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A I DS and t l 1e Common Cup 
by Ker ry ()uc l<.or 

Much confusi on  exi s ts i n  the pub l i c  as we l l  as arnona par· i s t,onc,-s ovo,  
the var i ous  fao ts t h a t  have been pub l i shed o n  the t n:i. nsnn ss i o n  of  fH D�J . 
Research has shown however U1a t r:,., ( DS i s  t 1- ,::i r 1srn 1 L tod p r· 1 rna ,- i l y t hrouq l 1  sc><U i'.'\ l 
con tac t a nd needl e  sha r i ng .  One has to r ea l i ze t ha t  ther e are  va r i ou s  
s t r a i ns o f  the A I DS v i ,--us as we l l  as di f f er e n t l ev e l s . T ho e;.ff l 1 e s t  
p a t i e n ts I saw l i te r a l l y  b l ed t o  dea t h  f rom every o r i f i ce o f  Lh8 i r bod1 ns 
v- n t h i n  hou r s  of  t t,e i r  adm i t. ta nce . Tt1 i s  i s  UH� mos t sevr r e level  of t he 
d i sease and one w t 1 ich  you wi l l  no t l i ke l y  e ncou n ter  i n  the p a r J �- h  se l t 1 r 1g .  

Mos t A I DS pa t i en ts today , however , have whRt  i s  cal l ed nRC or n 1 os 
R e l a ted Compl e>< . T l1ey may havo t ho symp toms of fH D�:., bu t 1 t vw r i '  t k .i .l. l t t inm 
i mm e d 1 a te 1 y . n cc o rd i n g to t ho Ce n t e r  -f o r  D 1 so ,;i s e Co n Lr o J , " t ti r-� r i s I<. o r 
tra nsm i s s i o n  v i a  the  common cup o r  a ny o t i  1er  �� I 1a ,  .. ecJ d r  i r 1 1< i ng v,: � .�;e J mus t  be 
ex t r eme l y  l ow , i f  any r i s k  ex i st s  a t  a l l . "  T l,c fH DS v i r u s  1 tso l f  L,; ve r y 
f ragi l e .  Another i n teres t i ng characte r" t s t i c  i mp o r t a r 1 L  to  k now J. s tha t. t l ic 
A I DS v i rus  a f f ec ts d i  f f  e r-en  t peop l e  i n  d i  f F e r-en  t �-.rays . Sc ,rne pc?npl e a r e rno r· rJ 
suscep t i b l e  to  acqu i r i ng A IDS than  o the,s . Poop J c w r10 1 18.ve acqu 1 ,Gd fH DS 1 1 , 
ways o t her- than sexu a l  c o n t a c t  usua l l y  have been hosp, t a l  worko,s wh0 l1�vo 
had cu ts  t h a t  we,e contami na ted by b l ood or t hrough acc i d e n t a l  need l e  
punc tu,es . 

The Center  f o r  D i sease Con t rol  repo, t s , " L.abo r a to r-y  s tu d  1 es hzivr s ho�-J n 
tha t some bac t er 1.a  and v i  ruses can contami  na to a. s i l ve r· c l 1al  1. c e  a nd s u r v i ve 
desp i te  a l cohol  con te n t  o f  t tm 1.J i ne and w i p i ng o r  ro t a t J ng the  cup . l 1 ,er c- ­
f ore , t h e  po t e n t i a l  exi s ts f or- a par i shoner i nf ec t ed w i t h a v .i. r us such as 
tlia t causi ng t he common c o l d  to expose o t lier membo,s of t t10 congr eg;:i, t i o n  by 
contam i na t i ng a common cup . However , they are not  awar0 o f  � ny spec 1 f 1 c  
epi sodes o r  ou Lbreaks of  any i n f ec t i ous  i l l ness tha t  hnve been a ssoc 1 a Lrd 
w i th  the use of  a common cup . 

I n  summa r y , t he r i sks of transm i t t i ng fH D'.3 t h r·ougt 1  L t 10 l 1 ,.,.,e o f  a common 
cup i n  t he p a r i s h  se t t i ng appear to be n i l .  As f l r ture  pns tor  s ,  we have to 
r e a l i z e t ha t  we may be pu t i n to a posj  t i o 1 1  o t  def e l )d i ng ou r  l i turgi c,.1 1  

prac t i ce and shou l d  make a dec i s i on t ha t  i s  wel l - i nf ormed . I n f orma t i on o n  
A I DS i s  con t i nu a l ly  be i ng upda ted as new d i scove r i e s  a , e  be i ng made , evon 
though a cu re is  no t f oreseen 1. n the near f u tu  r·e .  
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The Homosexu a l  Chu r c h  
B y  Ku rt Pet erson 

Now t hat t he story of t he t hree gay candidates f o r  m i n i st ry at Pac 1 f J c  
Lut heran Theological  Sem i nary has made t he rou nds , t he manu r e  has p i l ed up 
so f ast �ou need w i ngs t o  st ay above it . T he react ion  of hand w r 1 r,g i ng and 
f i nger po i nt i ng ,  so we l l  expressed by t he cont i nu i ng soap oper a  1 n  t l,e 
"Lu  t he ran , "  shows how 1 it t l e peop l e  w i  t t , i  n t he c hu r c h  know of t he c hu r-c h  ' s  
history  and behav i o r . 

To put it bo l d l y  and b l u nt l y ,  t he C h r i st i a n  c hu rc h  has a homosexu a l  
o r i ent at i o n , and i t  shou l d  ha r d l y  come a s  a su rpr i se t o  a nyone t hat homo­
sexua l l y  o r i ent ed men are drawn to  it . I n  t he f i rst p l ace , t he c h u r c h  shou l d  
be seen as t he l i neal  descendan t  o f  P l a Lo ' s  academy o r  n r 1 st ot l e ' s  l yceum . 
I n  t hose i nst itut ions men i n it i at ed younger men i nto t he sp i r i tual  d i sc i ­
p l i ne o f  p h i l osophy . Whi l e  t h i s  i nit i at i on i nc l u ded t he p l�siral  pract ice  o f  
homosexu a l  act s ,  t h i s  pract ice was o n l y  i nc i de n L a l  t o  t he w t ,ole  program T o  
b e  a sp i r it u a l  m a n  it was necessary t o  t u r n  away f rom t he f l esh , o r  t l 11,1t 
w t, i c h  is mort a l , and as it worked itse l f  out i n  p ract i ce , t h i s  meant to t u r n  
away f rom t he c reat u re o f  t he f l esh , t he woma n .  Moreover , 1 11 t he p h i l osop h i ­
c a l  schoo l a new and better  " f am i l y "  emerges . Sp i r itual  fat t,ers  beget 
sp i r it u a l  sons , t hus bypassi ng t he desp i sed f ema l e  ent i r e l y . T ho who l e  
p h i l osop h i c a l  ent e r p r i se meant a t u r n i ng away f rom t he body ( = woman ) ,  t he 
mort a l it y  of t he human , i n  o rder to  att a i n  a t i m e l ess and heave n l y  beaut y .  
As our  own Robert J e nson not es , "t he fema l e  i s  t he more i neradicab l y  hum,u, . "  

