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R E F L E C T I O N  O N  W O M E N  A N D  THE C H U R C H  

B y  R e v . E v e l y n  J .  A u r a n d , 

P as t o r , E p l e r ' s  U n i t e d  C h u r c h  or C h r i s t  

M y  g r a n d m o t h e r  w e s  a n  a c t i v e  c h urch 
w o m a n  ln  the  E v a n g e l i c a l  and 
Reformed C h u r c h . S h e  t a u g h t  i n  
t h e  P r i ma r y  D e p a r t m e n t , b e l o n g e d  

t o  t h e  Women ' s  Gu i l d  e n d  s e n g  l n  

t h e  ch o i r .  G r a n d m a  " g r a d u a t e d "  
r r o m  e o n e - r oom s c h o o l  k n o w n  e s  

" M u d  C o l l e g e . "  

M y  m o t h e r  w a s  a n  a c t i v e  church 
woman i n  t h e  L u t h e r a n  C h u rch . A t  

8 9  she ' s  n o  l o ng e r  ab l e  t o  b e  
act i v e .  F o r  m a n y  y e a r s  ehe t a ught 
young p e o p l e  e n d  then j o i n e d  t h e  

H u d d l e  C l a s s . S h e  p l a y e d  t h e  p i a n o  
l n  S u n d a y  S c h o o l ,  s a n g  l n  t h e  c ho i r  
and s e w e d  " s c u f  e s "  f o r  t h e  hosp i t a l .  
She  i s  a g r a d u a t e  o r  H o o d  C o l l e ge . 

l e m  en a c t i v e  c h u r c h  w o m e n . A r t e r  

v o l u n t e e r i n g r o r  m a n y  y e a r s , I 

g r a d u a t e d  rrom G e t t y s b u r g  S e m i na r y  

w i t h  t h e  M A R  d e g r e e .  
L C W  ( N ow E L C W ) s t a f f .  

I s e r v e d  o n  t h e  
O r d a i n e d  i n  

t h e  U n i t e d  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t , I have 

b e e n  a pastor s i nc e  1 9 7 4 .  I em a 

g r a d u a t e  o r  H o o d  C o l l e ge , t h e  L u t h e r a n  

S e m i n a r y  a t  G e t t y s b u r g  and L a n c a s t e r  

T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y . 

M y  d a u g h t e r  l s  a n  a c t i v e 
t h e  M e t ho d i s t  C h u rc h .  

c h u r c h  woman i n  
S h e  has d i r e c t e d  

c h o i r s ,  s i ngs i n  a c h o i r ,  p l a y s  w i t h 
h a ndba l l ,  r e c o r d e r  a r d  i n s t r u � e n t o l  
e n s e m b l e s .  She  m i n i s t e r s  t o  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  p u b l 1 c  s c h oo l . She 

hes d e g r e e s  from Hood C o l l e g e , But l e r  

U n i·ver"s 1 t y  a n d  Te n n e s s e e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  

M y  g r a n d d a u g h t e r s  a r e  a l s o  a c t i v e  1 n  t h e  
c h u r c h . T h e i r  m i n i s t r y  as h e a l e r s  e n d  
J o y - b r i n g e r s  l s  i m p o r t a n t  l n  b o t h  c h u r c h  

a n d  h om e .  T h e y  t h i n k i t  a l i t t l e  
unusua l t o  h a v e  a g r a n d m o t h e r  who i s  

p a s t o r  o r  a c o n g r e g a t i o n .  

I w a n t  t h e m  t o  g r o w  u p  k n o w i n g that 

y o u  do n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  a pastor t o  m i n i s t e r .  

I e n v i s i o n  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  t h e i r  f u t u r e  a s  
a comm u n i t y  w h e r e  ■ o m e n  and m e n , b o t h  

o r d a i n e d  a n d  l a y  w i l l  be e q u a l  p a r t n e r s  i n  

s h a r e d  m i n i s t r y . A m o n ! 
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I remember,  as  a child , wanting to grow up 
to be a past or. I never told anyone 
because I knew that they would tell me 
that women can' t be pastors. 

