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Speak i ng the Truth i n  Love 

I c. ' s  that ex c i t i ng ,  pa i nf u l  t i me aga i n  as another academ i c  year 
draws to a c l ose . The rema i n i ng weeks w i l l  pass qu i ck l y .  Sudden l y  
i t  w i l l  be t i me to say goodb ye to good f r i ends and refectory  food . 
For sen i ors  i t  a l so means the end to st i mu l at i ng d i scuss i ons  w i th 
c l assmates and facu l ty as we l l  as the end to candi dacy comm i ttee 
" hoops. " I n  a cer ta i n  sense th i s  represents the cone 1 us ; on of 
study i ng about the chu rch and the beg i nn i ng of serv i ng the church . 
The chu rch we often f i nd so eas y  to tal k about sudden l y  becomes the 
church  we must attempt to serve and to l ead. Whether our new ro l e  
i s  pasto r ,  assoc i ate i n  m i n i st r y , i ntern , o r  CPE student , th i s  
rep resents no sma l l t rans i t i on. 

We a l l k now the l anguage , " one ho l y  catho l i c  and apos to l i c , " bot-h 
human and d i v i ne ,  the body of C h r i st and at the same t i  me the 
gathered peop l e  of God , etc. etc . The rea l l y  d i ff i cu l t  chal l enge 
comes w i th the attempt to make connect i ons between these var i ous 
d i mens i ons of the church ' s  nature . Just  as i t  i s  of ten hard to see 
beyond refectory food and cand i dacy comm i ttees , i t  i s  a l so cften 
hard to sense the '' one ho l y  catho l i c  and apost� l i c "  1 n  the m i dst cf 
the a l l - too- human gatherea peop l e  of God . Yet our  p r 1 mary  
expe r i ence of  the chu rch i s  th rough that ver�  concrete , tang i b l e  
gathered peep l e  wh i ch takes the sllape of cong regat i ans , synods , 
yes , even the ELCA . Lutherans even have a formu l a  to desc r i be 
th i s :  " i n ,  w i th and under . "  Somehc\-1 , i n  God ' s  marvel ous scheme of 
grace , the one ho l y  catho l i c  and aposto l i c "  i ndeed f i nds 
express i on th rough the l i kes of T r i n i ty Lutheran Cong regat i on ,  
Gettysburg Sem i nary and even the ELCA . 

I th i n k of that when I l i sten to, and somet i mes a l so engage 1 n ,  
" church bash i ng , "  espec i a l l y  w i th regard to the E LCA and H i gg i n s 
Road. Certai n l y  the church , whatever i ts form or  express i on ,  i 3  
constant l y  i n  need of reform i ng .  I n  fact. . i t  1 s  part of our  
respon s i b i li ty to offer our  best c r i t i que. Sarne of th i s  happened 
i n  a recent gather i ng of sen i ors to rev i ew the cand i dac y p rocess . 
I n � r. at s �th e :- i n g I sensed a g en u i n e s p i r i t c -f cc n c e r r. f c :� � 1, e 
church i n  the m i dst  of  ser i ou s  c r i t i que of some of the chu rch ' s  
pract i ces . The chu rch shou 1 d not on  1 y i nv i te that . i t  shou 1 d 
encou rage and aff i rm i t .  
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Howeve r ,  when such c r i t i aue 3oes beyond " speak i ng the truth 1 
1 ove , " and I st ress " i n l ove , "  1 t not on l Y ceases to be 
construct i ve ,  i t  beg i ns to bo rder on a r rogance . Occas i on a l l y one 
can detect a not so subt 1 e i nfe rence that " ,  f i t  were up to me " the 
church wou l d  funct i on as God i ntended i t !  Whenever  we speak our 
word of c r i t i que , i t  i s  i mportant to remember that i n  a certa i n  
sense we speak of ourse l v�s . We are part  of tha� church , 
espec i a l l y  the part that can be desc r i bed as " a l l - to-human . "  When 
our c r i t i que i s  d i rected p r i mar i l y  at p l aces l i ke H i gg i ns Road , we 
ove r l ook th i s  f ac t ;  and we i mp l y that everyth i ng wou l d  be f i ne w i th 
the church i f  on l y  H i gg i ns Road cou l d  be stra i ghtened out . I wou l d  
contend that the fa i thf u l ness and effect i veness of  th i s  chu rch 
depends far 1 ess on what happens at H i gg i ns Road than on what 
happens i n  ELCA cong regat i ons , i n  the serv i ce and l eadersh i p  
prov i ded by  pastors and asscc i ates i n  m i n i stry , and i n  the manner  
in  wh i ch the grace of God works i n  our .  l i fe and mi n i stry  togethe r .  

Soon each of you w i l l  be afforded new opportun i t i es and sett i n9s  
f rom wh i ch to speak the truth i n  l ove and to ca l l the chu rch to 
fai thfu l ness . More i mpo rtant l y ,  there w i l l  be new opportun i t i es to 
serve and to l ead towar9 that end . Most _ i mpo rtant l y ,  there w i l l  be 
new opportun i t i es to exper i ence God ' s  marv e l ous scheme of g race by 
wh i ch the one ho l y  cat�o l i c  and acosto l i c  church 1 s  emnowe r ad to 
carry out i ts mi s s i on i n  w i th and under the l i kes of a l l cf us . 

Daro l d  H .  Beekmann 
Pres i dent 
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Accord i ng to · the Student Assoc i ation Const itut ion , it 
is t ime for me to make an  annua l report to the Student Assoc i at i on . 
I have t r i ed desperately  to come up with an  excit i ng , i nnovat ive 
way to do this , but , a l as ,  have f a i led miserably in that attempt. 
Recently  someone conv i nced  me that this is s i mply a record 
for the benef it of future sem i n a r i a ns who w i l l  look back to 
see what was happe n i ng here in 1 99 1 , so I offer  you ( and them ) 
my ref lect ions . 

