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TABLE TAL� i s  a publ i c  f orum f or news , v i ewpo i n t s . and 

op in i ons of student s  and other f o l k s  f rom LTSG . � , ��se f ee l  
f ree t o  e:: press vour thoughts  and i deas . Poetry and art vJorl 
w i l l be c on s i dered . � l ong w ith l etters , boo�: and mov i e  
rev i ews . and manuscr i pt s  deal i n g  w ith  as sorted t op i cs . 
A l l art i c l e s  must be subm it ted w i th author ' s  n ame : however . 
upon request and i n  consu l t at i on w i th the  ed itor ia l  staf f , 
name m�v b e  w i th e l d i n  cert a i n  c ircumstance s . 

P l ease sub m i t  a l l mater i a l  t vped , and s i n g l e-�paced . 
P l ease proof read a l l m�ter ial  subm i t ted . 

TABLE TALI- i s  oub l i sh ed month l v  bv  s tudent s  at the 
Lutheran Theo l og i c a l  Sem i n arv a t  Get t v sburg . The v i ews and 
op i n i on s  e;: pres sed here do  not necessar i 1 y ref l ect  the v i e\-is 
and op i n i ons of the ed i t or ia l  staff , the  s t udent 
assoc iat i on , or the sem i n ary .  

STAFF : Heat her Bumstead 
Chr 1 s Chante 1 aLl 

B 1 1 1 Gr 1 f f  1 t h  

Jack Horner 
Bob l· .. n i ght  
t:..r is Bel  l • ed 1 t or 

TABLE TALI� , 6 1  West Conf ederate Ave . ,  Get t vsburg , PA 1 73�5 . 



A STRANGER AND YOU WELCOME ME 

• A Stranger and You Welcomed Me" happened to be the theme of the 1 990 Southwestern 
Minnesota Synod assembly, which was my last official synod event prior to coming to Gettysburg. 
Marlene and I experienced the implications of that theme in a powertul way as we began our life 
among you. We discovered this to be a truly hospitable ·place and thank each of you for the 
warmth and graciousness with which you welcomed us. In part, because of your gracious 
hospitality we still haven't really learned to "know the heart of a stranger,• which is such an 
important Old Testament theme. 

The awareness of their origins as outcasts and strangers was burned indelibly on Israel's 
consciousness. Again and again the Old Testament reminds God's people to welcome the 
sojourner and the stranger because they "know the heart of a stranger," since they were 
strangers in the land of Egypt. Jesus is so frequently criticized because he is found in the 
"strangest places,• reaching out to those whom others consider "strangers". 

Hospitality really is one very concrete and significant -expression of the biblical concept of 
"shalom.• This is something which congregations often find very difficult to express. Inhospitality 
is usually not at all intentional. Congregations that perceive themselves as very warm and 
welcoming are often shocked to find that others experience them as quite unfriendly and 
inhospitable. The pain of feeling unwelcome is all the more acute when it is experienced from a 
community that seems to be so warm and friendly to those who already belong. If we are truly 
serious about evangelism, we have no choice but to be serious about the biblical call to hospitality 
in every expression of the Church's life and ministry. 

I truly sense the commitment here to model that hospitality. I also sense the awareness that 
hospitality goes much deeper than merely etiquette. It has to do with our attitudes toward people 
who appear different from us. It involves an openness to their ideas and their way of doing things 
and thinking about things. It involves a desire for open dialogue and a willingness to be enriched 
by someone different from us, which is much more than simply allowing that person to be part of 
our community. It invites them to help shape and determine the character of our community. It 
requires clarity about who we are and what we believe so that we can be secure enough to risk 
dialogue with someone different without fear of losing what is important to us. Finally, it 
challenges us to become vulnerable to each other and to take risks so that both we and our 
community can grow. 

Although we have work to do before we become a truly diverse community, I am impressed with 
the diversity that does exist here, e.g., through the presence of international students, people 
with very diverse life experiences, some people with diverse ethnic and racial background. etc. 
We need to draw upon the richness of that diversity at the same time that we continue our efforts 
to become more inclusive. 

As many of you have expressed desire for more dialogue and broader communication, I sense 
your commitment to this level of hospitality. I look forward to working with you in finding ways to 
give more concrete expression to this desire. May this campus continue to be a place of which 
those who enter truly can say "I was a stranger and you welcomed me!" 

Darold H. Beekmann 
President 
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FR-OM CH iLOCJ\RL COOP 

But J esus said , "Let  the c h i l d ren come to 
me , and do n o t  h i nder  them � f o r  to such 
o e 1 ongs the l ingdom o f  he2ven . 1 1  

Fo,- n,anv  ve-2-rs . the C h i  l dc2  ,-e Coo pet-a ti ve c ommi t tee h2s 
s �r 1 vec to orovioe dayc2re for c h i ld ren of the Seminary 
commun i t y  in 2 variety of wavs . Curren t l y  the Commi ttee , 
w i th t he en thus iastic  coooe r 2 t i on o f  President Beekm2nn 2nd  
lrie  Seminary s t2 f f  • .1.s  wo,-1  ing on  t he deve l opmen t o f  a 
p e rmanen t c h i l dcare c en te r .  The impo r tance of permanency i s  
p3rdmoun t. In t he pas t ,  s tuden ts a l one have had to organ i z e  
a new commi ttee eac h year t o  arrange c h i l dcare . Con t i n u i t y  
o f  c a re has n o t  been poss i b le because o f  the con tinual 
r o ta tion of semin2ry s tuden ts res i d i n g  on campus , but now , 
w i t h  the support o f  t he Seminarv , t h i s  c.an be ac h ieved . 