I remember,  when I read about Elizabeth 
Plat z '  s ordination, telling my family and 
friends that I wanted to be a pastor. 
They didn' t approve. 

I remember, as  a seminarian, the first 
Sunday that I went oul to Supply Preach. 
When the pastor of the congregat ion 
learned that the supply pastor was to  be a 
woman he cancelled his vacation. He met 
me at the church and told me that he would 
lead the service and I would preach . 
During the announcements he apologized to 
the congregation for having a woman in the 
pulpi t ,  and premised them that i t  would 
never happen again. 

I remember,  l ast year. The Sunday School 
books for the l i t t le ones in my 
congregat ion had a picture of a male 
pastor. They were supposed to Lalk about 
what that person does in Lhe church. They 
couldn' t figure i t  out .  They thought that 
only women could be pastors. 

I remember ,  last Sunday. After church one 
of the lit tle girls in the congregat ion 
was trying out the pulpit and the pastor ' s  
chair. And zhe c�id , "t-bybc I' 1 1  be a 
pastor when I grow up". And I rejoice. 
No one told her that she can' t be a 
pastor. 

The Rev. Karen E. Tews, Pastor 



Dear Paul a , 

I c a n  share w i t h  you my present 
m i n i s t ry as a Chap l a i n  i n  a Lutheran 
Nurs i ng Home in Montana . This is  a 
ve�y e x c i t i ng m i n i s t r y ,  for I serve 
people who are f a i thful  in the i r  
c a l l i ng a s  God ' s  m i n i s t e r s . They take 
t he i r  bapt i smal  c a l l  very serious l y .  
Many o f  t h e  peopl e  i n  t h i s  Home 
a r e  charter  members of the i r  home 
churches . They h e l ped to b r i ng 
Chr i s t i a n i ty t o  t h i s  state . 

For t h i s  type o f  m i n i s t ry you 
need to love Gods older  c h i l d re n ,  and 
be w i l l i ng to r e l a t e  to  the i r  needs , 
a nd wa l k  w i t h them through the 
V a l l ey of the Shadow of death . I t  i s  
a l so a m i n i s t ry o f  Word a nd Sacrament , 
a s  we c e l ebra te  Communion  two t i mes 
each week , i n  regular  servi ces , and 
once a week at the A l z h e i mers Spec i a l  
Serv i ce . I g e t  t o  m i n i s t e r  w i t h  the 
res idents , t h e i r  fami l i e s ,  a nd the 
s t a f f .  It is wonder f u l  to  see these 
people who have b lossomed as f lowers 
i n  God ' s  garden  where once seeds were 
sown . They love the i r  Lord and they 
show i t .  They love  one another and 
they are a l ways w i l l i ng to  help one 
another  f rom place  to  place . Many who 
can wa l k ,  push those who are i n  
wheel cha irs  f rom place  t o  place . 

Th i s  i s  a m i n i s t ry that  was usua l l y  
done b y  me n ,  a n d  now women i n  Long Term 
Care  mi n i s t r y  i s  i ncreas i ng .  I t  use 
to  be a m i n i s t ry for ret i r i ng m i n is ters , 
and now i t  i s  seen  as a very needed 
m i n i s t ry and a reconi zed one . With  
peop l i v i ng longer  we are  going to 
need ore homes , and hope f u l l y  more 
Chr · i a ns ones , w i th a Chapla i n  

m i n i stry  there . I ts  
exci  to  i t  a s  a poss i b i l i ty 
for 

Re v .  Betty K .  Mawbey 
S p i r i tual  L i f e CoOrd i na to1  

Good Shepherd L u theran Home 
Havre , Mt 59501  

AFTER 2 0  YEARS , OR EVEN 

Even a f te r  2 0  years , or the 5 
tha t I have known . . .  

