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TABLE TALK is a public forum for news, viewpoints, and 
opinions of student� and other folks from LTSG. Please feel 
free to express your thoughts and ideas. Poetry and artwork 
will be considered, along with letters, book· and movie 
reviews, and manuscripts dealing with assorted topics. 
All articles must be submitted with author's name; however, 
upon request and in consultation with the editorial staff, 
name may be witheld in certain circumstances. 

P)ease submit all material typed, and single-spaced. 
Please.proofread all material submitted. 

------------------------------------------------------------
TABLE TALK is published monthly by students at the 

Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. The views and 
opinions·expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views 
and opinions of the editorial staff, the student 
association, or the seminary . 

STAFF: Heather Bumstead 
Chris Chantelau 
Bi 1 1 Griff i th 

.Jack Horner 
Bob Knight 
Kris Bell, editor ------------------------------------------------------------

TABLE TALK, 61 West Confederate Ave., Gettysburg, PA 17325. 

------------------------------------------------------------

About the Cover: The cover is composed of 
drawings by junior high you th ,:\ t Messiah 
Lutheran in Sykesville, Md. These drawings 
were included among their many letters to 
servicepeople in the Persian Gulf. 



Trct>1 the Pre6iden-t , , , 
OPEN TO GOD'S FUTURE 

The approaching third millennium is prompting increased attention to questions 
about the future. For people of faith who believe that the future belongs to God 
and that God invites us to participate in shaping that future, such a focus is not 
unfamiliar. In fact, in the midst of our hectic daily routine, a baptismal 
understanding of discipleship prompts us always to devote some attention to 
the future into which God's spirit is leading us. This is something quite different 
from career planning to achieve a certain set of personal goals in life. It goes 
beyond concern for regional or synodical assignments, internship sites, or CPE 

settings. It is more a posture of openness to God's future. It reflects an 
awareness of the needs of God's people and the pressing issues in God's world 
as they relate to the specific grace, gifts, blessings, relationships and 
opportunities that God has given us. It means living, acting, and interacting 
within the framework of such questions as: Where is God's spirit leading 
me/us? What would represent the most faithful exercise of my/our gifts and 
opportunities at this time? What issues and concerns must be considered as 
we attempt to live and act in accordance with God's agenda? 

Institutions of the church are confronted with similar questions as they consider 
the future. That is why this seminary conducted a long range study and is now 
involved iri a planning for the 90's process. On the basis of these efforts, the 
board of directors at its April 18 meeting will be making concrete decisions 
about program, facilities, and funding to carry out its mission in the years ahead. 
We invite you to share your views and insights regarding what it will mean for 
Gettysburg Seminary to remain faithful to God's call and mandate as we move 
together into the future. 

Among the issues and factors before us include: the church's need for more 
pastors and associates in ministry; the increased financial burden experienced 
both by students and seminary; the growing diversity within our society; new 
opportunities for global partnership in ministry; the increasing hostility of our 
culture toward Christian beliefs and values; improvements needed for our 
historic, but aging campus facilities; changing congregational expectations and 
needs for ministry leadership, etc. These circumstances force us to wrestle with 
questions such as: how can we more effectively call forth candidates for 
ministry? How can we create a more inclusive and diverse faculty and student 
body? How we can raise more adequate financial aid and general funding for 
this institution? What adjustments need to be made in curriculum and 
_educational progra�? 

How would you respond to these questions? What additional issues and 
questions would you raise for our consideration? Any thoughts or suggestions 
your share with me in writing before March 20, I will pass on to the planning 
committee. Following the next planning committee meeting, we hope to have 
concrete proposals to share with you. This could include a funding appeal to 
support the proposals. Thank you for your contribution to this effort to be faithful 
stewards of all the gifts and opportunities God presents to this seminary 
community as we move into the next millennium. 

Darold H. Beekmann 
President 
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Reverend Tim Craven February 3, 1991 

It is important for intelligent, ethical and spiritual 
Americans to know that it is alright to not be certain whether or 
not the current war is just. Indecision on this issue by major 
church groups does not represent moral bankruptcy, but rather 
properly reflects the diverse message of the Scriptures which can 
be used either to support war or to oppose it. 

A major emotional and spiritual need for Americans now 
searching for answers is to understand that mvstery is a large part 
of faith in which struggle is normative and not symptomatic of 
ignorance or confusion. Many Americans are uncomfortable with the 
fact that as we live in this broken and fallen world, we do net 
often know the mind of God. It is shocking to even spiritual 
Americans that we cannot think or feel our way somehow, if not to 
omniscience, at least to be able to answer the question: "Is this 
war just?" Trying to be as intelligent as God was, and remains, 
the original sin. 

