming with St. Faul that "there i s  ne i ther Jew nor Greelt, 
s l ave nor free, male nor female, for [we ]  are a l l one in  Christ  Jesus ( Gal. 
3 : 28 ,  NIV) ." Pax. 

.. 
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On Our Liturgy 
By Robert W. Jenson 

I had hoped to avoid the controversy about the " inclusive" texts and 
translation now used in our chapel , but f ind I cannot responsi bly do so. 
The decision by the worsh ip committee to promulgate these texts and 
guidel i nes has had i ts predictable resu l t :  we no longer have a common 
l i turgy , WhPn the authorized texts of our denominalion are used , and the 
rest of us say , e.g . , "him, " we hear voicPs cryj ng "God , "  When the 
al tered texts are used, there does not seem to be so much of the opposi te 
phenomenon . I ,  at leas t ,  w i l l  not thus v iolate our commonal i ty. But what 
th i s  menns is that I am reduced to si lence, since neither can I speak 
Lhese texts. 

The texts are perversions in  two ways. I t  is  the f i rsl which ful ly 
s i lences me . 

First . The texts are s imply not Christian or for that matter , 
Jewi sh or Muharrmedan or otherwise monotheistic. In a language l ike 
Engli sh , i t  i s  not possible to pray or proclaim a monothe j stic fai th 
w i thout the use of pronouns . For "God" i s  not a proper mime , i t  i s  a 
common term. A sentence l ike "God sent God ' s  Son" does not , therefore , 
establ ish that the Son in question is  the son of the f irst God ment ioned; 
for al l the sentence shows , i t  mentions two di fferent Gods. Indeed , the 
moc;t natural interpretation of the sentence would be that i t  praises one 
or another Valentinian aeon-manipulation .  

It will , of course , be repl ied that we al l understand that Lhis i s  not 
thP case . But wh,¥ do we Ullderstand that? Because j n  fact we have the 
or ig inal text ,  "God sent his  son , "  i n  mind. But what is  then ach i eved by 
havi ng he a ltered text i n  our mouths? Moreover , Lhis understanding w i l l  
rPma i n  only so long as the work o f  " i ncluc;ive" rewri ting does not 
succeed . Once the authentic texts have truly been replaced i n  our minds , 
our prnyer wi l l  be straighlforwardly polytheistic or gnostic .  

SPCond. The altered texts are for the most part perversions of 
bibJ ica l texts -- for which Lutherans ought to have more respect. And 
1 1

fl('r\'ers ions" is  the r i ght word , for the shi fts to which Lhe revisers have 
bePn drj ven , in attempting to avoid the pronouns wh j ch are essential to 
En�l i c;h translation of the texts , regularly al ter their  fundamental 
chararler . I wi l l  mention only two cases . 

1 he dev ice used to san i t i ze Psalm 9 5 ,  the Veni te of the Matins ,  is  the 
recasting of i ts praises from the third-person to the second. But i t  is 
not acc idental to the form of most  of the Psalter ' s  "hymns , "  that they are 
not in the second-person but precisely in the thi rd ,  And therefore i t  i s  
no� accidental to the theology of t hese hymns that they use this  indirect 
mode of address to God, a mode which ascends to address God only after the 
entire assembly has been swept into the address. 

Friday , Nov. 20 ,  we had a psalm-revi s ion in which "he" and "his" were 
avojderl. , without endless repeti tion of "God , "  by free use of the 
Tet rngramrnaton , "JHWII , "  -- at which points we were supposed Lo say 
"JAhweh . "  Now , since where the Tetragrammaton actua l l y  appears j n  that 
srune psalm ,  i t  i s  represented by "the Lord , "  th i s  is absurd. But worse , 
U1Pre is  good reason for the normal Christian cuslom of representing 
the Tetragrammaton in l i turgical use with " the Lord : "  respect for our 
Jew i sh sisters and brothers , for whom such utterance of the sacred name 
is  blasphemy . 

I t  may be thought that further effort wi l l  f ind more successful 
devices. There is no ground for such hope. For what hos driven the 
rc>vi sers to these lamentable tricks i s  that they are embarked on an 
imposs ible task , There i s  IlQ way to be Christian or otherwise 
monotheistic in Eng l ish wi thout pronouns. 



Kyrie E l e i son 
by f'nstor Daniel  V. Bi les 
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"Our L ord Jesus , you have endured the doubts and fool ish questions of 
every generat ion. Forgive us for trying to be judge over you , and grant us 
the confident fai th to aclmowledge you as Lord." 

