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Frotri The- Pre.sideni 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT 

One of the pleasant duties of the presidency is the 
acknowledgements of gifts to the seminary. 

Some contributions come from loyal alumni/ae who 
presumably are grateful for their preparation for ministry 
here and their desire to participate in the theological 
education of others. Many congregations, remembering 
perhaps their own sons and daughters or pastors who have 

. been students here make annual contributions from special 
appeals or from a sharing of excess benevolence receipts. 
There are those too who regularly share endowment • 
earnings for theological education. A few congregations 
directly subsidize members now enrolled as seminarians. 

Memorials in lieu of flowers for loved ones at the time of 
death are given by individuals, family and groups in large 
and small amounts, frequently in sufficient cumulative 
amounts to initiate a scholarship fund or to subsidize a 
seminary program. This year we shall receive a bequest 
from one George Huber, deceased, of Buffalo, New York, a 
scholarship fund of $590,000, the interest from which will 
make possible ten or more full tuition scholarships annually. 

Sometimes we know the source of monies, sometimes not. 
Often, the donor requests anonymity, Seldom does s/he 
want notoriety or publicity, as was the case when our sister 
seminary at Philadelphia decided to celebrate its 1 25th 

anniversary by forwarding a sizeable check to Gettysburg a 
month or so ago. 

In every case, whether the gift is one dollar or many dollars, 
I send a personal note of appreciation. I hope I am 
speaking for each of you when I remind them that their gifts 
are gratefully received by students whose tuition, for 
example, covers only 1 5.3 percent of our revenues. Even 
church funds (ELGA and synods, provide less than 40 
percent of operating costs. 

I sometimes have the feeling, though, that my "thank you• is 
perfunctory. I wish I could personalize each note. There 
ought to be a better way of communicating how crucial it is 
to each of you that there is that host of generous benefactors 
out there who help us carry out our mission. I shall try, for in 
the larger sense they make all that we do here possible. 
Please pray with me for them. 

J. Russell Hale 
Acting President 

I .  

Are You Out There ? 

The Social Action Com mittee  is in 
the mids t of p l a nn i ng for the 
S pr i ng se mes ter and is running up 
agains t a major  obstacle.  Ove r the 
last f e w  months we , as we l l  as 
other groups on campus ,  have 
s ponsored e ve nts de a ling with 
socia l issues which have be e n  
poorly  atte nded. Example s are the 
pane l discussion on racis m last 
fall, the Martin Luther King Day 
e ve nts this pas t January,  the 
Dexheimer talk on E l  Salvador in 
Febr uary. As a com mitte e we fe e l  
that  the issues raised in these 
e ve nts are important ones that  de a l  
w i t h  the proclamation o f  the gospe l 
where ve r we plan  to se rve in the 
future. Howe ve r ,  the community ' s  
lack o f  response to the e ve nts 
se e ms to communicate two things. 
The firs t ls that  the issues are 
not vie wed as re le vant to ministry 
or our life here toge ther. The 
se cond is that it is not i m portant 
to come toge ther as a comm unity to 
dialogue . In order to p lan  for the 
next months we would like your 
re sponse to our re f le ctions. I f  
y o u  have atte nded , ple ase l e t  us 
know your re actions to the eve nts. 
I f  you did no t atte nd ,  we would be 
interested in knowing what factors 
played in your de cision no t to 
atte nd. You can use Table  Ta lk as 
a forum for your response or do so 
private l y  by putting your r e s ponses 
in the mai l box o f  the chairperson 
o f  the committe e ,  Cindy Rasschaert. 
The Social Action Com mittee  



Low Pay Ministry 
Response One --------------Response Two 
nmen to pr-esi dent Ha l e ' s  l et t er ! I 
f o1 1nd i t  l. r u l y i nsp i r i ng .  Al l of  us 

p r epar i ng f or m i n i stry need to c on-

t i nual 1 y eva l uat e why we are her e .  

I f  �.,e are not here t o  serve the Lord 

we ar e cer t a i n l y  i n  the wr ong p l ace.  

Gr anted,  serv i ce t o  the Lor d t akes 

rJn many shapes and � orms and I v,oul d 

1 1ol  vJanl  to p u t  down t hose who f ee l  
c a l l ed t o  ser ve m i dd l e and upper 

c l ass c ommun i t i es .  Yet , I bel i eve 

t h a t  l he e;: am p l  e J esus sets bef or e  
u s  i s  one o f  c ar i ng f or t h e  poor and 
uut c a s t s  o f  our soc 1 et y .  