the pol i te gr imaces 
the kindly  i gnorance 
the forced i nclus ion 
the gen t l e  patron i z i ng 

and the trips  to the women ' s  
bathroom ( i f  there i s  one ) by 
mys e l f  s t i l l  hur t ,  O Lord . . .  

the subt l e  d i v i s ions 
the unshared stories 
the bl ank stares 

the lack of opt i ons in c l ergy
wear cata logues pene trate the 
s t ing a nd wound . 
But I pray that I wi l l  only l ove 
you more , 0 Lord , and mode l 

your grace 
your mercy 
your compa s s i on 

For those who wou l d  l im i t  your 
cal l to f a i thfu lness 

to the e loquent un-Moses
l i ke s tars 

to the powerful  Pha raohs 
or to the unusua l , the 

expected , the s l ightly  
bor ing among us , 

need to know that your k ingdom 
w i l l  never be c lo seted 

in maj e s t i c  boardrooms 
i n  men ' s  ba throoms 
or church supply catalogues . 

For your k ingdom re igns i n  and 
beyond 

a l l  our i l l u s ions 
a l l  our brokenness 

And your k ingdom comes 
to make sa cred even our 

most unlov i ng though t s  
t o  make who le even o u r  most 

wounded soul s .  
So ,  even after  2 0  years , or the 
5 that I have known . . .  
I pray that I wi l l  only l ove 
you mor e ,  0 Lord , and be 

your vessel 
your s ervan t 
your most b lessed ch i ld . 

Pastor Anne R .  Roser 
Class  of 1 9 8 5  
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THE CHURCH--Pf:1TRIARCHRL ? FE/r1INI S 7 ?  

BODY OF CHRIS T ?  

I t  h a s  a l ways i n t erested me 
t. h at t h e  Ch ui·ch i s  descr i bed as 
pat r i arch a l , when the rea l i t y  seems 
to 1 nd 1 cate j us t  t h e  reverse. 
Wh i l e t h e  publ i c  l eadersh i p  of t h e  
Ch urch h a s  been h i st o r i ca l l y  and 
cont i nues to be dom i na t ed by men, 
t h e  maJ or 1 t y  of  t h e  f a i t h fu l  a p pear 
to be women . Throughout t h e  ages,  
w l l  1 le  t h e  �•apa had t h e  J c,b c, f 
1 nt erro g at 1 ng h i s  ch i l d ren i n  t he 
cat ech 1 sr11 and Scr 1 p t t.1res, i t  was 
the Mama who act ua l l y  d i d  t h e  
t each i ng ,  t he m,:, t i vat 1 ng ,  and t he 
suppc,rt i ng .  T c,day,  i t  r,1ay be st i l l  
predom i nant l y  men who preach, but 
i t  i s  r11,:,st l y 1-1or11er, whc, hear ar-,d de., ; 
1 t  i s  most l y  women who compr i se t h e  
Ch urch i n  act i on . 

