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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

S EPTEMBER AS A STUDY IN  CONTRASTS 
Two Local Events P r ovide  Contrast  of Vj oJ ence Ve rses  Hope 

By PRES IDENT HERMAN G .  STUEMPFLE 
Somet imes t hose who have not l ived in this  a r ea descr ibe 

Gettysburg  as a t ranqu i l ,  pastoral  commun i ty safel y sheltered 
f r om the world ' s  har sh  and complex r ea l i t i es . These 
individuals  should have v i s i ted us dur ing the month j u st  
ended . In  Septembe r  there  wer e  two events  wh ich have 
immer sed us  in  the r eal  wor l d .  

The night  o f  September 10 , scores o f  wh ite-hooded Klansmen 
a ssembl ed in a f j eld in the southern  pa r t  of Adams County . 
One n ewspaper head l in ed the event as  a "peaceful r a l ly . "  That 
i s  a contrad ictory descr iption . Th e inva s i on of the  Ku Klux  
Klan  is  by def i n i t i on an  act  of v i o l ence . I t s  message of 
b igotry and hate --cloak ed in Chr i s t ian  terms-- t r igge r s  
v i o l ence i n  other s .  Like  an ev i l  t ide , as  we lear ned , its  
d a rk influence sweeps into  many corne r s  of a commu n i ty . 

The second event was the Get tysbu rg  Peace Sympos ium , 
September 2 3  - 2 5 ,  sponsored by Gettysburg  Col lege , 
Gettysburg Sem ina ry , and Mt Saint  Mary ' s  Col lege . I t  was the 
c l imax of a year long observance of  the 1 2 5th  Ann ive r s a ry of 
the Battle  and the 75th  Anniversary  of  the l ight i ng of the 
Eternal  L ight  of Peace . Speaker  a ft e r  speak e r  celebrated the 
unity of the human fam i ly and chal l eng ed the audience to do 
the work of peace . The r e  we r e  no i l l u s j on s  about the th reats  
to  the  r ea l i z a t i on of human i t y ' s  ancient d r eam in ou r nuclea r 
age . Yet , we were  summoned to a renewal  of the hope that 
wa r ,  oppr ess ion and env i r onment destruct ion need not be 
forever . 

Chr istians  a r e  rea l i s t i c  about the j ne r ad icable natu re  of 
s i n  that dr ives us away f r om and against  one anoth e r . In 
this  commun ity , too , dur ing the coming yea r , ou r un ity as 
Ch r is t ' s  Body w i l l  be b r oken by words tl1a t dehuman i z e  and 
depersona l i z e , humor that stereotypes , behavior  --often 
u n intended-- that wounds s isters  and broth e r s  in  Chr i s t .  
Th is  mu st a lways be a matter for  r epentance among u s  and the 
occas j on for prayer  tha t the Spi r i t  w i l l  b r ing our l i fe  
together more fully unde r the  Lo rdsh j p  of  Ch r i s t . 

In  prev ious yea r s , Quest has  provided an  informa l 
f e l l owsh ip in which tensions  of gender and race can be faced 
and t r anscended . I hope this  yea r i t  wi l l  once more be a 
pos it ive force in  the Seminary commun ity . But there  i s  "work  
of  peace"  for  al l  of  u s  to  do ,  i n  the  inte r-relation sh ips of 
each day , as we a f f i rm one another in a l l  our marvellous 
d ivers ity . The source of  ou r s t r ength for  that wo rk  and of  
ou r hope for the futu r e  of  this  and eve ry human commun i ty 
l i es in  Chr i s t  "who i s  our  peace . "  [ J  



PROF I LE 

WHO I S  GEORGE DU TOIT??  

By ROGER L .  STEINER 

EDITOR ' S  NOTE :  I n  an  attempt for  the Seminary  commun i ty to  
learn  more about our  foreign student b r others  and s i s ters  
Tabl e  Talk is presenting a ser ies  of b iog r aph ical  sketches . 
I f  you wou ld be interes ted in w r i t ing one of  these prof i l es 
please contact the staff  of Table  Tal k . 

