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October 1 5th , 1 99 1  

Gree t i ngs i n  t h e  Name o f  Chr i st Jesus Our Lord ,  

The f a l l semester l s  near l y  ha l f  over . The 
members  of the  J u n i or c l ass a l ready l ook f am l l i ar t o  me when 
I wa l k  down the s i dewa l k .  I t ' s  t i me to dec i de whether I wan t 
t o  t ake t he second h a l f of my h a l f-course . Yet i t  seems that  
CPE has J ust ended,  and  that  the  many sem i nary ch i l dren have 
J ust returned to schoo l .  1''a l  I creates that  d i chot omy. One 
day m i gh t  be sunvner , and the nex t seems to have the 
cr i spness that promi ses snowfa l 1 .  

I fee l that  d i chotomy r i ght  now as I s i t here 
wr i t i ng .  l · m  p l eased that the nex t i ssue of Tab le Ta lk i s  
a l  most ready t o  go t o  the pr 1 n ter . A t  the same , however , I 
wonder a t  the  d i f f i cu l t y of drumm i ng up  i nt erest i n  th i s  
pub 1 i ca t  l on . L i ke the pastor preach i ng the f l  rst of tour 
consecu t i ve s tewardsh i p  sermons .  I ·  1 1  t ry  to be l i ght handed 
at so l i c i t l ng con t r i bu t i ons th i s  mon th . St l 1 1  I st rong l y  
urge you t o  th i nk abou t u t i l i z i ng th i s  veh i c l e  i n  the 
f u tu r e . Once you are ou t i n  the par i sh i t  won · t be as easy 
t o  state  your case so f ree l y  i n  the mon t h l y  news l e t ter . 

As prom i sed we beg i n  the f i r st i n  a ser i es of 
i naugura l addresses by former pres i dents  of th i s  sem i n ary  1 n  
th i s  i ssue. Look for " Prospec tus for a Schoo l of Theo l ogy " 
by Dr. Dona l d  R. He l ges . We a l so beg i n  a year l ong ser i es ot 
art i c l es by our students  from around the g l obe . Th i s  month  
we hear from Kersten Storch. 

One of the features of t h i s  year · s Table Talk 
wi l l  be art i c l es focus i ng on each of the c 1 asses i n  
res i dence . by those very c l asses. Those art i c l es shou l d  a l so 
make t or some I n terest i ng read i ng .  The response from Ch i cago 
to Pac i f i c  Lu theran Sem i nary regard i ng t h i rd year i n ter nsh i p  
has been summar i zed here as we l I .  

We encourage you t o  pu t your  pen t o  paper or 
your f i ngers t o  the keyboard , as the case may be . and 
prep�re to subm i t someth i ng for nex t mon t h ' s  i ssue. We thank 
M i chae l l?e t resky for h i s  f ab l e ,  and u r ge you a l  I to  take  
th i s  cue  and turn i n  your work . As men t i oned l ast mon t h . 
some ar twork wou ) d  l i ven th i ngs up  a b i t .  We got no t akers 
th l s  mon th , bu t hope that  you w i l l  th i nk abou t i t  for 
November . 

As men t i oned above , we have qu i t e a few 
ch i l dren as part of the  sem i nary commun i t y th i s  year . 
Therefore we are i nc l ud i ng a ch i l dren · s page as par t of 
Tab l e  Tails , (;h i l dren are asked to  subm i t  draw i ngs . poems , 
and the I l ke . 

Good Luck w i th  M i d-Term study i n g .  Uur 
November dead 1 1  ne 1 s November 8th , 1 99 1 .  On beha I f  of the 
Pub l i cat i on ' s  Commi t tee , I am Susan Fo l ks .  



S A  P R E S I D E N T I A L E P I S T L E 

The first weekend of October witnessed a 
great deal of activity on the campus . 
Tuesday the Alumni Council met , Wednesday 
and Thursday the Board of Directors met , 
and, in the midst of it all ,  the El.CA Task 
Force on Theological Education presented 
its discussion document . I want to express 
my appreciation of the time given by the 
Class Presidents (Carolann Hopcke , Richard 
Hair, and Mike Bonham) and by the students 
who attended the ELCA Task Force 
presentations . 

