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name may be witheld in certxsin circumstances.
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Flease prootread all material submitteqg.

TABLE TALE s published monthly by students at the
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Settyeburg. The views and
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THE CONTINUING QUEST

Although Gettysburg Seminary seems to enjoy a reputation as a place with a
strong sense of community, issues emerging in recent weeks make it clear that
we also have work to do in that area. The pain, struggles, and brokenness that
have surfaced has led to some frank conversations which | consider healthy. |
trust this has also driven us in new ways to that grace which alone can
empower us to be open, vulnerable and sensitive to one another as we work
through these issues. As | write this, | am looking forward to the open forum on
November S and the forum on financial aid on November 6 for further
opportunity for "hearing and being heard".

| am heartened by the commitment from students, facuity and staff to be part of
the solution. In spite of frustration, student leaders have been willing to work
through the structures available in pressing issues that needed to be addressed
and have invested significant amounts of their personal time and energy to find
solutions. Student Association President Tami Ruhf and Chaplain Mark
Oldenburg deserve special thanks for their extra efforts. The Child Care Co-op
Committee has spent countless hours coming up with a creative plan for more
permanent and continuous child care services. When it became known that a
rather large number of our students and families were experiencing extreme
financial stress with lack of food and other basic necessities, | was gratified by
the outpouring of concern, advocacy, and financial support from the entire
seminary community.

As a result of those mutual efforts, some things have happened. Additional
emergency funds have been generated for distribution through the Chaplain's
Discretionary Fund. Significant financial aid has been distributed. A food bank
has been established on campus. A sizeable gift of money has been
designated to establish a permanent food bank on campus which will access
government food supplies. The entire procedure and schedule for granting
financial aid is being reviewed and a revised plan should be in place by early
next year. Smoke alarms have been installed in the apartment buildings. The
Board of Directors has approved the installation of more effective security
measures in apartment buildings and the matter of campus lighting is being
addressed. This is a beginning. It was possible because of people who are
willing to risk raising sensitive issues and groups within our community who
have been willing to work together in seeking solutions.

Hopefully, we can build on these mutual efforts to deepen our trust and
encourage openness in addressing the issues that are still before us. Itis
apparent that sexism, both subtle and not so subtle, is still alive and well among
us. There must be no question that this is simply not acceptable within a
community that is shaped by the gospel. Subtle judgments about the relative
value of ordained ministry and the ministry of associates in ministry, as pointed
out by Tami in the last issue, are not helpful or appropriate. We must develop
more effective and intentional lines of communication within our community and
commit ourselves to being more open and sensitive to each other. As we
continue this quest, | am confident because of what | have already experienced
from you and because of our mutual confidence that God's grace indeed can
empower us to take the steps necessary for a fuller experience of Christian
community.

Darold H. Beekmann
President
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Last month, [ dizcuszed zome of the izzuez that zeemed to be
emeraing 2round the zeminary., It h3as bzen gquite refreszhing
to =22 how quickly theze izzuezs hawe been sddrezzzd. The
Puest mesting of Dctaober was 2 zhot in the arm $0r many o+
usi studentz and faculty =like gQot e°xcited about thinas that
could make this community 3 better place."Quyezt +or
Communitv", which iz the name o+ the oroup this vysar, has
very Qopd ideas for Opening around the zeminary,

and a
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seminary. I think

have a.very

1ot of eneray +or the

actively

Journesy., Amen! This is 2D0od news
that it iz 132 important to nots
inunolusd =ztudent asszociation
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prezident who i3s3 not a3+raid to tread down paths formerly
unknown toD many students, and because ot her esneray and
commi tment, many more hawve besn empowersd to speak out.
But beszt o+ all, thiz seminary has been blest with the

prezence of Fres
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op=n2d up the channsl

ident BeskKmann.

Becausze without him, none of
ible thiz yesr. Frezident Becskmann
= of communication between faculty,

statt, and students with his openn=ss and his caring way.
There has been an amazind change in the attitudes of many
thizs year, and perhaps it iz becauze they have +ound their
voice, and they have +ound someon2 who wz23s willina to listen
to their concernzs. There are many wonderful +aculty members
here who are very involued in community life, and it §=
czpecially nice to =ee that +aculty and sztudents z2like are
be=ina supported and sncouraled by storal
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CommuniTy DiscipLine

Acain the commnunitv faces dewn ancther crisis. Acain we
dialceue and arcue, in the oren and in cur swecial little croups.
1 “ave seen this now fcecr the many vears | have bean connecterd to
tvis seminarv {and it has been toc lena!). First it was inclusiv~
lancuace, a perennial faveorite. Then a search for nrofessors who
will be of a cdifferent makeun than these whe oprecdeminate here.
Then a search for a4 new presicdent -- what aualifications will
determine that checice, nrefa2assicnal er relitical? Again, are we
denominaticnal or ecvanvelical catholics? 'hat other stcrms haven't
we faced?

What is the heart of the matter in this latest temnest? What
shall we do to build up cowmmunity? For even if we have always
had a hard time creating community, at least this year it has not
been brushed under the carpet. We have said that scmethino is
wrong; ] wonder whv it took so long?