I under stand that -f or many i n  th i s  
a f f l uen t c oun t r y  t h e  c oncept of 
c ar- i n9 f ur peop l e r u ther than money 
and t h e  t h i ngs i t  c an bL1y i s  a 
s t r ange i dea . Wh i l e  s t i l l  i n  my 
1 n1 L.ler qr auuat r� days I gave str ong 
c ons i dEral i on t o  the Peace Cor p s .  
l l l U ma t e l y I dec i ded i t  i,,1as not f or 
me s i n c e  I f i nd l anguage study very 
d i f f i cu l t .  Ye t ,  J sti l l  111ant ed t o  
serve .  I h ad remembered havi ng 
h ear d of c\ pr ogram c a l l ed Vi s t a  
( Vo l un l eers i n  Servi c e  t o  Amer i c a ) . 

�·Jl n-•n I c h e c k ed i nt o  i t  I f ound t h a t  
L i d s p,-agr·a.m was no l onger i n  
e;: i sl enc e .  Meanwh i l e  f r i ends and 
f am i l y  c on t i nL1ed t o  t e l l me t l l a t  I 
was craz y .  A f l er a l l my under graduat e  
degr ee c o s t  mor e than $40, 000 and 
t h a t  i n  i t sel f sh□Ll l d  ent i t l e  n,e t o  
some rewar d s .  Un f ortunat e l y I 
s t ar ted t o  buy i nt o  t h i s concep t .  

I t  was a f ter I had been i n  t h e  
1•mr l- i ng wor l d  f or some t i me that I 
l 1ad henrd i\bout the Lutheran Vo l un
l eer Cor ps C a  Vi st a type pr ogr am) 
dnd b y  t h i  r; ti  me I vJas not as sw- e  
c f  my c nmm i l men t .  J ust t h i s year I 
h e a r d  that the Jesu i t s  o f f er a s i m
i l ,·11- prog r am i n  whi_ c h  a f el l ow stu
d�n t has $erved . I suppose that 
t hese or gan i .: at :i ems SL�ggest t h a t  the 
i deal s of Came l ot are n o t  c omp l et e l y 
c..lead : 

CONTINUED 

It  was most d i sturb i ng to read the 
February "Pres ident ' s  Letter"  
concern i ng 1 1 Low Pay M i n i stry . "  How 
d i d  we as the church ever get 
ourse l ves i nto a pos i t i on where 
dec l i n i ng to l ust  a ft er comfort . 
prest ige , and rank i s  v i ewed as an 
aberra t i on?  As a ch i l d of  the  60 ' s  
I too wax nosta l g i c  for the 
revo l u t i onary fervor of  those 
t imes , for the march i ng and the 
youthful  enthus i asm , but must admi t 
that a " ca l l  to arms " doesn ' t  much 
move me anymore . � 

Maybe a new st ory i s  needed . Or 
perhaps an o l d  one wi l l  suf f i ce 
--remember those Saturday mat i nees 
i n  wh i ch the fema l e  l ead f a l l s head 
over hee l s  i n  l ove wi th her "knight 
i n  sh i n i ng armor , 1 1 l eaves 
everyth i ng beh i nd and joyous l y  
f aces hardsh ip  and danger t o  l ive 
f orever w i th the one she l oves ?  
Her pass i onate and perhaps f oo l i sh 
l ove renders her ob l iv i ous to her 
c i rcumstances . Her eyes are on l y  
f or her Be l oved . 

I wonder i f  we have · f orgotten 
what  i t  means to f a l l i n  l ove w i th 
The One Who Loved Us F i rst . Hosea 
te l l s o f  the Be l oved o f  the Sou l 
who seduces us i n  the desert and 
wh i spers deep ly  i nto our heart . 
What wou ld  i t  be l i ke i f  we stopped 
l ong enough to l i sten? Do we g ive 
our "re l at i onsh i p "  a chance ?  What  
wou l d  happen i f  we a l l owed 
ourse l ves the opportuni ty to f a l l 
dee p l y  i n  l ove w i th the one who 
re l ent l ess ly  pursues us , e . g . , i f  
we took t ime to  pray ? 