Apa rtheid  --an of f j c i a l  government pol icy wh ich r i g id ly 
enforces the seg r egat ion of black and wh ite  people  seems to  
be  old  n ews for  u s  here  in  Ame r i ca .  But ,  for  at  least  one  of 
our fel low students here  on campus --The Rev . George DuTo i t-­
apa r theid is s t i l l  a cancer which cont inues its deadly 
dest ruct ion in Namib i a .  I t  spl it s  wh ites  f rom black s and 
black s f r om blacks  in  an  attempt to  ma inta i n  an  immo r a l  wh i t e  
supr emacist  r eg ime . 

George , considered neither  b l ack nor  wh i t e  in Namibia , i s  
deeply concer n ed abou t his  people  and pa r t icularly  abou t the  
chu r ches wh ich struggle  daily  for  justice , l ove , equa l ity , 
and peace . 

Ever since he wa s born on September  3 ,  1 9 6 1  in Windhoek , 
the capital  of Namib i a ,  Geo rge has  known nothing but  
oppr ession for  the  South Af r ican aparthe i d  government . 
Living in  Windhoek ' s  slum a r ea k n own as  '' the Old Loca t i o n "  he  
fel t ,  hea rd ,  ob se rved , and even smeJ led the oppressive  pl ight 
of  h i s  people developing a k een sense of what needed to  be 
done and how to go  about ov ercoming the stench of apa r the i d .  

The flame of  j u stice  needed to  be r ek ind l ed , and George ' s  
burn ing passion for  j ustice was spa r k ed by h i s  g r ow ing up in 
a Ch r is t i a n  l,ome . Ue l ea rned of the love of God in Ch r i s t  
Jesus --the head and corner stone of  the Chu r ch . F e  went to  
chu r ch and school and  eventua l l y  g r aduated f r om the  PauJ inum 
Uni ted Luthe ran Theolog ica l Semina ry . He wa s o rda ined in 
Janua ry  1 9 87 , and served two cong r ega t j ons  a l ong w i th a youth 
center befo r e  con1ing to Gettysburg  for  mo r e  t ra ining . 

Why did  George  become a pa stor?  For him person a l ly , he  
wants to be a servant  and gu ide for  the  people  in Namibia  to  
help  the comba t apa rtheid  i n  a Ch r istian  manner . George says 
that the Chu rch in Namib i a  is made up of Chr i st-centered 
peop l e  work ing for  the outcasts o r  u11 j ustly  t r ea t ed . It  i s  
the "vo ice of h e  voicel ess "  speak ing out for  f r eedom o f  the 
na t i on .  Accord ing to  George , "the Chu rch should be the 
consc i ence of the government for the good of  the people . "  
However , a prob] em a r ises  w i t h i n  each cong r egat i on where the 
oppr essors  and the oppressed wo rsh ip togethe r .  The s t r i f e  
l eaves no r oom for  t h e  w o r k  o f  j ustice , and t h e  "voice o f  the  



voiceless "  i s  s t r ang led by apa rtheid ' s  g r ip .  The d ichotomy 
between Chu rch and State i n  Namibia  r ips  open a d i chotomy 
w ithin  the Chu rch itsel f .  

The wa r w i th in the chu rches compou nds the wa r for  j u stice 
in  Namibi a .  Geo rge states that whe r e  the r e  is  war , there is  
no  j u stice ;  and  i f  the  gospel of j ust i ce cannot be  pr ocla imed 
and l ived the chu rches accord ing to the love of God in Ch r i st 
Jesu s ,  then the chu rches w i l l  n ever  k now peace , and neither 
w i l l  Nam ib i a . 