T he church t ook over t he spi r i t u a l i z i ng e nterp r i se o f  t he p l1 i l osophers 
wit h its monast i c i sm ( t he a l l  ma l e  commu n i t y ) ,  its cel i bate c l ergy ( t u r n i ng 
away t rom t he woman ) ,  its u n i versit ies ( sp i r it u a l  l ea r n i ng w i t h  mast e r-s and 
disc i p l es ) , et c .  In Roman Cat ho l i c  C hr i st i a n i t y  ( t t,e mos L t,omosoxu a l  on t he 
cont i nuum ) one even f i nds , predict a b l y  e nough , a cu lt  of Mat i a n  devot i on . 
This  devot ion t o  Mary has , o f  course , not h i ng t o  do w i t h  Mary as an  emp i r i c­
al woma n .  T h i s  is  a Mary who is f orever v i rgi n ,  who doesn ' t  ever ,  menst ruat e . 
She i s  a t ot a l ly sp i r it u a l i zed woman , i n  s hort a personi f Led p r o J ect i o n  o f  
t he man ' s  own sou l . 

Even i n  t he churches of t he Reformat i o n  t he r10rnosexu a .l pat Lern  rern,u ns .  
W h i l e  P rot est a nt churches expect t he i r past ors t o  marr y ,  t he w i f e  has been 
subordi nat e t o  t he job , just as Xant h ippe was subor-di  na LE•d to  Socrat es '  
phi l osophy a nd young men . And heaven f o r f e r1d t hat a woman s hou l d  seek 
ordi nat i o n  and ent e r- t he homosexua l syst em . It has o n l y  been 4 50 yea r s a f Ler  
t he Refor mat ion  t hat women have bee n orda i ned ; in  t h is regard t he f em i n i st 
c r i t i que  of t he c hu rc h  has been who l l y  sa l ut ary . 

Now t here ' s  anot her p i ece t o  a l l  t hi s , a haunt i ng sense t hat t here  J S  
somet h i ng amiss i n  a l l  t h i s , somet h i ng not qu i te r i g h t  i n  t hi s  t u r n i ng away 
f rom t he f em i n i ne and sp i r it ua J i z i ng t he mal e .  l t 1 i s  u nease i s  not mere l y  
f rom the obv i ous and consp i cuous f a i l u res o f  t he ma l e  ( J i mmy L eP Swaggart 
comes i mmedi at e l y  to  m i nd )  but t he who l e  t h i ng .  In ou r Oed J p a l  r e l i g io n  we 
feel t hat · " Daddy " m i ght not approve , and so we deny a nd repr·ess t he whole  
homosexu a l  ori entat i o n .  But , as J u ng not es ,  " everyt l a ng t hat i s  rep r essed i s  
proJ ected . "  And we , a s  a c hu r c h ,  have proJec t e d  t t,e whole  o t  ou r rep ressi o n  
o f  t he homosexu a l  st ruct u r e  onto gay men who seek ordi nat i on . Homosexu a l s  
who were att r acted t o  t he church  by t he very homosexua l  �,t rue t u  r·es i n  L t ,e 
f i rst p l ace . F or t he homosexua l  man , t he c h u r c h  is  t he p l ace par exce l l ance 
to pract ice a sp i r i t u a l  homosexu a l it y  o f  sp i r i t -t h i ngs , and at worse to 
pract i c e  a qu ite l it e r a l  P l at o n i c  ma r r i age ( L he k i nd Pau l had advocat ed ) .  
But because of our proJect i ons we see t he fag-bast: 1 n� l e t Lers , so promi nent . . 

Col lt i nued on page 4 
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0n Guard i ng the T r u t h  tha t has been E n t ru s Led to  Us 
A Look a t  Ord i na t i on of Homosexu a l s  

b y  Rev . Dan B i les  

T he . task  o f  a pastor  ( b i shop ) i s  to " guard  t l1e t r u t h  tha t has  bee n e n­
t r u s ted to t hem"  ( I I  T i m .  1 : 1 4 )  by " teachi ng i...iha t bef i ts sou nd doc t r i ne "  
( T i tu s  2 : 1 ) .  Pa ramou n t  i n  do i ng t h i s  i s  t he need to d i sce r n  true  f rom f a l se 
teac h i ng and c e r ta i n l y  t he pu rpose of a semi nary educa t i on i s  t r a i n i ng j n  
t he a r t  of  d i scernme n t . 

I t  i s ,  t herefore , sad to read the k i nd of s l oppy theol ogy t ha t  i s  con­
t a i ned i n  the l e t te r  f rom sem i na r i a ns a t  Pac i f i c Lu t her an  T heol og i c a l  
Semi na r y  addressed t o  B i shop C h i l s trom a n d  o t her Lu theran semi nar i es or, t he 
i ssue of orda i n i ng prac t i c i ng gay and l esb i a n  persons . l t  i s  even saddec , 
howeve r , to f i nd by the number of s i gna tu res of s tude n ts a f f i xed to I. he copy 
of t he l e t te r  posted i n  the adm i n i s t r a t i o n  bu i l d i ng tha t  some membe rs of ou r 
own sem i na r y  commu n i ty a r e  so u ndisce r n i ng of such bad t he ology as we l l .  

My concern i s  d i rec ted aga i ns t  the u n tenab l e  t heo l ogy on w h i c h  the s tu­
den t s '  a rguments  are based and w h i c h  the Ge t tysbu r g  s tude n ts f a i l ed to 
d i sce r n . The Pac i f i c  Sem i na r y  s tudents c l a i m , " We k now the a rgume n t s  
aga i ns t  homosexu a l i ty ,  w e  know wha t t he C h u r c h  says a nd we know w h a t  the 
scr i p  tu res say . More t ha n  t h i s  howeve,� we know .wha t t he Gospe l c a l  ls t or . "  
T he " however "  i n  the sentence asse r ts tha t somel1ow " wha t the Gospel c a l l s  
f o r "  cou l d  be d i f f erent  f rom " wt 1at  the church  says and w l,at t he scr i p tu r es 
say . " S i nce when i s  t he content  o f  t he Gospe l or i ts i mp l i ca t i ons f o r  the 
f a i th a nd l i f e  of the Church  de r i ved apa r t  f rom the B ib l i c a l , c r eeda l , a nd 
confessional  her i tage of the Church? 

