


TABLE TALK l s  pub l i shed mon th l y  by s tuden�s  a t  the  
Lu theran Theo l og i ca l  Semi nary a t  Ge t t ysburg . The v i ews and 
op i n i ons expressed here do not necessar i l y ref l ec t  the v i ews 
and op i n i ons of the edi tor i a l  s t af f , the  student  
assoc i at i on ,  or the  sem i nary . 

TABLE TALK , 6 1  NW Con federate Avenue , Get tysbu r g ,  PA 1 7325 

Pub l i cat i ons Comm i t tee : 

Sara Peterson 
V i k i ng D i e t r i ch 
Susan Fo l ks ,  edi tor 

C l ass Repor t er s :  

Jun l or C I. ass 

M i dd l er C l ass -
Sen i or C l ass 

n 

Tony Schneck 
John Te i tman 
Sue I rons 
Bob Wagner 



November 1 4th . 1 99 1  

Greet i ngs l n  t h e  Name o f  Chr i st ·Jesus Our Lord , 

My yard i s f i I I e d w l th  trees that mu t f I e the 
ou t s i de wor l d . At n i gh t  i t  get s  so qu i et that there i s  an 
eer i e  atmospher i c  qua l i t y .  I f  I s i t  star i ng ou t i n to  the 
backyard for too l ong I star t to wonder i f  the rest of the 
wor l d  l s  a pa i n t i ng and I am the on l y  an i mate  par t of i t .  At  
t hose t i mes I am i mmense l y  thank fu l for  the  ch i pmunk that  
1 l ves i n  the tree stump r i gh t  ou t s i de the w i ndow and the 
huge ow l that  t h i nks we l i ve here to be the aud i ence fo� h i s  
n i ght l y  conce r t . Ye t some t i mes the  st i l l ness l s  wonder fu l . 
Some t i mes that  qu i et l s  a g i f t  so prec i ous  that  I wan t to  
ho l d  on  t i gh t l y  forever . 

I n  many ways th i s  l s  a representat i ve g l i mpse i n to 
student  I i t e .  There are t i mes when t h i ngs are go i ng a I ong 
smoot h  I y and we wonder l f perhaps we ' ve m l  ssed someth i ng 
a l ong the way . At  other t imes th i n gs are so hect i c  that we 
l ong for J ust one , s i ng l e  af ternoon of so l i tude . And of 
course t h i s  l s  not J ust student  1 i fe ,  th i s  l s  seen i n  a l  I 
w a I ks of  I i f e • W 1 th the I eaves f a I I 1 n g f r om the t re es and 
the af ternoons b l en d i ng grey  and pa l e  b l ue ,  i t  i s  easy to  
forget that there are  b l az i ng f i res and  br i gh t  g l ow i ng l amps 
i ns i de .  

So th i s  l s  my word of encou ragemen t  to those who 
f i nd t h i s  a depress i ng t i me of year - s i ng a l ong w i t h the 
ow l s  ou t there and remember that we ' re not i n  th i s  a l one . 

Th i s  mon th i t  was I i ke pu l I i ng to  teeth  to get 
wr i t ten  i n forma t i on from th i s  student  body . I don ' t  know i f  
we · re that bor i ng or j ust unw i l l i n g  to  share . I n  e i ther case 
start  prepar i ng for next  mon th NOW . We ' re l ook i ng for short 
p i eces te l I l ng abou t your f avor i t e Advent  or Chr i stmas 
remembr ance . We / I  I pub l i sh a l  I that we get , w i shfu l 
t h i nk i n g ,  i n  the December i ssue of TABLE TALK . 

We have some i n terest i ng art i c l es th i s  month . Our 
featured student from Around the G l obe l s  Zb l gn i ew Tomczyk . 
He l s  open to  d i scuss i ng what he has wr i t ten , so t ake th i s  
oppor tun i t y to ge t to know h i m  bet t er . We a l so have an 
excerpt from a l e t t er abou t Eston i a  that d i scusses the 
r e l i g i ous c l i mate  i n  that l and . Thece i s ,  of coucse , the 
evec popu l ar J e t t er  from our Student Assoc i at i on Pres i de n t  
wh i ch i s  we l I wor th your read i ng t i me . Jan E l sasser has 
l ooked i n to how a Chr i st i an f i ts i n to the eco l og i ca l 
movement  of the 1 990s .  F i na l  I y .  we have the  c l  ass repo[" t s .  
The Sen i ors ou t l i ne  the i n i t i a l  p l ans  for graduat i on ,  wh i l e 
the Jun i ors and M l dd l ers are st i 1 1  J ocke y i ng tor pos i t i on 
over  the Lu ther Co l l oqu i m  sk i rm i sh .  

So - READY - SET - REA D !  

Unt i l  next month , o n  beha l f  of t h e  Pub l i cat i on ' s  
Comm i t t ee , I am Susan Fo l ks .  
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S A  PR E S I D E N T I A L E P I S T L E  

Recently, I attended a wedding in the heart 
of Upstate New York Synod . Al though I find 
weddings themselves to be somewhat 
uncomfortable experiences--especially when 
I run a participant--! could sense in me 
something beyond the normal discomfort . 
Somethi11g began to gnaw at me the longer I 
spent time in that parish . It was not the 
fact that the presiding minister at the 
Eucharist fractioned the host during the 
words of institution (al though Tamara did 
have to elbow me in the ribs to subdue my 
groaning ) . I t  was not that he explained 
the real presence with the prepositions 
" in ,  wi th ,  through , and over" and forgot to 
mention the bodily presence ( letting the 
crYPto-calvinist feel more comfortable ) .  
It was not that he stated that a 
communicant "should" be baptized to receive 
the sacrament (undermining the cul tic 
aspect of the meal ) . Al though the 
aforesaid more than made up for a sermon 
that likened marriage to a softball game , 
it took something else to give me that 
queasy feel ing in my stomach . 

In the fellowship hall , I noticed a series 
of computer generated signs ( I find 
bulletin boards an excellent medium for 
getting to lmow a congregation ) announcing 
a wide range of adul t  education classes . 
The classes were scheduled for convenient 
ti mes and focused on interesting topics 
related to life in the church , and each one 
was lead by a di fferent deacon . Deacon ! 
I thought this was an ELCA parish ! Not 
that I am opposed to deacons--as a matter 
of fact , I think it would be a great idea 
i f  we had all types of deacons 
(deaconesses , monks , and nuns too ) --but the 
ELCA , Inc . , has not yet recognized this 
form of ministry. Perhaps this was a 
former AELC parish ; that would explain i t .  
The AELC would have carried with i t  from 
pre-Seminex days a titled lay position of 
deacon , but this had been a LCA parish . 
The only experiments in the restitution of 
the historic diaconate I remembered were 
centered around major metropolitan centers 
l ike Detroit and New York . Even so , I 
would have expected that the ELCA would be 

actively suppressing these deacons just as 
they are suppressing the deaconess 
co11111w1i ty ( deny this as they do) . If I 
wanted to get at the heart of this matter 
there was no choice but to talk to the 
pastor . 

