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TAELE TALFE is a public forum for news, viewpoints, and
opinions of students and other folks from LTSG. ™!eace feel
free to eupress vour thouahts and i1deas. Foetry and artwor¥
will be considered. along with letters, book and movie
reviews, and manuscripts dealina with assorted topics.

A1l articles must be submitted with author’s name: however,
upon request and in consultation with the editorial staf¢f,
nam2 may be witheld in certain circumstances.

Flease submit all material tvped, and sinale-zpaced.

FYease prootfread all material submitted.

TABLE TALE 15 published monthlv bv students at the
Lutheran Theological Semirmary at Gettvsbura. The views and
opinions expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views
and opinions of the editorial sta+t+f, the student
association, or the seminary.

STAFF : Heather Bumstead Jack Horner
Chris Chantel au EBob kKniaght
E1l11 Grif+ith t'ris Bell, editor

TABLE TALt., 61 West Confederate Ave., Gettvebura, FA 173525.




A STRANGER AND YOU WELCOME ME

A Stranger and You Welcomed Me" happened to be the theme of the 1990 Southwestern
Minnesota Synod assembly, which was my last official synod event prior to coming to Gettysburg.
Marlene and | experienced the implications of that theme in a powerful way as we began our life
among you. We discovered this to be a truly hospitable place and thank each of you for the
warmth and graciousness with which you welcomed us. In part, because of your gracious
hospitality we still haven't really learned to "know the heart of a stranger,” which is such an
important Old Testament theme.

The awareness of their origins as outcasts and strangers was burned indelibly on Israel's
consciousness. Again and again the Old Testament reminds God's people to welcome the
sojourner and the stranger because they "*know the heart of a stranger," since they were
strangers in the land of Egypt. Jesus is so frequently criticized because he is found in the
"strangest places,” reaching out to those whom others consider “strangers®.

Hospitality really is one very concrete and significant ‘expression of the biblical concept of
*shalom.” This is something which congregations often find very difficult to express. Inhospitality
is usually not at all intentional. Congregations that perceive themselves as very warm and
welcoming are often shocked to find that others experience them as quite unfriendly and
inhospitable. The pain of feeling unwelcome is all the more acute when it is experienced from a
community that seems to be so warm and friendly to those who already belong. If we are truly
serious about evangelism, we have no choice but to be serious about the biblical call to hospitality
in every expression of the Church's life and ministry.

I truly sense the commitment here to model that hospitality. | also sense the awareness that
hospitality goes much deeper than merely etiquette. It has to do with our attitudes toward people
who appear different from us. It involves an openness to their ideas and their way of doing things
and thinking about things. It involves a desire for open dialogue and a willingness to be enriched
by someone different from us, which is much more than simply allowing that person to be part of
our community. It invites them to help shape and determine the character of our community. It
requires clarity about who we are and what we believe so that we can be secure enough to risk
dialogue with someone different without fear of losing what is important to us. Finally, it
challenges us to become vulnerable to each other and to take risks so that both we and our
community can grow.

Although we have work to do before we become a truly diverse community, | am impressed with
the diversity that does exist here, e.g., through the presence of international students, people
with very diverse life experiences, some people with diverse ethnic and racial background. etc.
We need to draw upon the richness of that diversity at the same time that we continue our efforts
to become more inclusive.

As many of you have expressed desire for more dialogue and broader communication, | sense
your commitment to this leve! of hospitality. | look forward to working with you in finding ways to
give more concrete expression to this desire. May this campus continue to be a place of which
those who enter truly can say “l was a stranger and you welcomed me!*

Darold H. Beekmann
President
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WS FROM CHILDCARE. COOP

But Jesus said. "Let the children come to
me., and do not hinder them: for to such
beionas the kingdom of heaven."

For many vears, the Childcat-e Cooperative committee has
stTtrilved to pbroviae daycare Tor chilaren of the Seminary
community 1n & variliety of ways. Currently the Commitiee,
with the enthusiastic cooperation of Fresident Beekmann and
the Seminary staff., is working on the development of a
permanent childcare center. The 1mportance of permanency 1is
paramount. In the past, students alone have had to organize
a2 new committee each year to arrange childcare. CLContinuity
cf care has not been possible because of the continual
rotation of seminary students residing on campus, but now,
with the support of the Seminarv, this can be achieved.

