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TABL� TAL� i s  a pub l i c  f orum f or news , v i ewpo i nt s , and 

op i n i on s  of studen t s  and otner f o l k s  f rom LTSG . P l ease f ee l  
f ree t o  e xpress your tnougnts  and i a e as . Poetry and art wor� 
w i l l be con s i derec , al ong w i t h  l et ters , b ook and mov i e  
rev i ews , and manusc r i p t s  dea l i ng w i th as sorted t op i c s . 
A l l art i c l es must be  sub m i tted w i th autnor ' s  n ame : however , 
uoon request and i n  consul t at i on w i th tne ed i tor i a l  staf f , 
name may b e  w i th e l d i n  c ert a i n  c i rcumstances . 

P l eas� sub m i t  a l l mater i a l tvped . and s i ng l e-spaced . 
P l ease proof read al l mater i a l  subm i t t ed . 

------------------------------------------------------------

TABLE TALK i =  pub l i shed month l y  by studen t s  at the 
Lutheran Theol og i c a l Semi nary at Get tysburg . The v i ews and 
op i n i on s  e xpressed h ere do not necessar i l y ref l ec t  the  v i ews 
and op i n i ons of the ed i t or i a l s t af f , the student 
assoc i at i on , or the sem i nary . 

STAFF : Heather Bumst ead 
' Chr i s  Chan te l au 
B i l l  Gr i f f i th 

. Jack Horner 
Bob Kn i ght 
Kr i s  Bel  1 , ed i tor ------------------------------------------------------------

TABLE TALK , 6 1  West Conf ederate Ave . ,  Gettysburg , PA 1 7325 . 

------------------------- - -------------------------------
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THE CONTINUING QUEST 

Although Gettysburg Seminary seems to enjoy a reputation as a place with a 
strong sense of community, issues emerging in recent weeks make it clear that 
we also have work to do in that area. The pain, struggles, and brokenness that 
have surfaced has led to some frank conversations which I consider healthy. I 
trust this has also driven us in new ways to that grace which alone can 
empower us to be open, vulnerable and sensitive to one another as we work 
through these issues. As I write this, I am looking forward to the open forum on 
November 5 and the forum on financial aid on November 6 for further 
opportunity for "hearing and being heard". 

I am heartened by the commitment from students, faculty and staff to be part of 
the solution. In spite of frustration, student leaders have been willing to work 
through the structures available in pressing issues that needed to be addressed 
and have invested significant amounts of their personal time and energy to find 
solutions. Student Association President Tami Ruhf and Chaplain Mark 
Oldenburg deserve special thanks for their extra efforts. The Child Care Co-op 
Committee has spent countless hours coming up with a creative plan for more 
permanent and continuous child care services. When it became known that a 
rather large number of our students and families were experiencing extreme 
financial stress with lack of food and other basic necessities, I was gratified by 
the outpouring of concern, advocacy, and financial support from the entire 
seminary community. 

As a result of those mutual efforts, some things have happened. Additional 
emergency funds have been generated for distribution through the Chaplain's 
Discretionary Fund. Significant financial aid has been distributed. A food bank 
has been established on campus. A sizeable gift of money has been 
designated to establish a permanent food bank on campus which will access 
government food supplies. The entire procedure and schedule for granting 
financial aid is being reviewed and a revised plan should be in place by early 
next year. Smoke alarms have been installed in the apartment buildings. The 
Board of Directors has approved the installation of more effective security 
measures in apartment buildings and the matter of campus lighting is being 
addressed. This is a beginni 19. It was possible because of people who are 
willing to risk raising sensitive issues and groups within our community who 
have been willing to work together in seeking solutions. 

Hopefully, we can build on these mutual efforts to deepen our trust and 
encourage openness in addressing the issues that are still before us. It is 
apparent that sexism, both subtle and not so subtle, is still ;Jlive and well among 
us. There must be no question that this is simply not acceptable within a 
community that is shaped by the gospel. Subtle judgments about the relative 
value of ordained ministry and the ministry of associates in ministry, as pointed 
out by Tami in the last issue, are not helpful or appropriate. We must develop 
more effective and intentional lines of communication within our community and 
commit ourselves to being more open and sensitive to each other. As we 
continue this quest, I am confident because of what I have already experienced 
from you and because of our mutual confidence that God's grace indeed can 
empower us to take the steps necessary for a fuller experience of Christian 
community. 

Darold H. Beekmann 
President 
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L � s t mon t h , d i s c u s ; e d  s ome of  t he i ; ; u e ;  t h� t  s e em e d  t o  be  
eme r 9 i n 9 .� r o u n d  t he ; e m i n a.r y .  I t  t-, .;.. ; b,;, e n  q u i t e r e f r e ; h 1 n 9 
t o  s e e  how q u i c k l y  t he s e  i :; s u e s  hav e  be e n  addr e s se d .  T he 
Qu e s t  m e e t i n g of  Oc t 0ber  was a ; ho t  i n  t he arm f or m an Y  oi  
u = : :; t 1J ,j e n t s � n d f 3. ,: u 1 t Y ,;,. 1 i k e 9 o t o? :< ,: i t e ,j .-. b o u t t h i n gs  t t-, a. t 
c ,:, u 1 d ma  K e t h 1 ·= c omm u n i t Y .a be  t t e r p 1 a. c e . 11 GJ •J t? ·= t f ,:, r 
Comm u n i t Y " , w h i c h i 5 t h e n .;,.mo? ,:, f t t-, e 9 r· ,::, u o t h 1 =· Y >? a r , h a =· 
v e r y  9opd i de as f or o p e n i n g u p  d i a l ogue  a r o u n d  t ho? s em i n a r Y 1 
�n d a l o t of  ,;, n e r gy f or t he J ou r n e y .  Ame n ! Th i s  i s  good n ews 
f or t h e  sem i n ar y .  I t h i n k t ha t  i t  i •5 a l •;. ,:, 1 mpor t a.n t to  n o t e  
t ha t  we hav e  a - v e r y  ac t i v ,;, l y  i n v o l v e d  s t u de n t  assoc i a t i on 
p r e s i de n t w ho i s  n o t  af r a i d  t o  t r e ad down p a t h5 f ormer l y  
u n k n own t o  man Y s t u d e n t :. ,  and  be c au s e  of  he r e n e r gy an d 
c omm i tme n t ,  many mor e hav e  be e n  emp owe r e d  t o  s p e ak ou t .  
Bu t be s t  of  a l  1 ,  t h i 5 ;.em i n ar Y ha.s. b e e n  b l e ·:. t  1,11 i t h  t he 
p r e se n c e  of  P r e s i de n t  B e e kman n . B e c au s e  w i t hou t h i m ,  n on e  of  
t h i ;.  wou l d  hav e  be e n  p o s s i b l o?  t h i s  ye ar . Pr e s i de n t  B e e Kmann  
ha ;, op e n e d  up  t he c han ne l s  of  c ommu n i c a t i on be twe e n  f ac u l t y ,  
s t af f , a n d  s t u de n t s  w i t h  h i = op e n n e s s  an d h i s c ar i n g way . 
T he r e  has be e n  an  amaz i n g c han ge i n  t he a t t i t u d e s  o f  many 
t h i s  year , and p e r hap s i t  i s  be c au se t he Y  hav e  f o u n d  t he i r  
v o i c e ,  and  t he y  hav e  f o u n d  some o n e  w ho was w i l I i n g t o  1 i s t e n  
t o  t he i r  c on c e r n s . T he r e  a r e  m a n y  wonde r f u l  f ac u l t y membe r s  
h e r e w h o a r e v e r y i n v o 1 v e d i n c omm u n i t :=-' 1 i f e 1 a. n d i t i s 
e s p I? c i a 1 1 y n i ,: e t o :; e e t h a. t f a c u 1 t Y an  d s t u ,j e n t s .a I i K e a. r e 
be i n g s u p p or t e d  and  e n c ou r ag e d  by su c h  a p a s t o r a l  
.;,. dm i n i ·=- t r 3. t i o n  � A I 1 I c ;,. n t h i n k t o s a>' i 5 . . • . . • • • w h a. t a 
we 1 c om e c h a. n ,;i e , t h a. n V :; be t ,:, Pr e s i de  n t 8 e e Kman n , t h a. n K ·=- be 
to t he f ac u l t y ,  a n d  t han k :. be t o  a l  1 of u s  he r e  as we l e a r n  
be t t e r  h c,,,.., t ,:, 1 i v e vJ i t h  e 3.C h o t he r  1 