Th is  v i ew ,  however , i s  not l imited to Namib i a . Accord ing 
to George , becau se we a r e  a l l  pa r t  of the body of Chr ist , the 
Church in the Un i ted States also  suffers  with the Namibian 
chu rches in the i r  f ight for  justice  and peace . But the 
quest ion a r i ses , " Is the Lutheran  Chu r ch in  the U . S .  
l i stening t o  the Nam i b i a n  chu r ches ? "  George wou ld say , " NO ! " 
I t  seems to h im that the Chu rch in  the U . S .  i s  say ing Namibia  
w i l l  hurt  the most if  d ivestment happens .  On  the con t r a r y ,  
d ivestment i s  non-violent struggle  which George feels 
s t r engthens the Chu r ch in  Nam ibia , for they then k now that 
the i r  b r othe r s  and s isters  in  Amer ica indeed suffer  with 
them . The Chu rch in Nam ibia  a "voice  of reason " a nd spea k s  
r esponsibly , b u t  i t  seems that t h e  Lu theran Chu r ch in  the 
u . s .  could take  another cou r s e  in CPE .  

George r ea l i zes the fact tha t the Lutheran Chu rch must 
also  struggle and combat r a c i sm in the u . s .  He said  it  wa s 
interest ing to  see that the Ku Klux  Klan  s t i l l  operates . He 
cannot compr ehend how the Amer ican law --a wor ld  leader in  
equal ity and democ racy-- a l l ows this  to happen . What the KKK 
does is man i fest ant i-Ch r ist  with  its  "demon i c  acts against  
equa l i ty . "  Qu i t e  f rank J y ,  George was  shock ed . 

What  some of  u s  might f ind shock ing i s  the Namib ia-Sou th 
Af r ica supr emacy movement ' s  rel a t i onship to the KKK . Geo rge 
remembers  how the sou th Af r ican apa r theid  gover nmen t u ses  
photog raphs of the KKK , loaded with  guns , burn ing c r osses , 
and other weapons , to show that the U . S .  t r ea t s  blacks  worse 
than South Af r ica does . 

What  is  even more  shoc k i ng i s  to  hea r about the exten s j ve 
r each of  apa rtheid white supremacy g r oups . F i r st , the r e  is  
the  Af r ikaner  Res is tance Movement --very s i mi l a r  to  the  KKK . 
The symbol of the Af r ikaner Res i stance novemen t ,  descr ibed by 
George , is interesting . rt is  th ree " 7 "  ' s  j oined at  the 
base in per f ect  symmet ry . It r em inds one of the Na z i  
swastika . 

Then there  is  the Broederbond , made up of wh i t e ,  h ighly 
intel lectual supremacists  who penet rate  into a l l  parts of the 
glob e .  George wou ld not be surpr i sed if  some of  these we re  
members  of the  KKK , for  i t  wou ld be easy for  them to  j oin . 
The worst pa r t  of the whole s i tuation i s  that this  
Br oederbond learns  f r om Amer i can  h istory what t o  do  and  what 
not to do in suppr essj ng the black s .  

The catho l i c  Chu rch cannot accept wh i t e  supremacy . I t  has 
an obl igation to work  with  gove r nments  to  the Glory of God to 
put a stop to  this  out r age . For George ,  Chu rch and politics  
cannot be separated . Pol i t i c s ,  he says , i s  whe r e  people  a r e  
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tog ether in community . Whe r e  pol i t ics  a r e  gone , the people 
a r e  deaa . When the Chu rch i s  gon e ,  Chr istians  a r e  dead . 
Both mu st  wor k  together  and when the gove rnment ceases to 
funct ion to  the Glory of God , the Church is compel l ed to  r i se  
aga inst i t .  As  was mentioned ear l l er :  " the Chu rch should be 
the conscience of the  gover nment for the good of the  peopl e . "  

.In summa ry then , wh ite  supr emacy i s  a g r ea t  i s sue in the  
l i fe of George  DuToit , who even got  a taste  of i t  in  Amer ica  
when someone wrote  a r acist  rema rk  on  the note pad of h i s  
dorm r oom . He was d i stu rbed and a f r a id because it  r eminded 
h im of  Namib i a ,  but at the same t ime , he was comforted and 
str engthen ed as the students and facu l ty expr essed the fact  
that he was welcome and wanted here  at  Gettysbu rg  Semina ry . 
George i s  deeply commi tted to the  Gospel of  Jesu s Ch r i st , and 
to  the suppr ess j on of wh ite  sup r emacy movements .  �e a s k s  the 
same f rom each and eve ry one of u s .  C J  