T he ide2 l center wou l d  be one t h a t  i s  l oc a ted on campus . 
o oera t i or,a 1 year- round for both d<? y t ime and evening  
c h i l dcare , and part i 2 ll y subs i d i =ed b y  the  Seminary.  A t  this  
t i me , thoug h .  it  i s  not  poss i b l e  to  provide c h i l dcare on 
c ampus because the previous s i te of c hi l dca re . Heiges Ha l l .  
a s  we l l  as the o ther c 3mpus f ac i l i t iPs , ao not have t he 
a p propt-ia. te State Occupa.ncy Code r iecessat·y to become a 
l icensed c en ter. �uture p l an s  d o  i n c l ude  provid ing a 
c hi l d c at~e c�n ter on campus but the f i rs t  s tep toward this  
goal  has  been taken . 

W i th t�e c ombined e f f o r t  o f  the G e t tysburg YWCA , C h r i s t  
L u t heran Churc h ,  a n d  t h e  Sem i n a rv . a daycare cen ter wi l l  be 
e s tci b l i =>hed ;;.t Chri s t  ChLt r c h  i3.nd s t1ou l d  oecome oper-a t i on-::1 1  in  
l 2 te Oc tobe r ,  as  soon as  l icen s ing procedures are  comp l e ted . 
7 ·1 J. S  cer ,  ter w i  1 l p1-ov ioe c are for lhe c h i  1 dren of sem ina.ry  
s tuden ts . f2cu l t y ,  and  s ta f f  between 8 : 00am and  5 : 00pm , 
Munday t h rough Fr iday . a t  a ra te o f  $ 1 . 50 per hour . S i n c e  
t he YWCA i s  l ic e n sed f or "d rop- i n " c a 1-e on ly , the c hi l d ren 
may  s t2y at t he c e r 1 te r  fo r- no more t han four consecu t i ve 
hours , but m2y return f o r  care  a f ter a short brea� away f rom 
t he c en te r . ( ra.1 1=- e:'ceptions  m21. y  be pciss.:.. b l  e )  The cen ter 
wi l l  be s t a f f ed bw two adu l ts at a l l t .t fflPS and add i tion21 l ly 
b y  c c 1 J 1 ege -:1r,d h i g h  s c hoo l =; t_u c_lPn t -1cd un leers . �s in the 
cas t ,  a l l food and beverages mus�  bP n u t r i �iona l l y sound and 
provided by the paren ts . 

i=1 1 nd ing fo r· th.1 s  cen ter- s t i l 1 ,-emains 2 cun-en t n eed . 
The ' YWCA wi l l  be prov iding  some toys . b u t  more are n eeded as 
L,1e l l  2s c 1-i bs . f l oor  mats f o r- r ,appin g .  a r ia  h i g h  c ha1. 1-s . The 
C h ..t.. l dcare Cooperative comm i t tee wi l l  g l 21d ] y  accept  mone tarv 
g i f ts or don a t ions of the necessarv i tems . 

7 he Camm i t tee is  trL• 1 "  tnan I tu  l f o r  the SLl ppot-t  o f  t he 
S:!1nina1-v . '{WCA . C h r i s t  C hu.re h and for  t. ne he l p  o f  a 1 1  those 
i ri v o l  1Pd ..1.. r, tn .L s a<=-eo l v  impot-tan t e f t o,-t . 

P l  ease con te:1c l anv member- o f  the c ommi t tee w i t h  
aues i:. i on s  0 1  c.on,men ts . 

T ile Chi l dc a re Coooer-a. t i  ve Cammi t tee 
B .1 1 1  and Deb G ri f f i th 
Doug and Sharon knupp 
J e f f  and I 2ren Bohan 
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THE 1 9 90 ' S :  A TIME TO ACT 

Was J esus onl y i nt er es t ed i n  sav i ng i ndi v i duals  so 
that they cou ld go to  h eaven when they d i ed? J esus en
t er ed i nto  h i s t or y  wi th a decl a rat i on that H e  had come 
to  i ni t i a t e  t h e  K i ngdom ,  that same K i ngdom i n  the  pra yer 
H e  taught that might exi s t  o n  earth as i t  a l r ea d y  exi s ts 
i n  h eaven. J esus d es i r ed a new s oci a l  orc er , a s ys t em of 
huma n r elati onships that wou l d  r ef l ect lov e  a nd j ust i ce. 

The Soci a l  Act i on Comm i t t ee i s  i nt er es t ed i n  pro
mot i ng pos i t i v e  i nd i vidual a nd corporat e cha ng e  throughout 
our S emi nary  a nd the commu ni t y  of G et t ysburg. The Comm i t 
t ee sha l l  be  r espons i b l e for d i s cover i ng a nd s eek i ng ways 
for r elat i ng the  S emi na r y  commu ni t y  to orga ni z a t i ons a nd 
programs i n  G ett ysburg a nd surrou ndi ng a r ea s .  The Comm i t 
t ee sha l l  a l s o  b e  r espons i b l e  f or imp l ement i ng s oci a l  
act i on programs for the  student bod y. 

