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WAR 
by Bob Crabb 

" The means of war i s  force , app l i ed i n  the form of organ i zed 
v i o l ence. It i s  through the use of v i o l ence .. . that we compel  our 
enemy to do our w i l l . ( V ) i o l ence i s  an essent i a l  e l ement of war ,  
and its i mmed i ate resu l t  i s  bl oodshed , destruct i on , and 
suffe r i n g .  Whi l e  the magn itude of v i o l ence may vary w ith the 
object and means of war , the v i o l ent essence of war w i l l  never 
change . . . . Thus , the object of war i s  to i mpose our w i l l  on our 
enemy. The means to that end i s  the organ i zed app l i cati on or  
threat of  v i o lence by  mi l itary force . " 1 Th i s  def i n it i on i s  
apparent l y  d r i v i ng U . S. po l i cy i n  the M i dd l e  East c r i s i s  today. 
What do you th i n k? Do you l i ke it? F i nd i t  d i sgusti ng? What 
does i t  do for you? 

The events i n  the M i dd l e  East , as e l sewhere , conti nue to 
cal l us as bapti zed Chri sti ans to exami ne the ro l e  of the Church 
i n  re l at i on to the natu re of war. It  seems to me , we are not 
tak i ng seri ous l y  the i dea that our n at i on i s  on the b r i n k  of war . 
As the rheto r i c  and preparati on for war i nc reases , a l ot of us 
seem to be pass i ve observers of the d i rect i on i n  wh i ch our 
country i s  goi ng. At ou r semi nary , the menti on of war does not 
seem to d raw any reacti on at a l l.  I th i nk our educat i on here 
shou l d  i nc l ude a d i scuss i on on the Church ' s  ro l e  i n  a nat i on 
cons i der i ng war. Does the Church have any re l evance i n  th i s  
s ituat i on ?  I wou l d  say i n  terms o f  th i s  p resent c r i ses that the 
Church has been enti re l y  i r re l evant . We are a nati on and a 
Church concerned w ith Gas , Beauty , Drugs and Food.2 

Pe rhaps our amb i v a l ence i s  due to a l ack  of understand i ng of 
war. At Gettysbu rg , we are i n  the m i dd l e  of a battl ef i e l d  where 
peop l e  fought and d i ed i n  three days of f i ghti ng. Th i s  i s  as 
good of p l ace as any to l earn someth i ng about war .  

It was i n  l ate June , 1 86 3 , a few days before the batt l e ,  
that the Army of the Potomac started i ts march to Gettysburg from 
F reder i cksburg , VA and po i nts south. As the batt l e  began , the 
march took on an extre�e sense of u rgency . For many un its ,  the 
march began every morn i ng at 5 : 30 and cont i nued unti l 9 : 30 at 
n i ght - unt i l they reached Gettysburg. T h i s  was what i s  cal l ed a 
forced march , that i s ,  a march at as fast a pace as poss i b l e. I f  
you have never been i n  a forced march before th i s  i s  what it  i s  
l i ke. The offi cers are usual l y  i n  the f ront or  at the s i des of 
two or more col umns of en l i sted i nf antry. Noncomm i ss i oned 
off i cers are wherever they want to be. T roops c l osest to the 
f ront of the col umns are wal k i n g ,  those i n  the rear often have to 
doub l e  t i me to keep up. The en l i sted l oad of food , weapons , 
ammun i t i on , wate r ,  and other equi pment i s  i n  excess of 1 1 0 lbs .  

1.Mar i ne Corps Warf ighti ng Manua l ,  ( MCCDC , 1 989 ) ,  pp. 2 and 1 2 .  

2see Sha l i n i  S. Ventu re l l i ,  " Revers i ng the Tower of Babe l " ,  
The Cresset , 54 ( Nov 90 ) :  1 5. 
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Most of t i me the march starts out w i th someone s i n g i ng cadence , 
but as the march progresses and fat i gue and pai n  sets i n ,  s i ng i ng 
stops. The NCO ' s ,  the backbone of the army , become demons , 
exhort i ng ,  encourag i ng ,  scream i ng ,  curs i n g ,  and someti mes , 
phys i cal l y  assau l t i ng the troops who cannot keep up. T hose that 
cannot keep up are e i ther car r i ed by the troops that can sti l l  
march ( a l ong w i th the i r  equ ipment ) or the i r  equ ipment i s  str ipped 
and they are l eft  for the corpsmen. I n  June/J u l y ,  1 86 3  the heat 
and hum i d i ty were h i gh ,  heat casua l t i es were dead l y ,  many heat 
related deaths occurred , but the march went on , and as a l ways , 
the m i ss i on came f i rst , even over human l i ves . 