In conversation with the pastor , I 
discovered that the s.i.ze of his parish 
( largest in the synod ) necessitated an 
augmentation of the ministerial team . 
Rather than hiring an additional pastor,  it  
h'as decided to empower certain laypeople to 
share in the work of his ministry ( this Has 
actually done by his predecessor) . These 
deacons are the ref ore commissioned ( this , 
he told me , cru1 mean anything you like , but 
i ts not ordination ) laypeople who teach , do 
visitation , preach , and assist with 
communion . The only problem he had 
encountered was that some of the older 
parishioners did not approve of receiving 
conununion when the pastor was not present .  
Alarm bells ! Yes , indeed , he e}..-plained to 
me that when he has not present for 
scheduled eucharists , his deacons presided 
over the consecration of the elements . I 
might be able to argue in fa,·or of the 
laity doing so , but AC 1 4  and the poli cy of 
the El.CA are both rather clear on t he 
point . Not one of us is  permitted to 
preside without episcopal dispensat ion for 
"emergency si tuat i.ons . " Emboldened ( or 
perhaps simpl y astounded) , I told the 
pastor that i t  all seemed like a breakdown 
in church discipline to me and asked if 
Bishop Perry was aware of the situation . 
The pastor assured rne that Bishop Perry was 
aware and that the deacons functioned as an 
extension of his [ the pastor ' s ]  ministry . 
He further explained that they functioned 
at his pleasure and were required to tender 
their resignations when he resigned or 
retired . At which point , he retired from 
the conversation . 

Admittedly , I did not handle the 
conversation as tactfully as I might have . 
Nevertheless , I am struck by the 
theological and political insufficiency of 
his system . Al though one could argue 



·against such a system solely on the grounds 
of a violation of AC 1 4 ,  I believe their 
are other weak points which do not require 
an arch-conf essionalist stance . Within the 
polity of the ELCA we permit episcopal 
dispensation for laity to preside over the 
sacraments in emergency situations . I find 
it difficult to believe that this pastor ' s  
scheduled vacations and synodical 
responsibilities constitute such an 
emergency , Even more central is the 
question of call and authority . Does a 
conmuni ty of faith call someone to minis try 
or does an individual? The requirement 
that the deacons resign with him and the 
understanding that they function at his 
pleasure implies that their authority for 
ministry is derived not from his office but 
rather from his person . By the same token , 
should not he tender his resignation when 
Bishop Perry resigns since the l ocal pastor 
is an extension of the episcopal office. 

I might not be concerned if this parish ' s  
practice of ministry were isolated to the 
central valley of New York , but the ELCA ( I 
am told ) is looking at this parish ' s  system 
as a possible model for the church as a 
whole . For the past few years , I have 
looked forward to a resti. tution of the 
historic diaconate as a practical answer to 
the ministerial crisis faced by the church . 
I also believe that such an office of 
ministry would be faithful to the 
confessional tradi tion of the church . A 
coopting of titles without a supporting 
theology , however ,  can only lead to a 
breakdown of good order . Deacons should be 
called and ordained. The shape of their 
ministry should be clearly articulated and 
suited to the gi fts that God has given 
them . Their call must rooted in the 
personal authority of Jesus Christ as 
experienced i n  the workings of his Holy 
Spirit in the faith community and not the 
personal authority of any human being who 
is not also divine . Such an office should 
stand independent in dignity from the 
office of pastor. They are different 
vocations , al though a transitional 
diaconate may prove beneficial to those who 
seek pastoral office. 

My thoughts on this subject have not been 

laid out in any systematic manner . I have 
simply presented some of my musings on the 
subject for your consideration and look 
forward to a dialogue addressing the 
questions of ministerial structure . The 
formation of the ELCA left us with no 
answer to these questions , but a study 
continues . So much hinges on what the 
church decides the nature of ministry to 
be .  The ELCA Task Force on Theological 
Education has even attempted to address the 
shape of future seminary education with 
little more than assumptions of where we 
will be as a polity in five years . Those 
of us who are now in the midst of our 
seminary education cannot afford to be 
unconcerned . I commend to all of you the 
Resource for Discussion by the TF on 
Theological &iucation and the draft 
document by the Division for Ministry, 

--Riegel 

ON CONDUCT 

Comnunity l i fe in a seminary context must 
be governed by both the Gospel and the Law 
i f  it is to be faithful to our anthropology 
of simu.l .iustus et peccator. To this end , 
a code of conduct was adopted for the 
Lu the ran Tiieological Seminary , Gettysburg , 
and incorporated into the Student Handbook 
( page 5 3 ,  s . v .  "Conduct of Seminary 
Students" and "Process for Counsel ,  
Admoni tion and Discipline" ) ,  For two 
decades , a Student Conduct Board has been 
authori zed to "receive , hear and wi.egh 
charges against students whose conduct 
violates" "life and conduct grounded in the 
Gospel . " [ see Student Handbook , s . v . , .  
"Student Conduct Board" )  

Practices and deportment inconsistent with 
the instruction of the Catechisms should be 
meet with mutual counsel and admonition . 
Mutual encouragement and edi fying 
conversation should strengthen students in 
evangelical living .  

Should questions arise with respect to 
these issues , a student should consult 
either the Handbook or a member of the 
Student Conduct Board. 

--Riegel 



A BLAST FROM THE,, PAST 
• 

Inaugural Address 
' ' P:rospec t-u.s fo:r a. School · o f  The o l og y ' '  

· Donald R .  Heiges 

I I  

The second thesis : The task of a 
theological school , crea ted and maintained 
b.v the church , is the s tudy of God 's truth 
and grace as evidenced in his tory wi th a 
view to the actualiza ti on of His truth and 
grace in the lives of men tmd rvomen today. 
Surrounding the chapel , the symbolical 
center of a school of theology campus , are 
the l ibrary and classroom buildings , 
symbolizing the work to which both students 
and faculty members give themselves . 

A theological school is not a foundling 
home for social rejects , nor a browsing 
corner for dilettantes , nor a trade school 
for ecclesiastical special ists , nor a 
citadel of pietism for frightened 
Christians . A school of theology is  an 
institution of higher learning ; it  is an 
institution dedicated to intellectual 
pursuits whose prototype is any top-ranking 
professional school on a graduate level . 
The enterprise is educational in the 
broadest and deepest sensP. . The enterprise 
is theological because it attempts nothing 
less audacious than the description and 
interpretation of the mighty acts of God in 
history for the salvation of man . Indeed , 
i t  goes beyond description and 
interpretation to i�hat I have called 
actual ization , but more of that later . 

If  this concise del ineation of the 
character of a school of theology is sound , 
then such a school should be open only to 
those students who rega rd theological 
education as a serious intellectual 
undertaking and who a re adequately prepared 
for such an undertaking . There are , of 
course , other important criteria for 
admission but unless an applicant meets 
this qual ification four score testimonials 
to his impeccable character and great 
sincerity should not swing open the door . 