Marching for some ho ly  cause may 
not capture our imag i nat i on 
anymore .  But might we dare to  
enter i nto a pass i onate embrace 
w i th the Ho ly One and beg i n  the 
myster i ous Eternal  Dance w i th no 
concern for where i t  might l ead? 
It · just mi ght be fun to f a l l i n  

l ove aga i n ! 

Nancy Eggert 



R ESPONSE ONE CONTINU ED 

My p er sL:>11 a l  story i s  one of strugg l e  
�-1hen i t  comes t o  wea l t h  and i ts use . 
Dur i ng Lhe f i ve year s bet ween col  
J ege c\nd my a1- r i  val  at  semi nary I 
hel d a gr eat var i et y  o f  j obs .  many 
J r l lhe ed1 1c a l i on f i e l d  and some pay
i ng b e l  01r1 rrn ni m1 1rn n .. ,ge. Yet , I al so 
he l d  posi t i ons wh�re a f t er ta�es I 
was br i ng 1 ny home more l han I 
neE'ded .  I must admi t that  I ,-ather 
Fmj oyed nol hav i ng to worr y  �11here my 
nt?>: t rnea l �"'as comi ng f r om or i f  I 

HCJu ! d  h ave enough money t o  pay my 
r·e1- t .  

S t. i 1 1  I cannc..1t i gnore my brother s 
arid s i sters in Chr i st 1,;ho have l ess 
t han I or br others and si ster s  �'llho 
L1re il l .  I bel i eve t h i s t o  be t he 
c a l l o f  the  Gospe l . Mor e t h an 
l i kel y .  m f  f i r st cal l lf1i l l  be t o  a 
l c,1,1 i ncu111e urban area,  si ru: e  t h a t  i s  
where I f e e l  c a l l E!d .  

' 
1 t h i n k  lha t Pr Psi dent I !a l e ' s  SL1 q -

qest i on l�at we create a spec i al Dr
ue-, of Evrm g e l  i sts i s  one that  ha•,; 
rne1· i t .  YJ?l . I see i t  pr i mar i ly ;is 

;1n o,- gani z al i anal framewor k .  ThE>r e 
may be other ways o f  provi d i ng m i n
i 5t r y  t o  lhe poor i n  t h i s co11 n t r y  us 
�<10 1 1 as i n  other· coun tr i ec:; .  flecnusP. 
o f  t h e  nei,:nr?ss o f  t l 1e  ELCA I do  no!  
n=a l l y  krm,, of  i t s p lans to ser "e 
SLH.. l i  r, e'1pl PS . I i,1ou l d  hope t her e 
t h A t  the FLCA woul d have some �art 
of nal i Dnc'\l pr ogram f or f u l l -t ime 
p ar i sh pastor s .  Nat ur a l ly th�t t oo 
�Jrn : l d have i l s l i m i t at i ons but �,e 
mu�t remember that we l i ve in an i m
pe:,- f ee t  i,,or l t..l .  

F i na l l y . l et us r emember thcc1t 
�-,h atever a pastor or assoc 1 ate i n  
m i  r i i  ':>try get s pai d i s  t hei r money to 
Lio w i t- I i as lhey p l ease. I f  a church 
p r o f e3s 1 unal f eel s cal l et..l to l ive 
�" i. Lh 1 ess. he or she may do so b y  
mak i ng l ar gur dona ti ons t o  t h e  i nd i 
vi dual congr egat i on or any other 
nL1111ber of .,,or thy proj ect s .  

Val er- i e  G .  l lor l acher 

3. 

Seizing Opporttinitie s 

Semina ry a ff ords u s  rn�ny 
opport unitie s t o  lea rn a bout our G od, our 
neig hbor and ourselves. I want you to 
consider an opportunity uniq uely offered 
by G ettysburg , that is the cha nce to study 
in W ashington and to l ive at the H ouse of 
Studies. 

For those who are not tied to 
G ettys burg because of family or job, the 
chance to live in the nation' s capital is 
indescriba ble. I am not g oing to try to 
tell you it 1 s  Utopia . The city has many 
problems or possibil ities depending on 
your perspective. F or those who cannot 
live here, to study in [1 . c .  is still a n  
option on consortium day. I ha ve been 
tol d that g reat relationships develop 
w hile sitting in traff ic on 270 .  

W hile students from G erma ny were 
visiting the house, they asked me how I 
keep my Lutheran identity studying at so 
many different schools. I could only sa y 
that beca use I a m  studying at these 
different schools I have had to sha rpen my 
definition of L utheranism. I have a lso 
had to do a lot of fa ith searching so I 
could better def end and expl ain what and 
how I believe. 