P l a ns f or the aca d em i c  year i ncl ud e an " Ev e ni ng with  
our I nt er na t i o na l  Student s , "  a nd a s er i es of programs ad
dres s i ng Hous el ess ness , Homophob i a ,  S t r ess/S u i ci d e  P r ev e n
t i on, Adams Cou nt y Bl ood Ba nk ,  Cul tur a l  D i v ers i t y , Black 
H i s t or y  Month , Wor ld Hu ng er ,  a nd the E nv i ronment. 

The Soci a l  Act i o n  Comm i t t ee wi l l  educa t e, advoca t e, 
a nd imp l ement d i r ect act i on. God ' s K i ngdom i s  r i ght h er e  
o n  earth.  H elp  make a b i g  d i f f er ence b y  onl y of f er i ng a 
sma l l  part of yoursel f . 

Br i a n  C Smith  
S oci a l  Act i on Comm i t t ee 

TABLETALK SEPT/OCT EDITION 

r 

For Nov ember, th e Social Actio n  Commi ttee w i ll b e  highlighti ng 
th e issues of h omos exuali ty a nd homophob i a .  B eca u s e  
approximately ten p ercent of th e U ni ted S ta tes popula ti o n  i s  
homos exual or b i s exual, the commi ttee f eels that s e ns i ti v i ty a nd 
u nd ersta ndi ng of lesb i a n a nd g a y  issuns a r e  ess ential i n  
mi nis teri ng to them a nd th eir parents, fn e nd s ,  a nd sig ni f i ca nt 
others who a r e  members of ever y cong r egati on.  Th e commi ttee 
hopes to h elp educate th e commu ni ty b y  putt- .ing edu ca ti onal blurbs 
i n  th e R edactor, d i s tributi ng literatu r e  from Luth era ns Concer ned 
( A  Chr i s tia n Mi nis tr y  f or L esb i a n  a nd Ga y U nd ersta nd i ng ) ,  a nd 
their program f or congr egati o na l  accepta nce e nti tled "R econci led 
i n  Chr i s t". The commi ttee pla ns to show "Mauri ce" , a mov i e  based 
o n  th e E . M .  Fors ter nov el a nd ma yb e  i nv i te a speaker from PFLAG 
( Parents a nd Fri ends of Lesbians a nd Ga ys )  come to th e semi nar y .  
I f  you h a v e  a ny comments or sugg es ti ons , plea s e  spea k  with Mar i e  
Krueg er or Marti n B eyer of the S ocia l  A ctio n  Commi ttee. 
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n e v e r t "'l e l c s s . 4\ n c.i t ', i ., '< i n g il ..,C'U t i t '1 0 t v e  r·,1 l c n P. ;J f r n r l '1 C f ,1 C t  
f' l l t me  i ri  rr. i nd o f  �oc . 

l ' m n o ,.,. mo r e i n r:. i '1 ,� t o t •, i n '-c o f C: o rl i1 s ' ·  <' t •., P r , s n i n n i n r: o 1 1  t 
t h e c l o b e s  o f  C r e '\ t i o n  i n  a c r\ t e rwn u l  o f  r, ;i i n f u l  j ov .  The  c '1 i l rl 
rr.a v  s e �:-:i p e r f e c t � f t e r  s '.1 e  o r  h �  i s  hc, r n , v e t  s o'Tlew l-i e r e c1 '1 e .<"1 � c f  
God , S / � !e  s a w  o.-=1 i n  l u r '{ i n q .  " nd wha t o f  t '1e  t ' ;i t i v i t v  - - rl i rl Go<' 
c r v ou.t a n v  l e s s  t 'i a n  ' 'a r v ,  '< n ow i n o  hc"v t 'i e  swo rci wou l <l p i e r c e  
t h e i r  h e a r t s ?  l n f ri n t  J e s •i s c r i ec ,  a s  h e  w0u l rl i n  t li e  �a n c, s  c f  
h i s s e c o n cl h. i r t Ii , w h e n Ii e h o r e t 11 p c r o s s f o r h i s f e I I ow 
c ·, i l c! re  n ' s s a <  e s • T 1, "' c r cs s , l i '{ c b i r t h , i s ;i .i o y f u l s ti f f '! r i n ,, , 
�u t i t  i s  a hru t c� i n  n o n e t h e l e s s .  

T h u s , '" i I 1 :T' ri ,, e a n a b s 1 1  r rl , .-:1 :, rl v e r v u n - � t • C' l a f , l e r1 c : 
w o m e n  s h o u l d  hnve b e e n  m i n i s t e r s  a l l  a l o n Q . \1/ h e n  we i'\ 5 1 ' a bo 1J t 
s u f f e r i n i;- w i l l i ., q l y t ;i '< e n u p f o r t 1-i e s " 1< c o f o t h e r s , w 1-i o 
i n n c c e '1 t l v o f f e r s  h e r s e l f t o  a c ;i l l i n ri c f  1:, e .:i r i n r ra i n  t 0  s e e  
l i f e rn;H' e n e •,>1 ? Y e s ,  i t  i !'.  a n a t 1 1 r ri l 1 1 r c e , vcu  c n n  s ;i y , t-1 1 t  Q i v e ,.,  
•.>1 '1 n t t h e  n e w  mc t '1 e r  h a s  l e a r n e r  i't bc u t cl " C' n v , s h e  c c u l r  r r P v e n t  
i t s r e c u r r e n c e . ( T 1-i e c l cl s ;i w : i f i t '-" P r P. u r t c- ,-; e n t c ,, i v e 
h i r t 'i ,  t � e hurr..-, n r a c e  <;: c e s r h '1 h t . )  '\ n r' w!1 e r e  r o  IT'e n ' s  n c1 t u r 11 l 
u r '1 e s  - e t  t � e. r: ? " s '< a c o 1 1 n l e  o f  �O ll"n n h r o t ', e r s  r i c t t• r erl i n  T l '  c 
t 'i c  W P P �  o f  c ; 1 � .  

