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SA PRES I DENT I AL E P I STLE 

,hesis 1 • Th e  authentic church i s  
discerned i n  i ts sacraments. 

The confessors rightly declared that the 
church is "the assembly of all believers 
among whom the Gospel is preached in its 
purity and the holy sacraments are 
administered according to the Gospel . "  [AC 
4 ]  Certainly , none will claim that the 
church can be the authentic church i f  i t  
preaches something other than the Gospel . 
In like manner , none should claim that the 
church can be the authentic church i f  i t  
administers the sacraments ( which are the 
Gospel made visible)  in some manner not in 
accord with the Gospel . 

Thesis 2 .  The validi ty of a sacrament is 
dependent upon the comnand and promise of 
Christ . 

The authority of a sacrament to do what 
i t  claims to do is derived from the 
authori ty of Christ . In no way can we 
claim to have authority to effect a 
sacrament except to say that Christ effects 
the sacrament in the church through us . We 
have Christ ' s  promise that the sacraments 
he establ ished will do what they claim to 
do when done according to his command . 
Sacrament is not magic which is human 
manipulation of the supernatural ; sacrament 
is divine activity through earthly means . 
In this way ,  t he celebrant is like a 
chalice or paten , bearing the Word of God 
to the people for whom it was spoken . If  
the chalice has no bottom to it ,  it cannot 
bear the wine to the recipient . Likewise , 
i f  the celebrant does not follow the 
commands of Christ as they relate to the 
execution of the sacrament , we have no 
assurance that Christ is communicated to 
the recipient .  So too with all things 
related to the commands of Christ in the 
sacrament ,  proper communication requires 
the proper syntax and media. 

Thesis 3 .  Linguistic sophistry adds to 
the discussion of sacramental praxis only 
in so far as i t  provides us an impetus to 
explore Scriptures . 

The nominal ists err when they distract 
us from the blood of Christ by pointing to 

the chalice which is obviously a synecdoche 
representing the contents of the vessel .  
I f  i t  were true that the chalice is i tsel f  
the sacrrunent , then the use o f  two chalices 
in our present praxis cheats half the 
recipients . Furthennore , such an error 
suggests thaL the chalice needs no actual 
contents ; consequently, we could use 
efficaciously the chalice l ike a pa.v brede. 

Ultimately, the nominalist argument 
collapses upon itself .  I f  "non-alcoholic" 
wine is truly wine , then this discussion 
would never have arisen ; the eucharistic 
officers of the seminary wnuld have simply 
ch ang ed prax i s  wi t hout fur th e r  
contemplation of distinction between the 
two . The very fact that this discussion 
has been brought to the community is proof 
under their own phi losophical banner that 
there is a difference between the two--a 
difference significant enough to say that 
they are not both the same thing . 

Not ,�ishing to engage in nominalism , let 
us affirm t hat things are not what they are 
by virtue of the names we give them . I f  
" th i ngs are what we call them , "  how can we 
claim lo l ive in the midst of anything but 
anarchy? C'an 1�e claim that both the Father 
and lhP. Son are God i f  thei r  names are 
different? ! low can the Incarnation lay the 
foundRt i on for our salvat ion if  there i s  no 
salvi f ic  category which we share wi th 
Christ? W i ne is wine , and "non-alcoholic" 
wine i s  nol . The nominal ist argument to 
the conlrRry i s  nei ther intrinsically valid 
nor extrinsicRlly compel ling .  

The sacrament i s  not the sacrament by 
vi rtue of 1,hat 1.;e name i t ;  i t  is sacrament 
by virLue of Hha t Christ names i L .  
LikeHise , the command of Christ as i t  
relales lo the sacrament i s  the highest 
authority in definitional questions . No 
discussion of praxis is complete without 
serious exploration of Scripture . 

Thesis 4 .  1he Reformation preference for 
conmunion in both kinds was a reaction to 
abuses . The church ' s  legitimate concern is 
for the offering of the blood of Christ, 
not the mandatory reception of both kinds . 

The Formula of Concord rightly condemns 



_J 

the "administration of only one kind of the 
sacrament to the laity and the withholding 
of the cup from them, "  as enforced by canon 
law. [ EP 7 :  24) This condemnation is not, 
however, a clear condemnation of the 
doctrine of concomitance. It is instead a 
condemnation of the forced separation of 
the one priesthood in Christ--an 
establishment of a unchristian hierarchy. 
So long as communion in one kind is 
voluntary, the Reformation preference for 
communion in both kinds is just that, a 
preference. Certainly, it is better for 
the congruity of the sacrament's symbol 
that it be taken in both kinds, but it is 
not a necessity . Nothing, however, is 
withheld if the celebrant offers the 
chalice and the recipient opts not to take 
it . 

If the elements used in the rite cannot 
be consecrated, then the chalice although 
offered bears to the recipient not the 
blood of Christ but some other substance . 
This act is most certainly the withholding 
of the blood of Christ. The primary 
concern of the celebrant should never be 
whether or not the laity partake of both 
kinds ; the celebrant' s  duty is to see that 
both kinds are offered . This duty is 
consi s tent with the pre acher ' s  
responsibility to preach the Gospel well 
without concern for the quantity of 
conversions which i s  the work of the Holy 
Spirit. 

'Thesis 5 .  The validity of concomi tance 
remains. 

Were not concorni tance val id , then no 
laity of the western church would have 
received the benefits of the sacrament from 
the Council of Conslance until the first 
Lutheran mass in bo th kinds. Luther , 
although critical of the Roman practice of 
his day , maintained that communion in both 
kinds "is not necessary since the 
priesthood partakes of it daily in the 
sight of the people. It  is enough that the 
people desire it daily and at present 
receive one kind , as the Christian Church 
ordains and provides. " [ LW 3 5 : 49-50)  Of 
course, no contenders in the present 
question have suggested that concomitance 
is not valid. So, it is safe to assume 
that we are all agreed that the merit of 

Christ is not divisible into smaller 
but is instead infinite and remains 
full merit in one kind as well as bot; 
kinds . 

Thesis 6 .  The sign of the sacrament is 
the external witness to that which the 
sacrament truly is . The significance of 
the sacra.men t is the internal reality of 
that which the sacrament tn.ily is . 

