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A Continued Blessed Epiphany Season to You Al 1, 

In the interest of conservation I am moving my editorial 
comments to the "disclaimer page" for this month, so I don"t need 
to add another ful I page! After the deluge of articles in 
December, fol lowed by glowing praises for this publication, I was 
concerned that no one wou Id submit anything for our February 
issue. Instead there were even more articles in the Table .� 
mailbox. Thank you to al I who took the time to write. 

We have most of our usual features: the 11 SA Presidential 
Epistle," "Blast from the Past" which has moved back a century to 
the inauguration of Samuel Slmon Schmucker, "Bookmarks," "Senior 
Sagas," "Middler Musings, 11 and "Junior Jottings." "Around the 
Globe" ls on a one month hiatus, al lowing our foreign students 
some time to again settle on campus. We also welcome a new 
monthly feature, "Building Your Library," suggesting additions to 
our theological and devotional libraries. 

Special articles for this month are Tamara Riegel ,. s "The 
Body Myth" which discusses our society ,. s need tor females to nave 
that "perfect" figure, and Thomas Jacoby ,. s touching piece, "A 
Reflection on Evangellsm, 11 which looks at how we proclaim the 
good news among our friends. Look also for interesting 
opp or tun it i es during the rest of F'ebruary and the beg 1 nn i ng of 
March. 

Good reading! On behalf of the Publ icatlon's Committee, I am 
Susan folks. 

(i) 



SA PRESIDENTIAL EPISTLE 

Poor church attendance is nothing 
new for Sweden. Much like their 
American counterparts, Swedish 
clerics have gathered periodically to 
discuss the problem. At one such 
meeting a few decades :=igo, the 
assembled clerics--which included a 
few bishops--turned to an American 
visitor for his observations. Father 
Arthur Carl Krt�inheder, th<-> founder 
of American Lutheran monasticism 
related, "I have visited several 
parishPs whih� here in Sweden and 
have asked the priests I have met 
'whether or not failure to attend 
worship 1vas a sin?' and not one of 
them <;muld answer my question." "So?" 
a cleric queried. ''Well," continued 
Kreinheder, "if your priests do not 
know the answer, what do you expect 
from the laity?" 

Granted, the Roman doctrine that 
weekly attendance of the mass is 
necessary for salvation must be 
rejected. They teach that our work 
of getting up on Sunday morning anrl 
going to church is meritorious. This 
teaching is rightly discerned as the 
subtlety of the Devil, taking the 
sweet worship of God and perverting 
it against the apostolic and 
evangelical teaching of the Chief 
Artie le ( AC 4) • AC 28 is clear in 
this matter: 

Hat tne"<, ar� WP to thin!; about 
SunJay and abrut similar rites in our 
c�urch: To tr.is our tea�hers replf 
that it is la11fJI for bishops and 
pastors to 11aKe regulations so :hat 
things in th� church 11ay be done in 
good 11rd�r, bu: not that by the 11�ans 
of th�se we make s�tisfa�tion for sins, 
not that rrnsrience, are bound so as to 
regarci these as n�ce£sary services. I Ar 
2 8: 5 3 i 
The Devil, ho1-1ever, does not limit 

himself to the medium of the papacy. 
He can work even through the 
evangelical articles of the A11gsburg 
Confession, as I believe he has in 
the case of worship non-attendance. 
For various reasons, we Lutherans 
have invoked AC 4 and AC 28 to excuse 

others and ourselves for neglect of 
worship. We have claimed the shie.Ld 
of evangelical liberty agaj nst the 
assaults of both pietis t ancl pope, 
neglectj ng the place where He meet 
the source of that liberty. The 
apostle writes: 

Let us hJ�1 fa;t the co�fess10� �-f �'.r 
h n p e w i : hr-u t w a"•· r ' n g , fl :· h !:- .- � � 
prr11isPd :; f�it.�f�I: .1nd I�· ·,s 
c n n s l ri e r h c· w 1," ;r, : r i p � n e :-. 11 o I n e � t C' 
l ,: v e and go u r. 11 j r k ; , n c· t n e (: � rt i :1 � : C' 
11° et t��Plii�r. as is th! r,lrtt t'f E:11·?, 
b 'J : ,. n c " u r H i n g r n � 1 ! r t h '! r , a n •J r-. I ! 
,he 110�1! c.S yn•J SP0 th� l•�y dr:iw:,�� 
n�ar.,Heo IO:Z:i-251 

I find it diffjc11lt to believe that 
Me] anch thon and our· confess .i ng 
forebears ever intended ,\C -I or AC 28 
to negate Hebrews IO: 25. Those 1,1ho 
condenmed the abuses of their day, we 
now abuse by our misrepresentation of 
their instruction. 

The aposLle does not i nsl ruct us 
in la1,1. The apostle instrucls us in 
relationship. The question should 
never be fnuned "is it a sin not to 
go 1.0 chU1·ch':'" In this conlext, the 
church is a building 1,·hich usuall.v 
lies vacan I. '-> ix days a ,�eek. The 
question is '' is it a sin to ne_glect 
the assembly which �athers in that 
church to worship God?" Failure to 
at tend thfi assemb] y of believers is 
failure to receive the edification of 
the community a11d failure to give 
edification 1.o the �ommuni ty. 
Failure to at tend the assembJ y of 
believers is to claim 'I am H.n 
island!' Failure to att,�nd the 
assembly L•f believers is both Lhe 
ultimate demonstralion of contempt 
for the commurd ty <)f faith and the 
spiritual homicide of each individual 
member of that commurli ty. Rejection 
of the assembJy ic, rejection of the 
Triune God which placed us in 
community through the one body of the 
Son. 

'Is it a sin not to attend 
worship?' Our answer must be 'Yes, 
it is a sin!' This sin is not a 
violation of pa.pal decree, pietist 



J'.,f, f �siJe.n a·a { 

i/{slU , e11n f. 
platitude, or Decalogue. This sin is 
a violation of the covenant God made 
with us through the Son. This sin is 
our faUure both to receive the grace 
which God desires to give us and to 
be the medium of the grace God 
desires to give others. 

There is something wrong 1..rhen half 
the campus walks toward the chapel at 
noon while the other half walks the 
opposite direction. Aesthetics can 
never be usP.d as an excuse. Too many 
of us choose which services we go to 
based upon who is preaching or 
pres1ding. What could be a greater 
insult to the workings of the spirit? 
Wi 11 not Lhe sacraments be valid 
despite the hands that administer 
them? Might not the Holy Spirit 
choose unlikely candidates to speaJ{ 
the prophetic word? Too many of us 
avoid alternate liturgies. Are we 
sh01..iing appropr late care to our 
broLhers and sisters who are 
exploring new aYenues of edi.fication? 
Are ""e not closing ourselves off to 
the dynamism of the Holy Spirit? Too 
many of us walk out if the Li tan�, 
be�ins. Does not the world need us 
to lift our voi.ces in prayer? 

Adi.aphor-a is not an acceptable 
defense. Tlie assembly of believers 
at worshj p i.s never adiaphora because 
the mertns of grace, the preached word 
and the sacraments, are found there 
( AC 6) • To despise the worship of 
t.he r.1.ssembly of believers is to 
despise the means of grace. To 
despj se Lhe means of grace is to 
de!->pisP reconciliation with God. Who 
among us can c.Laim not to need this 
recnncj J iation? 

Alt.ending noon worship in the 
ChApel ma:v not be necessary to 
sHlvation acror·ding to AC 4 and can 
never be mandated according to AC 28. 
Attendj ng noon worship is necessary 
to community. Not that much lamented 
non-existent utopian community we so 
oft.en discuss, but the r·eal comrnuni ty 
which is realizabJ e in ,Jesus Christ 
Hho mRkes us one.� bod,v. If any of us 
neglects this assembly of believers, 
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it is as if a hand wjthered and fell 
off or an eye fell out of its socket. 
With our present practice, we are a 
leprous body, falling to pieces and 
in desperate need of healing. This 
healing grace, hoHever, can only be 
mediated throw:th the mut11al 
exhortation of 1·he member·s of this 
lxx:ly. The cal .I to worship cannot bA 
neglected by any rnernber, be that 
member sern.1 nariar 1, spouse, chi J d, 
faculty, or staff . When "·e see our 
s i.ster reading in the library, we 
must say, "Sister, come Join the 
assembly! " When we see our bro t.her 
walkin� south across the campus, t�e 
must say, ''Brother, you're going the 
wrong way!" When we find ourselves 
engaged in some activity other than 
helping our neighbor's ox out of the 
pit, we must call it what jt is--a 
sin! 

To the Middler Class. 

Everything seemed to begin 
very slowly at the seminary this 
past year. This includes our cl ass. 
However. by the time you read this 
article in this issue ot Table 
TuJ.Js.. we will have had a class 
meeting and hopefully have ideas 1n 
place tor the rest ot the year. 
But. I do want you to know that I 

appreciate the leadership you have 
shown on this campus this year. and 
I am very proua of our c I ass. l 

wou Id I ike to say a big THANK YOU 
to al 1 ot you for al I the work this 
class has aone this year. l want to 
encourage you to keep up the gooa 
work as we begin our l ast semester 
betore internship. 

Your President. 
Richard Hair 



A BLAST FROM THE PAST 
SEPTEMBER 5 ,  1826, � l TN E S S E D  T H B  I N AUGURATION o�· 8AHUE L  SIMON S•. '.H HllCRBR  A S  1 H E  F l RST  PROF E S SOR 
AND PRBS I D B N T  OF  T H K  NEWLY BSTAB L [S H B D  UJTH &RAN SEM I N ARY IN UBTTY S B U & G , PHN II SHV ,\ N I � .  WH AT 
FOLLOWS I S  T H E  "CHARGB '' G I VBII SSS AND H I S  NEV  S TUDBNTS ON T' l!AT OCCAS [ O II BY TH E  REV .  D. F .  
Sl'. HABPPER . 'TIH S Ci lARGE I S  A BEAU T I FUL E X POS I T I O N  O F  A R [C H  H l STORY H B E T l N G  A NR'li AND  l'!l ALLE » G [ N G  
FUTliRB.  I N  A T l H E  V H B N  T H R  FUTURE S H APE  OF  TH EOLOG [ CAL k DUGAT[ON  I S  I ll  1,1 U B S T IO N  � II  T H �  ELCA, 
SUCH  A H B S S AGB  S E EKS TO HAVE  CURRENC Y .  