I heard two ideas at our community meetincg that have to be
well thoucht out if ever thev are tc be the wav we shculd co to
wal% in newness of life on this camnus. "ne nerscn mentioned
moral character, another discirline and sacrifice. Thev hoth
said in effect, "It's not an easv wcrd to 4“ear, is it?" No, 1
think not, not when it is couwcheri in terms that are earnest, and
vet shoken mmore like comrand thanmn nromise.

Let me just plead for the case that evervthing that we dc be
dene in leove. If we are to have cowmmmmity, and if that comrunitvw
is to have a hicher moral character, to ke Aisciplined, and make
sacrifices, these actions will 2o ncwhere without love. We must
“ncw Gord loves us, and that hecause of that we can love ourselves
and each cther.

Mow that is a sniritual qguest, and as somecne npointed out,
there are mxany rcads tc oo te find a spiritnal discirline for
oneself. Tut a fault that | have sensed in cur 2eneration cf the
Church is that we see« ocut a psvchological or rolitical exnedient
te cure a spiritual ill. It is what ails tahne ELCA; it is what
ails the call process as | have seen it and exrerienced it.

Those whe attended a recent svnec” retreat saw this "“appen in
plain view, as the pr2senters scucht tc helr us cure our "emcticonal
Bacgane” without developine anv kind c¢f trustine relaticnshin
with us. The students ‘wa=2 decidedly warv cf a ceroup that would
later evaluate us asking if we could shar? scme cdeep hurts without
telling us hew they micht deal with them., Thankfullv, the candidacy
ccmunittee heard that fear anre confessed that thev had misused
their authoritv. I Selieve some "ealino fid rake place.

Put | have heard tanat same fear exPresser’ when it was decided
that faculty weculd "have a3 crucial role in evaluatino candicdates
for ministry. Trust will he crucial in our new relationships,
and that trust and faith will enly flew frer love. e have to

lcve cne another. That is scarv, tce, but it is an imperative
that is filled with Ylene and mremise that a creat cocd will come
cut of cur discirline and siacrifice =- the new life that Jesus

rromised., And isn't that wertn the nresent nmain we'll have te co
thrcuch? As cur “idwestern %“in might sav, vcn het!

hv Lans % Alexis




@ue_.st For Wheet ?
QchC-- . for Community.

*Oh, they're just a bunch of militant, radical, kanikaze
feminists." "Oh, quest, that's just a bunch of men haters."
These are just two examples of comments I have heard, both this
year and last, describing Quest. Unfortunately these opinions
have had quite a bit of following here. Equally unfortunate \is
the fact that these opinions are often expressed by people who
haven't been involved with Quest.

I have to admit that after 1listening to comments like these
I, too, was wary of associating myself with a potential group of
“men haters". Since I was already over-extended 1last year I
found it just as easy to stay away. Fortunately, this year a
good friend made a personal appeal to me to come saying: 'no,
that stuff 1is just not true, please come." My friend was
absolutely correct, but if it hadn't been for that appeal it may
have been just as easy for me never to find out.

When I went to Quest's first meeting this year I discovered
a group of men and women who were indeed concerned with women's
issues and also with minority issues. But most of all I found a
group of people from this cormunity... both students and
faculty... who were just plain concerned about issues that affect
us all.

This year that concern has centered around issues of
community and problems members of this community are
experiencing. Because the overwhelming focus of concern was our
community, Quest has -this year- decided to focus on those issues
of community and will be known as '"Quest...for community". On
Monday, Quest will sponsor a community forum, and depending on
community response we will probably do so again.

My purpose in writing this article is to make the same kind
of appeal to you that my friend made to me. I would like to say
to you that Quest is not a bunch of militant men haters. Quest
is a group of students and faculty who are deeply concerned about
our community and are committed to helping it's members to heal
it. Please, come and see for yourself... I'm glad I did.

-Heather Bumstead
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This has been quite a momth. RS MRsSLT Oof wvou know bv
now,. a concern aroses at s Student A=sociation meet:ins that
there were stua=snts, both singlz and marri=sg who were
having ti1nanci1al ditficulti=es. often to tns point o+ being
forced to deci1ae be<we=2n psvins bitls or bu.ing aroceries.
Much hes occured s:nz=2 this oroclam was +f1rst brought o
li1ant. Meetings wer= he!d., cormca2rns weres snareqg. denations
were generouslyvy given, and a food bank was establi1shed here
on campus.

In dealing with this =ceci1f1c ccnc2rn, manv other
concerns were ralzed. While these concerns were varied, I
think they all have & common root in a concern +tor
community. At a meeting of Ques=t a few weeks agc, this
concern was acted upon, and CQuest was reshaoed. It 15 now
caltied Quest...for Community.” In future vears this
committee mav serve ditfterent needs. but +tor now the focus
is on filling what seems to be a serious deficiency: people
here want to feel a greater szense of community.

