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Froni The- Pr.e.sideni 

I hope you will excuse the very secular - even economic -
language I have used for the title of this column this month. 
Frankly, I know of no better way to write about the 
quantitative needs in the church for ordained leadership or 
the availability of graduating seminarians to fill such needs. 

At the most recent meeting of the ELGA Conference of 
Bishops the number of potential first call congre
gations/parishes for graduating seminarians totaled 342. 
The number of candidates approved for ordination is, 
however, only 278. That's a supply shortage of 64. Second 
career candidates (1 63) substantially exceed first career 
graduates (1 1 5) .  63 per cent are male; the group is 
predominantly married. 

This is the second consecutive year when the supply of first 
call situations far exceeds the number of graduates. The 
seminarian shortage last year, for example, was twice as 
high. The near future promises more of the same, with 
anticipated retirements jumping from 281 in 1 990 to 4 18  in 
1 996. (These numbers could be affected by premature 
clergy deaths and by pastors who retire earlier or later than 
age 65). 

First call situations are often those where there is a 
minimum compensation package. This may mean multiple 
church parishes in rural settings or in communities with 
declining memberships. Dr. Mary Paula Walsh's recent 
research suggests a growing feminization of rural clergy, 
beginning with the entrance of women into fi�st call 
situations. Mobility for pastors who are seeking second, 
third and fourth calls is restrictive generally, especially so for 
women. 

Do these facts suggest desirable changes in the ELGA 
system. I believe so, in tt,e following areas: 

1 . The ELGA candidacy process is probably the most 
sophisticated and rationalized in American Christianity. But, 
are the costs and redundancies justifiable? Has the time 
come to review this process to assess whether it may 
militate against candidate recruitment in general and 
against women and multicultural inclusivity in particular? 

2. Who are the proper ones to help lead others into a 
consideration of a vocation in ordained ministry? Most 
synods say, •� ordained minister shall seek out and 
encourage qualified persons to prepare for the ministry of 
the gospel." Churchwide, synod and seminary recruitment 
should increasingly direct recruitment in this direction. We 
may also want to encourage students to participate in this 
process. 

3. Regional church planners should give increasing 
attention to church structures historically derived from a past 
era when the supply of pastors was greater than now. Are 
all parishes institutionally viable? 

4. New attention needs to be given to the theological 
education of the laity, some of whom may be needed •· as 
has already been discovered among Roman Catholics and 
others ·· to perform tasks previously reseNed for the 
ordained. If such a cadre is identified and trained, how shall 
they function in a church with poorly articulated tasks and 
status for lay volunteers? 

5. What about associates in ministry? Most tell me that 
they often feel "second class• in both seminary and church. 
Should we consider new offices in the church with 
appropriate status, appointment and deployment, and 
recognition? What might a Lutheran "ordained diaconate• 
(if appropriate theologically) look like? 

As Bishop Donald J. McCoid (Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Synod) recently wrote in Echo: 

Amen. 

The Holy Spirit and the Church calls . . .  the 
Holy Spirit and the Church can also use our 
words and witness in the calling of pastors. 
We need to give witness to others about our 
own call and about what it means to be an 
ordained minister in Christ's Church -· sharing 
the Word and administering the Sacraments; 
caring for God's children and sharing a ministry 
of witness, learning and seNice. 

J. Russell Hale, Acting President 
3/90 
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When your ed i t or r equested t h i s  
p iece we dec ided that i t  m ight  b e  best to  
t ake the  " sem i nary in  retrospec t "  appr oach 
and t r y  to  addr ess the  quest i on :  "what 
ar e your r e f l ec t i ons  on your sem i nary 
educ at i on ,  now that you have e ight  months 
o f  par i sh exper i ence?" We both real i zed 
that t h i s  approach wou l d ,  mc,r e than 
anyt h i ng el se, r e f l ec t  a concept i on of 
what par ish m i n istry  i s .  The quest i on i s  
one o f  t heol ogy, i nsofar as " t heology"  i s  
the word wh i c h  desc r i bes t h e  genera l  
prac t i c e  and goal o f  a sem i n ar y ' s  t ask o f  
prepar i ng par ish m i n i ster s  for t h e i r  
m i n i st r i es .  Though i t ' s  star t i ng t o  
become a nasty word ,  a sem i nary educ at i on 
i s  st i l l  c a l l ed " t heol og i c a l . "  My answer 
t o  the  quest i ons posed above w i l l  s i mp l y  
r e f l ec t  my concept ion o f  what t heol og i c al 
educ at i on shou l d  be,  t emper ed now by eight  
months i n  a par ish . And l i ke i t  or not , 
answer s to  t hose quest i ons  t oday tend t o  
put a per son i n t o  one o f  t wo oppos i n g  
camps, camps that are  r e f l ec t ed i n  our 
sem i nar y ' s own d i v i s i on o f  fac u l t y  and 
cur r i c u l um,  and , at a deeper l evel , c amps 
that seem to have begun a bat t l e  for the  
soul of  the  chur c h .  A drast i c  d i agnos i s? 
Shades of  the polem i c a l  ed i t or i a l s  o f  
d i a l og or Lut heran Forum? ( Does anybody 
even read t hem anymore??) You dec ide.  