Pcn·h aps t h i s  i s  t rue for t h e  
same reasons t h a t  i t  was Pet er, 
Jar,1es ar ,d Jc,hn whc, were as ked t c, 
wat ch w i t h  Jesus wh i l e he prayed , 
b•.1t Jar,1es' mot her Mary, Mary 
Magd a l ene and Sal ome who were t h e  
ones t o  d i scover t h e  empt y t omb and 
1 r-, fot•r,1 t h e  apost l es.  Perhaps 1 t  i s  
t rue s i m p l y  beca use women have more 
t i r,1e t c, g i ve .  Wh a t ever t h e  reasc,r-,s 
and however d i st ur b i ng t h e  
1 r11bal ar,ce c,f l ead ersh i p , t h e  Ch urch 
1 s, a f t er a l l ,  not a h uman 
creat i c,r-,, b u t  a d i v i ne or-,e.  1-Jhat 
1 s  1 r11pc,rt ant , there foi·e, i s  
recogn 1 = 1 ng Jesus as Lwrd o f  t h e 
Ch ut·ch and gett i r-,g bey,_,nd t h e  
l a be l s. Fc,r i f  w e  perce i v e  t. h e  
Ch urch ( ang r i l y  or d e l i gh t ed l y >  a s  
" patr i arch a l " c,r as " Fem i n i st " ,  
t hen 1 t  w i l l  have a negat i v e  e f fect  
on our part i c i pa t i on 1n  t he 
commun i t y  of  sa i nt s. When we 
worsh i p  at t he a l t ar of  quot a s  
cry i r,g  " J ust i ce ' " ,  1-Je I.Jec,:,rne d e a f  
t o  t h e  ca l l  of  t h e  Lord , wh i ch does 
not regard gender or race, but 
seeks f a i t h  and t h e  w i l l i n g ness t o  
t a ke u p  one' s cross and l ay down 
or,e' s l .l fe t c, fo l l c,1-J Jes us . 
I ndeed , t h e  cc,mm1..1n i t y  creat ed i r, 
t h e  i mage of  God , t he body o f  
Chr i s t ,  i s  nc,t a l l  wor,1en o r  a l l 
men, nor 1 s  i t  one group dom i na t i ng 
over anot her,  but i t  i s  ma l e  and 
Fema l e ;  compr i s i ng persons whose 
s k i n  i s  red , ye l l ow,  b l ac k ,  and 
wh i t e  and whose c u l t ure 1 s  German ,  

Nat i ve nmer i can, Hmon g ,  Lat v i an ,  
Nam i b i an, S l ovak,  Czech , Bra= 1 l i a 
J apanese, and Puerto R i ca n ;  i t  
i nc l udes t h e  l eaders and t h e  l ed ,  
t h e  r i ch and t h e  poor , t he t each ers 
and t h e  t a u g h t .  

As we move i nt o  t h e  2 1 st 
cent ury, 1 t  i s  t i me t c, stc,p 
creat i r,g  t h e  Ch urch i r, c,ur 1 rnage,  
t i me to  s t o p  t urn i n g  t h e  t ab l es of  
h i story in  f ut i l e at t empt s t o  
crea t e  what we perce i ve a s  J ust i ce 
and t i me t o  recomm i t  oursel ves--rnen 
and wor.1er-,, ch i l drer, ar,d yout h--tc, 
h i m  1-ihc, was p i erced fc,r co 1n• s 1 r1 ar-,d 
yet st.:ir ,ds c a l l i r,g  us t c, new l i fe 
as t h e  who l e  peo p l e  o f  God , Jesus 
Ch r i st .._,ur  Lc•r"d . 

The Rev. Beth ,�. S t o versch l egel . 

Pas t  .... ·w, St.  Petri Ev. L u theran 

Ch urch , Ph i l ade l ph i a ,  PH 

I w i s h  I cou l d  remember who 
l o l d  me t h i s  s t ory, b u t ,  l i k e  a l l  
grea t s t or i es ,  the  be t t e r  they ge t 
the f u zz i er t he i r  or i g i ns become . 
I heard t h i s  a t  Ge t t ysburg 
Sem i nary, ar o und 1 9 8 1 : 

A fema l e  Luthe ran Pas tor was 
on a pa n e l  w i th several  Roman 
Ca tho l i c  pr i es ts and o ther c l e z yy 
a t  Ca t h o l i c  Un i vers i t y i n  
Wa sh i ng t o n ,  DC d i scuss i n g  the 
or d i na t i on o f  women . 

A Roman pr i es t  made the  po i n t  
tha t i t  was esse n t i a l  tha t those 
pers ons tha t s tand in  the p l a ce of  
Ch r i s t  at the Eucha r i s t  must  be 
ma l e  beca use ,  s i mply, Our Lord wa s 
a ma n .  