When I first began representing students’ concerns, I
contess that I went 1nto 1t feeling as though I had to fight
an enemv. However, in reflecting on what has happened in
the last few weeks, I see many hands who have joined
together to meet the needs of this community, and I am given
hopbe. The zZrowd that showed up for CGQuest’s Open Forum 1in
the retectory proves to me that we do i1ndeed have a
community here. The recsptive response I and other students
have received from the administrstion, facultv, staf+. and
board of directors points to the ministry that does 1ndeed
happen here. Things are happening, chang2s have occurred,
people are listening. vihen addrecssing the board of
girectors, I told them that I consider them my partners 1in
ministry, and I hope that this 1s an 1mage we can all snare.
We are all partners i1n mini=try. and I am diztresz=ed when I
reali1ze that we do nmot tru=t each other, as was pointea out
at the Open Forum. I see thi1s truth plavina itself out 1n
many ways. We arz oft2n convinced that their synodical
committees nave onlv deni1ai on their mings. CFE 15 viewed
with distrucst, fi1nanci1al ai1d 1s seen as & mvetarv, people
are atraid to ooen uwo to each other tfor fear ot later
repri1sal , competition for gradecs 15 sti1fr despite our
pass/fail svstem.

And vet, I have hope, and I am convinced that the
majgoritv of otherz on thiz campus have hop=s as well . The
very tact that peoole are talking to one another and
resoonding to on= another, 1nsta2ad of si1mplyv pbushing
community aside as= an unattainable 1d=2al gives me that hop=e.
We must be patient with one anotner: change takes time. Yet
we have started on what I ze2 as a first csteo and I want to
tnank =2veryone who 1s particioating 1n tnat Journav. I
worn‘'t begin to name namzs b=2cause [’d i1nvariablv leave
someon2 out...there have been 30 manv oeople who have
resoonded 1n S0 many ways. Thant you to vou all and know
that th2 community aporeciates vour efforts. And. in 1t
all, et us not forget whv we are here and what needs to be



our +ocus: UOur tord and Sawvior Jesus Chricst has promised to

be with us...we don‘t have all the answerz=. nome of us' We
Nneed to kesep returning to our banbtism and parfticipate in
Word and Sacrament...that 123 where true community begins.

==="a,m i e+

-Social Action News

The Social Action Committee would like to extend a
Thank You to the seminary community who helped make Inter-
national Night a special evening for students from abroad.

During the month of October, Social Action attempted
to raise the community's awareness on the need of afford-
able housing in the United States. In cooperation with
Adams County Habitat for Humanity, volunteers from the
Hill got down and dirty (literally) at 135 West Street,
Gettysburg, where the current project is only weeks from
completion. The beloved Dr. Roger Gobel and his 1lovely
wife, Trudy, provided coffee and donuts for the dusty crew.
On October 27, a roadtrip to Penn State to hear Millard
Fuller, founder and president of Habitat, was sponsored by
Social Action.

In November, Social Action is sponsoring a group from
Parents FLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays)
from the Harrisburg area to speak on campus. Two mothers
and a Lutheran counselor will be here to talk with us about
their experiences and about how we can help further our
understanding of the gay community. This group will be with
us on Tuesday, November 6th at 7:00 pm in the coffee shop.
The committee also plans to share educational materials
about homosexuality and homophobia. A movie will be shown
in mid-November. The movie is entitled, Maurice, and is
based on the novel of the same name by E.M. Forster. The
film explores tensions, social pressures, and joys of a
homosexual relationship. Because this movie is not rated,
parents should be advised that the movie contains some nud-
ity. Marie Kruger will be happy to answer any questions you
may have pertaining to her planned events in November.

In December, Social Action in cooperation with the
YWCA, will sponsor a blood drive. Please consider giving
the gift of life this year.

Brian C Smith
Social Action, Chair




Reflection on Student Life

After sifting through the jumbled myriad thoughts of the Sept/Oct 1990
Table Talk editorial several times, I had to respond to four particular
sentences. The sentences I refer to are "It was also odd to read articles
discussing the disillusionment of people who had come to seminary, and the
sense that this was not a place to come to find cammunity or caring. I have
heard this same thing from people this year! People camplain about the
unavailability and the personal distance of the faculty, and the whole process
of lumping everyone who comes to this place into one category: —-student.
This kind of thing has serious repercussions, for people begin to feel kind
of unimportant."

I too, like the editor, have heard the same views expressed. And I
too, like the editor, have been disturbed by those views. However, I have
been disturbed in a different way.

First, "student." What is wrong in being categorized as a '"student?"
Does being a "student” make me unimportant, or make me feel unimportant?

Not me! According—toWebster's Unabridged Dictionary a "student" is "a person
who studies, or investigates; a person who is enrolled for study at a school,
college, etc." Assuming that a seminary falls into the "etc" category, I
then fit that part of the definition of a "student." For I am enrolled for
study at this seminary. I also am a person who studies or investigates.
Heaven knows I study and God knows I am investigating, a whole multitude

of things. And I have to admit I am proud of that. So, do I mind being
categorized as a "student?" No! Do the editor and others enrolled in this
particular educational institution have a problem with being categorized

as "students" -- "as ones who study or investigate, as ones who are enrolled
for study?" Do the editor and others object to being enrolled in this
particular educational institution? Do the editor and others object to
studying and investigating? I know I do not, for here, today, I am a
"stident." And I have no problem being "lumped" into that category.

Second, "the unavailability and personal distance of the faculty."