I n  e i ght  months o f  par i sh m i n i st r y ,  
i n  a m id-s i z ed ,  b l ue col l a r ,  somewhat 
el der l y  c ongrega t i on ,  I have not found the  
Job to  be desc r i bed by  the t wo t r ad i t ional 
c at egor i es :  prac t i c a l  and t heol og i cal , or , 
as the d i v i s i ons o f  facu l t y  so bal d l y  put 
i t :  B i b l e ,  H i story and Theo l ogy vs. 
" M i n is t ry . " Oh , I have done the  
oc casional Job wh i c h  might  be t r u l y  
descr i bed a s  prac t i ca l  -- f i x i ng a door 
l oc k ,  p a i nt ing my study, t yp i ng a 
bul l et i n ,  etc . . .  but t h i s  muc h-l oved 
d i st i nc t i on i s  not hel p ful i n  desc r i b i n g  
o r  dec i d i ng what I must d o  a s  a pastor . 
Rather , I f i nd al most every wor k i ng m inute  
preoc c up i ed w i t h a quest i on or  a prob l em 
or a dut y wh ich  st ems from the  cal l t o  be 
a speaker and guar d i an of the gospel among 
t hese peop l e .  As I strug g l e  w i t h  t h i s  
task ,  i t  has i nvar i ab l y  been theol ogy 
wh i c h  i n sp i res or sust a ins  me. Some may 
ar gue that  t h i s  i s  s i mp l y  a sel f
ful f i l l i ng prophecy;  t hat theol ogy 
sust a i n s  me bec ause I have c hosen t o  
c onceive o f  mysel f a s  a t heol og i an .  Th i s  
i s  c er t a i n l y  par t o f  the t r u t h .  But I 
c hose t o  see mysel f and prepare mysel f as 
a t heol og ian in sem i nary because c er t a i n  
peop l e  convinced me t h at t h i s  i ndeed i s  

what t h e  f a i t h ful  I wou l d  eventual l y  ser ve 
wou l d  bot h need and expec t .  The quest ion 
t hen becomes: wer e t hose peop l e  r i gh t ?  Or 
was i t  a waste o f  t i me aud i t i ng 
t heol og i c al l oc i  and seminars ,  strugg l ing  
t o  ke�p up  my Gr eek , and  t r y i ng to  
fami l i ar i z e  mysel f w i t h  Luther , 
Lut her an i sm,  and the  h i stor i c a l  shape o f  
t h eol ogy? As f a r  a s  I c an detach mysel f 
fr ,:,m mysel f ,  as they say, and l ook 
obj ec t i ve l y  at my par i sh i oner s and t h e i r  
expec t at ions o f  me, I have to  say i t  seems 
that  t hose peop l e  wer e most dec i s i ve l y  
r i ght , and that my t i me i n  sem i nary spent 
t r y i n g  t o  augment the est ab l i shed 
" t heol og i c a l " c ur r i cu l um was wel l spent . 
Some h i ghl ights  may be hel p ful  t o  
i l l ustrate .  