Luther rightly asserted that "the 
signi ficance or effect of this sacrament is 
fellowship of all the saints. " [ LW 35 : 50)  
This fellowship transcends spatial and 
temporal boundaries so that we participate 
in lhe adoration and praise of God with the 
apostles , prophets , martyrs, and all the 
faithful of every time and place. Were it 
nothing more than a communion among mere 
'anthro]X)i , however, there would be no 

benefit l o  us for it would be a communion 
of sinners , but Christ has ordaj ned his 
presence . We are united through the 
sacrament with the theanthro]X)s whose 
saving act on Calvary atones for our sins 
and gathers us as a communion of saints. 
The ordained sign of this communion for the 
forgiveness of sins is a meal through which 
Christ communicates himself under the fonns 
of bread and wine so that we might see 
external l ;v that which works so great a 
mystery internally.  

Thesis 7. 'll1e symbol of the sacrament as 
the psychological interpretation of the 
thing and nol the thing itself cannot take 
precedence over the significance of the 
sacrament. 

We have imposed symbolic meaning upon 
the sacrament based upon its sign. In our 
present question, the symbol so often 
spoken of is community reflected in the 
meal. Although this particular s�mbol and 
others may be used to our benefit in 
catechetical instruction and in personal 
piety, the symbol must never be allowed to 
overshadow the significance of the 
sacrament . Unfortunatel y, this 
overshadowing of the signi ficance is the 
root error of our present question. The 
recommendation to c hange praxis 
overemphasizes the symbol by suggesting 
that uniformity among the laity in 
reception of both kinds is more important 



ensuring the significance of the 
rament . Of what value is a fellowship 

Ht upon common practice if that 
fellowship is not the communion of saints? 
Even pagans engage in rituals of 
fellowship , but these are not efficacious 
remedies for sin and do not unite us with 
Christ . Recommendations to create 
community founded upon psychological 
comfort at the expense of Christ should be 
scrutinized and rejected as not providing 
the true comfort which is offered in the 
sacran1ent. 

Thesis 8 .  The sacrament i s  for 
forgiveness , not symbolic fellowship. 

Melanchthon rejected the claim that 
"Christ was supposed to be very pleased 
with a mark that took the f onn of a meal 
symbolizing the mutual union and friendship 
among Christians because banquets are 
symbols of agreement and friendship . "  That 
opinion , he wrote "is a secular idea that 
ignores the chief use of what God has 
instituted. It talks only about the 
practice of love , which even profane and 
secular men understand ; it does not talk 
about faith , whose true meaning very few 
understand. " [AP 2<t : 68 ]  

I f  the sacrament's symbol is not of 
primary importance , for what reason was it 
instituted? Christ instituted the 
sacrament of the altar so that we who are 
sinners might enter into fellowship with 
the one who bore our sins thereby obtaining 
through faith the forgiveness of sins . 

Thesis 9. Through the sacrament , we have 
divine conwmmity in Christ. 

This community in Christ is superior to 
all other conununi ties in that it 
communicates the remedy for the sickness of 
sin which afflicts us all . Community 
founded only upon uniformity of ritual 
action cannot provide this spiritual 
remedy. When we partake of the sacrament 
in faith , we have community that is both 
real and relevant .  It is not necessary 
that all receive from the chalice , because 
Christ communicates himself fully in one 
kind alone . In  this full communication of 
Christ , we have full comrnuni ty in Christ. 
If  we desire a community of uniform action 
which is unconcerned with this divine 

coomunity which Christ creates even in one 
kind , then we are seeking not the sacrament 
but a Zwinglian memorial which can never 
address our deepest need. 

Thesis 10 .  Instruction in Eucharistic 
theology has misled both seminarians and 
the laity into emphasizing non-essential 
dimensions of Eucharistic practice . 

In our attempt to overcome the negatives 
of Schmuckerism which emphasized the 
individual, penitential aspects of the 
sacrament, the church's instructors have 
directed our attention to the themes of 
celebration , thanksgiving , and community 
found in the Eucharist. We can applaud 
this change in educational f0eus only in so 
far as these three themes are properly 
understood. Education which has pointed to 
the symbolism of the meal and emphasized 
its banquet-like qualities with no regard 
to Melanchthon ' s  warning has inculcated in  
the minds of both seminarians and laity the 
essentialness of non-essentials and the 
non-essentialness of essentials. The 
church's instructors should admit the 
present quest ion is rooted in their failure 
to lteep the eyes of seminarians and laity 
firmly fixed upon the forgiveness of sins 
as obtained lhrough faith via the medium of 
the communion of saints found in the 
sacrament as commanded and promised by 
Christ. 

Thesis 1 1 .  The sacrament was instituted by 
Christ as a tangible gift so that we might 
have certi tude regarding God ' s  intention 
toward us . 

It is the redeeming Word made visible­
-a manifestati on of God's will flowing from 
the incarnation ' s  act on Calvary ordered by 
his last will and testament . Tampering 
with the sacrament so as to undermine the 
trust of the faithful in the sacrament is 
an act of pastoral irresponsibility toward 
the troubled conscience in need of the 
benefits of certitude communicated by the 
visible and unquestionable sacrament of 
Jesus Christ ' s  body and blood. 



A BLAST FROM THE PAST 

From the visionary declarations of a 
recent president to the serious 
commission given to both the first 
president and his student body and 
then lo the work-a-day world of an 
early curriculum , this column has 
attempted to generate reflection upon 
this insti tution's history--a history 
which has brought us to this point in 
time. Our retrospective is, however, 
missing something. For this reason, 
we present the "Seminary Hymn. " 
Wri t ten by Elsie Singmaster Lewars in 
1926 , the "Seminary Hymn" is set to 
the tune Aurelia ( aka the tune for 
"The Church's One Foundation" ) .  For 
fun, try singing it .  As you do , see 
how many of the historical allusions 
in the text you can spot. 

N. B. If you do not know what 
Ecclesia Plan tanda in the first verse 
refers to, perhaps you should have 
signed up for "Lutheranism in North 
America. " Better yet, try to find i t  
in the Chapel 's windows. 

t!!i o,.__ __ __ 
iJ ;j: 

SEMINARY HYMN 

( Tune Aurelia ) 

S
ERENE upon her hill-top, 

She reigns these many years, 
A mother of God's prophets, 
Preceptor of His seers. 
Afar her couriers journey, 
Her watchword on each tongue; 

"Ecclesia Plantanda," 
From sea to sea is sung. 

About her walls the thunders 
Of warfare filled the world, 
Among her circling treetops, 
The smoke of battle curled, 
But at her pitying threshold 
She bade all strife to cease, 
Within her walls ruled mercy, 
Within her gates dwelt peace. 

In love her children gather, 
Upon her wooded hills, 
And with the oil of wisdom, 
Their lamps again they fill, 
0, may they ever find her, 
When seeking her they come, 
A fount of life and blessing, 
Their mother and their home. 