You can f i nd out abou t  the batt l e  on your own , but here i s  a 
descr ipt i on of part of the batt l e  by an eye w i tness. Th i s  
descr ipt ion i s  of the c l i max of P i ckett ' s  charge , as the 
Confederates breach the Un i on l i ne s .  Some o f  the Un i on 
rei nforcements i n  the des c r i pt i on have j ust come up f rom the 
Wash i ngton , DC area ( 90 m i l es away ) by forced march . 

" Panti ng and shout i n g ,  the U n i on re i nforcements converge at 
the scene of the breakthrough .... Men f i re i nto each othe r ' s  
faces , not f i ve feet apart . There are bayonet thrusts , saber 
strokes , p i sto l shots ; coo l , de l i be rate movements on the part of 
some - hot , passi onate , d esperate efforts w i th others ; hand-to­
hand contests ; reck l essness of l i f e ;  tenac i ty of purpose ;  f i ery 
determ i nat i on ; oaths , y e l l s ,  curses , hurrahs , shout i ngs ; men 
goi ng down on the i r hands and knees , sp i nn i ng round l i ke tops , 
throw i ng out the i r arms , g u l p i n g  up b l ood , fa l l i ng- l e g l ess , 
arm l ess , head l ess. There are ghast l y  heaps of dead men . 
Seconds , are centu r i es ,  m i nutes , are ages . . . .  The Rebe l co l umn  
has l ost i ts powe r .  The  ( Rebe l ) so l d i e rs a l i ve i n  the f ront 
ranks l ook around for the i r  supports ( and f i nd none ).  The ground 
i s  th i c k  w i th dead . . .  " . 3 

In  three days of combat there were 5 1 , 000 casua l t i es at 
Gettysburg (at Ant i etam there were 30 , 000 casua l t i es i n  on l y  one 
day of f i ght i ng ). Th i s  i s  a g l i mpse of what may be l oom i ng 
ahead . Are we tak i ng war se r i ous l y? What are poss i b l e  opt i ons 
for Chr i st ian response? Praye r i s  a start. But how shou l d  we 
pray? Shou l d  we pray for  peace at any cost? Shou l d  we pray for 
v i ctory in a j ust war? I s  i t  ok to say that we don ' t  have any 
answers and then turn the who l e  th i ng over to God? Are there 
other opt i ons for Ch r i st i an response? What i s  the Church ' s  
respons ibi l i ty? 

I t  is  amaz i ng to m e  that we have a God who conti nues to say 
to humank i nd after Go l gotha , Gettysburg , and count l ess wars and 
atroc i t i e s ,  "Come hom e , the Feast i s  Ready " !  

What do you th i nk ?  

3R i chard Whee l e r ,  W i tness to Gettysburg ,  ( Harper & Row , 1 987 ) ,  
p .  243 
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This  a r t i c le is  in res ponse to Wend i Go rdon's a r t ic le 
on homosexua l i ty in a recent e d i t ion o f  TA BLE TA LK. 

In p a r t  I fe l t  the nee d  to res pond bec a use this 
a r t i c le , l i ke far too many o the r a r t i c les I have re ad , 
confuses two complete l y  separate issues. These two iss ues 
are whe the r homosexu a l i ty i s  a s in ,  and the res ponse that 
many C h r is t i ans m ake to gay o r  lesb i an pe rsons . A l tho ug h  
Wend i ' s  a r t i c le makes no te o f  bo th  o f  thes e issues , i t  a lso 
muddles them toge t he r ,  w i th the res u l t  tha t , once ag a in ,  
the re is l i t t le poss ibi l i ty o f  anyth ing be ing he ard. 