Wh en a t  that  po i n t ,  a f te r  a 
l ong and f r us t ra t i n g  d i scus s i on on 
th i s  ma t l e r ,  the fema l e  Lu theran 
pas tor  r esponded , " We 1 1  then , i t 
seems t o  me tha t i n  yo ur ord i na t i on 
r i t e you r  B i s hops a r e  r ea l ly l ayi ng 
the i r  hands on the wrong par t  ot 
the body. " 

Rev . Wa l t  Cleck l ey 
Sa l i sbury, Nor th Ca r o l i na 
Ge t t ysburg-Class o f  1 9 8 3  



Darts 

in the Vestments 

Donna 

Schaper 

I learned right away chat I had 
co ace normal even if I wasn't. 
We women clergy, even in che 
fairly liberal Uniced Church of 
Chris 1, dare noc call more accen
cion co ourselves chan already 
exists. The more others scare, 
the more we muse resist 1he 

scaring. The tempcacion is to ace like we're the 
only ones, co cake che credn personally for 
sexually integrated pulp11s This cemp1ac1on 
passes as soon as we remember the full-scale 
soC1al movement I I  cook co open these pulpits 
t0 our preaching. Like che bathrooms of che old 
South, admmance was hard-won. Now we have 
che lefc-over scares, the asconcshmencs of che 
many who said ic couldn't be done, who said 
nobody could do ic. 

The asconcshmcnc wears off as people see 
chat women are a loc like men in the mi111s,ry. 
There is the same chance that he or she can 
preach or pastor Each can talk rela11vely equal 
percentages of people into teaching Sunday 
School. They commie similar numbers of embar
rassing sins, like adulcery w1ch che choir d1rec1or 
or leaving che ministry co sell insurance or 
forge11ing the time of your daughter's wedding 
rehearsal. They have relatively equal rates of 
success coo, picking just the right words for 
Aune Susie's funeral and leaving out the face 
that no one really liked her Or showing up to 
hold the hand of the daughter with A IDS and 
her bewildered parents Or bailing che drunken 
husband out of Jail buc not taking him home 
again. Or being the only one who could gee 
chrough 10 che kid on drugs. You know the 
l11any. The kind of success clergy have is limited 
if lovely. Gender has lmle 10 do wnh it. 

Now chat we're more chan a decade into this 

so-called revolution, at least we no longer have 
to appear on as many panels cons1rnng of a 
woman lawyer, donor, cop, and minister My 
participation on chese panels ended when one 
cop t0ld che st0ry of her male partner fain11ng 
when she was hit in che belly wnh a rifle while 
six months pregnant. She had IO apprehend the 
criminal and revive her partner. Thus ended the 
panel 

Such chings may not fully disappear uncil our 
daughcers and sons grow old enough co have 
memories that women have always been clergy 
For now I don't really blame the older women 
in my church for regrening chat they will have 
to be buried by one of us rather than by one 
of them Nothing in their lives prepared chem 
for "-Omen in such roles. If anything, che1r la11er 
years have been coo manless already. 

Seminaries were che first co accept us, buc 
chere is ):?ood reason to believe that chey wanced 
our cumon money. No,� most la:ger congre:;::i
llOM will cake one of us as associate minister; 
afcer all, women make great assistants in almost 
every endeavor. Normalny may come when we 
have our own pulpns, as well as peccadillos, in 
the same numbers as men. Or perhaps ic will 
arrive when men consenc t0 be che associaces 
of female pastors, a day no one has qune 
glimpsed yet. 

le is interesting IO chart the differences in 
denomin:mons; che "higher" che church, the 
fewer che women. The stronger che sense of 
mystery around the bread and wine, the more 
reluctant che church co relinquish that power 
IO women The Catholics lead chis pack, with 
Episcopalians following soon behind. Mechod
ms, Presbyterians, CongregacionaJiscs all have 
an easier 11me of ic, probably because the mys
teries are smaller, che powers of clergy fewer. 

The r .. cc of acceptance of women into the 

" 



clergy is accually asconishing. The religious 
supply scores all carry vescments with dares in 
chem. The religious insurance companies feacure 
women clergy on most of their covers with cheir 
spouses gemng excraordinary auention. Male 
spouses accually have a preuy good cime of ic. 