I have had the cha nce to ta� e a 
preaching course at H owa rd. W hat better 
way to lea rn a style of preaching? You 
ca n desig n your cla sses to select the best 
from each tradition and still fulfill 
G ettysburb req uirem ents. Not every cla ss 
will be one to write home about, but 
rea listically, who would ever expect them 
to be. 

I hope that this yea r's J unior class 
decides to a va il themselves of this g reat 
chance to see D. C. a nd study at the 
various semina ries here. I f  anyone would 
l ike to talk with me or any of the 
students here, please feel free to cal l at 
202-832-1729 . Plea se think it over and 
g ive [I. C. a try. 

Nancy R uck ert 

,.. 



Poet_ry 

CANDLECARING 

I .  

Flickering tears 

light my face 

falling 

down . 

I I .  

Enc ouraging fires 

burn away my pains . 

.III . 

Shining smi les 

share cares 

of l ives toge ther. 

IV. 

God 

turns on 

the l ights for· 

candlecaring. 

Solveig H .  Wi lkinson 

P erson 
by Br ian  A. Mcc l i n ton 

· You have  n o  r ight to  call m e  names 
You have n o  r i ght to  talk b e h i n d  my b a ck 
You ha ve n o  r ight to  make fun o f  me  
For  the kn owledge tha t I la ck 

Don' t try to  talk "l ike m e "  
Becaus e I s oun d "l ike y ou "  
Don ' t  try to  put m e  i n  a class 
I ' ve n ever b een i n  
Don ' t  try to  d o  fa vors for me  
Becaus e  I don' t wan t any . • . 
Unless y ou are a fr i en d  

You have n o  r i ght t o  e x clude m e  
Becaus e I d o  n o t  a c t  the way 
You th i nk I should 
You ha ve n o  r ight to th i nk I'm  not  
Who I am  even though y ou think  y ou would 
I am jus t  l ike y ou :  a p erson 
Someone tha t has in teres ts tha t may not  
Corr ela te w i th y ou' r e  th inking  
Let  me be  me : ther e is  only on e reason 
I t ' s  the bes t  th ing  I can do 

.l4'REE 

Unshackled 

and 

set  loose , 

fre edom ' s  heart 

affirms 

her 

libert ies 

and 

pledges . 

r i e 
C a V. 

e t 

freshness  

for 

new j ourneys . 

WINTER RAINBOW 

Sun , 
surrounded by 

cold air 
with colorful 

d anc ing 
rays , 
b lazes 

its  
winter rainbow . 

Solve ig H .  Wi lkinson 

. Solve ig R. WilkQnson 

-



An Eight Year Lectionary? 
s. 

A fr i en d  v i s i ted me here at  
sem i n ar y  and asked a s i mple 
quest i on : " How do you choose whi ch 
scr i ptures you use for church? " I 
exp l a i n ed the lect i on ar y  an d she 
wen t n uts ! " The n a t i onal  church has 
such con trol? Where does the church 
get off  l im i t i n g  people to the i r  
favor i te scr i ptures ! What d o  they 
censor? Why d o  you put up with 
thi s ? "  

I responded with the usual 
ar gumen t that the lect i onary forces 
pastors to deal with Chr i st ' s  en t i re 
m i n i stry and the major themes of  ·the 
B i b l e  rather than on e ' s  own pet 
vi ews . She blew me out of the water 
when she asked how often I have 
heard a pastor d evi ate from the 
lect i on ar y  ( on ce )  and poin ted out 
that that itself  shows huge con trol 
that she would  n ot put up with . 

Actual l y  I had been th i n k i n g  
a l on g those l in e s  for a whi le ,  but I 
had n ever con s i d ered i t  undue 
con trol . Now when I con s ider all of  
the ram i f i ca t i on s  I see the huge 
amount of  cen sorsh i p  going  on ; 
espec i a l l y  concern in g the Hebrew 
Scr i ptures . 