It was an i ronically f itting prayer to conclude a recent Ma.tins service 
at the Get tysburg Semi nary. The service had been executed -- in more ways than 
one -- i n  accordance with the canons of the latest "re i ne Lehre" in the Church, 
i nc lus i ve language. For in  i ts travesty of text trans lation ,  i t  was demanded 
Lhat God ' s  revelation in  the past as recorded in  Scripture conform to our 
modern egn l itarian standards . The office of Morning Prayer was indeed some­
thing about which one can only ask the Lord ' s  forgiveness for our s inful 
pride and hi s endurance of our foo l i shness. 

As a case i n  point,  I take the f i rst l i ne of the Benedictus. Its f irst 
l ine in the RSV reads , "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for he has v i s i ted 
and redeemed his people." The LBW makes sl ight changes in the text to adapt 
the words to music .  But since both are , according to the pure doctrine of 
j nc lus i ve language , an offense to our notions of equal i ty between the sexes , 
the text was changed in  the service to : "Blessed be the Lord , the God of 
Is 1·ae l , who has come to our people and set us free . "  

What i s  wrong here? Simply that the text has been made to say something 
d if ferent than what i t  says in Scripture. "Hj s people" in  the Greek text and 
RSV ranslat i on clear l y  speak of a people who belong to God; this i s  not at all  
clear jn  the inc lus i ve language translat i on .  The very use of "our people" 
suggests that somehow we exist independently  from God and that God exists to 
serve us . 

Furthermore , i t  is  not at a l l clear who "our people" are . Does th is  denote 
the Church? or just our congregation? or our race , cu l ture , or nat ion? Are 
Jews i ncJ uded jn  our peopl e? Does this mean Chri st ians of every t i me and 
pl ace? The term "his peopl e" in the text points us beyond ourselves to the 
un i versal nature of the people whom God has chosen as h i s  own. In the end , 
"our people" fai ls i ts own test of i nclus i v i ty ;  i t  is  restricti ve , self­
centered , ambi guous , and fai ls  to speak of t he who l e  people of God , 

Agn i n ,  the author ( s )  of this servjce were simply i nconsistent. TI1e Lord ' s  
Prayer begn.n : "Our Father , "  -- undeniably ma l e  terminol ogy for God .  Yet 
throu�hout the preceding portions of the service , the congregat ion had been 
forcP.d to go through cumbersome and convo luted acts of l inguist ic cal isthenics , 
a J l to  avoid the dreaded thi rd person s i ngular mascul i ne pronouns . Why in  one 
instance do we freely  address God as Father or Son , and yet draw back in  horror 
when referring to the same God as "he , "  "him, " or "his. " Have they become as 
unment i onab l e  in worship as the name of God , YHWH , was for the people of the 
Old Testament? 

F ina l l y ,  what the trans lations of the Benedictus , or t he Veni te , or the 
Psalm or Lesson used i n  the service amounted to were not trans lations of the 
texts , but sermons from the poj nt of v i ew of how they shoul d  have been written . 
In  the end , the Mati ns service became one progression of confusion between 
the Word of God ,  and what is  proclajmed today. It was no wonder the officiant 
gave no homi J y ,  for the service i tse l f  had become one long sermon on what the 
i nc l usive language enthusiasts propose the message of the Scriptures is for us 
today. 

Admittedl y :  The Bible was wri tten in  a patriarcha l society and thus was 
inevi tab ly  infl uenced by i ts language. But i f  the l anguage of the bibl ical 
authors Appears to us as sexist or male chauvinistic,  than the proper place for 
den l j ng wi th  such issues i s  i n  preachi ng and teaching. There is d i fference be­
b.;een trans lat ing a text ond doing a sermon on i t ,  and one must respect the 
former -- i ncluding the parts which are "offensive"  to us -- in  order to prop­
er l y  do the latter -- i.e., preaches the Gospel of justi fication -- the Gospel 
i tse l f  wi l l  more than adequately and clearly address the issues i n  the text 



- 1 0-

which we find "offensive" to our modern sensibi l i ties . At least ,  i t  wi l l  cer­
tainly do so in better ways than semantic g}mnastics. 