F i r st ,  the  most obv i ous f i e l d  i n  
wh i c h  pastors a r e  subjec t ed to  t h e i r  
c ongrega t i on ' s  expec t at ions,  app r oval , and 
d i sapproval has to be the p ul p i t .  We are  
expec t ed by  our peop l e  t o  be proc l a i mer s .  
And ,  except  for the  l uc k y  few that f i nd 
t hemsel ves re l i eved o f  t h i s  ( o ften mor e  
t han)  week l y  chal l enge b y  a t eam 
s i t uat ion ,  prepar i n g  the  Sunday ser mon c an 
qu i c k l y  bec ome a t ask t h at stra ins  the 
l i m i t s  of human c r eat i v i t y  and express i o n .  
One is  oc c as i onal l y  surpr i sed by a 
favorabl e r eac t i on to  an obv i ousl y l ousy 
e f for t ( t he Sp i r i t  of Chr ist  b l ows wher e 
He wi l l s ) . But far more ,:, f t en i t  is  c l ear 
t h at the  peop l e ' s  expec t at i ons  are met and 
t h e i r  hunger fed by ser mons wh ich  are  
sc r i pt ur a l l y  based and t heol og i ca l l y  
i n for med , t el l t hem someth i ng t hey haven ' t  
heard before (or at l east w i t h i n  the l ast 
month ) ,  and probab l y  most i mpor t ant l y ,  
r em i nd t hem o f  somet h i ng t h at i s  al l t oo 
eas i l y  for got ten :  the i r  ut t er dependence 
on t he grace of God wh i c h  is t h e i r s  i n  
Chr ist . How t o  do th i s  wi thout a stronq 
background in exeges i s ,  and a t heol og i c a i  
foundat i on based on the  centur i es o f  
i n t er pret at i on o f  Chr i st i an f a i t h  and l i fe 
and i t ' s  c ont i nuat i on t oday? How even t o  
beg i n? And then,  how t o  sust a i n  suc h 
e f for t s  week a f t er week , w i t hout feel inq 
l i ke a br oken record? A t r u l y  t heol oq i c ai 
educ a t i on i s  needed : c onstant r e fer�nces 
and al l us i ons to "da i l y  1 i fe "  are dry and 
qui c k l y  exhausted . For most in Beaver 
Fal l s ,  da i l y  l i fe i s  a gr i nd ,  and the  
gospel ' s  t heol og ica l  i n t erpret at i on o f  
t hat gr ind i s  what i s  needed bot h t o  
insp i r e  and tol er at e  t he g r i nd ing ! 

Second , few i f  any sem i n ar i ans are  
g raduat i ng t hese days w i t hout b e i nq 
c onv inced C t houqh somet i mes r e l uc t ant l y )  - � 
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ur gent need for l i t ur g i ca l  re form 
at r ec l a i m i ng the ful l c e l ebrat i on 

o f  the euc h ar i st -- wor d  and sacrament -
as the c enter o f  c ongregat i onal  l i fe .  
Many " f i r st ,: al l p ar i shes " have yet t o  be 
l ed t h r ough such l i turg ica l  r e for m .  
I n ter p r et i ng t h e  l oc a l  s 1 t uat 1on ,  p l an n i ng 
such r e for m ,  and l ead i ng a congr egat ion 
t h r ough it  i n  a pastoral l y  sens i t i ve way 
i s  an enormous chal l enge i n  most pl aces .  
In  my  ,:j\.Jn exper i en ,: e ,  and i n  t he 
exper i ence  o f  most o f  my col l eagues , 
c ongregat i ons  see t h i s  as a bat t l e  between 
t he pastor ' s  subjec t i ve l y  hel d op i n i ons  
and their  own . Transcen d i ng these bat t l e  
l i nes and br i n g i n g  the  i ssues under the  
author i ty o f  scr i p ture and t r ad i t i on o ften 
t ak es years o f  t houoht ful , i n  for med 
cateches i s .  Aga i n ,  t here i s  no subst i t ute 
for the study of the c l assic  theo l og ical 
l oc i ,  both h i stor i c al l y  and 
syst emat i c a l l y ,  and a strong knowl edge o f  
t h e  c hur ch ' s  l i t ur g i c a l  t r ad i t i ons ( and 
heres i es ' )  and t h e i r  b i b l i c a l  and 
t heol og i c a l underp inn ings .  