On the whole , I th i nk we ' ve had a good year . Some concerns 
wh ich had been pers istent l y  ra ised year a fter year have been 
add ressed through the i nsta l l at i on of better l i ght i ng , locks , 
and smoke detectors . A successful  food bank has gotten o f f  
the ground a n d  a number o f  commun ity forums were held on  a 
v a r i ety o f  top i cs rang i ng from worshi p  to f i na nc i a l  a i d  to 
i nsurance procedures . Soc i a l  events such as the Halloween 
party and  mov i e  n ights were we l l  attended and  a number of lectures 
and d iscuss i ons were  he l d  thanks to the j o i nt e f forts of  the 
soc i a l  act i on and  lecture committees . The Core Comm ittee 
met monthly as d i d  the Student-Faculty Relati ons Committee . 
In  my op i n i on , both committees ful f i l led the i r  d ut i es successful ly . 
I represented the student body at meet ings of  the Board of  
D i r ectors and  was met with l isten i ng ears and  respect . 

There was , as always , a lot of d iscuss ion about " community " ,  
whatever that e lus ive term means , and I am sure that it w i l l  
cont inue to occur as l on g  as the seminary  exists . What is 
Chr ist i a n  community?  What does it mean to l ive i n  such a commun ity? 
How do  we funct i on as a commun ity?  None of  these quest i ons 
have d e f i n itive a nswers . I only hope that they. w i l l  cont i nued 
to be t a lked about and prayed about . Another top ic  wh ich 
cont i nues to surface is the sense of fear  wh i ch often pervades 
the semi nary  expe r i ence . Fear o f  committees , fear  of speak i ng 
up i n  c l ass , fear of  writing  Table  Talk art i cles ,  a l l  of  these 
seem to at t imes paralyze  our seminary community . Aga i n ,  perhaps 
th is is a n  i nevitabl e  by-product of  our soc i ety , but one which 
I hope eases i nstea d  o f  i ntens i f ies .  

F i n a l l y ,  I ' d  l i kE! to take the chance to thank  ev(•r}'one 
who has supported me th i �  past yea r .  I truly have attempted 
to represent  the stueent �ody as f a ithf u l l y  as poss ible . I 
can't beg i n  to thank eve ryone by name , but I be l i eve a spec i a l  
than ks has to g o  to  Fre�d dent Beekmann . For those: o f  yc.:u who 
have not had  the opportun i t t  to work with h i m ,  I want to assu re . 
you that �e  are  lucky to have such a c a r i ng , comn1 itted pres i d en t . 
l'w o  other pE:·rsonal thank yous go to Da l e  G i ng r i ch ci t 1d  Megan 
ReynoJ � s , the SA treasure:  a n d  secretary . D a l e , you've been 
a b l essing  . . .  than ks for your pa t i &nce e nd a l l  the t i mes yoc've 
l istened to me g r i pe! Megan , you've been a great secretary ! 
Peace to - ?OB ' a l l  . . .  you ' rH in  my �rayers . . .  

-- - Tami Ruhf 



Dear Fr iends , 

. 
Won't you j o in w i th the Soc i a l  Act i on Comm i ttee this 

month in celebra t ing  the Crea t i on ? The focus of  this  mon th's 
act i v i t ies through the Soc i a l  Act i on Comm i ttee, w i l l  be the 
envi r onment. 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

There are a n umber of ways that you can get involved. 

Check out the Redactor each day for the opportun i ty  t o  
increase your awareness of  many of  the envtronment a l  
i ssues. Each d a y  there w i.11 be a concern l i sted a l on g  
w i th a s imple thing � that you can do t o  hel p. 

P i ck up a MacDona ld's col o r ing  sheet in the Coffee Shop 
for your l i t t le one or a youngster you know. Have the 
chi ldren color i t  and put i t  in Jan Elsasser ' s  ma i lbox 
by Apr i l  20th and the winner w i l l  recei ve a $ 5. 00  g i f t  
cer t i ficate t o  MacDona ld's for having the bes t colored 
picture. 

I f  you · don ' t  recycle , start. I f . you do, keep up the 
godd work. Remember , there a re recycl ing con t a iners 
behind the power house for a l uminum/t in/steel, g lass  
of a l l  colors. The commi t tee i s  working to  have a 
recycl ing cen ter placed behind He i ges Hall  as  wel l. 

Use recycled paper products whenever poss ible. The 
comm i ttee i s  look ing to have recycled paper products 
such as greet ing cards, wrapp ing paper, and s t a t i on a r y  
ava i l able f o r  student purchase. We are a l so look ing to 
have recycled paper used throughout the semin a ry 
departmen ts. 

Why not hel p  purc'. ,ase a tree. Penn ReLeaf has agreed 
to  ma tch every $ 1 50. 00 we are able to ra i se. If  you 
ar_e able to con t r ibute even a dol l a r  it would hel p  to 
replace many of the trees lost on campus to a w ind storm. 
Look in your ma i lbox for further informa t i on. 

There are man y ways to get involved in thi s  mon th ' s  
act i v i t ies. We hope you w i l l  t ake the opportun i ty to 
par t i c i pa te. 