The i1deal center would be one that 1s located on campus.
oceratiorial year round for both daytime and evening
childcare, and partially subsidized by the Seminary. At this
time, though, 1t 1s not possible to provide childcare on
mpLs because the previous site of childcare, Heiges Hall,

well as the other campus faclilities, do not have the
appropriate State Occupancy Code necessaty to become a
licensed center. Future plans do include providing a
childcare c2nter on campus but the first step toward this
goal has been taken. '

With the combined effort of the Gettwvsburg YWCA, Christ
heran Church, and the Seminary, a daycare center will be
tablizhed at Christ Church and should become operationali 1in

fOctober, as soon 23 licensing procedures are completed.
s center will provide care for the chilaren of seminary
uclents, faculty, and staftf between B:00am and S5:00pm,
day through Friday., at a rate of £1.50 per hour. Since
YWCA 1= iicensed for "drop-in" care only, the children
tav at the center for no more than four consecutive

but may return for care after a short break away from
nter, (rare exceptions may be possible) The center
e staffed bv two adults at all times and additionally
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bv college arnd high school student volunteers., Rs 1n the
past, 211 food and beverages must be nutritionally sound and
pr-ovided by the parents.

runding for this center still remains & current need.
The® YWZCA will be providing some toys, bur more are needed
well as cribs, floor mats for napping, «na high chailirs.
Childcare Coouperative committee will gladly accept monetarv
ni1fts or domations of the necessary 1tems.

The Committee 1s truly triankful for the support of the
Saminarv, YWCA, Christ Church and for thne heip of all those
involved in tnilis deepliy i1mportant effort.

Flease contact anv member of the committee with
auastions o comments.
itwe Childcere Cooperative Committee

By1]l and Deb Griffith
Doug ana Sharon knupp
Jeff and Faren Bohan




News  FROM Socml Ac:r‘io =9

THE 1990'S: A TIME TO ACT

Was Jesus only interested in saving individuals so
that they could go to heaven when they died? Jesus en-
tered into history with a declaration that He had come
to initiate the Kingdom, that same Kingdom in the prayer
He taught that might exist on earth as it already exists
in heaven. Jesus desired a new social order, a system of
human relationships that would reflect love and justice.

The Social Action Committee is interested in pro-
moting positive individual and corporate change throughout
our Seminary and the community of Gettysburg. The Commit-
tee shall be responsible for discovering and seeking ways
for relating the Seminary community to organizations and
; programs in Gettysburg and surrounding areas. The Commit-
tee shall also be responsible for implementing social
J action programs for the student body.

Plans for the academic year include an "Evening with
our International Students," and a series of programs ad-
dressing Houselessness, Homophobia, Stress/Suicide Preven-

il tion, Adams County Blood Bank, Cultural Diversity, Black
| History Month, World Hunger, and the Environment.

i The Social Action Committee will educate, advocate,
il and implement direct action. God's Kingdom is right here
on earth. Help make a big difference by only offering a
small part of yourself.

Brian C Smith
Social Action Committee

e s s S A
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TABLETALK SEPT/OCT EDITION

For November, the Social Action Committee will be highlighting
the issues of homosexuality and homophobia. Because
approximately ten percent of the United States population is
homosexual or bisexual, the committee feels that sensitivity and
understanding of lesbian and gay issues are essential in
ministering to them and their parents, friends, and significant
others who are members of every congregation. The committee
hopes to help educate the community by putting educational blurbs
in the Redactor, distributing literature from Lutherans Concerned
(A christian Ministry for Lesbian and Gay Understanding), and
their program for congregational acceptance entitled '"Reconciled
in Christ". The committee plans to show "Maurice", a movie based
on the E.M. Forster novel and maybe invite a speaker from PFLAG
(Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) come to the seminary.
If you have any comments or suggestions, please speak with Marie
Krueger or Martin Beyer of the Social Action Committee.
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Thev sav oivinoe hirth to a chil? is miraculous, but as
Aan 3Ictive ohserver in this rnrccess, and 3fter listeninc to the
Active particirant, | have to sav that Hirth is aheut sufferine
tco. Yind vou, it is a fcvful sufferine, "ot it is abcout puin
nevertieless. And thinking ahcut it not verv lcng aftear the fact
rt me in mind of Tod.