Thi s  last comment leads directly to what is  the greater danger in  the in­
clusive language invasion of the l iturgy, distraction from our basic task of 
preaching the Word of God to the actual concrete situations in  the l ives of 
members in our churches. Frankly,  not once after reading scripture i n  a Bible 
study or worship service has a member in any of my pari shes -- both here and in 
Phi ladelphia -- come to me and expressed offense that the reading of Scripture 
was not done in " i nclusive language, " Can i t  be that th is  simply i s  not an is­
sue for the people in  the pew? That it is  just one more i nstance of people 
contriving isues of what they think people are bothered about or need to be 
aware of,  but which they in  fact are not and could care less about? Can i t  not 
be that the use of mascuine pronouns for God (and i n  other i nstances ) s imply is  
not one of the burning questions of thei r  dai l y  l ives? Might it  not be that 
their l ives are focused on more important and fundamental concer ns? Might i t  
not be that what they seek from a Bible study or a sermon i s  God' s  Word addres­
sed to their actual hopes and fears? 

Now , I get a rebuttal from people when I suggest this. I am told , "But in­
clusive language is an issue people need to become aware of and enl ightened 
about . "  A l l  of which is noth ing more than subtle comtempt for our members and 
arrogant presumption on our part that we think we know beforehnnd what " the 
people" need to become enl i ghtened about. It i s  just a current version of the 
hubris I saw and was affl icted by in the mid-seventies when I was i n  seminary. 
TI1en there were two hot issues. One was pol i tics : trying to show how wrong the 
U . S .  had been in V ietnam , be ing anti-Nixon , how the Republican party was captive 
to the devi l and how r ight the Democrats were , etc. The other was l i turgical 
refonn , this being the years leading up to the advent of the LBW . The impl i ­
c i t  message to seminarians was that we were being sent out as kni ghts i n  whi te 
annor i nto the pari shes to set right what everyone else -- pastors and lai ty -­
had screwed up. Now the hot i ssues are inc lusive language and quota systems. 
And the whi te knights are s t i l l  be ing saddled up to go forth in  the cause of 
right to set things righ t .  

A professor I once had defined the Gospe l as the uncondi tional promise of 
the tri umph of Jesus ' love , spoken to the concrete hopes and fears of i ts 
hearers . The inclusive l anguage issue is  noth ing else but a distraction from 
concentrating on this basic task of preachers . We do not focus on people ' s  
actua l fears and hopes ; rather , we presume to know ahead of U me what people 
need to hear and become aware of. We do not focus on the promises of the Gos­
pe l ,  but are bound i n  a l inguistic legal ism in  which we have to become more 
concerned wi th saying things r ight than saying the r ight thing , and very up­
t ight that we might s l i p-up and say things the wrong way . 

l low shou ld one deal with issues of sexi sm in  the parish? Not by sett ing 
out beforehand with a contrived agenda about "becomi ng more i nc l usive , "  which 
is then forced upon people as a mold they must f i t  into .  Deal w i th sexism when 
and 1,here i t  ari ses in the actual exerc i se of minis try . In my parish exper­
ience , for example ,  the issue most blatantly reared i ts head over havi ng , first 
l aypersons in general , and women in particular , as cormnunion assi s t ants . In 
boLh occasions the si tuation was resolved so that sex as a bas is for assisting 
i n  t he d j str ibution of the Supper was el iminated . Thi s  enabled people to grow 
in  their  understanding of the Gospel ,  and in us ing bibU cal and confessional 
criteria ,  rather than principles drawn from outside the Church , to resolve dis­
putes . 

Th i s  l itt le essay has s imply tried to present one parish paRtor ' s  reactions 
to the inc lusive language servi ce of Morni ng Prayer used at Gettysburg Seminary. 
I f  j t  causes future pastors to take some time when they get out into the parish 
to l earn about their  people and understand what is really bothering them, in­
stead of setting out beforehand with a set of contrived i ssues about what some­
one thi nks people are concerned about , or ought to become enlightened about , so 
much t he better. Where the Seminary wants to go with this i ssue now is  up to 
the Seminary. Perhaps an open debate on the matter , between professors of dif-
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d c>us, might be i n  order. I understand such thi ngs used to go on in the 
hurch . It seems Rppropri a  te the. t peopJ e 1,1ho are cal led Lo be teachers of those 

wil l become preachers and teachers j n  the Church would so such things for 
benefit of students and Lhe wider Church . 

1 

In  the meantime, Jesus , please endure wiLh your Church a little while 
longer . 