Ut  c o u r s e , t he r e  a r e  ; t 1 1 1  m a n Y  r o u g h  ; p o t s ,  bu t we  a r e  
be g i n n i n g ;,ome t h i n g •.• e r ., i mp or t 3.n t he r e  i a n d  i t  i :;  t he 
c on u e r 5a t i on t ha t  ma t t e r s .  Hoo e f u l  l v ,  we w i  1 1  be a b l e t o  
g r  ow i n t r  u = t a n d  r e sp e c t f or ,:,n e an o t he r  , and  t h  i :; ,,.., i 1 l 
e n ab l e u s  t o  be mor e e f f � c t i v e m i n i s t e r ;  o f  t he go s p e l 
T han k 5 be t o  God ' 



r 

" " a i n  t :, c  c o rr.,:-: u n i t v  f ,, c e s  d r,-,n .J :-i 0 t '1 P r  c r i s i s .  h c ;:i j n  wp 

cl i a. 1 c q 11 e ;t n 0. r1 r � 1:  e , i n t ', e o r. P n i1 n ,.; i n r Ll r s .- 0 c i <1 I l i t t l e c r o I i  r s  . 
1 :1 n v e  s e e n  t li i s  n c, w  f c- r  t '1 e  :;1 a n v  y P ., r s  , ri v e  h e 0 ri · c o n n e c t e r t o  
t '1 i s  s e :r. i n a r ·✓ ( r1 n r. i t  h a s  b P e n  t o e l c n c ! ) .  F i r s t  i t  w:i s i n c l u s i v " 
l a n c u ;:i n c , o c e r e n n i � l  r � v 0 r i t e .  T � e n  ::i s e a r c ,  f o r  n r n f e s s o r s  w'1o 
w i l l  b e  o f  a r1 i f f l! r e n t :na !.c e u n  t l-i a n  t '1 0 s e  ,,, , 0  [' r e (1 om i n a t e  h e r e .  
T �1 e n a s e A r c '1 f o r n n e ··" p r e s i r e n t w h ;:i t r:i u A l i f i c a t i o n  s w i l l 
d e t e r ,Tt i n e t h a t c '1 c i c e , !"' r 0 f e s s i o ,, .,_ I c r n c 1 i t i c ci l ? 11 ca  i n , a r e w e 
d e n om i n A t i o n n l o r c v a n 1J e l i c a l c ., t '1 o l i c s ? ' ;  h a t o t h P. r s t c r -:! s h a v e n ' t 
W C  f a  c e0 .? 

W!-ia t i s  t h e '"i e a r t  o f  t ;1 e  ma t t e r  i n  t � i s  l a t e s t  t emn e s t ?  \\'h r1 t  
s h ,d l we cl o t o b u  i 1 ci u p c c rnm u n i t y ? F o r e v e n i f we h ct v e a l w ::i y s 
h a d  a li a r d  t i :11e c r e a t i n g co rmr.1 1 n i t y ,  -, t  l e a s t  t '1 i s  y e a r  i t  11 ct s n e t  
b e e n  b r u s h e d  u n d e r  t h e c a r p e t .  W e  h a v e  s ;i i <i t � a t  s or.:e t h i n o i s  
w r o n i:? ;  I wo q d e r  whv i t  t o o k  s o  l o n q ?  

l h e c1 r d  t wo i d e ;:i s  a t  o u r  c omrn1 1 n i t v m e e t i n i:, t 11 a t '1 .1 v E> t o  ,._, e  
w I! 1 l t :, o u <:. h t o 11 t i f e v e r t h e y " r e t c b e t , e ,_., a v we s h o u l d c; c t o 
w a l 1< i n  n e w n e s s  o f  l i f e o n  t h i s  c a m p u s .  " n e  Q e r s c n  rn e n t i o n c -1 
m o r a l c '1 a r a c t e r , ;:i n o t '1 e r <:l i s c i fl l i n e r1. n rl s ;:i c r i f i c e • T h e v � o t 11 
s a i d  i n  e f f e c t ,  " I t ' s  n o t  a n  e -, s y  w c- r rl t o  'l e :'l_ r , i s  i t ? " 1110 , l 
t !1 i n !< n o t , n o t w h e n i t i s c o ,  1 c h e ,:I i n t e r m s t '1 a t a r e e a r n e s t , a n d 
ve t s p o � e n  mo r e  l i k e  c om� ., n �  t lia n p r om i s e . 

L e t me j u s t  o l e a d  f o r  t li e  c c1 s e  t '1 n t e v e r v t h i n � t '1 � t we c c- h f' 
rl c n e  i n  l o v e .  l f  we ;:i r e t o  h a v e  c o,r.mu n i t y ,  c:i r 10 i f  t 11 -, t c om1r• 1 1 n i t •, 
i s  t o  h rl. v e  3 l-i i q ;1 e r  mo r a l  c '1 n r a c t f! r , t o  � e  rl i s c i p l i n e ri ,  a n d  rr.n '< e 
s 3 c r i f i c e s  , t ·, e s  e a c t i o n s  w i 1 1 � o n c w  '1 e r  P \,, i t , o tJ t l o v e  • '.•! P :a. 11  s t 
'< n cw Go rl I o v e s u s , ;i n rl t h ;1 t b c c a u s e o f t '1 a t -.v e c a n 1 o v c o u r s e 1 v � s 
a n d  e ;:i c h  c t :1 e r .  

�1 ow t '1a t i s  a s n i r i t u a l  q u e s t ,  <1 n<i a s  s 0 rnc o n e  p o i n t e c ou t ,  
t , e r e  a. r e  :n a n y  r 0 r1 d s  t. c  o o  t o  f i nr! ;i s p i r i t • r n l rl i s c i n l i n e f o r  
o n e s e l f .  � u t  n f :i u l t  t '1 n t h a v e  s e n s � d  i n  c u r  � e n e r � t i o n c f  t � P 

C !'1 u r c ., i s t !i a t we s e e 1( o 1J t a n s ·, c h o  l o q i c a  l o r r o 1 i t i c a.  I e x p  e d i e n  t 
t c c u r e  a s p i r i t 1 1  a 1 i l l .  I t i s w '1 a t ;:i i l s t ;1 e E '-C .A ; i t i s IA/ '1 -i t 
a i l s t ,  e c A l l p r o c e s s  ;:i � I h a v e  s e e n i t a n  cl e x  c e r  i e n c  e d i t • 

T '.1 o s � ,., h c .1 t t e n  rl c d a r e c e n  t s y n o  --1 r e  t r e "! t s a w  t '1 i s '1 ;:i p r e  n i n 
p l a i n  v i e w ,  a s  t h e p r � s r n t e r s  s c u o '1 t  t c  h c l r.- 1 1 s  c u r _  o u r  " emc t i c n n l 
b ,1 � o a q e " w i t , o u t d e v e l o r> i n o a n v 1< i n d c f t r u s t i n Q r e l n t i o n  s :, i fl 

w i t ,  u s .  T'-1 e s t u d e n t s  . ...,er e  d e c i r! e d l y  W;J r y  c f  a Q r o u p  t 'l a t wo u l d 
l a t e r  e v ;:i l u n t e  u s  a s � i n q i f  we c c u l d  s h a r �  s c� e  d e e p  h u r t s  w i t h c u t 
t e 1 l i n  q u s  '1 cw t '1 e y ;r. i � 11 t rl f' a l w i t ri t '1 e m .  T '1 A n  I< f u l I v , t h e  c a n  d i <i r1 c y 
c c ir.rn i t t e e  h e a r r  t li a t f e a r  a n r. c o n f <> s s e d  t , a t  t l1 e v  h a cl :r. i s u s e c' 
t h e i r  a u t li o r i t v .  I h P. l i c v P.  s o •r.e '1 e ,1 l i n o  f i i:-1  t a '< e  r l :1 c e . 

n u t  I 1-ia v e  ii e n r r  t h n t  s n xe f c � r  e x r r e s s e� ...,h P n  i t  w;:i s d e c i d e � 
t li a t f a c u l t y · ... c. u l r  •, � v e ;:i c r u c i ;:i l  r o l e i n  ev;, l u n t i n o c a n c! i r ct t t=' S 
f o r  ir. i n i s t r v .  T r 1 1 s t  w i l l  ry e  c r u c i a l  i n  o u r  !l r..., r e l .:i t i n n s h i p s , 
-'l n rl t h c> t t r u s t a n rl f ;1 i t 11 -_.., i l 1 0 n 1 v f l <' '" f r r. CT l o v e • 1 1 e h fl v e t o 
l o v e o n e ;:i n o t h e r • T Ii :i t i s s c ., r �✓ , t r. 0 , h u t t i s .J n i ,p n e r ., t i v e 
t '1 a t i s f i 1 l e r  w i t !i '1 o n e ,1 n rl r. r c rr, i s r t ·, ., t ,1 � r c ;:i t " o r  rl ,.., i 1 1 c o  ;11 c 
0 u t o f c u  r cl i s c i r l i n e a n cl s :i c r i f i c p t :1 c .., ''"" l i f e t 11 n t J c s u s 
p r c :n i s e � . l\ nr i s n ' t  t l1 -, t wc r t li t '1 e  n r e s 0. n t ,,., i n  w e ' l l  h a v e  t 1..' c c, 
t h r c u � �  ? A s r. u r -.,, i c! • ..., P. s t t=' r n 1< i  n m i Q 11 t s r1 v , v c 1 1  � e t ! • 

f) v 1_,, n s  .. " l c :,,: i s  
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Guest. :for Who..-t ?  
QvGSt . • • for Comtnuni+y.  