FROM THE EDI'l'ORIAL STAFF : 

I f  you wish  to express your  v i ews i n  Tabl e  Talk , please do  
so . We ask that you type and double-space  your manusc r ipt so  
that it  will  be eas i e r  to enter into  our  computer . P r oposa l s  
f o r  monthly col umns a r e  a lso  welcome . Poetry  and a r t  w j l l  
a l s o  be cons j dered , but our  pr ima ry emph a s i s  wi l l  be placed 
on l ette r s ,  r e l ig i ous  epics , UFO r epor t s ,  and feat u r e  
a r ticles . �oth ing w i l l  be  publ ished w i thout the author ' s  
name . I f  you have any ques t i on s ,  pl ease feel  f r ee to contact 
one of the staf f .  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * "'  MAJOR EVENTS FOR OCTOBER * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

3 Pastor  i n  Residence (Rev . Janet s .  Peterma n )  
5 Pastor Peterman meets w i t h  women s tudents ( 4 : 1 5 )  
6 Pastor Peterman in d j scu ssion with  seminary spouses . 

1 3  Boa rd of  Di rect o r s  Meet ing 
20 CPE I nterview Day 
2 5  Ma r t in Luther  Col l oquium 

WWW 



PET PEEVES 

TRUE INCLUS IVENESS GOES FAR BEYOND 'l'HE  SEX ISSUE 
The Chu rch i s  B igger  than the Democr a t i c  Pa r ty Platform 

By MARK D .  I SAACS 
One of  the f i r s t  hand-out s  presented to  the incom ing 

Junior  class  wa s the o f f i c i a l  LCA "Gu idel ines for Inclus ive 
Language . "  Accord ing to th i s  publ icat i on ,  the core  pr inciple 
of the inclus iveness movement i s  that a s  ch i ldren of  God we 
must  open our  Chu r ch to  a l l  human being s .  Th i s  inc ludes men , 
women , d i sab led persons , a nd a l l  racial  and ethnic g r oups . 
Not only i s  the move towa rd  inclus iveness l ong-over due ( and 
a n ice  th ing to  do )  i t  i s  sanct ioned by the B ib l e :  "God i s  
no  respecter  of  persons • •  " (Acts  1 0 : 3 4 ) . And , "Th e r e  i s  
neither  Jew nor Gr eek , there  i s  neither  bond nor f r ee ,  there 
i s  neither  ma l e  nor fema le : for  ye a r e  a l l  one i n  Ch r i st 
Jesus • " ( Ga 1 • 3 : 2 8 )  • 

The p r oblem w i th the inclusiveness guide  ( and the pol icy 
as  pract iced here  at  LTS-G) i s  that it does not go far  
enoug h .  To  be consistent , the  pr inciple of inclus iveness 
mu s t  be extended fa r beyond the realm of j u s t  sex and race . 
To be consi sten t ,  the pr inc i ple of inclus iveness itself  needs 
to be made more inclusive . Th i s  i nc ludes at l east two key 
a r eas . 

F i r st , the  inclusiveness pr inc i pl e  shou ld be br oadened to 
include a blanket proh i b i t ion of a l l  pa r t i san  
pol i t i ca l i sms . In many sermons , praye r s ,  o r i enta t i on 
meet ings , a nd classes , we a r e  subj ected to  sweeping 
denunc iat ions of  the New Right , Conservat ives , George Bush , 
Ronald Reagan , etc . These pol i t ica l i sms a r e  probably not 
inten t i ona l , but in  them , l i s teners are made to feel as  if 
they a r e  sub-human or  anti-Chr ist ian  because they happen to 
hold an a l t e r nate pol i t ical  v i ewpoint . 

On th i s  campu s ,  whenever "pol i t i ca l i sms " a r e  invoked , the 
tac i t  assumpt ion i s  that  everyone attend i ng th is  i n s t i tut ion 
is a l iberal  Democra t .  Th i s  assumpt ion is e r r oneous 
--espec i a l l y  w i th the increased number of  second career 
people a ttend i ng the Sem ina ry . L i k e  the cong r egat ions many 
of us  w i l l  go  on to serve , many second ca reer  individu a l s  
have become mor e  conservative  in  the i r  w o r l d  v i ews after  
be ing "mugged by the  r ea l i ty "  of the work  place . 