In the wake of that week ' s  activity, it 
seems best not to attempt to summarize 
everything that happened . Both the Board 
of Directors and the Alumni Council 
impressed me as being genuinely concerned 
and supportive of the difficulties we are 
facing . As soon as published minutes of 
the Board meeting become available , they 
will be placed in the SA Codex in the 
Library . For this epistle ,  I decided to 
simply present the report that I gave the 
Board of Directors on Thursday afternoon . 
The seminary administration and the Board' s  
Student Life Committee chair,  Barbara 
Tyler , reported on several other student 
concerns . 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
Report for the Board of Directors 

October 2 ,  1991 
Matthew Lynn Riegel , SA President 

Despite a rocky start , I have high hopes 
for the Student Association for this 9 1-92 
academic year . It seems important to me to 
make a distinction between the opinions , 
perceptions , and direction of the SA as 
different from my opinions , perceptions , 
and goals as president of the association , 
My reading of the SA Constitution & Bylaws 
convinces me that at times I will hold 
personal opinions different from those of 
the student body. My intention is to be 
honest with the students , administration , 
faculty , and board about those differences 

.. 

and not misrepresent 
myself,  

the students or 

Having faith in the workings of the Holy 
Spirit in the midst of the deliberative 
assembly , my primary task as president is 
empowerment of the student body in all 
dimensions of their seminary and church 
life .  By "all dimensions , "  I intend 
everything from the most mundane issues of 
community life to the most critical issues 
facing the church . Al though we might be 
termed students , we are also faithful 
laypeople who reflect , pray , and act in the 
milieu of the church . In the past,  we have 
gathered as a seminary community to reflect 
upon different features of our life and 
world, but we have rarely articulated in 
any focused manner our concerns , hopes , and 
visions . I believe that the deliberative 
process is the key to giving voice to this 
community of laypeople preparing for new 
vocations in . the Body of Christ . I will 
continually stress and facilitate this 
process throughout my tenure as president . 

Signs of the health of the student body can 
be seen in the three resolutions presented 
to the SA for consideration at the first 
business meeting . They indicate to me that 
the students are eager to tackle a wide 
range of issues from community life to 
academic structure . Some students have 
already approached me about the need for 
student reflection upon the Lutheran­
Episcopal Concordat , the Di vision for 
Ministry Study , and the task force study on 
theological education. 

During the summer , students have been 
involved in searches for faculty and staff 
positions , revision of the Refectory Coop 
Constitution , and the " 165 Think Tank . "  
Since the start of the year , the SA has 
sponsored two parties as social mixers , a 
corrmuni ty dinner , and Vespers . A pre­
Session issue of Table Talk has been 
printed , flag-football has started , Social 
Action has begun exploring environmental 
and refugee issues , and the other 
committees are gearing up for the year . 

z,, -



.·i tual life is  a growing concern 
.,fleeted in an increased attendance of 

eompline and the f onnation of some small 

The individual classes are confronting the 
usual situations , but their solutions 
demonstrate a new spirit .  The seniors have 
held discussion sessions on the SAEs and 
invited certain faculty members to offer 
their insights . During internship, the 
present senior class operated an 
underg round newsletter wh ich has 
contributed greatly to their class unity. 
The present internship class is continuing 
that practice . The junior class has begun 
to identify fellow students having academic 
difficulty and is helping them through 
tutoring and study groups . 

Major student concerns have focused on 
child-care , food pantry, and heal th 
insurance . Both child-care and the food 
pantry--a permanent feature of seminary 
life for the foreseeable future--are 
operating relatively smoothly. The health 
insurance issue is being addressed by a 
student task force . Heal th insurance poses 
the major crisis for the year and threatens 
the already fragile financial stability of 
nearly every student . It  is impossible to 
underestimate the severity of the 
situation . Some students are facing the 
hard decision between breaking ELCA policy 
and buying food . Financial aid resources 
have already been spread thinly for this 
year ; the suggestion of redistributing next 
year ' s  aid, according to health insurance 
needs , threatens to cut some students out 
entirely in a zero-sum game . By way of 
example , a student with a spouse and two 
children--a not atypical student these 
days--pays $920 quarterly. Counting 
deductibles and co-payments , this situation 
may mean $ 1 6 , 000-$20 , 000 for health 
insurance during a four year education . It  
must be remembered that this sum is borne 
by students on a fixed income if not zero 
income . 

There are many more things that I could 
share with you , but it  seems prudent to me 
to allow the SA to work throughout this 
year in identifying the concerns of the 
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student body, articulating them in a 
focused manner , and acting on our own 
authority where appropriate . Throughout 
the year , I am open to talk with any of the 
members of the board and would welcome your 
questions or observations . 