S incerely, 

Jan L. Elsa sser 
Apr i l  Org a n i zer, 
Soc i a l  Act i on Comm i ttee 
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WARNIRi: '1bis DDYie nay be dangeroos to your health! 
by Marie Krueger 

My husband ,  John, and I were visiting friends in Washington, D.C. and 
were out for a night en the town in Georgetown when we spotted a small ITOVie 
theater. One of the ITOVies en the bill was Silence of the Lambs and John 
exclaimed that National Public Radio had recamiended the film and he suggested 
that we see it. We agreed and unfortunately had to pay a very weighty price 
of $6. 50 each. '!be last thing I said before the rrovie began was, "I hope 
this isn ' t  another rrovie with j ust violence toward wcmen and children like 
that Dirty Harry rrovie!"  

I can not begin to express the anger that that rrovie evoked fran ne. 
'!be rrovie was nothing but violence toward wcmen. Jodie Foster plays a FBI 
agent in training who is being used by her superior officer because she is 
a young, inexperienced wanan. She is assigned to question a psychopathic 
serial killer (Hannibal the cannibal and a fonner psychiatrist ) who has been 
ccmnitted to the most bizarre asylum for his crimes. '!'.he hope is that this 
killer will help the FBI catch another psychopathic serial killer who is 
currently lcx,se. '!be audience gets to see pictures and hear stories of how 
Hannibal killed his victims and ate them - rrost of them wcmen. Jodi Foster 
meets Hannibal only after she has walked past the other inmates who yell 
disgusting sexual slurs at her. '!be visit with Hannibal does not go well 
either. He degrades her into feeling horrible about herself and her childhood 
in West Virginia. She leaves the asylum only after walking past the other 
inmate who throw sanen en her. 

'!be rrovie then proceeds to get worse.  We then meet Buffalo Bill who 
is the current psycho at large. We watch as he attacks his victims - all 
wanen - strips them and keeps them alive, terrorized and brutalized in an 
abandoned well for three days. He then kills them by stabbing them after 
he shoves a skull-headed rroth cocoon down their throats to shut them up. 
He then proceeds to skin them (I learned later that he was making a dress 
out of their skins but he on=-y tcx,k cne piece off each wanan . )  and dumps 
their bodi� in a river. 

Following this we get to see the autopsy after the wcman 's l:ody is found. 
Again we hear the atrocities carmitted against this wanan. '!be examiners 
refer to the wanan as "it" . 

Meanwhile, Jodi Foster 's character has returned to Hannibal to try to 
glean any information fran him on what he thinks the current killer is doing 
and thinking. He insists that the only way that he will give her any 
information is if she sutrnits to his own psychological analysis. She subj ects 
to this in order to save other wcmen who have disappeared and are believed 
to be held by Buffalo Bill. 

By this time I had r-DRE than enough. I was so angry that I was shaking 
and tcx, angry to cry. (I cry now as I write this and am angry at a world 
that would make such a rrovie. )  John had had enough tcx, and we left, leaving 
our misogynist friends to "enjoy" the rest of the flick. John and I went 
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for dessert but I couldn ' t  eat. OUr frierxls later told us later _that the 
IIOVie atl.y got rore violent. 

'Ibis mvie is not a cheap slasher film but t..l-1e massage it sent was 
unmistakable. Violence against 't.Ullerl is a success. The film is currently 
secooo in the nation in cox off ice receipts . The rrovie ' s portrayal of ne..ri 
was not exactly flattering either. 'Ibey were either killers, users, or in 
lust with Ja:li Foster - animals with { literally) a heightened sense of smell .  

I hava never seen such an evil novie especially in light of the fact 
that an act of violence is ccmnitted against a wanan every 24 seconds. 'lbat 
statistic rises in times of increased patriotism arrl on Superbowl Stmday. 
I find it hard to believe that the novie creators were oolivious to the 
message they are sending about the treatment of wanen at the hands of men. 
Jedi Foster should know better too especially after being stalked by a crazed 
fan. ftbvies get their point across - and sane people listen as evidenced 
by just one �' s experience. She relates her story in this nonth' s issue 
of Ms. magazine, which features the results of a survey on violence suffered 
by �-

l 

In 196i, I was a college student, li�ng in downtown Chica­
go. next to lht Pla.vboy movie lhtaur. Om nzghL about 3 A.M. I 
was home aiont. Someone started knocking 1)11 m'.'' door. a.siting 
for P!tulia. l tol.d htm that tMre was noboa'.'' here b:· that name. 
i,ut ht lttpt pounding on lht door. Whiu I wa.s uiikzng io the po­
lice, ht broke lht door down. pushed hi.s way into my room. and 
narted hitting me in lht face . 

.1 day or so later. I went to the Pla-:,·oo·y Theater. The movie 
playing was called "Petuiia. " Sure enough. :n the movie Juiie 
Christie's face is shown severely beaten. -Washington State 

,, 
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" Inclus i v i t y "  i s  a buzzword wh ich has become s l i gh t l y  frayed 
around the edges . Due to overuse o f  the t �rm , no one i s  quite 
sure what its  exact de finiti on is  anym0re . Despi t e  that fact , 
t h i s  article  w i l l  be one more which makes a plea for i nclusivity 
on  this  campu s . The subject of the  plea , however , i s  not one o f  
the fami l iar ones . I speak o f  the "other Lutherans . "  

Yes , Virgin i a , Lutherans exist who do not yet belong t o  the 
megachurch , ELCA Inc . There are in fact s tudents on t h i s  campus 
( or at least one s tuden t )  who was and remains a member of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod . At this  po int I w i l l  o f f i c i a l l y  
come o u t  o f  t h e  c l o s e t  and adm i t  that I ,  yea even I belong t o  the 
M i ssouri Synod . 