T he wr i ters ' real  bas i s  for the i r  be l i ef  becomes c l ea ,- i n  the i r  nex t 
pa,agraph : " t hey a r e  i n  tru t h  peop l e  c rea ted as God i n tended them -- gay 
and lesb i a n , j u s t  as we were crea ted heterosexua l .  As such they are equa l l y  
deserv i ng o f  t he l ove and af f ec t ion of 1 i f e l ong , comm i t ted , a r id b l essed 
r·e l a t i onships . "  Why d i dn ' t they jus t come ou t and quote t he i r  real  sou rce?  
T he words sound much nicer : " We ho l d  t hese t nJ t hs to be sel f  e vi de n t : thc1 L 
a l l  men are c reated equa l ;  tha t t hey a r e  e ndowed by t he i r  crea tor w1 th 
i na l i enab l e  r i ghts ; that  among t hese a r e  l i t e ,  l i ber ty a nd t he pursu i t  of 
happi ness . "  T h i s  makes f i ne and nob l e  pol i t i c a l  p h i l osophy bu t i t  makes f o r  
l ousy C h r i s t i a n  theol ogy . One ough t , when argu i ng theol ogy , t o  do so on  the 
bas i s  of t he B i b l e , the creeds , and the Conf ess i ons -- not f rom a l i e n  
p h i l osop h i es . 

I t  i s  s i mp l y  so t h a t  t he C h r i s t i a n  trad i t i o n  has condemned t he prac t i ce 
of homosexua l i ty and seen i t  as a perve r s i o n  of God ' s  crea ted orde r .  How 
one is born is a s i g n  of God ' s  g race , a " God-given o r i ent8 t i o n "  w t1 i c h , 
theref o r e  has a r i g h t  to be prac t i ced . Jus t i f i ca t i o n  by f a i t h  through the 
cross a nd resu r rect i o n  o f  Jesus i s  now Jus t i f ica t i o r i by gene t ics . God ' s  
work i n  the  Son to f ree u s  f rom s i n  a nd jus t i f y  u s  by g , ace has now become 
i ncorpora ted i n to t he order of crea t i o r, . As we are bor n . so a r e  we j u s L i ­
f i ed , a nd s o  shou l d  w e  l i ve .  Never m j nd Romans 1 ;  never ni i nd Auysbu rg 
Conf ess i o n  I I , I V ,  V I , X I X ,  and XX . B u t ,  to jus t i f y one ' s  be havi o r  on thG 
basi s  of  b i r th is  t he f i na l  act  of tho rebe l l ious  w i l l  w h i c h  seeks to 
gl o r i f y  and serve the se l f , even i n  t l1 e  name o f  grace _ 

Havi ng d i sso l ved t he Second a r t i c l e  of t he C reed i n to the F i r s t ,  t he 
au thors o f  the l e t ter proceed to do so w i  t l 1  the T l, i rd i n  the very next sen­
tence : " 1,s creatu res of God ' s  good order t hey are a l so deserv i ng to be par t 
of the good order of the church . "  Voi l a ! No l o nger i s  t l1e C h u r-ch  crea ted 
by t he Ho l y  Sp i r i t through t he means of grace ( speci f i ca l l y ,  bap t i sm ) ; 

Con t i nued on page 4 
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ra ther i t  a r i ses o u t  o f  t he crea ted 0 1  rle r . N o  l o nge r  i s  
jus t i f i ca t i o n b y  f a i t h ,  g i ve n  t hroug� t he mea ns o f  grace , 
w h i c h  t he C hurch s tands or  f a l l s  ( Sma l c a l d  A r t i c les , P a r t  
IY-Y ) ; r a t he r , cu l t u re a nd i ts norms and v a l ues de termi ne 
Church  . . 

t he Gospe l of  
t he a r t i c l e  
I I ,  (..\ r  t i c l e  
t he l i f e  o f  

on  
I ;  (�C 

t he 

More i mpor tan t ,  do t hey know wha t t he Gospe l i s  abou L ,  name l y ,  U1e f o r ­
g i veness o f  s i ns and t he promise o f  e te r n a l  l i fe ?  F ro rn t he i r  l e t te r  o ne can 
o n l y  assume t h a t  t hey equa te den i a l  o f  o rd i na t i o n  w i t h  deny i ng some o ne t he 
Gospe l . Whe re has t he Church  ever sa i d  t h i s ?  I ndeed , t r am t he s t a r t  t he 
Church  has s t i pu l a ted t ha t ,  w h i l e  a ny C h r i s t i a n  m i g t , t des i re to be a 
" b ishop " ( I  T i m  3 : 1 ,  i . e . , pas tor ) ,  no t every  C h r i s t i a n  ca n .  Mo reover , t t1e  
C hu rc h  has made t h i s  judgme n t  express l y  o n  t he basis  o f  o ne ' s  manne r  of  l i f e  
and condu c t  ( I  T i m o t hy 3 : 2- 7 ;  T i tus  1 : 6 -9 ) ,  " t h a t  u,e word o f  God may no t be 
d i scred i ted ' ' ( T i tus 2 : 5 ) .  And , no t o n l y  were s ta ndards of co nduc t f o r  pas­
tors promo ted , nowhe re i n  t he B ib le or ou t s i de of i t  do we f i nd t l ie com­
p l a i n t  t ha t  t he den i a l  of o r d i na t i o n  on the bas i s  of l i fes ty l e  � nd condu c t  
was cons t rued as " de ny i ng t he Gospe l "  t o  a nyone . 

Wha t must  be u nder s t ood here i s  t ha t  o rdi nn t i o n , l j ke bap t i sm , i s  no t a 
r i g h t . I t  i s  a g i f t  and a responsi b i l i ty ,  g i ve n  o n l y to t hose w hose con­
duct t he Church  ( par t icu l ar l y , t hose a l ready orda i ne d )  Judge accep t a b l e  to 
rece i ve i t .  No o ne is sayi ng t ha t  t hose b o r n  w i t h  a homosexu a l  o r i e n ta t i o n 
shou l d  be den ied t he Gospel by ref u s i ng t hem bap t ism . T h a t be l ieve r s  w ho 
p ra c t i ce homosexu a l  sex shou l d  be denied o rdi na t i o n  and exe r c i s i ng t he 
o f f i ce o f  m i nis try i s  qu i te a d i f fe re n t  t h i ng i ndeed and does no t c o ns t i tu te 
deny i ng t hem t he Gospe l .  