Knop f l er Knotes : 
For any other D i re Stra i ts  
f anat i cs ou t there , the  1 ong 
awa i ted new a l bum by the band 
was  f i n a l l y  r e l e a s e d  i n  
m i d-Sep tember . On Every Street 
l s  a b l uesy a l bum that  po i n ts  
to  the  t ypes of  th i ngs that 
Mark Knopf I er has been do i ng 
dur i ng the band; s four  year 
h i a tus . 

l n  add i t i on to  mov i e  
sou n d t r a ck s , K n o p f l e r p u t  
toge ther an a l bum w i th h i s  
Not t i ng H i l l b i l l y f r i ends , 
missJng • . • presumed havtnq __ <1 
good time .  Last year Knop t l er 
and cou n t r y  gu i t ar i st Che t  
A t k i ns created Neck and Neck a 
co l l ect i on of i nstrumen t a l  
p i eces w i th  a few voca l cu t s  
i nc l uded .  For th i s  a l bum , 
Knop f l er and  Atk i ns won two 
Gr ammy awards . 

On Every _.filr� i s  a 
m i x ture  of  songs i nc l ud i ng 
parod i es ot  t v  preachers , 
consumer i sm ,  and drugged up 
mus i c i ans . For an yone who has 
ever enj oyed the mus i c  of D i re 
S t ra i t s ,  I h i gh l y  recommend 
i t .  For an yone who enj oys 
hear i ng a good sm i l e  over the 
a i rwave s ,  i t · s  a must . 



A BLAST FROM THE PAST 

Inaugural Address 
' ' Pro spect-u.s for a. Scho o l  of The o l ogy ' '  

Donald R ,  Heiges 

Distinguished 
friends : On behalf 

guests ,  alumni , 
of the board 

and 
of 

directors , I greet you . Be assured that 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary is 
honored by your presence . I now invite 
your consideration of the announced 
subject, "Prospectus for a School of 
Theology . "  

Webster Defines a prospectus as "a 
preliminary statement of an enterprise . .  
. giving advance information calculated to 
arouse interest and win support , "  and notes 
that it  is derived from prospectare, "to 
look forward . " Both definition and 
derivation support the use of "prospectus" 
on this occasion . This is indeed the 
moment to look forward , and what I have to 
say is preliminary ; the application of the 
word "enterprise" to a school of theology 
has a welcome dynamic connotation ; and an 
inaugural address is traditionally designed 
to arouse interest and win support . 

Theological education seems always to 
be undergoing examination . Church bodies 
periodically make recommendations , non­
denominational research teruns publish their 
findings , individuals write articles on the 
subject , editors now and then devote an 
issue of their periodicals to theological 
education , and schools sometimes engage in 
self-studies . The deposit of all this 
activity is impressive in quantity , and I 
have examined some of i t .  What I say, 
therefore , will doubtless reveal sources 
for which there is no documentation . I 
gladly acknowledge such indebtedness ,  
although my primary source is personal 
experience in a number of theological 
schools along with conversations for a 
quarter of a century with those engaged in 
theological education. 

Prefatory to sketching a prospectus , 
some deli mi tat ion of the field is in order . 
As is well known , there are several types 
of theological schools in existence today, 
and I do not essay to evaluate to types , 
My observations have to do only with a 
seminary which is an integral part of the 
life of a particular church body. 

Furthermore , I have in mind a Lutheran 
school of theology, al though I hope thR t 
this prospectus will have validity for any 
seminary which is identified with an 
organized church . 

Under lying what I shall say is an 
assumption , which will not be defended 
because of its axiomatic character , namely , 
a school of theology which is created and 
maintained by the church has i ts rai son 
d 'etre in service to the church . This is 
not to imply that such a theological school 
should be subservient to its parent church 
body to the point of endangering either its 
character as an institution of higher 
education or its freedom to be critical of 
the organized church . 

Having identified this assumption , 
and having noted the aforementioned 
delimitation , let us proceed with the 
prospectus . This will take the form of 
three theses and a concluding statement 
regarding their relationship.  

I 

The first thesis : A t  the center of a 
theological school , crea ted and maintained 
by the church , is the worship of Ah11igh ty 
God, Fa ther, Son, and Holy Spiri t .  The 
most prominent building on the campus is 
the chapel , inasmuch as it symbolizes such 
worship and provides appropriate facilities 
for its corporate expression . Both 
corporate worship and the devotional life 
of the individual are essential to the 
enterprise . In the words of the late 
Richard Niebuhr , "while a community which 
centers in worship is not a theological 
school ,  a theological school in which 
worship is not a part of the daily and 
weekly rhythm of activity cannot remain a 
center of intellectual activity directed 
toward God . "  

It is tragic and ironic that all too 
frequently a chapel is the last building to 
be constructed in a seminary compound . 