Be.loved brother, in the Lord Jesus 

Christ ! 

That the Church of Christ deri ves 
ineffable advantage from well 
regulated theological seminaries, j g  
not a moder-n discovery .  The 
Evang_el ical Lutheran church, has long 
since enjoyed them . The fathers of 
our church in the United States, 'tis 
1..:el l known to �'OU, were prepared for 
the sacred ministry in the Seminary 
at Halle ;  and by their classical 
knowledge , great erudition and 
fervent piety , became under God , 
instrumental in the conversion of 
hundreds, who, but for the sons of 
Ha.l le, would very probably have 
entered the eternal world, without 
e\·er having seen the sun of 
righteousness . Yes, it j g  an 
imJXJrtant fact, and one upon 1-1hich I 
would have the opponents of 
theological seminaries to reflect , 
that rel igion was at the lowest ebb 
in  many dist.h cts of this country , 
un ti 1 the ard val of pastors, tJho 
were nursed and reared at Halle .  
There ,,.-ere indeed previously, men 
employed as pastors by our people ,  
but they were generally ignorant, and 
in man:v instances, so ungodly, that 
laymen became in as many instances, 
disgusted , and gradually settled down 
in unbf>lie f .  The erudition, 
1mfeigne<l piety, pastoral prudence 
and systematic knowledge of the 
duties i.ncumbent upon the ambassadors 
of Jesus, 1-Jhich our fathers derived 
from the Lord , through a theological 
semi nary, enab led them to 
discriminate, 1-Jhen to feed with milk , 
and 1,1hen to nourish with strong meat. 

They at once comm;.mded the res pee t of 
all , and both English and German 
emigrants, i n  Pennsy 1 \·ania and 
Maryland especially, were br-:,ught to 
the feet of the crucified Saviour, 
whom they had mocked and contemned . 

The zeal, the celest ial fl ame , the 
devot edness to the cause of Christ, 
which had l ong distinguished our 
church in Europe , were gradual ] y 
caught, by differP.nt denominations of 
christians in thi s  countr;.·, and 
accordingly, all their ener_gies 1Jere 
brought into requi sit.ion to establ ish 
theolog ical !,-;eminaries. The 
Presbyterian church was among the 
first, and the number of her learned 
anrl p ious c] ergy is suffic i ,�nt to 
establ ish the fRct , that theological 
seminaries are among the most. 
va luab le i ns t i t u t i on s, �h ich 
Christians can and shou ld support. 

Strange as it  must appear, �-et 
' U s  a l amentabl e  fact, I.hat the 
Uerrnan churches ( Lutheran and 
Reformed l in the United Stat es, 
remained perfectly indifferent , as 
regards theological seminaries, 11nti l 
of late .  Wh i lst others prepared 
young men for thi? ministry, and sen t 
them forth pious , erudite and well 
storerl with c lassic lore, to 
missionate throughout this extPnsi,� 
country, we could scarcc-- b· provide 
churches a l  ready organi zed, 1,1 i t h  
suitable pastors. Either we were 
compelled to admit men into the 
ministr:v, i f  they 1,-;ere pious, though 
possessing no more knowledge than 
every lay-man out to seek for 
h imself;  or suffer our churches to 
remf¼in vacant unt.i 1 young men could 
be found, whose circumstances enabled 



them to enter . a college or 
univex:sity, and after graduating, to 
spend a year or two in the study of 
theology, under the direction of one 
or other of our most exJ)f�rienced 
pas tors . The great disadvantages, 
under which the church suffered, are 
well known . No matter how pious and 
scienU fie our pastors, who prepared 
students, it must be conceded, that 
as every stationed pastor has a flock 
to feed and defend, he cannot devote 
suffic-ient time, to the instruction 
of students of di \·ini ty . 

That grand and blessed insU tution 
of our church, the Genera] Synod, 
brough1 into ex i stence but a few 
,\·ears sincr, and, exposed to 
diff i cul t i es, P\·er since its birth, 
has nevertheless operated with such 
success , as not only to acquire a 
stren�th, which enables it to bid 
defiance to j Ls most malign 
opponents, but with the blessing of 
God, top place our church in  the 
lni ted States into that state , which 
£-mab] Pd her in Europe, to contribute 
so much to1.ard the extension of the 
Redeemer ' s  k i ngrlom. Yes, I 
ant icipate that we shall soon unite 
w i th our sis1 er· r.hurches, in a 
powerful manner, to pull down the 
strong holds of Satan, and that our 
numerous members, dwell j ng Lhroughout 
LhP l:ni ted StatPs, w i l l  be furnished 
wi t.h pastors, who sha] l inspire their 
hParers 1.ith d i\·ine f ire of the love 
of Goci.. The cal ls for such pastors 
are loud and numerous, and at this 
period, there exists an ardent desire 
in many, ,.ho are ignorant of the 
language of our fathers, to have the 
word of life divided among them 
agreeably to the views of our church. 
The General Synod, has therefore 
determined, in humble reliance upon 
God, to establish a theoJ ogical 
seminary . To the important and 
h j gh ly responsi ble station of Hs 
first pr·ofessor, you, m�· dear 
brother, have been elected, and it 
has devolved. upon me, to charge you, 
in the most so lP111n manner, as in  the 
presence of the Triune God ,  to be 
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well aware of the sacredness of the 
office, with which we im·est you th is 
day. 

( Th e  r f11 ,t i n i n g  h a i i  o f  :,ch ,1 e f:·er  · s  ·l.'r. a r � e  t ·� 
S S S i s  n o  c . p r  e.s/' 11 t e d ;_ 1 n s t  e n  iJ . 1 r a · v � 
d i r� c t 1 y  t c  h i s  i,h a r gr tc  t h e  £ t ,; h r. r ,  t1 f 
t h e  n e w  sem i n J r y /  

The students present nor. ro!:-e and 
r-·en=,, addressed as f 'ol .lor.;s : 

You , my :voun� hrethrP.n , 1 ·hn ha\·e 
determined to  l"1P.r·nmP students of 
divh 1 it.v i.n thi.s seminary, 1 ... .-i } J ,  I 
trust, be diligent j n your studies, 
inr,reasin.� in piety, and deport 
:vourse l VPS in f,!eneral, as become th 
your h igh vocation . It  would not 
comport 1d th the fee 1 f rigs o f  m.v 
brother, 1Jhom you now rec0gn i ze as 
your professor ,  to sp<�ak of  his 
acquin�ments in encomiastic  strains , 
nor would it be consistent i-·i th m�· 
duty ; for the General S�·nod of our 
church, has elected him to take 
char.2:e of our students , '-'ho feel 
disposed , t·o prepare themselves for 
the ministn• i n  th i s seminary . You 
hea ,,d the responsj bi ) i t  y nf h i s  
stati0r1 , and yours is b�• no means 
unimportRnt. Upon �·ou 1, i l  l i n  a 
great measure depend, the prosperity 
of our semi nary . If you J eavP. it 
erudite  and pio1 is, and become active , 
zealous , pr11d.ent and faithful 
ambassadors of Jesus , then t..-i l L our 
seminary r j se and fl ouri sh ;  b1 1 t  if on 
the contrary , you should be wimindful 
of your dut ies as students--j f :,:our 
hearts and hands are not improYed-
j f pi ety and knoi-•l<:•dge U<' wanting, 
then may our sem inary sinl,--which may 
Goll avert '. 

Finally, may we aJ J. be fa ithful ! 
!"Jay WP dischargP the various duU es 
obli�atory upon us, 1d th alacri t;v and 
de] igh t ! --Then wj l l we embrace �ach 
other , and with t hose whom we ha\·e 
been instrumental in  discipJ ining for 
Jesus, join with the choristers of  
heaven, in singing glory unto the 
Lamb of God forever and e\·er, Amen .' 



Hot  o f f  the P resses  

Several  books  recently  
r e c e i ve d  by  the  l ibrary may be  
of  interest  to the  seminary 
c ommuni t y .  F i r s t ,  Scott  
Gustafson  has  just  had  a book  
pub l i shed . It  is  entitled  
Mi n i s t ry Wi th the Power of 
Jesus and deals  with a 
theology o f  mini stry,  which i s  
a hot  topic  right  now . 
Knowing Scott ,  you can expect  
an inte re sting , inte l l igent  
book with a few  twists  ( c f .  
the dedication page ) .  The 
c a l l  number is BV660 . 2  G87 
1 99 1 . 

Fi nal Exi t by Derek  Humphry 
( R7 2 6  H84 1 99 1 )  rece ived a 
great deal  o f  media  attention  
when  it  came  out . The book i s  
a how-to manual f o r  s u i c i de . 
Final Exi t is  intended f o r  
term i n a l l y  i l l  pe rson s ,  but 
wh i l e  such " se l f - re l ease " ( in 
the book ' s  terminology ) i s  
controve rsial  enough , other  
que stions  have been  raised  as  
to  the advisab i l i ty o f  making  
such mate rial  avai lable  to the  
general  publ i c .  

Edgar Trex l e r ,  editor  o f  The 
Lu theran , has j u st  pub l i shed  
Ana tomy of a Merger, a h i story 
of  the  formation of  the ELCA 
( BX8048 . 3 T74  1 9 9 1 ) .  T h i s  i s  
the f i rst  in  what w i l l  
probab ly b e  a d e l uge o f  such 
analyse s .  