Upon enrol lment seminarians should 
accept honestly and completely their status 
as students , and act accordingly. As I 
recall my own seminary days , we did not 
think of ourselves primarily as students . 

• 4 ,,.,,  

We felt that we had moved out of that 
bategory when we had left college . Into 
what category we had moved was not quite 
clear . Borrowing from eschatological 
terminology , I suppose i t  could be said 
that ia:e l ived a "foreshortened" existence . 
The kingdom of the parish was already upon 
us , and our seminary life was definitely ad 
interim. That our three years here on the 
hill  constituted an order of life i,1ith an 
integrity of i ts own and with valid claims 
upon us as students apparently did not 
occur to most of us . 

The tragedy is that many seminarians 
seem to take a cheap utilitarian view of 
their theological education . I t  i s  merely · 
a means to an end , that i s ,  to receiving 
the "union card , " otherwise known as 
ordination . Admittedly ,  from a Christian 
perspective all education ought to. be a 
means to an end , namely , the glory of God . 
I am talking about a phenomenon on a much 
lower level , the phenomenon of a seminarian 
who evaluates everything in tenns of its 
obvious usefulness to him in the Church ' s  
minis try, of a seminarian who constantly 
has his eye on the job ahead of him rather 
than upon the truth to be apprehended and 
served . 

It also folloHs that a theological 
school should accept honestl;\' and 
completely i ts responsibi li ty for 
scholarship, and act accordingly . There 
are other things for which a school of 
theology is responsibl e ,  but unless it 
insis ts upon credi table intel lectual 
performance on the part of its students and 
intellectual competence on the part of i ts 
facul t,v members in their respective 
disciplines the school forfeits a respected 
place in the realm of higher education . 

Theology was once "queen of the 
sciences , "  and a great university prior to 
the modern era was unthinl{able without a 
strong theological faculty. As we all 
know , such a relationship has long since 
disappeared . Sir Walter Moberly identi fies 
four stages i n  the decline of theology in 
the university world . This initial stage 



that of "ecclesiastical monopoly, " 
the stage of " primacy" when , in 
of Rashdall , theology functioned 

as "the architectonic science whose office 
it was to receive the results of all other 
sciences and to combine them in an 
organized whole . "  The third stage Moberly 
calls "equality" inasmuch as theology 
became merely one discipline among others 
rather than queen of them all . Finally, 
there is the present stage of "bare 
toleration . "  Moberly concludes his 
analysis with this observation : "Thus today 
the older struggle for supremacy has given 
place to a struggle for existence . "  It is 
highly doubtful that theology will ever 
again regain its position as sovereign . 
the doubt becomes a certainty with 
reference to our religiously pluralistic 
American culture . But theology can never 
be content with a status of ''bare 
toleration . "  

To a large extent the low estate of 
theology in the academic arena can be 
traced to the sweeping secularization of 
all education , and especially higher 
education . In this secular academic 
climate it is assumed as self-evident that 
theology does not constitute a legitimate 
sphere of serious intellectual inqu i ry .  

There i s  another reason for the low 
estate of theology in this country, namely, 
questionable academic standards , especially 
in the denominational schools .  Today no 
school of theology which is open to this 
criticism , and remains vulnerable ,  has a 
right to respect in the field of higher 
education . At least it ought to be said 
that the Lutheran Church in America cannot 
afford to maintain such educational 
institutions . 

Let me reiterate : ( a )  a school of 
theology should be open only to those 
students with demonstrated academic 
competence and with serious intellectual 
intentions ; and , ( b )  a school of theology 
should provide an academic structure and 
community in which a serious intellectual 
undertaking is both a possibility and a 
necessity. 

In my second thesis the task of a school 
of theology was defined in tenns of " the 
study of God ' s  truth and grace as evidenced 
in history . "  This study was further 

defined in terms of " the description and 
interpretation of the mighty acts of God in 
history for the salvation of man . "  Such 
study takes within i ts sweep the classic 
fields of biblical , historical , and 
systematic theology. In these fields the 
canons of scholarship must govern the work 
of both students and faculty members .  The 
major objective of such study , however , is 
not the production of scholars , although a 
few scholars had better emerge and go on to 
doctoral work or the seminaries wi ll 
eventually be forced to close their doors . 
The major objective of such study is 
indicated in the latter part of the second 
thesis,  namely, "with a view to the 
actualization of His truth and grace in the 
lives of men and women today . "  

The statement of ultimate objective in 
this form has several implications . I 
shall suggest two only . In the first 
place , although a student is rightly 
expected to assimilate a considerable 
amount of factual knowledge , the emphasis 
must not be merely upon mastery of _ facts 
but upon the mastery of a methodology wi. th 
which to deal with the facts . For example , 
since it is possible for a student to tal{e 
only a few courses in exegesis the goal of 
such study should be not the transfer of 
material from a professor ' s  notes to a 
student ' s  notes but the development , so far 
as possible in three short years , of 
responsible exegetical skill . Or , the goal 
in the study of historical or systematic 
theology should be the development of a 
student ' s  abili ty ,  to use a phrase of James 
McCord , "to think theologically . "  The 
emphasis upon responsible methodology not 
only advances the ultimate objective as 
stated but also increases greatly the 
probabi lity that the graduates of a 
theological school will never cease to be 
students . 

The second i mplication is this : work in 
the classic fields of biblical , historical , 
and systematic theology may still not reach 
beyond the cloisters unless the curriculum 
of a seminary also includes study and 
experience which Hill bring about ( a )  an 
understanding of con temporary man and his 
culture as well as ( b )  proficiency in the 
use of tools ( existing and newly designed ) 
with which the church seeks to minister to 



.. 
this culture , With reference to 
understanding contemporary man and his 
culture , and familiarity with the fonns Of 
the church's ministry ( i.e . , worship, 
preaching, teaching, counseling ,  etc. ) , the 
study which goes on in l ibrary and 
classroom must be related to personal and 
planned experience. The provisj on of such 
experieuce has for yeurs taxed the 
imagination of theological faculties , which 
have devised such phenomena as field work , 
clinical training , and internship, These 
programs have too often become addenda to 
the alleged major business of a seminary 
rather than a continuous built-in dimension 
of the total enterprise , This observation 
leads into the consideration of the third 
thesis.  

On uecember 4th , the  
YWCA and the  sem i nary are 
sponsor i ng a b l ood dr i ve .  
Represen t a t i ve s  f rom the  
Ame r i can Red  Cross w 1 I I 
be i n  the  commun i t y room 
at  the  YWCA from 1 :  00 -
7 : UU p. m .  

Wha t  we are l ook i ng 
f or a r e  DON ORS. O n  
November 1 9th and 22nd , 
there  w i l l  be someone i n  
the  cof fee shop dur i ng 
the  cof f e e  hour t o  answer 
quest i ons and s i gn up 
b l ood donors. Our goa l 
th i s  year l s  55 p i n t s !  