Is the editor talking about the same faculty with whom I have dealt? I find
that extremely difficult to believe. I have never found a faculty member
"unavailable or persaonally distant." Yes, at times it has been difficult
to get to see a faculty member to talk to them, due to their schedule or
mine (which is usually the problem) but they have always found the time.

And I am not referring to those with whom I currently had classes -- but
any faculty person -- for any reason. I have found faculty "available" any
time -- day or night -- to discuss classwork, personal problems or concermns,

or to give input in a discussion with fellow classmates. I have not
experienced "persaonal distance'" with this faculty. 1In all my previous
educational experiences, I have never found a faculty with whom I could
have both a professor/student relationship and a peer relationship. And
this extends to the support staff as well. The opinion of the editor and
others reminds me of the slogan "If God seems far away, who moved?"

Third, "camundty." Do we camo horo expecting a ready-made "coommity"
that will open its arms and welcome us, immediately making us a part of it?
Do we expect '"them" to provide that "cammmity'" for us? Perhaps we need
to take a part in creating that "cammumity." Do I think that everyone here
is part of a one-big-happy-family "commmity?'" No. Do I want that? No!
An I part of "commmity" here? Yes. Actually, part of several. Each one
is distinct in itself and all overlap to varying degrees. And all exist




because I and others took the time and responsibility to build that
"crmmity." "Commmity" does not automatically happen, you have to work
at it.

Fourth, "caring." There is a great deal of "caring" here. I have
experienced it many times. I have personally received "caring" from both
faculty and students. As I went through the turmoil of being a first year
seminarian and all the questions and doubts and struggles that can involve,
I experienced the "caring" of fellow students. People, who understood and
"cared" enough to help me sort out the questions and to begin to search for
the answers. People who hurt and struggled with me. And I also experienced
the "aring" of faculty. People who '"cared" enough to be concerned, to worry,
to push and prod and to be there to not only help me sort out the questions,
but also to pose the questions and to help me to begin to search for the
answers. No matter what time--day or night. And again these were not just
faculty with whom I had classes.

Actually, my complaint would be the other way. Sometimes I feel there
is too much "caring'" here. Or at least what some perceive to be "caring"
and what I perceive to be intrusive and smothering. I am referring to those
who are so intent on '"playing pastor" that they haven't taken the time to
learn what "caring” is.

And so far this year, I have experienced a tremendous outpouring of
"aring," During pre-session, I received some very disturbing news and am
currently going through a difficult time. Faculty members have been super
in their concern and "care." And not just those who are currently my
professors, but all, with whom I have shared this pain, have been there and
have continually expressed their "care' and concern. And not just faculty,
but support staff as well. And my fellow students. How do I begin to
describe the love and '"care" I have felt from you? It is impossible. I
probably expected my closest friends to '"care" and be there for me. And
they have been. And I thank God and ask Him to bless each and everyone of
them. I did not expect those that I would 'categorize' as acquaintances
to show such "care." And I certainly never expected those to whom I was
much less than ''caring" toward in the past would show me such "care." For
the way I have treated them, I ask God's forgiveness and theirs. For the
way they have treated me, I ask God's blessing upon them.

There is a lot of "caring" here. '"Ask, and it will be given you; search,
and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone
who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened." (Mt. 7:7-8, NRSV)

PATRICIA D. HENDRICKS
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“Amen”, Daddy

"Amen, Daddy". "God is great!" These are some things my
child says in church in addition to asking for crayons
andcoloring books,cookies and crackers, papers and pencils.

A baptized child of God, not yet two, has a place in worship.

However, the seminary chapel is not acoustically child-
friendly. When my child shrieks "Mine!", heads begin to turn
and you notice a few sympathetic smiles. Kids just aren't made
to sit still for two hours. As the children rustle or fret,
the poor parent tries to comfort and quiet them. The neighboring
parishioners shift from sympathy to annoyance. The concerned
looks seem to transform into accusing glares. They seem to say
"Why didn't you leave that child elsewhere?"

To be honest with you, we tried to leave our child
elsewhere. However, she became agitated and was upsetting other
children in the nursery. So now the dilemma: do we take our
child along to church, or do one of us stay home with her?

We opted to take her to church; later, and not much later at
that, we felt we had chosen unwisely. We felt alienated from
the assembled congregation because of their reaction to our
child's distracting behavior.

My wife removed our child from the sanctuary to the
entryway, where closed doors would hide our daughter's boisterous
behavior, only to be asked by another parishioner, "Is this
the nursery?'" (The parishioner was not carrying a child.) "No,"
she replied, "this isn't the nursery, but Ruthie wouldn't stay
at the nursery this evening.'" This was all too much and Sharon
took Ruthie home.

Honestly, we try to respect a serene worship environment.
Evening eucharists don't make this very easy. We would like
to at least sense that the congregation is not against us as
we try to minister to our child. Sharon and Ruthie missed
fellowship at the Lord's Table and I felt cut off from them.

Why don't we consider something that may be too familiar
to us?

And they were bringing children to him, that he might
touch them; and the disciples rebuked them. But when
Jesus saw it he was indignant, and said to them, '"Let

the children come to me, do not hinder them; for to

such belongs the kingdom of God. "Truly, I say to you,
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a

child shall not enter it." And he took them in his arms
and blessed them, laying his hands upon them. Mark 10:13-
16.