o ·.-, •,.,r i l l  r n n t ( i t ' s  \ ;i t e ,  f r: r o i v e ;r.e ) :  hc•,1 c n n  1!'.:i n r .i t o r v  
c t.? 1  i b ;i c v  c o s s i h l v  s P rV "  t o  b r i n o wcm e ri a n "  ..-e n  c l c s � r  t o  rod ? 
T h o s e  '" Ii c a r e  h. I e s s e rl t c h e  p r1 r n t s "l n <' " r  i c s s h ;i v  e , s t a '.( "  i ri 
t h e f u t • . .1 r e • 1 t i s n c t r:, v ·:1 c r 1 � r1 n v 1 o n ,, e r ; i t '1 e I on  c- s t 0 T v 
rl ,"l lJ r h t P r .  " 0 i v e rrv l i f e t o  Goe i r  s e r v i .-, c  o t � e r s ?  •:·h o t r

1 0 e s  
t h 1 t me ;i n ? " Ye s ,  n,v c !-i i l d '1.i s s ', cwn To "  hc·.,1 t o  l nv e  s cn•c c n e  i n  
n P e <i , t 'i i s  11 e l n ! P S $  i f P. I a m  I n  :i l i t t ) P  1,1,1 y r 0 s ri o r. s i h l e  f c, r . 
!) ;, r d c, n  ,-v rin r s 'i n e s s ,  l- 1 1 t f o r  •>1 1-i c m  � c •' S  t '·1 c- c e J i !--:i t P  r i s ', ', i c;  r r  
� e r 1 i f P ? Fa t ', e r Cc  ,1 r i s '< e rl h i s v e r v 1 i f e , r i s :{ e" ·, i !' v e r v c o n  , 
f o r  1 1 s .  

'i r1 v e  � c l 1 1 e  h ew ;; 1 1 c '1 t ', ., t  t 1 '< e s ,  v e t  a r. n c 1.1 w i. l l i n c, t 0  
r i 5 '< :i.v l i f e f o r  ,r.•1 c '1 i l ,1 , ,, s 1 i ;1 v e < ' c n e  f e r  ,r.v ·,1 i f � ,  u n c.1 , 1- v 
rc rl ' s  c r r1 c i ou s  e x t • n s i n n ,  t c,  a s  �;i " v  o t h e r  c � i l rl r c n , s i s t e r s ;i n �  
h r o r h c r s  ,1 5 .i;:: ;i 1 l cwerl . c; t  i l 1 ,  I '  1 1  '1 ,, z ., r -'  ,1 0 1 1 P S S  ,•·v n.i r t n e r  
,,,. i 1 1 b e  il h l e r r1 t h e  i n o ;i s u f r c r i n ,.. s e r v ,1 :" t • I t i s i ri t ·, e n ;i t , 1 r " 
., n ,, c -:i s t e C'I f \v c rr P n . '.': n I v r. o" ' s r: r d  v C :, i l ,.. e x c e <' -:i s t ', e :n • c t i l I 1 
c n n w  ove r t 11 i s :  t 'H• r. a u c, h t e r  o f  ;:cd ?  l ' c•v r a •J i c :i l  • • • •  

l 
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QUESl 1 s  underway ' QUEST 1 s  a sub-c omm i t tee of t h e  

Stuoent A s 5 oc i at 1 on . c e s 1 gned t o  d e a l  w i t h i s sues of 

1 n c l us 1 v 1 t v and m 1 n or 1 t y  c o n c E �� s . We hooe t h at everyone 1 n  

t h e  sem 1 r, ar�, - ,= ::,mmun i t .; - -men . warner, . s t LldEnt s .  f a .:: u l t ,· , 

soou s e s - - -w 1 l l f ee l  + r ee t o  c art 1 = 1 p a t e  i n  OUE5T even t s  e s  

we address  =□n = erns oeQp l e see a s  1moor t a n t  t o  our sem 1 n arv 

c ommun 1 t v  and m 1 n i strv . For our � 1 r s t  meet i n g , we w i l l  h a ✓e 

an i n f orma 1 g e � - t oget ner over ref r e shmen t s  t o  d 1 sc u s 5  what  

we ' d  l 1 1  e � o  d o  as a =□mmun 1 t y f or the  rest of t h e  vear . 