I'll never forgec che senior pascor of my firsc 
congregauon 111v11ing me and my husband to 
dinner. My husband asked 
what che congregacion 

all, you piloc a small private plane, don't you? 
And what abouc thac rare d1�l Jse your daugh
ter's lesbian lover has? Cacsup on your scram
bled eggs) Gin in your ginger a(eJ Haven'c voted 
since 1964? Normal is jusc not a religious cace
gory. When ic scares at you, ll  is very imponanc 
co scare ic down. 

I much prefer 

would expecc of him. My 

boss said, "Oh, noching 
much, I'm sure." Ac which 
point his wife, Mrs. Senior 
Pascor, knocked all che pots 
ouc of che cabinecs in che 
kitchen. I 1hough1 1 1  an ab
solucely appropriate re
sponse on her pan. Perhaps 
che real difference in male 
and female clergy will curn 
ouc to be thac we don'c have 

' ( 
I 

stared with 

dismay at the 

church of my 

the velveteen rabbit's notion 
of real. You p.ec there when 
you've been loved so much 
chat all your hair rubs off. 
If  that 1� ,lur desunacion, 
most of us are already 
ch ere. 

ow th.11 almost half 
che peor le 111 Pro1es1ant 
seminarie� :ire women, I sup
pose I shPulu feel glad. I t  
represents a v1ccory, a har
vest, mayhl' even a redemp
cion of w h t I did when I 

happy youth as 

it told me char 

it didn't want 

wives. Congregauons will me." was twenty A t  that time, 
along ,, 1th many other 
women, I fc ught to get the 

only get one employee 
when chcy hire us 

People keep crymg co convince me 1ha1 I 
am abnormal or excraordinary. Maybe 11·s be
cause I was divorced young or married a Jew 
che second ume or had twins. All of these things 
bocher people, because chey chink chere's 
enough scrangeness 111 my ordination. 1 always 
cell chem abouc che weirdness in my women 
clergy friends. Some are councilwomen and 
clergy, ochers moonlight by singing in night
clubs. Some are expert chess players, ochers are 
superb sofcball picchers. We are noc all hecerosex
uals. Male clergy are no more and no less 
normal. I always concmue in chis conversauon 
by askmg a few questions designed 10 reveal 
how abnormal cheir own lives really are. After 

Lutheran Church 111 America to ordam women. 
Then 1 stared w11h dismay ac the church of my 
happy youth as ic  cold me th,ll I I  d1dn"c want 
me Thai dismay stayed wuh me all the way out 
che door, when afcer a series of embarrassments 
designed co gee me ordained in che church of 
my bapiism, I finally had 10 re.1lize 1ha1 they 
didn't want me. Thai chey weren·c gomg co 
ordain me and thac che rcasc n was chat I was a 
woman Luckily, I didn't learn that the Lutherans 
d1dn'1 ordain women then (they do now) until 
after I had compleced two ye;irs in seminary. 
They chemselves couldn'c be.ir co say it out 
loud-we do not ordain women-and so chey 
allowec' us 10 prepare for chc m1111s1ry as a form 

Donna Schaper lives 
and ministers In New 

York state. She Is the 
author of Narratives 
Against the Current: 
A Book of Common 
Power. 



of enrichment of whatever it was they thought 
would be our lives after graduation. 

I'll never forget the day my one honest pro
fessor sat down with me after class. The class 
was Systematic Theology. He said, Donna, what 
are you doing here? Perplexed, I cold him I was 
preparing 10 be a parish pastor. Why? he asked. 
Because I had so many good pastors when I 
was a child, because my family moved quite 
frequently, and each time I needed the home 
of the church and the youth group 10 garner the 
courage to enter a new school. People were 
good 10 me in the thurch. When bad things 
happened in my family, I found the pas1ors 
rel,able, lovmg, kmd I Just wanted 10 pass on 

' '  N ormal is not j ust a religious category. When it stares at you, 1t 1s very important to stare 1t down."  