In Mark, the gospel writer portrays the disciples as people
who just don't perceive the gospel message. They don't get
it. 1Is our seminary community following this path?

Until our community can embrace every member
unconditionally, we fall short of our goals of inclusivity.
Douglas Knupp

"Amen, Daddy!"

.



Food Bank Update

THE FOOD BANK IS OPEN!!! The Family Life Committee finally was able to
open the doors to the food bank on Monday, October 29th. Through the
generosity of local churches, faculty, students and the Schall fund, the food
bank is well stocked. It is open to all seminary students and their families.
You DO NOT have to be starving to use it. If you are having trouble squeezing

out money for bills, going through a rough period right now, need to supplement

your Sunday dinners (which are not provided in the refectory), or just plain

tired of eating macaroni and cheese three times a week, we are here to serve you!

I have heard quite a few comments to the effect of 'didn't they know that
they would have to make sacrifices when they came to seminary?'. Someone told
me that if they would become sick right now that they would not have enough

money to go to see a doctor. I'm not sure if one should have to sacrifice this

much. The Family Life committee cannot solve everybody's financial problems,
but hopefully having a food bank open on campus will help take the edge off of
the sacrificing one must do to get through seminary.

The food bank is located in the basement of the refectory. Please enter by

the basement door facing the library. Joe Cotner will have the food bank open

during the hours listed below or by appointment (334-0783). As always, donations
for the food bank can be dropped off at the chapel or the coffee shop or given to
one of the members of the Family Life committee (Joe and Donna Cotner, Jeff and

Karen Bohan, Lee and Ann Brumback).

FQOD BANK HOQURS
Monpay  12:30pM 1O 1:30PM
Tuespay 5:00pM 70 6:00PM
Wepnespay  10:15pM 1o 11:15pM

Give Blood-The most Precious Gift

This vear the Sccial Acticn CTcommittee of LTCC
is teaminvy un with the YJYCA for a Christmas
Ploodmobile. Tememmber Christmas? The time of
the vear with re-runs of all those creat
Christmas specials and movies, fun parties,
Advent wreaths, and "visions ¢f svucar rlums?'

It is also the time of the vear for life-
threatenin? car accirlents and ccnsecuentlv,
the time when the need for blood 1s tihe
oreatest. This year, 2ive the ¢cift of hleced.
Sien up at the hulletin hoard for a time. It
is impertant to sien up in advance so the Ted
Cross will now how many nurses to sencd. The
blocdinobile will take place on Decewmber G
between 1| and 7 p.m. at the YUCA, Centact:
Sandra CTarlson Alexis




Homosexual: Compassion or Condemnation ©

I was moved to tears as I read "The Walking Wounded: An
AIDS Mother's Story" in the February 17, 1988, issue of The
Lutheran. 1 also felt a great deal of anger. I find it
hard to believe that anyone could be heartless enough to
tell a mother on the day of her son's funeral that she won't
see him in heaven because he was gay. Even more astounding
is the fact that some families disown their homosexual
children to the point of not allowing them to come home for
Christmas. Unfortunately, the church sometimes seems to
encourage this rejection and makes homosexuals who wish to
be faithful, active members feel quite unwelcome.

It is time to overcome our fears, ignorance, and
prejudice so that we can reach out in love to provide a

desperately needed ministry of reconciliation. Some of
those who feel that homosexuality is a sin are attempting to
do this. It is a nice gesture on their part, but much more

is needed. The church should affirm that homosexuality in
and of itself is no more or less sinful than hetero-
sexuality. Homosexuals can have loving, committed
relationships which are every bit as moral as heterosexual
marriages, and heterosexuals can engage in meaningless
physical liasons that are Jjust as immoral as homosexual
ones. We are far too quick to brand any lifestyle, belief,
or practice which differs from our own as sinful.

Concurrent with that belief, at least in the case of
homosexuals, is the view that they should repent and could
be heterosexual if only they were willing to change and
would ask God for help. As the author of the article in The
Lutheran points out, it is difficult to believe that one
would choose to be homosexual when that choice entails so
much pain and rejection. Where did we ever get the idea
that one's sexual orientation is a matter of choice, anyway?
I know I did not sit down one day and decide to be

heterosexual after weighing both options! Furthermore, 1
could not switch to homosexuality now, even if my friends,
family, and church all urged me to do so. How, then, can we

justify asking this of homosexuals?

Those who condemn homosexuality frequently cite
biblical passages as the basis for their opinion. While the
Bible is certainly a good place to look for guidance, it is
important to keep in mind that verses taken out of context
can be used to justify almost anything. The unwillingness
of some churches to ordain women and the incidence of Anti-
Semitism among Christians are two examples of this. 1In
addition, the biblical prohibitions against certain
homosexual acts must be understood in light of the
historical and cultural context in which they were written.
Because of the high infant mortality rate and low fertility
rate, any sexual outlet which could not lead to reproduction
was frowned upon. It is highly questionable to conclude
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that the writers of Scripture were conveying God's blanket
condemnation of homosexuality.