"Oh, they ' re just a bunch of militant , radical ,  kanikaze 
feminists . "  "Oh, quest,  that ' s just a bunch of men haters . "  
These are just two examples of c omments I have heard, b oth this 
year and last ,  describing Quest .  Unf ortunately these opini ons 
have had quite a bit of fol l owing here . Equally  unf ortunat e is  
the fact that these opini ons are ofter. expressed by pe ople wh o 
haven ' t  been involved with Quest. 

I have to admit that after listening t o  c omments l ike these 
I, t oo, was wary of associating myse lf with a p otential group of 
"men haters" .  Since I was already over-ext ended last year I 
found it  just as easy t o  stay away. F ortuna t ely, this year a 
good friend made a pers onal appeal t o  me t o  c ome saying s "no, 
that stuff is  just not true,  please c ome . "  Ny fri end was 
abs olutely c orrect , but if it hadn ' t  been f or that appeal it  may 
have been just as easy f or me never t o  find out .  

When I went to  Quest ' s  first meeting this year I discovered 
a group of men and women who were indeed c oncerned with w omen ' s  
i ssues and also  with minority issues .  But most of all  I f ound a 
grouv of people from this c ommunity • . • b oth students and 
faculty • • • who were just plain c oncerned about i ssues that affect 
us a l l .  

This year that c oncern has centered around issues of 
c ommunity and problems members of this  c ommunity are 
experiencing. Because the overwhelming f ocus of c oncern was our 
c ol'TII!lunity, Quest  has -this year- decided t o  focus on those issues 
of c ommunity and will  be kno1m as "Quest • . • f or c ommunity". On 
Monday, Quest will spons or a c ommunity f orum, and depending on 
c ommunity respons e we wi ll probably d o  s o  again. 

�ly purpose in writing this article is t o  make the sa.r.ie kind 
of appeal t o  you that my friend made t o  me . I w ould like t o  say 
t o  you that Quest is not a bunch of mi litant men haters . Quest 
is  a group of students and faculty who are deeply c oncerned about 
our c ommunity and are c ommitted t o  he lping it ' s  members t o  heal 
i t .  Please ,  c ome and see for yourself • • • I ' m  glad I did. 

-Heather Bumstead 



Th i s  has been q u it e  a mon t h . As  mo s t  of vou k now bv 
now . 3 concern arose at a Student A s soc i a t i on meet i n g  that 
there were stuaen t s , both  s i ng l e and  marr iea who were 
hav i ng f inanc ia l  d if f i cu l t ies , o f t en to t n e  p o in t  o� b e ing  
f �rced t o  dec iae be�we9n o � v 1 ng b i l l s  or bu . 1 ng orocer ie s . 
Much h a s  occured s i n c e  tn is oroc l em was f ir s t  broug h t  to 
l 1 g n t . Meet in g s  wer � h e l d .  concern s were sn arec . aonat ion s  
were g en erous l y g iven , ana a f ood ban ►  was estab l ished here 
on c ampus . 

I n  d e a l i n g  w i th th i5 soec if ic ccnc 2rn , manv other 
concerns were ra i:ed . Wh i l e  these  concerns were var i ed , I 
th in� they a l l have a common root in a concern f or 
c ommun ity . At a meet ing of  Quest a f ew wee� s age , t h i s  
conc ern was acted upon , and Quest w a s  reshaoed . I t  is now 
c a l l ed Quest . . .  f or Commun ity ,• I n  f ut ure years th is 
comm i tt ee mav serve d if f erent need s , but  f or now t h e  f ocus 
is on f il l ing what seems to be a ser ious def ic ienc y : peop l e 
here want t o  f ee l  a greater sens e  o f  c ommun ity . 

When I f irst began represen t i ng s t udent s '  c onc ern s ,  I 
conf ess t h at I went int o  it f ee l ing as  t h ough I h ad to f ight  
an  enemy . However , in ref l ec t i n g  on what has haopened in 
the l ast f ew week s , I see many h a n d s  who h ave j o ined 
together t o  meet the n eeds of  t h is c ommun ity ,  and I am g iven 
hope . The crowd that showed uo f or Quest ' s  Ooen Forum in 
the  ref ectory proves to  me that  we a o  indeed have a 
commun itv here . The recep t i v e  response I and other student s  . . 
have rec e ived f rom the  adm in is t r at ion , f ac u l t v , staf f , and 
board of d irectors p o in t s  to the m in istry that  does indeed 
haopen here . Th i ngs  are h appen ing , c h �nges have occurred , 
peop l e are 1 i sten ing . When addre s s i ng the  b oard of  
a irectors , I t o l d them that I c on s ider  them my partners in 
mi n istry , and I hope that  t h is i s  an image we c an a l  1 snare . 
We are a l l partners i n  m in i stry . and  I am d i: tres sed when I 
real iz e that  we do not t ru s t  each  other , as was p o in t ea out 
at t h e  Open Forum . I see t h is t ru t h  p l av i n g  it se l f out i n  
many ways . W e  are of t en conv inced that  t h e i r  synod ic a l  
c omm i t t ee s  nave on l v  d en ia l  on t h e ir m inas . CPE is v i ewed 
w ith d istrust , f in anc i a l  a id is 5 een as a mysterv , p eop l e  
are afra id to ooen uo t o  each other  f or f e ar of l ater 
r�pr isa l , compet it ion f or grades is s t if i  d esp i te our 
pas s / f a il svstem . 

And vet , I have hope , and I am  c on v inced that  t h e  
maJ o r  i tv of  other;; on th 1 5 camp u s  have h ope a;; we 1 1 • The 
very f ac t  that peoo l e ar� t a l � ing to one  another and 
re ;;oond ing to one another , i ns t 2ad of ;; imo l v oush 1 nq 
commun 1 t v as i de as an unat t a 1 nao l e  ide a l  g i ves  me that  hoo e .  
We must b e  pat ie�t  w ith one anotner ; c h a n g e  t ak e s  t ime. Y et 
we h ave started on what I see a s  a f i r s t  s t eo and I want t o  
tnanw everyone who 1 s  part ic 1 oat i n g  i n  t n a t  J ourn ev.  I 
won · t  beg i n  t o  name names bec ause I ' d 1 nvar 1 ab l v l eave 
someone out . . .  there have been so many oeop l e who h ave 
resoonded 1 n  so manv wavs . Thank you t o  vou a l l and k now 
that  the  commun 1 tv aoorec iates vour ef f ort s .  And . in i t  
a l  1 , 1 et u s  not f orget 1-.1hv 1•JE are h ere  and 1-ihat  needs t o  b e  
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our f ocus : Our Lord 3nd Sav i or J�su5 Chr i st has prom i sed t o  
b e  w it h  us  . . .  w e  d on ' t  h a v e  a l  1 t h e  answers . none o f  us ! We 

need to  k eep return i ng to our baot i sm and p art i c i pate  i n  
Word and Sacr 3ment . . .  that  1 s  where true c □mmun i t y . b eg 1 n 5 . 

--- T a m i  f;'uh-f 

; Soc ia l  Ac t ion N e,vs 
The Soc i al Act i on Comm i ttee  would l ike to  extend a 

Thank You to the sem i nary  communi ty  who h e lped make Inter
national  N ight a spec i a l  eve n i ng for  s tudents f rom abroad . 