Zealous theolog ical  Democrats  [ a s  wel l as  Repub l i cans  a nd 
other s ]  shou ld be sen s i t ive to  the fact that pol i t i c s  i s  very 
d i v i s ive , exc lus ive , and even of fens ive . P a r t i san l iberal 
Democ rat  language excludes and offends Republ icans , 
Mona rch i st s ,  Ch r ist ian  Socia l i sts , Conservat ives , S i ng le­
Taxers , Liberta r i ans , P r oh ib i t i on i sts , etc . As futu r e  
preache r s  o f  the Gospel , pa r t isan  pol i t ical i sms shou ld be 
purged f r om our  vocabula ry . Ou r task here  at Gettysburg  i s  
not t o  engage i n  d i v i s ive pol i t ical  street b rawl s ;  we are  
here  to prepar e  for  v a r ious  types of  m i n i stry . 



One r ecent speaker  left  the impression that the h ighest  
human ach i evement one  cou ld possibly  attain  wh i l e  at  
Gettysburg Seminary is  to  go to  Wash ington and to engage in  
pol i t i ca l  ag itat ion on the staff  of a l iberal  Democ r a t  
r epr esentat ive . Wou ld t h e  consor t i um g r ant c r ed i t s  for  a 
zealou s pol i t i cal Lu theran who wanted to  d o  the Lord ' s  work  
on Jesse Helms staff?? 

A proh ib i t ion of pa r t i san pol i tical i sms would not include 
such t h i ng s  as  the Klan . The Klan , the Amer ican Naz i s ,  the  
Order , and  other hate g r oups are  pr imar i l y  r ac i s t  and  ant i ­
semi t i c  and not � se pol i t ical  organ izat ion s .  I n  add i t i on ,  
i f  --God forbid-- they ever had the i r  way , they wou ld  b u i l d  
an  " exclu sive"  soci ety . Thu s ,  they a r e  fa i r  game for  the  
full  wrath and r id icule  of  the Lutheran  pulpi t .  

In  add i t ion to pol i t ics , i t  i s  a l s o  a larmi ng how many 
champ ions of sexual and r a c i a l  inclus ive lang uage a r e  ab l e  to 
casually hu r l  v ind ict ive  r ema r k s  about the " fund ies , "  the 
" B ible-thumper s , "  and the " holy-rol l e r s . "  [ I t is both 
interest ing and i ron i c  to note that many of the "holy-rol ler " 
sects have been orda in ing women for  genera t i ons  before  the 
Lutheran Church woke-up ! ]  Fundamental ist  bash ing , i n  v i ew of  
the  inclus ive language movement ,  is  shear  hypoc r isy . 

LTS-G cla ims to be on the cutt ing edg e of  the ecumen ical  
movement , yet we a r e  being very exc l u s ive about i t .  rt  i s  
evidently va l id to include and l ea r n  f r om Roman Cathol ics , 
Episcopal ians and certa i n  Method i s t  g r oups , but the  Bapt i sts  
and  simi lar  l ower church types are  anathema . Ev idently , low 
chu rch types a r e  fa i r  game to be r i d iculed and excl uded 
because of the i r  wor sh ip hab i t s  a r e  not as  " holy " and 
" l i tu rg i ca l "  as  ou r s .  

L i k e  i t  o r  not , we a r e  a l l  members  of the one body of 
Ch r i st  ( I  Cor .  1 2 : 20 ) . Yes ,  someday , we ' l l  be in heaven 
r ight  a long with the Bapt ist  Sunday School Board . We seem to  
forget that it  is  poss ible  to  be  a non-Democ rat and  a Bapt ist  
and  to s t i l l  be  a Ch r i st ian . 