Elsie Singm aster Lewars, 1 926 



I n  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  yea r ,  
w i t h  p r i m a r i e s  and caucuses  i n  
e v e ry news head l i ne ,  we are 
more than usua l l y  aware o f  our 
pol i t i c i ze d  soc i e t y .  You may 
want to take a look  at several  
recently  pub l i shed books  which  
d i scuss  the  way  pol i t i c s  works 
in the U . S .  

The Uni te d  S t a tes  of 
Ambi t i on :  Pol i t i ci an s ,  Power, 
and the  Pursui t of Offi ce ,  by 
A l an E h renhalt  ( JK 1 7 1 7  E 3 6  
1 9 9 1 ) addre s s e s  t h e  question  
wh i c h  a r i s e s  i n  every voter ' s  
mind  at  e l e c t i on t i me : Who 
sent these  peop l e ?  Ehrenhalt  
attempts to determine  how  our 
po l i t i c a l  system chooses  our  
leade r s ,  and  why  we  are  a lways 
d i sappo i nted  with  our choices  
at  the  po l l s ,  and  later  on 
w i t h  the i r  p e r f ormance i n  the 
state  house . 

Kathleen  H a l l  Jamie son 
considers  po l i t ical  speaking  
in  El oquence in  an  El ectron i c  
A ge ,  The Transforma t i on o f  
Pol i t i ca l  Spe e chmaking  ( PN4 1 2 1  
J 3 2 7  1 9 88 ) .  She  d i scusses  how 
necce sary good pub l i c  speaking  
has  been to po l i t i c ians  in  
every age , how speechmaking 
has  changed over  h i s tory ,  and 
how the advent of  e l ectronic  
media  has  changed  i t .  An 
ana lysis  o f  Reagan ' s  media  
mag ic  is  part i c u l a ry 
interest i n g .  

Another  book which  looks  
at publ i c  speech  is  
Doubl espeak, by  W i l l iam Lutz  
( P 409 L88 1 989 ) .  Lutz  
enterta ins  with a humorous 
c r i t i que o f  the way l anguage 
is used  and abused in modern 
soc i e ty ( one  chapter is  
e n t i t l e d  " Noth i ng i n  l i f e  is  

c e rtain  except negative  
patient  outcome and revenue 
enhancement : your government 
at  work" ) ,  but he  a l s o  
presents  a serious  e xpose o f  
t h e  way l anguage i s  used  to 
dece ive . 

The l a s t  book i n  t h i s  
l i st i s  a n  issue  o f  Lucha 
Strugg l e  w h i c h  c l a ims t o  b e  a 
col lect ion  o f  c o n f idential  
documents f rom the  1 7 th 
Con f e rence  o f  Ame r i can Armie s ,  
a meeting  o f  representatives  
of  the m i l i ta r i e s  t h roughout 
the Ame ricas , including  the 
Pentagon . Total  War A ga i n s t  
t h e  Poor ( she lved in  
p e r i od i c a l s  with  Lucha 
Struggl e )  c l a ims that  th i s  
Conference  determined  that 
insurgents  were no  longer  a 
m a j o r  problem and that the 
g reate s t  threat to the rul ing 
e l ite  in  the 1 9 90 ' s  wou ld  be 
the poor  and the soc i a l  and 
re l i g i o u s  organi zations  which  
work on beha l f  of  the  poor . 
The r e f o re the church  becomes a 
primary target  f o r  suppre ssion  
in  the 90 ' s .  T h i s  i s  
intriguing  and d i sturb i ng , 
w i th important implicat ions  
for  l i be rat ion theology .  

Hot  O f f  the Presses  

One  the newe st  books to 
arr ive in the l i brary is Iron 
John by Robe rt B l y  ( HQ 1 090 . 3  
B 5 9  1 9 9 2 ) ,  the  b i b l e  o f  the  
men ' s  movement and  men ' s  
s p i r i t ua l i ty .  B r i n g  your drum 
and check  i t  ou t .  Thomas Fox  
has  w r i tten  an ana l y s i s  o f  the 
Gu l f  War e n t i t l e d  Ira q:  
Mi l i tary Vi c t o ry, Mora l Defea t 
( DS 7 9  . 7 4 4  R 4 4 F 6 9  1 9 9 1 ) .  As 
S addam Hus s e i n  attempts to 
avoid  U . N . f a c t f inders , one 



wonde r s  i f  i t  wasn ' t  a 
m i l i tary d e f e at too . 

Those  who have been 
f o l l owing the gende r 
d i sc u s s i ons may be interested  
in  Academic and Workplace  
Sexual Harassmen t ,  by M i c h e l e  
Paludi  and R i c hard Barickman 
( LC 2 1 2  . 86 2  P 3 5  1 9 9 1 ) .  A l s o  
of  inte rest  may be 
Fundamen tal i sms Observed, 
edited  by Martin Marty and R .  
Scott  App leby ( BL238  F83  1 9 9 1  
v .  1 ) ,  the f i rst in a s e r i e s  
on Ame ri can f undamenta l i s m .  
F inal ly ,  w e  salute  the 
appearance of an article  by 
L i z  Yates in Di fferent  
Voice s/Shared Vi sion ( BV 6 7 6  
D 5 3  1 9 9 2 ) ,  an e xamination o f  
t h e  place  o f  women in the 
church  by several people  
assoc iated with  the  Luthe ran 
Church-Missouri  Synod . 

Tamara E .  R i e g e l  

THANK YOU!!!! 

1 HANK YOU ! THANK 'r"CJU ! THANK YOU ! 

Wh i t e a ·1 1 t t t e  par t o f  me i s  
br ea t h i ng a s i gn o f  r e l i e f  t h a t  
1 992 Sem i nary  Weekend i s  ove r . 
t h e r e  1 s a I 1 t t l e  p a r t  o t  me 
a l r eady l ook i n g torward t o  nex t  
year · s weekend ! I can  I ook f orward 
to nex t  year · s  weekend  on l y  because 
of t h e  way t h e  e n t i re sem i n a r y  
commu n i t y par t i c i pa t e d  i n  t h i s  
y e ar · s even t . F rom t h e  momen t  f i r s t  
conversa t i ons  began peop l e  J umped 

on boar d  to make t h e  weekend a 
c r e a t i ve .  t hough t ou t .  i n t e n t i on a l  
e f t o r t t o  acqu a i n t  pr ospec t i ve 
s t u de n t s  w i th  t h e  r e a l i t l es of  I i f e 
on t h i s  campu s .  Many . 1 f  no t  a l t .  
o f  t h e  p r osp e c t i v e s t u d e n t s  
expressed apprec i a t i on f or t h e  
f ee l i ngs o f  warmt h .  hosp i t a l i t y .  
a n o  a e n u i n e op e n n e ss t h e y 
exce c i e�ced th roughou t t n e  week end . 
Ev�n t h e  wea t h e r  coop e r a t ed 
sun n y . so no  one cou I d  oe gr oggy . 
bu t coo t enou gh t h a t  no  one wan t e a  
t o  b e  ou t s i de tor  t oo ! ong  a t i me . 