Rather than praise renegade, independent religious groups, 
which too often worship the indi vidtH1.l or the nation and t�ll 
people only what tney �ant to hear, questionin� pilgrims today at 
a time of war can be mature in their spirituality by coming to 
terms with the reality of mystery in faith. An encounter with the 
living Christ might make one stand up and shout but, in this world 
it is just as likely to make a person sit down and shut up! 

The country's religious leadership, though divided, has not 
failed us. We all struggle daily with ethical questions in our 
nation's war policy, in our jobs and in our intimate relationships. 
This is what it means to be human. Rather than bless our will, 
whether it be inclined towards war or pacifism, we need to somehow 
obey the will of a mysterious God. Wise faith is not the answer to 
all of life's questions. Wise faith is the hopeful and Biblically 
faithful'participation in the debate and the outrageously helpless 
and illogical belief that whether or not this war is just, God is 
in control and things will be alright. 
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UPDATE FROM SOCIAL ACTION 

This is the first year LTSG has joined forces with 

the YWCA for the Red Cross Bloodmobile. The Red Cross 
representative, Janet Dewer, led the merger. 

Sandy Carlson Alexis reports on the blood drive held 

on December 6, 1990. Fifty (50) pints of blood were dona­

ted as compared• to thirty (30) pints collected at last 
year's drive. The seminary community was well represented 
which helped make this drive very successful. Everyone 

who gave blood and volunteered time is congratulated on 
this great success. Sandy expects the seminary community 

to team with the YWCA again next year. 
Chaplain Oldenburg's wonderful celebration event of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day reminds us of a great ministry 
by a great man, which should in turn remind us as individ­
uals of our own discipleship and call to justice and equal­
ity. 

February is Black History Month. The Social Action 
Committee will present an evening program on our nation's 

Black history and heritage. 

The Committee also encourages everyone in the community 

to continue to recycle. Containers for aluminum and glass are 

located behind the Powerhouse. And please consider as a 

needed volunteer in this effort to transport paper and card­

board to the Adams County Mission on Friday afternoon(s). 

Brian C Smith, Chair 



MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY REVISITED: 

Our chaplain has said, "Mother Oldenburg's first rule of 
didactics was 'don't let school stand in the way of your edu­
cation'"' and I believe had she known about it would have added 
- even in the middle of "J" term! Those students for whom 
Martin Luther King Day represented a desperately needed catch 
up day, or were otherwise committed, certainly missed an educa­
tional opportunity. Dr. Marcus Bruce of Bates College, guest 
lecturer, offered many insights into the life and work of Dr. 
King. Professor Barbara Ballard from Davidson College conducted 
a workshop called "Slave Voices", introducing those present to 
slave narratives as a literary genre. Drawing on his experience 
as White pastor of a Black congregation, Rev. Robert Gahagen 
provided practical guidelines for getting established in a new 
(perhaps first!) congregation. Within the setting of the Detroit 
Folk Mass, Rev. Joseph Donella of Howard University challenged 
the worshippers through his preaching. Indeed, those who were 
a�le to attend would agree that the day's events added dimension 
to their thinking. 

There were, however, other missed opportunities as well. 
First, that of showing ourselves to be generous hosts. Our guests 
traveled long distances to be with us and this is uncertain ter­
rain. We owed them a better response. Second, that of affirming 
our national church's call to diversity. We owe them more than a 
token gesture as they struggle with defining our mission. Lastly, 
that joy of getting to know people whose "experience could enrich 
our understanding of faith and life. " We owe this to ourselves 
and the work we feel called to do. 

Unfortunately, the subject of the day also brought us face 
to face with the reality that the sins of racism and prejudice 
are alive and well across America - even to our hallowed hill. It 
is impossible to share the church's vision for mission when so 
many of us are "color-struck". As we confess this, we once again 
admit the awful weakness of our human condition. Justice is re­
quired of us. We have been freed to love . .  Developing respect�for 
and sensitivity to those who are different from ourselves (in any 
way) are strengths we can and must pray for. Sisters and brothers, 
being reconciled to Christ, let us be reconciled one to another. 