1'm now more in mind to thin% of Cod as ‘ether, sninning out
the clobtes of Creatien in a caterwaul of painful jev. The child
mav se~m perlect after she or he is horn, vet somewhere ahead cf

God, S/Ye saw vain lurkina. And what of the Mativitv -- did Gofd
crv out any less than ‘*arv, %nowino hcow the sword would pierce
their hearts? Infant Jesus cried, as he would in the nancos of

M"is second bhirth, when he hore the cross for his fellow
children's sakes. The cress, li%e birth, is a joyful sufferine,
hut it is aheut ©ain nonetheless,

Thus, 1 will ma%Ye an ahsurd, and very un-St. CTlaf, lear:
women shculd have been ministers all along. When we as'' abont
sufferinge willinaly taken up for the sake of others, who
innccentlv cffers herself to a calline ¢f bearinec nain tc see
life macde new? Yes, it is a4 natural wurce, vcu can say, hkut oiven

. wiat the new mcter has learnecd abcut ascnv, she cculs rrevent
its recurrence. (The cld saw: if it wer=2 ur tc mTen tc oive
hirth, the human race cces nhhht.) And where do men's natural

urdles ~et the.nn? As« a counle of foman hrethers ricturerd in TITF
the week of C/1A5.

“ow 1 will rant (it's late, fercive me): hew can mrancdatorv
celibacv rossiblv serve tc brinc wecmen and men clcser to Tod?
Those whec are hlessed tc he narents and rriests have a stake in

the future. It is net mv werl?2 any lonver; it helones to mv
danchter. "Sive mv life te Tod ir servinc others? What does
that mean?'" Yes, nmv child "Yas shown me ncw to love somecne in

need, this MNhelnless life I am in a little whv resronsikle for.
Darden v nharshrness, »*ut for whem Aces the celibate ris» “Wis er
ter life? Father Ccd risked his verv life, riske4 nis verv €on,
fer us.

I Yave a clue hew ruch that takes, vet | am neow willine tc
ris<« av life for mv child, as 1 rave dcne feor v wife, and, ‘v
Zcd's cracious extension, te as manv other children, sisters and
hrothners as | an allcwes, Stilt, 1°'11 “azar~” a muess v nartner
“ill be abhler At heino a sufferinc servant. It is in the nature
Aan¢ caste of wemen. Tnlv “od's cnlv Thild exceeds ther. CStill 1
cnaw over this: the Nauchter of Tcd? VlVlew radical....
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In writing my senior approval ecssays, I was faced with
the dilemma of explaining what anm associats 1n minmi1strv 1s.
Actuallyv, this was not too difficult of & taszk, sincz [ am
often faced with explaining myself to others. I am anm MAR
ztudent comncentratina 1n Christianm Education and as such, I
D+ten encountzr misunder=tandin3s about whv I am here at
seminary and what [ plan to do at+ter graduation. I will
spar2 vou &)1 the detai1ls o+t my approval essavs. FRather I
will attempt to de+t+ine my ministry by correcting some common
misperceptions.

Firzt, I am not a fai1led pastor. Thi=z 13 a common
misperception, as evidenced by comments such as "Oh, yvou're
an MAR student. Whv didn’t yvour svnod endorse you?" Mv
synod did endorse me: thev endorsed me +or candidacy as an
acs=ociate 1n ministry. I am pursuing protessional 1ay
ministry tor a varietwv ot reasons, but none ot them are
because I couldn‘t make 1t as an ordained pastor.

Second. believe 1t or not, I know I am not stupid.
Several apparently well-meaning people hawve told me that I
am a seemingly smart person, who could probably do wveryv well
in the MDiv proaram. Thank vou for your =upportive stance,
but the MAR program 13 not merely a dumping station +or
stupid people. Frofecszors grade us on the =ame cscales as
the MDi1v cangidates, and 1n fact, we take manv of the same
courses; noticzs that we do not have =peci1zal sections
desi13aned for r2medial work'!