During the month o f  October , Soc i a l  Act ion  attempted 
to  r a i s e  the commun i ty ' s  awareness on the  need of a f f ord
able  h ous ing i n  the Un i ted States . In cooperat i on w i th 
Adams  County H ab i tat  for  H uman i t y ,  vo l un teers f rom the 
H i l l got down and d i r t y  ( l i te r a l l y) at 1 3 5  West Street , 
Gettysburg , where  the current proj ect  i s  only weeks from 
comp l e t i on. The beloved D r .  Roge r  Gobel  and h i s  lov e l y  
w i f e , Trudy , prov ided cof fee  and donut s  f o r  the dusty crew. 
On October 27 , a road t r ip to  P enn State  to  h e a r  M i l l a rd 
Ful ler , founder and pre s i dent o f  H ab i t a t , was sponsored b y  
Soc i a l  Act ion . 

I n  November , Soc i a l  Act i on i s  sponso r i ng a group from 
P arents FLAG ( P arents and F r i ends o f  Lesb ians and Gays ) 
from the Har r i sburg area  t o  speak on campus .  Two moth e r s  
and a Lutheran counselor  w i l l  be  h e r e  to  t a l k  w i th u s  about 
the i r  experi ences and about h ow we can h e lp fur ther  our 
understand ing of the gay commun i ty. Th i s  group w i l l  be w i th 
us on Tuesday , November  6 th a t  7 : 00 pm i n  the coffee  shop. 
The commi t tee a lso  plans  to  share  educat i onal  mater i a l s  
about h o�osexua l i ty and h omophob i a . A mov i e  w i l l  be  shown 
in mid- November. The mov i e  i s  ent i t led , Maur i ce ,  and i s  
based on the novel o f  the  s ame name b y  E. M. Forster . The 
f i lm explores ten s i ons , soc i a l  pressures , and j oys of  a 
h omosexua l relationsh ip. Because  th i s  mov i e i s  not ra ted , 
parents should be  adv i sed that  the mov i e  conta i n s  some nud
i t y . M a r i e  Kruger w i l l  be  h appy to answer  any ques t i ons  you 
may h ave  pert a i n i ng to  h e r  p l anned events  in Novembe r .  

I n  December ,  Soc i a l  Act i on i n  coope r a t i on w i th the 
YWCA , w i l l  sponsor a b l ood d r ive. P lease  cons ider  g i v i ng 
the g i f t  of l i fe th i s  year. 

B r i an C Sm i th 
Soc i a l  Act i on , Cha i r  



Reflection on Student Life 

After sifting through the jLUTlbled myriad thoughts of the Sept/Oct 1 990 
Table Talk editorial several times, I had to resp:md to four particular 
sentences. '!he sentences I refer to are "It was also odd to read articles 
discussing the disillusionment of people who had cane to seminary, and the 
sense that this was not a place to cane to find carmunity or caring. I have 
heard this same thing fran people this year ! People canplain aoout the 
unavailability and the personal distance of the faculty, and the whole process 
of lumping everyone who canes to this place into one category: --student. 
'!his kioo of thing has serious repercussions, for people begin to feel kind 
of unimportant. "  

I too, like the editor, have heard the same views expressed. And I 
too, like the editor, have been disturbed by those views. However, I have 
been disturbed in a different way . 

First, "student. " What is wrong in being categorized as a "student?" 
Coes being a "student" make me unimportant, or make me feel unimportant? 
Not me! According to Webster 's Unabridged Dictionary a "student" is "a person 
who studies, or investigates; a person who is enrolled for study at a school, 
college, etc . "  Assuming that a seminary falls into the "etc" category, I 
then fit that part of  the definition of  a "sbx3ent . "  For I am enrolled for 
study at this seminary . I also am a person who studies or investigates . 
Heaven knows I study and God knows I am investigating, a whole multitude 
of things . And I have to admit I am proud of that. So, do I mioo being 
categorized as a "student?" No !  IX> the editor and others enrolled in this 
particular educational institution have a problem with being categorized 
as "stu:ients" -- "as ones who study or investigate, as ones who are enrolled 
for study?" IX> the editor and others object to being enrolled in this 
particular educational institution? IX> the editor and others object to 
studying and investigating? I know I do not, for here, today, I am a 
"stinent. " And I have no problem being "lumped" into that category . 

Second, "the unavailability and perscntl distance of the faculty." 
Is the editor talking al:x::>ut the same faculty with whan I have dealt? I find 
that extremely difficult to believe. I have never found a faculty member 
"unavailable or perscmal.ly distant. "  Yes, at times it has been difficult 
to get to see a faculty member to talk to them, due to their schedule or 
mine (which is usually the problem ) but they have always found the time. 
And I am not referring to those with whan I currently had classes -- but 
any faculty person -- for any reason. I have found faculty "available" any 
time -- day or night -- to discuss classwork, personal problems or concerns, 
or to give input in a discussion with fellow classmates. I have not 
experienced "persalcll distance" with this faculty. In all my previous 
educational experiences, I have never found a faculty with whan I could 
have both a professor/student relationship and a peer relationship. And 
this extends to the support staff as well . '!he opinion of the editor and 
others reminds me of  the slogan "If God seems far away, who moved?" 

'lhird, "cumunity. " W wU <..Utk) horo C'X1''1f'Cti1 1y " r .. ,,dy-m,,dc, 11<Xflmlmt t y" 
that will open its anns and welcane us, irrmediately making us a part of it? 
IX> we expect "them" to provide that "camuni.ty" for us? Perhaps we need 
to take a part in creating that "camuni.ty. " IX> I think that everyone here 
is part of a one-big-happy-family "camuni.ty?" No. Co I want that? No!  
Am I part of  "camuni.ty" here? Yes . Actually, part of  several . Each one 
is distinct in itself and all overlap to varying degrees. And all exist 
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because I and others took the time and resp:)nsibility to build that 
"cxmmmity. " "QJmnmity" does not autanatically happen, you have to \,IOrk 
at it. 

Fourth, "caring. "  There is a great deal of "caring" here . I have 
experienced it many times. I have personally received "caring" fran both 
faculty and students. As I went through the tunroil of being a first year 
seminarian and all the questions and doubts and struggles that can involve, 
I experienced the "caring" of fellow students . People, who understood and 
"cared" enough to help me sort out the questions and to begin to search for 
the answers.  People who hurt and struggled with me. And I also experienced 
the "caring" of faculty . People who "cared" enough to be concerned, to worry, 
to push and prod and to be there to not only help me sort out the questions, 
but also to p:)Se the questions and to help me to begin to search for the 
answers . No matter what time--day or night. And again these were not just 
faculty with whan I had classes. 

Actually, my canplaint would be the other way. Sanetimes I feel there 
is too much "caring" here . Or at least what sane perceive to be "caring" 
and what I perceive to be intrusive and srrothering. I am referring to those 
who are so intent on "playing pastor" that they haven 't taken the time to 
learn what ''caring'' is. 

And so far this year, I have experienced a tremendous outp:,uring of 
"caring. "  During pre-session, I received sane very disturbing news and am 
currently going through a difficult time. Faculty members have been super 
in their concern and "care. " And not just those who are currently my 
professors, but all, with whan I have shared this pain, have been there and 
have continually expressed their "care" and concern. And not just faculty, 
but support staff as well . And my fellow students . How do I begin to 
describe the love and "care" I have felt from you? It is impossible. I 
probably expected my closest friends to "care" and be there for me.  And 
they have been. And I thank God and ask Him to bless each and everyone of 
them .  I did not expect those that I would "categorize" as ac:quaintances 
to show such "care. "  And I certainly never expected those to whan I was 
much less than "caring" toward in the past would show me such "care. " For 
the way I have treated them, I ask God's forgiveness and theirs . For the 
way they have treated me, I .::isk God's  blessing up:)n them. 

There is a lot of  "caring" here . "Ask, and it will be given you; search, 
and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone 
who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened. " (Mt. 7 : 7 -8, NRSV) 

PATRICIA D. HENDRIO<S 



''Amen'", Daddy 
"Amen , Da ddy" . "God i s  g reat! " The se a re some things my 

chi l d  say s  in chu rch in a ddi tion to a sking f o r  crayons 
an dcolo ring book s, cookie s and cracke rs, pape rs and pen ci l s .  
A bapti ze d chi l d  o f  God, not yet two , ha s a place i n  wo rship.  