Aga 1 n .  thanK  vou tor  t h e  p a r t  you 
p l ayed i n  t h e  weekend · s  success . 
f' r om comm 1 t t e e par  t i c I Pa  t i on . t o 
hos t s/ host esses . t o  st uden t t ou r  
au i des . t o  p i ck i ng u p  t r ave l er s .  t o  
ass i st i ng w i t h  depar t u r e s . t o  
t....1orsh i p .  t o  recept i on s .  t o  ease i n  
t h e  Re f e c t or y , t o  Fr i da y  n i gh t  
h osp i t a l i t y .  t o  se t t i ng u p  rooms 1 n  
aorms . t o  con versa  t l ons and honest  
answer s  to  ques t i ons . to p l ans for 
Taole Ta l k .  t o  f acu l t y l ec t u r e s . 
aam 1 n 1 st r a t ors · prese n t a t i on s .  
t h e  I i s t goes on and on . 

Pau l wr i t es  1 n  t h e  i n t r oduc t i ons t o  
man y ot n l s  l e t t e r s  o f  t h ank f u l ness 
upon t h e  r emembr ance o t  each o t  
t hose 1 n  t h e  commu n i t y .  For me 
those woras are  espec i a l l y  t rue  - I 
r emember w i t h  t h a nk t u l n ess be tore  
God . ana 1 n  my hear t , your  suppor t 
and  par t i c i pa t i on i n  1 992 Sem i n a r y  
Weekend . " Now t o  h i m who i s  ab l e  t o  
keep you f r om t a l  l i n g .  ana t o  make 
vou s tano  w i thou t  b l em i sh 1 n  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  h I s  g l o r y  w i t h  
r e _ i o i c 1 n9 .  t o  t n e  on l y  Goa our 
Sav i or . t h rcugh Jesus Ch r i s t ou r 
Lor a .  be g j or y .  ma . , est y . powe r . ana  
au thor i t y .  oe t or e  a l l t i me and  now 
ana toreve r . Amen . "  ( Ju de 1 : 24-25 ; 

- Nancy E .  Gab l e  
D i r e c t or f or En r o t  t men t . 

F i nanc i a l  A i d .  and  
Cont i nu i ng Educat i on 
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holy  \v e e k  

aoproacnin9. 
9. n d  Eas t e r  

You wan t  some 
a r e  

900d 
oas 1 c  aiscussions on the  passion 
ana resu r rect i on narrat i ves. iou 
aon ·  t have mu cn  t i me. You have even  
less money . wnat can you dol Go t o  
c n e  ooo�store  ana grab two books by 
Raymona Br own f or abou t $4 ap i ece : 
EL ,,;;rue it 1 ea __ t;nr 1st .J..n_ Ho I y Week. 
Essays QIL.l..he_ four c,;ospe I Passi on 
N.s!L£.g�..!.. v �� - < C o l l e g e v i l l e .  
M i nnesota : The  Lit u r gical Press. 
1 9 8 G a n d  6-.. _ F: .L.2.e..n._. �.tu:. l st ... l.Jl 
Eastertime. Essavs _ ..Q.Q_  the . .  ..E:.m.tr:. 
QQ,;iQ...e_J_ __ __ _ lig. CC a t  �Q._- _ o.t___.t.h.e.. 
R�-�!J .c.£..e..�Qil . C: o l I e g e v i 1 I e • 

M i nnesota : Tn e Lit u rgical Press. 
l 9r-1 i . 
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What � L 1 tucg1ca1 Preach1ng? 
Regina i a fu i l e r. 

Devot l onal L l terature : 

�ontessions. St . Augu s tine. 

lm 1 tat 1 on _ _ _ QL_ _Chri s t . Tnomas a 
;.emp i s. 

Lite Together ,  Die t rich Bonhoe t ter . 

L1qht ot Chr1st . Eve l yn Unaerh i 1 1 .  

IillL__ fru 1 ts ot t ne !;ipirlt. Evelyn 
Unae r h  i 1 1 

reach Us Jo Pray . Charles Wh i ston. 

lL.Diary __ Q.t_J·'r1vate Prayer. John 
Bau I I i e. 

Prayer. Hans Urs Von Balt nasar. 

� Wouna . ..o.L .. Know I edge. 
W 1 I I 1 ams. 

Rowan 



How Passover Is Celebrated In 
The Lutheran Church In Tanzania 

The Pa.sst,vP.r celebra Uon 
start s  on Jsh 1i:edn�s<-J.a}·. 
C h u rch Won� h i p  Servwes .:- irP 
l,oth in  I hf' lll<) rnmg and I ll the> 
eve11 u 1 g  on l l1 1 s  d a y .  1 1. j s  
d u  r m g  t.h ts l. i me tha I pc·op le  arP 
rf' 111 1 1 1dt>d of I IH· passion or our 
Lord , JPsus C h r i s t .  T he Lulhera 11  
C h u rc-h m Ta n zania does not 
have Lhe I.ra d i i  ion of ashes a nd 
fasli 1 1 g .  all l tou g h  s011Ie µeopl<> do 
fast  accordrng t o  t heir w ishes. 
They oflen fa st for e1ghl  l o  
I wel \ e hour s .  l'0nseq uenll y  Liley 
eat once a day . S0 1111:-• people 
wou ld fast for t he w hole period 
of fort y  days.  other people wou ld  
rPfni l l l  Lhemsel \ ·es from l u x u rious 
deeds and other ac -t i\ ' 1 lies . 