We may d i sag r ee w i th most  of the f i ner  points of  
fundamental ist theology --and even with  the i r  host i le 
appr oach towa rds  cur  denomina t i on-- but that i s  no r eason for  
us to use our  language to exclude them . Or as  Jesus said , 
"For i f  you only l ove those who love yoP , wha t r ewa rd  wi l l  
you have? Ar e not even the tax col lectors  doing that ? "  
( Mat t • 5 : 4 6 ) • 

I f  the pr inc i pl e  of incl u s ive l anguage i s  worth anything 
at a l l , those that would l ik e  to  see j ts widespread 
appl ica t i on --both in the Chu rch and in our  soc i ety-- shou ld  
be sensi tive  toward the  impact of  the i r  inclusive  lang uage on 
pol i t ica l and re l ig ious  g roups which might not conform to our 
own v i ews . We a r e  h e r e  to preach Ch r i st  c ruc i f i ed not to 
f ind new ways to of fend and d i v i de people  and g r oups w i th 
non-essential  i ssues such as  pa r t i san pol i t ics  and petty 
denominat iona l ism l  C J  
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A K IND WORD ON THE CAND IDACY PROCESS 

By JOF.L � .  BENSON 
Bashing the cand idacy process --a t r ad it ional seminary 

past ime-- has r eached new heights in  r ecent week s .  Th is  
bash ing has  been a pa rt icular  rage  s i nce the  bi rth  of  the 
ELCA . I ' l l  adm it  that I a l so enj oyed th is  activ ity and 
f r equ ently indu lged in it with  g r eat  vigor  and del ight . 

But now ,  after  a recent meeting with  my committee , I have 
stopped and r econsidered my pos i t ion . A couple of weeks ago 
my Synod committee and I r econci led our d i fferences . My 
committee actually  apolog i zed for  any wrongs they may have 
comm itted . They even went so fa r as  to ask me for a l ist ing 
of what  I felt  was wr ong with  the process . I was even more 
ama zed to  lea r n  that I did  not have to say certa in t h i ng s  to 
"get by them . "  

Overal l ,  they were  a suppo r t ive and a f f i rming comm i t tee . 
So , as  t h i s  bash ing cont inues , we can not , and must  not , 
general ize  our  attack s to include a l l  candidacy committees . [ ] 

S EM-FAMILY TRENDS 

THE S ILENT SEMINARIANS 
A Look at the  Pr ice Fam i l ies  Pay for Time at Gettysburg  

By SANDY CARLSON ALEX IS  

It  is  t ime that  we here  at  the Seminary  who a spi re  to be 
leade rs  in the fam i ly o( C h r i s t  look at  ou r own famj l i es . My 
sympathies with  the fami l i es of the Seminary commun i ty had 
been l imi ted somewhat . I k n ew it  was pa r t i cularly  d i fficult  
for  those who had  establ ished j obs  ana  family  r oots to  be  
t ransplanted to Gettysburg  for  two or  fou r yea r s ,  but  I d id 
not appr eciate the depth of  t h i s  sacr i f ice u n t i l  I saw the 
a r t ic l e ,  "We a r e  Gradua ting , "  which appea red in  the July 1 9 8 8  
issue o f  the Gettysburg Newsl etter . 

In  this  a r t ic l e  the r e  was a l i st  of accomp l i shments and 
a r eas  of g r owth the ch i l d r en of the g r aduat ing class  had seen 
in their  yea r s  on the seminary g r ound s .  My f i rst  r eact ion  
to this  piece was ,  I ' m g lad to  see  l i fe  st i l l  goes  on  for 
these k ids wh i l e  their  pa rent or pa r ents  a r e  pr epa r ing for  
the  mini stry . 

Then , I r ead how many t imes these k id s  had to  move . An 
average of 4 and 1 / 3  moves per family was recorded . I cannot 
imag ine how a fam i ly could endu r e  more  than 4 moves in 4 
yea r s l  I cannot imag ine h ow the spouses a r e  able to bounce 
back , and how the child r en a r e  able to  mak e  new f r i ends and 
be the "new k id on the block " with  such r eg ul a r i ty . Some 



how , the c h i l d r en and spouses of  the Class  of  ' 8 8 seemed to 
have survived . 