Actua l l y  I never felt that I was in the closet . I feel no 
[ i nheren t ]  shame or guilt  over my denominational a l l e g i ance . 
M i s s ouri  i s  a church with  a long , proud h i � tory . There are some 
points o f  Mi ssouri h i s tory upon wh ich · I would rather not dwe l l , 
and you all  know what those are , but there are other points o f  
which I am justif iably proud . M i s sour i , for example , has never 
forgotten that theology ( however misguided one may feel s ome of 
that theol ogy to be ) is central to the work of the church , and 
that the miss ion o f  the church i s  to base what one does in what 
one is trying to say collectively about God and God ' s  
relationship to us and the rest o f  Creation . As another example , 
M i ssouri -Synod laypeople have for fi fty years been running one o f  
the farthes t-reaching mission organ i zati ons i n  Christian i ty .  
Thi s  organization o f  laity  only ( c lergy serve only as  adv i sors ) 
has a worldwide media outreach which extends into 4 5  countries 
and i s  heard in over 100 languages . 

Thus I have no personal reasons to feel uncomfortable abou t  
my church membe rs h j p .  I rea l i ze that I di sagree with the 
teach ings of Synod v1 some important po ints , but that is no 
reason for me to j ump ship w i thout careful considera t i on . As a 
lay person I have not  promised to uphold the teac h i ngs o f  the 
church in every po int . There are s ound arguments for the 
continued exis tence of this  church body , i f  only to present a 
counterpo int to the ELCA , which o f ten leans too far in  the 
oppo s i t e  ( l iberal ) direc t i on . I f  Missouri  is to survive w i thout 
becoming an anachronism , then some people o f  dissenting opinion 
must rema in there and continue to po i n t  cut i t s  fa i l i  : gs , a 
service which several good people on t h i s  campus do for the ELCA . 
Further , whence would I run? I di f fer w i th some o f  the ELCA ' s  
offici al and unofficial  stances also . 

Why then do I feel strange when f r i ends and acquain tances 
di scover my background? Frank l y ,  the Mi s souri Synod is seen as a 
convenient whipping boy ( ch i l d )  in th i s  commun i t y .  I t  i s  assumed 
that anyone on this  campus w i th a M i s s ouri  background has seen 
the l i ght and departed unto the ELCA . ThosP who have done so are 
applauded for the i r  wisdom . I ,  on the other hand , h ave not yet 
seen the l i gh t .  

I n  addi tion , I am not a n  MD I V  studen t ,  but MAR track B .  

7. 
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Upon becoming aware o f  my affiliation wi th Mi ssouri , more 
one fellow student has ask ed whether  o r  why I don ' t  really 
to be MDIV , Implici t in the que s ti on is , " She  has 
brainwashed into thinking she cannot  be ordained , but would want 
to be i f  she thought she could. " Thi s  as sumption i s  incorrect ,  
At thi s  time , I neither feel a personal call t o  be a pas t or ,  nor 
do I feel that my gi fts would be best used in that vocation. My 
father  i s  a pastor ; I ' ve seen what i t  takes , and I do n o t  think 
i t ' s  for me , If I felt otherwise , be assured tha t  I would 
con sider that a valid reason for leaving Mis souri. 

This atti tude i s  an example of the impression I have gotten 
about the way people in thi s  communi ty think about Mis souri. 
Some are simply uninform ed. Others  have s om e  information and 
have made judgments  therefrom. Because i t  i s  assumed that n o  one 
in thi s  community i s  currently of  Mis souri-Synod , the church i s  
considered fair game for comment ( often derogatory ) .  Many people 
here are extrem ely con scious o f  inclusive language , but only 
about certain groups (women and people o f  color ) ,  The physically 
challenged , for exampl e , have not  gotten much attention. I have 
also noticed a tendency toward reverse  di scrimination toward 
those in the "majori ty" , 

Th ere also exi sts a tendency in this communi ty to  be 
careless about inclusivi ty when the object o f  the inclusion is  
thought to be absen t. · Thi s can happen in reference to other 
races , other  genders , et  al . . . .  up to and including o th e r  church 
bodies. The Missouri -Synod i s  an example. In fact ,  m o s t  p eople 
are much more careful to be ''inclusive"  when they talk about 
other  denominati ons ( Epi scopalian s , Roman Catholic s ) than wh en 
they are di scussing Mi ssouri. Mi ssouri i s , you see , the ultra­
conservative church which is  still teaching s even t e en th-cen tury 
theology and doesn ' t  ordain women . While thi s  may be  true , i t  is  
by far not the who J e story , Remember that inclusivi ty aims to 
include everyone , not  just the groups which are popular or in the 
spotlight at the moment , or  even just tho s e  who are in the 
oppressed minority. Missouri may have s omething to t each you , 
thi s communi ty , and the ELCA as a whole. 



Andrea Dwork i n  has c l ear l y  sa i d  i t :  • Pass i on becomes 
i mpersona l whe n  there l s  no person i ns i de ,  no comp l ex human 
be i ng who i s  w i  l I i ng to know and to fee l . I t  i s  not 
know l edge of someone e l se that  makes pass i on persona l ;  i t  l s  
know l edge of  onese l f . "  

For some years now ,  I have had a concern abou t wha t  
h appen s  to  women when a cu l ture turn 3 them i nto  obJ ects . And 
l t  has become l ncreas t ngl y apparen t  that th l s  cu l tura l 
phenomenon . made more apparent  by mass medi a ,  l s  not go i ng 
to  go away on i ts own . The year that  I graduated f rom 
c o l l ege , I d i d  an  i ndependent  study on pornography ,  and i t s 
r e l at i onsh i p  to  v i o l ence aga i nst  women .  By the t i me I 
f i n i shed the proj ect , I was deep l y  d i sturbed and profound l y 
shaken . The connect i ons between pornograhy and v i o l ence 
toward women are so numerous that i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to even 
i mag i ne .  But we have grown up i n  a pornogragh i c  cu l ture , 
r i gh t ?  And the peop l e  who do that k i nd of stu f f  choose i t ,  
r i gh t ?  Freedom of speech , r i gh t s  of p r i vacy , and a l l that 
k i nd of stu f f ,  r i gh t ?  Yes ,  these th i ngs are true , bu t they 
are not the b i g  p i cture , and I am wonder i ng wha t  we as a 
church can do to  he l p  i l l um i nate  ' that  b i g  p i ct ur e .  