Our ma i n  si =. ,=l. l 1 =- =•cier, -= ::immun 1 c .at 1 on . . .  p r Dv 1 d 1 n g  <=' f arurr. + .-y

e:: c h an g e  o f  1 deas and + ee 1 1 n g s . F' l e c:!.·se c ome J O  1 n us on 

Mon d a\· , Oc � ober 1 5 .  at 7 : 00 . For mo�E oet 2 1 l s c ::> n = ern 1 n g  

p l ac e , wat c h  t n e  Redactor and t h e  c o f f ee shop b u l l 1 t en 

boa1�d 

C!ue�t 1:..omm 1 -:  tee 

j core 
A t t h '=' f i r· = t c o r· '=' c ,:,mm i t t ,;, e me  '=' t i n 9 , e 1 '=' c t i c, n = "'' e r '=' 

h e 1 d f or r· e P r· e =- e n t ?. t i �i e = t o f �-c u 1 t y c omm i t t c-. � = Th  e r '=' = u 1 t = 
1.r· e ?. s f o 1 1 01,._, = : H e  ?.dem I c F·,:, 1 i ,-_ 1· ""- =-• - 1--1 e. __ t t L. · 

-
t
-

- • - :1 m , ='· n d L e n ,:; r :i. n t . 
� dm 1 : s i ,:, n = : =· c h ,:, 1 ?. r = h I t:· = • ,?. n d F: e c r u i t m e n t - H e 2. t h '=' r E: um = � ,; =' d 
�n d L h n ,  = L h �n t e l '=' � u .  L i cr �r Y  - Lau r � S t on e bac v . F i e l d  
Edu c .:1 t 1 on - ·-: t .=. �-' "" n H .=- r- r � r, d  Br- 1· - r -= � -- . - - - •-· - �- , _, ,. :0.mm • 

'=· '=' u '=' r· =' 1 = u a ,:i e = t i on s t-, a 1.1 "" t, .:- -=- n m =- d .=- t h =' t 1 1J 1 - - rr .. 
o e P u t , n t r, E c �. f f i=- .,. .- t- ,-,. I t

-
.. - . b � -

=' .. ,_ '=' ' ·=' c ' ' , n e 
- - =- 1 -• ,., , , , ,?. = e e n r e = e a r ,: t-, e d I n t- h .=-

p a. =· t , •='· n ,j vJ a. = f o u n d t c, t:, e t ,-, ,., v ,-, "" r, - 1 , i i: H 1-_,w =-_ 1,, .-_, r t .. · 
· -

· - - " .. - =- · - • - - • 11 1 ':S m ,:e  t t .=- r· 
i '3 t, ,;, 1 n g 1 ,:, c, It. ,;, d i n t o • 

· · -

Wf Ltol(G f I , ' 
l,l e l ,: c,m<? +: ,:, :1.n o t h o? r  ,·<? :i.r ,:,f T,4E:LE T.4L� 1 T !-, <?  ':' d i  t or· 1  :t. 1 

·= t -=' f f h c, c:• E ·= t h 2 t ,. · ,  '=' ,: ? n p r· i n t -=' , • =' r i e t . ,:, .._ d i f + '=' r e n t 
00 1 n i on ::  � n d  v i ewp o i n t s  o f  t h e  � t u de n t :  an d o t h t? r  o e oo l E  
-f r ,:,m LTSG . 1, le e n ,: c, 1J r ? g E v ,:,1J r i n p u t i an ,j t h  .... n �. v •:,u f or ,: 2 r 1 n •;i 
� n o 1J 9 t-, t o e >' c:, r '=' =· = ..,, ,:, •J r i o '=' ='· ;. ,:, n p a. p e r· . 

[' e ?. j 1 1 n '=' = f or = u t,m I t t i n 9 rr, ?. +: e r i ?. l v ,  i l 1 t, '=' t h e f I r = t c, f 
t h e m ,:, n t h , = o �- e "=' c:, t r, ='· t I n m i n ,j ·='· = .., · ,:, u 

vJ or k 1 o r � ? k e c ·='· r e c, f c r, 1 l d r ,;, n i ,:, r· 
:: � 'J ,j � ,j I 1 I 9 ':" r1 t J '.• , ,:, r 
, o� a '=' � t h e  p o i n t . 



I n  w r i t i n g mv sen i or approv a l  essays , I w a s  f ac e d  w i t h 
t h e  d 1 1 em ma of  e : :  p 1 a 1 n 1 n g i-i h 21 t an a·= soc 1 at � 1 n m i n i s t  r y i s . 
Ac t u a l l y ,  th i s  was not  too d i f f i c u l t of  a t a s k , s i n c e  I am 
of t en f ac e d  w i t h ex p l a i n i n g  myse l f to o t h ers . I am an MAP 
student  c oncen t r at i n g 1 n  Ch r i st i an Eauc at 1 on and as such , I 
of t en e n c ounter m i s un d e r s t an d i n g s  about wnv I am h ere at 
sem i n arv and what I p l an to do a f t er g raduat i on . I w i l l 
s p ar e  you a l l t h e  d e t a i l s  of my a p p rova l es savs . Rather I 
w i l 1 a t t emot  t o  d e f i n e my m i n i st ry b y  correc t i n g some common 
m i sperceo t i on s . 

F i rs t , I am not  a f a i l ed p as t or . Th i s  1 s  a common 
m i s o e r c ep t i on , as ev i denced b y  c ommen t s  such as " Oh , you ' re 
an MAR s t uden t . Why d i dn ' t  your synod endorse you ? "  Mv 
s vnod d i d  endorse me ; t h ev endorsed me f or c and 1 d acv as an 
a s s oc i a t e  i n  m i n i s t rv . I am pursu i n g p rof e s s i on a l  1 ay 
m i n i s t ry f or a var i et y  of reaso n s ! but none of them are 
bec ause I cou l d n ' t  mak e i t  as an ord a i n ed pastor . 