A l tho ug h s c r i p t u r a l  re fe rences are no t ment i oned in the 
a r t i c l e  unt �l ne a r l y  the m i d d l e , I w i l l  de a l  w i t h  that a t  
this po int ( adm i t te d l y  in  an i ncomplete m anne r )  and w i l l  
l im i t  m yse l f  to two re fe rences. In  I Co r. 6 : 9- 1 0  Paul g ives 
the peo ple of Co r inth  a l is t  of wrong f u l  ac t ions , or m o re 
prec is e l y ,  a l is t  o f  people  eng ag e d  in  wrong f u l  ac ts . This 
l i s t  inc ludes two re ferenc es to homosexua l i ty :  those who 
a l low  themselves to be us ed  in s uc h  a way and those who 
pe r fo rm s uc h  ac ts. As Wend i's a r t i c le r ig h t l y  po ints out , 
s c r i pture us e d  o u t  o f  context c an ,  and has , been used to 
j us t i fy a l mo s t  anyth ing. In t h is c as e , howeve r ,  homosexual 
acts are q u i te c le a r l y  c as t  i n  a neg a t ive l ig ht. Paul 
conc l udes this  l is t  b y  wr i t ing , " And this is what· some o f  
yo u us e d  to be ( m y  e m phas is ) .  Bu t you we re washe d , you we re 
s anc t i f ied , yo u we re j us t i f i e d  in the name o f  the Lo rd Jes us 
C h r i s t  and i n  the S p i r i t  o f  o u r  God "  ( NR S V  trans l a t i on ) . 
The second refe rence I w i l l  look  to is  Romans 1 : 2 6 - 2 7. The 
context he re is God's wrath  toward humani ty's cont inu ing 
d isobe d ience . " Fo r  this  re ason Go d g ave them  up to 
deg rad ing pas s i ons. The i r  women e xc hang e d  natural  
intercourse for  unna t u ra l , and in  the s ame way a ls o  the men , 
g i v ing up natural  inte rcourse w i th women , were cons ume d w i th 
pass ion fo r one ano the r "  ( NRSV  trans l a t ion ) . Of this 
passage  Paul Ac hteme i e r  wr i tes in  his commentary on Romans , 
" The v i o l a t ion o f  t 1 1e c re a t e d  o rde r in human sexu a l i ty is 
the r e fo re , as Paul u�de rs tands i t ,  an o utgrowth o f  the 
v i o l a t ion o f  the c re a te d  o rde r , a v io l a t ion whose roo t l ies 
in i do l a t ry. [ Th i s ] c anno t be unde rs tood as an a l te rnate 
l i fe -s t y le , some how  a lso acc e p table to Go d "  ( Inte rpre t a t ion 
Bible Commentary , Rom ans , p . 4 0 ) .  Of ke y i m po rtance in bo th  
of  these texts is  the f a c t  that  it  is homosexua l ac t i v i ty 
that is  condemne d. Love o f  bro the r  fo r brothe r ,  o r  s is te r  
f o r  s i s te r ,  i n  a dee p  and c a r ing comm i tment is  a part  o f  
God ' s  c r e a t ing hum an i ty in  commun i t y ; this  k ind o f  
re l a t ions h i p  is  pos i t ive and pa rt o f  Go d ' s w i l l. What  is  
condemne d is  when homosexual ac t i v i t y  becomes a part  of  that 
r e l a t ions h i p. Bo th  o f  these passages , taken in  context , 
c le a r l y  have e xtreme l y  neg a t ive v iews o f  homosexual  
ac t i v i ty. S uc h  ac t i v i ty is  a m is us e  o f  Go d ' s g i f t and , as 
po inted o u t  abo ve , a form o f  i do l a t r y. Mo reove r ,  this is 
no t s im p l y  a m a t te r  o f  the b i r th rate as s ugges ted in the 
a r t i c le , but  is seen as f undamental  to the o rde r o f  c re a t ion 



i ts el f .  N ow ,  i nt erpreta t i on ma y cert a i nly  be ma de of thes e 
p a s s ag es ,  ( e . g .  tha t  thi s was ref eri ng t o  s p eci f i c  a bus es of 
homos ex ua l i ty ,  and not homos exua l i ty p er s e) or the passag es 
may s i mp l y  be rej ect ed a s  onl y apply i ng t o  P a ul ' s  t i me, but 
one s houl d be ext remely cl ea r t ha t  t hes e a re, i ndeed,  
i nt erpreta t i ons . 