The autho rs o f  Habi ts  of the 
Heart have produced a new book  
c a l l e d  The Good Soci e ty 
( E 1 6 9  . 1 2 G6 4 5  1 99 1 ) . ·  W h i l e  
Habi ts  looked a t  o u r  personal  
and cultural  l i fe , Good 
Soci e ty e xpands the f i e l d  o f  �s- """ 

view to examine soc i e ty ' s  
institutions . 

S e xual  Harassment 

Harassment has been  brought to 
our attention by the C larence 
Thomas hearings  and by 
d i scussions  here on  campu s .  
Peer Harassmen t ,  wh i l e  c h i e f l y  
meant f o r  col lege students , 
contains  some valuable 
i n f o rmation . I t  i s  
accompan ied  by a video  o f  the 
same name ( LC 2 1 2  . 86 2  
H83  1 9 9 1  + ) . Academi c and 
Workplace Sexual Harassmen t, 
publ i shed by SUNY , is on  order 
but has not  yet been  rece ived 
by the l ibrary . It promises  
to  present  a more scholarly 
ana lysis  of  the  p roblem . 

Lent 

The Lenten season wi l l  soon be  
upon u s .  For  those of  you 
lead ing worship  this  season , 
the l i brary as always is a 
" re source o f  resourc e s . "  On 
the compute r ,  go to VIEW 
CATALOG -- SUBJECTS and l o o k  
up " Lent . " I f  you l i ke to  
browse the  she lve s ,  BV8 5 is  
the  best  place  to s tart . Some 
spec i f i c  recommendation s ,  A 
Lent  Sourcebook ( BV85  L4 18  
1 9 90 ) ; Len t :  A Guide to  the 
Euchari s t  and Hours by Kevin  
I rwin  ( BX 20 1 5  . 784  I79  1 9 8 5 ) ;  
The Scandal of Len t by Robert 
Kysar ( 85 2 6 1 5  . 5  K97  1982 ) ;  
Pari sh Path Through Lent  and 
Eas tertime ( BV85  P 3 7  1985 ) .  
Prel ude t o  the Hal l e l ujah i s  a 
new  book o f  Lenten meditations 
by E dna Hon g ,  a Minnesota 
writer  and translator  ( BV85 
H66  1 9 9 1 ) .  

Tamara Riegel  
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The Body lv1yth 
About a 1,1eek ago at the 

college, 1 heard Naomi Wol f  speak 
about her book, The Beau ty _ _t!�h . 
This 1:x>ok has been hailed by some as 
011e of  the most important feminist 
pub.l icalions j n recent years , 
lvl1atever U1P trulh of this statement, 
the bnok I n�ad rind the talk I heard 
proved that Wol f is  an intelligent, 
articulate young woman who is 
passionate ctbout her subject, and 
eager to pass on some of her 
lmo1vlf:'dp:e and enthusiasm to others . 

Wolf ;;inal yzes the phenomenon in 
North Amel'j can culture which she 
rill ls  _LhE> "beFrnty myth. " Tn the last 
20 years the pressure on 1,1omf-'n to 

conform lo a uni.v�rsa.l idea l of 
beauty have increased exponentially. 
Women are prP.ssured to conform to the 
ideal ,-1s portra:ved by anorecti c 
teena.�P. fash i on mode] s .  Womt:-m are 
spen<li1 1g S50 b i l l i on a year on 
cosinP t i.cs , cl i Pts , and plastic 
sur�er·�-. Women are subject to sexua l 
har-assmen t j f I he:v arE> pretty ,  a.nd to 
sunu11an· rlismissa 1 fr-om thei r jobs i f  
they ,n-e not- pr�U - y enough. Women 
Hre slan:in.� thE>mselYes to achh-ve an 
ideal 1,11�i ght 23% be low average , 
Womt�ll a n,• submit·tin.£! to t. hP lu1.1 fe t o  
l i 1 erally remold their  bodies to an 
idea] more mHl e  th?m fema l e .  WomE:·n 
rlo th i s  hP.causP the medj a and the 
ath·ert is j  ng estl:lbl i shment ins i st thFt t 
they 1111 1st cnnfnrm i n  nrder to achieve 
1,1ha t  1 hP..v desir<:> f r1 love or career. 

Wh.v has n1 1r c-u lt-ure suddenly 
b1-�co1111� sn j nterestPd .1n women ' s  
RppPHr;mcP? Wc_i 1 f nbserves that the 
early 1 970 ' s, t· hr-! cresl of the second 
1;avf' of f P111 i 1 1 i  s,11, brought s1,1eepin.£! 
] ega] , pn 1 .i t i ca 1 and. soc ia J  changes 
;::ind npfmP.d I IJ '  c.:oun tless ne1,1 
poss i b i  l i  1 i es for ,,omen . A)  most 
i nuned i.FI t <� l y  thP 1ner.J i a hP.gan t o  push 
U1P. ne< 'P.ssi ty of  youthful beauty for 
c1ny successful 1;0111an ( think of Jane 
Pau le:v and. Deborah Nord l l P )  • 

Wol f a rgues that the force 
behind this JX)1._1erful myth is  

political and econom i c. When 1-·ome1 1  
began to bP. provided 1,1i th f:'(11 ,a 1 
opportunities, the s tatus quo was 
threatened. A s imilar situat i on 
occu1-red aftE:>r WorJ d h:ar l J • lvhen 
t-.he soldiers C:3Jllf' homt> , Rc )s ie the 
Rj veter hc1rl to be p-•rsuad1 �d t o  return 
home , nr 1- he re 1,1m ild nnt be r,r iu, ,gh 
jobs for i,he 111Pn . Ttw F,�m i nj nP 
Mystique i mme1 l j F1t e l y  appea red in 
American popular and scl,o I Hr ly 
li terature , and m i. 1 1  ions of 1,nmcm 
were CPnv i need that. home 1,as 1,1hcre 
they belong�� - Essen t ial l :v  the same 
scenario  1,'RS repealed in the J 970 ' s. 
Our er::onond c system dP.pends on t h"' 
2�-�0% of the gross na t i ona l pr�lu ·t 
t,hich is 1 mpaid 1;ork h.y women, ar.d 
upon the \'/'\St pooJ of  women 1-: ill  i.ng 
to 1;ork lom!: hour-s for low pay . The 
best 1,Ry t o  keep 1 -·omen out of thP 1Ja�· 
and out of  trouble ,.-as tn  ( I\ ) 
conv ince I.hem the.'· are rn1t  worth 
bett er . iohs or h .i .e:her l>ct:V , ?.ncl ( 8 )  
exhrlust l . l 1 r�m tl irrn.1.�h cor1•pl i ca t.ed 
r-i lrn¼] s nf' p<�rsona] c: .n·n<>m j 11.�, 
fana t j  < -al  ex<�rc isr•, and s t r i ngent 
fa.sti ng, �o U1l'l1. t h1�y ha VE! n,_:, energy 
t q  Sfll"Plk 01 1t or sl anrl u1 1 f0r thei r  
poU tical and Pconomic ri�h t- s .  The 
beaut �- my ll , helpful ! �· fu l fil I s  r1. l l  
these reciui rementi3, and i t  has I.he 
converd. Pn t side pffer·t o f  p1 1 U  j rip: 
wo1111 •n i n  rorupet- i t  i on n.e:a i nst '- ·ad1 
other, ra l her than maid ng Uwm c1 ]  l i.es 
of  each olher-. 

OnP ma:,.· we] I :.:isk 1.;h�· 1,•0111en go 
along 1,i l h  1- l1e m;Y tl i  i f  it i s  sn 
harmful . One m,iy al so '-lsk 1..:hy 
busi nessmen 1 1ear I i , ·s. There is s11,.:-h 
r1. wr,j ght of cul t rn:a] nnd snr: i c-i l  
I rari i t i on h<•h i 11J t he m;-·th tha t few 
1,1omen 1n•p c1b] � lo --- tand out ag;\ i ns t
i t .  On the nnr> hand, 1Jr,111n1 c1 re to] d 
that be:wt :r aids a.r<� Ft wa.,· to pamper 
themse] ,·E>s 1-rnd rema -Lri  ferui 11ine i n  a 
man' s 1,1or] <l ; on the othrr hanc:l, 
women are told in a thousand subt] e 
and unsubl. l e  wa,vs e\'er:v rh�- thr1 t 

thei r  wot"l.h is ju�ed over1,1h�mirudy 
on appeari.-i 1 1ce . 



,.. 

The Bocly Mytl1 

Wolf i 1-5 obviously a keen 
observer of cul ture, find her 
cone] us ions are origina l and 
compell ing. You may read her book if 
you h'i sh to P.xplore thP. subject 
fu r·ther. What I would like to 
e-...;plore are the theologica] 
irnpU c.ations of the beau t�, myth. I f  
our eul t·ure ni lues women only on the 
bas i s  of thP.ir external appearance, 
wha t does th j  s mcA.rt for f'hri  st ians? 