Dl VORCE AND 1llE CLERGY 
(Name of author withhel d  at request) 

One of the issues troubl i ng the Church nowadays is divorce, specifical l y  
di vorce of the clergy. The Centra l Penn Synod and Gettysburg Semi nary have 
chosen to take a hard line agai nst divorce and would l i ke to steer divorced 
peop l e  out of a c lerical vocation .  They ( I  presLUne ) take the i r  stand on the 
scri ptural injundion agai nst divorc-e (e.g. Mt. 5 :31 f . ; 1 9 :3ff . ) ,  on a 
theolo�y of monogamous marriage i n  which "the two have become one f lesh" 
c;o joi nP<i by God, an<l, I suspect, a lurldng consequentia U st fear that the 
Gos pe l  may be brought i nto disrepute by the goings-on of its professed 
servf\n Ls . 

A l as i n  rea l ity the CenLral Penn-Gettysburg l i ne comes into direct 
con f l ict wi th the re i gning i deology of the E . L . C . A . ,  the theological "pearl 
of �t ent pricP" and summum bonum ,  which is,  of  course, Lhf" dogma of incl us ivity. 
111e i df"o l o�y of i nc 1 usi vi ty c l a i ms not on l y  that men nnd 1mmen are equal 
p'.l t t ners i. n the ordai ned ministry of thP Gm,pe l ,  but should be numer ical ly  
criu� J as 1:el l ;  and t he Church shou l d  move nhead (not, mR.l �rc J11s l i ce Frank-
fur t  er, "wj th a l l  due speed, " but rigbL now) to do just that, enforcing itsel f 
with n quota system requi d ng 50 percent women on boards, commi ssions, etc . ,  to 
l:x> fo l l 01,1pd nd J itterrun s i ne gl ossa. 

Now 1,hP.rc the rub comes is that divorcP i s  not an Pqual opportun ity 
phrnornrnon among t hP ordai ned and the ordinand . It i s  rather one that occurs 
nmom� womrn fAr more often than among mC>n . And one that affecls womPn 
pflrlic-ul ar l )- After t hey have enrol led i n  sem i nary . Thi s  phenomenon ho lds true 
not on l y  nt. GPttysburg but at all mai n l i ne semi naries of wh ich I Am aware. A 
proh i bi ti on 'l�ai nst divorre i n  the clergy or those seeld ng ordination i s  one 
t hul i s  ni mC"d at women ,  because it wi l l  s l r ikr with morf> frequency at women . 
Qui te pr·oh."lb) y i t  wi l l  ensure that women rema i n  numerj ca l l y  i nfPrior i n  the 
L11Uwrnn C' l er gy nnd quite poss ibly, and indeed logical l y, be seen as 
c H srri m i  nn I ing a�n.i n!'! t women . 

So wlm.t i s  to be done in th i s  con f l ict bet ween Lheo l o.'( ica l  desiderata? 
For t he t i me hf-ing t.he Church cannot have a proh i bi t ion on divorce and an 
i nc l us i ve c l ergy n.t the same time . One t h i ng that the seminary should do 
i rnmPd i n t e l � ,  i f  i t. i s  RPrious about upholding both marri age and i nclusivity, 
is ho l rl a m�ndo.tor y pre-sess i on for married enro l lees that wi l l  explore with 
LhC'm whnt. it means to be married. nnd pursuC> a cl erical vocalion. 'lhat 
(rsrY>c i a l l J  for ma. l e  spouses ) it means subordi nati ng one's  own career for the 
dura t i on of srmi nr\l'y, that it means financial and emotional di ffi culties for the 
short Lcrm. In an; case the sPssions nerd to bring up the potential frictions 
i n  the m"rringc bc>fore Lhe pursuit of ordination begi ns .  

I hope thi s  Jittle piece is provocnti.ve enough that it can initiate 
informPd di scuss j on on this difficult i ssue .  



Question 
by Jon Vogel 

Old man , old man , 
What do you see? 
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Do you see your grandson look ing at you? 
What does he think , when he looks at you? 
Does he see age and death , 

or wisdom and l i fe? 
He gives you joy , and hope for the future, 

what are your gi fts to h im? 

Young man , young man , 
Whnt do you see? 
What do you think of the world around you? 
ls i t  yet a place of hope and chal lenge? 

of struggle and victory? 
You see the man before you , 

so wise and strong . 
How can he be beaten? 

He is the Man , the one you turn to , when the challenge 
grows too great.  

Keeper of wisdom , g iver of  strength . 
Guardian 
Protector 
FaLher . 

Young man , yolmg man , 
As you grow old 

conti nue the cycle,  
Do you f i nd what is meant to be in this  world? 
1he chn l len�es to be faced , 

the victories to be won . 
As you change from boy to man , 

Do you see the pri de in  an old ma.n ' s  eyes , 
as he watches you grow? 

Do you grow strong , under his  guidance , 
unci.er h i s  love? 