Elinor Allison 
Social Action Committee 

*used with permission 
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Life in a Left-handed Church 

In CPE, Religion and Human Behavior, Synod interviews, and candidacy 
guidelines, it is asserted that the social sciences (i.e. psychology, 
sociology, anthropology, et.al.) are valuable disciplines in the life 
of the church. The only real justification for the compatibility of 
these disciplines with the function of ministry has been founded on 
the left-hand of God. The created order in its broken condition is 
filled with God's left-handed works. Although God prefers His right­
hand, the source of all graces, He must regularly administer with His 
left-hand. From this left-hand comes the created order, flood, fire, 
famine, pestilence and even the sometimes mysterious rules that govern 
human society. Since everything that transpires in the world is in 
someway connected to God's created order, it is possible to apply 
human sciences to understand, predict, and perhaps even control the 
events in that creation. 

It is not difficult in the face of such an argument to concede that 
the social sciences do indeed present themselves as valuable tools. 
In fact, the history of the church reveals a beneficial relationship. 
Augustine is said to be the father of Christian psychology, and 
Aquinus expanded that discipline and others in exciting new 
directions. The question I pose, however, has nothing to do with the 
profitable application of these disciplines. What I challenge is the 
present predile�tion of the church for these disciplines. I assert 
that the church catholic and more specifically the ELCA in these 
latter days is now left-handed. 

To test my hypothesis Higgin's Road should conduct a survey of ELCA 
clergy to answer this question: "Do more clergy undergo regular 
intensive psychotherapy than avail themselves of individual confession 
and absolution?" I do not think that it is an irrelevant question. 
The answer to it should tell us something about our church. 

Perhaps this survey could go further. When you are feeling burned-out 
from constant interaction with the broken world do you l)take the 
sacrament of the altar, or 2)go to counseling? When you are feeling 
guilty do you l)make confession and receive absolution, or 2)go to 
counseling? When you are feeling mortal do you !)reaffirm you 
baptism, ,or 2)go to counseling? When you are feeling lost in anyway 
do you l)listen to the preached word, or 2)go to counseling? 

It seems that the clergy and other professionals of this church have 
preferred the latter solution with growing frequency. Certainly th�re 
are cases in which counseling must be part of the healing process, but 
why does it appear. that counseling has become the first and sometimes 
regrettably the only step to wholeness (if indeed there is such a 
thing as wholeness without God)? If a human being wants psychotherapy 
as the beginning point to resolve crises, the secular society can 
serve just as well; eventually psychotherapy will fail if God is not 
the foundation of the counseling. "Unless the Lord builds the house, 
their labor is in vain who build it."(Ps.127:1) 
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God has set the church in the world, but He has not made it of the 
world. The ministry of the church is founded not upon the left-hand 
of God which is death, but upon the right-hand of God which is life 
eternal . From God's left-hand comes the Law which condemns us ; form 
God's right-hand comes the Gospel. God has given to the world a l l  
that is in His left-hand, and consequently we can from the position of 
the world use psychology, sociol ogy, political science, et al. to make 
sense of the world and ourselves. To the church, however, He has 
given that which He has not given to  the �orld : the sacraments and the 
Word . The world is incapable of preaching the justifying Word of God, 
des t roying the interior Old Adam in baptism, renewing our strength in 
the Holy Supper, and absolving our sins by the laying on of hands. 

I hope that I have made it clear that I am not advocating the 
abandonment of legitimate sciences which can aid us in our wo rk. The 
charge is that the church is left-handed. The hope is that the church 
wil l  return the crozier to her right-hand. I do not think that 
ambidextrousness is an option, because even left-handed actions mus t 
be founded in the right-hand. An action of the church which is not 
founded in the right-hand of God is not the authentic ministry of the 
church ; when a church does not authentically minis ter we must ask 
whether or not she is the authentic church. God reserved to the 
church the salvific authority of His right-hand so that she might 
administer to His people the means of grace. The church may also 
avail herself of God's left-hand . If, however, the church founds her 
minist ry in the alien works of God, she wil l  soon find herself 
alienated . 

--Matthew Lynn Riegel 
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Student Assoc iat ions/Councils  
o f  ELCA Seminaries  

Dear Colleagues in Christ , 

February 2 2 ,  1 99 1  
First �eek in Lent 

Grace to you and pea.ce from God our Crec1.t or , and from Jesus 
who sets us free !  