I f  you have any 
quest i on s  bef ore  then  
p l e a s e  c on t a c t  Deb  
W l  I I l am s  at  t h e  YWCA 
<. 334-91 71 ) or c a l l Susan 
Fo l ks < 337-3053 ).  

.,/ -
Senior 
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SR . CLASS REPORT : 

On 8NOV9 1 the Sen ior C l ass 
· held a meet i ng. Updates were g iven 

by var ious comm ittees . Pl ans for 
graduat ion a re tak ing form with it 
being dec ided that the graduat ion 
ceremony w i l l  be at 3 : 00 p . m. on 
1 5MAY92 and the Euchar i st at 7 : 30 
p . m .  There w i l l  be a d i nner 
between the two events at the . 
Hol iday I nn for sen iors and guest s .  
Mark Oldenburg w i l l  pres ide at the 
Eucha r i st and R i chard Car l son w i l l  
preach . 

Dur i ng the Luther Col l oqu ium , 
$8 . 75 was ra ised by the S r .  C lass .  
Th is  was g iven over to the S. A .  
t reasurer to pay for a port ion of  
copy ing costs s far  incurred b y  the 
Sr. Class. 

Other act i v it ies in  the works 
inc l ude the S r .  C l ass ' sponsor i ng 
o f  a m i n i ature go l f  tournament to 
be held on 16NOV9 1 from 1 - 3 p . m. 
and a S r .  prog ress ive d i nner to be 
held on 1 5NOV9 1 start ing at 6 : 00 
p. m .  

REMI NDER : S r .  resume ' s  are 
due to be ma i l ed by 1 DEC9 1 ! Best 
o f  l uck  and God ' s  peace i n  the 
compl et ion o f  these . 

Respect fu l l y  subm itted , 
Bob Wagner : 
S r .  Secretary / Treasurer 



.jUl)IOI' JOttHIQ5 

Greetings from the gal lant 
warriors of OPERATION LUTHER 
STORM . On the night of 
30October1 9 9 1 , members of  the 
j unior c lass gathered together 
to begin the daring assault 
on the s tatue of  our founder . 
Undaunted by threats of violence 
our heroes put into action a 
plan that had been formulated 
weeks in advance in anticipation 
of the coming night ' s  activities . 
The j unior class divided into 
two teams . Team A was the 
security element composed of  
highly trained counter-terrorist  
types . Led by Colonel Chip 
"mad dog" Dukes ,  the team set 
out late the night of 3 0October 
to begin harassing actions and 
keep the middlers awake a l l  
night ,  whi le Team B ,  the actual 
strike force waited until 
daybreak to carry out their 
gallant assault .  

At approximately 0 0 00hours , 
the first skirmish took place , 
as Team A was caught trying 
to lock the middlers into the 
chape l .  The strike team was 
indeed surprised by the numbers 
of mercenaries that had been 
recruited by the middlers in 
the hopes of bolstering their 
thin ranks . Nonetheles s ,  all 
but two of the chapel doors 
were locked , thus cutting down 
exit points for the middlers . 
Early dawn our heroes returned 
armed and ready for combat . 
Using Valentine Hall as a supply 
depot,  Team A continued to attack 
the middlers throughout the 
night . Casualties for the 
middlers were high among women .  
Notable among the wounded were 
Laura Hocker , Jan Elsasser , 
and Chris Chantanlow,  who was 
hit by a chemical fil led water 
balloon. Casualties for the 
j uniors ran high , yet morale 
tended to increase throughout 
the night as the j uniors realized """ 1.,.., 

that the middlers were being 
pushed to their physical and 
mental l imits . Wounded in action 
was Brian "wild man" Stevenson , 
who suffered a broken wrist 
on one of the forays . During 
the interview, Colonel Dukes 
stated that Stevenson , a veteran 
of the Belgian Congo Civil Wars , 
and Soldier of  Fortune Magazine ' s  
1 988  man of the year , would 
probably receive the Medal of 
Honor for his heroi c  actions . 
When asked for a comment , the 
brave soldier replied , " I t  was 
all  in the line of duty . "  Other 
heroes from Team A were Brian 
"the mad cornhusker" Deckinger , 
and John " I ' m  really a sensi tive 
guy" Tei tman . Colonel Dukes 
had nothing but praise for these 
two who led several of the 
assaults even after sustaining 
serious wounds . Dukes was quo�ed 
as saying that the seminary 
needed more men like them . 

Team B was to wait  unt il  
0 2 3 0hours , at  which point , they 
would conduct an initial raid 
to test the strength of the 
middlers . Led by Maj or Sandra 
"giggles" Leifeste , Team B came 
out early to scout the 
opposition . On their scouting 
mission,  Tony "the terrible" 
Schneck and Nike " the shadow" 
Reed were ambushed in their 
urban assault vehicle by some 
reckless middlers . Sustaining 
serious wounds , they retired 
to the depot to issue ammunition 
to the rest of the strike force . 
Lew "OMB" Messinger was recruited 
out of the John F .  Kennedy 
Special Forces School for this 
mission .  When asked for a 
comment , Messinger replied , 
"DUKES 1 1 1 1 1 " thus stating his 
obvious af fection for Team A ' s  
leader . 

The middlers surrendered 
after a fierce ambush by the 
strike force . Sergeant Steve 
"Ranger" Herr led the panic-



stricken mob, as the beserk 
warriors o f  Teams A and B 
savagely mauled the remnants 
of what had once been a proud 
outfit.  The strike force , with 
the statue now secured , retired 
for an hour to regroup, and 
celebrate their great victory . 
Returning at 0 4 4 Shours ,  they 
gathered around the statue to 
work their magic on Luther . 
Maj or Leifeste had recruited 
from the terrorist group, 
I slamic Jihad , such well known 
international figures as Chrystal 
"the brute" Reichard, Tim " the 
crusher" Ral l .  From the United 
States Armed Forces ,  Maj or 
Leifeste recruited Frank Koeck 
from the SEALS , and called out 
of retirement Colonel Bruce 
"big daddy" Wilder . The statue 
was decorated in the image of  
a lesser demi-god Dean Thulin . 
After this , the team melted 
into the shadows of the rising 
sun, content with the defeat 
that they had dealt the 
gregarious middlers . 

Be assured that next years 
j uniors wi ll  not be so fortunate 
as to face the class of 1 99 4 .  
They will have to deal with 
the battle-hardened veterans 
of 1 99 5 .  

middler 
Con trary to appear ances , the 

Midd l e r s  procured a stunning v i c ­
tory over the Turks  dur i ng the 
n i ght of 2 9 / 3 0  October  19 9 1. 
Through a comb i nat ion of cunn ing,  
int e l l i gence ,  and zeal  they wer e  
ab l e  to r ea l i ze the i r  goa l w i th 
l i t t l e  d i f f icul ty. 

