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A Samp l e  of t he Pas t 
FROM OCTOBER, 28,  1 96q 

L i fe c an o n l y  be understood backwards,  but  
it  must b e  l i ved forward . 
Soren K i erkegaard 

A NEW MISSION F I ELD ? 

Events 
i n d i cate the 

of recent 
n eed 

weeks 
for 

seem to 
Chr istian  

M ission a r i es in  a new  m i ss i on f i e l d .  
Perhaps for many years we have 
pouring  money i n to m iss ionary work 
amongst  the depri ved and uneducatPd 
peop l es o f  the wor l d ,  and  have 
overlooked a fert i l e  m ission f i� l d  
r i ght under our noses.  I suggest 
the format ion o f  a spec i a l  
m i ss ionary team t o  b e  sent stra ight  
i nto the heart of  Cap i tol  Hi l l .  

Wash ington D . C .  seems to be  a 
spot g reat l y  i n  need of  Chr i stian  
m i ss i onaries .  This  is  partly  
ev idenced i n  the 1 96q e l ec t ion 
campaign  wh i c h  was one of the 
d i rt i est in recent  h i story. Mud was 
s lung in a l l  d i rections  - mud not 
on l y  of p o l i t i c a l  nature, but a l so 
maoral and rel i g ious mud . 

b een 

FROM NOVEMBER 12 ,  1 9Gq 

A sermon 1 s  not too long just because 
peop l e  look at  the i r  watches to see the 
t ime .  But you can begin  to won der when 
they put  them to the i r  ears to see i f  they 
are sti l l  run n i n g .  ta f f  

i70Iartin 
�uther$ 
teree! 

E l ect ion tear ant i cs  are not 
the on l y  evidence  of  the n eed for 
m iss ionar ies .  The o ff-year 
escapades of  �ur government o f f i c a l s 

fJ�
HE fun ,h;ng up�<md ;n my «,I ;, � crou,_bl,ck, �;th;n th, 

are equa l l y  1 mp ressi ve.  Decadence  hon. 1 0  put me m mmd th.H fanh 111 Chnsc crucified uve1 

and  depri vation are seen i n  power 1 
._ ' 

us. 'for with the hew: oun bd.icvcth umo righteousness.'+++ 

and man ey  d ea  1 s in  Cap i to 1 c 1 oak _ ow, although tlie cross .is  black. mortified, 2nd intended to e2usc pW1, 

room�, the ro 1 1  in  g of 1 og s i n  yet it docs not change tlie colour of tlie hcut, docs not descroy n:uure -

Washington . ca  '.es, th� eng  j neering  o f  i. c., doc.s no< lull, but heps �ve. 'For the just shall live by faith,'- by 

l u ckbacks  �n i mp ress i ve o f f i c es ,  and  futh in th e  Saviour. +++ But th.is heart i s  fixed upon the ccnne of a 

the hover i n g  o f  an unconcerned • th r · · · d 
1 • t 

wh1te rose, to show 2c 121th e2uses JOY, consohuon 211 peace. The 

mora �n
y ave� m

t
ost o

t
f
d

t�,e c i ty·  rose is white, ooc red, because white i s  the ide2.l colour of 2 U  angels 2nd 
yone in ,eres e 1 n  en l i st i n g  . . h '  

· · d 
i n  the p roposed - . blessed .sp1ms. +++ T u rose. moreover, u fixed m 2 sky - coloure 

missionary thrust . - - - -

i n to tr-,e fede""al t ,- l 
ground, to denote that such Joy of  fa.1th m the spuH 1s but  a.n cmest 

. , governmen s ,au d . . . • -

address app 1 i c a  t ions  to the Board o f  md bcglJUl.l!lg of heavenly JOY to come, .s a.nuc1pated 2nd held by 

American  M i ssions in Phi l a de l p l i i a .  hope, though oo< ycc rcvnled. ++-+And around this groundbse is a 

- F. K rautwurst golden ring, t o  signify th2t such bLss m hc.2vcn is endless, 2nd more 

precious chm 2U joys 2nd ne2surcs, since gold is the best 2nd most pre... 

cious meul. Christ, our dcu Lord, He will give gn.ce umo etcm:i.l life. 

Amen 

l 



From The Pre s ident 

Passion for Learning 

I have a few p layfu l  essays u p  my 
sleeve which I hope none of the readers of 
Table Talk wi l l  take too seriously. That's one 
of the special privileges of growing older and 
gaining the status of "emeritus". I can tease 
without threaten ing .  The unconvent ional  
fantasies I want to indulge are simply that
irresponsible flings of imagination - which, of 
course, no responsible tenured (certainly no 
untenured!) professor could get away with . 

Tod ay 's  reve r i e  has  t o  d o  w i th  
curriculum revision. I 'm sure this is a sacred 
and important process. It must be or I wouldn't 
have participated in it so religiously so many 
t imes as a faculty member. Nor, would I 
voluntarily engage in it again after retirement. 
Each time I confess I fancy participating in  
ushering i n  the parous i a .  I t  never  q ui te 
happens, I seem to recall, but I don't seem to 
learn from experience. 