In  three years there are about 
156  read i n g  oppor tun i t ies in  n ormal 
church services . The Gospels have 
3 , 73 3  verses so they average 24 
ver ses per r ead i n g  opportun ity . The 
Epi stles with 4 , 224 verses average 
27 verses per read i n g  opportun i ty .  
The Hebrew Scr iptures , n ot incl ud i n g  
the Psalms , with 20 , 025 verses 
average a g i gan t i c  1 28 verses per 
read i n g  opportun ity ! We rarely read 
an ywhere near 24 verses for the 
Gospel lesson each Sun day n or d o  we 
read much more than on e-ten th of the 
1 28 ver se average for the Hebrew 
Scr i ptures any  Sun day . Port ions  of 
the Gospel s  are i gn ored an d lar ger 
por t i on s  of the Epi stles are n ever 
heard by most par i sh i on er s .  The 
vast mass of the Hebrew Scri ptures 
i s  gon e ! How could the church d o  
such a th in g? Obad i ah ,  Nahum , 

Hagga i ,  2nd Chron i cal s ,  Ezr a ,  
Judges , Nehemi ah ,  and the Son g of 
Solomon are not even in the three 
year maJor festival ELCA lect i on ary ! 
Aside from Gen es i s ,  Psalms , Isaiah , 
and Jeremi ah ( my favor i tes a l so ) 
most of the other books are t ouched 
less then f i ve t i mes each ! 

Thi s  must be chan ged . An e i ght 
year lectionary would be a start . 
Con tinue to have the Psalm an d three 
lesson s each Sun day . The practice 
of center in g each church year on 
Chr i st ' s  l i fe as presen ted by one of  
the Gospels should also be 
con t i n ued ; thereby mak i n g  i t  
possible to g ive John i ts own two 
years instead of i n tersper s in g  John 
throughout the three year 
lectionary . S ince each Gospel year 
would be l i sted an d repeated the 
read i n gs shoul d  be al tered in the 
repeated years en ough so that every 
verse of  each Gospel is heard at 
least once . The rest of the New 
Testamen t could also be heard at 
least once in an e i ght year span i f  
large sect i on s  are n o t  repeated . 

The Hebrew Scr i ptures st i l l  
presen t a problem . I d o  agree that 
some parts  of the Hebrew Scr i ptures 
n eed not  be heard such as the 
gen ealogies . But sti l l  e i ght years 
of lesson s from the Hebrew 
Scr i ptures woul d  al low for huge 
port i on s  to be ski pped . We are not 
going  to read over 48  verses of 
Hebrew Scr iptures each Sun day . 
Cen sor sh i p  wi l l  have to be watched . 
Yes ; the Son g of Solomon , whi ch man y 
people d o  n ot know i s  i n  the Bible , 
should  be included an d hopefully 
in terpreted appropr i ately ;  wh i ch 
could be in terest in g .  The themes of 
breaking  of Coven an t , jud gemen t 
fol lowed by mercy , an d God ' s  
soci etal wide  word n eeds more play 
t i me rather than concentrating  
almost solely on  supposed prophecies  
concern i n g  Chr ist . 

I f i n d  the Hebrew Scr i ptures 
essen t ial to more fully  understand 
God ' s  word concern i n g  i n st i tut i on a l  
rel i g i on ' s ,  govern men tal , an d 

CONTI NUED 



LECT IONARY CONTINUED 

indivi dual responsibility . The 
Hebrew Scriptures are a reco rd  o f  
Go d ' s  work in the wo r l d  and must not 
be ignored j ust because one prefers 
His .work in New Testament times. 

In the mean time, what sho uld  
one do wi th the three year 
lectionary? Personally I already 
adjust the l essons to include what I 
determine to be the minimum unit 
boundaries. I see no problem in 
changing the lessons from the Hebrew 
Scriptures to go through different 
books in a systematic fashion to 
expose people to them. But, how 
wo uld  t�e individual church , synod, 
and national church react since thi s  
i s  not speci fically sanctioned by 
the ELCA? Until the Hebrew 
Scri ptures are more fully officially 
read in church services I see no 
o ther choice . 