Howe ve r, the semina ry chapel i s  not a cousti ca l l y  chi l d
f riendl y . When my chi l d  sh rie k s  "Mine ! " ,  hea ds begin to tu rn 
an d you noti ce a few sympa the ti c smi le s .  K i ds ju st a ren 't ma de 
to si t sti l l  fo r two hou rs.  As the chi l dren rustle o r  f re t, 
the poo r pa ren t  tri e s  to comfo rt and  qui e t  them . The neighbo ring 
pa ri shione rs shi f t  f rom sympa thy to annoyance .  The con ce rne d  
look s seem to tran sfo rm i n to accusing gla re s .  They seem to say 
"Why di dn 't you lea ve tha t chi l d  e l sewhe re ? "  

To be hone st wi th you ,  we tri e d  to lea ve ou r chi l d  
e l sewhe re . Howe ve r, she became a g i ta te d  an d wa s upse tting o the r 
chil dren i n  the nu rse ry .  So now the di l emma : do we take ou r 
chi l d  a long to chu rch, o r  do one of  u s  stay home wi th he r? 
We opte d to take he r to chu rch; l a te r, a n d  not much late r  a t  
tha t, we f e l t  we ha d cho sen unwi se l y . W e  f e l t  a l i enate d  f rom 
the a ssemble d  cong regation beca u se of  the i r rea ction to ou r 
chi l d's di stra cting beha vio r .  

My wi fe remo ve d o u r  chi l d  f rom the sanctua ry to the 
entrywa y ,  whe re clo se d  doo rs wou l d  hi de ou r daughte r's boi ste rou s  
beha vio r, only to be a ske d by ano the r pa ri shione r, " Is thi s 
the nu rse ry ? "  ( The pa ri shione r wa s not ca rrying a chi l d . ) "No , "  
she repl i e d, " thi s i sn ' t  the nu rse ry , but Ruthie wou l dn't stay 
a t  the nu rse ry thi s e vening . "  Thi s wa s a l l  too much and Sha ron 
took Ruthie home . 

Hone stl y ,  we try to re spe ct a se rene wo rshi p e n vi ronmen t. 
E vening eucha ri sts don ' t  make thi s ve ry e a sy .  We woul d l i ke 
to a t  least sen se tha t the cong rega tion i s  no t aga i n st u s  a s  
we try to mini ste r to ou r chi l d. Sha ron and  Ruthie mi sse d 
fellowship a t  the Lo rd's Table a n d  I f e l t  cu t o f f  f rom them . 

Why don't we con si de r  something tha t may be too fam i l i a r 
to u s? 

An d they we re bringing chi l dren to him ,  tha t he might 
tou ch them ; an d the di sci pl e s  rebuke d them . Bu t when 
Je su s  saw i t  he wa s i n dignant, and  sai d  to them , "Le t 
the chi l dren come to me , do not hin de r  them ; f o r  to 
su ch belong s the kingdom of  God. " T ru l y ,  I say to you ,  
whoe ve r doe s  not recei ve the kingdom of Go d l i ke a 
chi l d  sha l l  no t ente r i t . " An d he took them in hi s a rms 
an d ble sse d them , laying hi s hands upon them. Ma rk 1 0: 1 3 -
1 6 .  

In Ma rk , the go spel wri te r  po rtra y s  the di sci pl e s  a s  people 
who j u st don 't pe rcei ve the go spel me ssage . They don ' t  ge t 
i t. I s  ou r semina ry communi ty fol lowing thi s pa th? 

Unti l  ou r communi ty can embra ce e ve ry membe r 
uncondi tiona l l y ,  we fall  sho rt of  ou r goa l s of incl u si vi ty . 

Dougla s Knupp 
"Amen ,  Da ddy ! "  



toocJ Bank U�te. 
THE FOOD BANK I S  OPEN! ! !  The Fami l y  Li fe Comm i ttee f ina l ly was ab l e  to 

open the doors to the food bank on Monday , Oc tober 29th . Throug h  the 
genero s i ty of l oca l  churches , facu l ty ,  s tudents and the Scha l l fund , the food  
bank  i s  we l l  s toc ked . I t  i s  open  to a l l  semi n a ry s tudents and  the i r  fam i l i e s .  
You D O  NOT have to b e  s ta rv i ng to u se i t .  I f  you are hav i ng troub l e  squeez i ng 
ou t money for b i l l s ,  go i ng throu gh a roug h  pe riod r i ght now , need to suppl ement  
your Sunday d i nners ( wh i c h  a re not  prov i ded i n  the refecto ry) , o r  j u s t  p l a i n  
t i red o f  eat i ng macaron i  a nd c heese three t i mes  a week , we a re here to serve you ! 

I have hea rd qu i te a few comments  to the effec t of  ' d i d n ' t  they know that 
they wou l d  have to make sacr i f ices when they c ame to semi n a ry? ' .  Someone to l d  
me tha t  i f  they wou l d  become s i ck  r i ght  now tha t they wou l d  no t have enough  
money to go  to  see a doc to r .  I 'm not sure i f  one shou l d  have to sacri f i c e  th i s  
muc h .  The Fami l y  Li fe comm i ttee cannot so l ve eve rybody ' s  f in a nc i a l  prob l ems , 
but hopefu l l y hav ing  a food bank open on c ampus w i l l  hel p take the edge o ff o f  
the sacri f i c i ng one mus t  do to ge t throug h  sem i n a ry .  

The food bank i s  l oc ated i n  the  baseme n t  o f  the  refectory .  Pl ease e n te r  by  
the basement  door fac i ng the l i bra ry . Joe Co tner wi l l  have the food ba nk  open 
dur ing  the hou rs l i s ted be low or by appo i n tmen t  ( 3 34- 0783 ) .  As a lways , donat i o ns 
for the food ba nk  can  be d ropped off  a t  the c hape l o r  the coffee  shop o r  g i ven  to 
one o f  the members o f  the Fami l y  L i fe comm i t tee ( Joe a nd Do nna Cotner, Je ff a nd 
Ka ren Bohan ,  Lee and Ann Brumba ck ) .  

FOOD BANK HOURS 

fvhNDAY 12:30PM TO 1:30PM 

TUESDAY 5 :00PM TO 6:00PM 

WEDNESDAY 10 :15PM TO 11 : 15PM 

Give B lood-The 1nost  Pree i ous Gi f t  

T '1 i s  v e a r  t :i e  S c c i -, 1  6 c t i c n Cc rnrn i t t e e 0 f  r, r c r 

i s  t e a r;; i n ,, U !)  w i t ', t '1 •? Y':'c .-1. f o r ., C1 r i s t mn s  
P l o odrnob i l P .  � e,r.e,r. b P r  C h r i s t ,r,P s ?  T , e  t i me 0 f  
t h e y e a r w i t h  r e - r u n s  o f  a l l t '1 o s e  <' r e n t. 
C � r i s t m� s  s p e c i � l s  n n �  � 0 v i c s , f u n  pa r t i e s ,  
A � v e n t '.vr e a t h s , a n d  " v i s i o n s  c f  s u r:: a r r l u :r s ? "  

I t  i s  A l s o t h e t i m e  o f  t h e  v e n r f o r  l i f c 
t h r e a t e n i n q c a r  a c c i r e n t s  a n � c c n s e a u e n t l v , 
t h e t i m e  w � e n  t '1 e  n e e d f o r  h l o o d  i s  t h e  
Q r e a t e s t .  Tli i s  y e a r ,  � i v e t h P  c i f t  o f  b l 00 c . 
S i ,, n u D :1 t t :, e h 1 1  l 1 e t i n r, o r1 r r f o r a t i m"  • I t 
i s i ;;; r.-c r t � n t t o s i c- ri u p  i n <1 d v 1 n c c s o t •, c r,, c c4 
C r o s s w i l l !< n o '-" h o w  m n n y n u r s e !'i t 0 s c n l" • T , e 
h 1 o c c  rn o b  i l e w i l l t 'l '< e p l n c c  o n  I) e c e ,n h e  r 0 
b e t w e e n  1 a n d 7 p . m .  n t  t h e  Y,!C h . Cc n t ::1 c t :  
S n n c r n  Ca r l s o n  A l e x i s  

GiYE 
LiFE 



Hoinosexual : Coin pass  i on or Conde1nnat i on ? • 
I was moved to tears as I r ead " Th e  Wal k i ng Wound ed : An 

A I DS Moth er' s Story"  i n  the Februar y 1 7 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  i ssu e of The 
Lu theran . I also felt  a g r eat  deal o f  anger. I f i nd i t  
hard to bel i eve that anyone could be h eartless  enough to  
tell  a mothe r  on the  day o f  her  son's funeral that she won ' t  
s e e  h i m  i n  heaven because h e  was gay. Even more  astound i ng 
i s  the  fact that s ome fami l i es d i sown the i r  homos exual 
ch i ld r e n  to the po int  o f  not allowing them to come home for 
Chr i stmas. Unf o r tunately,  the  church s ome t i mes  s eems to  
encourag e  th i s  r e ject i o n  and mak es homos exuals who wi sh to  
b e  fa i th fu l ,  act i ve memb e r s  f eel  qu i t e  unwelcome. 