As onP examines the e ffects of 
the ''l>Paut .y myth" , j t. hecomPs 
<lisl.urbingly A.pparent. that th is 
movement wh ir�h c · l H ims lo value won11=!n , 
and Lhe beA.Ul;\' of w0men, so h j ghly is 
in fact ar ,Li -woman. The demands made 
upon 1vomen, the evaluation of thei r 
looh.s, t he cri tir. ism ,  praise ot· scorn 
lavished on women' s bodies is not n 
l ov i ng or admiring attempt to 
encourage women to "be all that the;\· 
ran h� . · • I t  i s  A personal attack 
upon 1-mman' s phys ica l  self. Thinh 
for� a moment n f  the bloody scalpe l ,  
hardened silj cone, carcinogenit'  
i mp h m ts of t he p l astic surgeon' s 
trar lP ( 87% of  1vhose pat i ents ar0 
fe,w,\ J e ) . Hd nh of t he women raped, 
s l rtbl ,erl , bt>H ten , bu r·ned , viola t eri and 
h 1 nn i l iat , ,d ,  not just in ''hard'' nr 
even "sof1 " pornography, bu t in thP 
ne ighlJOr-hood thealPr ( J in 8 movi0s 
c'onl.. a i ns r-i 1 -ape scen8 ) and on thP. 
co,·ers ,,f dete�ti ,·e novels. Thinh of 
the rape and bondage fantasies in 
h•le,·isi0n and print 3dvertisements. 
Th i.nh of the womP.n restricting their 
ca loric i nt ahe 1·0 that of Ausch1vi t z  
i nnm t es. Th i s  i. s not a celebration 
c ,  f i-·omen ' s b()d i PS it i s 
reject i on. 

why t h i s  fj erce denial nf 
t,omen' s boclJ es? What i s  a woman ' s  
body, that i t  shou J rl  be despised, and 
that our cul t11re should be tr;\'ing so 
despe r·a tP..ly to mah:e i t  disap�A.r? 
Orcirlental ri vil.iz.ation hRs a l ong 
his tory of assoeiating the fema l e  
with the human body , and wi th the 
wnr]rl of phys i c ·a J 1·ea] j ty in general . 
This is h1  ('Ontrast to tlw male, who 
j s  assoc i a ted w i t h  the spiritual and 
i mmater i al . Women are hlent i f ied 

cont. 

with the animal s.ide of human nature. 
Sd ,�nce can fert i l i zP a11 t:".�/;g in the 
test tubP. , b1 1t so far a woman is· 
sl.il l  required t0 carry the fetus in 
her body for nine months before 
g'i,v ing birth in an eXCPSS of bl ood, 
sweat and pain : al l reminders of the 
embod i P.d nature of humar, i t· y .  l n  some 
anci ent rel i � i r 1ns th -is  r-reatiYe 
abi l j ty or women i s  J'P\,"Pr-t?d .  J I )  
other r0 I. i.p: i ons i t·. becomes a , ,eg:, t 'i \'P. 
th i 11,11;. ThP nnc i l:'1 1 t GrPr>J,s h:> l iE.•, ·er:l 
ma I e h1 1111ns•�x11:1 I I q,·� l.0 b•� • hr-:- p1 1r�st 
o r  l n'. PS, hP.C'A.UPS i �  i c;  no1 dP f i. lpd. 
by 1. h•� :d I - t00-ph_,·c;ica l. r�a l i t. Les of 
1'l m:1 .l c-fP.ma l e  relat  i r.:msh i. p. l n  
Buddhism 1,•omen ::ire t he >·j n ,  t:hP. dark 
s i de. Jn  ( hrist i c1 n i t.y 1.;0mf:>n are the 
t,�mpters , t he wh i te sc•pu lch'=rs 1.;ho 
a rt? hope] essl >· �"n l l'l.ngl ni i n  the 
s i nf1 1 1  hndy I hemsc� l ,·es 1rnd , ·rm Pnsi] y 
d cai::i: a r'ar,., J ess mnn , lo1--r1 1; j th I.hem . 

ThP fema !.P body i -..  despised 
her ·nus<:> i t  reprPsPnt s  nur h ,ct i  l i ness. 
Bu t 1:h:-,· shnu l.d 1 :e be s0 afraid of 01 1t 
c, 1rpn1·Pr1 l i t y·1 Th<? t n , t.h .i s  t.h;:\t \JP , 

�lrin� i-· i  t h  t h, ·  r·esi. c·f l\iestern 
r.nl tur� , :ire a] I �1:m.i d1at:'a11s a t  
he:\rt . Lille ,\u,gust i.ne , '-''= ar1! 
sprrel l ;\· asharn,�d of 01 ,r ca rna l 
des j 1 ·es h�rausf� , .I. i ke !\, ,gust· i ne , 1 :e 
arP seer-PU :,· cow· i l lced tha t. t h,� sn1 il 
is be t. t er than the hocly. The bod:,· , 
i t  spems , i c; t he soi 1rce of al l 011r 
s i n ful 1_ rr ,ub.l PS . I ntel l.ectua] l :,· we 
kl lOh' t hat  " f l esh" in St . Paul' s 
epi stles means sel fish des i re ,  h11t 
like Lui her, 1,·e th ink of the bu t cher 
shop 1.-hen we hPar t hP 1 ·ord . Paul ' s  
" thorn 1 1 1  the f l Psh " ro1 1.l.rl eas i l �
ha,·e be<'-·n spi ri tut'\l , hut i..:e a l 1,·ays 
sp�c1 1  I a t  0 0 r r  l he r:n rpo r-ea 1 
possibi l i t j i=-s ( ; 1  � tul ter pel'1 1:1ps, or 
th:-it old bu.t!abon , , in,.-nnt roll ab] e 
sexual ci0sj re ) .  Th� bod�· must be the 
sr)Urce of sin , for was not. the eat i n� 
of the RpplP h, Eden a phys j c:,i] act? 
And wp n] l lmoi-· who f i rst suc�curnbed 
to that culi nary l t=>mpta t ion. 

J f  the Western Chri stian 
t radi tinn has contributed so much to 
the reject i on of the> bod:, , is t herP 
anythj ng i n  tha t snrne tr:i.c l i tion d1ich 
might· j 1 1s t. i f:v chang i ng to n pos i ti \'e 

,,,.,, 



r cont. 
atti t11de t01.iard, or even .love of the 
body?. I ndeed there i s. First , we 
can consciously acknowledge that the 
physi cal body is an God-given part of 
t.he defi nH ion of being human. No 
mat te-r how much our Gnostic 
t .end.enc.i.Ps 1.;01 1 Ld like to 1.hink t hat 
n so1 1l released from the body i s  
ful fi l led humanity , i t  i s  not. 
August.ine , for example ,  arknowl�clged 
1 hfl t  lxxly and soul are ri union , thrtt 
the hx:l:v i s  rm intrinsic part of 
bei ng human , nncJ that the body serves 
the soul l,�· prodding i t  w.i. th 
informa1 ion �lx.,ut physical rea l ity. 

The bod:'\' i.s also the means by 
1.Jh ich 1-·e commun iratP wi th  each other 
c1.11d alsn w ith God . Augustine may 
have . fel t tha t  the ul timi-tte end of 
tlw soul 1.Jas to look inward and 
up1m rd , "a1,ay from th j s l ight of the 
e:ves , "  t o  f j nd knowledge of Gori, but 
we knc11.i I.hat Ii.now I edge of Ciod is not 
to be sought outside of physical 
real i t :'1-· ( dirPcL re,·elati.on is not 
ruled out completel y ,  but it  is not 
, .. here God has promised to be ) .  
Luther· tel ls us that God has chosPn 
to rev€-'a.l God ' s  self 1 o us as 
med.i atf:'d in Word and Sacrament: "God 
gin:-s us nei t her \ford nor commandment 
1.Jhich is  not c:ont.ained. ( einfassel and 
pn�sent':'d to us in a thing 1-:hich is  
out\.lardly corporeal" (W  A 23 , 261 , 
1 2-22 ) 

1 101.i is i. t that the transcendent 
God has chosen .l 01.,Jy physi cal reality 
to c·ommunicF.1. t.P. wj th us? This same 
God has also chose11 to himsel f become 
one ,.,j th phjsical real i ty in the 
person of Christ Jesus. The 
Jncllrnat ion Lies al  lhe very heart of 
Chd st  i:m he I ief. The second person 
o f  t.he Trin i ty became a human being, 
sou l , body Hnd al l  . And we are a bJ e 
t· o say Lha t. not just the second 
person , bu I .  cJod is i ncl'lrna te. This 
i s  so , f i rst  beclluse Christ is God ; 
sC"con<i because the Father and the 
Spir i t  pnrtic i pat.P in the humani ty of 
I hf':' Snn , j, 1st as each person of the 
Trin i ty parti, · i pates j n  any action 
1vh i ch h, assnd ated with a par t icular 
p<->rson of lhe Trin.i ty , as Has 

establ ished. by Gregory of �!yssa . c :od 
has chosen to  be one 1,it h us i n  ;:i l l  
the essen tial 1.;rays o f  bein.!:1; h ,  1111::i.n , 
not , just for 33 yec1.rs in Judr�a , but 
no1v and forever. The r..>ody of Chr ist  
is  here 1�.i. Lh us , in  the SacramP.n1 and 
i n  the commun ity  of be) ieYPrs. The 
body of Christ i--i . ll be h' i l.h us 
a.lways , jus t  as our i ncli,· i dua] hodiPs 
1v1 l l be , ;:is t.;r0 confess i. n t·_hf:' 
Apost l es '  < ''rePcl. 

Thus thP bod.v our hc•d., ·  1 s 
not only an ess,,ntial  par1: of the 
defini 1 j on of being l 1wn:m, but i r. has 
become n par1 o f  1..he r:le f i.ni tinn of 
God. Th.i s despisr:-d corpon='� U. t. �· i s  
the ,·ery means by l.:hic-h God has 
redP.erned us and. r:-a l. ] ed us Ln God ' s 
self . In p:ra t.i  tt1de fer and 
ce.lebrat.ion of th is  grPat p:ift , we 
should love our own :ind n1 1r 
neighbors ' bod i es ,  in h"h i < ·h we can 
SPA the n;i1·:'I· im:-ige <Jf our i ncarnate 
God . carin,g for them h, a J J  l ht->.i. r· 
1-.·<mderf1 1 )  Yad.Pt.y of shapes and sizes 
and col ors, and g] orifyin.i;! God in 
them. 
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A Reflection on Evangellzatlon 
by Thomas Jacoby 

I just received the news that a friend of mine 
died last night. 