Lest one m i staken l y  i n fer that  other 
sor ts  o f  knowl edge and l ear n i ng -- such as 
soc i o l og i c al , mul t i -c u l t ur a l , demograph i c ,  
psychol og i c al , t her apeut i c ,  c ommun icat i on
t heoret ica l , and al l the other s 
m i scel l aneous wh ich  are t aught at sem i nary 
-- are unnecessary ,  t h i n k  aga i n .  The 
interpret at i on of fered here is an at tempt 
to i l l ustrate t hat the par i sh pastor must 
f i r st and for emost be a c ompetent 
t heol og i an .  The gospel i s  a prom i se wh i c h  
b y  i t s  nature i nterprets al l o f  l i fe ,  and 
so a l l  of l i fe i ndeed i s  i t s  necessary 
poss i b 1 e ,:,bj ec t ,  b,:,t h in t l1e gospel 
m i n i st r y  i t sel f and in educat i on for that 
m i n istry .  But p r i or i t ies must be set , 
bot h i n  m i n i stry  and t heol og i c al 
educ ation .  Th i s  ar t i c l e  has  been a 
suggest i on t hat augment i ng the  requ i r ed 
t heol og i c a l  c omp,:,nent o f  the " t heol og i c a l  
educ at i on "  o f fer ed at Lut heran Theol c,g i c al  
Semi nar i es c ou l d  on l y  bene f i t  future 
pastor s and the m iss ion o f  the chur c h .  

Past or Steve Ver �ouw 
Chr i st Luthera� Chur c h ,  Beaver Fal l s ,  Pa.  

f{ 8 \1 i 8 \\! : Rotnero 
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Ma rch  3 0, 1 9 9 0, t h e  So ci a l  
A ct ion Comm i t t ee show ed t h e 
f i lm " Rom ero" i n  t h e cof f ee shop . 
A l t h o ugh  everyon e k n ew how t h i s 
wo uld end ,  t h e  f i lm h el d  t h e  
a ud i en ce s p el l  bo und . Thi s  movi e 
wa s very g raph i c  and d i f f i cul t 
to  wat ch a t  t i m es. I wa s l ef t  
w i t h  t h e  thought o f  how awf ul 
to have to l i ve t h i s  on a d a i l y  
ba si s .  In t r uth ,  t h i ng s  have 
not chang ed app reciably i n  E l  
Sa l vad o r .  

What t h i s f i lm revea l ed ,  
however , wa s t h e  d evelopmen t  
of  a h ero on a j o urn ey . H e  had 
been el ect ed A rchbi shop beca use 
h e  wa s f el t  to have been a sa f e  
choi ce. H e  wo uld not mak e  waves, 
t h ey t h o ught .  We witn essed a 
man on a j o urn ey f rom 
non i n vol vem ent to being t h e  
spok esp erson fo r t h e poo r .  W e  
wat ch ed a s  a f ew commi t t ed p ri est 
w ere to rt ured , m urd ered ,  o r  l o st 
f ri en d s. Th e h i g h  point  fo r 
m e  wa s a con f essiona l s cen e wh en 
a p ri est con f essed to Osca r that  
h e  had  been j udgmen t a l  and had  
f el t  that  t h e  Archbi shop wo uld 
be i n ef f ect ua l .  Th en h e  fol lowed 
t h e  con f ession by saying , " I  
wa s w rong " .  

A f ew w ee k s  ago i n  cha p el , 
som eon e read t h e wo rd s of B i  shop 
Gomez say i ng ,  " A ssa s si n a t ion 
d o es not ha rm t h e  ch urch , 
a ssa ssi na t ion st rengt h en s  t h e 
ch urch " .  Th i s  was an ext rem ely 
engag i ng p rod uct ion wh i ch l eft  
me  f eel i ng sad t h a t  t h e  m urd er 
o ccurred . I t  l eft  m e  p ro ud to 
be a pa rt of t hat sam e  ch urch . 
B ut most l y  i t  l eft  m e  i n  doubt 
wh et h er o r  not I co uld ever pay 
t h e  p ri ce Rom ero pa i d .  I w a s  
rea l l y  l i f t  shak en by t h e  who l e  
exp eri en ce .  

Phy l l i s  Pell et i er 

.., 
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CHANGE 

CHANGE 
grabs me 

unaware 
leaving its  touch upon my life . 

Unwanted 
IT escapes my push 

away , 
forever never in my life . 

Needed 
IT captures me quickly 

quietly , 
st irring growing signs of l i fe . 

Feared 
IT he ars my laugh 

crying , 
reaching wi thin the depths of 

my life . 

Loved 
IT battles my soul 

searching , 
pierc ing the closing of my mind ' s  

life . 

Risked 
IT speaks through Chri st  

unchanged , 
giving faith , love , hope to new 

l ife o 

Change 
changes me 

thankfully 
leaving its  touch upon my life . 

-- Solveig  R .  W i lkinson 
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Laughs , 
crys , 

cheers of sharing 
give 

j oy , 
expectat ions 
of  

new 
spurts of growing 
in 

l i fe ' s  
relati onshios 
of 

friend-
ships sail ing on ! 