F i rst of f ,  maybe we need t o  l ook a t  our v i ews as a 
church toward sex , as we l l  as our person a l  v i ews toward sex . 
Sex i s  no l onger a subject that  we can qu i e t l y  i gnore i n  our 
churches or a t  home . Young peop l e ,  as we l l  as adu l t s are 
bombarded w i th  sexua l  adver t i s i ng ,  t e l ev i s i on programm i ng ,  
and mov i es a l l the  t i me . We stereotype ch i l dren ' s  toys , f rom 
the t i me that a ch i l d can s i t up , to  produce proper gender 
i dent i f i cat i on ;  and I wou l d  a l so add that  th i s  stereotyp i ng 
teaches l i t t l e  g i r l s  to be pass i ve and demure , wh i l e  i t  
t eaches v i o l ence to l i t t l e  boy s .  Maybe we shou l d  be pay i ng 
c l oser a t t en t i on . o  how our examp l es ,  and how our a t t i tudes 
as a church , < what  ma ter i a l  we teach , e t c . )  speak to  the 
a t t i tudes of the young peop l e  of our churches .  

I n  my read i ng th i s  semeste r , I was very moved by a 
p i ece ca l l ed " The Power of Anger i n  the  Work of Love"  by 
Bever l y  Har r i son , who l s  a Chr i st i an e th i c i st .  Har r i son 
makes the c l a i m  that  as a church we do not know how tc f e e l 
our fee l i ngs -- or maybe be t te r  yet , we don ' t  know wha t  to 
do w i th  wha t  we fee l . She says that t h i s  m i gh t  be the  r eason 
that " the church l s  such a stodgy and conservat i ve p l ace" . I 
th i nk that th i s  c l ose l y  t i es i n to  wha t  i s  go i ng on i n  our 
Amer i can cu l ture . I t  i s  eas i er for us to i gnore our f ee l i ngs 
than i t  i s  to  work w i th them . I t  i s  somehow eas i er for us to 
h i de i n  l i turg i ca l l y  correct serv i ces than to address the 
rea l needs of peop l e  w i th our rea l words and rea l 
ac t i v i t i es .  

1 
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Por:-nogr:-aphy cou I d  be argued to  be a per:-sona I hobby , � o 'if <V <V -L 

.J.J t, ..r:: (/J someth i ng that  doesn / t  af fect  a commun i t y -- bu t i t  cou l d .J.J � -� 
a l so be ar:-gued that por:-nography i s  a mor a l  s i ckness , a means 
of deva l u i ng onese l f  or another that  l eads to  a degr:-ada t i on 
mor:-e than per:-sona l ,  more than other . Th i s  degr:-adat i on l s  
system i c ,  and f u l l of hate . We k now that  ther:-e i s  a l i nk  
be tween pornogr aphy and v i o l ence , just  as we k now that  
domest i c  v i o l ence i ncr:-eases i n  t i mes of  war . < Some women 
even say that  there l s  a l i nk between por:-nography and be i ng 
a bad l over . )  How can we as a church addr ess th i s  i ssue? 
What  w i l l  we do to he l p  hea l  the ones who h ave been hurt by 
por:-nogr:-aphy and v i o l ence? 

As I wr:- l t e th i s ,  I am awar:-e that I fee l a great dea l  of 
r:-age wi th i n  my body . Not mere l y  anger , bu t rage. Rage over 
grow i ng up i n  a cu l ture that  t r i ed to turn me i n to an 
obj ect. Rage over:- the n ar c-ow escapes that I have had from 
ma l e  v i o l ence l n  my l i f e . Rage over:- the fact  that my 
daugh ter l s  go i ng to enter pube r t y  i n  a cu l ture that w i l l  
stead i l y  deva l ue her per:-sonhood , and a t tempt to  turn her 
i n to an obj ect.  Rage . . .  per:-haps r i gh t eous i nd i gna t i on i s  a 
be t ter:- wor d. And as I l ook i n to  the f aces of the women 
ar:-ound me a t  t h i s  sem i nary , and I know some of the i r:- stor i es 
and the pa i n  that  they have exper i enced ; I wonder how we can 
i gnore i t? I f  we as a sem i nary commun i t y cannot or:- w i l I not 
address the pa i n  among us , and the damage that  has been done 
by sexua l v i o l ence and. degrada t i on -- then how can we be 
veh i c l es of  hea l i ng ou t among the  peop l e  of the church? 

I have an i dea that perhaps a serv i ce of repentance for 
our v i o l at i on of women l s  i n  order . < There i s  such a th i ng ! ) 
Th i s  wou l d  be a good beg i nn i ng. Not mere l y  for men , bu t for 
women as we l l ,  because women i n  a pat r i arch a l  soc i et y  can 
of ten be as cr:-ue l and degr:-ad i ng to  other women as men can . 
Next , perhaps we need t o  be as aware of our sex i st i ssues as 
we are of our rar , st i ssue s ,  and we need to d i scuss these 
th i ngs open l y .  We need t o  exp l ore  our at t i tudes honest l y  and 
rea l i ze how deep l y  af fected we h ave a l l been by these 
i ssues . From there , we c an t ake wha t  we have l ear:-ned to the 
church , and beg i n  the d i f f i cu l t  t ask of speak i ng for just i ce 
and promot i ng hea l i ng .  Some may t h i nk that  I am J ok i ng ,  bu t 
I am as ser:- l ou s  as a sp i der , and I be l i eve that the future 
of the church  depends upon i t. 