Second . b e l i eve i t  o r  not , I k n ow I am not s t up i d . 
Severa l  apparen t l y we l 1 -mean i ng peop l e  h a � e  t o l d me t h a t  I 
am a seem i ng l y  s ma r t  per son , who cou l d probab l y  do verv wel  
in t h e  MD 1 v  p rogram . Thank  vou f or your support i ve s t an c e , 
b u t  t h e  MAR program i s  n o t  mere l y a dump i n g  s t a t i on f or 
stuo 1 d  p e op l e .  P ro f e s sors grad e  u s  on t h e  same sc a l es as 
t h e  MD i v  c and i d a t e s , and  i n  f ac t , we t a�· e many of the same 
courses ; not i c e  t h a t  we do not h ave = □ ec 1 a l sec t i on s  
d e s i gn ed f or r emed i a l  work ' 

Th i rd , I am p l ann i n g  on· d o i n g  " re a l  m i n i st r,, " . Th i s  1 5  
a response t o  t h o s e  of vou who i n s i s t on a s� i n g  me why  I 
don ' t  bec ome a " r <? a l  m i n i st er " . I c on s i der mv j ournev t o  be 
Just as rea l  a s  anyon e ' s  and I b e l i ev e  I w i l l  f i l l a real  
need i n  some r e a l  c o n g regat i on . Lut h e r  speak s  of the 
m i n i ·s t r v  of a l l the  b ap t i = ed ! out of i•Jh i c h some .:>.r e  c a l  l ed 
t o  p rov i de f or t h e  m i n i s t r y  of Word and  Sacr amen t . I n  Ac t s  
we read of those who were set a s i d e  t o  p erf orm a m i n 1 s t rv of 
E erv 1 c e  1 n  oraer t h at t h e  apost l e s c ou l d c o n c en t r a t e  on 
t h e i r  m 1 n i st r v  t o  t h e  Word . Non e  of t h e s e  m i n 1 strv are 
b e t t er t h an other s ; r at h er they a l l worl E 1 d e  bv s i de 1 n  
order t o  proc 1 ="' 1 m t h e  g o s p e  1 . So 1 t s h ou 1 d b e  i n  t h e  c h urch 
today . I n  t h e i r  s t ud y  of m i n i st r y , t h e  ELCA 1 s  attemo t 1 n g  
t a  d e f i n e  i,ih a t  m 1 n i s t r·1 1 s .  I 1-Jou l d  urge them t o  l ook at 
t h e  c urrent s t i o u l at 1 on s  surroun d i n g m 1 n 1 s t r 1 e s 1 n  our 
hosp i t a l s ,  c o l l eges , p � s t or a l  c are f ac 1 l  i t i e s . h c s p 1 c es . 
etc . Not evervone 1 s  c a l  l ed t o  b e  a p ar i sh pastor . Does 
t h i s  1 n v a l  1 d a t e  t h e  wor t h  of o t h er m 1 n i st r 1 e s  to wh i c h some 
of u s  ma ; f ee l  c a l  l ed �  

I n  c onc l us i on , I suppose I a m  a s �  1 n g  t hat peop l e  be a 
b i t  more sens 1 t 1 ve t o  t h o s e  of u s  h ere w h o  are not stuay 1 ng 
f or t h e  ord a i ned m 1 n 1 st r y . I d o  n o t  a o p r e c 1 :it e  b e i n g  
c on s t :in t l v  ask e d  1 f  I h ave " s een t h e  l 1 3 n t "  and  h 2'·1e 
sw i t c h e d  to t h e  MD 1 v  p ro g r am . I do not  aoprec i at e  t h e  
a s sump t i on s  t h a t  everyo n e  h e r e  h a s  t al · en E t o  P .  I do not 
1 i k e  b e i n g  p a t ron i = ed and t o l d t h a t  '' i t ' s  n i c e  that vou wan t 
to run a Sun dav s c h oo l  program . "  Not ev ervone ac t s  t h i s  
way , and I thanl·· t h ose of you i,ih o  r e a l  i = e  t h e  i mport ance of 



what I heve c hosen t o  d o  and support me i n  i t . I ' ve b een 

t o l d t h at I m i oh t  as w e l l J u s t  accept t h e  f ac t  t h a t  t h i s  

i n st i t u t i on i s - p r i mar i l y  f or oreoar i ng peoo l e f or ord a i n ed 

m i n i s trv , and as such does not need to meet t h e  needs of 

o t h ers . I f  t h at i s  t r u e . t h en I b e l i eve our churc n t o  be i n  

e:: trc:::·me t roub 1 E· i ndeed . 
-Tam i Ruhf 

"') C"  -....J•-' m i  1 es o f  l l E i n  E a s t  Ten nes see . . .  

W i l d .  p urp l e f l owers 
i n  t h e  med i an s t r i o  of a h i ghwav . 

A �  I rush by -- vour b r i g h t n e s s  c a t c h e s  m eve , 
and the c omb i n a t i on of hues green and purp l e 

Leave an i mpr i n t  on my m i nd--
br i g h t  and  d ar i n g , 

Y ou -- f l amboyant , c o l orf u l  ones 
aware of your b e a ut y .  

Shug Avery , you were r i g h t  t o  say , 
" I t  p i sses God of f �Jh e n  you p a s s  by t h e  c o l  or purp l e  

and don ' t  not i c e  i t  . . .  " 
Purp l e  f l owers --
Lean i ng , yearn i n g  t oward t he i gh t . 