:,bms there must be at the outset , and 
. caries , and a refectory, and, of 

. .cse , offices ; but for worship, wel l ,  any 
;age classroom or lecture hall will do, or 

perhaps the church across the street can be 
made available ! . There are usually 
stubborn economic reasons for this pattern 
of postponement and make-do , and yet , would 
this pattern really have been necessary in 
most cases if the founding fathers of our 
seminaries had genuinely envisioned worship 
as central in theological education? But 
why point a finger at the founding fathers? 
In our own era I have heard administrators 
and professors relegate worship in a 
theological school to a peripheral position 
of little more significance than a coffee 
break ! 

Let the thesis be repeated: At the 
center of a theological school , created and 
maintained by the church , is the worship of 
Almighty God. Worship is not an elective ; 
worship is a requirement , not for 
graduation but for a seminary ' s  graduates 
to be more than professionalized recruits 
for the service of the church . 

Why? Because the church has the 
right to expect the graduates of 
theological schools to be , first of all ,  
men of God , men who in a very special sense 
have been nurtured by Word and Sacrament 
during their seminary years , men who by 
daily discipline have learned to live in 
the Presence of Christ ,  men who by 
corporate worship and private devotion have 
come to know what it means to present 
themselves as a living sacrifice, men who 
have welded ora and labora together to the 
glory of their Creator and Redeemer .  This 
is one answer to the question , "Why must 
worship be central?"  The orientation of 
this answer is to the future ; its emphasis 
is upon preparation for the ministry of the 
church . 

There is another answer , equally 
valid , to the question , "Why centrality of 
worship?" Because unless a seminarian 
daily kneels , alone and with fellows , in 
the Presence of God , there to receive His 
forgiveness ,  guidance , and power , sooner or 
later the divine call will grow faint , the 
inner wells of the spirit will go dry, and 
there will be only a dusty land where the 
path of commitment has faded away . 

The fact of the matter is that 
theological education is a most unusual 
kind of education. A student can 
successfully complete his education in 
medicine, in law , in engineering and never 
in this educational process be personally 
confronted with the ultimate questions of 
existence . Not so in theological education 
where the ultimate questions abound, and 
there is no escape . In the now familiar 
words of The Advancement of Theological 
.Education, 

t h e o l o � i c a l  s t u d y  h a s  a d i m e n s i o n  
r e qu i r i n g  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  1 e t h o d s ,  
y e t  t r an s c e n d i n g  a l l  11 e t h o d  s i n c e  i t  
t o u c h e s  t h e  r e a l 11  o f  g r ac e , G rowt h  i n  
C h r i s t i a n s e l f - u n d e r s t an d i n g and  
co1 11 i t 1 e n t  can not  be  bound  to  t he  
f o r 11 a l  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t e a c h i n g  a n d  
l ea r n i n g .  T h e  wo r k  o f  r ead i n g ,  
c l a s s room  d i s c u s s i o n ,  and l e c t u r i n g  
m u s t  g o  o n , r e t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  
p r e s up po s i t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e o l og i c a l  
l e a r n i n g  i s  t h a t  God ' s  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  
r e d e m p t i ve power  a r e  t h e  u l t i ■ ate  
r e s ou r c e , 

It has been affinned times without 
number that a theological school is a 
Christian community of teachers and 
students .  I t  should be indeed ! The force 
of the affirmation , however , depends upon 
our understanding of Christian community. 
Frequently this understanding is in terms 
of a "togetherness" fostered by softball 
tournaments , faculty open houses , seasonal 
festivities , and animated conversations 
between students and professors outside the 
classroom . Christians may engage j n  this 
commendable activity to their prof i t ,  but 
such activity does not create Chri stian 
community , which is nurtured by Word and 
Sacrament . Only as students and faculty 
members faithfully and joyfully assemble to 
hear the Word and to receive the Sacrament 
of the Al tar will they live in Christian 
community ,  that i s ,  in Christ .  



The comp l e te  texts  of  those 
i t ems summar i zed be l ow are 
avai l ab l e  f or your  read i ng i n  
t h e  S t u de n t  Assoc i a t i on 
Documents  Notebook ava i l ab l e  
i n  the l i brary . 