what I have been giv'!n. 
The professor kmdly 

paused before he said you 
can'1 be a past0r. Females 
can't be ordained. The sky 
fell It took me years to 
realize that what he said 
about the church I loved 
so much was true. It really 
didn't ordain women. 
Maybe I can't yet be glad 
about all the progress of 
women in mimstry; I 
haven't yet recovered from 
the surprise and sadness 
that we were excluded for 
so long 

Then again, my lack of 
gramude may be rooted in 
the many embarrassments 
of knockmg on and then 

down the door. Today I wouldn't consider beg
ging the way I d,d then. The question of whether 
1h1s was the club I wanted tO join is simply 100 
present. Afcer I graduated from seminary, and 
completed an extra }'Car and an mcernship, both 
of which were suggested by the denomma11on 
as a way t0 stall the 1us1ice in my claim for 
ordination, I couldn't get a job. Some bishops 
just said no, no women allowed. Others played 
games and said m:iybe 

Thus I embarked on an employment plan. I 
would knock on the door of every church in 
Tucson, Arizona, where I then lived. I would 
present my creden11als, my faith, my mterest 
in serving God and humanny. I visited every 
church in Tucson-Brethren, Baptist, Me1ho
dis1, Presbyterian, first, second, and third of 
everybody. Everybody kmdly said no. I was on 
the verge of taking a Job at  Garibaldi's employ
ment agency as a 10b counselor because it is 
hard 10 eat tuna fish for longer than a month 
at a time when I had a t01ally female inspiration. 
It must be my clothes. 

I had a credn card and went s1ra1gh1 10 the 
local department store and used 11, fully intend
ing t0 return everythmg if the mck didn't work. 
I bought a new blue sun, earrings, necklace, and 
shoes. I then went back 10 the First Congrega
tional Church m Tucson, where I had seen a 

glimmer of interest in the pastor's eye. I had 
decided to tell him that I would work for half 
of what he ought 10 pay an associate. While 
wa111ng in his outer office to see him a second 
time, a woman who happened to be chair of 
one of the key committees in the church was 
also wa11ing. I cold her the whole story, includ
ing the half-price deal. As soon as the mimster 
opened the door to his office, she informed him 
that I was hired and that she was paying the first 
year's tab herself. I really don't know ,f the 
chance mee11ng of my now dear friend was my 

last chance a1 mtn1Stry, but that day it cercamly 
felt that way Accidents lessen the embarrass
ment of faC1ng closed doors, tightly shut, but 
they arc not quite enough 10 allow complete 
forgeumg. 

No,,.. sixteen years 1010 the ministry, when 
people don't even modify the word min1Ster 
with ",,..oman" in front of me anymore. when 
many un Jerstand that women clergy and men 
clergy have about the same percenta,1te of gifts 
and ,!!races, flaws and flamboyances, that you 
can go as nght or wrong wnh a woman as with 
a man in the pulpn, now that so much change 
has happened m so shore a ume, I really should 
feel glad 

But I haven't qune ,1to11en there. Samfied, 
yes, even deeply so. But glad gets me t00 close 
to grateful, and I can't quite take the step. There 
,s far 100 much about the ordamed min1Stry 
itself chat is troubling, the way n interferes w11h 
people taking respons1b1l11y for their own spmt
ual lives, as though the minister ,,.. ere the doctor 
responsible for their health, or their law}er 
responsible for their quarrels, or their congress
person responsible for stopping pollu11on Often 
we get m the way, we get caught berwecn the 
people and their gods. If we're s1up1d or sinful, 
or don't preach well, then people seem to 
assume that God must be like that. It's a useful 
cop-out for many. We become the personal 
property of our panshes rather than the raisers 
of the anoenc rums or those who restore streets 
10 dwell in Our panshes really don't wane us 
involved in polmcs or economics or any of a 
m1ll1on preveneive prophesies which are so 
desperately needed. Too many of them are 
sa11sfied 1f we live with them in 1he1r own back 
yards and close the curtams around our com
mum11cs. 