Solveig R .  W i l kinson 



L i t t le One 

To you my child I s peak , my dear. 
Wha t  could I tell  you ,  

you f or whom I a m  but a temporary 
assistan t ,  
you who are a living treasure . 

Would I share the boundless  l ove and 
j oy that over f l owed on my face at  
your birth , when I whi s pered , 
"Thank you !  Thank you ! "  

That has propel led me to  tuck you in 
and bless you these nearly 
f our thousand nights . 

Should I tell of the sudden , 
crushing fear that overwhelmed me 
the night I thought your li fe 
would pass from this earth . 

Y ou were s o  tiny then , and my s i l ent 
screaming plea was heard . 

Could I tell of the wonder in  your 
eyes , as you toddled through the 
garden a fter the hopping toad . 

Wha t  of that shock when you were 
first  greeted with  a dog ki ss . 

You delighted when your brother 
cut your long locks --
"to make you pretty . "  

Do you remember the Christmas when 
at age f our , he s pent ALL HE HAD 
to  give you the real china tea set .  

I recall the day you carried 
f lowers at  your c ous i n ' s  wedding . 

Would I see YOU 
someday standing tall or kneel ing 
a t  the a l tar? 

I have a gl impse of who you are , 
and you are becoming you .  

I wonder--what i s  your dest i ny? 
You seem to  l i tera l ly somersault 

into tomorrow . 

There were many moments 
when your search ing , li ttle  hand 
t ightly gras ped my one f i nger . 

Yer: 
How i ntense you were once , 

when sent t o  your room t o  quiet 
y our stomping f eet . 

That note you left  on my pi llow at 
being sent away --" I hate you Mom . 
Love , Jenni fer" --stirred me as  no  
other . 

5 

Truly ,  we share our li fe and time , 
memories , feelings , experiences , 
hopes , and more . 

Can you see wi sdom and mercy here 
and there ? 

You were the one dreamed of f or so  
long.  

You were the a pple of your Creator ' s  
eye and s t i l l  are ! 

Thi s ,  my dear,  i s  what I would li ke 
you to know .  

Joanne Trowbridge , 1 9 8 6  

Japanese Transl a ti on of th e 
Tw enty - t h i r d  Psalm 

Th e Lor d i s  my pa ce-setter , 
I sha l l  n ot r us h ;  

H e  mak es m e  s t op and r est a t  
qui et i nt erval s . 

H e  pr ov i des m e  w i th ima ges 
of st i l l ness , wh i ch r es tor es 
my ser eni ty ; 

H e  l ea ds m e  i n  th e ways of 
ef f i ci ency t h r ough ca lmness 
of m i nd .  

And h i s  gu i da n ce i s  p ea ce .  
E v en th o ugh I hav e a gr ea t  many 

th i ngs t o  a ccompl i sh ea ch day ,  
I w i l l  not f r et,  f or h i s  p r esence 

i s  h er e. 
H i s  ti m el essnes s, 

H i s  a l l  imp or ta n ce 
w i l l  k eep m e  i n  balance.  

H e  p r epared r ef r es h m ent a nd r enewal 
in th e m i ds t  of my a ctiv i t y  

B y  a nn oi n t i ng my m i nd w i th h i s  
oi l s  of tra nqui li t y ,  

My cu p o f  j oy ous energy ov er f l ow s .  
Sur el y  h a rm ony and ef f ecti ven es s  

sha l l  b e  t h e  f r ui ts of my  h ou r s, 
F or I sha l l  w a lk i n  t h e  pa ce of my 

Lor d, a nd dw el l i n  h ouse f or ev er .  

(Th i s  wa s l oca ted b y  J oanne 
T r owbr i dge i n  th e h i s tori ca l  
j ourna l s  o f  th e N or th B r ew er
E ddi ngt on Uni ted M et h odi st Chu r ch ,  
N or t h  B r ew er ,  Mai ne. Mi sspel l i ngs 
a r e  quoted corr ect l y  f r om th e 
or i gi nal . )  

, 



.A. T in1e of Preparat ion 

Here we a re in the middle 
of Lent, and I was f eeling as if 
I were in the middl e of the Sahara 
again. I sn' t something supE)Osed 
t o  be happening? Am I not supposed 
to be feeling something? What is  
this all about? Am I supposed to 
be resting f or the g rc,...rth spurt 
that i s  t o  f ollow? Will it f ollow? 
In the past of my childhcxx:1, every 
Friday during Lent , we were made 
t o  go to  the Way of the Cross as 
well as morning mass. It was 
tedi ous. Isn' t tedi ous bett er than 
nothing? It seems that here of 
all pla ces, Lent should be 
experi enced differently .  Shouldn' t  
it be deeper and more meaningful ? 