Summary ..Q.L the ELCA Response 
to Pacific Lutheran Semlnarv/s 

letter re : third vear 

tnternshlps 

There l s  ser i ous d i scuss i on 
underway abou t the p l ace of  
I n t ernsh i ps at  our sem i nar i es .  
I n ternsh i p  d i rec t ors have made 
a p r o p o s a l r e g a r d i n g 
a l ternat i ves t o  the th i rd year 
i n t e r n sh i p  ( se e  summ a r y  
be I ow , . Members of  the Task 
F o r c e  on t h e  S t u dy o f  
Theo l og i c a l  Educat i on w i  1 1  be 
on campus I n  1 991 -92 to  heac­
s t u d e n t  c- e s p o n s e s . 
Conversat i on l s  hoped t o  be 
advanced at these mee t i ngs . 
The task f orce w l  I I make 
recommendat i ons i n  the f a t  I of 
1 992 wh i ch w l  1 1  be presented 
t o  t h e  1 9 9 3  c h u r chw l d e  

assemb l y .  

Summary ot the Proposal tor 

Internship/Residency Options 
ln the ELCA : 

I n t ernsh i p  l n  I t s present  f oc-m 
l s  af f i rmed .  Other toe-ms of  
i n ternsh i p  have proven to  be 
l ess adequa t e .  Geograph i ca l  
constra i n ts  of i n terns has 
l e f t  cer t a i n  par ts  of  the 
c h u r c h  n e g l e c t e d wh i l e 
chu r c h e s  c 1 o s e r  t o  ou r 
sem i nar i es st rugg l e  t o  prov i de 
enough adequate  s i tes . There 
are a number of advant ages t o  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  t h ose 
stuaents  const r a i ned due t o  
f am i l y  a n d/ o r  f i n a n c i a l  
s i tuat i ons . 

The Res i dency Op t i on The 
sem i nary wi 1 1  ass i gn students  
as  res i dents to  three year 
s i tes  under  superv i s i on and i n  
c o n su l t a t i o n w i t h l oc a l 
b i shops . Fo l  l ow i ng approva l 
a f t e r  one year of  sem i nary 
overs i ght , the res i de n t  wou l d  
rece i ve the M . D i v .  a f t e r  a 
per i od of t ime back a t  the 
sem i nary for an " i n tegrat i on 
sem i nar . "  The res i dency opt i on 
i nc l udes a th ree-year study 
p l an f or con t i nu i ng educat i on .  
B i shops c res l de n t / s  own b i shop 
p l us the l oca l b i shop ) and 
candi dacy comm i t t ees wou l d  
mon i tor progress . 

There are two mode I s  of  the 
c-es l dency op t i on . The Nor th  
Dakota  mode l wou l d  group a 
number of res i dents  w I th  one 
super v i sor- wh i ch wou l d  i nc l ude 
s l gn l t l c a n t  p e e r- g r o u p  
i n teract  I on . The Pennsy I van I a 
mode l wou l d  p l ac e  o n e  
superv i sor w i th  one res i den t  
l n the same o r  a nearby 
par i sh .  

< I nc l uded l n the Proposa l are 
a I 1 s t o f  p e dagog i c a l  
cons i derat i ons and poss i b l e  
s t u d e n t  q u e s t  l o n s  w l  t h  
answers . > 

I t ems summar i zed by Jan . L .  
E l sasser . 



Once upon a t l me there was a 
Madman who wore ragged c l othes 
and I i ved under a br i dge at  
the  edge of  the  t own . No  one 
knew how he had become mad -
t h ou gh h e  h a d  o n c e  b e e n  
someone who was i mpor t an t . 

Now everyday th i s  Madman wou l d  
stop whoever t r i ed to  cross 
" h i s " br i dge . A t  the f i rst 
s i gn of  someone approach i ng 
the  br l dge . he wou 1 d scamper 
ou t from under the br i dge and 
shou t at the passer-by , " Why 
am I so 1 one I y? Why am I so 
l one l y ? "  Good Chr i st i an peop l e  
were f requen t l y  stopped by the 
Madman and t r i ed to reason 
w i th  h i m  as best they cou l d . 

- A 1 earned doc tor return  l ng 
from the un i vers i t y  sa i d ,  " Le t  
me pass Madman . I t  l s  your 
madness that  has caused your 
l one l i ness . Come w i th  me so 
that  I can cure you and . . .  " A t  
th i s  t i me the  Madman waved h i s  
f 1 st and screeched . 11 Pass me 
by O Learned Doc t or . 11 And so 
the l earned doc tor wen t  h i s  
way . 