As . students o f  ?ac ific Lutheran Theological Seminary , we 
write to you concern ing the situat ion o f  one o f  our fe llow students , 
Bill Kun isch ( 2nd year , M .� iv . ) , and the ssquenc�  o f  events that 
has leu to his Eishop reco�mend ing he be disc iplined , and that a 
" s pe c ial meeti..l'lg" o f  h is Cand idacy Committee  be called . 

On Dec . 2 3 ,  1 990 , 3111 del ivered a hom ily i".1 h is 110me 
congregat ion in Mich igan in wh ich he suegested thvt  S t . Fr::tnc is 

·-tutheran Church in San Fran c i s c o  fT!8.�' be c1ncther example of God 
work ine t�rough the ord inqry and un expe c t ed . � il l  r�ce iv�d several 
J?OS it ive comments from me'!lbers reg;"lrd ing h is serl'T!on . 0�1e me mber . 
( the Church Counc il ?re s iden t ) , howeve r ,  cont ::icted :S ill a wee k  
later v,ant ine t o  know i f  h e  approi.,ed  o f  .3t . Fr-=:.n c is ' ordain in g  of  
a le  sbLP1 couple , if  ht=  tho1.1ght ho rnose xu-:ll i ty w�s a s in ,  "i1ow he  
wo�ld coun sel someone who is  gay . or l2sbi8n , �nd if  �e  was gay . 
Bill shared with h im his opin ion reeard ing t��se  que s t ion s ,  and_ 
re fused to answer h is last ques t ion on tr1e grounds  t!;a t  it was 
inRppropr ia.te .  

�a.sect on h is homily and th is conve1.' s .:-, t  i0;1 , t '!e C:hurch Gounc il 
Pre s ide�t , the pastor , anJ ·b/0 other members o f  the r - ,r ish met 1,,1 i t'(} 
3 ishop i:o lle C-i;':I Lo•.,,er '.-!ich iean ) to �sk wh,1 t t:1 e ir c-iurc:i should 
do a½ou -t 13111 . because b -is opin ion " is ccrn trary to _::L-: . .:_ pol icy" . 
1he2e  people were not ac t ing on behal f o f  the \.,.: , ole congrs gat ion , 
nor  w it� the consent of  t:1e Church �oun c il • 

. 1t this mee t ing , rtnd v, ith o •..tt  con tac t inc: f ill , ::: i;-3 l1 op  :-�0lle  
reco l!Jrr. E: '.t ded  that they i !"!l1:1e t ! ir->.te l�r s t o r- .s u pport i :1 L i ill  fi'.1 ,-:inc ially 
until they hear from h i� :��d idacy Co�� i �t e e . � i�c�  t�en , t"i1e 
Ci1Urci1 =:oun c il at -:;J ill ' s  1 1 0 �1P. congreg:). t i0n  1-i:ls '."!1e t .  � !1 8 :V  read ;'l 

letter  that Bill h:ld ::; ,-= n t , .:-,nd  t:, e se f0ur :7eo r l F- t0 ltl o f  t ) 1 � ir 
meet i:1� w ith Eishop : iollc :irh.l h i s  r.?co:1r.1 enJ:-.., t .i,)n to  .s'tor, � i l l  ' s  
f in,:inc ial a id . 'l' l 1 e  ,, coqc1..n-rect w i t�1 t he  ::3is 11o --:- ' ::  re , ;0 '7!:-JenJ,i t ion 
and -1lsc  d2c icied th;,.t t�!e rest 0f tl 1 ,: p;.n• i:::�, {, o t  br: i •·, �or·ned o f  
thi� ; c t ion . --

2ill h 3 s  s inc2  1.1<;er-1 ,-1 <c lrnJ. to retui'n to  T.--=-. ns i-1.; , :-� � 0·1 : I,n:ch 
9 tr, to �-:: ·: t  , ... 1th 1 : 1� !!l b � 1.' :-'i  o .f  h i:; C - . n ci hi .:-1.C,1' .�· n•'.lt : J .;_ l; i; e •.: :�·:1 :.i ;-, 
r�pr,:, :-:2 :1 +,at iv� fro=r, t -1 •.' ;'. iv.i� ior1 f,Jr  :.: :;_ , ,  L :- :r_y -: o ::: .i.s o:: '..1� .- .  � , .i • .: 
c o11 �n•e ,:·;;_+ i.0•1 <-· 11 (1,,!- ;;::. n , .. l . .  l f' E' '•�p :� 1• l' "'- [1 ; ,r0 j , , . ·. , i :. II . .- . .-. , 7�- .: · · ,,j. ,::.,;  : :, . :  vi.=.v!S 

" ...,,J - � J . -..I '-' '- tJ - ... .  ,,, .. _ • ••• -
J . ... . .  CJ · · - ·· . . . · .. . . . . . -
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on homosexual ity . 