When I v.•as excluded from the mm1s1ry, it 
looked less tarnished 10 me than it does now 
that I am mcluded. I suppose this 1s why I am 
so grateful that Roman Catholic women are 
taking a longer look around as they consider 
pnesthood for women. Protestants rushed right 
m to status quo mm1s1ry; Catholics are sug.itest
ing that maybe minmry needs t0 be chan,l!ed 
before women wane t0 J0tn the club. Next ume 
I am bruised from the insult of exclusion, I am 
going 10 thmk twice before demandmg insider 
status Normal may no longer be a suitable 
demna11on ilill 
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Women, the Church, and the Present 
---by Myron Schevey class of "72" 

It is always dangerous to generalize 
especially when one is a man writing on 
a topic as nebulous as, "Women, the Church, 
and the Present . "  Obviously women have 
been part of the church since its begin
ning, when they were among the followers 
of Jesus and witnesses to the empty tomb. 
What is new, is the presence of women 
within the ordained ministry among 
Lutherans in North America. 

Where I see the impact of ordained 
women in the church is within clergy 
support groups . My perception is that 
some female colleagues are more inclined 
to share their own personal spiritual 
experiences than most male colleagues , 
and they are more responsive to the 
personal spiritual experiences of 
others in the group . Thus through the 
openness of some women clergy God 
appears to be infusing warmth into His 
church. 

Mistake11 I de11titv 
I c omp 1 e t e d  a q u ar t e r  of 

c 1 i n  I c a l  p a s t o r a l  e du c a t i on i n  
W i l l i am s p o r t ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a . 
A l t h ough on l y  one o f  our  group was 
o r da i n e d ,  a l l o f  us  c h ap l a i n s w e r e  
adv i se d  t o  w e a r  c l e r i c a l  g a r b  w h e n  
w e  w e r e  o n  c a l l f o r  eme r ge n c i e s .  
On my f i r s t  on c a l l day I arr i v e d  
l a t e  f or l u n c h  a t  t h e  c a f e t e r i a .  
Af t e r  s c a n n i n g t h e  r oom f or a 
f am i l i ar f ac e , I made my way t o  t h e  
t ab l e o f  a s t u d e n t n u r se 1 ✓ d me t on 
my rounds . " Oh my God ! " h e  
e x c l a i me d  a s  h e  l ook e d  u p  a t  me . 

" No , "  I r e p l  l e d ,  " J u s t  a p a s t or . •  

subm i t t e d  
F o l K emer 

by t h e  R e v . Be t h  B .  

Women , the Church ,  and the Future 

In 199 0 it is  still  a novelty to 
most Ameri cans for a pastor to  be 
female ! I f  present s emina ry en r o l l 
ments a r e  any indication,  however ,  
that s ituation will  be changing  
s oon . 

The " feminization"  of  the church 
w i l l  be s een by s ome a s  a weaken
�ng of  the church ' s  powe r - -not 
only by those  who real l y  believe  
that w omen are the  weaker  sex ,  but 
also by those  who do nqt unders tnna 
the gospel truth that Chri s t ' s  
power lies  not  in the kind of  power 
that the world values . I t  is  even 
hard for me , a woman pastor , to 
put a s ide these worldl y  values . 

I t  is also  hard for me to d i s cern 
and put aside  the world ' s  values 011 

heterosexua l i ty , homos exuality ,  
and cel iba cy , especially  when many 
church people have also  adopted a 
pos t - Vi ctorian prudi shnes s , an un
bibl i cal and unreali st i c  overva l 
uat ion o f  chasti ty , and a homo
phobia that den ies  God 1 s gi fts to  
people who are  unlike 11 u s , 11 The 
theologically  t rained w omen of the 
church are the ones who mu st c h al 
lenge these att itudes . 

A s  a former editor of  Table 
Talk, I congratulate you on your 
2 5th anniversary and on your invi
tation to the  alumni to tontribu t e .  

J udith  B . H e l m ,  
Macungie , PA 
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