You have to know what we were after. 
We had ponderous exchanges on the subject 
of how much a graduate needed to know. 
Later  pedagogues  l a b e l e d  i t  t h e  " c o r e  
cur r icu l u m . "  Some o f  the  more practical 
m i n ds e x p o u n d ed o n  t h e  s k i l l s  t h at a n  
effective practitioner m ight be expected to  
master. The more phi losophical among us 
reminded their colleagues that it was neither 
information or skil ls we were conveying but a 
search for ways to  i m prove the potential 
pastor's capacity to think theologically about 
practice. If only we could produce theologians 
rather  than mere profess iona ls , we sa id  
knowingly to  one another with great solemnity. 
T h e n  t h e r e  was occas iona l l y  t h e  mystic 
among us who wanted to view praxis less in 
terms of doing than being. 

The assumption, of course, is that you 
get at a l l  these th ings by rearrang ing_ the 
bui lding blocks of  school ing. You d o  1 t  by 
constructing a rational, integrated course of 
studies through which students are carefully 
shepherded. Everything is neatly clustered 
around  a core wh ich a faculty adopts by 
majority vote. The master tr ick is to solve the 
problem of integration .  How do you put all the 
pieces together? 

No self-respecting pedagogue would 
dare suggest that one can educate without a 
curriculum. But, perhaps it's comparable fol ly 
to suppose that by putting a learner through a 
lock-ste p process a s  a c o n s u m e r  o f  o u r  
offerings s/he comes out educated. 

Education may be, in the final analysis ,  
not at all the function of teaching but rather the 
process of learning. The student controls that. 
S/he will choose what s/he will learn despite 
a l l  the erudite intrus ions of professors or  
required studies. What one chooses to  learn 
may well be other than a rationa l ,  log ical  
selection among optional courses . Even in  
the "core" the student may end up learn ing 
what s/he wants to  learn. 

Behind it all , learning is control led by 
passion, that force which drives and compels 
and motivates. It's a spark that's g iven which 
the wise teacher will seek to ignite or discover 
or fan into a consuming flame! 

If we only knew more about how to do 
this, the curriculum would take its proper place 
as a usefu l  b u t  d isposab le  i nstrument of 
imagination and nurture. Tel l  us, dear student, 
how to do that! How can we better free you 
from an imposed dependence on o u r  own 
teaching and the iron-cage of the curricu lum? 

J. Russell Hale 
Act ing President 



"As You Have Done It 

Unto The Least of These ... . " 

Fc,r my action/reflection proj ect 
( required of all LHS types ) ,  I work for 
Bread for the City, a food bank located 
near Luther Place Church in downtown 
Washington, D.C. For those who dcn ' t  
remember, or who are not old enough to 
remember, this is the area of OC that 
burned during the riots following Dr . 
Martin Luther King ' s  assassination in 
1968 . Washington is a city of striking 
contrasts. "Bread" as we call it, is 
located hard by a group of shelters, 
while we can look across the street and 
see luxury hotels and office buildings, 
and yes, only a few blocks away the White 
House. 

"Bread ' s "  food distribution center 
is located in a trailer, in a parking 
lot on 14th Street. To this trailer 
co.tie a steady stream of people � poor 
that they will walk many blocks to 
pick up a bag containing cans of macke
rel and pork ' n  beans. And this they 
can get only once a month, and at that 
we carefully verify that their  income 
is  low enough to qualify them for this 
largesse. As if  anyone would walk a 
cpuple of miles in the rain, or carry 
a child, in order to get cans of macke
rel if they didn ' t  need them ! 

So here we are " feeding the least 
of these". Last week a woman came to 
the desk to proudly tell me that she is 
getting custody of her husband ' s  two 
grandchildren, ( not hers) because the 
parents are on drugs and she would not 
let those children be neglected. This 
is  a woman, remember, who has so little 
she is coming for the cans of mackerel. 
A couple of weeks ago we wc:.::·e able to 
vary our standard pork ' n  beans with some 
blackeyed peas-and the people were re
joicing, talking about fall being the 
time for blackeyed peas , and it would 
soon be time for Thanksgiving. Thanks
giving . . .  What do You have to be thankful 
for? I thought. 

But they know, more than I do, about 
simple love that prompts them to share 
what little they have, about simple com
panionship gained as they stand in l ine 
for a miserable sack of food, and of a 
simple faith that is indeed absolute 
dependence and utter trust in God as 
manifested in human kindness, however 
meager that kindness may be. 

And the woman today who said simply, 
"God bless you" as she left the trailer. 
God has blessed me-by letting me know 
people like her. 

Are these people "the least of 
these? "  

Pat 3nyder 

F OC U S :  j .  Pau l Balas 

This is  the second of two articles 
that introduces our new faculty members 
to Gettysburg Seminary. Last month the 
focus was on Mary Knutsen, and this month 
we are introducing J. Paul Balas to the 
community. 