I am new to expe r i encing these adju stments . My husband of 
four months is cur r en t ly doing h i s  internship in Taneytown , 
Maryland . Thus ,  I am getting a taste  of what S eminary 
fam i l ies  must go  through . The chu r ch whe r e  my hu sband 
interns  is f i l l ed with  wonde rful  people who want to get to  
know me . I ,  on the  other hand , am  s t i l l  adjust ing to  the 
move as  wel l as  my new ma r i t a l  status . 

I am a per son who g r adual ly makes f r i ends and g r adua l l y  
becomes involved . At the rate  I a m  go ing , b y  the t ime I a m  
very comfortab l e  w i t h  the new church , and the new peop l e ,  my 
husband w i l l  be  wrapping up h i s  internship . 

Though I speak with  very l im i ted expe r i ence , I t h i nk I 
have a better under stand i ng of  the spouses ' per spect ive , and 
to a lesser deg r e e ,  ch i l d r en who a r e  expected to  fol low the i r  
seminary  parents o n  the i r  journey thr ough the 2 o r  4 year  
prog r am he r e .  

I t  takes a very concerted effort  on the pa rt  o f  the spouse 
and children to  suppor t  the  sem ina r ian  in  their fam i ly . Mor e 
of us  need to  r ea l i z e  tha t t h i s  i s  a considerable  sac r i f ice 
on  the i r  pa r t .  

Part  of the problem l i es with  the  Seminary r ub r i c s .  
Semina ry l i fe  sti l l  seems to  b e  gea r ed towa rd the s i ng l e ,  
young , mob i l e  per son . F a r  too many o f  the  prog r ams and the 
soc i a l  l i fe  here a r e  s t i l l  a r ranged as  if it  was 1 9 5 8 .  Now , 
with  the  sharp increase in  older  second ca ree r  students the 
Seminary has to deal  not only with  the studen t s ,  but w i th an 
increased number of spouses and c h i l d r en . The r e  is  now 
hous ing for ma r r ied students , chi ld ca r e ,  and other ways to 
in teg rate fam i l ies into the Sem inary and Gettysburg  
commun ity . Many important  concessions and gains  have been 
made to mak e the fam i l i es as comfor tab l e  as possibl e .  But ,  
an average move of 4 and 1 / 3  moves per family is  sti l l  
inexcusab l e .  [ 1 
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§QQI! EATS 

AN EVENING DINING EXPERI ENCE IN  GETTYSBURG 

By PAUL MILHOLLAND 

ED ITOR ' S  NOT E :  Th is  is  the f i rs t  in  an exc l u s ive ser ies of 
insightful  restaurant  r ev i ews of  Gettysbu rg ' s  f inest  d i n ing 
estab l i shments f rom Tabl e  Ta l k ' s  r ov ing cul ina ry 
cor r espondent Paul  B .  M i lhol land . 

" Noth ing could be f iner  
than  t o  eat  a t  the Lincoln  Diner • • . .  " 

--Tr ad i t i onal Folk  Poem 

For  three  yea r s  I have spent hou r s  a t  one of the  only two 
" 2 4  hou r "  j o ints  in Gettysbu rg . The Lincoln Diner  was 
int r oduced to  me by Debb ie  Conr ad ( s ome r emember her ) as a 
g r eat place for late  night  study and fel lowsh ip w i th "peer s . "  
Debb ie  would  add that  " the  coffee is  good , and they have the 
best  blueber ry mu ffins  in t own . "  

When I say I spent t ime in  the  Lincoln Diner I r ea l l y  mean 
i t !  Desir ing to  be with  my fr i ends a s  much a s  possib l e ,  I 
have been k nown to  mak e th ree sepa rate  t r ips  downtown for 
fellowsh ip (and somet imes t o  even ea t ) . I must emphasize  the 
importance of fel lowsh ip . Th i s  was the ma j n  r e� son for my 
gi ving business t o  th is  estab l i shmen t .  I say t h i s  becau se 
some of you w i l l  not  bel i eve the  next  statement . 