I think I f elt that, once 
in seminary, our relati onship, God ' s  
and mine, would be different . It 
hasn' t been. Is  my desert experi ence 
so different f ran Christ ' s? Forty 
days of fasting must have seemed 
tedi ous, many times. We read of 
the bapti sm of Jesus, foll owed by 
the t emptations, and finally Passi on 
Sunday . We don' t read about those 
many days in between when tedium 
was in all probability the norm. 
Was that how Chri st was p repared 
for Passi on week? What did he do 
with all those hours? He  probably 
didn' t sit around canplaining about 
the tedi ousness of his desert 
experi ence. But I want t o  get on 
wi th it .  Let ' s  get t o  the big stuff.  
Let ' s  forget about walking th rough 
the desert sands. I want the chu rch 
year t o  move faster. I want Ash 
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Faster all in the same 
week. Th en lord, I could do great 
things for you. I 'm just cooling 
my heels here, wasting time. 

Then I f elt sure I heard a 
reply. "The time I a rrange f or 
preparation i s  never wasted. Y ou ' re 
so impatient . How do you think 
I would have fa ced Passi on week,  
if I hadn' t worked my way thr ough 
the desert? Examine the 
metamorphosis of the butterfly. 
It lays dormant in its ccx::oon f or 

a time and then sta rts t o  break 
out of it. For th ree days it 
struggl es t o  emerge. In that time, 
it uses its wings t o  st retch and 
pull and tear at the ccx::oon, and 
if someone wanted t o  h elp it out 
and take a razor blade and cut the 
covering, the butterfly would not 
be able t o  fly . It would be prey 
t o  any and all predators, because 
it i s  in the struggle that its wings 
become st rong enough t o  fly. I 
want you t o  fly . "  

I have l ost sight of the pri ce 
Jesus paid for my gift . Salvati on 
didn ' t  come cheap. I don' t l i ve 
in the desert anymore, at l east 
not the Saha ra.  Today I live in 
a desert called ccmpla cency. I 
have taken thi s gift f or granted 
so mu ch that I have l ost sight of 
Christ ' s  prepa rati on time and focused 
on the resurrection. I have t o  
l earn t o  walk through the day t o  
day t edium to  rea ch my goal . J esus 
had t o  walk through i t ,  but I f elt 
I was different . I f elt I could 
skip the prepa rati on. I could get 
on wi th the i ssue at hand. But 
the i ssue at hand was preparati on. 
I have to  l earn t o  be a chrysalis 
before I can be a butt erfly. Y es, 
I am impatient; but fortunately, 
God isn' t .  

Phyllis  Pelletier 

1 s 11 , t i L r u n 11 \l . . .  
C o n c o r d i a  C o l l e g e  m a i n ta i n s  � n  

i n t e n s e  bu t f r i e n d l y  r i v a l ry w i t h  o u r  
c r o ss- to \m f o e s a t  M o o r h e a d  S ta t e  
U n i ve rs i t y .  T h e  t e n s i o n  w a s  h i g h  
a w e e k  be f o re the  bi g f o o t ba l l  game  
when t h e i r  campus chap l a i n  spo k e  a t  
� n e  o f  our d a i l y  c h ape l s e rv i c e s .  
T h e  su bj e c t  o f  h i s  m e s sa g e  was praye r .  
He s a i d  t h a t  p ra y e r  was  n o t  l i ke  a 
C h r i s tm a s  " wi sh - l i s t " . H e  i l lus
t ra t e d  th i s  p o i n t  by saying  t h a t  i t  
wasn ' t f a i r  f o r  bo th t e a m s  t o  p r ay 
to G o d  f o r  a f oo t ba l l  v i c to ry .  W e  
wou l d  be bac k i n g  G o d  i n t o  a c o rne r .  
The  o n l y  s o l u t i on t h a t  G o d  c o u l d  
o f f e r  wou l d  be a t i e .  T h e  f i n a l  
sc o re o f  t h e  g ame ? 3 to  3 .  