J. Paul Balas did his undergraduate 
work at Thiel College. He then came to 
Gettysburg Seminary and received a B. D. 
degree. He also has an M. Ed. and a PhD 
i� counseling from the University of 
Pittsburgh. While there he did an ex-
tended major in higher education . His 

main interests have been in campus minis
try and faith development of young adults. 
J. Paul Balas has most recently been 
employed as the chaplain at Thiel College. 
where he also taught and did administra
ti�e work during his eleven years there. 
Prior to that, Mr. Balas had been a pas
tor to two congregations near Pittsburg, 
and the Lutheran Campus pastor at the 
University of Pittsburgh . 

Mr. Balas is originally from Donora, 
P�. ,  �ocated south of Pittsburgh . He and 
his wife, Karen, have been married for 
27 years. They have three sons. The two 
oldes� are m�th teachers, and the youn
gest is working on a PhD at the Universi
ty of Rochester. The Balas have a 14 
ye�r old springer spaniel that they are 
quite fond of . 

t:'k·  Balas enjoys outdoor activities, 
especially fly fishing . Mrs. Balas is 
lea:n�n� to _ weave, and they both enjoy 
activities involving music and the arts. 

We at Table Talk offer a hearty 
welcome to our new faculty members, J .  
Paul Balas and Mary Knutsen. 

Kris Bell 

., 



Two way s treet 

Local Congregat ions and 

1\,,,n Ly ) C;)t·s ogo , l he Lulheran 
wit ness i n  Lhc GetLysburg area undertook 
a neH form of ministry i n  Lhe shape of a 
nursing home nor t h  o f' l he borough along 
Ous iness 1 5 .  �e" L ) ea r ,  lhe LuLheran 
Ilom1e. wi l l  corrn1cm01a l .. 1 thr admission of 
j t s first JX1 U e1 1 t . Tn l!H' tl;o decades 
s i l lC'(' \ hn t pa t 1 en I ;1 r-r i nxi. , Lhe Lutheran 
l lumc has pt ·o, ided ql1ul i L.} 1 11 1es ing care Lo 
Ll10 pcop l ) o f  .-\dams and Frai1k l i.n County . 
So many f::uni l ics have used Lhe 'ursing 
l lom1., and t he 1 ·e L i. remcn t \' i L lnge that has 
spn mg up around j l Lhat few people 
recognize the term "LuLheran Social 
Sen· i.ces . " \n " unclear ident ity" has 
resul l ed. accord i.ng t0 J�ay McDo,.,,ell of 
LSS . Conscqi 1en t 1 )  , the communi ty does 
not Imai, about L 1 1e wide range of services 
1, hfr·h are :i., <d l :-ihl e .  Som<"' of t he� 
� t  .1 ff,•r�. h,:ip, t n sc'1' t h1' fuc i l i Ly 
.-�f t:: lTed l . >  i 1 1  t J i -, fuLu1·e as " Lut heran 
S, ,� i a l  Sen·iC'es--Gel l ysburg CcnLer "  so as 
l ,, reflect a m i n i stry h'h i ch is more than 
I he 1 :1 r.bc' n11ri-d ng home and co 1- t nges se1"n 
from l he t·o:1d . 

Tron i ca l l ) , \-ari o11s org,m i zati ons 
!'>llrh ns l .ut herRn Tnner ii ss i on r-inr.l 
l .1 1  l l 11.,ran \,'el fr11·t� prcwi ded se>JT i C'es I o  
. \dams ,�0111 i t y l 1P fm·,, t h<· ere:i U on of I .SS 
. i t at l  c·n1 ,c..t 11 1< '1 i on of t he nursjng fari l i ty . 
\dn11t i rn 1  �., 1 ·, i 1 · 1-'s :ind fam i l y  ro1mse l j ng 
hl" l '1 '  am, ,ng l hos, s,,t·\ i r1:-..; . Tn  add i t  i ()n 
l < > 1·es i dcn l i ,d , -;u ·1 •  for l he •� l r lPrJ y ,  l.SS 
no1,· pr..:,vides home heal th care , chi l d  day 
r,tre , r.� ts•� rn:.lllagemr:!n L ,  hospice for t he 
l crmi n3l l:: i 1 1  and Lhei r  fami l  i.es , and 
sen·ices for Lhe hearing i mpai red . 