Y ou are a g i f t  f rom God 
f or t h e  wayward soul to f i nd . 

The mowers crush you o n c e  a mon t h , 
but vou f i n d  a wav t o  t r i umph 

as you assert  yourse l ves over t h e  va5 t ug l i n e s s  
t h a t  h umans have pres sed upon vou . 

Y ou are surv i vors 
commun i t y  of  purp l e  s a i n t s  

p u sh i n g , p r e s s i n g ! c e l ebrat i n g  b i rt h  and  reb i rt h . 
am i d st t h e  greens and t h e  gre, s of  t n e  med i an s t r i p . 

• t o t h e  g l i mmer of p urc l e  1 i g h t  1 n  us a l  1 ,  
f: .. r i s Be 1 1 • 



fhe " Dea1· Gabb y "  adv i c e  c o l umn 1 s  a ne1•, 1· e9 u l a1· fea tu,- '?  1 1·1 
l" tol.b l �  fa l k .  Gabby b 1- 1 ng s  w i th he, ·  many q1_le=d 1 ·f 1 c -. t 1 eins ; neo t the 
least  c., f 1,ih j c h  1 s  the fac t t h a t  she 1 s  co,np l P t 1 ng he i- 1 6 th b��� 1 c  
1 m i t  c, f CF'E . Le t t e r· s  t eo  Gab b y  may b P- l e f t  1 n  the  Tab l t:?  r ◄ u  
,n.:n l bc, :: .  G.::ibbv 1 s  nc, t o b l i g c1 ted t c., answer hei- l e t te 1· s . Gab by · s  
r:,p 1 17 1 c, i-i�-: .=1. i -e h e,- c,11�n and de, nc, t necessar· 1 1 y 1·ep , ·esr=n t the 
, , p 1 1 1 1  c, n s ,:of t h e  Tab l e Ta 1 k s t a  f f  c,i · eo f Get t vs b u  1- g Lu �he i- :::t 1 1  
S�m l t7c:\ i-,, . 

I J us t  f 1 n J ::;hed my f i r· s t  b � 1 c un i t  o r  CF'E . 
em 1 , 1a ,- ,1  ,1c,w but  I J I\St  c an · t; Si�em t; ,:, l e t  11n 1 
t·, 1 n l  Ct-·E . •'< lid mv c c,nve1· s c1  t ions �,i i t h  mv T· 1· 1 ends 

a h•idys 5•.:em r,c, t u r n  i n t o  I PR sess i o ns . He l p  1 

I · ,n bd.r.: 1  -.:1 1-: 

I t .;. U· c1: �  [ 
and p 1· o fe<::'2Ct1·  ., 

I • m he :1 1· i ng 
l e., ,· r;, ,· u , 1 1 ·esei l ved 
cc,ns 1 lf:1 ·  h o w  th 1 s 

a l e, \;  c, f c o n fus 1 c0 n and ange,· the i- e . I 5ense ::.1 
'lOU t,:, 

WC•U l d  b �  
1 �3sues w i t h i n  yc,u . I wc,u l d  i nv i t e 

1 1  ma�es you fee l . Mv word fc, i- you 
t;,·, g r-:. 1· 1 ,1 i; ,:, 1 l ch  w 1 i; h  yr:,l.l , ·  fee l i ng s  dnd ,:,.:1 17s 1 d <? 1 ·  hoH t h i s  , ·c, 1 1 t· 1 1 ,.: i; 
1 - af f�0. l 1 ,1g �· c-1 • .ll' m 1 n 1 s t 1· y .  Wh�n yc,u f 1 gu ,· e  ou t 1-'lh I- i t  w i l l  
t ,1 l · e b;, l es 5en t:he  ,:c, nfus 1 c, ,, and anger· � g e l; b.:\ck  to  me . 

T h an�, s  tc,1· Sha1- 1 ng .  
-Gabby 

, 



Dea,- Gabb y :  

I ' m a 1 1  r s  t, yea1- s t udent h e1· e a t  the  sem i na,- y  and I · m 
cc, nfused b y  the v 1 e11J o f  the  B i b l e  e : :p ,- essed he,- e .  I h .;1. ve ct h .;u- d 
t i me b e l 1 e·v 1 11g seve,- a l  p eop l e , 1 1 1,·e t h i s  Jedp - ed i t ed the 11.ic, 1-d c , f  
G o d  togeth2r . D 1 d n " t  the  peop l e  who wr o t e  the  B i b l e  wr J t e d o wn 
e:<ac t l y  i"h a t  God t, c, J. d them tc) ?  

-Sec'\rch i ng t o r  the l ru t h  

I a f -f 1 1- rr, vc,u 1 n  e : :p r- es s 1 r.g vc ,ur· ti- u�• -f et.:. J 1 1 ,g c::  1 l i- yc.,u th 1 1 d  
i t  1 s  - 0 1  cc,u1- s e  the  B 1 b l e  i s  t h e  ] j t e,- �-:-.. 1  vm ,- d  c,f God ' 1 t h i nk 
B i b l i c a l c r 1 t 1 c 1 sm i s  J U S t  p l a i n  s i l l y .  d 0 n " t  vou � J t  s0unds as 
i f  you · r e t h r ea t ened by your p r o fessn r s .  Why d o n ' t  vou c l a 1 n1 
your: au t ho, - 1 t y  and speal,. t c, them?  Good 1 uc I· ( )' O U  need 1 t )  • 

Scho l as t i c a l l y  Your s .  
-Gabbv 

Dear Gab b y : 

I ' ve J US t  r e t u, - ned f ,-om 1 n t e,- nsh 1 p  and J • m beg 1 nn j r ,g i c., 

r ea l i � e t h a t  I d o n ' t  l i k e i t  h e r e  
shou l d  I d o ?  