H i r i am N i ch o l son  



Mistake11 l de11tity 
I c om p 1 e t e d a q u a r t e r of 

c 1 i n i c a  1 p a s t  or a 1 e du c  a t  i on i n 
w i 1 1 i a m s  p o  r t , P e n n s  y 1 v a n i a .  
A l  t h o u qh on l y  one of our group  was 
or da i n ; d ,  a l  1 of  us c h ap l a i n s we r e  
adv i se  d t o  wear  c 1 e r  i c a  1 garb wh e n  
we w e r e  on c a l l f or eme r g e n c i e s .  
On my f i r s t  on c a l l day I arr i v e d  
l a t e  f or l u n c h  a t  t h e  c af e t e r i a . 
Af t e r  s c a n n i n g t h e  r oom for a 
f am i  1 i ar f a c e , I made my way t o  t h e  
t abl e o f  a s t u de n t  n u r se I ' d me t on 

" Oh God '· " h e  my r o u n d s . my 
e x c l a i me d  as h e  l ook e d  u p  a t  me . 
" No , "  I r e p l i e d ,  " j u s t  a p a s t or , "  

s u bm i t t e d by 
F o l Kemer  

t h e  Rev . Be t h  8 .  

T"' 

t OC ll S · L inda C i pr i an i  

L i n d a C i pr  i an i has been ,.., or i · i n g f or 
the Gettysburg Sem inary f or twel ve 
years th i s  August . L i n d a  has a very 
d i verse and important rol e w ith in 
the 1 if e of  t h e  sem inary . I n  f ac t , 
much of the  d a il y  b us iness of  t h e  
sem i n ary h inges  o n  h er part ic u l ar 
1 0b . L i nd a  is the  d irec tor of the  

ma il room � she  d istr ibutes the m a il 
to  t h e  s�m i na�y c ommun i ty , as we l l 
as gets  a l l of the sem in ary ' s  d a il y  
m a i l i ngs out . She does a l l of  the  
b u l k ma il i ng s  f or the  sem inary too , 
l ast year over f if ty bu l k  ma il ing s  
occurred out of t h e  ma il room and 
over one hundred thousand l abe l s 
were sent out . The ma il room h2s its 
own postmark , and essen t ia l l y  does 
everyth i ng to  prepare the ma il to 
go out . The post of f ice then , p ic k s  
u p  t h e  ma il and i t  i s  ready to  b e  
d i s t r ibut ed . 

I n  add it ion t o  a l l of the  ma il room 
dut i es ,  L inda  i s  a l so respon s i b l e 
f or the  sem in ary h andbook , T ab l e 
Ta l k ,  the syl l ab i  f or c l asses , and 
2ssorted c op y ing and pr in t i n g  that 
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How many t i me s  h a v e  you Halk e d  
p a s t  t h e  s t a tue of Hart i n  Lu the r ?  
I f i gure  t h a t  I h a v e  p a s s e d  b y  i t  
about  7 50 t i me s  b u t  I k new noth i n g  
of i ts h i s tory s o  i t  i s  the  v i c t i m  
of my lat e s t  qu e s t  f or i nf orma t i () n  
abou t  a S e mina r y  s p ot . 

Our s tatue  i s  an or i g i nal w o r k  
o f  a r t ,  c a s t  i n  b r on z e  and d e d i c a t e d  
on M a y  8 ,  1 9 4 7 .  T h e re h a d  b e e n  � ornP 
d i s c u s s i on about  c opy i ng s ome oth e r  
p ortra i t  of Lu t h e r  b u t  t h i s  neH 
i nt e r p r e t a t i on of " Luthe r a s  T e a c h e r "  
p r e v a i le d .  Lu the r i s  shown r e a d i ng 
a Bi b le ,  s u rrou n d e d  b y  oth e r  book s 
and e x p ou n d i ng s ome s i gni f i c ant p oi nt 
of know le d ge . I f  y ou a r e  a mb i t i ou s  
e noug h  to  cli mb u p  t h e  p e d e s t a l  you 
c a n  s e e  t h a t  Lu the r ' s  r i g h t  foot i s  
s te p p i n g  on a p a p a l  t i c k e t  of 
i nd u lg e nce . 

T o  t h e  b e  s t o f my k n  o \t l e d g e L h i s 
i s  t h e  only s tatue  of Lu th e r  i n  a 
s i t t i ng p os i t i on .  " H e re I s i t .  I 
g ot t i re d  f rom all that  s ta n d i ng . " 

M i r i am N i ch ols on 

the sem in ary n�eds done . She a l so 
does aux il l ary orders f or the 
devel opment of f i ce . 