That  goal  was to protect the 
i con of our B eloved Re former i n  
s uch a manner that th e heathen 
Turk s  would  be  cal l ed to repent­
ance. I f  th e pagans rema i ned 
s t i f f -necked , however , the Mid­
d l ers  wer e  pr epar ed to grant them 
the i l l us ion of v i ctory, ensnar­
ing  them in  an  un founded ar rogance 
that wi l l  turn  aga i ns t  them when 
next th e foes meet. 

The Midd l er s' p l an was b r i l ­
l i antly  conc e i ved and execu ted 
( as promised on these pages a 
few weeks  s i nce ) :  a f t er tak i ng 
enough food and d r i nk at  JD's 
( wh ich , of  cour s e ,  stands for 
Jesu Del ) to susta i n  them through­
out the long , cold n i gh t ,  the 
hero i c  war r iors s eques t e r ed them­
s e l ves  in the Church of the 
Ab i d i ng Pr esence for the t r iune  
pur pose of  seek i ng s t r ength and 
gu idanc e ,  awa i t i ng the appea r ­
ance of  the Tur k i sh horde ,  and 
g i v i ng the i r  adversar i es the f a l s e  
impr ess ion of  b e i ng unopposed. 

The Turks  wer e so duped , and 
the dar ing Midd lers  permi t t ed th em 
to wal low in s e l f -decept ion, 
the r eby h e i ghtening the shock ing 
impact of surpr i s e  counter -at tack. 

S imu l taneous l y  f lood ing the 
Church w i th l i ght and open i ng wide  
its  doors ,  the  stalwar t Midd le r s  
mar ched for th to the s t r a i ns of 
th e i r  r es p l endent anthem, Ein 
Feste Burg. The symbol i sm was 
c l ear : the Tur ks  were  b e i ng o f ­
fered the chance to acknowl edge 
the true locus of  l i ght and 
s t r ength. To comp l e t e  th e i m­
agery,  the Midd l er s  used water  
as  the i r  only weapon -- a s i gn 
of  v i ctory in Bapt i s m .  

Yet th e s t ubbor n Tur k s  wer e 
unmoved b y  th i s  d i s p l ay ,  and 
a f t e r  a br i e f  but intense  sk i r ­
mish , the M idd lers  abandoned 
them to darkness ,  heed i ng the 
adv i c e  of Mat thew 18 : 1 7b. 

A l l Tur ks  sho u ld mar k  th i s  
we l l :  th e Midd l er s  have com­
por ted themse l ves i n  accordance 
w i th the th i rd s tanza of  th e i r  
s i gnature hymn , and wi l l  con­
t i nue to do so. 



My dreams from - the time of  
my studies in Poland ,  come true 
I have always desired to s tudy 
theology dif ferently from my 
European , cultural background ; 
in an environment of  di fferent 
mentality . So I am deep ly thankful 
to all  the people ( especially 
prof . Krodel ) ,  who have made this 
studying possible for me . 
Moreover , I have an excellent 
opportunity to absorb language , 
because everyone speaks English . 
Oh ! I would forget . One exception : 
when you pronounce my name. You 
do it perfectly . I n  other parts 
of  the States the people often 
do not manage to do it and at 
that time I am " Z-man" or even 
"Jack" ! 

I t's very striking to notice 
the variety of  personalities in 
this seminary ; various 
temperaments , ages ( many people 
of second careers ) ,  experiences • • •  
I admire solicitude of preparation 
for every eucharist ceremony. 
And your strong throats , each 
one 1 0  times stronger than that 
of  the organist in my polish 
parish. 

F rom the beginning I was 
met everywhere with kindness and 
friendliness from everyone . The 

• " • II " H  ? "  greetings H i !  ow are you . 
"Hey buddy boy" : how likable they 
are ! 

How charming is the beauty 
of  nature in these surroundings. 
And the characteristics distinctive 
of  this place ; c ricket's chirping , 
squirrel's amusement , and the 
�iracul ous sunsets. Indian Summer 
reminds me of  Polish Golden Autumn . 

It's very hard not to mention 
the food which I enj oy very much : 
Pancakes , Hot-dogs , large ( high ) 
sandwiches and ubiquitous 
( appearing , present everywhere ) 
ketchup. Coke and beer you can 
drink like water ! Given the 
opportunity let me encourage you 
to visit the Plaza ( contradicting 
the forejudged bias of Table Talk ,  
September 1 991 ) .  I recommend 
the sandwiches - "pastrami" , 
" gyros" , " Reubens" . They also 
have interesting customers ! My 
guests together with my friend 
Brian , have evaluated it at three 
stars ( Brian debates a possible 
2 stars ) . You have polish names 
of  dishes : kielbasa , pierogi , 
golabki ( glumpky ) . McDonald ' s  
owner is a Polish American, but 
in Poland we haven ' t  a McDonalds 
yet ! 

F rom my very early childhood , 
my association with America has 
been : Disney World , stars of  
Hollywood , " I ' m  sorry" of  Marilyn ,  
Tina Turner , El ton John,  Stairs 
into heaven o f  Led Zeppelin,  New 
Orleans j a z z ,  "Unforgettable" 
of Natilie Cole , Pau l  Simon,  Indigo 
Girls • • •  ! can recite without end . 

F rom the very beginning , 
our countries have been in a 
friendly relationship . Every 
Pole would mention at least the 
names of  two generals ,  who took 
part in the battle for USA 
independence ; K .  Pulaski killed 
in action and T .  Kosciuszko, who 
in Poland ( a  few years later ) 
became the leader of  a national 
insurrection in what was the las t  
moments of  Polish independence . 



Thi s  bound thread of friendship 
has never been broken.  Come to 
Poland ( without visas ) and see l 

At  presen t ,  Poland - as you 
surely know - breathes with 
fullness of political freedom . 
On October 27  the first after 
the 2nd world war entirely free 
elections to the parliament took 
place there . Changes in thi s  
matter happen extremely quickly , 
from day to day , even a few years 
ago this  was beyond comprehension. 
On the other hand , the country 
is in a very deep economic crisis . 
From a human point of view i t  
i s  extremely difficult t o  have 
hope for the better . 

I t  has clear cut ( distinctive ) 
repercussions in life and act1v1cy 
of the Church . During the period 
of pressure from foreign ideology , 
the Church as a bastion for 
cultural values so essential for 
national identity.  Murdered at  
that time Father Jerzy Popieluszko 
remains a symbol of that battle . 
Now i t  belongs to the pas t .  Last 
year catechesis ( the teaching 
of religion in  school ) was 
reinst i tuded. The Church , however , 
has to confront itself by standing 
in the face of very impor tant 
historical challenges . In these 
times of universal pauperization 
of the public , there i s  a spreading 
of antivalues of consumptionism 
and pornography ,  and also -what 
i s  very likely the worst- big 
frustrations and listlesness of 
the people , especially the youth . 