I do not ha ve  the spa ce i n  t h i s  a rt i cl e  f or a 
ref uta t i on of ea ch p o i nt i n  the  opp os i ng a rt i cl e  s o  I w i l l  
only dea l  w i t h  s p eci f i c  i t ems . F i rs t  the i s s ue o f  choi ce.  
The a rt i cl e  p oi nts  out t ha t  no-one w oul d  choos e 
homos exua l i ty s i mply  beca us e of a l l  the pa i n  t ha t  comes w i t h 
s uch a n  ori en�a t i on. One need onl y t o  l o ok a t  s t a t i s t i cs 
a n d  a ccounts of bat t ered s p ous es returni ng aga i n  a nd aga i n  
t o  the s ource of thei r a bus e t o  rea l i z e  t ha t  huma ns oft en do 
vol unt a r i l y  choos e t ha t  whi ch i s  harmf ul . D rug a bus e a l s o 
comes t o  mi nd;  why do  p eopl e cont i nue t o  s mok e t o ba cco,  
cont i nue t o  us e coca i ne and other drugs when us e i s  s o  
evi d ent l y  harmf ul ? There ca n b e  many , many ot her exa mp l es .  
Thi s i s  a l l  evi dence of the rea l i ty of s i n  i n  the w orl d. 
Here I do  not s p eak  j us t  of s i n  a s  a ct ,  but t he f a ct tha t  w e  
l i ve i n  a w orl d brok en by s i n ,  a w orl d  where t h i ngs  a re not 
a s  they s houl d be, a s  God i nt ended them ·t o be. Aw orl d 
where huma n beings a re f ul l y  ca ug ht up i n  t hei r own des i res 
and thei r own s el f i s hnes s .  

D i s cuss i on o f  choi ce of t en l ea ds t o  ori ent a t i on,  but 
here a g a i n  I s ee a g rea t di f f i cul t y .  M edi ca l s ci ence i s  
s h ow i ng more a nd more cl ea rl y t ha t  a l cohol i s m  i s  
i nheri t a bl e. Tha t  i s , tha t  s omeone, t hroug h  hi s or her 
g enes , may ha ve  a p redi l ect i on t ow a rd i na bi l i ty t o  cont rol 
the  us e of a l cohol . D o es thi s t heref ore mea n  t ha t , shoul d I 
b e  s uch a p ers on, I ha ve a God-g i ven right t o  b e  a n  
a l cohol i c? I d o  not thi nk s o. But then one need not be s o  
s p eci f i c . It i s  ha rdl y a s ecret tha t  humani ty  i s  s een a s  
ha vi ng a p redi l ect i on away f ro m  God. ( Aug us t i ne comes t o  
mi n d ,  ha vi ng j us t  b een s t udy i ng hi m. ) Tha t ' s  ri g ht ! 
Huma ni ty  i s  ori ent ed t oward s i n .  All  k i nds of s i n ,  big s i n , 
l i t t l e  s i n, phys i ca l  s i n ,  i nt el l ect ua l  s i n ,  l ots  of s i n  - a nd 
a l l  of i t  equal ly da mni ng , equa l ly wrong. A l l  of humani ty 
equal l y  g ui l ty bef ore God. 

Thi s i s  a g ood p oi nt a t  whi ch t o  bri ng up the s econd 
ma i n  i s s ue tha t  W endi ' s  a rt i cl e  p oi nts  out . The equa l i ty of 
s i n .  It i s  a t erri bl e,  t rag i c , s i nf ul thi ng tha t  i n  s o  ma ny 
ways homos ex ua l i ty i s  hel d up t o  be s omehow more wrong tha n  
a ny other s i n  a nd t ha t  thos e  w h o  a re a f f ect ed by 
homos exua l i ty a re s o  of t en deni ed l o ve a nd ca re by thei r 
brot hers a nd s i s t ers i n  C hri s t .  The C hurch mus t i ncl ude,  
ca re f or ,  a nd l o ve  a l l  s i nners , f or a l l  humanity f a l l s  i nt o  
thi s ca t eg ory . ( In f a ct ,  t he C hurch i s  a ct i ve i n  this  
reg a r d ,  i f  one ca res t o  l o ok f or a nythi ng p os i t i v e . W i t n ess 