It is unlikely that all people will ever be convinced

that homosexuality is not a sin. This should not keep us
from ministering to homosexuals and allowing them to
minister to us. They, too, are people created by God and

blessed with unique talents and gifts. Not all church
members will welcome openly homosexual persons, but positive
changes can still be made if enough people are willing to
proclaim that God's love extends to all, and demonstrate
that belief by creating a truly inclusive church with doors
open to everyone who wishes to enter them. Many who are
comfortable condemning homosexuals from a distance may find
it much more difficult when they get to know fellow members
who do not fit preconceived notions of promiscuity or other
stereotypes.

As a church, we have a choice to make. We can maintain
the status quo, where some churches have wonderful minis-
teries in which homosexuals are a vital and welcome part,
but most congregations either reluctantly tolerate or openly
reject their homosexual brothers and sisters in Christ. We
can continue the current policy of allowing only those
homosexuals who are willing to vow to be celibate for life,
or who keep their sexual orientation a carefully guarded
secret, to be ordained. This is certainly the easier and
less controversial path to take, but I do not think it is a
choice that those who claim to be followers of Christ can
justify making.

The choice that we are called to make, in my opinion,
is to take a position which views homosexuality as a form of
sexual expression equally acceptable to heterosexuality in

God's eyes. This option would do much to ease the pain and
heal the deep wounds of guilt and rejection felt by
homosexuals and their families. Those who feel called to be

pastors could enter seminary without the burden of keeping a
secret or promising to forego the joys of a loving,
committed monogamous relationship. AIDS victims could be
ministered to with compassion untainted by moral judgments.
Clearly, this latter path will lead to healing and
reconciliation, while the first choice can only lead to
stagnation and heartbreak. It is up to us to decide which
path we will take.

Wendi Gordon
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| OPen 1t UpP...

There 1s nothing more boring than a one siaea argument. And
there 1is nothing more deceptive tnan the setting up of an open
discussion and having the agenda preset and the ''correct"
viewpoilint assumed.

Case in point is the Social Action Committee’'s function with
the parents and friends of gays support group FLAG. Al though
advertised as an open discussion, prouncements by the Social
Action Committee concerning the issue of homosexuality appeared
daily 1in the Redactor for a week before event. These "“thoughts
for the day" made it clear where the discussion was headed and
what, 1n the  -eyes of committee, was the correct position on the
matter. ANy opposing opinion, assuming there could be such a
thing, would certainly feel unwelcome to such a '"discussion."

The seminary and our education would be much better served
i1f the Social Action Committee would stop pontificating and
pushing their agenda and seek debate on matters of social
concern. They may even discover that 1f people actually thought
they were sponsoring a truly open forum, attendance at such
events would reflect the rich variety of opinions one finds 1in
this community.

Jack M. Hormner, Jr.

The Many Faces o8 Sesus !

The $12.50 BUFET ‘
(AW Jov Con BAT)

JEsvS
"My foundadion
( 1 ‘.\f;?mc ‘fha«‘f‘

(osufiwppl)  flawless imag')  JESUS l




Thank You...

Dear Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysdurg:

This 1s a simple note of thanks;

seminary that has gone above and beyond the call
families,
The seminary,

the Chaplain,
has provided food and financial

thanks expressed to a

of duty to help
couples and i1ndividuals in financial need.
through 1ts various groups and i1ndividuals
such as the Family Life Committee,
sponsors of the Food Bank,

and other

assistance for the same to my family and others in this
community.

Thank

you.

, Jack, Joshua and I arrived here in September with poor
financial security and no immediate prospects of employment for

Jack and me.
assistance and support,

The seminary has been responsible for considerable

none of which was expected. I would like

to recognize and express my appreciation to the parties involved

in this hard work,

especially,

Mark Oldenburg,

Cotner and others on the Family Life Committee.
Thank you Gettysburg, once again,
and kindness expressed to those in this community 1n need of

help.

Vicky Horner

the Chaplain,

Joe

for the generous support

LHE WASIHINGTOY Fos |

Gold Card for Luther?

Master the Possibilities
Bank Solicits 16th-Century Theologian

By Lynda Richardem
Wb ot Rall Wrter

It took SO0 years, but Martin
Luther Gnally has gotten the
credit he deserves. He's been ac-
cepted for a gold card.

Luther, the 16th-century lead-
er of the Reformation, received a
letter at Luther Ptace Memorml
Church fn Waahingtoo this week
idorming him that a gold card
with a $6,000 credit mit is now
reserved in his name.

Martin Luther becomes part
of 2 “unique and distinguished
group” at Chevy Chase Federn)

. Savingy Bank, the letter ayn

_“At Qdevy Qase, we recog-

-mire and-cespect your expects-

tions,” say® the letter signed by a
benk wice president, Deumis C.

. Moraney, “1t will be our grestest

pleasare to meet and exreed
them all.” '
Bank officials spent yesterday
acurryng to unvavel the mystery
of how the gold card invitation
was sent to Martin Luther, the
Roman Catholic priest who gal-
vanized a religious movement
that led to the birth of Protes-
tantism. An offical at Chevy
Chase Federal Savingy ssid the

bank was trying to trace the let-
ter back to its source.

But, to be sure, the bank’s
Renerous offer—including pur-
chase protection, travel accident
insurance, access to cash—legit-
imizes Martin Luther in a way
that soe Christians have yet to
do.