J-1alm Sunda \· 1s t he 
day ,-; h ich reminds u s  about  
Jesus · tri u m phant Pntry into 
Jer u sa l P 111 . J n  some of ou r 
t 'hu rr·hes llH' 1vorsh1p serv1 , �es 
beg in  out s1dt ·  \•dt h prucessmn 
and s 1ng 1 1 1 g .  i n  S w.'\H LLI 1-;1;> cal l  
1 t  �laa nd u rna 1 1( 1 .  A fe"· peoplf' 
wou l d  lw hol d rn �  pal m  b ra nches 
and snnH· ) >( "Op I E' wou Id hold n n y  
c i l ht--r l.rt->P l ,ra rw lws e .g .  cocon u t  
I r·N· l • ra rwl l t-· s .  l>c1 na11a p lants  e>tC' . 
The c:h u rT l ies n rP a l so decoratPd 
u s 1 1 1 {!  l hPst· ura 1 1c-ht-s. l hP t reP 
l ,rn nt' l 1es to u s  s y m bollz« ' t h e> 

nPh l i fP w h w h  ,ksus C h nsl 
b r r n � s  Lo 1 I s  I h rou g h  h is c 1 ,--a th  
a ncJ rPs u r n•l'l tr.)r J .  Jl is  d u r mg 
l lus  l une I !m l µeopl l.' are 
rern mcJed to l l u 111l>le l l temsel\'es 
and  l>e obed ient .  ta k i n g  t he 
exa n ,p le of I heir Lord who 
h u mb lt->d h 1 111sc• l f  u n U I  Lhf• dea t h  
Oil t h e  (TOSS. f herc•fore l he 
w hole ))f'rlOd starting frorn Ash 
Werl nesday  lo Good Frida y is 
cou ntE·d as µP.n ilent1a l  d a y s .  We 
a rP as ked to re.fl c>cl on our d a i l y  
C h r isUan l ives in r<•lation to 
w hal Jesus d id  for us .  It ts a lso 
a good L ime for sharing w ilh  

1tlth �,,, , �-wa. l11n1a At w""}" t4. .' 

others in showing  God 's 111erf'y 
and love lo a I I  hu man beings .  

Huft_ lt"eeli - [very da�­
in  Hol y We-el, some JH:•op lP  a l.le 1H l  
morn ing  and evening wur·sh i p  
services.  L3i b l t� S t ud1e-s are 
off<>rPcl t o  t l i frerP 1 1 t  g rf l l 1 ps c1 t 
d i fl'er< ' r t l  LJ IIWS. l Ile r· 111 phasi !-- lS  
put  c , n  l hP sleps and s l a g < ·s 
\'I l l ich  , lf:'SUS C h r ist h"Pnt t h rou g h  
u nt i l  w hen hf> was natle-d on L ite 
cross. Op por tun i t ir·s arP : 1 lso 
given to d ifferenl g roups I o  
µresent specia l son �s rt ra ruas 
and o t her d ifferenl  a c: l ivitiPs 
conct=-rning f'assover a!lll Easle r .  

0 1 1  T h u r sday of  l h e  
l l o l y  Week a spec-ial SPn'iC ' 1� ts 
held to rerne m l>er t lw inst i tu l ion 
of t he L ord · s s u p per .  Everyone 
is  E:>X pE:>decl to La ke par l  in t he 
Wors h ip  sf'n·ices •>f t. he )l() l y  
Com m u nion a s  wel l a s  lal, 1 1 1 g  
COlll lll U ll lOll . 

Guo,J _ _F ridJ1.i_:._- rtw Goo<! 
F r ida�  has t \o\'n wors h i p  sr�n· ices. 
one·  m t hP I11or m1 1g  fro r11 ! t :UO a . 11 1 .  
t o  J 1 : :1u a . 111 . and th ,, aflcrnoor, 
fr0 111 i : J( )  - ;; : �$ ( )  p . 111 . J l  lS d l l r l l l �  
t he P \  '-'rt i n g  \,,ors hip servic-r> I ha l 
t l lf'  f 'assc,,·pr d ra 111a Is  p resPnlrd 
hy  a s pf •cial sc>l,:>c-lPd g r, , u p .  
· 1  l t 1 s  g roup I s  a J 11,·a y s  c hos�n l ,y 
t he> pa r 1 s i 1  p,1 slor "· 110 su pen·1s1•s 
Lhe rPhea rsa ls .  0ur in�  lhP  ,J ra 11m 
p rcsental 1nn the sf•ven wor d s  • >f  
,Jr>s u s  C h r i s t  t•n l1 1f' c-ross arr· 
sµul-; e n  sf•para l r: J y .  S1.11nP pen 1 1 l c­
a rc· � 1 , ·pn Bt b le  , · r •rses w h wh t0I I 
aL,o u l  . lesus · rruC " i f 1x 1011 . 

Eusler Suncla£- I hf'rr· 
are L hree 1vorsh1p SE-'I·,· w(-'s 
s la r l m g  f I·0111 7 :0l l -D:2U a m  and 
9 : :3Ua m -noon and -1:30 -5 : '.30p .  rn .  
res pec-L 1 , ·e l� . Genera l l y  a l l  L he 
sE:>n·ic:,·s are f u l l  ber-au st: lite 
a ttenda nce 1 1 1c lu c1P l hose w ho 
wors lun  on('e or l w tcP a yea r .  
Cal l  them .. C h rist mas a n d  E.a sl0r 
wor s h i pers"  if you w i s h .  fhc> 

res u r rection d ra rna is p resented 
brief l y  by one of the  par ish  
g rou p s .  Thf> choirs groups t1. lso 
sing specjal soI I g s  of the 



resurreclion of Jesus C hrist K ing 
of Kings w ho brings New LiJe to 
the w ho le wor l d  as Lord and 
Savior lo all  µeople on thf' earth. 

_l:,as�f� Nanda v- This 
day i5 a µ u b l ie holiday i n  
Tanzania.  }'pop le  go to church 
a n d  t. 1 1e 1vorshi µ services are 
conu uetPd as usual.  IL is on 
th is uay that. ma u y  churches do 
perform r n ra 1 1 t  and ad u l t  
ba p t is ms. PeuplP  prepare speC'ial 
fonds and d r i 1 1 k s  for the 
c-PlclJralion of l:.asLer. Olhers 
wou ld slart  on Su nday to visit 
I '1Pi1· friends a nd relati ves to 
parlit-jpal.P i n  t hf:'fr fC'asts .  w here 
as ol lwrs us" Monday as a 
feasting da y .  Sc.• much money is 
spent Lo meet t he needs for the 
r ·e l t'bral ions. �•t•1 .1µle exchan�e 
g ifts.  people a l so lravel a loL lo 
seP- t heir r<:'lati,•es and  friends 
and socia l ize 1. l lemsel ves. r he 
c -hil r l r<'rl a l so e,pect. to get m· w 
clot.hes a L Lh ts t 1  me l.o wear for 
l it<-! t w o  c.la �'s of !.:aster 
cele bra I .ions. In many C hrislian 
fa111 1 1 tes I.his µeriod becomes a 
Lune uf joy a1 1d  Ila pµrness. 