Third, I am planningd on doing '"real ministry'"'. Thiz 1=
a respons=2 to those of vou who insist on askingd me whv I
don’t become & "real minister". I consider mv Journeyv to be
Just as real as anyone’s and I believe I will f111 a real
need 1n some real congreagation. Luther =peak= ot the
ministrv ot all the baptized. out ot which some are calledq

t2 provide for the miniztry of Word and Sacrament. EnpAcE=
w2 read of those who were set aside to pertorm a ministry of
z=ervice 1n ora=2r that the apostles could conceEntrate on

their ministryv to the Word. HMNMone of thease ministrw are
bettar than others: rather they all wark =i1de bv side 1n
order to prociaim the gozpel. 50 1t should be 1n the church
today . In their =tudwv ot miniztry, the ELCA 135 attempting

to detine what ministrv 1s. I would urae them to 1cobk at
the current stipul ations surroundina miniztriecs 1n our
hospitals, colleqaes, pacstoral care taci1li1ti12s3. ho=pices.
etc. flot everwvone 13 called to be a parizh pastor. Does
this 1nvalidate the worth ot other ministri== to which scme
of us mayv feel called?

In conclusion., I =zuppose | am asting that peopl= be a
bi1t more sensitive to those ot us here who are not studving
t+or the ordained minlcstrwv. I do not appreciate being
constantly asked 1+ I have "zeern the 1139nt" zand have

switched to the MEiv proaram. I do not appreci1ate the
assumptions that evervone here has tzken E to F. I do not
like being patronized and told that "i1t’= nmice that vou want
to run a Sundav =chool program." Mct evervone azts thisz

way, and I thark those of vou who realize the 1mportance of




what I heve chosen to do and support me 1n IRt I’ve been
told that I might as well Just accept the fact that th;s
institution iz primariiy for preparina people for ordalqed
ministrv., and as =s=uch does not need to meet the needs ot
othare. If that iz true, then I E=li12ve our Church to be 1n
evtreme troutrl & 1ndeed.
-Tami Ruhf
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25 miles of 115 1n Eacst Tennessee...

Wild, purple f1owers
1rn the median strip of a hiaghwav,
A=z I rush by —-- vour briahtneszs catchesz mv eve,
and the combimation of hues areen and purgple
Leave an imprint on mv mind--
briaht and darina,
You -- flamboyant, colortul ones
aware of your beauty.
Shua Avery, vou were right to say,
It piceses bod off when vou pacss by the color purple
and don’t notice it..."
Furgle f)owers —-
Leanina, yearnina toward the 1iaht.
You are & ai1ft from God
for the wayward soul to ti1nd.
The mowers crush you once a month,
but vou find a wav to triumph
& you assert vourselves over the wvaszt w3l inecss
that humans have presz=sed ugon vou.
You ars survivors
commurniity of purple saintes
pushirna, prezzina. cel=2bratina birth and repirtt,
amidst the areens and the arewvz of trhe median strip.

to the alimm=2r of purple liaht 1n us all)
krics Bell .



The "Dear Gabby" advice column 1s a new reaula- feature 1n
Table Talk. Gabby brings with her many gualivications: not the
least aof which 1s the fact that she 1s completing her 156th bas:ic

unit  of CFE. tetters to Gabby may be l1left 11 the Table Tall
mAllbc. Gabbvy 1s not cobligated ko answer her letters. Gabby's
cplnicovie are her cvin and da not  necessarily represent the
oplimicns of  the Table Talk staff o of Gebttvsbuw-g Lutheran
Seminary.

De=ar Gabby:
I just finished my first basic unit of CFE. I"m back ak
ieminary now  but I just can't seem to let ao! I talk CFE. I

Fanlk CFE. and my conversations with wmy triends and professors
alwavs se2em to turn into IFR sessicons. Help!

-Addicted to CFE
Deay mAddicted:

I"m hearing a lot of confusien and angeyr  there. I sense a
loy of wwnwesolved 1s5ues within  vyou. [ would 1nvite vou  to
consider how this all makes wvou feel. My word for  vou would be
i get 1n fouch with yoes feelings and consider how this conflick

atfRcting you ministiry, When yoiyr Tilqgure oukb what 1t will

talke tu lessen the confusicon and anger. get back to me.

Thanks fca- Sharing,
—Gabby

QO



Lear Gabby:

I "m a fi 1S4

cenfused by the view of the Bitle eupressed here.

time bE‘l]E\’llTC_] ceveral F_)G}ClplE"a
God togethser. ['1dn "t the people who

vear student herve

like this

eactly what God {old them ta?

-Searching for the Truth

Deayv Searching:

I aifirm wvou
1t 18 — oT course
Biblical craticism

1f vou’re thireatened by vouw praoafessors.

vour. authom-1ty and

Scholasticall
~-Gabbyv

Dear Gabby:

I've sSust retuwned from

1IN eXpYesEsing vouw
the Bible is the
1s just plain sillv.

aspeal to them? Good

v Yours.

realize that I don™t like 1t here

should I do?