Luther was excommunicated
from the Roman Catholic Choch
partly over issues of church cred-
it

The German challenged the
Catholiie practice of selling indul-
gences, a means by which sirnera
were pardaned i they contrid-
uted moneytoa cause. ¢int e’

ty-five Theses on a castle door
challenging what he saw a3 a cru-
el money-caising system, Luther
was drawn into direct comflict
with the Roman Catholic Church.
The Lutheran Church was even-
tuaily founded on the doctroves
and beliefs that he espoosed.

The Rev. John Steinbruck,
whose church received the let-
ter, said that he is Impressed
with the gold card invitation. The
preacher is not so sure he can
get one for himsell.

*1{ Chevy Chase sees fit to give

Alter maifing his famous Nipe-:

MARTIN LUTHER

Martin Luther a gold card. |
think Rome should recorsider its
attitude,” said Steinbruck, de-
lighted at the news regarding the
new goid card invitee on the eve *
of the Reformation Festival Sea-
,0n that is chsevved on Oct. 28.

Stembruck quickly fired ofl a
tongue-inchesk responss to the
bank R

“He's out o town at the mo-
ment resolvin g sgroe credit prob-
lemms in Rome with the Vatican
Banko Spirity, Inc.,” the pastor’s
letter said, signed in the name of
Martin Luther's wfe, Katherine
Von Bora-Luther.

“But | do know what would be
his atand on your propasal. Since
we are already offered unlimited
[ree credit {grace)—at no inter- °
est—24-hour customer ser-
vice—withno VISA reqoired and
eternal life imsurance tossed in
for the sheer love of us, we enjoy
as ‘preferred’ a status as we will
ever need.”
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- Dear Gabby:

flear (Gabby:

My spouse and I recz2ntlv moved ontoc campus. However, I
have a oroblem tnat mayoe you could helo with. Whenever we
have sex [ #eel =o guiltv. The zeminarv 13 zuch holv around
ang atter all mv soouse will be a minist=2r —-a holv person.
What shouid I do™
~-Troubled on Zacr=sd Ground

Dear Troubled:

You’re thaving =ex? Concsider your=z=z2l+ fortunate. The
guilt will pass when you come to realize that this community
15 something gquite short o+ sacred. I+ the guilt doe=n‘t
pass, write again (and could vou include more details next
time??7)

Jealouzly Yours,
Gatby .

Llear Gabby:
I‘m having some trouble with my Synod. I feel that

they are trwvinmg to trick me 1nto believing that I have los
my mind. Have you heard this complaint before?
I’'m afraid that thev might be right.
-Scared at Seminary

=
-

Dear Scared:
I+ you take your synod too zeriowuslv vou probabiv will
10352 yvour mind. Just remember =vnod 1s oronounc2d SIN-OJD[
(need I say more?) .
Svmpatheticallv yours,
= Gabbyv .

Llear Gabbv:

I understand that the Food Bank nas exparnded 1%t’s
services. I= there anv cause for concern regarding this
—hange? Eszpeci1ally 1n ti1ght of the current Z%L crisis whaich
was the result of simitiar expanzion?

-Satisfied but Nervous

[lear S % N:
Gee, I teel az 1f vour si1gnature should have been on mv
first letter... but I digress. I understand yvour worrwv. but
I don’t think there 1s any cauze for concarn unless zomeone
on the tamily life committee 1s related to Georze BEush.
J Your +ai1th+ul watchdog.
Gabby .

FLEASE WRITE TO GAEEY C/0 TABLE TALK. ANLD FLEASE, FLIASE,
SLEASE REMEMEER THAT GAEEY’S OFIMIONS DO NOT NECESSARILY
FEFRESENT THOSE OF GETTYSEURG SEMINARY OR OF THE TAELE TALK
STAFF !




Friends

Is it mone impontant to ha.ve §aiends on te be a Friend? The.
twth 45, 4t 45 41mposrsibla te have §riends wdithout beding
one. This neality has become vivid to me. The taue §riend
A a wawun smile., an eutastrnetched hand, and Loving heant.,
many times we take eur friands 4onr granted. When enc
expnresses advernsity of any hind, the Less eg a Loved one, on
i2eness, a §riend L8 €ihe a nay o4 sunsnine. Fraiendship 44
an intenaction o4 Love fen ene another which God has givemn
te each o044 ws. How we mahke use 04§ this ability 448 up te
each o4 wus. Te me. a frniend 44 a waun bLlanket of comfent
that I can wraap my trouwbles Ain and §ind they melt away.
Often an unexpected visrdit §rom a §$ariend does much <te
brnighten eur day. Penhaps we Aheuld try handern to be a

griend.

Sandra G4i.de.on

R o A e ¥ "}
Lt

- |

l

= z

/3 =N s

; {

I

!

!

!
!
!
[
!
!
!
4y N
Gt !
.‘:'-7" !
o 5

ning ... the hungry, the homeless—and trust that in
the remembering we have somehow fuifilled our

“Lord, we'remember the poor of our city this mor- %
!
responsibillty toward them ..." i
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Poetry

.