From Mrs. 'h,·atu mai M wanJola 

E,/1 lur ·s nofp: Happy Birth<.la.1 · to 
Nrs. _\/ 11B t u 111a1 }J wan.1ota on , \ pril 
27! 

!VlA -1 I s r  � 

--as1..£ tA-t-1'. 

O K . we · v e 9 o t  o u r  i n t e r n s h i p  
ass i gnme n t s  < t he y · r e pos t e d  on the  
bu l l e t  i n  boar d  near t h e  bu s i ne ss 
of f i c e . i f you ' r e  i n t ere  s t  e d > • and 
we ' v e n ad e n  ou 9h t i me < I th i n k > t o  
p r ocess t h e  process ano beg i n  t o  
prepare f or t h e  e v en t . 

Wh a t  t h a t  e n t a i l s . exac t l y ,  w i l l  
probab l y  be d i f f e r e n t  f or e ach o f  
u s .  I k n ow o n e  t h i n g i t  means f or 
me : becom i n g r e - acqu a i n t e d w i t n  t h e  
I i t u r gy of  t h e  SBH < 2  ou t of  3 
congrega t i ons 1 n  t h e  Con f l uence­
Add i son Par i sh pr e f er r e d  t h e  Red 
Book t o  t h e  Green i n  a r e ce n t  t a s t e  
t e s t > .  I t  a I so me ans < f or most o f  
u s > pack i n g ou r wor l d l y  goods 
< aga i n >  and t ak i ng-of f f or par t s  
u n k n own < a9a 1 n >  a n d  adve n t u res 
u n - y e t  cr e amed < aga i n > . 

The scary < ·t > t h  i n g i s • as I was 
t r y i ng t o  compare t h i s  exper i e nce 
w i t h  CPE , hop i n g to make some 
comme n t  l i ke . " A t  l e ast  we won ' t 
h a v e  t o  be on ca l 1 • • •  i n  1 PR • . •  de a I 
w i t h  non - s t op cr i ses . . .  be i n  t h e  
eme r ge n c y  r oom . . . .  " I r e a  I i z e d  we 
m i gh t  v e r y  we ! I be i n  t h e  m i ds t  of 
a l  I t h a t  and mor e ! :r ou don ' t 
t h i n k t h a t  CPE ac t u a l l y  has a 
purpose .  do y ou ! ? !  L i k e i t  r e a  1 1 y 
� t each t h i nos t h a t  we · 1 1  use i n  
t h e  p a r i s h ? ! ? !  N a a a a a h h ! ! ! ! 
< Ju n i or s : pay n o  a t t e n t i on t o  t h i s  
par agr apn . >  

Meanwh i l e ,  wh oever can  keep her/ h i s  
m i nd f ocused on c I asse s/ pape r s/ 
ex ams tor t n e  rest  of  the  t e rm . 
w i ns .  < I ' m  a l r eaay ou t of  t h e  
con t es t ! >  



A LOVE LETTER FROM J ESUS 

How are you? I j ust had to  send 
this letter to te l l  you how much I 

l ove you and care about you . I saw 
you yesterday as you were wa l k i ng 
with your f r iends.  I wa ited a l l  day 
hoping you woul d  wa l k  and t a l k  with 
me a l so .  As evening drew near , I 

gave you a sunset to c l ose your day, 
and a cool breeze to rest you . Then 
I wa ited , but you never came . 0 yes , 
it  hurts me, but I st i l l  l ove you 
because I am your fr iend . 

I saw you f a l l  asleep last n ight 
and I longed to touch your brow, so 
I spi l led moon l ight upon your p i l l ow 
and your face . . .  Aga i n  I wa ited, 
want i ng to rush down so we could 
ta l k .  I have so many g i f ts f or you . 

You awakened late this morn i ng and 
rushed off  f or the day .  My tears 
were in the r a i n .  Today you l ooked 
so sad , so a l one . I t  makes my heart 
ache because I understand . My 
fr iends let me down and hurt me many 
t i mes, but I l ove you . I try to te l l  
you i n  the quiet green grass . I 

whisper it  i n  the leaves and trees 
and breathe it in the color of the 
f l owers .  I shout it  to you i n  the 
mounta i n  streams ,  and g ive the birds 
love songs to s i ng . I c l othe you 
with warm sunsh i ne and perfume the 
a i r .  My l ove f or you is  deeper than 
the oceans and bigger than the 
bi ggest want or need you could ever 
have . 

We wi l l  spend etern ity together 
in heave n .  I know how hard i t  i s  on 
eart h .  I rea l l y  know, because I was 
there , and I want to he l p  you . My 
Father wants to he lp  you too . He ' s  
that way, you know. J ust ca l l  me, 
ask me , talk to me . I t  i s  your 
dec ision . . .  I have chosen you, and 
because of this  I wi l l  wa it  . . .  
Because I love you . 

Your Friend, 

JESUS 

j t.,t.. ..Y,i ,,,,.1;. � i rifo r -ma-1-i • �, 
" 11 h" -,r t» " 1, ta.L.rt_ 

Mdi ti"na,,L �fa5 "/ a bJJ Ye . ,.,, ,�,., 

Do we Pray? Do we w 
Jesus? Do we t a l k  with Jesus . 
1 992-93 Bu l le t i n  cata l og i ssue 
descr i pt i ons of 147 c lasses offe 
at Gettysburg Lutheran Semi nary an 
only 1 dea l s  w i th the Spi r itua l i ty 
of Chr i stians .  The c lass 2 . 434 
" Chr i st ian Spi r i tua l i ty" is l i sted 
as a history c l ass and i t  dea l s  with 
the medieva l understandi n g  o f  
spi r i tua l i t y .  How as soon-to-be 
leaders of  the Church are we to  lead 
th is  church as soldiers of Chr ist ?  
Are we i gnor i ng one o f  our strongest 
weapons, prayer? Prayer i s  as much a 
d i sc i p l i ne of study as preac h i ng, 
systemat ics,  church h i st or y ,  
Chr i st i a n  educat io n ,  etc . 

Are we the " you" i n  t h i s  " Love 
Letter from Jesus" ? Are we, the 
chi l dren of God who are not t a l k i ng 
and l iste n i ng to God? 

" pray a l ways" 
Luke 1 8 : 1 

Kirk Gr i f f i n  

t-u 1 oqy toe 3, Li no 

1 saw t n em wa i �  U P  t o  t h e  n i  I i  

1 ne O :l V  pr esseo . 
ou t t 1 me s t ooo s t  1 I 1 

1 h e  peop 1 e  oa t ne r ea a t  l a r ouna  
Ana n a t u r e  mou r nea w l t n ou t  a sau n a. 