Durjng the Great Society days , the 
l c,cal C'ong1 ·eg;1 t i ons pushc-rl for t he 
creation of  a st ronger soc i a l  services 
program 1-1i t h i n  rhurch . The in tervenj ng 
yeai·s han� i n fl uenced t he shape of  LSS . 
l .SS i s  LhP " sen j ce :1nn of t he rhurch " 
accordi ng Lo , 1-:Dui-·e] 1 wi Lh Llie gren Les L 
danger in  fo1·geLLinJ Lhat i L is  "not Lhe 
on ] y soc in]  mi  n j  s t ry "  Lhe church 
unclert ahe>s . MrD,,i-e l l a l  so fer l s  that the 
"d1. 1 l l eng<' is t o  ma i nt a j n  l i nl,s H i. th 
l o< ·nl  C'onJregn t ions" i n  Lhe f'r-i.ce of a 
synod or i entPd system in  wh i ch the synod 
o f f i  re di  rert ly f i  nanC'es R porL ion o f  the 
oper:1 t i ons . Anot her d i ffj C' 1 1lty i n  
ma i n t ;:ti 1 1  i ng congrcga U on conncc t i  ons j s 
lhe overal l struet.ure ,,,h i ch makes T.SS i n  

Lutheran Soc ial Serv ices 

Gettysburg part of the Lutheran Social 
Se1·vices--SouLh Region headquartered i n  
York . �JcDowell feels lhaL these 
coni1t"'ctions are "mixed h] cssi ngs . "  
h'i LhouL thP. continued supporL of  these 
sen·ice and finance superstructures , 
programs at Lhe local leYel hould not be 
able lo function during lean U mes 
Lc L1,1een government al locati ons . On the 
other hand, superstructures tend to be 
j mpersonal and seemingly unai,are of 
specia l  ci rcumstances that affect local 
operations . When asked about the role 
the Gettysburg Lutheran Partners i n  
:S1 ini slry play in maintaining 
cong 1•egntional l inks I McDowel l  agreed 
thaL l he Partners i s  helpful but carries 
the di fficulty of creating exc] usive 
U nJrnge ; u:,s has to have more d irect 
1 i nl, s 1 .  i. t.h a 1 1  th� congregations of Adruns 
cow1ty . '.'1cDowel 1 beU eves Lhat 
congregation relations is a " ti-·o way 
s trec>i "--for years the con�r0g.1.t i ons h:n E: 
bPen support i ng LSS wi t h  funds arid 
,·n l un rt"ers ; now LSS offers l i fe 
enrichmPnt p1·ogr:uns , advocary ,  and a 
v i clr>o ] ihrary . 

F nnding has been impacted by 
go,·ernment poli c i es . During the Gre::it 
Soriely , LSS became accustomed to 
op0r-a t. 1 ng on Federa l and Commom,ea lth 
supp,wt. . Even before t he Reagan era , 
rhnngPs in  Federal pol iC'y ( i . e .  
competi t i ve bidding ) forced LSS to take a 
seri ous look at thei r  program as a church 
:1gency . Many programs "•hj ch duplicated 
already extant programs were eliminated 
and case management ( s i mi lar to socia]  
i..•orkPr ) began d i recting people to 
appropriate sources of aid . Q\·er 90% of  
t he present LSS budget comes from fees , 
i nsurances , and gm·ernment monies ; the 
res t- romes from church sources . Although 
\ h� rcnm j nder seems small , i t  j s the 
pivota] portion i--hich enab]es LSS to rare 
for indi ,·iduals who have neither the 
reso11rces 
to p...-1y .  
support , 
staff . 

nor 
f n  

200 

the government insurances 
ad.di t ion to the f i rnrnd al 

volunteers augment the 

--1'-:ia.tthew Lynn R iegel 



Poetry 

Ode to CPE 

Here I a■ s i t t ing wai t i ng to start 
Not knowing in ■y ■ind 11hat 11as ■y part. 

There he sat in h i s  chair so s t i l l 
I fel t I should go out and take a p i l l. 

What d i d  he say, l et ' s  t ake a 11al k? 
I thought 11e 11ou ld  sit here and just ta l k .  

Oh  dear ! Oh  ■y! Here 11e go !  Hope i t  doesn ' t  take  l ong. 
I real l y  hope i t ' s  shor t .  Haybe 11e 11 i l l  sing I song. 

I guess I can 11ear these new shoes, does i t  ■atter? 
I guess t ry  not to ra ise such a c l at ter. 

A great ■ ist ake I f ind out real quick: 
I think ■y toes are going to be s ick. 

Ho11 ■any 11ards d id  he say 11e had to  go? 
Oh, good, I a■ g l ad 11e are wal k ing slo11. 

Oh dear ! I have f i ve wards ho11 w i l l  I cope? 
Al l that 11ork--looks l i ke l a■ out on a thin rope. 

E ighteen verbati1s ,  case study, video too, 
Think I ' l l  cal l in and say I have the f lu. 

One thousand pages to  read, oh no !  
Suess I should get started because before I kno11 

It vi 1 1  be over and al 1 I vi 1 1  have to sho11 
W i l l  be s ick toes and the f lu, so get 11 i t h  the flow. 

I decided to  11ork so very hard and get set, 
Decided not to 11or ry and not to fret, 

Knew I could do it fro■ ward to 11ard ,  
Have worship serv ices and 1ove toward 

Seeing pat ients 11alk and pace
1 Seeing the■ 11 i th  the fingers 1n the a i r  they trace, 

So1et i1es feel i ng the anger that they so1et i1es fel t 
Trying to understand the l i fe so1e have been dea l t .  