We s tay in  front of the 
question : How shall we lead life 
out from this  entanglement of  
the world of no hope , and 
li felessness ( numbness ) ?  How 
to make situations sensible , 
s i tuations which the people call 
"nonsense" , " senseless" , "with 
no sense" , and which - from the 
human point  of view - are i ndeed 
without sense . 

Surely the ref lections a 
� are generalized . I t  resul t s ,  

however , from d i f f iculty i n  
expressing experi ences ( many time 
rich one s )  with words . I invite 
you to dialogue as  a chance for 
completing i t  and overcoming 
possible misunderstandings . 
Experience demands sharing .  

Zbigniew Tomczyk 

T he f o l  l ow i ng was t aken  f rom a 
" Ch r i stmas i n  Oc tober"  l e t t e r  
f rom Jean and Vern Fraz i er. 
The l e t t er i s  be i ng shared 
w 1 th us by Pear I Hot tman. The 
Fraz i ers were asked to  oo to 
Ta I l i nn ,  Eston i a  for -three' 
mon ths to  f i l l  i n  for the 
pastor there , so that  he m i gh t  
return  home f or those mon t h s. 
Ihe l e t ter  t e l  I s  of  the  l an d ,  
the  peop l e ,  and t h e  church i n  
Est on i a .  Thank you , Pear l . tor 
th i s  g i f t . 

The Eston i an s ,  number i ng abou t 
one and a ha l f  m i l l i on ,  are a 
u n i qu e  p e op l e .  A l t h ou gh 
re l a t ed t o  both the  F i nns and 
t h e  H u n g a r i a n s. t h e i r  
l anguage . cu l ture , and customs 
are d i  s t  i n c t  i v e I y the  1 r own . 
F i f t y  years of  I l v i ng under 
o c c up a t i o n - - dep r i v e ct  o f  
f reedom of  speech , press , and 
re l i g i on :  f orced to  l i ve and 
work where they  were t o l d ; 
wat ched and sp i ed upon by 
fore i gn so l d i ers  and po l  i ce ;  
a l ways a t ra l d-- h ave i mpacted 
e v e r y  phase of  l i f e . 

.... 1, ..... 



On Being a "Green" 
Christian 

Jan L .  Elsasser 
November 1 4 , 1991 

As many of you know I 
am very interested in the 
environmental movement. It 
seems that since Earth Day 
1970 , popular support for 
the movement has grown. 
You cannot walk through the 
store today without seeing 
an item which claims to be 
earth-safe , bio-degradable , 
or " green ". The support is 
encouraging in many re­
spects ,  but frightening in 
another. I have read a 
number of books on what is 
called deep ecology--the 
" green" movement--and the 
need for sustainable earth 
policies. I think that 
they are very insightful 
and u seful for daily life. 
But I have concluded that 
while Christianity and deep 
ecology can be related to 
one another , they are not 
completely compatible. To 
put it another way , you 
might be a pea-green Chris­
tian , but you cannot be a 
truly "green" Christian. 

I am not saying that 
" green " and Christian are 
oxymoronic. That is simply 
not the case. But neither 
are they harmonious. To 
unite the two and remain 
truly " green" , one must 
reject some basic Christian 
understandings of the cre­
ation and the human rela­
tionship in,  to,  and with 
the creation. 

To be sure , some of 
the fundamental understand­
ings of the "green" move­
ment are in concert with 
Christian understandings 

about the world and the 
human creature. An example 
would be the understanding 
of the · total relatedness 
and intermingling of all 
the components of the cre­
ation. Clearly , the Gene­
sis accounts of the cre­
ation agree in at least two 
ways. First , in the 
priestly account as God 
creates , the creation it­
self participates in the 
creative act of God , so 
that God commands the earth 
to bring forth vegetation 
and the sea to bring forth 
living creatures ( Gen. 
1 : 1 1-12 , 20-2 1 , 2 4 - 2 5 ).  
Second , the relationship in 
which the first humans are 
put to the earth shows this 
inter-relatedness. The 
very word play of " adam" 
( human bting ) and " adamah " 
( ground ) shows such depen­
dency. Human beings must 
live off of the land as the 
other creatures also live 
off one another and the 
earth. 

There are incompati­
bilities as wel l ,  however. 
The "green" movement ex­
pects a great deal of  
respect for the natural 
processes of the earth. 
Such cycles are not to be 
tampered with for they are 
the life force of the 
world. There is almost a 
reverence for the cycles 
which include death. For 
death and decay are part of 
the process which feed al­
ready existing life forms. 
Death is  not only natural , 
death is good. Death en­
sures that there are not 
too many creatures alive at 
one time to j eopardize the 

1 Oxford Annotated Bible 
(NRSV) , p . 4 .  
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food chain and sources . ·­
D eath also ensures that 
others will be able to live 
precisely because they c�n 
feed off of those now dead 
and decaying. For the 
Christian , however , death 
is our wage for sin ( Rm .  
6 : 2 3 ) and not a good thing 
at all .  Our hope in the 
cross and resurrection is 
to be re-established in a 
right relationship with God 
in which we will have eter­
nal life free from the 
curse of sin and death. 

This observance brings 
me to the next point . The 
" green" ecology does not 
recognize sin . This exclu­
sion of sin leaves two 
problems . The first is 
that we can possibly con­
clude that we are ulti­
mately able to redeem the 
world from the injury ex­
isting between and caused 
by the member parts by fine 
tuning ourselves with the 
processes of nature. From 
a Christian perspective , we 
are unable to right ulti­
mately the wrongs we do . 
We can change some behav­
iors ,  perhaps , but we can­
not alter the basic rela­
tionship. The second prob­
lem is a bit more complex. 
Some ecologists and green 
lobbyists take into account 
the negative side of the 
second law of 

2 
thermodynam­

ics (entropy ) , for in­
stance Jeremy Rifkin in his 
book Entropy. Such a law 
means that there is no 
stopping the decay cur­
rently taking place. The 
natural law dictates that 

2 entropy--in any given 
closed system everything 
moves towards a disordered 
state. 

ultimately this ordered 
world will move to chaos . 
Taking into account the law 
of entropy is as close as 
the " green" movement comes 
to recognizing sin . Yet 
the movement does not see 
the law as something which 
will be changed . The law 
is the law. It is  not 
evil. It just follows its 
natural course of playing 
itself out , which is  
unfortunate for u s. 
Clearly , entropy must be 
named as a force of sin and 
evil in the world seeking 
to undo the order which God 
called out of the chaos . We 
cannot simply say it is  
happening and settle into a 
doom and gloom reality that 
one day the ordered uni­
verse will be complete 
chaos . There is hope for 
the redemption of the world 
from the ill of sin and 
death as well ( Rm .  8 : 1 9-
23) . A s  Paul writes , we 
long together for redemp­
tion . 