-Unh ctppy 

Dea,- Unhap p y : 

�uck up � o r  g e t  out . 

Sens i t i ve l y  Yours , 
-Gabby 

Kids  0 0 0 



P L E� S E  DON ' T  F O F GET T O  R E CY CL E ' ! '  THEF E APE TH�EE 

BAF.'. P E L  •; E:EH I I' JD THE PtJIJEP HtJIJ·:.E �OP CAF.'[180AF.• [, , Glt=;'3'=• , Al',lC• 

i4L 1JM I t·J IJM . T H E  ADHM:; c our-lTY F:E ·;cuE M I ·:,; I Ol-l F' I o�s IJF' Mf--ffEF· I �L 

F �·C11·1 T H E :i E  E:HF· F E L ·= E '  'ERY TIJE =,C•A , .  

I F  f O U  F F E F E R , Y OU MA 1 Ti4KE MAT E P l �LS D I P E CT L f  TO THE 

M r  ; =· I on .  t.JHATE' )EP ( ou c,o .  F'LE�.; E R E C  t C L E  1 , 

A L '=,0 , T H E  f4DAM!=o COUNTY RE SCUE M I  '3S I ON I ::, I N  t-JEED OF 

MONE 'f TO R E F'A I P  T H E  I P  8Pm(EN 80 I LE R . P E R HAP·=· l.,JE C OLIL C• HELP 

T H EM l,,J I T H  A •=,F' E C  I � L  OFFEF." I NG . T HEY PPO'•,' I C1 E A ')EPY IJSEF 1JL 

S E F�l..) l C E  TO ADAM�, COUNT'{ A!-.JD D E S E R1,.J E OUR HELP . 

I TENS ACCEPTED AT NISSIOI 

GLASS - sorted . by co lor , · remove l i d s  I r i n s e , · l a be l s  may rema i n  on  bott l e s  .i, • · 
B 1 -NETAL CANS - r i n se · & f l atten c an s , . ' · 1 eave ' 1 ab e 1 s : on '.'� 1 

• ' · 
· · • ·• • 

• 

LEAD-ACID BATTER IES - . no  cracked ,batter i e s  -� . 
$ 1  • O O ch  a r g e ; -<- -� • • • • • ' • •• 

IEWSPAPERS - .take , to.i M i � s i o n , -; n_..o, i�a_9��J!!,e,s • • 
CARDBOARD - F l atten , · no  waxed • -: -i ;, ! ; ·• :;1 �,,� 

or p 1 as  t i c co a 't e d · cardboard · · · 
A l  CARS I OTHER A l . SCRAP � remove .webb.i n g  , 

from o l d  A l  ' f ur n i ture , :, ;i , , ·: · :, : : 

· 1  

, · , 
• 1 

PLAST IC  BOTTLES - c l e ar p l as t i c  soda bott l e s , 
ga l l on  • i l k . I  �ater j u g s , soap-detergent 
bott l e s , r i nse and remove  l i ds · 1 , 

OFFICE WASTE - i nc l udes  enve l opes , l etter s ,  
f i l es , f l yers , computer  paper , photo cop ies  
DOES IOT , I ICLUDE newspaper , ■agaz i ne s , 
· carbon paper , s tyrofoam cups  or food wrappe 1  

CLOTHES - l a d i e s  hand bags , s hoes and  other 
re s a l a b l e  i tems 

are 



�lter r>lf };Ulrt, thn.L puScr7ul 0}ocl ; for you 
fi0 ya,t. but Xtvxx._ ,  breo.th�, 6hine-, 0-l?d 6t� 6=> 77uzd; 
CJho.t X tr/"f r,6� Cllld �c{ , o 'u-tlzrow 1t, a,1d bU2ct 
l/our foru... 'to br-c..o..1<. 1 blow , bw-11 °"d 1"70..� tr7(.. (1. (..w. 

L ,  l,.K� o..... Udurp<d &,w,z J -6, Ofl C�u- dvt.. , 
�bt:YV,.t"- to oa Jrltf:_ yotJ.. , bt.ti; oh J to 710 urd ; 

fZui.:,c,i , your vic1-n:ry ill ,.,L J "1l .!lhdVJ.cJ cl�d , 
1)1.lt l:S eo.p6t't.X- Cll\d pro-vt.6 wt.o..K. or unb-"�-

�e..t d�ly L lov(_ � � i&:,utd hc.. lov� t� J 
� ul X. aft{ bdr-o t"h u:l U/lto your �..ru.fYl y:  
D i.vor-ct. /l'l(.. 1 U.fl 6t'e or brulK tha.t JG,zoc �a...:ri., 

do.KL 1'7t rl:, 1/= .  ll"lpri 6o'l, ,.,, ,.  , (c:- J 
.k.1..ct.pt, you. uzchru.11 1t1t!. , r1�vu- sho...ll b<. Jr-c.(_ ., 
Nor l.\/<.r c..ho...stc.. 1 �ept, yau.. Ya.vi� f>/(. . 

rv �r ):Jot'l17e., 
J 5'°13 - /{, 51 