OBJECTIONS TO THE GUIDELINES ON INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

Wendi Gordon 
April  4 ,  - 1 9 9 1  

NOTE : This paper draws heavi l y  on the words used i n  Objecti ons 
to the Guide l ines on Inclusive Language. I have done so 
del i berately ,  not to plag iarize that -document  but to show that 
the exact same arguments which the wri ters of that document 
use to  argue agains t  the use of  inclusive language suggested 
in the Guide l ines can be u�ed to support us ing inclus i ve 
language. 

1 . ) THE OBJECTIONS EVADE NORMAL,  SCRIPTURAL WAYS FOR SPEAKING 
A BOUT GOD . 

S t. Paul urges the Church to " Fol low the pat tern of  the sound 
words which you have heard from me . . . " ( I I Timothy 1 : 1 3 ) . 
Exclus ively masculine God- language veers away from the 
Bible ' s  pat tern . God and God ' s  actions are described in 
Scripture as those of  a midw i fe ( Gen . 1 : 2 7 ,  Psalm 2 2 : 9- 1 0 ) ,  
mother (Numbers 1 1 : 1 2 - 1 3 ,  Deut. 3 2 : 18 ,  Job 38 : 28 - 2 9 , Psalm 
1 3 1 : 2 ,  Isaiah 4 2 : 1 4 ,  Isa iah4 6 : 3 - 4 , Isaiah 4 9 : 1 5 ,  Isaiah 6 6 : 9 ,  
Hosea 9 : 1 4 ,  Hosea 1 1 : 3-4 , John 1 6 : 2 1, Acts 1 7 : 2 8 ,  Romans 8 ; 2 2 ,  
and 1 Pe ter 2 : 2 - 3 ) ,  mother bear ( Hosea 1 3 : 8 ) , woman ( Luke 1 5 :  
8 - 1 0 , Psalm 1 2 3 : 2 ,  and Proverbs 3 1 : 1 5 ) - ,  fire ( Deut . 4 : 2 4 ) ,  
wind (Acts 2 : 2 ,  John 3 : 8 ) , and rocak ( Isaiah 1 7 : 1 0 ) ,  to c i te 
bu t a few of the non-masculine images [ Guidelines ,  p. 1 4 ] .  
The Bible  speaks of God as he , she , and as gender-neutral 
obj ect ( rock , wind , f i r e ,  e�c ) .  Accordi ngly , to avoid or 
to condemn the third person fem i nine or gender-neutral 
reference to God is to rebel agains t  the Bibl ical text. 

2 . ) THE OBJECTIONS UNDERMINE THE CHURCH ' S  PUBLIC PROCLAMATION 
OF THE WORD OF GOD . 

The Object ions recommend only conven tional ways of speaking 
about God. Among the ;hurch ' s  teachers , there is no consensus 
in favor of using only mascul ine terms when referr ing to God , 
and many lay people are unfami l iar w i th the issues involved in  
asserting  the maleness of  God . How can the  church s tand 
before the world and w i th one voice confess "one Lord , one 
faith , one bapt ism , one God and Fa ther of us a l l "  ( Ephesians 
4 : 5- 6 )  and yet exclude females from being represented by that 
God? Some traditiona l ists , despite  the Guidelines ,  re fuse to 
use anything other than a masc u l i ne name or pronoun when 
speaking of God. Trad i tional God- language , when used ex­
clusively , undermines public  speaking o f  God. 

3. ) THE OBJECTIONS CAST DOUBT ON GOD'S REVELATION OF GOD'S SELF. 

The truth is , God personally  addresses us through the Gospe l 
preached in faithfulness to Scripture , despite  the hes i tations 
of the Objections to al low any bibl ica l  images that do not 
f i t  their  preconceived ideas of God as a male to be used . 
"If we receive human tes timony , the test imony of God is 
greater . . . ( l  John 5 : 9 ) , and God ' s  word tes t i f ies to the 
appropria teness of both mascul ine and fem i n i ne imagery in 
our a ttempts to be faithful  to the revelation  of the Gospel. 

//. 



OBJECTIONS TO THE OBJECTIONS , P. 2 

4 . )  THE OBJECTIONS ARE SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE WORD . 

It  i s  false humi lity to contend that "A l l  language ulti mately 
fails  to represent God fully . "  Nowhere does Scripture ei ther 
doubt or caution against i ts own capacity to represent God 
fully , accurately , and truthfully , but rather brims wi th 
confidence in its own reliabi lity and useful ne ss :  "All  
Scripture is  inspired by God and profi table for teaching , 
for reproof ,  for correcti on , and for traini ng i n  righteousnes s "  
( II Timothy 3 : 1 6 ) . By insisti ng that only masculine language 
can accurately represent God , the Objecti ons contribute to 
our collec tive disregard ( or ,  more accurately , our selective 
regard , since the Objections ignore those passages i n  Scripture 
which refer to God i n  "unconventiona l "  ways ) fur Scripture 
when we should be learning again to listen care full y .  

5 . )  THE OBJECTIONS D ISHONOR THE FATHER ' S  NAME . 