- A wea l thy merch an t  return i ng 
t r om a cou n t ry f a i r  sa l d ,  " Le t  
me pass Madman . Your wre t ched 
state  has made ever yone abhor 
you . Le t me t ake you back to  
t own wh e r e  . . •  11 A t  t h i s  
suggest i on the Madman waved , 
t ear i ng h i s  rags . " Pass me by 
0 Wea l thy Merchan t . "  And so 
the wea l thy merchant wen t  h i s  
way . 

- A t oo I i  sh J ester  return  l ng 
from the cast l e  sa i d ,  " Le t  me 
pass Madman . A I I of 1 l f e l s  
f oo l i shness and so t oo l s  your 
I one I l ness . Jo l n me . f or the 
wor l d  l oves . . .  " At t h i s  the 
Madman screamed and grabbed 
h i s  w l  I d  mane of h a i r .  " Pass 

ff. 'fable 

me by O Foo I l sh Jester . 11 And 
so the  f oo l i sh J ester  wen t  h i s  
way . 

- T l me passed and the Madman 
grew o l d .  

One day an O l d  Man was 
stopped by the Madman who 
l i ved under the  br i dge . Th i s  
0 l d Man had 1 on g , wh l t e ha  i r 
and a l ong beard .  And when the  
Madman asked h l s  quest l on . 
" Why am I so l one l y '? "  i n  a 
weakened vo i ce , the U l d  Man 
sa i d ,  " I  am J ust an O l d  Man . I 
do not know very much , and I 
am not impor t an t . I do not 
know why you are l one l y .  I 
on l y  know that  I have been 
l one l y ,  t oo .  At th i s  the 
Madman ' s  appearance seemed to 
change . E'ea tu res hardened by 
t l me and c l  rcumstance seemed 
t o  sof ten . u n t  1 1  there were 
J ust two o I d  men on the 
br i dge . For the madman had 
van i shed , and was never heard 
from aga i n .  

- M .  Pet resky 



J\.r�oond ti)� Glob� ... 
wi tit )5,rs i1.'1J. j t�'Yt: Ii-

I know this English man who 
was driving around in  the South 
and he stopped for breakfast 
one morning somewhere i n  southeast 
Georgia. He saw grits on the 
menu. He ' d  never heard of  ' grits. ' 
So he asked the waitress : "What 
are grits anyway?" "Grits 
are-50. "  

He " Yes , but what are 
they?" 
She said : "They are extra. " 
He " Yes I ' ll have the 
grits please. " 

Laurie Anderson-United S tates 

When I read this shor� story 
in  Laurie A nderson ' s  book about 
the United S tates j ust  a few weeks 
before I came to this country , 
it  was beginning to dawn on me : 
' O ,  that ' s  America. If  you want 
to know how it i s ,  you have to 
try i t ,  otherwise you can not 
understand it. This discovery 
was reassuring for me , because 
there was not much time at home 
to prepare for my leap over the 
A tlantic. When the Dean of our 
Seminary asked me , in  the last 
days of April , if I would like 
to study next year somewhere in  
the eastern United S tates , I said 
yes. I did not have any idea 
what it meant to go to America. 
Of  course I had read the books 
written by Kerouac , Heller and 
S teinbeck which all my friends 
had read. I knew about the 
experiences that influenced Paul 

Til lichs theological thinking 
after he arrived in  the U.S. 
I was also familiar with all these 
rumors , pictures and prej udices 
determining the typical image 
of  the United S tates. Yet I had 
never thought that I would go 
there because it  wasn ' t  possible 
for a student like me in the former 
GDR to study in  the-so called­
"western part" of the world. 
There were restrictions by the 
government until the wall went 
down , and then it wasn ' t  possible 
because of , I didn ' t  know that 
there was a possibility to get 
a scholarship. It  was very new 
and adventurous idea for me to 
cross the ocean towards the USA. 
But after the first  cheers and 
a big party in our dormitory in  
Leipzig where all my fellow 
students promised ( or threatened ) 
to visit me , my studies and all 