So the question be­
comes ,  why do I care to 
write about such a topic? 
I write precisely because 
every question requires 
theological meditation. We 
cannot be swept into any 
popular movement without 
first reflecting theologi­
cally on the issue s .  
Christianity needs to be 
critical . Ecology is  some­
thing to be supported on 
dif ferent leve l s ,  but its 
assumptions should not be 
so readily embraced. Yes ,  
environmental activism is  
good , I practice it mysel f ;  
not because I want to re­
deem the world from decay 
and collapse ,  but because I 
have been called by God to 
be a steward of the earth . 
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All of us have been called ._ 
to that same task . Chris­
tians can be in joint ac­
tion with many secular 
groups . But they must do 
so with their feet planted 
firmly in the ground at 
Golgotha with their eyes 
focused on the cross . Only 
then can we see clearly . 
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e,nan-ueJ f"tn.. 
A war i n ess , an eer i e  qu i et , 
p r e v a l l e d wh e r e v e r  g r o u p s  
gathered , even i n  queues. 
P e o p l e  s e l d o m  s t r u c k  
conversa t i ons wh i l e wa i t i ng as 
those I n  the West do. Even 
c h i l dr e n  a t  p l a y w e r e  
qu i e t . . . n o  bo i sterous shou t i ng 
or runn i ng abou t as ch i I dren 
e l sewhere are won t to do . And 
ye t ,  the i r  sp i r i t  has not been 
broken . 

Everywhere ,  < s i nce  " g l asnos t " 
I n  1 988 has a l  l owed them t o  
speak more free  I y > ,  peop I e 
expressed to  us · the i r  qu 1 e t  
de termi nat i on to  lliL-.f..c.tt and 
the l r  wi I I i ngness to  endure 
any h ardsh i p  to ach i eve that  
goa I • There are  many who 
remember Eston i a  when i t  was 
t r ee 
1 92U 

and 
and 

i ndependent  be tween 
1 940 before the  

se c r e t  a g r e e me n t  be t w e e n  
S t  a I i n and H i t I e r  r e  su I t e d i n 
i t s t ak eover by the  USSR. They 
r emembe r t h e  a r r e s t  a n d  
d e p o r t a t i o n o f  9 0 , 0 0 0  
Eston i ans , and they  l ong t o  
recreate  the " n i ce l i t t l e  
cou n t r y "  Eston i a  was . 

l n  our persona l con t a c t s ,  we 
found them to be 1 ndependent  
i n  sp i r i t .  we l I educa t e d ,  fond 
o f  a r t  a n d  mu s i c .  h a r d  
wo r k i ng. a n d  t h o r o u gh l y  
de l i gn t fu l . The members of  our 
sm a l l En g l i sn s p e a k i n g 
congrega t i on met u s  at  the  
boat , he l ped us  move i n t o  our 
f l a t .  g a v e  u s  book s < i n 
Eng l i sh >  t o  read , pat i en t l y  
t augh t us  where t o  shop and 
what to  buy ..  i n  snor t , were  
guard i an ange l s  wat ch i ng over 
us . We were i mpressed by the i r  
av i d  i n terest i n  the  West , 
the i r  op t i m i sm i n  sp i t e o f  
depr i vat i on ,  the i r  generos i t y  
i n  shar i ng themse l ves and 
the i r  t i me , the i r  ab i l i t y  t o  
make t h e  most of  wha t ever they  
h ad. and the i r  i ngenu i t y i n  
" beat i ng the syst em" t o  supp l y  
the i r  needs . . .  a t ru l y  humb l i ng 
exper i ence t or us . 

.,,.,e. 
1IJ 

Est on i a  l s  a Chr i st i an n a t i on. 
Be fore the  occupa t i on l n  1 940 , 
i t  was 70% Lu the ran , 1 9% 
Orthodox , and the  rest , other  
denom i nat i on s .  Repress i on of  
t h e  c h u r c h  . . .  no  C h r i s t i a n 
e du c a t i on ,  n o  r e l i g i ou s  
s e r v i c e s , n o  c h u r c h  
pub l l ca t l ons . . . and den i a l  o f  
J obs  a n  d/ or p l a c e s i n 
u n i v e r s i t y t o  a n y  p e r so n  
protess 1 ng Chr i st e f f e c t i ve l y  
reduced the  number of pub l i c l y  
c omm i t t e d  C h r i s t i a n s .  Two 
generat i ons were a f f e c t ed. 

Bu t t oday. the  church i s  i n  
r e n a i s s a n c e . P e op l e ,  bo t h  
young and o l d , are seek i ng 
God . Last year l n t h e  f i rst  
pu b l i c  c o n f l rm a t l o n s i n c e  
1 94J , 20U0 were con f i rmed l n  
Ta i I i nn a l one. Churches are 
open da i l y ,  tended and kept 
c I ean and i n  good repa i r  by 
l ay peop l e .  Churches now u sed  
for  ot r1 er  purposes are  be  l ng  
returned to  the  church . New 
par i sh nouses are be i ng bu l l t 
w i t h  the  he l p  of the  F i nns and 
o t h e r s . T h e  T h e o l og i c a )  
I n s t i t u t e  i n  T a i I i n n l s  
t r a i n i n g Su n da y  S c h o o l 
t eachers and l ay l eade r s . The 
t h i rst  for God , f or an anchor 
i n  t h e i r  c h a n g i n g a n d  
u n c e r t a i n  w o r l d ,  l s  
overwhe l m i  no the  pastors and 
church l eaders . 
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One good t h i ng that Roy 
Engu i s t  has shar ed w i t h  h i s  c lass es 
is the  urgency o f  the  church ' s  need 
for  i ts  members t o  s peak out  on 
e t h i cal  issues. The future  is 
coming whe t her we n o t i c e  i t  or not ,  
and for  a bod y  of  proc lama t i o n  t o  
say nothing o n  i mpor tant issues is  
nonsense. I th ink  we d o  n o t i c e  and 
do  comprehend the  s i gn i f i cance o f  
i ssues such as abor t i on o r  the  
env i r onment or  homosexua l i ty;  and I 
th i nk that any s i l ence i s  due  t o  
e i ther sat i s factory consensus or 
such emo t i onal i nves tment i n  our 
pos i t i ons t hat we dar e not expose 
ourse lves. I don't want to  assau l t  
anyone ' s boundar i es o f  t r us t ,  but I 
encourage t h i s  seminar y s tudent  
body to  shar e someth i ng of  
thems e lves on these impor tant 
i ssues free ly  but d i screetly. 