Jeff Milsten 

Si 1nple Living 
On February 1 9 , 1 990, Tom Sine 

founder of Camrunity for New 
Beginnings came to the seminary. 
Tom is the author of The Mustard 
Seed Conspiracy and Why Settle for 
More and Miss the Best? He met with 
interested students in the coffee 
shop for two hours. Among the topics 
of discussion were simpler life styles 
and teaching children that consumerism 
is not the way to happiness. He 
also spoke of spirituality, and that 
is aided by a simpler life style . 
He believes in spiritual direction 
and an active prayer life. Tom, 
who hails from Seattle, Washington, 
tours and speaks to various 
organizations throughout the country . 
Those who were fortunate enough to 
hear him can begin a process of 
seeking out ways to simplify their 
lives. As 'Ibm said, "It's a life 
long journey . There is always a 
new and different way to simplify 
one's life. And it is exciting. "  

Phyllis Pelletier 

He) 1n ar li A n1er  ica11 u s  
Growth for me has often been 

a very difficult and painful process. 
One of the great teachers I have 
had has been the Homa.rd americanus . , 
otherwise known as the Maine lobster. 
This remarkable creature, which has 
a very hard ectoskeleton , proves 
to be a good role model. 'Iwice a 
year, this crustacean molts, that 
is it canpletely loses its outer 
shell. It needs to do this in order 
to grow. Just before the growth 
spurt , its meat begins to press 
against the inside of the shell 
pushing out and its shell becares 
extremely hard. At this point they 
are the least flavorful although 
many prefer them because of the 
fullness of  the shells. When they 
can no longer grow, the shell begins 
to split dorsally and the lobster 
emerges. It then seeks to burrow 
in the ocean bottom in an effort 
to escape predators. They bury 
themselves knowing that soon the 
creatine proouction will begin and 
a new shell will be fonned. When 
the shell is formed it is quite 
soft. At this point the lobsters 
are as flavorful as they will ever 
be.  

'!hat is  the lesson I must 
learn . I must be willing to 
canpletely shed the old and be 
vulnerable in order to grow. I must 
be willing to be vulnerable in order 
to be less hardened. The outer shell 
has been hard to shed, and I have 
often been afraid to shed it. Growth 
is always frightening. The price 
is always high. The results are 
always worth it . 

Phyllis Pelletier 



ne case of the C l er i cal Co l lar 

shou l d  s em i n a r y  s t u d e n t s  w e a r  
c l e r i c a l  co l l a r s ?  W h i l e  t h i s m a y  be  
a q ue s t i o n  o f  ad i a p ho r a . i t  l e a d s  to  
i s s u e s  t h a t  a re at  t h e c e n t e r  of  o u r  
L u t h e ra n  i de n t i t y. 

L a s t  s umme r ,  a t  my  C P E  s i g h t . a 
c l a s s m a t e  o f  m i n e wo re a c l e r i c a l  
c o l l a r w h e n  s h e  l e ad  c h a p e l  s e rv i c e s  
o r  v i s i t e d  a n e w  re s i d e n t. ( T h ree  
o u t o f  t h e f i v e of  u s  wo re c l e r i c s  
a t  some po i n t d u r i n g  t h e p ro g ram. ). 
T h e  p ro b l e m w a s  t h a t  t h i s p e r so n  h a d  

· j u s t  r ece i v e d  a n  MAR  d e g ree a n d  h a d  
n o  i n t e n t i on o f  e v e r  b e i ng o r d a i ned. 
She  s i mp l y wo re t h e  s h i r t  to be 
i de n t i f i e d a s  c h a p l i n  i n  s p e c i f i c · 
s i t u a t i on s. Why  s hou l d  t h i s be a 
p ro b l em ?  I wa s not o rd a i n ed  a n d  I 
wo re  a co l l a r w h e n  I p re ac hed  i n  
c h ape l.  Doe s i n t e n t  o f  o rd i n a t i o n  
m a k e  a d i f f e re n c e ?  

L a s t  mon t h , du r i ng a re t re a t  to 
p re p a re f o r  i n t e r n s h i p .  a p a s to r  f rom 
my s y no d  s po k e  o u t  a g a i n s t  i n t e r n s  
we a r i ng  c l e r i c s .  She s a i d t h a t  we 
( s t u d e n t s )  a re no t to be s e e n  a s  
p a s to r s  a n d  i t  w a s  to ou r ben e f i t ,  a s  
w e l l a s  i n  t he con g reg a t i o n ' s  be s t  
i n t e re s t . not  to con f u s e  t h e  t wo. 

I h a ve  h e a rd t h a t  we a r i ng a 
c l e r i c a l  co l l a r i s  good fo r f ree 
l i q u o r  on a i r p l ane s a n d  g e t t i ng o u t  
o f  t r a f f i c  t i c k e t s. I s  t h i s r i g h t ?  
A re we ( o rd a i ned  o r  not ) a bu s i n g a 
p r i v i l e g e ? T h o s e  s h i r t s w i t h t he 
f u n n y  n e c k  a re a s i g n o f  a p u b l i c  
o f f i ce. T h e y  a re p rob a b l y mo re 
recogn i z a b l e  a s  a s i g n o f  o rd i n a t i o n  
t h a n  t h e  s to l e s  t h a t  a re wo rn a t  ou r 
s e rv i c e s. 