Knowing that so■e 11ould never l eave. 
Seeing their acceptance ■ay be hard to bel ieve, 

Knowing that they do have the basic needs--
food, c lothing, shel ter, and car ing is a good deed. 

Is th is  a l l  we can g ive to those everywhere? 
Is th is  a l l  11e can do to sho11 we care, 

So■e do not have even th is .  
I s  th is  11hat 11e cal l the  A11erican bl i ss? 

This is why I a■ g l ad I 11as chosen to co■e, 
To learn and gro11 11 i th  some 

In knowledge and understanding 11 i th  the group 
Understanding 1yse l f  w i th in  the troop, 

Work ing 11 i th  Shel l y  and Jarv is  as 11e gre11, 
Knowing that I 11as one of the fe11 

That would 1 iss get t ing up at the crack of d11111, 
To do verbati■s a l l  day l ong, 

Stay ing up hal f the n ight, too, 
forgetting about s i c k  toes and f lu ,  

Always to re1e1ber what I have learned 
fro■ those around 1e in turn. 

--Barbara E l l en Tidd 

(Spr ing 6rove Hosp ita l  Center is an inst itut ion for the 
■ent a l ly i l l  in Bal t i1ore, Nd . )  

Ref l ect ions  on a Spi r i tual Journey 

I n  my youth, i n  the darkness o f  n i ght ,  
I prayed for w i sdoom . 

Then I awoke to f i n d  the gentle  morn ing  
l i ght 

turned to stabb i ng  rays of  p a i n .  
And I cou ld  not r i se .  
My _ strug g l e  was st i l l ed by  cosmic pa i n  

1nvad1ng  the dep ths o f  my sou l ,  
b l urri n g  the boundary b etween day  and 

n i ght,  
a thousand days and n i ghts. 

And I could not cry .  

The c r i p p l i ng p a i n  became my fr iend , 
comfortabl e and comfort ing .  

I hugged i t  c l ose, day  and n i ght , 
for a thousand days  and n i ghts . 

And I wou ld  not cry.  

Softly  I heard a voice  s i gh ,  
" He i s  r i sen for you ! "  
I n  f ear and wonder,  I hastened to rep l y ,  
" For me?" 
And I c r ied .  

" For you ! For you ! "  
The word s  echoed roundabout.  
" For me ! "  I rep l ied , 
and to arise  once a ga i n ,  I tried. 
Then I beheld my p a i n .  

Washed i n  the gentle  rays o f  the ear ly  
morn ing  l i ght  
the  grey  b lan,et  of  my  pain  was 

trans formed . 
A memory here, a remembrance there, 
a l l  l ooked me in the eye, awa i t i ng  my 

rep l y .  
And I prayed , " Father, forg i ve them. Dear 

Lord , forg ive me. " 

Then my soul k new peace amidst  i ts  p a i n ,  
a n d  I arose a n d  l imped forward i n to the 

br i ght l i ght of day,  
Cry i n g ,  "He is r i sen for you ! "  

--Jane Huber Compton 



These are the twelve steps of Alco
holics Anonymous as they appear in the 

. Big Book, the book which was so named 
because of its original size. It is the 
text, if  you will of the program. No 
matter what twelve step program one 
belongs to, the steps will be the same 
except the wording of the first step 
which could say that we were powerless 
over gambling , our emotions , cigarettes , 
or any number of things the program is 
being used for these days. It very 
simply is being used by other programs 
because the steps work. 

Al Anon 's steps read exactly the 
same as AA, as does the ACOA (Adult 
Children of Alcoholics) program. 
The interpretation is slightly different. 
In Al Anon, we are also powerless over 
alcohol , other people's alcohol. We 
can no more control someone else's al
cohol consumption than we can control 
someone else 's life. In ACOA , we 
learn that we are powerless and can 
not cause saneone else's alcoholism. 
We need not feel guilty because a parent 
is alcoholic. 

The rest of the program is aimed 

at changing ourselves. If we change 
ourselves other people have to change to 
accommodate the new us. Many wives 
leave Al Anon when they discover that 
their joining is not a guarantee that 
their spouse will quit drinking. 
There is no such guarantee , but what 
the program will promise if  you hang in 
there and work the steps is that you 
will be happier. Small promise? I 
think not. 

The most striking thing about these 
steps is that they are written in the 
past tense, indicating that action has 
been taken. Only then can we see re
sults. It is said in the Big Book that 
we share "our experience , strength , and 
hope", not our opinion, strength, and 
hope. If the steps are not worked , th� 
most that can be shared is opinion. 

The first step is the only one that 
I can work perfectly. I can abstain 
from alcohol. However this step ta\res 
on new meaning as the years roll alon�. 
I now see my powerlessness as extending 
far beyond alcohol. I am powerless 
over situations , people , and any number 
Of things that are apt to cross my path. 