J saw t n ree s l  1 noue t t es appear 
une st ooa a 1 one : t h e  one so aear 
A K i n g aaor nea w 1 t n  cr i mson rea 
A c r own or  t ho r n s  l acea 

on h 1 s  heaa . 

rie k n ew t n e  wor l d  t i t  k n ew H i m  n o t , 
Ana many  t n 1 n9s t h a t  t i me f or got 
rie spoke t n e  t r u t n : 

t h e y  a 1 a  n o t  h e ar . 
Ana 1 n  H i s  s i de 

t h e y  t h r u s t  a spe a r .  

I K n ow f or c e r t a i n  t h i s  1 s  t rue : 
Tne  prom i se o t  a D i r t n anew 
He w l l l r e t u r n  and t i me w l  I I t e l  J 
The s t or y  o f  l mmanue l .  

Char l es H .  Dukes 



�r A f R J. l.i .LLll '  

Are we backs ) i d i ng? I was 
t a l king t o  my mot her t he other day 
and we s t arted t o  argue abou t the 
socia l s t atus o t  t ne coun try . My 
mot her s t a ted t ha t  " we have gone 
oackward i n t o  a more rac i s t  
soc i et y. t na t  wh i ch is most s i m i l ar 
t o  t he t i me of t he fift i es .  W i th 
t he i ncrease of racia l v i o l ence. we 
as a societ y  have t aken a l  I t hat we 
n ave l earned dur i ng t he s i x t i es and 
t nrown l t ou t t he w i ndow . Cu I t u  res 
are c l ash i ng and i n s t ead o f  
I earning abou t each other. we are 
aegrad i ng ourse l ves w i t h  hatred . "  
My  mot her has a good poin t .  and we 
as a church body shou l d  l ook at  the 
turn ot even t s  in our coun try . Yet 
l ooklno back at my own I i fe. I 

cannot  - he 1 p bu t d isagree w l t h  my 
mot her . 

We are not  backs I i d i ng. We are 
t o l  t ow i ng t he pat hs of our h l s t ory . 
Toaay we ao see more people of 
a 1 fferent  races and backgrounds 
ae t tlno t ne i r  feet i n  t he door of 
t he -corpora t e  wor l d. More 
" m i nor i t i es "  are get t i ng h i gher 
pos i t i ons t han before . More peop l e  
are accepted for who t hey are and 
not  . 1 us t  as peop l e  t o  f l  1 1  quotas . 
Do not  get me wrong. t h i s  coun try 
is n o t  picture perfect . We st i l l  
nave a t ong way t o  go . Peop l e  are 
angry t or var i ous reasons: economy. 
. 1 oos, taxes. ana persona l I ife are 
at a stanasti l l .  When t hings get 
t ou gh we don · t get go i ng ,  we .J ust 
s tand t here and po i n t  b l ame at 
otners . Some wn i te peop l e  get angry 
when t ney don · t have a i ob and t hey 
see an At rican- American in a 
ous 1 ness su i t .  African-Americans 
get angry for the same reasons . The 
p l i ght of t he Afr i can-Amer i can i n  
t he ghe t t o  is enough ev i dence t o  
support t his . bu t s t i l l I say . we 

are not backs I i d i ng .  I gave my 
mother a metaphor t o  exp t a l n  my 
poin t ot view . " We. as a human 
race . are fo l l owing a certain pat n  
i n  l i fe .  W i t h t hat i n  m i nd. on t h i s  
path there are mou n t ains t o  c l i mb .  
sharp curves t o  maneu ver . and ho l es 
ou t ot which we need to  aet .  We are 
mov i ng forwara. bu t somet i mes we 
fee i t ha t  we ha ven · t g o t t e n 
an ywhere because we keep c 1 i mb i no 
mou n ta i ns .  h i t t ing  snarp curves and 
ta l I I ng I n t o  no l es .  Obstac l es ao 
not s t op coming once we have 
c l eared one on t h i s  pat h  ot l i te .  
Bu t .  we are making progress . "  

Backs l id i ng? No ! Constan t l y  
tacing cna l  l enges? Yes ! As a church 
boay. we must l ook at  t h i s  coun try 
trying t o  contron t its  prob l ems . 
i nstead ot i et t i ng peop l e · s hatred 
grow . we must  t each t hem I ove . We 
must t eacn ot hers t o  t h i nk t hat t he 
" g l ass 1 s  ha l f  ful r " ra t her t han 
" na l t  empt y . "  Be opt i m i s t i c .  Most 
importan t l y. we are not on t h i s  
pa th a t one . Goa i n  Chr i s t .  throuoh 
t he Ho l y  Sp i ri t .  l s  Wit h  us . Goa l S  
w i t h  us dur i ng t ne gooa t i mes . bu t 
a l  so during t he bad t 1 mes . God · s 
grace inspires us t o  move forward 
and not backwards . Ana. someday we 
w 1 1 I reach t he goa I and t he dream 
t ha t  Martin Lu t her King. Jr . he l d  
t o  so s t rong I y .  The are am I I ook 
forward t o  see i ng as a rea l i t y !  

So . i f  you thought I was going 
t o  presen t  a way t o  so l ve t he 
i ncrease ot rac i a l  s t r i fe. you were 
wrong .  We. as a soc i et y . are l n  t he 
m i dd l e  o f  c l i mb i n g an o t her 
mou n t a i n .  We can on l y  get over i t  
i t  we a I I try t oget her t o  conquer 
I t . not  by one person a l one try i ng 
t o  so l ve it for us ! " We have m i l es 
t o  go before we s l eep ! "  

- Br i an A .  McC I l n t on. I n tern 
Mt.  Z i on Lu t heran Church 
York , Pennsy l van i a  
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" A f t er the  Sabba t h . and t oward dawn 
on the  f i rst day ot  the  week , Mary 
o t  Magda i a  and the other  Mary wen t  
t o  v i s i t t h e  sepu l chre . "  

1 he y  wen t . two wome n , 
l ook i ng f or Jesu s .  
a man who was dead . 