W h a t  i s  t he re s po n s i b i l i t y 
t h a t  goe s a l ong  w i t h t h i s s h i r t ?  
can  s tu de n t s  be a c c u s e d  o f  i mpe r so n 
a t i ng a n  o rd a i ned  c l e rg y pe rson ? 
I s  t h e  co l l a r a r i g h t  o r  a p r i v i l e g e ?  

I am  a w a re o f  t h e  a d v a n t age s o f  
we a r i ng a co l l a r  w h e n  go i ng o u t  to 

1. 

s u p p l y  p re a c h. ( T he s t u d e n t  need s to 
be recog n i zed  a s  1 The  Pa s to r  o f  t h e  
W e e k • . )  T h i s b r i ng s  u s  t o  a mo re 
f u ndame n t a l  i s s ue. I f  s t ude n t s  a re 
a l l owed  to preach  i n  o u r  c hu rche s .  
w hy  a ren ' t  t h e y  a l l owed  to p re s i d e ,  
o v e r  E u c h a r i s t ?  Doe s t h e  s h i rt  g i v e 
u s  t h e  a u t ho r i t y  o f  t h e  Wo rd b u t  no t 
t he Sac ramen t ?  A re Wo rd and  Sac rament  
equ a l ? T h e s e  a re i s s u e s t h a t  mu s t  be 
d i s cu s s ed  a n d  dec i ded  by the  c h u rch  
a t  l a rge. 

Two y e a r s  ago t h e re w a s  a s e n i o r  
who wo re c l e r i c s  e v e ry d a y  to c l a s s. 
Occ a s i o n a l l y .  he wo re a f u l l  b l a c k  
c a s so c k. Th i s  man  wen t so f a r  a s  tb 
have  a c l e r i c a l  co l l a r made fo r h i s 
s e v e n  y e a r  o l d  son. I fe l t  t h a t  t h i s 
w a s  a n  a b u s e  o f  t h e  o f f i c e t h a t  i s  
re p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e s e  c l o t h e s. 

I f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c a l l s  fo r a 
s t u d e n t  to be recog n i z e d  a s  a p a s to r 
i n- t ra i n i n g ,  t h e n  l e t  u s  dec i de o n  a n  
a l t e rn a t i v e form o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i on. 
Pe rh a p s  a co l l a r  w i t h a c ro s s  on i t. 
We a re not y e t  o rd a i ned. We mu s t  be 
ve ry  c a r e f u l  to i n s u re t h a t  we a re 
not p e rce i v e d  a s  s u c h. 

M i r i am N i c ho l son 

Kno,v l edge and Ignorance 

Perhaps you have h eard it 
s a i d ,  " Knowledge is power. " T h is 
l s  a i nterest i ng equation if it l s  
true . The more one k nows , the more 
m ig hty  and for midable one becomes. 
Alt houg h  it does not necessar i ly 
t ollow t hat the re lative ly ignorant 
a mong us are power less , the  
tende ncy for the  forewarned and 
forearmed to make the  un i n formed 
subserv i e nt to t h e ir w i shes seems 
to be played out o f t e n  enough to 
g ive some credence to t h is proverb. 

Perhaps you have heard it  
sa i d ,  " Ignorance is  b l iss. " T h i s  
also is interest i ng. O n e  can 
wonder who t his say i ng stands up i n  
t he day t o  day traged i e s  o f  l i fe. 
When  a s ma l l . ch i ld f i nds a loaded 
p i stol and i n nocently m i stakes  it 
for a new and pecul i ar playt h i ng 
and subsequent ly s hoot s one o f  t he 

CONT I NUED 



Knowledge an.cl Ignorance 
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pare nts, can anyone truly say  that 
not knowi ng ls bette r than k nowing ?  
" If the pare nts had k nown 
bette r. . , "  we say. " If the 
child could have known , such a 
thing would not have happe ned , "  we 
say. 

Knowing ls usually looked upon 
as be ing more  be neficial than  not 
k nowing. Dare I say  that the 
pursuit of k nowledge has be come so 
idolized that the r e  is l ittle that 
we conside r not worth knowing , and 
we would hardly th i nk to make our 
de c ision until we knew what it was 
we had the cho i ce to r e je ct. 