—Unhappy

Deavy Unhappy:

Buck up.

ur get out.

Sensitively Yours,
-Gabby

at the =seminary and I™'m
I have a hard
Jedp.:. edited the won-d of

wrrote the Eible wiite dovn

trrue feeslinge! I yoeu thavl

Jiteral wviord of God! I think

don’ "t  vou? It sounds as
bihy don’t von claim
luck (you need 1%8).

imternshap and I'm begimming ta

at the Seminary anymoare.

What



D "?'Fr'?"""“""l‘t‘“fwl

AADAhﬂBRESCIHBNnSSuMX
zsts -York Road E.. " P.O. Box 317‘
Genysbm;. PA lm.i, s 334—1501 :

FLE=ZE COM‘T FIORGET TO PECYCLE'!' THEFE ARE THREE
EARFELS EEHIMD THE POWER HIJUSE FOR CARDBOARD, GLAZES. AMD

SOOI, THE AD&FES COUNMTY RESCUE MISSTON PICKS UF MySTERI=L

FrROM THEZE EBSRFELS EYWERY TUIESCOATY .

[F ¥y FREFZRE, vOU M&aY TaEE HMSTERIALS TDIFECTLY TO THE
MIZSIoMH, WHSTEVER w2t 02, FLESZSE RECYCLE! !

ALz, THE AC&MMsS COUMTY FEESCUE MISSIOM I3 1M MEED OF
MOMHEY TO FEPRIR THEIF EBFROKEM EQILEFR. FERHAPS LIE COULD HELF
THEM WITH & SFECIAL OFFERIMG, THEY PROVICE A “WERY USEFUL
SERVICE TO wO&Ms COUMTY b0 DESERYVE DUR HELF.

‘ & 4"*:_-_'?' . gt A ‘ -‘ 7 RN 1."7‘ J 3 -‘ o
| N G e . g ot B ke o
e B Sy W S Fm By Yl DA S I e S, B
g Tl ¥ i Ty A R ety & s ek 3~S L4
e '_4 ’ { L d [ ] - i
-5 e s AR P E b Ly W R A F B T, A S, e
b S &SP S - =0 MR i Y Sy B R Tk

ITENS ACCEPTEﬂ hT HISSIOI

|

GLASS - sorted by color, remove lids & rinse, i
labels may remain on bottles L

Bl METAL CARS - rinse & flatten cans, 3
" leave labels on'’ ’ 2 e
LEAD-ACID BATTERIES - .no cracked batteries %
$1.00 charge "~ i
NEWSPAPERS - .take, to, Hission,,no -magazines e
CARDBOARD - Flatten,‘no waxed - e e ! |

or plastic coated’ cardboard

A1 CANS & OTHER A1l SCRAP - remove webbing
from old Al furniture -

PLASTIC BOTTLES - clear plastic soda bottles,
gallon milk & water Jugs,soap- detergent

ottles, rinse and remove lids -.

OFFICE WASTE - includes envelopes, letters,
files,flyers,computer paper,photo copies
DOES IOT IICLUDE newspaper,lagazines,
‘carbon paper,styrofoam cups or food wrappe:

CLOTHES - ladies ﬁand bags, shoes and other

resalable items

E B i

EEEEEE———— N e sl
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gy e g e

(%dffcr 7y /7€0f’é , three personed Ged 5 };r- you
ﬂcs l/at but Knod(, breathe, shine, ond seex & 7"7md 5
Uhac Iﬂm?l rise and &tond , O'erthrow e and bend
:I{:our Jorce. o break , blow , burf and raKe me Ner
, iKe o usurpd down , @ anothe— due

Aabour o odmet Yo, but oh, ¢o 7o end;

R.umof(, Your Viceroy in me , me showld defend

bu.t (8 Coptive and proves weaK oc untrve.

_ et dwly T love e 6nd wWould be loved Zouz_ 3
ut L ary betrothed unto Your enemy:

Divorce me , untie or break that Kot agacn,
Joke e G, UMprisen. me., o J

xcept You enhrmdl me, 7eve Shall be Sree J
Nor e chasec. | eacept You Jaush, me.

04 &»}77 (Domze,

1573~ 163/