CONT INUED ON PAGE J 

I
An Invitation To Take Twelve Steps  

1.  We admitted we were powerless over 
alcohol-that our lives had become 
unmanageabl e. 

2. Came to believe lhat a power greater 
than ourselves could restore us to 
sanity. 

3. Made a decision to turn our will and 
our lives over to the care of God 
as we understood Him. 

4. Made a searching and fearless moral 
inventory of ourselves. 

5. Admitted to God , to ourselves , and 
to another human being the exact 
nature of our wrongs . 

6 • .  Were entirely reody to have God 
remove all these defects of charac
ter. 

7. Humbly asked llim Lo remove our 
shortcomings. 

8. Made a l ist of all pe1sons we had 

harmed , and became willing to make 
amends to them all. 

9. Made direct amends to such people 
wherever possible, except when to 
do so would inj ure them or others. 

10.  Continued to take personal inven
tory and when we were wrong promp
tly admitted it. 

1 1. Sought through prayer and medita
l ,  tion to improve our conscious con

tact with God as we understood Him, 
praying only for knowledge of His 
will for us and the power to carry 
that out. 

12. Having had a spiritual awakening 
as a result of these steps , we tried 
to carry this message to alcoholics , 
and to practice these principles in 
a l l  our affairs. 

----------------------------------------------� 



(Author ' s  note: Th is colu1n i s  intended to enl ighten the 
student body w i th  so■e l it t le  known i n for■ation about our 
beloved se1inary ca1pus , )  

It seems appropriate to start this 
co lumn w i th an arti c le about one o f  the 
hottest toL1 r ist  attractions  on " The H i l l . " 
I am speak ing  o f  none other than the 
famous ( i n famous? ) c annon she l l  that i s  
lodged in  the south wa l l  of  Schmucker 
House .  (P lease note that i t  is not a 
cannon ba l l .  I t  i s  a can ister wh i ch  has a 
bunch o f  l i tt l e  t i ny  cannon bal l s  i n  i t . ) 
There i s  a sma l l  Amer ican f lag  in  the wal l 
Just beneath the shel l .  I don ' t  know why. 
I a l so don ' t  know i f  i t  is a Rebel or a 
Yankee she l l .  What I do k now i s  that 
tourists come from a l l  over the country to 
look at  this  she l l .  You can spot these 
tourists because they have out-of-state 
l i c ense p l ates , they dr ive at  ten mi les 
per hour and every s i n g l e  occupant i n  the 
vehi c l e  points  to the cannon she l l .  So, 
i f  a tourist stops and asks you where the 
cannon she l l  i s ,  don ' t  say a word Just 
point .  - Mariam Nichol son 

7 

Howard D iv in i ty Convocat ion 

The Howard School of  D iv i n i ty ' s  Seventy
Third Annual  Convocat ion wi l l  be held on 
November 8th and 9th, 1 989. The theme for 
this year i s :  Black  Theology in Retro
spect and Prospec t :  D iscontent,  Revo l t ,  
and New Ferment. Among those peop le  t o  be 
present ,  d i scussed and/or honored are 
Howard Thurman, Dr . Corn e l l  West and Dr. 
James Hal Con e .  The c losing  serv i ce  w i l l  
be preached by Dr.  James Forbes, R iverside 
Church,  New York , NY.  Further i n format ion 
�ay be ga ined by getting in  touch w i th Bob 
Wagner or Howard School o f  D iv in ity. 
There w i l l  a l so be a schedu le  posted in  
Va l ent i ne  Ha l l .  - Bob Wagner 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE � 

The disease of alcoholism is a pro
gressive disease whether or not I drink. 
However ,  sobriety is progressive too. 
That is what makes it all so exciting. 
Sobriety is not an event, it is a j ourney. 

Although I am a manber of all three 
programs, AA, AlAnon, and ACOA, my in
troduction was in AA, and that is why 
this is slanted toward that perspective. 
I learned sobriety fran AA, I learned 
c.ontentment from Al Anon. I learned 
to lose a lot of guilt in ACOA. But 
AA remains my first love . 

The steps have saved my l ife. I 
do not work them now as I did 14 years 
ago. What kept me sober then would not 
do it  today. I have grown and so has 
my program. As a baby learns how to 
crawl before he/she can walk, I worked 
the steps badly until I learned to work 
them better. 

If you think you can benefit from 
this type of program, cane see us on 
Thursday nights in 208 Heiges at 8 : 00. 
The only thing you have to lose is your 
fear, your guilt, and/or your addiction. 



Some f i ve hundred peop l e  attended the 
Luther Col loquium on October 25. 