Chip was videotaping at the scene of a fire, 
when he had a sudden heart attack. The 
paramedics could not revive him. 

Chip was not that old and I never knew he had 
a history of heart problems. In fact, there was 
an awful lot I never knew about Chip, or maybe 
it's more realistic to say I never bothered to 
learn these things about Chip. I suppose a 
more accurate description of our relationship 
would be co-workers, and as with a lot of 
relationships l ike this, ours was primarily 
focused on our work. 

Most of the time, we would meet at the job, 
accomplish our tasks, talk a bit whenever the 
action slowed down, and say our farewells 
when we were through. "Nice to work with 
you again, Chip. See you at the next one," or 
something like that. 

I remember telling him the last time we worked 
together that I was preparing to move to 
Gettysburg, where I was going to begin studies 
at the Seminary. Our goodbyes had more of a 
finality then. Chip actually passed out of my 
life at that moment. 

Or was it actually me that passed out of his 
life? I think the latter, because Chip is having 
an impact on me at this very moment, and I 
really wonder about the impact I may have had 
on his life. 

Toe phone call came when I was sitting at my 
table studying a text assigned for our class In 
the Gospels. Toe news was shocking, and my 
first Instinct was to think pastorally, after all, 

that's what we're here to learn. I thought about 
contacting Chip's wife and I asked God to be 
with his family and to meet their needs at this 
time of crisis. I made a mental note to place a 
prayer request on the sheet outside the 
business office. But more shocking than the 
news was the irony that here I sat attempting 
to learn how to proclaim the Gospel to people, 
while this person's l ife had ended without me 
ever so much as asking him if he was a member 
of the Church. 

I really experienced profound sadness and 
some pain at that moment. Chip was a little 
rough around the edges and not quite as 
experienced as the rest of us, and I realized 
that I had often shied away from him because 
of my own uncomfortableness. 

But he was created in the image if God, just 
l ike the rest of us. Didn't he deserve better 
than that? 

There are many reasons why I never engaged 
in any discussions about God with Chip, but the 
realization that I didn't even know if he had 
ever been baptized burned away any excuses I 
might have had for not doing so. 

Under the law, I am guilty of disobeying what 
we're told Jesus Christ cited as the second 
greatest commandment I cannot escape the 
realization that I did not love my neighbor 
enough to even wonder about his relationship 
with Almighty God. 

My next prayer was to ask God to have mercy 
on me and forgive me for this terrible sin of 
omission. The passage that we speak during 
the Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 
took on heightened signifi cance at that 
moment: " • • •  and by what we have left 
undone • • • we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves • • •  " 



But the order does not stop there, thank God. 
It continues with some of the most powerful 
words I can think of. Words that speak the 
message of the Gospel to us all. I recalled Mark 
Oldenburg speaking those words to us all just 
lru;t evening. 

It was a real and powerful experience of God's 
grace to know at that moment that we also 
have the forgiveness of God. Because of Jesus 
Christ, I can remember that this sin is washed 
awai And I can pray that God will enable us to 
avoid making similar mistakes in the future. 

So I do what I so often do when things like this 
happen in my l ife. I put my thoughts into 
writing. Why? Do I do this to remove some of 
the gui l t  I fee l  over my shortcomings? 
Probably, to some extent. But maybe also to 
call to mind something that we may not think 
about often enough. 

Our role as ministers of the Gospel does not 
take place only in the Church. We have the 
wonderful opportuni ty to function in this  
capacity on countless occasions in  the world. 
What poor stewards we are, if we waste this 
treasure! How much can we benefit so many 
others if we learn to cheerfully and easily let 
the good news of Jesus Christ be part of all our 
interacting with others? 

I feel very fortunate that I am part of a 
community which helps me learn how to do 
this. I thank God that, together, al l the 
individuals forged into one body of Christ do 
reach many Chips of the world. I am grateful 
to be able to experience the immediate support 
of everyone here. I hope that this event may 
somehow serve to edify the community and 
help make reaJ the power of the Gospel in our 
l ives and in the l ives of those neighbors with 
whom we interact throughout the time on earth 
God has given us all. Please pray for those who 
mourn Chip's passing. 

From the 
NOTA BENE: 

Save These 

Dates 

February .2.1..th c Thursday ) - Mus 1 c. 
Gettysburg ! presents a rare East 
Coast appearance by one of the 
nation ' s finest co l lege choirs : The 
Concord i a  Co l lege Cho i r  in concert 
ln our chapel beginning at 7 : 30 pm. 
Of course . there ls no charge . but 
of course an offering w i ll be 

received. 

tl�.um__--1...§.� < Sunday > Music, 
Gettysburg ! strikes twice within a 
week . this time with help from the 
I nstitute tor Luther Stud i es. At 
7 : 30 pm a sixt e e n th c e n tury 
Euchar i st wi 1 1  begin in our chapel : 
Martin Luther' s  Formula Mlssae , 
with service music by Luther' s 
tavorite composer . Josquin des 
Pres. Eric Gritsch wi I I preach. and 
service music wi 1 1  be led by the 
Scho l a Cantorum of Gettysburg and 
the Boston Shawm a n d  Sackbut 
Ensemble. 

March 2nd < Monday > - At 7 : 30 pm at 
the Gettysburg College Chapel. 
Cathy Cowan wi I I be speaking on 
State Polley and the Environment. 
Ms . Cowan . a tormer Adams County 
Commissioner . a high state official 
respons i b l e  for e n v i ronme ntal 
policy. A lively presentat i on on  an 
important top i c  -- sponsored by the 
Interfaith Center for Peace and 
Justice. 



BUILDING YOUR 

LIBRARY 
SOOGESTIONS FRO�l THE FACULTY 

lt  i s  my usual routine to work 
between the semeste r s  i n  the 
I i brary at Muh l enberg Col l ege . 
While I do it mainly for the 
income , many of my friends think I 
ao there j ust to sit in a bui l ding 
tu l I of one of my most favorite 
things : books. Meanwhile at home I 
have also worked at surrounding 
myself with these paper and ink 
brews in my apartment. Yet it is 
often difficult to know which books 
"out there" are ones which wl 1 1  
enrich my entire person "in here. " 
I have p l enty of books which are 
excellent f or class . but are not 
exactly r e t lective reading 
materials. Similarly , some books 
may not oe suitaol e for c l ass . but 
would make excel lent additions to 
our personal libraries. It ls 
difficult to recognize these books 
without some recommendations. 

Therefore . Table I.a.l!s. ls 
beginning a new feature which ls 
little more than a recommended 
bibl i ogr aphy. Suggest i ons a r e  
we I come t rom anyone , a I though the 
primary contributors are facu l ty. 
Mayhaps this list wi 1 1  l nform a l l 
of us w i th t i ght purse-strings as 
to which books wou I d  be most 
helpfu l or useful. 

- Jan L .  Elsasser 

Frances Gench : 

Rober t McAtee Br own . Unexpected 
News : Reading the B ible 
Through Third-World Eyes 

Karen Leoacqz ,  Sex 10 tne Parish 

Wade Clark Root and Wi I l i am 
McKinney , American Ma1nl ine 
Re l igloo : Its Changing Shape 
and future 

Gerd The i ssen , The Shadow ot the 
Galilean 

D .  Jadock. The Church' s  Biole : Its 
Contemporary Author i ty 

Taylor Branch . Parting the Waters : 
Amec1ca in the King Years 

Susan Thistlewalte and R l nge ( eds . > 
L1tt Everv Yo1ce 

Journa l s :  

11 Interpretat l on" 
"Lect i onary Homiletics" 



Roy j. Enquist : 

Here ln no par ticu l ar orde r  are 
bib l iographical suggestions that 
ought to  be of int erest: 

1 .  The Future of Creation - Juergen 
Mol tmann <. r�or t r ess ) .  Fascina ting 
co l lect i on ot essays on ever ything 
from eschatology and Trinit y  to  
e thics and J ustification. High l y 
stimulating . 

2. Doing Theology/Doing Justice -
Jerry  Fol k ( for t r ess ) . A reader
f r i e n d l y  ove r view in t egr a t i n g  
evangel ica l theo l ogy and e thics for 
the general public. 

� - on the Hundredth Anniversary of 
Rerum Nov arum John Pau l 1 1  
<. U n i t e d  S t a t e s C a t ho l ic 
Con ference ) .  The l a t est pap a l  word 
on economics and class s i nce the 

fal 1 ot European communism . 

4. Loving Natu re : Ecological 
ln...t..egcttv and Christ ian 
Responsibi lity James A .  Nash 
<. Abingaon ) .  Splendid in tegra tion of 
scien tific da ta and theo l ogica l 
vision. 

s. cnr:Lstlan Splrltuailty 
Wolfhart  Pannenberg. Five essays 
out I ining an in formed , evange l ical 
spiritua l it y .  

6. Creation and . .L.fill Gus t a f  
Wingren ( Muhlenberg ) .  A modern  
c l assic which recovers a neg l ected  
Lutheran theo l ogica l t radition. 

7 • Ih.e.Q. l o g Y a n .d_ t h e B I a c k. 
Exper i ence - eds. A l be r t  Pero and 
Ambrose Mayo < Augsburg >. Four t een 
essays by African and African
Ame rica n theo l ogians  on  the  
prospects/salience of Luther anism. 

a .  Justiticatton PY Fa1th - ed. 
George Anderson e t  a l .  <. Lutheran 
Cat holic Dialogue V I I ) .  A critica l ,  
creative l ook at  a maJor ecumenical 
issue. 

9. Global Responsibi lity Hans 
Kue n g  < C r ossr o ad ) .  A globa l ,  
in t e rfaith perspective that manages 
to be clear , comprehensive and 
theologica l l y serious. 