I t  i s  t ime to over come our f ears , ignorance ,  and 
p r e jud i c e  so  that we can r each out i n  love to  provide  a 
d esperately need ed mi n i s t r y  o f  r econc i l iat i on .  S ome o f  
those who f eel  that homosexual i ty i s  a s i n  a r e  att empt i ng t o  
do  t h i s .  I t  i s  a n i ce gesture  o n  th e i r  par t ,  bu t much mor e  
i s  needed . Th e church should a f f i r m  that h omos exual i ty i n  
and o f  i t s e l f  i s  no mor e  o r  less  s i nful than h e t e r o 
s exual i ty. Homosexuals can have lov i n g ,  commi t t ed 
r e la t i onsh ips wh i ch are  every b i t  as moral as h e t e r os exual 
mar r iage s ,  and h e t e r o s exuals  can engage i n  mean i ngless 
phys i cal l iasons that are  jus t  as  immoral as homos exual 
ones. We are  far too qu i c k  to brand any l i f estyl e ,  bel i e f ,  
or prac t i c e  wh i ch d i f f e r s  f r om our own as s i nful. 
Concu r r ent  w ith that b el i e f ,  at  least i n  the  cas e o f  
homos exuals , i s  t h e  v i ew that they should r epent and could 
be h e t e r os exual i f  only they  wer e  will i ng to chang e and 
would ask God for  help. As the au thor o f  the  art i cle in The 
Lutheran po ints  ou t ,  i t  i s  d i f f i cult to  bel i eve that one  
would choose  to  be homosexual wh en  that ch o i ce  enta i ls so  
much pa i n  and r e j ec t i on. Wh e r e  d id  we ever  get  the  idea 
that one ' s s exua l or i entat i on is a matter  of cho i c e ,  anyway? 
I k now I d id not s i t  d own one day and d ec i d e  to b e  
heterosexual after  we igh i ng both op t i ons ! Furthermo r e ,  I 
could not  swi tch t o  h omos exual i ty now, even i f  my f r i ends ,  
family,  and church all urg ed me to  do so. How, th e n ,  can we 
jus t i fy ask i ng th i s  o f  homos exuals? 

Those  who cond emn homos exual i ty f r equently c i t e  
b i b l i cal passages as the  bas is  f o r  th e i r  op i n i on. Wh i l e  the  
B ible  is  certai nly a good place  to  look  for  gu i danc e ,  it  i s  
important t o  k e ep i n  m i nd that verses  tak en out o f  context 
can be used to jus t i f y almost  anyth ing. The unwi l l i ngness 
o f  some churches to  orda i n  women and the  i nc i d ence  o f  Ant i 
Semi t i s m  among Ch r i st ians are  two examples o f  th i s. I n  
add i t i o n ,  the  b ibl i cal proh ib i t i ons aga i ns t  certai n  
homos exual acts mus t  b e  und erstood i n  l ight  o f  the 
h istor i cal  and cultural context in  wh i ch they wer e  wr i t ten . 
Becaus e  o f  the h igh i n fant mor tal i t y rate  and low f er t i l i ty 
rat e ,  any s exual outlet  wh i ch could not  lead to  r eproduct i on 
was f r owned upon. It i s  h ighly ques t i onabl e  to conclude 
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that the w r i ters  of  Scr i ptu r e  w e r e  conv ey ing God ' s  blanket  
condemnat i on of  h omosexual i ty. 

I t  i s  unl i k ely that all peopl e  w ill ever b e  conv inced 
that homosexual i ty i s  not a s in. Th is  sh ould not keep  us 
from min i ster ing to homose xuals and allow ing them to 
m in i s t e r  to  us. The y ,  too , are people created by  God and 
blessed w i th un iqu e talen ts and g i f ts. Not all chu r ch 
members w i ll welcome openly h omosexual persons,  but pos i t iv e  
changes can st ill b e  mad e i f  enough peopl e  are w ill ing to  
pr ocla im that God ' s lov e  e x t ends to all, and d emonstrate 
that bel i e f  by c r eat ing a truly inclu s i v e  church w i th doors  
open to  everyon e  who w i shes  to  enter  them. Many who ar e 
comfortable cond emn ing h omosexuals from a d i stance  may f ind 
i t  much more d i f f i cult when they g e t  to  know f ellow members  
who d o  not  f l t  preconce iv ed not i ons of  prom i s cu i ty or oth e r  
s t e r eotypes.  

As a church,  we  hav e  a cho i c e  to  make.  We can ma intain 
the  status quo, wh e r e  some churches have wond e r ful m i n i s 
ter i es i n  wh i ch h omos exuals a r e  a v i tal and welcome par t ,  
but most cong r ega t i ons e i th e r  r eluctantly tolerate o r  o penly 
r e ject  the i r  homos exual br oth e r s  and s i sters  in Chr i st.  We 
can cont inue the current pol i cy of  allow ing only those 
h omos exuals who are w ill ing to  vow  to be cel i bate for l i f e ,  
or who k e e p  the i r  sexual o r i entat i on a car e fully guarded 
secr et,  to b e  ordained . Th i s  i s  c e r ta inly the eas i er and 
less  con t r overs ial path to  tak e ,  but I d o  not th ink i t  i s  a 
cho i c e  that those  wh o cla i m  to  be  followers o f  Chr is t  can 
jus t i fy mak ing. 

The ch o i c e  that we  are  called to mak e ,  in my opin i on ,  
i s  t o  take a pos i t i on wh i ch v i ews homos exual i ty as a form o f  
s exual express i on equally acceptable t o  h e t e r os exual i ty in 
God ' s eyes. Th is  opt i on would do mu ch to eas e the pa in and 
h eal the d ee p  woun1s o f  gu ilt  and r e ject i on f el t  by  
h omos exuals and the i r  fam i l i es. Those  who feel called to  be  
pastors could enter  sem inary w i th out th e burden of  keep ing a 
s e c r et or prom i s ing to  forego th e joys of  a lov ing , 
comm i tt ed monogamous r ela t i onsh i p. A I DS v i ct ims could b e  
m in i s t e r ed t o  w i th compass i on unta inted by  moral judgments. 
Clearly,  th i s  latte r  path w i ll lead to  h eal ing and 
reconc iliat i on ,  wh ile the  f i r s t  cho i ce  can only l ead to 
s tagnat i on and h eartbreak. I t  is up to us to d e c id e  wh i ch 
path we  w ill take. 

Wend i Gordon 



0Pen i t  u p  . . . 
There i s  nothing  more bo r i n g  t han a one s i aea a rgumen t .  And 

there is n o t h i n g more d ec e p t i ve t nan the s e t t i n g  up of an o pen 
d i s c u s s i on and hav ing the agenda pr-ese t and the " c o r- rec t "  
v i e w po i n t assumed . 

Case in p o i n t  i s  the Soc i a l  Ac t ion Comm i t tee ' s  f un c t i on w i t h  
t he paren ts and f r i ends o f  g ay s  suppo r t  g r-oup FLAG . A l though 
adver t i sed as an open d i scuss i on , p rounc emen ts by the Soc i a l  
Ac t i o n  Comm i t tee c o n c ern ing the i s sue o f  homosexua l i ty a p pear-ed 
da i l y in the Redac tor for a week bef ore even t .  T hese " t houg h t s  
f o r  the d a y "  made i t  c l ear where t h e  d i scuss ion w a s  headed and 
wha t ,  in the · eyes of comm i t tee , was the cor rec t pos i t ion on t he 
mat ter . Any opposing o p i n i on , assuming ther-e c ou l d  be suc h a 
thing , wou l d  c e r ta i n l y  f e e l  unwe l c ome to suc h a " d i scuss i on . "  

T he seminary and our educ a t i on wou l d  be muc h be t ter se rved 
i f  t he Soc i a l  Ac tion Comm i t tee wou l d  s t o p  pon t i f i c a t i ng and 
push i n g  their agenda and seek debate on ma t ters  of  soc i a l  
c on c ern . T hey may even d i sc ov e r  tha t i f  peo p l e  ac tua l l y  t houg h t  
t hey were s ponso r i ng a tru l y  o p e n  f o rum , a t tendance a t  suc h 
even ts wou l d  re f l ec t the r i c h  v a r i e ty o f  o p i n i o n s  one f i n d s  in 
t h i s  commun i ty .  

S-vRf'lff( J�VS 
t--e su4s Up� .. ) 

J a c k  M .  Horner , J r- . 