I never r e a l ly l i k ed the Dine r . Being a l ] erg i c  t o  
c igarette  smok e (usua l l y  i n  abundance ) my b r eath ing was 
af fected by v i s j t s the r e . Th e food itself  is average ;  not 
more . My favo r ite  order  was always the Pat ty Melt , but it 
a lway s tasted l i k e  the last  th ing cooked on the g r i l l .  The 
food is g r easy , the  desserts  a r e  f a i r , but noth ing 
phenomenal . (Hy own Chocolate  Mousse is f a r  supe r i or to 
Lincoln Diner ' s  cakes or  pj es ) . 

Let me explain  why I w i l l  nev e r  set foot into  the Lincoln 
Diner aga in . Ever s ince I l ef t  Gettysburg  for  internship ( in 
the cul inary "mecca " of Lanca ster  County I have not seen the 
wa it resses with  whom I became f r i ends . Ana , s ince that t ime , 
the qua l i ty of  serv ice  --always of  u tmost importance t o  me-­
has  decl ined . A couple of week s ago I v i s i ted the Diner  for  
the J a st  t ime . Without going into  the g o ry deta i l s ,  l e t  me 
say that I have never been t r eated a s  r udely before  in my 
l i fe --either  in a restaurant  o r  other  wise . I f  you must 
k now the deta i l s  ask Scott Bryte  or Zach Ha r r i s .  

Ha r r i s and I wer e  at  the  Lincoln  Diner  for  one and a half  
hou r s  befo r e  our  food wa s b r ought t o  u s .  And when was , the 
wa i t r es s  acted l ik e  she was doing u s  a favo r . I k n ow that 
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anyone can have a bad day , but her  mood got prog r essively 
wor s e  the l onger we stayed . For t h i s  rea son she was t ipped 
one penny and I have vowed n ever  to r eturn  to that 
establ ishment . 

F r om t h i s  expe r i ence I have lea rned that there  a r e  two 
things  to r emember  when d i n i ng ou t :  

r .  The customer  i s  always r ight . 
I I .  You a r e  pay ing for  food , atmosphere  and service and you 
should be d iscr iminat ing enough to expect the best . 

Th is  i s  the r a t ing system used for my r ev iew : 
I .  Luther ' s  Seal of li.pproval  --The best possibl e rat ing . 

The top of the l in e .  Excellent service , good food , good 
atmosphere  and has a wine  l ist . 

I I .  F r eder ick the Wise Spon sor ship  --Pr obably does not 
have a wine l i st , but they serve  mo re  than one beer on tap , 
and they do have a sepa rate  d i n ing room ,  but  the qua l i ty is  
not  the best . 

I I I . Tetzel ' s  Indulgence --A fa i r  place ;  qua l i ty of most 
fast-food establ i shments . Somewhat of an  endurance test , but 
not hor r id .  

I V .  Purga tory Pits  --Eat ing at  a place r ece iving the  "P . P "  
rat ing i s  l i k e  serv ing 1 0 , 0 00  yea r s  i n  purgatory  --except the 
food is worse . 

Cal l  me b iased , but a ft e r  my expe r ience the Lincoln  D iner  
is  a Purgatory exper i ence 1 [ J 
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A LETTER TO MY FRIENDS 

I cannot hold you tears 
can but embrace and circumnavigate my face 
a twisted thing defaced by fear 
and dumb surprise 

I sit my joy escaping 
like e window watching rain 
and bur;r my parishioners 
between the fo otball games 

I have not been a pastor long 
temptation, like a lover 
bids �e take the cross 
and cut it into ski lodge firewood 

But I cannot a sleve 
like Paul imprisoned 
by my God to serve 
I love my God 
I ' ll hold you yet 
li God gives �e the nerve 

Yes, yes I hold you li!<e a pocket knife 
inside my faded coat 
I stand and wave you now and then 
wr.ile rocking in tr.is boat 

Ce.n God yet carve a liquid face 
into a wooden sea? 
If so, �Y fri end, then you ' re the salt 
inside the tide of me! 
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Tim Craven 
Septemb er 11, 1988 
Ephrata, Pa. 
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Evangel ica l Lutheran Chu rch in Stevens , PA .  