Chri st instructs the di sciples to pray like this :  "Our 
Father ( the actual word i s  "Abba " , which i s  be tter trans­
lated as Daddy ) .  There is some debate among scholars as 
to whether Christ was telling them to pray using those 
exact words , or to pray in a simi lar way . In  any case , 
i t  seems clear that by usi ng "Abba " , Chris t  was emphasi zi ng 
the close , loving relationship God wants wi th us . I f  using 
the term "Father" conj ures up painful  memories o f  an earthly 
father who physically , sexually , or emotionally  abused a 
person , than its use i s  the opposi te of  what Chri st i ntended 
by using "Abba" ; namely , to show that  God is persona l l y  
concerned about and lovi ngly w�tches over each of  us . 
For anyone whose earthly  father failed to imi tate the goodnes s  
and fai thfulness of God , there i s  no greater consolation 
avai lable than the freedom to substi tute another form of 
address for God which conveys the compassionate love which 
Chri st conveyed by using the term "Abba . "  Forcing anyone 
to pray in a way that they are hurt  rather than comforted 
when speaking God ' s  name c learly  dishonor s  God. 

6 . )  THE OBJECTIONS D ISCOU�AGE FAITH IN  THE INCARNATION . 

The Objections sadly obscure the good news o f  Christmas : 
that the Word became flesh , and i s  completely incarnate 
in Jesus of Nazare th. I t  i s  mi sleading to urge that Jesus ' 
maleness , rather than his humani ty and divi ni ty , be 
emphasized. Whi le i t  i s  certainly true that the Word took 
on ma le human flesh , there i s  no basis for c laiming that 
the divine nature of Chri st i s  male . Whi le  the uni ty of  
the human -0nd divine natures  of  Christ make i t  appropria te 
to refer to the second person of  the Trinity as male , that 
same unity makes it appropriate to emphasi ze that Chri s t  
transcends sexua l barriers to encompas s  both male  and female . 
Christ's humani ty i s  male ; his divinity i s  not ( or ,  at lea s t ,  
i t  i s  not exc lusively ma le ) .  Referring t o  Chri st as  male 
makes it easy to see his humani ty , but obscures hi s divi nity . 



(1) Pl 
::, 

CT "l  C: ... 
0 C: tn 

Pl ::, 
\Q (1) 
Cl) (I) 

en -

' (1) ..... 
::r G) ..... 3 

0 CT Pl 
0.. ::T CT 

(1) (1) 
11 .... 

I< �O THE OBJECTIONS , P. 3 

� OBJECTIONS MAINTAIN A HALF TRUTH , THAT GOD IS MALE . 

i s t  is God. Since Christ's human nature is male , and his 
.uman and divine natures are united in o"ne person , it  is 

possible 'to say , "God is a male. " However ,  we believe in 
a Triune God ; that is , we be lieve that there are two other 
persons in the Trini ty. The first person is traditional l y  
named as "God the Father . "  This indicates the rela tionship 
be tween the persons of  the Trinity , as does the use of "God 
the Son" to refer to Christ. Howeve r , "God the Father"  
did not take on ma le human flesh , and is not genera l l y  
thought to have male genita ls ,  even b y  those w!1O insist that 
the pronoun "he" be used when refer ring to the first person 
in the Trinity . Thus , whereas Chris t's hum� n maleness makes 
it accurate to refer to Christ as ma l e , there is no 
corresponding reason for  using the male pronoun when referring 
to God the Fa ther. The third person in the Trinity is the 
Holy Spirit. Those who use "he" when referring to the Spirit 
are on even shakier ground . In  fac t ,  they are contradicting 
Scripture itse l f ,  because the Hebrew word for Spirit is feminine , 
and the Greek word is neuter ( unlike English , the Greek 
language in which the New Testament was originally  written has 
a third person pronoun which is neither mascu line nor feminine ) .  
Thus , while there is a l egi timate basis for referring to 
Christ as ma le , there is not one for referring to the Triune 
God as exc lusive l y  mal e. 

8. ) THE OBJECTIONS DEPART FROM ACCEPTED PROCEDURE IN THE ELCA. 

There is no separate teaching of fice or "magesterium" in the 
ELCA , as there is in the Roma·n Catholic Church. Teaching 
authority is held in common by the ordained ministers , in and 
with a l l  baptized be lievers. There fore, the authors of the 
Objections have exceeded their authori ty by issuing a document 
which asks us to refrain from using any Scripture passage 
which contains a non-masculine reference to God , because 
al teratioos in the use of Scripture are ins tances of teaching 
and instruction. The Word is proclaimed with words , and any 
document which encourage. ;  restricting our  use of biblica l images 
for God is theologica l l y  important. I f  the Objections are 
circulated wide l y ,  and especia l l y  if they are passed at  a 
Nationa l Convention of the ELCA , many ordained pastors and 
concerned laypeople , who have the same teaching authority 
as the authors of the Objections , will  feel bound to conform 
to the limits set by the Objections , and refrain from using 
more inc lusive language when speaking of  God . The ELCA has 
al lowed members to disagree with social sta tements and other 
of ficial pronouncements of the church ; yet  the Objections 
do not give anyone the freedom to do tha t ,  a t  least not unless 
that person wants to " undermine the church ' s  public procla­
ma tion of the Word of  God" or "cas t  doubt on God's revelation. " 
Thus , the Objections a t tempt to assert  a teaching au thority  
for those who wrote them , but not for those who disagree . 
Clearly , the ELCA cannot al low that to be an accepted 
procedure for dealing with theolog ical issues. 

13 . 
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iA : Syllabus de s ign to boo s t  student s '  s tudying efficiency 

Spring term of  my undergradua te junior year , I happened 
to take two Engl ish  l i t  courses , " Shake speare" and "Mi l ton. "  
By midterm I di s covered that  in  both courses  I was having to  
read every a s s igned text  twice in  order to understand i t  --
once before the lec ture , and once after in effec t ,  having 
to do twice a s  much work as a s s i gned. 