AC V I I def i nes the l i fe o f  t he C h u r c h  as t he Word and Sacrame n t  worsh i p  
o f  assembled Chr i s t i ans . Ord i n a t i o n  to t he o f f i ce o f  m i n i s t ry ne i ther  adds 
nor de tracts  f rom t t1 i s  par t ic i p a t i o n  o ne i o ta .  Fu 1 1  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  tl1e 
l i f e  o f  t he C hu rch i s  f u l l  par t i c i pa t i o n  i n  t he means o f  g race , a nd v i ce ­
versa . No t h i ng l ess . No t h i ng more . 

To concl ude : Asi de f rom wha t  t hey a re p ropo s i ng , t he t heo l og i ca l rea· 
soni ngs be h i nd t he i r  proposal  i s ,  B i b l i ca l l y , c reeda l l y ,  and confessi o na l l y ,  
u nbased . I t  i s  d i s t u rb i ng t ha t  t hose who a re be i ng t r a i ned i n  sem i na r y  by 
the Church  to  " guard  t he t r u t h  w h i c h  [ wi l l  be ] e n t ru s ted to  the m "  a re so 
ignorant  of t h a t  t r u t h  as i t  has come to us i n  t he f o rm of o u r  creeda l and 
co nfess i o n a l  doc t r i nes . J u s t  as d i s t u rb i ng i s  t he f a i l u re o f  o ther semi ·­
nar i ans to  d i scer n  t hese e r rors . W i l l  t hey  be J u s t  as accep t i ng o f  any­
t h i ng e l se t ha t  comes down t he p i ke a f ter t hey  a re orda i ned? W i l l  t hey  be 
j u s t  as unwi l l i ng or u nab l e  to d i scer n  be tween t heo l ogy w h i c h  i s  based upon  
and '' i n  accordance w i t h  t he Holy  Scr i p t u res a nd these creeds and confes­
si ons"  a nd t h a t  w h i c h  is no t ?  

· ·o  T i mo t hy , guard w h a t  has been e n t r u s ted t o  you . "  Bu t f i rs t , take t l1e 
t i me -- hope f u l l y be f o re you ge t ou t o f  sem i na r y  -- to l e a r n  i t .  

( co n t i nued f rom page Z )  

in  t he " L u t he r a n "  and  t he homopho b i c  reac t i o n  o f  many  i n  t he o f f i c i a l  
chu rc h .  

I f  t he church  i s  go i ng t o  come t o  g r i ps w i t h  homosexua l s  i n  i ts m i ds t ,  
i t  mus t  f i r s t  come to  g r i ps w i t h  i ts own homosexua l i ty . T h i s  may i ndeed 
requ i re t ha t  we Lu therans move beyond o u r  f a tuous  i gno r a nce of dep t h  
psyc h o l ogy because we m u s t  make o u r  homosex u a l  prac t i ce co nsc i ous . T hen  may 
we beg i n  to work  on our  t he o l ogy and pas t o r a l  prac t i ce w i t h  regard to  
homosexua l i ty and  homosexua l s .  " K now t he t r u t h , "  I remember some o ne say i ng ,  
" a nd t he t r u t h  sha l l  se t you f ree . ·· 
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Sea r c h i ng for  the G r een Man 
By A l ex Crouch 

T w i n  b r i dges , u na l i ke .  l t 1e ear th- hugg i ng r oad leap f r ogs acr oss t he 
Kentucky R i ve r  on one , a sky- b lue  r i b  cage . T he pyl ori  s o f  the o t her , 
s tamp i ng angr i l y on the ear th , l i ke some hot  r i b l e  i n trusion of a l i en  power , 
suppo r t  I -7 5  as i t  s l ashes heed l ess l y  through the l andscape . 

Once across t he r i ver t he road , woodsma n l i ke ,  snakes p a t i en t l y  up  and 
a round t he abrupt h i l l  s l ope . Bef ore r e l ax i ng at the p l a teau ' s  he i gh t ,  t he 
road a l l ows t he passer-by a g l i mpse , a c l a r i f i ca t i o n , as though the wor l d  1 n  
a momen t  hu ng by brush s trokes on a C h i nese scr een . 

T he r i ve r  squ i rrns l i ke a g r een  ee l ,  mak i ng i ts bed , f ee l i ng tl ,e sun 
t i c k l e  i ts back . W i t h u nhu r r y i ng tenac i ty i t  wor·r ies  at the acqu iesce 11 t  
c l i f f s  w h i c h  bou nd i t  on t he sou t h , whose years and years o r  sed 1 me 1 1 ta r y  
depos i t  y i e l d  obed i en t l y  to  years and years o f  f l u v i a l  e r osi on . Mea nwl1 1 l e ,  
on i ts l a z y  s i de , the r i ver a l lows i ts bank to f a t te n  and grow f e r t i l e ,  
where a house and o ther s i gns show the comm i tmen t  ( honored or no t )  someone 
has made to husband t h i s  f e r t i l i ty .  

On the h i l l  s i des and r i dge tops the w i n te r  trees tang l e  toge ther l i ke 
a brush ' s  s t i f f  b r i s t les . L i ke some of i ts a n i ma l s  tl1e ear th has changed i ts 
summer coat of v e l v e t  - - w h i c h  had seemed to catch f i re i n  the v i r i le 
su n l i g h t  - - f o r  bu r lap to ref l ec t the season ' s  f eebl e r  l igh t .  Whi l e  a l l  
arou nd , beneath  t h i s  s k i n ,  t he l a nd bends , t w i s ts , rec l i nes l i ke embrac i ng 
human bod i es . 

J u s t  t he o ther s i de of  t he s tone w a l  1 that  �,edges t trn r·oacls i de an  
a l l u v i a l  f a n  o f  garbage spi l ls down the  upper bank  f rom w t ,ere the s t r eam of  
i nd i f f e r e n t  traf f i c  had s l owed for  wha t p resumab l y  was a sceni c v i ew . 