As a s tar t i ng p o i n t ,  we need 
to  transcend the po lar i zat i o n  that 
can occur when we c l oak our own 
pos i t i ons i n  language o f  moral 
j ust i f i cat i on. I f  I have dec ided 
to  have an abor t i on or not to  have 
an abor t i o n ,  to  enter a homosexual 
r e lat i onsh i p  or a heterosexua l 
r e lat i ons h i p ,  I can not seek  the  
r i ghteousness o f  that dec i s i on in  
an  argument of  r i ght and wr ong . 
Such a quest assumes a d e f ens ive  
posture that d e f lects al l 
d i scuss i on . Such an argument 
sounds l i k e  so  many l etters to  the 
ed i t or in the mor n i ng paper i n  
wh ich some moral ist  i s  shou t i n g ,  
" Be l i k e  me ! "  

I f  I have mad e a dec is i o n  
about my l i f e and ther e f o r e  about 
the l i ves of those near me , I can 
only seek  the  r i ghteousness o f  that 
d ec i s i on in the preve n i ent grace o f  
God. Wasn ' t  i t  such a fa ith  that 
was man i f ested i n  Jesus as he stood 
before  the  wor ld eager t o  j udge h i m  
b y  i ts own sense  o f  moral i t y  and 
law? That fa ith  man i f ested i n  

J esus was a fa ith  i n  and openness 
to  the future  that God controls  and 
that God is  br i ng i ng to  the wor ld. 

The church needs  t o  l i ft up 
t he fr eedom we have by grace and 
enabl e  people  t o  mak e d ec i s i ons . I 
am not  say i ng people  ar e free  to  do  
anyth i ng they want. Nobody does 
"anyth i ng they want , "  but we always 
" wi l l  d o  s omet h i ng. " Un l ess we 
want those "someth i ng s "  t o  be done 
outs ide o f  conver sat i on with the  
church,  the church needs t o  avo id 
the d e f ensive  postures o f  moral ism  
and s e l f -r i ghteous j ust i f i cat i on. 
I am not sayi ng t hat ther e ar e no  
ob j ect i ve truths. However , 
whatever ob j ect ive tr uths I d i scern 
ar e not "out  ther e , " but  deep  w ith  
i n  me. Ther e's the  r ub. 

I f  somebody is  d e c id i ng f or or 
aga i ns t  an abor t i on or l i v i ng i� a 
homosexual or heterosexual 
r e lat i onsh i p ,  the  church has too  
much wisdom and compas s i on to  
d e f l ect  d i scuss i ons w i th anybody. 
The church is  better  o f f  h e l p i ng 
peopl e  to  examine  the context and 
cons equence� o f  the ir  d ec i s i ons 
than crus h i ng people  w i th 
deontolog i cal  rhetor i c . The future  
w i l l  have people  who have dec ided 
for  abor t i on. The future  wi l l  have 
people  who have dec ided aga i nst  
abor t i on. The  future  wi l l  have 
peop l e  who are homosexual and 
heter osexual . And God contro l l ing 
the proc lamat i on of fr eedom by 
grac e ,  the future wi l l  have a l l  
these peopl e  i n  t h e  church . 

Vik i ng D i etr i ch 

--



Diane Jackson is a third year student 
who comnutes from Haymarket, Virginia. 
Throughout her t ime at Gettysburg she has 
continued to work full time as a Director 
of Youth Ministr ies. "God willing, " she 
says, she will f inish her academic 
requirements this year and complete a>E 
and internship this corning year. She has 
met most people on campus, and enjoys 
shar ing experiences and ideas with all. I 
am glad she has volunteered to use her 
experiences to initiate discussion here 
about youth and youth ministry. Thanks 
Diane, Viking Dietrich . 

Youth m i n i s t r y  i n  mai n l i ne 
churches i s  i n  t r ouble . Reces s i on 
has mad e  a lot  o f  anx i ous people  
even mor e  anx i ous when it  comes t o  
certa i n  programs. Ther e i s  a 
dec i d ed lack o f  courses r egard i ng 
youth m i n i s t r y  be i ng taug ht i n  our 
semi nar i es. I t  is a l most as i f  i t  
i s  expected that anyone can " d o "  
youth. A f t e r  al l ,  what k i nd o f  
t ra i n i ng does i t  tak e to  g o  w i t h  a 
bunch of  k ids  to  the  bowl i ng a l l ey 
and out for  p i zza a f t e r ward s ?  

For t h e  next  f e w  months , I 
wi l l  of fer  some o f  my exper i ences 
w i t h  youth. Generally,  I w i l l  
d i scuss a curr ent i s sue t hat my 
youth gr oups ar e deal i ng w i t h ,  some 
prac t i cal ideas or ac t i v i t i e s ,  and 
a r e s ource add r ess  and d escr i pt i on. 
Your ideas and sugges t i ons ar e mos t  
welcome and w i l l  be i nc l uded i f  you 
d r op them i n  my ma i l box . I am 
awar e that i n  t eac h i ng par i s h  and 
i nternsh i p  the  r eques t to be  
i nvolved with  youth mi n i s try  i s  
qu i te common . I t's a wond er f i l l ed 
mi n i s t r y  i f  you have some s tructure  
and r es ources. I guess I feel  l i k e  
I ' ve complai ned enough and t h i s  i s  
an attempt t o  o f fer  some h e l p. 

Young people come t o  church 
youth gr oups for  as  many r easons as 
there  are d i f f e r ences i n  the  
persona l i t i es o f  those  who come. 
Young peop l e ,  l i k e  al l o f  us , have 

- -

cer ta i n  expectat i ons o f  church 
i nvolvement. One t h i ng we  some­
t i mes do  to  h e l p  keep youth 
mee t i ngs f r om becomi ng too bor i ng 
i s  to  m i n i mi z e  the  t i me spent  on  
B i b l e  s t udy. S t i l l ,  whether  they  
k now how  to as k for  it  or  not ,  they  
want  to  exper i ence and hear f r om 
the  pu l p i t  and lectern  some t h i ng 
that i s  r e l evant t o  whe r e  they ar e 
i n  the  wor ld. 

TIP  - I nstead o f  us i ng t h e  
Scr i ptures  f r om the  curr ent Sunday, 
use  next  week's l essons. However 
you choose to  study the mater ial , 
when they  hear i t  r e i n forced the  
next  Sunday in  chur c h ,  t hey l i k e  
t h e  f ee l i ng o f  fami l iar i ty w i t h  the  
text. Don' t  we a l l ?  

RESOURCE - Let's s tar t w i t h  
t h e  good o l d  ELCA !  Wr i t e  to : The 
D i v i s i on for  Congr egat i ona l L i f e ­
Youth M i n i s try,  ELCA, 8 7 6 5  . W .  
H i gg i ns Road , Ch i cago ,  I L ,  6 0 6 31. 
Phon e :  1 - 8 0 0 - 6 3 8 - 3 5 2 2 .  T h i s  
quar t er's pack e t  has some r ea l l y  
n i ce  mat er ial i n c l ud i ng t h e f  
1 9 9 1 - 1 9 9 2  Pr ogram P lann i ng Gu i d e ,  
"The Greatest  o f  These i s  Love." 
These plann i ng gu ides  can be used 
p i ece-mea l or  i n  sequence . I t's 
f r e e ! 'T i l  next  t i me , D iane 
Jack son. 