Thi s  i s  not nec e s sari l y  a reflection on the profe s s ors , as  
each wa s an eminent scholar in the fie ld. Nor was i t  par t i cular­
ly a re flection on my reading / s tudy ski l l s  at the t ime. ( One 
can , perhaps ,  " skim" Shake s peare ; one does  not "skim" M i l t on ! ) 
On the contrary : several years lat er , when in my work a s  a 
secondary school Engl i s h  teacher I was taught the les s on des ign 
to  be de scribed herein below , I was able to  l ook back and see 
that , a s  it  happen s , the Shakespeare prof had used this  de s ign 
on two specific  occa s i on s , and on those two occas ions I had 
managed to read and unders tand the a s s igned text prior to  the 
next lec ture. 

The "Direc ted Reading-Thinking Ac t ivity" ( DR-TA ) i s  
adaptable to  any text  wha t s oever and any c l a s s  wha t s oever 
from advanc ed phy s i c s  to remedial ba sket�weaving. Some o f · my 
current profe s s ors  are , de fac to , us ing it now. Others -- and 
their students  -- might benefi t from refl ecting on this des ign. 

The DR-TA has s i x  components. The first  three --
I. Motivation 

I I. "Clearing" vocabulary 
I I I. S e t t ing the guide que s t ion 

-- normal l y  occur in one c la s s  s e s s i on ;  the fourth ,  
IV. Reading 

occurs a s  homework , and the final  two 
V. Review 

VI. Ap: lication 
occur in a subsequent c la s s. Thus , pertinent to our work on 
this  campus , the first  implicat ion of  the DR-TA is  that a s i ngle 
lecture on a given text  i s  inadequate ; ra ther , par t s  of two 
adjacent lec ture s mus t  be devoted to  each text , the first  lecture 
incorporat ing component s I - I I I  and the second components V and VI. 
The g i s t  of each component i s  a s  follows. 

Mot ivation depends on the level of  the students. I t  means 
one thing when one i s  deal ing , as I often was , with 1 5-year-old 
seventh graders in  whose  homes the only ava i lable reading material 
was TV Guide. For pos t-high school s tudents , the appearance of  an 
ass ignment and a due date in the syl labus may be a l l  the motivation 
one needs. 

Clearing i s  a matter of deal ing ora l ly ( firs t )  with words 
or concept s whose  roles  i n  the text are such that comprehens ion 
will absolutely be blocked i f  the s tudent doe s  not understand them 



me1;e;a·t11i11n1 

I I 1 1  

. !I 

in advance .  For exampl e ,  prior to having s tudents  read the 
Heidel berg Disputation , one might need to " c lear" t erms such 
as "treasury of merit s "  and facere in se  es t ;  for a reading 
from Paulo Fre ire , the terms might include 11cons c i entization" 
and " s truc tural violenc e . "  

Sett ing the guide que s tion is  mere ly  the wri t t en or oral 
announc ement , 11Read thi s text to find out X . "  Compo s i t i on of 
the guide que stion i t s e l f  -- that _!_ -- iscruc ial : ideally  i t  
should b e  a "high-l eve l"  ques tion ,  requiring the appl ication of 
som� critical  thinking skills  and some synthe s i. s  of  the mat erial 
read with the student ' s  prior knowledge ; and it  should be impos s ible 
to answer without relying on the entire text . 

I t  i s  not adequa t e ,  for example ,  to pos e  a que s t ion , "Read 
to find out about the advantages  of the NRSV for adul t Chri stian 
Ed classes ' '  -- if those last  ten words are merely  the t i tle  of 
the next chapter in a Chr i s t ian Ed text ! The que s t ion s imply does 
not meet the criteria mentioned above . I t  might , howeve r ,  work 
if one i s  having students compare NRSV and NEB chapt er by chapter 
at some point in one ' s  course  on the Epi s t l e s ! 

Review is the normal di scuss ion of reading , to take place 
in the next class  foll owing ; it  mus t  always begin with discus sion 
of the guide question per s e .  Application ,  on thi s  campus , will  
normal l y  take place in student s '  preparation of  exams or papers . 
In a sc ience curriculum , in contras t ,  it  would take the form of 
planning and executing experiments using the information read . 

Rami fications of the DR-TA for course de s i gn inc lude the 
fac t that s tudents wi l l  pre sumably read the a s s ignment a fter the 
first lec ture and before the second . 

I f  an all-lecture format is  be ing used , with clas s e s  on 
Mondays and Wednesdays , i t  is  thus prudent to  have the first 
lec ture on a given text on Wedne sday and the second on the 
following Monday . Thi s  al l ows s tudent s to read the a s s i gnment 
any time in the intervenin� four days -- the al ternat ive being 
to introduce the text Monday , as sume s tudents will  be able to 
read i t £!! Tuesday , and give the follow-up lec ture Wedne sday .  

Ba sically  the same schedul ing approach appl ies  i f  lecture s 
alternate  with seminars ,  the pre sumption being that the seminar 
functions in l ieu of the foll ow-up lecture . Again , however :  i f  
Monday lec tures al terna t e  with Wednesday seminars , it  may be 
better to  schedule the s eminar on a given text for ten days after _  
the introductory lecture , rather than assuming students have 
Tuesday wholly  free for complet ing this one a s s ignment . The pur­
pose of  the introduc tory lec ture be ing to enable s tudents to 
unders tand the ass igned text , only  the most exceptional will be 
able to read it  in advance of that lec ture and understand i t .  

The rest  need the instructor ' s  a s s i s tance to c l arify 
unders tandings presumed in the text , and to set  the ques tion 
that should guide their reading . 

Tim Wright 
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