LOG I A , OR  THESES AND ANT I THESES 
F o r  a trans i tory , enchanted mome n t  man mus t have he l d  h i s  broa th i r1 the 

p resence of t h i s  con t i nent , compe l l ed i n to an  aesthe t i c  con temp l a t i o n  he 
ne i t her u nderstood nor desi red , f ace to f ace f o r  t he l a s t  t i me 1 n  h i s tory 
w i th some t h i ng comme nsura te to h i s  capaci ty f o r· wonder--F . S .  F i tzgerald  

Jamestown , Va . ,  i mp ressed me  as the  mos t trag i c  spo L i n  a l l  Ame r i ca-­
H .  M i l l e r  

Yahweh i s  not on  t he side  o f  estab l i shed orde r . T he usual  god , whose 
e te r n i ty is the pers i ste nce of the begi n n i ng , r 1as as h i s  very honor among us 
t h a t  i n  h i m  we are secu re aga i ns t  the threa ts of the f u tu r e  . . . .  The gods o f  
t he anc i e n t  c i v i l i z a t ions  s imp l y  were the cer t a i n ty o f  r e tu r n ,  the guaran tee 
of con t i nuance--R . Jenson 

So , i nhab i tory peop les  some t imes say " t h i s  p i ece of land  i s  sacred " - -or  
" a l l t he l and i s  sacred . "  This  is  an  a t t i tude that  draws on awareness of  t he 
myst e ry of l i fe and dea t h ;  o f  ta k i ng l i f e to l i ve ; of  g 1 v i ng .l i f e back·· -not  
only  to  you r own  c h i l dren , bu t to t he l i f e o f  the land--G . Snyder 

You sha l l  dest r oy a l l  the p l aces where the na t i ons whom you s ha l l  
d i spossess served t he i r  gods , upon t he h i g h  mou n t a i ns a 11d upon tt,e h i l l s  a 11d 
under every green t ree ; you sha l l  tear down t he i r  a l t ars and dash i n  p 1 Pces 
t he i r  p i l l a rs , and bu r n  t he i r  g r·oves w i t l1 f i re . . . .  ?-) nd you s ha l l  des troy 
a l l the peop les  t h a t  the Lord you r God w i l l  g i ve over to you , you r eye shal l 
no t p i ty t hem--Yahweh 

Peop l e  i n  t he Appa l a c h i a n  Mou 1 1 ta i ns do not have wha t we ca l l  a l ove f o r  
the l and--H . Caudi l l  

To the Canaan i tes . . .  the god of  Israel  mus t  have appeared . . .  as death 

Con t i nued on page 6 
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i ncarna te-- K .  B a r t h  
I t  i s  esse n t i a l  t o  expe r i ence a l l  t he t i mes and moo ds o f  o ne go od P l ace .  

No o ne w i l l  ever be a b l e  to say how essen t i a l , ho w t t- u l y  par t o f  a genu i ne 
l i fe t h i s  i s--T . Mer to n  

D IG RESSION 
One day i n  t he e a r l y  720s S t . Bo n i f ace dec i ded to  s t r i k e  ci dec 1 s J ve 

b lo w  fo r Go d and h i s  Lo rd  Jesu s . A t  Ge i smar ( near  mo dern  r r i t z l a r )  i n  Hesse 
he , bro t he r  m 1 s s 1 o na r i es and t he i r  co nver ts , and t t,e  s ti 1 1  u nrcgenera tc 
pagans assemb l ed a ro u nd a t ree ; i t  t1ad t he a i r  o f  a fo 1 ·mal  co n f r o n ta t 1o n ,  
no t u n l i ke t he pub l i c  d i spu ta t i o ns w h ic h ,  800 years l a ter , wou l d  r e f o r m  
so u thern  Germany a n d  Sw i t z e r l and . T he o a k  t ree was mag r 1 1 f i ce n t l y  l arge , as 
was f i t t i ng f o r  the o a k  o f  Tho r ,  as t he pagans had ca l l ed i t  f o r  a l o ng 
t i me .  

S t . Bo n i f ace swung a n  a><e to c l i nc h  h 1 s  po i n t  and a t  the f i rs t  r-Jas t1 a 
g u s t  o f  w i nd sho o k  t he tree f ro m  top to bo t to m  w r e nc h i ng i t  to t he 9 1  o u nd i n  
a chao s o f  bra nches , quar t e r i ng i ts t r u nk . Suet,  1 s  tho hagiogr apher ' s  
repo r t ;  per haps t h e  t ree was c r i pp l ed , l ig h t e n i ng-s truck , w h 1 c t 1  wo u l d  have 
seemed to  i ts wo rshippers a pa r t i cu l a r  mark  o f  the t hu nd(•r go d ' s  f avo r . n t  
a ny rate  S t . Bo n i f ace co nsu l ted w i th t1 i s  co l l eagues a nd deci ded t o  use t he 
woo d  and bu i l d a chapel to S t . Pe te r . 

To ho no r a go d i n  heaven he s truck  a t  a t ree o n  ear t h .  T oo many s t r i p  
m i ners  a r e  e l ders  i n  the i r  chu rches . T he e a r  t h  mo u r ns a nd w i  L llers a t  I h1  co, 
vio l ence ; the ho l y  spi r i t  i s  g r i eved . Fo r a goo d  sp i r i t canno t dwe l l  w i t t, an 
ev i l  sp i r i t .  

DOXOLOGY 
I f  S t .  I renaeus was r ight  t h a t  t he l i v i ng perso n i s  t he g l o ry o r  Go d ,  

how much mo re true mus t  i t  be tha t t he l i v i ng ea r th 1 s  tho g l ory o f  Go d?  
Psa l m  19  beg i ns by  say i ng wt 1ere to l o c a te L he g l o ry of  God  and  i nd i ca tes 
tu r t her t he way i t ' s  commu nica ted ; no t i n  a ,-a ti  o na l  o r  even verbal way bu t 
how eye speaks to eye , t t,e eyes o f  love . The g lo r� o f  Go d 1 s  sensu a l --wha t 
we have heard , wha t we have seen w i t h  o u r  eyes , what we have l o o ked u po n a nd 
o u r  1,ands have hand l ed . Thu s  o ne sees i n  to t t1e 1 1  f e o r  u, ·i ngs --al  1 f u 1 1  o r  
God ' s  g l o r io u s  wo r k i ng-- i n  t he p l aces o ne kno �--Js and t ho p l aces no o ne knows 
( bu t  there i s  o ne w ho k no w e t h  a l l  t h i ngs ) . O n l y  t t,e eyes o f  l o ve can rea l l y  
co mprehend Go d ' s  needl ewo r k ,  o r  l ead  the f i nger a l o ng t ho se s t i t c hes . " H e  

praye th  bes t who loveth  best/A l l  t h i ngs bo t t, groat  and  smal l . "  r t,e  way  1s  t o  
b e  a l ive i n  o ne l i v i ng p l ace , t o  beco me a par t o f  t ha t  l i f e ,  u l t i ma t e l y 1 1 1  
some way to beco me o ne w i th t t1e l i f e ,  to a l lo w  Go d to s t i tch o nese l f  i n to 
the design , beco me ear t h  o f  ear t h .  
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Ordai ned vs . Non-ordai ned 
by Sandra Car l son 

As I was read i ng t hrough Sco t t  Dou g l as ' " Top T e n  T ln ngs I Won ' t M i ss 
Abou t G� t tysbu rg , "  I was s t ruck  w i th  some of In s commen ts abou t. wha t i t  1 s  
l i ke to b e  a n  M . A . R .  s tu den t .  I cou l d  u nderstand w ha t  lie was t.:.l l k i ng abou t 
s i nce  I began my sem i na r y  career as a n  M . A . R .  s tudent  and swi tcl,ed to M . D 1 v .  
a whi l e  l a te r ; so I am i n  t he u n i que  pos i t i on to see the poi n t-of - v i evJ f 1-orn 
b o t h  s i des of L he f ence . T here  are some no t iceab l e  di f f erences be twee 1 1  how 
I was t r e a ted as b o t h  a nd I wou ld  1 i ke to poi n t  them ou t so tha L the vJt1o l e  
commu n i ty can be aware o f  t he s i tu a t i o n . 