Steven Ozment examined the h i stor i ca l  
context o f  the Reformation a nd  argued that 
it was a re l i g ious event. In the f i rst 
part of h is  l ecture lie demonstrated that 
the words of the reformers suited the 
amb i tions of those in the pub l i c sphere 
who wanted greater economic and po l it i ca l  
freedom. He  mainta ined in  the second 
part,  however,  that the end resu lt  was 
r e l i g ious.  The economic  and p o l i t i c a l  
l i ves o f  the pub l i c rema ined pretty much 
the same, whereas the status of  the c l ergy 
had c hanged gross ly  by  the end of the 
cen tury . Be fore the Reformation the 
c l ergy  were for the peop l e  as oppressive 
as c i v i l  l eaders ;  a fterwar d ,  the c l ergy 
was a l so under the authority of the state. 
Ozment ,  in his third part,  a l erted the 
commun i ty to a hot debate in h i stor ica l  
c i rc l es today that has emerged because of  
this  end  resu l t .  Some argue that the 
c i v i l  l eaders co-opted the reformers for 
the ir  own purposes, and that the end 
resu l t  was due to the weaknesses of  the 
reformers and the streng th of amb i t ious 
c iv i l  l eaders. The ir  opponents see the 
new status of the c l ergy as the i n tent ion 
of  strong reform leaders. In  con c lusion ,  
Ozment reasserted that the Reformat ion was 
a rel i g ious event .  By the 16OOs, ne�J 
i nstitutions  were estab l i shed from wh ich  
further evangel ism Lou ld  take p l ace  and by  
which the p ub l i c  could  guide  the ir  l ives 
mora l ly .  

Er i c  Gritsch narrowed the focus and 
p l aced the peop le of Wi ttenberg under the 
microscope .  He showed how the townspeop le  
had tremendous a f fect on Luther ' s  work . 
Starting  with the years be fore the 
Wartburg,  he described the mood both 
within  the University and i n  the c ommun ity 
o f  2 , 000. A fter desc1 i b ing  Luther ' s  
restr i ct ions of the Rad i c a l s  upon his  
return from the castle ,  he  then gave a 
b low by  b low summary o f  how Luther gu ided 
the advance  of the re forms in W ittenberg.  
In this  three part lecture,  Gritsch demon
strated that the progress of the Reforma
tion was tt,e result  of a very c lose 
relationship  between Luther and h i s  pub l i c 
community .  The tension o f  the three
lec ture event was broken by the selection 
of  Luther q uotes interjected by  Gritsch.  

Carl Braaten g ave the c ommu n i ty a lot 
to ta l k  about in  h is  po lem i c a l  p resenta
tion.  He arg ued that the Chr i stocentric  
theo 1 oo  y o f  K .  Barth and other G0r :::::: '1 

theolog ians  has encouraged the Church to 
approach today ' s  p l ural ist ic  soc iety w ith  
a Chr i stocratic k i nd  o f  l eg i s lation .  
Mai nta in i ng  a strong commi tment to a two
k ingdom eth ic  as expos i ted by Luther, he 
argued as on l y  a systemat i c i an wou l d  or 
c ou l d  for a k eener eye in d i stu i n g u i shing  
the two rea lms .  Braaten said  that f i rst 
and foremost the p roc l amation of the 
Church shou l d  rema i n  the hope of the 
eschaton . In the rea lm o f  eth i c s  and 
p o l i t i c s ,  it wou l d  behoove the Church to 
trust in the presence  o f  the Ho ly  Sp i r i t  
a n d  the power o f  the Creator Father for 
the estab l ishment of Justice .  He argued 
that tlie fu l lness of the T r i n i ty is at 
work in the c onsc ien c e  of s i n f u l  human ity.  

In  response, I wou ld  argue  that in  
h is  c orrec t ive re-de l i n eation of  Chr i st ' s  
role i n  the realm o f  eth ics  that Braaten 
has gone too far. I agree that eth ics  
are  w i thin  the rea l m  o f  reason , but  I 
think that as Chr i stians  we reason with 
certain fundamental pr i nc i p l es .  As 
Christians  and not holy spi r i tua l i sts, we 
must a lways take Chr i st ' s  earthl y  
min istry, H i s  death, ressurection ,  and H i s  
ascens ion as the starting p o i n t  for our 
eth i c a l  and  p o l i t i ca l  ref lections .  I 
wou ld  argue that in  h i s  attempt to regain 
the roles of  the Father and the Holy 
Sp i r i t  in  and on this earth of a c reat ion ,  
Braaten has m i sp laced the role Chr i st has 
iR  our moral  dec i s i on-ma k i n g .  

What do  you think ? 
-V i k i ng  Dietrich 



Campus Action 
, . 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

The Student Assoc i at ion is trying 
hard to form a budget. Commi ttee requests 
were much h i gher than what cou l d  be 
granted . A subcommi ttee c i rcu lated a 
proposa l for a l lotments which w i l l  be  
debated at the n ext SA meeting .  

The h i gh  cost of  hea l th insurance has 
caused much concern . For married students 
the cost is about one fourth of the ir  
annual  budget.  Out of  this concern,  a 
survey has been d i stributed i n  order to 
examine  the poss ib i l ty of  an a l ternative 
i n surance p lan . 