SLrong fathers , Lal l  sons , 
t he pride of one, the strength of the other . 

Do you find your love in  the world? 
t he companion 
the partner 
the friend? 

1 he one with whom you wi l l  share your l ife , 
raise strong chi ldlren , 

watch them grow , share their joy . 
grow old with ,  become one with .  

Li ttle boy, l ittle boy, 
Mint w i l l  you do? 
111e cj rcle is broken , 

the o l d  man is  gone . 
Where do you go , 

with your joys and your fears? 
The terrors that grab you , 

the victories that you win .  
Gone is  the wisdom , gone is  the strength . 
How can he lmow what you have done and become? 
Where i s  the pride that should have shone i n  those eyes? 
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"Dad ! I made i t !  I ' m here ! What do you think?" 

Little boy , l i ttle boy , 
What w i l l  you do? 
The c i rcle is  broken , 

the old man i s  gone 

August ,  1987 

Lovesong for Counselees 
by Pastor Kristine K. Franke 

Chorus : 
Hey baby , J wanna' actuate our dyad ; 
i n  a very real sense , get intimate. 
l£t ' s  f l esh i t  out ,  
Come on and flesh i t  out. 

1. Th is is  how I 'm feel i n ' , baby , 
and [ 'm  hopi ng you can hear me 
cause we gotta dialogue , 
a l l  the experts tell us so. 
J wnrma ' contract with you 
to be i nvolved. (Chorus ) 

A Psalm of Carol 
by Carol Gesalman 

I s ing your pra1 ses among your gathered people ; 
I shout your name from the h ighest rooftops . 

To learn your wil l is  my greatest desire ;  
To walk i n  your ways , my fondest wish . 

Yet my heart is  troubled , Lord. 
My rest i s  uneasy . 

My mind screams to know my past 
Yet my whole being flees in great fear. 

\,�ere are you , 0 Lord , in my mental agony? 
Where are you when my demons roar? 

Do not forsake me , 0 Lord ! Be with me ! 

You are my Strength and my Redeemer. 
Without you , I sha l l  be consumed 

In the ragi ngs of my mind . 

May 1 3 ,  1 986 

2 .  Some peopl e  may wanna ' play serial monogamy , 
but i n  contra-di st inction to them , 
I ' m  t i red of epi sodic coupl ings. 
Do you get my message , baby , 
and can you apply  the appropriate meaning? 
Let ' s  engage in mutual give and take ; 
l et ' s  establish some quid pro quos. (Chorus ) 

3 .  You And me , we can instigate a new encounter ,  
we can relate through creative engagement. 
I 'm hopjng we can share 
our rPspcctive individuation .  
We just gotta ' impinge our affection on one another. 
I ' m  sure our complimentarity wil l  be enabling. (Chorus ) 
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Please, Have Thi rds 
by Scott M. Douglas 

Early morning ,  I r ise to run . 
A brief jaunt - energy to spare . 
Far off , a chi ld shivers . 

Later morning ,  I s i t  to eat. 
" I ' m  starving . "  
Push myself away from the table. 
Far off , a chi ld shivers . 

Afternoon , I run again. 
More than an hour ' s  excess . 
"When I run I feel His pleasure." 
How much plesure - unable to swat away f l ies? 
Far off , a chi ld shivers occasionally .  

Nigh t ,  I l ie in bed . 
Long-neglected shirts parade past my bed. 
I tear off name tags l ike "Kedebe" + "Abebe" 
And put mine on whi le dreaming of obscure s ituations . 
Far off , a child tries to shiver. 

All  day, I look in the mirror. 
A young cadaver stares back . 
I i nvoke Cain ' s  protest .  

\ 

The Cadaver again stares , now wi th  the wrath of God j n  i ts eyes . 
Far off ,  but al l  too close, a chi ld has ceased to shiver . 

A letter to the poetry page 

Howdy folks , 
How ya doin? The last TabJe  Ta J k  I saw looked good . lCeep up the good 

work. Try not to study. Pray and exercise. here ' s  a poem, love , 

just me , TC 

Modern Furni ture 
by Tim Craven 

She came young from the bars to s i t in her Father ' s  house 
to think about her Mother , who died today. 

She sat on the plastic couch 
we prayed 

Jler subterranean river fai th-tear 
pulsing beneath her blue jean clothes 
cracked through her cigarette earth-eye 
momentari ly reminding everyone in the room 
that mystical Jack Daniels romance 
is  no match for that relentless , two-fi sted Christian baptism:  

death/resurrection/Marlboros 

...... -