the many a r t i c les cons is ten t l y  w r i t ten abo ut  s uc h  wo rk in 
The Luthe ran , fo r one exam ple . )  . Ce rta inly he te rosex ua l 
re l a t ions h i ps can a ls o  be des truc t ive and abus i ve . 
Ce r t a i n l y  he te rosexua l pe rs ons can engage in  mean ingless 
phys i c a l  re lat ions h i ps tha t are immora l.  Such re l a t ions h i ps 
a re a ls o  s inful and these ac t ions mus t be condemne d by the 
Churc h ,  as they  a re by sc r i pture. But he re , as w i th a l l  
s in ,  i t  is  the a c t ions tha t m us t be condemned , no t the 
peo ple. Fo r Chr is t d i d  indeed  d i e  for  a l l  pe o ple , tha t a l l  
humani ty m i ght have l i fe. Is this  rea l l y  the eas i e r  pa th as 
Wend i ' s  a r t ic le s ugges ts ? I do no t th ink so . The eas ies t 
pa th  f o r  the Church to take wo uld be by po pula r v o te. Take 
a cens 1Js , see · ·wha t the ma j o r i t y  o f  peo p le l i ke o r  f ind 
a t trac t i ve a t  the t i me , and ins t i tute i t  as po l ic y. Tha t 
wo u l d  a t  leas t o f fend the s ma l l e s t  numbe r o f  people. Tha t 
would indeed be easy  and com f o r table . Ins tead the Church 
has the inc re d ib l y  d i f f i c u l t  tas k . o f s pe a k ing the gos pe l to 
the wo r l d ;  tha t is , the rea l i ty o f  human i ty ' s  s infulness and 
the nee d ,  and the rea l i ty ,  o f  Jesus Chr is t ' s  o f fens ive , 
bloody  dea t h  on the c ross and h i s  l i fe - g i v ing res urrec t ion . 
This is  the d i f f ic u l t  tas k ;  in  fac t ,  i t  wo uld  be comple te l y  
i m poss ible w i thout  the g u i dance and powe r o f  Go d ' s  S p i r i t. 
S in is  o f fen's ive , ye t s in is a rea l i ty in  our  l i ves. I do 
no t l i ke to hea r  tha t  when I hoard m y  mone y ,  or when I treat 
as m ine the g i f ts tha t I have been g iven , tha t I am be ing 
s infu l , ye t this is a rea l i t y ;  as a c h i ld o f  Go d I am ca l led  
to  g ive up all  tha t I have f o r  the sake o f  my  ne i ghbo r. Do 
I a lways do tha t ?  No. Am  I a s inful  pe rson? You be t. Do 
I de s pe r a t e l y  nee d  Chr is t as m y  Lo rd  and Mas t e r ?  I am 
no thing w i thout H im ! I t  is God ' s  w i l l  f o r  us as his 
c h i l d ren , and his  love f o r  a l l  people , tha t  is f undamenta l 
he re , no t !!lY wants o r  wha t I dec i de is  bes t. 

Yes , Wend i , I do see homosexua l i ty as a s in ,  based on 
m y  unde rs tand ing o f  s c r i pture and wha t m y  Churc h pro fesses , 
and I wi l l  cont inue to s tand he re unt i l  someone proves me 
wrong thro ugh s c r i p t ure . Wi l l  I there f o re condemn gay o r  
lesbian pe rsons , o r  t r e a t  homo s e x ua l  a c ts as be ing wo rse 
than any o the r s in? By the he l p  o f  Go d I wi l l  no t. Jus t as 
I see  greed and se l f is hness as a s inful  l i fe s t y le but  do no t 
w i thho l d  m y  m in i s t r y  f rom those  who g ive less than e i ght or  
ten pe rcent , so I w i l l  no t w i thho l d  m y  m in i s t r y  f rom any 
c h i l d o f  God bec a us e  o f  the i r  s in .  I w i l l  cont inue to do 
a l l  I can to m in i s t e r  to , and be m i n is tered by , a l l  m y  
bro the rs and s is te rs i n  Jes us Chr is t ,  o u r  Lo rd  and Sav iour , 
through H is powe r and g u i danc e. 