. . ,XvoNlAnY 
YES US 

1he $12.s o BvF�E, 
(�•I iw � w--r) 

IJ 



�ear Lutheran Theo l og i c a l  Sem i n a r y  a t  Ge t tysourg : 

T h i s  i s  a s i mp l e  note o f  than k s ;  than ks ex pressed to a 
seminary that  has gone above and beyond the c a l l  o f  duty  to he l p  
f ami l i es , coup l es and i n o i v i dua l s  i n  f inanc i a l  need . 

The sem i nary , t h roug h i ts var ious g roups and i n d i v i du a l s  
suc h as the Fam i l y  L i f e Comm i t tee , the Chap l a i n , and o t her 
s ponsors o f  the Food Bank , has provided f ood and f i nanc i a l  
a s s i s tance for  t he same to my f ami l y  and o t hers i n  t h i s  
c ommun i ty .  

Thank you . 
J ac k , Joshua and I a r r i ved here i n  September w i t h  poor 

f i nanc i a l  sec u r i ty and no i mmed i a te pros pec ts of empl oymen t for  
J a c k  and  me . The  sem in ary has  been res pon s i b l e  f o r  con s ider a b l e  
a s s i s tance and suppor t ,  none o f  w h i c h  was ex pec ted . I wou l d  l i k e  
t o  recog n i z e  and ex press my apprec i a t ion t o  t h e  p a r t ies invo l ved 
in t h i s  hard work , espec i a l l y ,  Mark  O l d en burg , the Chap l a i n , Joe 
Cotner and o t hers on the Fam i l y  L i f e  Comm i t tee . 

Thank you Gettysburg , once a g a i n , for  t he generous support 
and k indness e x pressed to t hose i n  t h i s  commun i ty in n eed of 
he l p .  

V i c k y  Horner 

Gold Card for Lutlier? 

Master tlie Possibilities 
Bank Solicits 16th-Century Theologian 

By Lynda Richard!on . ..._. ........... 
It took 500 Jn", but Marton 

Lui.ha- finally has gotten the 
credit he descnes. He's been K• 
crpted for a gold ard. 

Luther, the 16th-<entury lead
er of the Reformation, r=ved a 
Idler at Luther Pia� Memooal 
Cburdl In Wuldngtoo thb week 
lnformln1 him that a gold card 
with a S6,000 aed'rt limit is now 
resened In his name. 

Martin Luther becomes part 
ol a "unique and di.,tineubhed 
lt'Ollif at OleT)' Owe Federal 

.: Sarinp Bmk. the lettetaJL 
· !'At Cbny Qiue. we rec:os

. , , iiiie and • respect your expecta-
tions, • uya the letter signed br a 
bank ._ ptt!ldent, Demm C. 

• MOl'IJIICf, "It will be Ollf greatest 
pleuare to meet and e:ttftd 
them au.• 

Bmlt ol'llciall spent :,e,tenby 
scun,in1 to unnvel the m11tery 
of how the gold card invttatlon 
was ,ent to Martin Lother, the 
Roman Catholic priest who gal• 
vanud a relirious -ment 
that led to the birth of Prote$
tsntism. An omc�I at Chevy 
Owe Federal Savings said the 

bank was trymR lo trace the let• 
ter back to ,ts source • 

But, to be sure, lhe bank's 
Renerous offer-,ncluding pur· 
:hue protection. trneJ acodent MARTIN Lumm 
insurance, •= lo cash-leg,t-
im,ies Martin Luther in a ,ny Martin Luther a gold ard. that IOflle Christiana have yet t.o think Rome should reconsider its do. attitude," said St,inbrudl. de-Luther was eircommuniated Ughted at the news rrguding the from the Roman Catholic Church new gold card Invitee on the eve • partly OTer issues of church aed· of the Reformation Festival Sea-it. ,IOft that ii obserred on Oct. 28. · The Cc�n challenged the 

Steinbrudi qwdtly fired off a Catholic practice of se�n1 lndul- ton e-in-cheek ruponx to the llfflC'S, I meant by Which alnnera ..._nr \ 
were pardoned if they contrif>. . .. 

� 

· • •· 
ated .moneyto1 au,e. , ,,,. , . ·. , '11e'e out  t.own�th

l
e:: :, 

After nai!in1 Im famous NlDe- ment reeoMn IC!fflt!! ''"'" t pr 
ty.fm: TheteS on I castle door lems In Rome with the Vatican 
challenging what he saw 19 a au• Banko Spirit� Inc�• the pastor's 
el rnone,-nisina system, Luther letter 911d. 11sne,i in the name ol . 
was drawn into dirffl conflict Martin Luther • Wife. Katherine 
with the Roman Catholic Church. Von &r.-Luther. 
The Lutheran Church was emt- "But I do know what � be 
tually founded on the doctrines hl1 atand on your propoaL S,nce 
and beliefs that he espou�. we are already offered unli�ited . 

The Rn. John Steinbruck, free aedot <,race)-at no 111ler-
whose church received the let- est-24-hour customer aer• 
ter. aid that he is Impressed •ice-with no VISA required and 
with the gold ard invitation. The eternal life Insurance tossed fn 
prcachet- ii not so sure he can for the sheer love of us, we enjoy 
get one for himself. u 'preferred' • status II we wul 

"II Chevy Chase sees lit to live ever need." 



Dear Gabby; 
[le :i.r Gabby : 

My sp ouse and I rec 2nt l v  moved onto c amous . However , I 
have · a  orob l em that mayoe you cou l d h e l o w i t h . Whenever we 
have se:-: I f ee l  :; ,:J g u i  l t. · 1 . The : em i n arv i s  5 uc h  h o l  v -�round 
and af ter  a l l mv soouse w i l l  be a m i n i 5 t er -a hol v oer son . 
What shou l d I do? 

-Troub l ed on Sacred Ground 

Dear Troub l ed :  
You ' re h av i ng sex ? C�n s i d er your :e l f  f ortunat e . The 

gu i l t  w i l l  p a s s  when you come to rea l i z e  that t h i s  commun i t y  
1 s  someth i ng q u i t e  short o f  sacred . I f  t h e  g u i l t  doesn ' t  
pass , wr i t e  aga i n  ( and coul d you i n c l ude more deta i l s  n e xt 
t i me ??? ) 

.Jea 1 OLlS 1 y Yours , 
Gabby . 

Dear Gabby : 
I ' m 

they are 
my m i nd . 

I ' m 

hav i n g  some troub l e w i th my Synod . I f ee l  t h at 
t r y i n g  t o  t r i ck me i n t o  b e l i ev i n g  that  I have l ost 

Have you heard th i s  comp l a i n t  b e f ore? 
af ra i d  that t h ey m i gh t  be r i g h t . 

-Scared at Sem i n ary 

Dear Sc ared : 
I f  you t ak e  your synod too ser i ous l y �ou probab l y w i l  I 

l ose your m i nd . Just remember 5ynod i s  o ronounced  S I N-ODD 
< need I say more ? )  . 

Dear Gabbv : 

Sympathet i c a l l y  yours , 
Gabby . 

I understand that  the Food Bank nas e: :  oanaed  i t ' s  
serv i ces . l s  there any cause f or c on c ern regard i n g  t h i 5  
chan g e ?  E so ec i a l  l y  1 n  1 i gh t  of t h e  current S�L cr i 5 i s  wh i c h  
was the resu l t of s i m i l i ar expan s i on ?  

-Sat i s f i ed but Nervous 

Dear S �' N :  
Gee , I f ee l  as 1 f  your s i gnature shou l d have been on mv 

f i rst  l et t er . . . but I d i gres s . I understand your worrv . but 
I don ' t  th ink  there i s  any c ause f or c on c ern un l ess someone 
on the f am i l y  1 i f e  comm i t tee  i s  r e l at�d to George Bush . . . 

PLEHSE vJF. I TE TO 
PLEASE F:EMEMBEf; 
REF'F.·ESENT THOSE 
STAFF ' 

Your f a i th f u l  watchdog . 
Gab b y . 