10. Personality Type and Religious 
Leadership - Roy M. Oswald and Ot to 
Kroeger <. A l ban ). OK , . i us t  how .a.r.e. 
we going to tigur e out how to  
deve l op e t fe c t iv e  models for  
l eadership"? 

R i chard Carlson : 

Can a book that costs about five 
DU C K S  and I S  only ! O U  pages be 
wor thwh i l e ? Yes. when tha t book 
happens �o be Jesus and the Future. 
b y  IJa v 1 d  T 1 e a e .  <. C ambridoe : 
Cambr 1 dge University  Press , 1 990 ) . 
Tieae examines the New Tes t amen t 
understandi ngs and sayings of the 
future not as a road map to 
A r m ag e ddon nor as " spi r i t u al 
t r u t hs "  n o t  as misguided. 
un fultil l ea sayings. Rather, he 
t aks ser i ous l y  their h i s torical 
con t ex tua l it y  but a l so seeks to 
unde rs t and their continu t ng impact 
and cha I I enge. 



R ichard D. Ne l son: 

F i ve of Our Own 
A B i b l i ograph i c  Note 

These s i x  useful books are al 1 
by current  or former professors at 
ELCA sem i na r  1 es. Because they are 
not al I ln pr i n t . I have noted each 
book' s  LC number i n  the l i brary. 

Terence E .  Fre the i m, The Suftertng 
of God: An Old Testament 
Perspective .  For t ress . 1984. 
BS 1 1 99 S82F74. 

Th i s  ls theodlcy done i n  the 
b i bl ical mode. Frethelm C LNTS > does 
not bother w i th log i c  or rat i onal 
paradox . but t akes us deep i n to  the 
hear t o f  human suffer i ng .  We f i nd 
God a l r e ady t h e r e  befo r e  us , 
suffer i ng as well . God suffers 
because of the people and for the i r  
sake . The very ant i thes i s  of t ne 
de i ty of human ph i losophy , the God 
of the l H  b I e suffers both for us 
and w i th us. 

Ronald M. Hals . Grace and Faith lo 
the Old Testament . Augsburg ,  1 980 . 
BS 1 199 G68H34. 

The Old Test ament  i s  a gospel 
book. Ha I s  < Tr 1 n l t y )  fl n ds d l v l ne  
orace and human fa i t h to  be the 
s t r uc t ur a l r hy t hm of bo t h  
t estaments. "The Lord who brought 
the peop l e  of Israel out o t  the 
land of Egypt i s  the same Lord  who 
r a 1 sea Jesus from the dead . "  

James L i mburg . The Prophets and the 
Powerless , John Knox . 1977. 
BS 1 198 L5. 

L i mburg < LNTS >  prov i des a 
shor t gu i de to the soc i al and 
pol i t i cal message of the prophe ts. 
Th i s  wou l d  be an excellen t  book to  
loa n  a n yo n e  who t h i n ks t h a t  
"rello i on and polit i cs don " t  m i x" 
o r  has b e e n  seduce d  by t h e  
"b i bl t eal prophecy" i deas afloat i n  
some quart ers. 

Foster R .  Mccurley , Ancient Myths 
and Biblical faith : scclptural 
Transformation . For tress , 1 983 . 

BS 5 1 1 . 2 M38. 

Mccurley < formerly LTSP , 
t races three myt h i c  themes through 
the culture of Mesopotam i a ,  Canaan , 
and Egypt -- and then i n to the Old 
and New Testamen ts. These themes 
are the d i v i ne confl ict  w i th chaos . 
fer t i l i ty and sexual i ty ,  and sacred 
space and sacred moun t a i n .  Th i s  
f i rst -c 1 ass study i s  the best 
i n t roduc t i on I know t o  t he 
i n t erplay of anc i en t  myth and 
blbl 1cal theology. 

Fos t e r  R .  Mccurley a n d  John 
Reumann , Witness ot the Word: A 
Bibi ical Theology of the Gospel .  
For t r ess . 1 986 . 

BS 543 !'142 . 

A handy i n troduct i on and shelf 
ref erence by the f o I ks < LTSP > who 
brougnt you " Word and W i t ness. " 
Th i s  is a themat i c  theology of the 
b i b  I l cal gospel. t r ac i n g t h e  
class i c  gospel concepts f rom the 
Hebrew B i b l e  through Jesus and the 
New Testament . 

.J ,  r1 , Myer  e ,  l�c ,:t,! � a.nc:1 Tor ,;,1.h . 
For t ress , 1 975 . 

BS 680 G7M9:3. 

Ge t t ysbur g ' s r e nown e d  
scholar l y  g i an t , whose death  we 
l amen ted i n  1 991.  d i scusses the 
i n t erplay of  gospel and law, grace 
and torah i n  the Old and New 
Testamen ts . This pat tern <grace 
f i rst , then torah> goes back to the 
exodus even t . I t  i s  i n terest i ng to 
compare t h i s  l i t tle book w i th Hals 
< above > .  Hals was a student  of von 
Rad and i s  consp i cuous I y Lutheran 
l n  h i s  approach. Myers puts h i s  own 
d i st i nct i ve sp i n  on the d i scuss i on ,  
one wh i ch has st rong aff i n i t i es to 
the "b i bl i cal theology movemen t "  
prevalent  in the Un i ted States i n  
t h e l 9 5 0 · s a n d  6 0 ' s . H OW 

charact er i st i c  that Hals should 
conclude w i t h a quot at i on from 
" Amaz I ng Grace " and Myers w 1 th an 
excerpt from the Dead Sea Scrolls ! 



' se111or sagas 
On January 1 7 ,  1 992 t he Sr . C l ass 
h e l d  a mee t ing . The mee t i ng was 
used to touch base w i th Sr . Class 
comm i t tees and the i r  work. I t  
opened w i t h  prayer then some 
rem inders were announced . F i rst , 
Apr i l  1 s t  i s  the dead l i ne for 
reservat ion for hote l s  for 
gradua t ion . Caro l ann has the l i s t  
o f  reserved hote l s  i f  needed . 
Second , c l ass r i ngs a re st i l l  
ava i l ab l e ,  see Carol ann . Th i rd , 
cap and gown measurement s  must be 
completed ( hoods can be purchased 
at a cost of about $60 ) . Cap and 
gowns must be returned i mmed iate l y  
fol low i ng the gradua t ion ceremony . 
And fourth , peop le  were rem inded 
that the l i brary doors were to be 
ded ica ted in memory of M i r i am ' s  dad 
at  1 : 1 5 on January 23rd . Comm i t tee 
report s  were then g i v�n . The 
Banquet Comm i t tee reported that t he 
S r .  Banque t < AA L l  w i l l be he J d  on 
F r iday , Apr i l  1 0th,  at the Dobb i n  
House . Babys i t t i ng w i l l  be 
ava i l ab l e .  The speaker is yet to 
be dec ided . A survey w i l l  be 
c i rcu l ated when appropriate  for 
suggest ions . The C l ass G i ft 
Comm i t tee has not p icked a g i ft 
yet , but suggest ions i n c l ude money 
to a st udent l ounge fund , t he 
purchase o f  some type o f  b icyc l e  
she l t er , CD ' s  for the l ibrary CD 
p l ayers , and money to t he N icho l son 
Fund . Other suggest ions can be 
g i ven to V i k ing D .  or Scot t  M .  The 
v i sua l A r t s  Comm i t tee is work i ng on 
the compo s i te photograph w i t h  a l l 
the l e t t e r i ng being f in i shed . They 
requested a c l ass t heme so a l og� 
m ight be devel oped . There was a 
rem inder to pay M r .  M a t thews for 
S r .  photos i f  it had not been done 
a l ready. The Worsh i p  comm i t t ee 
reprted that Mark Ol denburg wou l d  
res ide a t  the Graduat ion Eucha r i s t  
and R i ck Ca r l son wi l l  preach . As 
i t  stands now , t he Gospe l l e sson 
w i l l  be Jn 1 5 : 1 5 - 1 9 ,  the O . T .  
l esson w i l l  be Jer 1 : 4 - 1 0 ,  and the 
N. T .  l esson w i l l  be Ph i l  4 : 4 - 9 .  
These were t he scr i pt u res voted 

from the choi ces at  t he mee t i n  
Hymns have y e t  t o  b e  sel ected .  
Franc i s  Gench w i l l be asked 
ass i s t  at the Euchar i st .  A p ick- up 
cho i r  w i l l  s ing and the poss i b i l i t y 
o f  fam i l y  membe rs ass i s t ing has yet 
to be f in a l ized . 
Other bus iness  d iscussed a t  the 
meet i n g  incl uded : Dr . K radel 
spLak i ng to the c l a s s  about t he 
Goethe schol arsh i p  for study in  
Germany ; act i v i t ies  for  t he rest of  
the  semester to incl ude t he fam i l y  
rued ; the Recept i o n / Recogn i t ion 
comm i t tee report tha t they a re 
work i ng on the guest - l i st  for t he 
Recogn i t ion banquet wh ich wi l l  cost 
$ 1 5  pe r person ( d i scoun t  for 
ch i l d ren under 1 2 ) ; and a mot ion 
made by Joanne Groman to use the 
banne r made by members of  t he c l ass 
at  gradua t ion . Mar iam N i chol son 
seconded and the mot ion was 
carr ied . 

Tl ie  s em i na r y • �, a 1 1 1 1 u a l  Fami ly Feud 
was a g r e a t  success  wi th uver  f i f t y  
peop l e  a t t e nd i ng .  A b i g  thank  you goes  
t o  Carolann  and  J e n  f o r  a l l  the i r  wor k  
as product i on manager s . Also  thanks  go  
to  Joanne and M i r i a m  for  r e f r e s hme n t s  
and commer.ci:d l break s . A b i g ,  b i g  thank  
you  goes  to  Dr . Car l s o n ,  wh o by  the  way 
was the  pr o f essor  mos t  l i k e l y  t o  be 
seen  on Br oadway accord i ng to t h e  
s tudent  s u r vey,  f or be i ng our  emcee . 