Jona than Voge l 

s 



CIMMEIITAlY .•. Ken 

Th i s  semester I have been  confronted w i th far too much t ime to 
contemp l at e  i ssues and i deas , be i t  cont emp l at i ng why Pope Gregory V I I 
went about re forming the Church the way h e  d i d  ( th e  sub ject  o f  my 
thes i s . wh i ch w i l l  be  done i n  January , i f  you care to know more abo u t  
the sub j e c t ) ,  to contemp l at i ng why t h e  U . S .  government won ' t  bother to 
govern . but i nstead mere ly  panders to the pub l i c and the spec i a l  
i nterest groups . I ' ve a l so cont emp l ated how the two are re l ated , as I 
am qu i te sure that they are . I mean rea l l y ,  i f  s imo ny i n  the Midd l e  
Ages i s  not the same th i ng as po l i t i c i ans w i n n i ng e l ect ions i n  th i s  
country i s  then I ' l l  eat my hat . 

But th i s  i s  hard ly  the focus o f  th i s  conunentary . Th i s  commentary i s  
focused o n  the need for th i s  commun i ty to understand that controversy 
i s  not a l ways a b a1 th i ng ,  and that  i t  i s  t ime to stop fear i ng 
controversy . By say i ng th i s  I am not advocat i ng controversy for 
controversy sake. Th i s  i s  not the type o f  controversy that I am t a l k i ng 
about , the type that I am speak i ng o f  i s  type o f  controversy that 
dea l s  w i th the i nte l l i gent debate over i ssues of importance to us  a 
conunun i ty . 

Too o f t e n , recent l y ,  I h ave h eard the bemoan i ng o f  a l ack o f  commun i ty 
at th i s  schoo l . I t  exi sts , just  not i n  the way some wou l d  l ike to 
exist , and i f  i t  d i d  I wou l d  b e t  1 0  to 1 that those same peo p l e  wou l d  
comp l a i n  about the apathy and the l ack o f  i nt erest on campus . For i t  
i s  my op i n i o n  that a pure , safe , and cozy commun i ty i s  a myth and i s  i n  
fact  not h ea l thy for our campus . A commu n i ty wi thout controversy i s  a 
d u l l p l ace , and worse yet i t  i s  a commun i ty that does not grow because 
i t  is never cha l l enged . A safe conunun i ty w i thout controversy stagnat e s  
and wi l l  pr9bab l y  d i e , t o  me i ts that s imp l e .  

H i s tory i s  f u l l o f  examp l es o f  dramat i c  change due to the controversy 
that pops up be cause o f  peo p l e  l iv i ng togeth er , and that ' s  good , for 
that i s  how we grow and progress . H i s tory i s  r i fe w i th l essons o f  how 
controvers i es h ave changed the course o f  o ur wor l d ,  and that from the 
changes we h ave grown . It  is  not a l ways pos i t i ve growth to be sure , 
but i t  i s  movement nonethe l ess , and i t  i s  necessary . Some examp l es ,  as 
l i s ted by Haro l d  Berman , a�e : the Rus s i an . French . and American  
Revo l ut ions , as  we l l  as  the Eng l i sh Revo l ut ion . the Protestant 
Re format ion , and the Papa l Revo l ut io n  o f  1 075- 1 1 2 2  (otherw i s e  known as 
the Grego r i a n  Re forms or the I nvest i ture Controversy ) .  A l l  o f  these 
monumenta l upheava l s  o f  the ex i s t i ng order are examp l e s  o f  wh at 
controversy can  b r i ng .  and w i th these controvers i es came growth . I ' l l  
not go i nto the gory deta i l s  now . and that k i nd o f  d i s course i s  not the 
poi n t  I am try i ng to make , I am mere l y  show i ng what controversy can 
b r i ng . It  is  not a lways pretty , but  i t  is  de f i n i te ly i nterest i ng ,  a nd 
i t  de f i n i t e l y  keeps us o n  our toes . 

By now you are probab ly  wonde r i ng what  my po i n t  i s . i t  i s  th i s ,  do not 
fear the prob l ems that h i t  our conunun i t y .  for they are a necessary part 
of our exi stence h ere , as they w i l l  be no matter where you l i ve a f ter 
you l eave h ere . Do not fear the  prob l ems . work o n  so l u t ions for them , 
as has  been done so ab l y  here th i s  year . Do not fear d i f f eri ng 
o p i n ions , they are necessary as we l l .  Respo nd , don ' t  react , to these 
o p i n i o ns and you wi l l  be  amazed at the progress we can ach i eve . 