J everyday things went on again . 
.merica was only a thought in 

the background . 
My s tudies were dominated 

in this time by the examinations 
in Hebrew , Church History , Old 
Testament and Philosophy .  I t  
seems appropriate t o  say something 
about the theological education 
in Germany at this point because 
of the dif ferences in the American 
system . The Lutheran , Reformed 
and , so called , Union churches 
are organized in the EKD= 
Evangelische Kirche in Deutchland 
( comparible to the ELCA ) which 
i s  the church with the most members 
in Germany today . Until this 
year the EKD was the only 
organization of churches in western 
Germany and in eastern Germany , 
in the former GDR , there existed 
a similar association . Every 
person who wants to become a pastor 
in this church has to complete 
a s tudy of theology lasting usually 
five or six year s .  I t  i s  possible 
to study either at a state 
university or at a few seminaries 
of the church . The requirements 
are the same in both cases . I t  
is very common t o  change from 
one university to another , or 
to change from a seminary to a 
university during a course of 
s tudy . The study finishes with 
the first state examination The 
s tudents who have decided to become 
a minister in the church then 
start their internship , which 
takes one or two years depending 
on the local church , and ends 
with a second state examination 
as a condition of ordination . 
When I go back I have to go to 
the university in Leipzig to 
complete my studies because all 
the seminaries in eastern Germany 
will have been broken up before 
I return . The reason : Money ! 
After the Protestant churches 
of eastern Germany became members 
of the EKD this year , they were 
asked to take over the same system 
of church taxes as in the Wes t .  

This demand started an intensive 
and hard discussion in the eastern 
churches ,  and finally resulting 
in the establishment of the new 
tax-system against the will of 
a lot of the members . This system 
was established for the West where 
the average income is still much 
higher than in the East .  This 
difference means that in the East 
a lot of church members now don ' t  
have to pay any taxes on the basis 
of their low wages .  So one could 
say , in a wider sarcastic sense , 
that our Seminary is a victim 
of the German-German reunification . 
Of course the description of the 
problem given here is 
oversimplified , but it shows in 
a typical way what the questions 
are for the church in eastern 
Germany touay. There is not only 
j ubilation and j oy at the 
unificaiton . 

The whole li fe of the society 
( and this also means each of the 
members in society ) is in a 
changing process in eastern 
Germany. The church has to define 
in a new way i t ' s  position in 
the present . This is a great 
chance for our church . I hope 
we will not fail to face the 
challenge • We need to continue 
to ask what it means to be the 
salt of the earth under these 
new conditions .  I hope fur ther 
that I will see and understand 
how Christians in the U . S .  answer 
this question and we can learn 
from each other . I look forward 
to sharing life on the Campus 
with you during the next months 
and I hope we will find time to 
talk and become friends , in spite 
of studies , stress and teaching 
parish . 

Kersten 
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HE first thing expressed in my snl is a cross, hb.ck, within the 

, 1 han. to put me in mind tl12t f2ith in Christ crucified uves 
r • '� us. •for with the he2.rt nun hclicvcch unto righceousricss:+++ 

�ow, although the cross is bl2.ck. mortified, and intended to c2use p:un, ' ycr. it docs not ch:mgc the colour of the he2.rt, docs not destroy nature -
i. c.. docs nee kill, but keeps ilivc. •For the just shall live by f;;i..ith, • - by 
faith in the Saviour. +++ But this heart is fixed upon the centre of a 
white rose, to show that faith causes joy, consob.t.ion and �ace. The 
rose is white, noc red, because white is the idc� colour of all mgds and 
blessed 1pirirs. +++ This rose, moreover, is fixed in 2 sky - coloured 
ground, to denote th:it such joy of faith in the spirit is bur :m cmcst 
and beginning of havmly joy to come, as 2nticip2tcd 2nd held by 
hope, though not yet revealed. +++ And around this groundb2se is 2 
golden ring, to signify that such bliss in haven is endless, md more 
precious than all joys and treasures, since gold is the best and most pre, 
cious mcul. Chriu, our dur Lord, He will give guce unto ctern,l lifc. 

Amen 

,1��+-1 �1;u. 

{coNTEST CONTEST CONTEST COLOR THE SEAL CONTEST CONTEST CONTEST 1 

Th i s  i s  f or ever yone ! Color  t he s ea l  accor d i ng t o  t he above d e s cr i pt i on. 
Cut i t  out , and place  i t  i n  t he TABLE TALK ma i l box  by next  Fr i d ay. 

CJ p 
-0�� 
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. 

.--'1'� �  

I d e n t i t y your seal  on t he back wi t h  your name , and c l as s i f y i t  by  one 
of  t hese  cont est  cat egor i es : facul t y , s t ud e n t , s pous e ,  or ch i ld . 

I f  you a r e  a chi l d ,  g i ve  your age. GOOD LUCK ! 

Ext ra  �eals  are ava i l a b l e  under  t he ma i l bo xes . 