One of the f i r s t  t h i ngs I no t i ced when I came to  semi nary 1 n  Sep tember 
was t ha t  I was " d i f f er e n t . "  " So ,  are you g o i ng to be a p a r i s h  pas to 1  ? "  " No ,  
I ' m a n  M . A . R  s tuden t . "  Then  t here was a pause a nd a n  " o t, . " T tiat  wa<:: i t .  
T h a t  was t he end o f  t he d i scuss i on . My c l assma tes wou l d  assume I was 1 n  
t he i r  c l asses , ask me how teac h i ng p a r i s h  was go i ng , evpn L t,e professor s  
s l i pped and wou l d  say t h i ngs l i ke " S i nce  you ' re a l l  go i ng t o  b e  pasto1  s . "  
T here were numerous p r i n ted mater i a l s  tha t  assumed everyone a L  sem i na t y was 
M . D i v . ; i n  shor t ,  I f e l t l i ke " the forgo t te n  s tudent . "  1 h 1 s  a l l  cha 119ed 
when I sw1  tched to M .  D i v  l a te r  i n  t he sct1oo l  yea r . " Now you ' re one of  us , 
someone sai d .  

B u t  t he M . A . R .  i s  " one of u s "  too . W i t hou t t r a i ned educa tors a nd 
ass i s t a n ts , the church founda t i o n  can crumb l e . l he church  i s  not  bu i l t  on  
tt1e pas tor bu t on  t he Gospe l .  The of f ice  o·f M i n i s t ry is  ordai nGd by Goel ; 
t ile Church  se l ec ts who i t  wan ts to f i 1 1  t l,a t o f f  i ce . B u t I have no t 1 ced a 
te nde ncy i n  t he C hu r c h  as wel l  as a t  Semi nary tha t M . D 1 v . or  ordai ned peop l e  
a r e  somehow supe r i o r  to o t her peop l e  w i t h  church  posi t i o ns .  L u t t,era 1 1s 
spec 1 f 1ca l l y ma i nt a i n  t ha t  t he pas tor does not  s ta nd above t l 10 congr ega tion ; 
we canno t  even def 1 ne wha t t t,e d 1  f f er e nce 1 s  be t �men orda1  nod a nd non-
01-da i ned s i nce we l ook  to bapt i sm as ordi na t i o n .  I f  ord i na t i o n  1s 1 11 
bap t ism , t he M . A . R  s tudents a r e  j u s t  as qua l 1 f 1 ed as t t1e o rdai ned to t a ke 
par t 1 n the church ; they deserve jus t as muct1 app1-ecJ  a t  ion  f o r  U1c i r 

e f f o r ts . S t i l l  ther e rema i ns a n  u nder l y i ng f ee l i ng t ha t  1 f  you ' re good 
enougt, , you can be ordai ned bu t i f  you don ' t  have w h a t  j t Lakes , wel l ,  you 
cou l d  a lways be a l ay ass i s t an t . 

T ti i s  may a l l  be f a r  f rom wha t Sco t t  was f ee l i ng w tm n  t1e w1· o te h i s  l i s t  
bu t t h i s  i s  my percep t i on o f  how t he M . A . R  s tude n t  i s  compared to t he M . D1 v .  
studen t .  I n  a church t ha t  needs educa tors , as we r epea tedly  p ro fess , J t  
seems hypoc r i t i c a l  to l ook  down on those t ra i ni ng to be deaconesses a nd l a y  
assis tants . Maybe i ns tead o f  ask i ng a n  M . A . R .  s tu d e n t  w tia t s/ hP i s  go i ng Lo 
do wi t h  an M . A . R .  degree , we shou l d  t e l l t hem , " Y ou ' re M . ? L R . ?  Yes , t he 
chu rch can sure use you ,- g i f ts .  " 



-8-

A Farewe l l  to Sem 1 na t·v  
By Sco t t  M .  Dou g l as 

T here  I sa t i n  chape l , awa i t i ng the se l f -adve r t i sed So l em n  C ho r a l  
Vespers f o r  Pa l m  Su nday . Go i ng t here  on a wh i m , t was dressed 1 n  the usual  
Su nday l ou ng i ng a t t i re . Ge t t i ng there  ear l y , I was  gree ted by  t t,e usu a l  
d isapprov i ng da r t i ng g l a nces of  t he we l l -c l o t hed . I q u i c k l y  suppressed my 
des i r e  to shoot back a s t a r e  t h a t  wou l d  say " w t1y  1s my we l come dependen t  
upon my dress ? " f or f ea r  o f  be i ng as Judgme n t a l  a s  my f e l l ow wor s h i pe r s . 

I ns tead , I f ocussed on the ve 1 led cruc1  f i x a t,ead of  me . F or over  t h i  r t.:y 
days the Jenson 1 a n  words ' 'God i s  whoever r a i sed J esus f t  om L he dead ; g i ven  
who  this  Jesus 1 s , t t,a t ' s  good new s "  had  been  rep l ay i ng themse l ves 1 n  my 
m i nd .  Who i s  t h i s  Jesus , I wan ted to k now . Take  away the ve i l  so I can  see 
why t h i s  1s such good news ! 

I need n ' t  have wa i led another week or  r e l ied o n  suet, i0onogr a p h i c  
evidence . T h a t  n i g h t  1 t  a l l  became c l ea r . 