That s ame s t udent  s ur vey s howed 
Holy  We ek t o  be a l i t u r g i c a l  s eason . 
But  such  o p i n i ons d idn ' t  con f ound t h e  
Gnos t i c  fami ly  who s eemed t o  know i t  
a l l !  They weeded out  t h e  J r . Her e t i ck s  
i n  the  f i r s t  r ound ,  1 6 9  - 1 2 0 ,  and went 
on t o  win the  more upward champ i onsh i p  
r ound aga i ns t  t h e  f ea r s ome Addams 
f am i l y ,  1 8 5  - 7 4 . Ans we r s  r anged f r om 
good t o  Jacob and Rebekah  as a mos t  
popu l ar c o u p l e  i n  the  B i b l e .  Some 
g ne s i o  Lutherans  in the  corner  wer e  
d i s mayed when n o  one ment i oned t h e  
R e forma t i on as  a mos t popu l a r  L e s s e r  
Fes t i va l .  Al l i n  a l l ,  good answe r s  
everyone . See  you on T . V . ,  Wi l l ! 



niiddler musings 
"The s econd m i d d l e  t e r m  d e a l s  w i th 

mul t i c u l t u r a l  concerns  and i s  des i gn
ed to  broaden  s t ud e nt s ' awar eness o f  
aspects o f  r ac i sm and pover ty and o f  
concerns  o f  d i f f er ent  people  o f  c o l 
or . Students may choose  one par t i c 
ular  e t h n i c  g r oup o r  one  par t i cular  
prob l em as  a concent r a t i on f o r  the i r  
study . " ( Ca t a l ogue 1 9 9 1 - 9 2  
Lutheran T h e o l ogi ca l Seminary Bu l 
l et i n ,  p .  2 7 . )  

Wr i t ten  i n  t h e  l anguage  o f  acad eme , 
t h i s  descr i pt i on o f  M i d d l e r  J-term  
s ou nd s  - - s h a l l  we  say · a  b i t  d r y . ' 
Rest  assured , dear  r eader s ,  that our 
actual  exper i ences wer e  anyt h i ng but ! 
Our  i nd i v i dual  expectat i ons for  cross
c u l tur a l  wer e  me t and exceed ed as  we 
added a w ide  var i e ty o f  adventures 
to  our  c o l l ec t i ve r esume. And even 
though we ( as students ) a l r eady had 
a personal  · awar eness o f  pover ty , ' 
we wer e  c ha l l enged ( i n the  apt words  
o f  Les l i e  Beard ) to  " l earn  bunches 
about [ our  J i g norance . "  

Recog n i z i ng my i nab i l i ty adequa t e 
l y  t o  descr i be my c l assmates ' ven ·
t u r es , I wi l l  l e t  them speak f o r  
thems e l ves : 

Rob  M i l l er  & Steve  Her r : "We spent 
1 0  eye- open i ng ,  s p i r i t - bu i ld i ng days 
on t h e  Sea I s lands o f  South  Ca ro l i na . 
We par t ic i pated i n  a � e r v i c e  l ea r n 
i ng p r o j ect  f r om Gettysburg Co l l eg e  
w i t h  o n e  pr o fessor  and 9 co l l ege  s t u 
dents , wor k i n g  w i t h  R u r a l  M i ss i on I nc .  
to  prov i d e  l ow- i ncome fami l i es w i t h  
l i va b l e  hous i n g . The I s l ands a r e  
h ome to  t h e  Gu l l a h ,  d escendents o f  
f r eed s l �ves and West Afr i cans , who 
shared w i t h  us much of the i r  u n i que  
culture  and language . 

"We spent the  week d o i ng house r e 
pa i r s ,  i nc l ud i n g :  g u t t i n g  and tear 
i n g  d own par t  o f  a home that was d e 
s t r oyed by f i r e ,  pa i n t i ng , r ebu i l d i ng 
a r oo f ,  i nstal l i ng bathr oom fac i l i 
t i es ,  nnd ' g l e en i ng ' the  f i e lds  ( a  
pr ocess o f  col l ec t i ng the l e  f t - -over  
harvest  for  the  l ow - i ncome fami l i es ) .  

An exce l l ent  exper i ence that we 
would r ecommend to  anyone . "  

Jan El sasser : " I  went to  Ba lt i 
mor e  to work w i t h  Rev . Roger  Gench . 
There  I met w i t h  b lack church  f o l k  
f i ght ing f or the  r i ghts o f  t h e  poor , 
ta lked wi th Jews seek i ng to  under -
stand who Chr i s t ians ar e ,  obser ved 
a volunteer  tutor i a l  program for  
d i sadvant aged i nner - c i ty you t h ,  and 
conversed w i t h homos exua l s  about  
the i r  st r uggles  in  the  Dody o f  
Chr i st  wh ich  s o  o f ten seeks  t o  ex 
c l ud e  t h em . " 

E l i nor Al l i s on & Susan Fo l k s : " S ome 
o f  us stayed on campus for the  Mu l 
t i -Cu l t u r a l  Wor ks hop . We had a few 
very i ntense  d i scuss i ons ar ound 
these  i ssues and r e a l l y  got a f e e l  
f o r  t h e  c ha l l enge o f  i nc l us i v i ty 
fac i ng an  ELCA that counts mor e  and 
mo r e  Lat i nos , Afr ican Amer i cans , and 
As i an Amer i cans among i t s membe r s h i �  

"Per haps t h e  most  s p i r i tuA l l y s i g  
n i f i c a n t  exper i ence o f  t h e  Wor k s hop 
was the oppor t u n i ty  t o  shaT e wor s h i p  
w i t h  a Lat i no Roma n Ca tho l i c::  congre  
gat i on in  York  ( th e  ser v ice  was i n  
Span i s h ) and a n  A . M . E .  c h u r c h  here  
i n  Gettysburg . "  

Les l i e  Bea r d ,  Mat thew D i eh l ,  Byron 
M i l l er  & Dave Wr i g h t : "We chose t o  
exp l o r e  t h e  past h i story  and cur r ent 
i ssues o f  t h e  Cher okee  Nat i on at the 
Oak s  ( Ok lah oma ) I nd i an M i s s i on . The 
M i s s i on p r o v i des  hous i n g ,  car e ,  and 
educat i o n  for  d i sadvan taged , abused , 
and neg l ected  Nat i v e  Amer i can  c h i l 
d r en f r o m  the  ages o f  G - 1 8 .  

"The  four  o f  us trave l ed through 
1 6  states , over. 3 , 6 0 0  mi l es ,  in 1 2  
days , took a c l ass  i n  the  Cherokee 
la nguag e ,  v i s i t ed t h e  Cherokee  Tr i 
bal  Headquar t e r s  i n  Tah l equah ,  and 
had l u nch  i n  the Oaks Sen i or Center  
( tw ice ) wher e  we e n j oyed some ' Ozark  
Rack et ' on the.:  gu i ta r  and  f id d l e ,  
p r o v i d ed by s e n i o r s  Hatt i e  and Sam . 



middler musings cont. 
" The  exper ience  was inva l u a b l e  

( Jake  Chanate a t  N S U  descr ibed it  a s  
" l ooking a t  t h e  d e t a i l s  on  one  bead 
of a s t r and of beads ' ) , and the side  
tr ips to  S t .  Louis , New Or l ea n s ,  
Mobi l e  and Natchez wer e  a we l c ome 
and long- awaited diversion  f r o m  the  
r igors  of  s emi nary l i f e  ( and wor ld  
s t r ess ) .  We hope  some j un i o r s  wi l l  
visit  this gr eat s i t e  during  their  
Mid d l er year J - te r m. " 

Katherine  Doug lass : " I  wor k ed with  
Mor gantown Health  Righ t ,  a f r ee med 
ica l c l inic f o r  the  home less  and un
insur ed in  Mor gantown ,  WV . The  c l i n 
ic is wor k ing with  the  community hos
pital  in Pr eston County,  a r ur a l  
county wi th high unemp l oyment , t o  
establish  a new c l inic s i t e . I h e l p 
e d  the  c l inic assess  b o t h  the  need 
for  f r e e  med i c a l  car e and the  bar 
r i e r s  to  the county ' s  r es idents  in  
r eceiving car e . " 

Sue  I r ons : " AmTrak , f o r  a s l ight 
f e e ,  k i n d l y  moved me t h r ough the 
night f r om Pittsbur gh , PA to  Gary,  
IN ( I  know . . . what ' s  the  d i f f er ence?  
I l ea r ned at least  one : Gary s t i l l  
has operative s t e e l  mi l ls ! ) wher e  I 
s pent the f o l l owing 1 2  days d o ing 
whatever  t h e  Gary Lutheran  Par ish  
( 4  u r ban congr egations ) was d oing.  
That inc l uded  a j oint  parish  annua l 
mee t i n g ,  a congr egationa l budget mee t 
ing ( yippee ! ) , wor k i ng in the  Parish  
food / c l othing pantry and  wi th WIC  
( who  operates  f r om one of  GLP ' s  
chur ches ) ,  and mak ing pas t o r a l  ca l l s  
t o  home -- bound par ish  member s .  