A THANK YOU TO THE  COMMUNITY 

I would like to thank the many persons who expressed their 
support for the Soc ial Act ion Committee ' s  theme for November.  
I would al so like to thank the persons who expressed the i r  
cont inuing st ruggle to organi ze the i r  feelings tow ard homosexual 
people. The committee real i zed that we were t ackling a 
controvers ial subj ect that would el ic it st rong emot ion s  on both 
s ides of the is sue. But I feel that the committee w as succes s f ul 
in c i rculat ing another side of the issue than the all too 
f amiliar "t radit ional" rel igious condemnat ion of homosexuality.  
Sexuality  has an awesome potent i al for destruction as well as  
construct ion . ·The same can be said  about the att it ude s of 
rel igious leaders. 

The issue of homosexuality  hit  home to me during CPE this  
past s ummer. I was  involved in ministry  to AIDS pat ient s and 
this  was  a very moving e xperience for me. What made me t he 
angriest w a s  the refusal of  certain pastors to officiate at 
the funeral s of homosexual members  who had died of A IDS.  Some 
pastors would not even v isit  t he person in the hosp ital or offer 
support to the person ' s  f amily or sign i f icant ot her. I did 
not see Christ in the act ions of  t he se pastors and I felt a 
certain responsibility  t o  help ensure that graduates of 
Gettysburg Lutheran would not t reat the i r  
congregat ion ' s  homosexual members  i n  a similar fashion.  Because 
I had heard several homophobic s tatement s  made last year by 
a few indiv idual s , I knew that t h i s  t ask would not be easy.  
But Brian Smith and all t he members  of the Soc ial Act ion 
Committee supported my e f fort s and for that I am grateful. 

I hope that at least one pe rson ' s  outlook may have been 
influenced toward a more sympat het ic and less  dest ruct ive st ance 
toward gay s ,  lesbian s ,  and bisexuals whom we w ill encounter 
in  our indiv idual minist ries. Unfortunatel y ,  I am afraid t hat 
the persons who most needed to hear an alternate point of v iew 
did not attend the Committee ' s  events.  Thi s greatly saddens 
me , but I have hope that in the future the se persons w ill meet 
and get t o  know friend · · who are homosexual or w ill cont inue 
to search out more inclus ive informat ion. The suggest ion for 
an open forum was an excellent one. Unfortunately , our t ime 
was  limited during the month of November. But I w ill person ally 
recommend that the Social Act ion Committee tackle this issue 
again in the fut ure and arrange to hold an open forum nex t  year. 

- Marie Kruege r  



ADVENT ALLELUIAS 

Through the p ower of  the Sp ir it ,  
greatness touched 

the Virgin Mar y .  

Through the p ower o f  the Spi r i t ,  
God became 

the Emmanuel. 

Through the p ower of the Sp ir it ,  
friendships gr ow 

among the people. 

Through the p ower o f  the Spi r i t, 
joy leaped, 

caus ing me to share : 

Advent 
Al lelu ias 

Al l-powerfully 

Wai t i ng 
Wondrous ly  
With Hope 

Enjoying 
Exci ted 

Exclamations 

to make ready for the Lord i 

. • •  based on Luke 1 : 39 - 4 5  

Solve ig  R. Wilk inson 



LOGOS 

Pear huqqed the darkness-­
Ave tugged in  brightness-­

focus ing upon 
the Chr ist chi ld. 

N ight turned into day-­
Love became the Way-­

reveal ing the Truth 
and the L ight . 

God ' s story is l i fe--
His glory shines bright-­

fulfill ing timeless 
prophecy. 

Chr istmas br ings the Gift-­
Creation ' s  uplift-­

present i ng the Light 
totally 
unwrapped 
nowl 

• . •  based on John 1 : 1 - 5  

Solveig R. Wi lk inson 



CHRISTHAS-RESURRECTION I  

Shadovs pass and complement  the manger crib tonight 
Whi l e  lights and sounds reveal  the truth 

of new birth soon to come . 

Candles f lare and f l icker by the manger bed 
Whi le s i lhouettes o f  the cross 

shov the hope to come . 

Bethlehem and Golgotha paral le l  each other 
Whi le pai n  and joy d iscover the 

Chr istmas-Resurrection I 

Alleluia I 
Jesus is born ! 

Our Savior comes l 

Alleluia I 
Christ is r isen ! 
Salvation ' s  here l 

Solve ig R .  Wilk ins on 
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tltit ckll;u ·,s 

two peoples 
two states 