As the " se r v i c e "  progressed I rea l i z ed my eat l i er  conce, n 1 or  f e l l  )�·J 

wor·shipers was u nf ounded f or we were f e l l ow co 1 10Pr tgoet  s mot e t ha n  a n  Un nq 
e l se .  Good Lord , I t hougt, t ,  Nei l Postman is r i gh t . We ' re � 1 t t 1 ng here 
amu s i ng ourse l ves to  dea t h .  I n  a n  a t temp t to  ge t my m i nd o f f  1 ts a na l y t i c a l  
t r ack ,  I g l a nced a t  w t, a t  I now f e l t  to b e  no t m y  wors h i p  gu ide  by m y  conce r t  
program . A t  t he bo t tom I read : " O f f e r i ng p l a tes are a t  the door s . Your 
con t r J bu t i ons he lp  def ray such cos L s  as musi c ,  cnnd l es , and cho i r a l bs . ' O h , 
I t houg h t , so t hese a r e  the churc h ' s  ma i n  concerns . My d i ve r s i o na r y  a t tempt 
had f a i l e d  -- everywhere I t u r ned I was rece i v i ng evi dence tha L the good 
news der i ved f rom " who t h i s  Jesus i s "  i s  that  t,e · s  w h i le , m i dd l e  c l ass , 
we l l -dr essed , and a lover of  good s hows . I n  o ther words , he ' s  J u s t  l i ke us . 

Oh bu t you ' ve been read i ng too much James Cone , I t r i ed to  convi nce 
myse l f . R i g h t  t hen  began Schue t z ' s  " T he Pass i o n  Acco r d 1 ng Lo S t .  John . "  He1·0  
Lhe  s tory of  na i l s be i ng d r i ven  t hrough God ' s  hands was  t o l d  1n  some of  thci 
mos t beau t i f u l  music  I ' d ever heard . My m i nd raced , reca l l 1 nq co l l ege 
d i scussi o ns of  f orm  shap i ng conten t .  We shou l d  be sc1 eam i r1g t he scandal o f  
L h i s  s tory , I pro tes ted . B u t  t h a t  wou l d  have bren a n  a f f r o n t  Lo the p laci d ,  
m i dd l e  c l ass c rowd a t  ound me , a nd i t  wou l d  t ,ave b �en a n  a f t  ron t to t l1e 
pl ac i d ,  m i dd l e  c l ass Jesus God appa r P. n t l y  rn i sed Lo sanc t i on 20 th cen tLw y  
Ame r i ca n  l i f e . I eager l y  awa i ted t he e nd o f  t he concer t .  

As t he l as L  of  the l i tu r g i c a l  mas Lur  ba tors 1·ecess0d pas t me I assu red 
myse l f  tha t I was t a k i ng thi ngs too ser i ous l y  t. hese days . f hese are a l l  
j u s L  c ra z y , mea n i ng l ess coi nc i dences , I t o l d  myse l f . No t every l l 1 i ng has to 
be ana l y z ed to dea t t, .  B u t then I rose to l eave , and t here  hP was aga i n ,  t lu s  
t i me s La r i ng down f rom the pa i n t i ng i n  t he back o f  the chape l . Now I saw 
exa c t l y  who the sou rce of the good news i s :  a f a J  ,·-hai red conqueror  a rou nd 
wt,om a l l g a t her i n  p r· a i se and adora t i o n . W t1y , even a c u r i ou s  mouse peef<s ou t 
to see what a l l  t he f uss i s  abou t .  

Wou l d  that  i t  were so . T he t r u e  Chr i s t  wou l d  be ba t t l i ng o f f  t ha L  
roden t  as i t  gnawed a t  h i s  f ee t .  Ou r Chr i s t  can J u s t  ca l l  a n  e x t e r m i nd tor i f  
mice ge t to be a prob l em . l he t·e a l  Jesus hasn ' t  even t i me f o r  suet,  pe t Ly 
concer ns as d i sease - r i dden rodents . I n  t he f orm  of  Ma t t hr,w ' c:- " l cR s t  o f  
these " he spends a l l  day t r y i ng t o  keep h i s  t1ead above t t,e c r·ap we and ou r 
se l f -proJec ted c h r i s to logical  a l l y t hrow on h i m . 

Some t i mes i t ' s  so much eas i e r  no t to t h i nk abou t s tu f f . 
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by Scott M .  Dou g l as 

Si nce t he U . N .  has apparent l y  dec l ared t h i s  to be the Year o f  t he L i s t , 
I ' l l cont i nue t o  con t r i bute to t he cause by submit t i ng a n  a l p habet i z ed l i s t  
o f  t h e  s i gn i f i c a nt nou ns f ou nd o n  m y  bedshee t-t u r ned-gr a f 1 tt i -boa r d  a s  o f  
Apr i l  7 ,  1988 : 

apa r t he i d ,  August i ne ,  bal oney , G l enn  Beard , Menact1em Begi n ,  

B e ndersv i l l e ,  B i g  Murph jeans , P . K .  Bot ha ,  B rown U n i vers i ty ,  George 
St a n f ord B rown , bu f f ooner y ,  John  Ca l v i n ,  Camp Saf f r an ,  Sandy C a r l son , 
car na l  l us t , c h i ca nery , B i l l  Cosby , J a n  Dav i s ,  Scott Dou g l as , C h r i s  
Eber l e ,  f ou l  l a nguage , gam i ng ,  Get t ysbu r g ,  g i dd i ness , g lu t tony , Graµe 
Nuts , Wayne Gret z ky , V i c k i  G r i ms l ey , Guer n i c a , J esse H e l ms ,  n1e Honky 
Tonk  Man , John Hus '  Execut ione r s ,  i d l e  boas t i ng ,  Jesus , Ken n i e ' s ,  mac­
a r o n i  ' n ' cheese l oa f , Me l i ssa Mahoney , Mar i ne Corps M a r a t hon , L a r ry 
McCu l l ough , Edw i n  Meese , M i c h i ga n ,  mo l lusks , Nam i b i a ,  Nebraska , ne · er­
do-we l l ness , N i neva h ,  Dave Oravec , poor~ c l o t hes coord i na t i o n , poor 
st ewardshi p ,  Rona l d  Reaga n ,  Re l ig i o n  I I I , �epu b l icans , rat Robe r tson , 
" T he Rook i es , "  Mark  Rossman , Mart i n  Russe l l ,  Jean- Pau l Sart r e , F r a n k  
S i nat ra , s i n  d u  J ou r ,  s l ot hf u l ness , Speci a l  K ,  tomfoo l e r y ,  J o h n  l uck.er , 
L i z  Tuma , van i t y ,  W i l l i am and Mary  ( grad school on l y ) , Norma Wood , 
Y a l e ,  A l a n  You ng , a nd Adr i a n  Zmed . 