HCW I PSEPARE MY HEART FOR HOLY COMIUNION
Tim Craven August 2-3, 1989 11Pm - 2 AM, Ephrata, Pennsylvania
while listening to old Bob Dylan records

Me:

Pastor, I keep having this recurring nightmare
which flashes through my brain every time I receive Holy Communion
especially when I receive it by intinction:

I'm an 0ld man sitting on the porch horrified.
I keep rocking back and forth talking to the pizza delivery boy,
"No one can read any more. No one can read any more. No one can read any more.,"

Meanwhile, my nurses, who are all Nintendo freaks
working their way through Cosmetology School

are hiding in the laundry room snorting Ajax

and discovering a cure for the common cold

Then a drunken blonde woman in neon orange shorts

spits in the face of Descartes who is in the chair next to me drooling

and won't move his checkers until he has proven they exdst

and always keeps asking, "What day is this? Is the weather cool?"

The blonde screams at him,

"Information has been redefined as a rap CD stolen by an eight year old drug addict!

Divorced children with wooden legs form bicycle gangs and terrorize the Jaycees.

My college room mate, Zap Comes, and her boy friend, Info Burming, the Lebanese lab tech
invite me to a little party on West College Avenue

There flowers explode and self-expression dances in the hallway with the refrigerator.

I cut in and mistakenly dance with the refrigerator who is wearing glasses but can cook.

Pastor, should I have guilt feelings when I tell my girl friend

that I'm uncomfortable talking to my second wife about ay first wife

or should I just get a desktop computer with organizational skills

to manage my social calendar and simply sleep with the waitress from the diner

on New Years Eve?

I'm not the person I used to be

In fact, I never was the person I used to be

I only found out yesterday that the person I used to be

was eeen -last night leaving a bus station in New Mexico

with a brown paper bag under his arm

Sometimes when I get up early in the morning

I have an unexplainable desire to drive to Philadelphia and make Tasty Cakes

Actually for as long-as:1 .can remambor I've alwvays been someone I haven't met yet

I dreart I was a football on the opponents one yard line
History is changing her clothes in a pl:one booth. Herstory:
I dreamed I was impotent and went to the doctor.

She said I had a microscopic tattoo on my penis.

Ste put me under a microscope and examined me closely.

"What does it say?" I asked. "Asserhled in Macau," she said.
We married and honeywooned there where she took me apart,



HOW I PREPARE MY HEART FOR EOLY COMUNIQN
Tiz Craven page two

I went to the grocery store

and discovered a group of fifteen year old clerks and stockboys
having a seance by the bananas

A pale green banana spider from Equador

with plaid eyes and a walking cane, sort of like an 80's Jiminy Cricket,
was being deified by American youngsters..

No wonder .the automobile industry in this country is falling to pieces,

I went to buy flea and tick powder for my dog and found it had been replaced
by a new line of Pet Ouija Boards.

A Puerto Rican man with a turban and sandals

was sitting by the floor near the Coke machine

interpreting the meaning of Oxydol crystals,

I asked him which phone compamy I should pick.

Then I opened a letter from my Mother who said she was starting to feel old
and wished everyone was Republican because nobody made any sense any more,
Ministers are wearing colored shirts and ath@¢sts are dressing in hlack,
People are getting cooler and the Earth is getting hotter.

Either tl:is is the.Great Reversal talked about in the GOspel of Luke

or Donald Trump will soon be President.

Donald Trump wants to be President.

A11 T want to do is drive a taxd at 2 AM in State College, Pennsylvania

and take drunk people home safely

I think doing that would make this a better world somehow,.

what do you think, Pastor?

Pastor:

I think that stress is the devil's champagne

It bubbles like the bends incide our veins

It's the drink of choice to exorcise post-modern satanic anxiety attacks
like the one you just had here right on my couch (I'll get the paper towels).
Teenagers now brazenly suspect that reason, the False God, has perished
sacrificed unexplainedly on the altar of traffic jams

and mystical daycare problems,

I tkink Descartes has been sitting there waiting to make his move
for over two hundred years and people no longer have any change left
to put into the reason meter. spiritual gridlock/constipation

And as foy you, well as Martin Luther would have said,

"My son, I fervently believe that you should trust your future to God
because you are not in control."

In fact, my child, I myself amr thankful that you are not in control

Ycause if you were we'd all be 1n a lotta trouble.

Let's prayeecee



HOW I PREPARE MY KHEART FOR HOLY COM:UNION
Tim Craven page three

Me?

Wait a minute. Pastor, are you in control?

Pastor:

Are you kidding? God's in control, not me,
Let we tell you about the dream I keep having
when I distribute Holy Commuinion, especially on Easter and Christmas Eves

I dream that I go to a church council meeting and the entire council
is in the terminal stages of cancer and loaded up with morphine

but they still insist that they're the only ones

who should count the money after the service, It's awful,

The Call Committee turns out all along to be alilens
who collect pastors like little glass sculptures

and put them on the mantle in the firelight

so they can read the New Iork Times with Sam Donaldson
in the dark and fractured glow of the prism,

The 1little sculptures grimace eternally.

No, you're not in control. I'm not in control.
But Cemmunion is still valid,

Let us pray,
"Thank-you Lord for reaching down and saving the crazy shithouse rat."

Amen..

9.
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