" I n  our spare  time ,  we visited Va l 
par iso  University  twice ( once to  audit 
a session of  a course  e n t i t l ed " R e l i 
g i o n ,  Racism, and Social  Change , "  and 
again for their Mar t in  Luther K i n g ,  
J r .  B i r t hday Obs e r vance - c r ashing 
its B lack S tudent Organization ' s  MLK 
Day party in the  process  [ l ots o f  good 
f o o d ,  r egga e ,  & gospe l music ] ) ,  a t 
t ended t h e  city ' s  MKL Day Obs e r v ance 
( wi t h  4 0 0 0 +  other f o l k ) ,  and took a 
3 - day course  on d e v e l oping , f inanc i n g ,  

bui lding , and managing l o w - i ncome 
housing pr o j ec t s . "  

Rich Hai r : " " The Cha l l enges  o f  
the  Urban Chur c h ' i s  what I e nt i t l e 
my mu l t i -c u l t u r a l  expe r ience.  I was 
in B a lt imor e ,  MD,  at Br own Memor i a l  
P r e s byterian Church.  The pas t o r  is 
none other  than Roger Genc h ,  husband 
of o u r  bel oved New Testame n t  pr o f e s 
sor , Fr ances Gench . 

" I  did many th ings dur ing this 
mul t i - perspective  experienc e ,  in 
e l ud i ng working wi th B U I L D ,  a p o l i -
t i ca l ly active  g r o u p  compos ed o f  ap
p r oxima t e l y  50  churches who wor k  
wit h  l eg i s l a t o r s  t o  enact l aws f or 
the  we l l - - being o f  a l l  peop l e . I a l 
s o  wor k ed wi th t h e  I ns t i t u te f o r  
J ewis h -Christian  s tud ies and s a t  i n  
on  a number o f  d i a l ogue s es s i ons . 
Their  p u r pose is to  a l low  Jews and 
Chr i s t ians the chance to  f ind s ome 
common gr ound whi l e  explor ing t h e i r  
d i f f erences.  

" We a l so met wi th two l esbian wo
men f r om t h e  churc h . This was the 
mos t  thoug h t - p r o voking night of  my 
l i f e .  They r ea r r anged my me n t a l  
f u r ni t u r e ,  upset t h e  wh o l e  r oom, and 
now I ' m l e f t  wi th t h e  cho r e  of c l ean
u p . That wi l l  probably take  a very 
l ong t ime . 

"This was a gr eat and exci ting 
time of e x p l o r ing what the  church 
f aces  within  an urban context.  For 
s omeone who c omes f r om a r u r a l  back 
g r ound , it  c e r t a i n l y  was a l so a chal 
l enge. " 

Bob K n ight : " My ' J '  was spent  
with  t h e  South  Cen t r a l  Community Ac 
tion  Pr ogr ams , an agency in  Adams Co/ 
based in  Gettysbur g .  This agency 
s e r v e s  the poor , home l es s ,  economi 
ca l l y  d isad vantaged , and needy o f  
t hr ee  counties.  I wor k ed wi th  both 
their  o f fice  of emer gency s e r vices , 
giving immediate  f inancial  and f ood 
assistanc e ,  and their  home l ess  s h e l 
t e r , l ocated in  t h e  same build ing . 



middler Iliisings on. 
" I  l ear ned that we a re  a l l  poor l n  
many ways , s o  we a r e  o n  common 
ground w i t h  t hose we call  ' needy . ' 
We a l l  need the  Lord ! And we a l l  
need each other . H e  .gave h i ms e l f  to  
us , we g ive of  ourselves t o  each 
other , and rece ive much  i n  return . "  

The Reverend Doct or Robert  W .  
J e n s o n . i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  
d i st i ngu i shed scho l ar and church 
l eader . w i l I be the 1 992 Warren c .  
He 1 n I y Memor i a 1 Lec turer o f  Grace 
Lut heran Church . Doctor  Jenson w i l l  
presen t  two l ec tures :  

" The  Un i ty of the  Church N 

at  9 : 30 a . m .  

" The Ecume n l ca l  Di a l ogs" 
at 2 : UO p .m .  

The Ut f i ce o f  Even i ng Prayer 
i n  the Sa i n t  Pe ter Chape l w i l l  
conc l ude t he a f ternoon l ecture . 

The I ectures w i  1 l focus the 
a t t en t i on of pastors and l a i ty upon 
G o d ' s 9 1 f t  o f  u n i t y  t o  t h e  
u n i versa l . catho l i c  church . 

I n  the mor n i n9 l ecture  Doc t or 
Jenson w i  1 1  d i scuss the nature of  
the church · s un i t y .  i ts d i v i ne 
manda t e . the prob I ems and hope we 
share for  the future . 

The a f ternoon 1 ecture w l 1 l 
exam i ne the h i st or i c  ecumen i ca 1 
d l  a I ogs be tween and among t he 
var i ous commun 1 ons o f  the church . 
the i r  accomp l i shments  and f a i l ures , 
as we l 1 as the  cha 1 I enge ot  the 
present s ta te  o f  a f f a i r s .  

These t ec tures are i n  
a n t i c i p a t i on o f  t h e  spr i n g 
pub l i cat i on of  Doct or Jenson ' s  
maJ or  ecumen i ca l  work Tlme, Being, 
and The Church . Augsburg-For tress 
Press . 

Dr . Jenson  w i l l  a l so preach at  
the l i turo i es of  Grace Church that 
day at  8 : 00 a . m .  and 1 1 : 00 a . m .  

Grace Lu theran Church l s  l ocated a t  
N .  Queen  a n d  James S t r e e t s .  
Lancaster . PA . 

Coffee. Skp Conce.t"t"'f) 

Date I t ne :  Tuesday < or Fr i day } 
Cot fee Shop 

Menu : Gooey , Powdery Dougnnu t s  
Chewy , On i on Bage l s  
St i cky . C i nnamon Buns 
I n terest i n g ,  B l ueberry Bage l s  
Coffee - Regu l ar and Decaf 
A Var i e t y  ot  Teas 

Pr i ce :  25 cents each ! 

Too good t o  be t rue? Yes and 
No . The Studen t Assoc i a t i on run 
Coffee Shop has been prov i d i ng the 
opportun i ty to meet  toge ther l n  the 
basement of  Va l en t i ne Ha l 1 for a 
l ong t i me . Tw i ce a week we have our 
cho i ce ot doughnut s  or bage l s  < or 
bot h >  t o  go w i t h  our hot beverages . 
Untortunate l y  - the cot fee shop i s  
l os i ng money . 

There are probab l y  a coup l e  of 
reasons t or th  1 s .  One i s  that the 
Student Assoc i at i on has to pay more 
than 25 cents tor each bage 1 that 
i t  buys ( not coun t i ng the cream 
cheese and bu t t er > .  There i s  a 
study go i ng on t o  see what pr i ce 
needs t o  be charged i n  order to  
come out even at  t he  end ot  the 
semester . 

The other reason f or the 
shor tage of  tunds . ana the impe tus 
tor  th i s  art i c l e .  i s  that not 
everybody pays t or what they eat . 
Whe ther we have t orgot ten t o  put I n  
our quar t ers . or d 1 dn · t have a 
quar ter  at  the momen t  that  we 
needed a cup of cot tee i s  not 
known . Wha t  the Student Assoc i at i on 
asks 1 s that  a l  I of us  make sure 
that we pay for wha t we use . 

Thanks f or your cooperat i on .  



junior jottings 
- -

1 doubt ser i ously that there 
is anyt h i ng I cou l d  say about 
J-Term Greek that has not a I ready 
been sald somewhere a l on g  the l i ne 
dur i ng the l ast umpty-ump years the 
Sem i nary has been offer i ng "crash" 
i n s t ruc t ion  i n  t he lan guage. 
React i ons of our classmates and 
veterans vary widely from total 
d i sgust t o  a 11 wha t ·· s- the-beefc? , 11 

at t 1 tude . Some ot  us appear to  be 
permanen t ly scarred by t he 
experience . o t hers feel t h a t  
invigorating puff o f  hav i ng met the 
cha l lenge stra i ght on , and there 
are those of us who are downr i ght 
g i ftea i n  languages or i n  academ i c  
endeavors in genera I who act ua I I y 
en.1 oyea the exper 1 ence. Some of us 
are combinat i ons of the above or 
one of the others dependi n g  on 
whlch day i t  was/ l s. 

Since I have yet t o  tru l y  work 
w i th what I was supposed t o  have 
I earned during January . I really 
cannot make any i n formed commen t 
concerning the effect i veness of  the 
course for me as a prospect i ve 
cand i date for the m i n i stry of  Word 
and Sacrament . I t  i s  hard t o  
imag i ne that an i n format i on-storage 
experience w i t h such a s t eep 
I earn i ng "curve" w i l l  be of much 
long-term va l ue. I n  my op i n i on ,  
J- t erm does not prov i de enough t i me 
tor the effect i ve memor i zat i on 
essen t i al for learn i ng a language. 
However , tear i ng apart J- term Greek 
i s  not my purpose l n wr i t i ng th i s  
brief piece. 

... 1,,.., 

I wan t  to  thank my classmates 
tor the 1 r care tor each other . for 
the prayers . for the J okes , for the 
comradery , for the pep talks. Thank 
you · s go to  those to  whom Greek 
came eas i 1 y for shar i ng their 
know I edge w i th others whose g i fts  
were def i nitely not  i n  foreign 
I anguages . That gratit ude goes to 
our Advanced Greek tutors as we I 1 
as our t op " scho l ars." Thank you. 
Dr. Gen ch , for your t op n o t ch 
teach i ng and genui ne pastoral care 
of  our neurot i c  bunch. Thanks. 
Wayne and Pat t i , for help i ng us 
w i th those n i ght -before-exam Greek 
Breaks. F i nal J y ,  I extend a spec i al 
thanks to  one of our classmates 
whose ta i th and perseverance have 
left  a deep impression on many of 
our heart s. We keep you in our 
prayers. 

I s i n c ere 1 y hope that th  l s 
sp i r i t of  cooperation w l l  1 con t i nue 
to  grow among us , and that we w i I 1 
keep our eyes open t o  the gifts  we 
can offer t o  one another no mat ter 
how trivial or ins ignifican t they 
may appear t o  be at the momen t. May 
we emanate tha t  same sp i r i t  of  care 
and love to  next year' s J un i or 
class as wel l . 