As students we are c onc erned that B ill  has not been treated 
fairly . Furthermore , we fear that the .1�LCA is settine; a dan ff�rous 
precedent by calling into que st ion people whose views and o pin ions 
differ from ELCA pol icy . The "Vis ion & Expec tat io"!1S 11 docume n t  and 
soc ial statements o f  the ELCA certain ly do no have the same st�tus 
as the Confess ions . We find th is threaten ing to clergy and 
seminarian s  al ike , and to our fre edom of consc ience reg�rdlezs o f  
the issue . 

Members o f  our student body are send ing a letter to B ishop 
Chilstrom , Bishop Holl e , the Div . for Ministry , the Candidacy Com□ • 
in Mich igan , and Bill ' s  home parish in oppo s it ion to these events . 
It is our hope that you will share our c onc ern , and add your vo ices 
in sol idarity with ELCA s eminarians throughout the nation . 

�e have enclosed a copy o f  Bill ' s  hom ily , h is letter to the 
parish , h is letter from the synod , a chronology of events , and a 
copy o f  the letter we h ave sent from PLTS . Please feel fre e  to 
copy parts o f  our letter  for your use . We suggest pas s ing it  �round 
as a petition , and that it  be sent to people ment io"!'led above be fore 
Harch 5th . 

If you have any ques t ions , please fe e l  free to contact : 

Ee id i  Michelson 
2 770 Marin Avenue 
Tierkeley , CA 94708 
4 1 5-526-0824 

. OR 

Thank you for your cooperat ion with us . 

In Christ , 

STlJDEi·ITS OF 

3ill �:1.1"!'l isch 
2770 Mar in �v2�ue 
Berkelay , G� 94708 
41 5-843-2754 

PAC IFIC LUTHE?.�7 T:.r��OLOG rr.; ;\rl s �•;:·'!E: i-.r\Y 

c c : Student Assoc iat ion s /C ou� c il s  o f  
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Hey , what:S the noise alx>u± ? 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR EMERGENCY S I RENS ? - . . . -------- ---·- --

FIRE FIGHT ERS ALERT SIREN 
( A STANDARD WAVERING SIREN - 3 MINUTES LONG ) 

"RESPOND" - FIRE PERSONNEL ARE TO REPORT TO THEIR FIRE STATION 

RESCUE PERSONNEL ALERT SIREN 
( AN EXTRA LONO WAVERING SIREN - 3 MINUTES LONG ) 

"RESPOND" - FIRE AND RESCUE PERSONNEL ARE TO REPORT TO TH��R FIRE STATIONS 

I•◄ 
ATTENTION or IN FORMATION SIREN 

( A LONG ANO STEADY SIREN - 3 MINUTES LONG ) 

"LISTEN" - FOR ESSENTIAL EMERGENCY INFORMATION • • •  TUNE TO YOUR RADIO ( 1 3 . 20 AM) 

GENERAL WARNING S IREN 
( A SHORT WAVERING SIREN - 3 MINUTES LONG ) 

"WARNING" - GO TO NEAREST SHELTER, TAKE BEST covrn IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE 

' 
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2 ANGELS T i m  C raven 

we c anno t be so dead 

· we c anno t be so dead that in us l i fe 
does  not attend sweet vest i�es  o f  joy . 
mo � s e l  remembranc e s  o f  love to l ive 
when feasts o f  famine s i t  nearby 

we cannot be so lean t ha t  as  we turn 

I . 

t he w ind o f  hope fulness  can ' t  fl i c k  our ear 
and cause u s  to suspec t that  some t ime s·oon 
our hunger w i l l  subs ide 

we cannot be so fat as  t o  for�et  
the g i rt h  of  Grace which b i nds u s  t o  our God ; 
s o  s l ow and s leepy t o  suppose t he worst : 
no p rote i n  soul ! 

for  we are God ' s  and by H i s  name we l ive 
j u s t  c h i ldren big and short from H o l y  mea l s  
w e  c a n  b e  lean and fat as  we are fed 
but in us C h r i s t  we cannot be so dead ! 

14:i!.. �/( � ff  
� � "'tt,eJJ. &f111{JtV1/ 
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