POP CULTURE 
by Lans  E .  A l e x i s  

A l ex sa id  I shou l d  w r i t e  a f arewe l l co l umn  -- t o  t reat you a l l to wha t 
m i ght be my l ast t i me t o  address t he commu n i ty .  I can ' t  t l1 i  n l-< o f  a ny t. h i  1 1q 
more pret e n t i ous t ha n  that -- bu t I ' m i nt o  pre ten t i ons . l s n ' t  t h a t  what �op 
cu l t u r e  i s  a l l  abou t? 

I t h i nk everyone ought to l i st e n  t o  Ta l k i ng l ieads mus i c . �bsorb a l l  
t hat you can o f  what t hese w i za rds of  pop music  have t o  s i ng a nd say . A l l  
ot her pop mus i c  i s  so much ef f l u v i a . I f  you don ' t  l i ke t h i s  1 dea , tough . 
Pop c u l ture a l so means a n  i nd i f f i de nt d i sda i n  t o r  a l l  t h L ngs i nf e r i or . W t 10 

i s  number one doesn ' t  m a tt e r . Who makes the mos t money does n ' t  matt e r . 
What ' s  i n  t he groove , or  t he d i g it a l s ,  i s  what cou nt s . B e l ieve it , or d i e . 

That i nc l udes " Naked " , T a l k i ng Heads l at est wonderwor k .  I have yet to 
f ee l  a l l  of its subt l et i e s , but i t  i s  i nf ect uous a nd l i v e l y  -- no t for the 
cu l t u r a l l y i gnorant . Rhy t hm come f orward , as someone has been known to s i ng .  

Pax . 
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T op len  T h i ngs I ' l l M i ss Abou t Ge t tysbu 1 9 

by Sco t t  M . Dou g l a s  

1 0 )  Conv i nc i ng peop l e  I go to sem i na r y  
9 )  Awa i t i ng the new i ssue o f  " S ta n z a " 
8 )  Wee k l y  f r ee beer a t  the co l lege 
7 )  " L i dMan"  a t  t he 7 - 1 1  
6 ) Crank i ng T he Dead M i l kmen a t  3 a . m .  i n  t he l ibrary . 
5 )  G r a tu i tous sex 
4 )  Wr i t i ng t h i ngs l i ke the above to see i f  Lhe Dea r 1  i s  pny i ng a t te n t i on 
3 )  Pau l M i l ho l l and D i ne r  s t o r i es ( f orm cr i t i c a l l y  l eqe nds ) 
2 )  Wonde r i ng i f  there ' s  a med i c a l  exp l an a t i o n  for  the r ed b l o tches on  

Gus t a fson ' s  f ace 
1 )  Wonde r i ng i f  t t 1ere ' s  a ny t h i ng I ' l l ac tua l l y  m i ss abou t Ge t tysbu r g  

Top Ten T h i ngs I Won ' t  M i ss Abou t Ge t tysbu rg  

1 0 )  C r i t i c a l  d i a l ogue 
9) Emphysema A t tacks i n  the cof f eeshop 
8) T r y i ng not  to h i t  that o l d  l ady who r i des the 3-whee l b i cy c l e  
7 )  Hea r i ng " I  t h i n k  you have t o  a s k  you r se l f  
6 ) Answe r i ng " W e l l ,  wha t are you go i ng t o  do w i t h  a n  M . A . R .  degree ? " 
5 )  Not ge t t i ng e l ec ted to t he Pe t Comm i t tee 
4 )  B e i ng t o l d  I ' l l  succeed i n  a course i f  I can re l a te the ma te r i a l  to 

a Su nday Sc hool C l ass 
3 )  Suppress i ng t he des i r e  to k i l l  tou r i s t s  who spend hou rs l oo k i ng f o r  

t he cannonba l l  embedded i n  Schmucker  House 
2 )  C . P . E .  s to r i es 
1 )  T ry i ng to dev ise  s tup i d  " Top Ten"  l i s ts f o r  Tab l e  l a l k  

Top T e n  T h i ngs to L is ten  f o r  a t  Gradua t i o n  
b y  Sco t t  M .  Dou g l as 

1 0 )  " Wha t ?  He ' s  no t her e ?  T he o n l y  reason m y  p a r e n t s  came was because 1 
to l d  t hem they cou l d  see J enson ! "  

9 )  " No ,  he ' s  not  a s l eep . Gu s t a f son a l ways l ooks l i ke t ha t . "  
8 )  " ' F ree B i rd ! ' Zeppel i n ! " 
7 ) " '  Hypos tasi s '  i n  i ts pre  t r i ni t a r i a n  and prechn. s  tologi cal  uses d1  d not 

have t h i s  sense , bu t i n  t he of t e n  t o r tu red ways in w h i c h  t he t heol og­
i c a l  t r ad i t ion has used ' hypos tas i s , ' just  t h i s  sense f o r  the pecu l i ar 
i de n t i ty of person-rea l i t i es s truggled f o r  express i o n  a l ready i n  t he 
Cappadoc i a ns . " 

6 ) " P l ease ! I j u s t  a te .  Don ' t  te l l  me Krade l has no t h i ng on  u nder· nea t t 1  
his robe . "  

5 )  " Wha t i s  Ho l y  Commu n i on? " 
4 ) " F ree a t  l as t , f re e a t l as t , thank God I H  m i g t1 t y , I ' m f re e a t  1 as L " 
3 )  " Where ' s  the keg ? "  
2 )  " I f S tuemp f l e  star ts t a l k i ng abou t t ha t  damned tor nado , I ' m leav i ng . "  
1 )  " Now wha t ? " 



L u na t, i ck ,Odes 
by A l ex C r ouch 

I .  The  young s l i p  o f  a moon 
cocks her cr eamy head 
above t t)P bust"lY hor i z on 
tou s l ed by a n  au tumn w i nd 

I I . Wax i ng a l ways wan i ng : 
11ona , your emp t i ness 
rema i ns f u l l ,  i n  your 
rnensua l  e r rands , 

I I  I .  

ge t t i ng you rse l f  w i t h  your own f r u 1 t1o n . 
Your bee- l i ke tu r n i ngs 
s 1gni f y  t i mes and seasons . 
Regu l a t r i x  of ea r t h l y  oeconomy , 
a t  rug h t  you r b 1- 1 l l i ance 
r i pp l es i n  t he mo i s t  a i r  . 

The moon i s  d t opp i ng h i s  
umbrous hand , 
u ncovers h i s  f ace -­
a lways Un s w tn teness 
of t,ys ter· i c  sorrow 
( persona t ragoed i ae ) . 

Unsys tema tic  Theol ogy 
by A l ex C r ouct ,  

Lea r n  
t o  p i e r-ce t t,e o l d  f u t:. 1 1 1. Ly 
of s i n :  
f 1 u f f  you r vJ i ngs a nd s 1 ng 