GA88'( C/0  TABLE TALK . AND F'LEASE , F·L��SE , Xi 
THAT GABB Y ' S  OP I N I ONS DO NOT NECESSAR I L Y  1 
OF GETTY SBURG SEM I NARY OR OF THE TABLE TALK \ 

� f 

■ 



Friends 
l -b U mo1t.e. -U11 p o� :to h.a..v e. ,6 JU..e.n.d-b 01t. :to b e. a. F ue.n.d ? The. 
:tJt.u..:tk u ,  U u -i..mp o -b-b�b.l,z,. :to h.a.v e..  6 JU..e.n.d-o w�ou..:t. b un.g 
on.e..  Thu Jt.e..a..u...:ty h.a.-b b e..c.ome. v -i.. v ,l,d t.o me. . The. t.;w.e. 6 JU..e..nd 
u a. wa,..,un -6mile.. , a..n. ou..t.-b..t.Jt.<Z..-:tc.he..d h.a.n.d , a.n.d t.o v�g h<Z..a..Jt.t. , 
ma.n.y :t,l,me..-6 we t.a..h.e.. ou..,� 6 1t. L�n.d-b 6 0 �  gJt.a.n..:t�d . Whe..n. on.e. 
e.�p1t.W-bW a.dv e..��t.y 0 6  a.Jty lu..n.d

1 
:the.. t.o-b� o� a. t.o v e..d on.e. , 0 1t. 

U ln.W-b , a. 6-u<2.1td �!i t. Ute. a.. Jta..Y o 6 -6u..n.-6h .. Ln.e. . F U<Z.ttd-bMP u 
a..n. �t.e.Jta..c..t.-i..01t 0 6  -l o v e..  6 o Jt.  o n. e.  a..11.o t.hQ..Jt. WMC.h G o d  ha..-6 g-i..v e.11.. 
:to e.a...ch 0 -6  LJ..-6 .  How we. ma.h..e. u...,!ie. o 6 :thu a..bil.-U:y .l..o u..p :to 
e.a...c.h 06 LJ..-6 .  T o  me. a.. 6 JU..e.n.d u a.. wa..,un b.t.a..n.h.<Z..-:t 0 6  com6 oJL.t 
.:th.a...:t I ca..n. WJt.a..p my ..t.Jt.ou..b.te./2 � a..n.d 6 Ln.d :the.y me.U a.wa.y . 
0 6 .:te.n. a..n. u..n.e..�p e..c.:te.d vuU 6 1t.om a. 6 JU..e.n.d d o e./2  mu..c.h :to 
b JU.. g h:t e.n. o tvt.. d a.. y . P e.Jt.h.a.. p -6 we.. -6 ho u...td :t.Jt.y ha.Jt.d e.Jt. :to b e. a. 
6 JU..e.n.d . 

Sa.n.dJt.a.. G-i..de.on. 
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HOW I PREPARE MY HEAR!' FOR IDLY CONt-mNICN 
Tim Craven August 2-J, 1989 llPm - 2 »�, Ephrata, Pennsylvania 

while listening to old Bob Dylan records 

Me: 

Pastor, I keep having this rec'!.lrring nightmare 
which flashes through my brain every time I receive Holy Communion 
especially when I receive it by intinction: 

I 'm  an old man sitting on the porch horrified. 
I keep rocking back and forth talking to the pizza delivery boy, 
"No one can read any more. No one can read any more. No one can read any more. " 

Meanwhile, my nurses, who are all Nintendo freaks 
working their way through Cosmetology School 
are hiding in the laundry room snorting Ajax 
and discovering a cure for the common cold 

Then a drunken blonde woman in neon orange s mrts 
spits in the face of Descartes \olho is in the chair next to me drooling 
and won ' t  move bis checkers until he bas proven they exist 
and always keeps asking, "What day is this? Is tre weathe r cool? " 
The blonde screams at him, 
"Information bas been redefined as a rap CD stolen by an eight year old drug addict! " 

Divorced children wit h  wooden legs form bicycle gangs and terrorize the Jaycees , 

17. 

Hy college room mate, Zap Comes, and her boy friend, Info Burning, the Lebanese lab tech 
invite me to a little party on West College Avenue 
There nowers explode and self-expression dances in the hallway with the refrigerator. 
I cut in and mistakenly dance with the refrigerator ..mo is wearing glasses but can cook. 

Pastor, should I have guilt feelings when I tell my girl friend 
that I ' m  uncomfortable talking to my second wife about my first wife 
or should I just get a desktop computer with organizational skills 
to manage my social calendn: and simply sleep with the waitress from the diner 
on New Years Eve? 

I ' m  not the person I used to be 
In fact, I never was the person I used to be 
I only found out yesterday that the person I used to be 
was seen --list night leaving a bus stat ion in New Mexico 
\olith a bro\oTll paper bag under his arm 
Sometimes when I get up early in the morning 
I have an unexplainable desire to drive to Philadelphia and make Tasty Cakes 
Actually tor .as� lona,,aa :I.-��·�J'AGllbor .I!Te &l.vayw · been someone I haven 't  n:et yet 

I drea�t I was a football on the opponenis one yard line 
History is changing her clothes in a pr.one booth. Herstory: 
I dreamed I yas impotent and yent to the doctor. 
She said I had a microscopic tattoo on my penis.  
Sr.e put me under a cicroscope and exarr.ined me closely. 
''What does it say-? 11 I asked. 11Asse�bled in Macau, 11 she said. 
We married and honeymooned there where she took me ape.rt. 



I 

HOW I PREPARE HY HEART FOR HOLY CO•'.NUNICN 
Tim Craven page tvo 

I vent to the grocery store 
and discovered a group of fifteen 7ear old clerks and stockboys 
having a seance by the bananas 
A pale green banana spider from F.quador 
with plaid eyes and a va.1.king cane , sort of like an 80 1 s Jimin7 Cricket, 
was being deified by American youngsters •. 
No vonder �he automobile industry in this country is falling to pieces. 

I vent to buy flea and tick powder for my dog and found it had been replaced 
by a nev line of Pet Ouija Boards .  
A Puerto Rican man with a turban and sandals 
vas sitting by the floor near the Coke machine 
interpreting the meaning of Oxydol crystals. 
I asked him which phone company I should pick. 
Then I opened a letter from my Mother who said she ws starting to feel old 
and wished everyone ws Republican because nol?ody made any sense any more. 
Ministers are wearing colored shirts am atht•sts are dressing in black. 
People are getting cooler and the Earth is getting hotter. 
Either tr.is is the : Great Reversal talked about in the G•spel of Luke 
or Donald Trump will soon be President. 
Donald Trump wants to be President. 
All I wnt to do is drive a taxi at 2 .AM in state College, Pennsylvania 
and take drunk people home safely 
I think doing that would make this a better world somehow. 
what do you think, Pastor? 

Pastor: 

I think that stress is the devil ' s  champagne 
It bubbles like the bends inride our veins 
It ' s  the drink of choice to exorcise post-modern satanic anxiety attacks 
like the one you just bad here right on my couch (I 1 ll get the piper towels) . 
Teenagers now brazenly suspect that reason, the False God, has perished 
sacrificed unexplainedly on the altar of traffic jams 
and mystical daycare problems. 

I think Descartes has been sitting there waiting to make his move 
for over two hundred years and people no longer have any change left 
to put into the reason meter. spiritual gridlock/constipation 

And as for you, well as Martin Luther would have said, 
"Hy son, � fervently believe that you should trust your future to God 
because you are not in control. "  
In fact, my child, I myself am tr.ankful that you are not in control 
1 cause if you were we ' d  all be in a lotta trouble. 

Let ' s  pray • • • •  



HOW I PREPARE MY HEART FOR HOLY COMl<UNIOO' 
Tim Craven page three 

Me : 

Wait a minute. Pastor, are l.2.Y in control? 

Pastor: 

Are you kidding? God ' s  in control, not me. 
Let tr.e tell you about the dream !. keep having 
when I distribute Holy Comnrunion, especially on F.a.ster and Christmas Evet 

I dream that I go to a church council meeting and the entire council 
is in the terminal stages of cancer and loaded up with morphine 
but they still insist that they' re the only ones 
who should count the money after the service. It ' s  awful. 

The Call Committee turns out all along to be aliens 
who collect pastors like little glass sculptures 
and put them on the mantle in the firelight 
so they can read the H.m:£ I.Qll Times with Sam Donaldson 
in the dark and fractured glow of the prism. 

The little sculptures grimace eternally. 

No, you' re not in control. I ' m  not in control. 
But Communion is still valid. 

Let us  pray, 
"Thank-you Lord for reaching down and saving the crazy shitbouse rat. 11 
Amen •. 

---.....--- . .  • • 



,. -- rw 
,. .. > .. �"t. ,, 

C ,1,iJ6) 3 �:men 'I) ,, 

CD --

<t 
:J 

"Amen'' = 
Al .. -- .. 

-
"A1nen" 

(.t. 
�\ 

e-0-
I I  uaruv,, 

� �  '--� 

□ 

7 0 :  