I n  a surp r i se move a t  the 
M i dd l e r C l as s  me e t i n g o n  
Sept ember 30 th , Laura Hocker 
grabbed the  pos i t i on of c l ass 
represen t a t i ve t o  the  A th l e t i c  
Commi t tee . Her i mpass i oned 
p l ea to be a l  l owed to serve , 
wh i ch qu i ck l y  accomp l i shed i ts 
goa l o f  mov i n g Lau r a ' s  
c l assma tes  to  con f i rm her 
w i thou t  oppos i t i on ,  l s  here 
reproduced i n  fu  1 I : " I  don ' t  
h ave t o  be cha i rman , r i ght ?  
OK , OK , 1 ' 1 1 do i t ! " 

A t t e r  t ak i ng a tew mome n t s  t o  
recover from t h e  exc i t emen t  of 
that  emot l ona I ou tburst , the  
qather i ng turned  i ts a t t e n t i on 
t o  a ma t t e r  o f  gr a v e  
respons i b i l i t y :  pc-otect i on of 
the ha I l owed Luther statue  
from an expected ons l augh t by 
the Jun i or C l ass < herea f t er 
re ferred t o  as ' the Turks' ) .  

P r e s i de n t  R i ch a r d  H a i r  
i n formed the assemb l y  of a 
report he ' d  recent l y  rece i ved 
t r om a n  u n n amed sou r:- c e  
a 1 I eg l n g  that  the  Turks h ave 
made p l ans to abuse the I mage 
of our be l oved Reformer on or 
abou t the n i gh t  of 29 Oc tober 
1 9 9 1 . A g h a s t  a t  t h e  
poss i b i l i t y  that  anyone wou l d  
even conce I ve of such a p I an . 
the  M i dd l er C l ass lmmed l at e l y  
beg�n a bra i n-storm i ng sess i on 
i n  order t o  de term i ne the most  
e f f ect i ve me t hod of thwar t i ng 
the Turks'  dast ard l y  des i gns . 

l n  the i n t erest of secur i t y ,  
th i s  repor ter wi l l  not revea l 
the strateg i e s  of the hero i c  
M i dd l e r s . C o n s i de r i n g t h e  
l e ve l o f  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  
i n t e l l ect d i sp l ayed by th i s  
group , however , the reader can 
we I I i mag l ne that the me t hod 
of coun ter-at t ack has been 
br i l l i an t l y  formu l ated and 
carefu l l y though t  through . I t s  
e x e cu t i o n p r om i se s  t o  be  
rendered i n  an  equa I I y adro 1 t 
manner . 

T h e  T u r k s  wou l d  be we l I 
adv i sed t o  reca l l the f a t e  ot 
the Anabap t i sts  i n  Munster 
t 1 535 > and so abandond the  1 r 
m i sch i evous I n t en t . C l ever as 
they  may be , they  are no match 
for the co I I ect i ve ml nd and 
resourcefu l ness of the M i dd l er 
C l ass . The Tu rks'  p l an s ,  no 
ma t t e r  h ow c a g e y  or  h ow 
sk l l  l fu l  l y  dev i se d ,  are doomed 
t o  f a i l ure . 

Lu ther may be s i t t i ng ,  bu t the  
M i dd l er (; J ass w i l l  t ake a 
va l i an t  and v i c t or i ous stand ! 

Remember that Oct ober 
30 th l s  Lu ther Co l l oqu l m .  We 
are grac i ous l y  d i sm i ssed f rom 
c I asses so that  we have the 
oppor t un i t y to  a t t end the 
c o l l oqu l m  f u n c t i on s . P a s t  
I ectures have been exce J I e n t , 
so p l ease p l an to  a t t end . 
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Junior Jotting5 
The new Junior c lass is very 

diverse . We have approxamately 
fifty-four people in our class , 
twenty-seven males and twenty-seven 
females . Only ten people out 
of this group are first career 
students who have come to seminary 
right out of col lege . Our class 
has people whose occupations dif fer 
greatly, from engineering to 
teaching , giving us a wide pool 
of resources on which to draw. 

In  order to make our 
adjustment to the school and each 
other a little easier the class 
officers are making an attempt 
to organize groups that facilitate 
our needs both academically and 
social ly. 

S tudy 9roups have been 
established. Mark Gibbs and Mike 
Bonham are taking names and times 
on where and when these groups 
are meeting so we can help people 
to find a group to meet the ir 
study needs. I f  you are a Junior 
and involved in a study group 
don't forget to turn this 
information in. 

The Junior class is also 
interested in doing a service 
proj ect for the community or the 
school this fall. We are still  
looking for a person ( s )  who would 
be interested in organizing such 
an activity. 

There are certainly other 
plans in the works and more 
adj ustments to be made . However , 
as one Junior summed it up : "Most 
of us are j ust happy to be here ! "  
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