V IS ITORS ON CAMPUS 

We wan t to thank  our Russian Orthodox 
v i s i tors for the t ime they spent with us. 
Mr. Serge Rassk azovsk i y ,  Teacher at the 
Len i ngrad Theo log ica l  Sem inary, and 
Archimandr i t  Augustin ,  Assoc iate Professor 
at the Len ingrad Theo log i c a l  Seminary,  
were here for two days during which they 
attended a few c lasses, responded to 
students questions,  and presented s l ides 
dep i ct i n g  the m i l l en ium ce lebrat ions of 
the Russ ian Orthodox Church.  

We welcome our 1989-90 Pastor- in
Res idence,  The Reverend Dr . G.  Frederick 
A igner. A 1969 graduate of  our semi nary, 
A inger is now serv ing  h i s  th ird parish, 
one in Ar l i ngton Hei ghts, I l l .  H i s  
d i ssertation ,  Emergent Rel ations of 
Freedom, earned h im  h i s  Ph. D. from the 
Graduate Theo log i c a l  Un ion in Berk e l ey .  
Pastor Ainger i s  with us from Oct . 30 unt i l  
Nov. 3 .  Welcome ! 

We a l so welcome 28 students from 
the Federa l Repub l i c  of Germany who w i l l  
b e  here from Nov. 7 through Nov. 24.  
They are fron the seminaries  at Preetz 
and Herborn. We are honored to have them 
on our campus. 

- V i k i ng Dietrich  

Revi ew: Romero 

Four Stars ! Excellent production , 
excellent direction , good script, and a 
powerful performance as Archbishop Romero. 

The movie begins with the selection 
and installment of Archbishop Romero . He 
is cli.osen for his qualities of "Booldsh
ness" ,  frailty of health , and obvious 
insensitivity towards the conflicts with
in the country: an excellent compromise 
for a Church which supports stability. 

'As the movie progresses , a close 
friend of Romero ' s  is assassinated with 
a young boy and an old man. Tl1e friend 
was a fellow priest , active in a grass
roots movement to hold free elections. 
Romero cancels masses throughout the 
area except for a single mass and funeral 
for the three cead. 

Other priests begin to take part in 
the grass-roots movement. A wealthy and 
influential hostage is taken to free 
political prisoners. Tl1e hostage i s ·  • 
killed . The priests and the Churc'l' are 
primarily blamed for the uprisings of the 
people and the government/military 
complex begins to vent its wrath. Priests 
as �ell as parishioners are rounded up , 
tortured , and killed. 

Throughout this ,  Romero begins to 
move from a passive to an active role in 
the political affairs of the country. 
Romero personally views and confronts the 
injustices and murders in the country. 
Close friends are tortured and killed . 
Churches are closed and used as military 
barracks. Romero confronts the violence 
through radio and even writes the US 
president to stop sending arms. Then 
one afternoon , while presiding at tlie 
Eucharist , Archbishop Romero lifts the 
cup for consecration and is shot through 
the heart. 

The movie is a powerful reminder 
that the Church is not always a safe 
place ; Christianity and the philosophy 
of Love are not the norms of the world ; 
and the resources of our Enemy are 
manifold and powerful. We , as Christians , 
are called to learn to die that we may 
be emboldened to live for the work of 
Christ in the World . 

s . E .Thomas 
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SUN MON TUE bJED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 II 
DHdline for Pastor in Putol' in 

lntun Residence Residence 
Appliutions 7:30pm 

Rev AiJner meets 
with ARTNERS 

Pastor in in 
Residence Schmucker 

Lounge 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  

Lessons Quest DI' Martin Marty Study of Ministry 

lllteiint 7:30 1:00-3:00 
Isaiih 26:t-lf,8-9 7:08 3:30-s:30 

12-13,19-21 SclunucktP Mt. Saint Mary's 7:00-9:00 
Revelation 21:9-11 Lounge Chapel 7:30 ORGANIST 

22-27 Paul Manz 
Matthew S:1-12 lnlel'national Gift Festival 

12 13 111 15 16 17 18 

Lessot1s TABLE JFK 
TALK SO MILE 

Malachi tt:1-2a,2 HIKE/RUN 
2 Thessalonians DEADLINE 

3 :6-13 family Life Boonsbol'o 
St. Luke 21:5-19 Committee Williamspol't 

Meeting 7:00 Maryland 

19 20 21 22 23 211 25 
Lessons SFRC THANKS GIVING Meeting 3 :30 

Isa iah 52:(-6 BRE AK Col"inthian 
15:SIJ-58 

St. Luke (9:tt-27 Community 
t26 Anniversary Thanksgivi� Lincoln's Addl'ess eal 

26 27 28 29 30 
lessons 

Oel"emiah 23:2-6 
Colossians t : (3-20 
St. Luke 23:3S-lf3 

7:30 MUSIC 
GETTYSBURG 

Subn1 it Decembel' Calendal' Events to F11ed Kopp , 