Our  guest for e ve r  gre ate r 
knowledge only tells us w ith 
growing clar ity the r e ality of our 
ig nor ance. Afte r e a ch new 
unde r standing , afte r e a ch new 
t idbit ,  we look back w ith disma y ,  
e ve n  repugnance , upon those who 
have not str uggled as far as we 
have. The y ,  not hav i ng wor ked as 
d i l igent l y ,  do not e ve n  k now the 
de pths of OUR ignorance ! 

Are the r e  mome nts, whe n  based 
upon what one already unde rsta nds , 
it would be mor e  ethical NOT to 
know anyth i ng furthe r ?  Are the re  
a r e as of knowledge wh i ch should not 
be e xplored? This is not a matte r 
of "pla y i ng dumb. " Inste ad it 
would be a one of saying, " We are  
cur ious, but in  th is case , 
ig nora nce is bliss. " 

I offe r a short case study to 
illustrate: Suppose the re  is a 
team of s c i e ntists and r e s e a r ch e rs 
who set out to find the wor ld's 
olde st continuously living thing. 
As fortune would have it , these me n 
and wome n find what the y  be l i eve is 
that one th i ng. It happens to be a 
t r e e .  The y know e nough to 
dete rmine the age of this t r e e  to 
be on the orde r of 4 , 9 0 0  years. 
The y also have the tools and 
abil ity to date th is t r e e  
accurate ly , but such a level  of 
ce rta inty  requ i r e s  that t r e e  be 
damaged. Is it bette r to know w ith 
g r e ate r ce rta i nty  or  le ave well 
e nough alone ? 

The t r e e  I refe r to , a ce rtain  

bistle cone pine, was actually foun;s. 
by a group of ha rd wor king , and I 
ass ume , astute people. The se 
Forest Se r v i ce rese a r che rs made the 
choice for k nowledge , and cut the 
p ine  down. Whe n should that which 
is k nown rema i n  all that ls k nown? 
You de cide. 

By Br i a n  Le e Rossow 

SE11INARY . 

SPOTS 
N 
+ 

How man y  o f  you  hav e  n o t i c e d  
t h e  wood e n  s c u l p t u re o n  t h e  n o r t h  
s i d e o f  t h e  G r i t s c h ' s  hou s e ?  I 

• 

I 

l oo k  f o r  i t  e v e r y t i me I d r i v e  b y  on 
S p r i n g s  A v e n u e . No , i t  i s  not a 
s ho r t  Totem po l e .  I t  i s  a T i k i : a 
wood e n  i mage o f  a Po l y ne s i an s u p e r
na t u ral  powe r. 

The  G r i t s c h ' s  acqu i re d  t h i s 
s ta t u e  s e v e ral  yea r s  ago f rom a 
s t u d e n t  who had r e c e i v e d  i t  a s  g i f t .  
E v i d e n t l y ,  h e  d i dn ' t  k now what t o  do 
w i t h  i t  a f t e r  he had r e t u rned  f rom 
h i s i n t e rn s h i p .  Odd l y  e nou g h , t h i s 
i n t e rn s h i p s i t e wa s now h e r e  near  
Po l yn e s i a .  I t  wa s i n  u p s ta t e  New  
Y o r k  and  he j u s t  hap p e n e d  to rent  a 
room f rom a man who col l e c t e d  the s e  
s ta t u e s. 

T h i s T i k i  s i t s  on t h e  s t ump o f  
a C i v i l Wa r e ra t re e  t hat wa s b l ow n  
o v e r i n  a b i g  w i n d s to rm t h re e  yea r s  
ago. T h e  T i k i  appea r s  t o  b e  a pa r t  
o f  t he o r i g i na l  t re e . Th i s  i s  an 
a p p rop r i a t e  pede s ta l  s i n c e  i t  s tare s 
down  at  t h e  cannon i n  f ro n t  o f  t he 
S i n gma s t e r  hou s e . 

The  n e x t  t i me you wa l k down 
Con f e d e ra t e  A v e n u e , i f  you hav e  an 
u n e a s y  f e e l i ng t hat you are b e i n g  
wat c h e d , now you w i  1 1  k now why. T h e  
T i k i  may b e  gaz i n g a t  you . 

M i r i am N i chol s o n  