L inda  1 5  a n at ive of Get t ysburq . 
5he  has  t wo c h il dren f rom a 
prev i ous m�rr iaoe , and t wo steo 
ch i l dren . She is marr i ed to Larry 
C ip r ian i , 1 il10 1..iork s F or� t h e  
m a i n t enance department of  t h e  
sem inary . L inda  c on t r i bu t e �  much t o  
t h e  1 if e of  the  sem i nary w it h  her 
" beh 1 nd t h e  scenes " k i nd  of 1•iod . 
We apprec iat e  her . Thank you L i n d a ' 

k r i s  b e l l 



.4c t i on and Ref lec t i on 

Whi l e  s tudy i ng i n  D. C. you are requ i red 
to do commun i ty serv i ce and refl ect on th i s  
theo l og i ca l l y. Sounds bor i ng ,  I know. But 
real l y  i t  i s  not. 

I am doi ng my A/R at the Wh i tman-Wa l ker 
Cl i n i c. For those who have never heard of 
the c l i n i c ,  i t  i s  one of the l eaders i n  the 
testi ng and treatment of persons who are H IV+ 
or have A I DS. Yes , there i s  a d i sti ncti on. 
Not everyone who i s  H IV+ wi l l  deve lop A I DS. 
W i th new treatment and ear l y  i nterventi on the 
chances for a l ong l i fe i s  becom i ng poss i b l e. 
Qu i te a change from just a few years ago. 

My work at the c l i n i c  has thus far been 
i n  med i ca l  support servi ces. I n  other words 
I regi ster persons for the test and usher 
them i n  for the test. I am i n  tra i n i ng for 
H IV  counse l i ng ,  wh ich  means that I wi l l  be 
� i v i ng persons there resu l ts i n  a one-to-one 
counsel i ng sess i on. Sound scary? Wel l ,  once 
you have gone through the tra i n i ng ,  you are 
as prepared as you can be. 

I have spent many hours l earn i ng what i t  
means to be HIV+ ,  consequences o f  hav i ng A I DS 
and non-judgmental counsel i ng. There are few 
peop l e  who do not know someone who i s  H IV+ or 
has A I DS .  I t  i s  qu i c k l y  becomi ng a fact of 
l i fe. And th i s  i s  a fact many of us  wi l l  be 
dea l i ng wi th i n  the pari sh. 

And p l ease do not th i nk that on l y  gay 
ma l es have the d i sease. D i d  you know that 
the v i rus i s  spreadi ng the s l owest now 
through the gay commun i ty. They have l earned 
a very hard l es son and safe sex i s  now a way 
of l i fe. Our heterosexual  commun i ty i s  not 
l earn i ng as qu i c k l y. And as l ong as we see 
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A I DS a s  a gay d i sease i t  wi l l  conti nue to 
spread qu i ck l y  and to newborn ch i l dren. 
Women of col or and ch i l dren consti tute the 
fastest grow i ng popul a t i on of H IV+ persons. 

I t  i s  t i me for our church to take a new 
l ook at i ts pos i t i on on A I DS. Does i t  have 
one? Jesus I m i n i stry was to the nt1 � r , 

of h i s  soc i ety. Who can th ink  of someone 
more outcast today than a person suffer i ng 
w i th A I DS? They do not even recei ve a 
decent bur i a l  i n  most states. Jesus '  mi n i s
try was  one of touch. We need to reach out 
and touch these peopl e and hel p them f i nd 
the l ove of God present i n  the i r  l i ves . 

There are many good books out today to 
hel p us deal w i th most d i ff i c u l t  top i c. 
Most of  them are avai l ab l e  i n  the bookstore. 
I especi a l l y  recommend E l i sabeth Kubl er-Ros s '  
book : A I DS The Ul t i mate Cha l l enge and 
A I DS and the Church by Earl E. She l p  and 
Rona l d  H. Suther l and. Both of these books  
deal wi th A I DS in  a d i fferent way - -but each 
very hel pful. 

I know demands on readi ng t ime are 
great but hope you can f i nd some t ime for 
these t i me l y  books. You may be surpr i sed 
how he l pful  havi ng a hand l e  on th i s d i sease 
can be. 

Nancy Ruckert 