They wen t t o  hope? 
to v i s i t ?  
t o  see a man 

wrapped i n  c l oths? 
1hey wen t  t o  v i s i t  a s tone  door? 

to v i s i t a grave? 
Wnat  d 1 a  they expec t ?  * * * * * 
" Ana a I I a t  once tnere  was a 
v i o l en t  earthquake . f or the  ange l 
o t  t n e  Lo r a .  a e sc e n d i n g f r om 
n eaven . came ana ro  I I ed  away the  
stone  and sat  on i t . "  

An ange l - an ange l of  the  Lor d .  
com i ng t rom heaven -
an actua l ange l -
from neaven -

Ana he d i dn ·  t J u st f l oa t  around 
i n  tne sky 

suspenaed on w i res  f r om above 
tne  st age cu r t a i n  -

He came aown - not as a see - t hrough 
f i gmen t of num�n l mag l nat l on -

He came w i th a i  I the  s trength  
of  Wonder Woman 

ana the 6-M i l I i on -Do i l ac Man 
ana w i th no operat i ons 

i n  wh i ch to i nser t  
compu t er techno l ogy . 

He came aown w i th the  s t rength  
of Goa 

t o  r o l  I away the  stone  -
lo set Jesus f ree -

t o  se t us t r ee . 
* * * * * 

" H i s  f ace was I I ke l l gh t n i ng ,  
robe wh i t e as snow . "  

Snow i n  the  dese r t  
a robe wh i t e a s  snow 

A t ace sh i n i ng w i th l i gh t n i ng 
f r om an ear tnqu ake , 

f r om heaven . * * 

h i s  

AN INTERPRETATIO�J 

" The  gu ards were 
f r i ght ened of  h i m .  
I i ke  dead men . "  

so shaken . so 
t h a t  they  were 

St i l  I .  st l t f .  somber gu aras . 
t oo shaken t o  cry  ou t . 
t oo f r i gh t ened  t o  run . 

L i ke dead men -
y e t  a I i ve -
* * * * * 

" Bu t  tne  ange l spoke : and he  sa i d  
t o  the  women .  · There i s  no  need for 
you to be a f ra i d .  I k now you are  
l oo k i n g f o r J e su s .  who  w a s  
cruc 1 f l e d . · "  

The women - a l so f r i gh t ened  
a l so snaken  and s t i f f  

Hope tu 1 ?  - or t oo f r i gh t ened  t o  be 
any t h i ng bu t 1 n  f ear? 

Bu t the  ange l was speak i ng -
speak i ng t o  them -

Th i s  heaven l y  messenger 
a i an ·  t seek  ou t the town 

l eader -
bu t spoke t o  them .  

Ana he not  on l y  spoke t o  t hem . 
bu t knew wh y they  were t here  -

" I  know you are l ook i na f or Jesu s "  
1 he anoe l h a d  sa i d  -
and tney  wer e . 

T ney  mu st I l st e n . 
n op e f u  l l y now -

perhaps tne  ange l m i ght  know 
some t h i ng 

A nope tu l g l i n t  i n  the  eye  o f  Mar y 
- s t and i ng - f ear f u l -

l i st en i ng - hope f u i -
* * * * * 

" He i s  not her e . f or he  has r i sen . 
as he  sa i d  he wou l d .  Come and see 
the  p l ace where  he l ay . "  

R i sen  - R i se n  - where i s  he 
l e t me see H i m  -

Jesu s - ? Whe r e  are you? 
The spot I s  emp t y  -
Wha t  nas  oecome o t  H i m  -
The wrapp i ng c l o ths  -
Lord Jesus - where  are  you ? 
R i sen -
You sa i d  you wou l d  

d i d  you'? 
Have you? 



* * * * 
�hen go quickly and te l 1 his 

d i scip l es ,  ' He has risen from the 
aeaa and now he is going be fore you 
to Ga I i I e e : l t i s t h e r e  Y OU W i I I 
see h i m. '  Now I have told you . "  

We must go - find 
Peter - and John 

and the others 
We must go 

shout - " He i s  risen "  
" He ·  ) I  b e  com i ng t o  you - 11 

Oh Jesus -
Peter - he · s  com i ng to you -

to Gali t ee -
You · 1 1  see him -
Let us go -

Stil I shaken 
sti I I standing sti ff 

Eyes streaming 
Tears flowing 
" We must te I I them." 

* * * * * 
" F i l  led w i th awe and great . t oy the 
women came qui ck I y away from the 
tomb a n d  r a n  to  tel  I the 
disciples." 

Feet not tou ch i ng the ground -
Like a mar athon run ner 

Mary of Magda i a  ran  
not knowing anything, but 

Jesus -
knowing he was no longer 

in the tomb -
knowing he was al i ve -

knowing he was 
the Christ -

and they ran . the two 
ot  them 

break i ng Olympic records -
breaking a f our m i nute mi l e  -

never breathing heav i ly 
except with the .J oy 

of the news they 
had 

Jesus -
HE I S  R I SEN ! 

March 24th . 1 992 

Dear Students 
of  Gettysburg Sem i nary: 

On 'iuesday n l gh t .  March 1 O .  
the Rank and Tenure Committee voted 
not to recommend the Rev. Dr. Scott 
Gustatson tor tenure. This is a 
serious blow to the pastoral and 
theo l ogical integrity ot this 
inst i tuti on. 

We f eel that Dr . Gustafson · s  
teach 1 nq and witness is vital to 
the min i str y ot present and future  
pastors and A I MS. Dr. Gustafson 
prepares students to do the task of 
theo t ogy w 1 th 1 n  tne framework of 
Chu rcn traai t ! on ana the Luther an 
con tess ions. He teach es us to be 
ta i t n tul to the Bib i i cal w i tness. 
always keeping Christ as the center 
ot  our mea i tation . preach i ng. 
i lturgy and minstr y. His particular 
understanding of Word and Sacr ament  
enao t es tne church to see Chr l st 
acting 1 n  our da l l y  lives. 

This is the situat i on as we 
u n derstand  I t. The Board o f  
D i rectors wi t t make its dec i sion on 
the oas i s  of three recommendations. 
The RanK and Tenure Comm i t  tee  is 
on l y  one ot these recommendations. 
St l I i to q l ve recommenaa t 1 ons are 
President Beekman and the Academic 
A t t a i rs Comm ittee ot  which Dr. 
Dor othy Marp l e  i s  the chair. On 
Apr 1 1 2:j , the 8oard of Directors 
wi l l  m a k e  its f i n al dec i sion 
regard i nq Dr. Gusta fson · s  tenu r e . 

Please write to those 
ment i oned above. to your B i shop. 
and to an yone you may know on the 
Board. You wi I I have an impact on 
the f utur e ot this seminar y thr ough 
your letters. 

·tours in Chr i st. 

9.,, •lt,:)/!. Jli 11 :,;,,4:77</ 
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P.S. Pl ease wr i te Dr. Marple at: 
80 1 8  Anderson Street 
Philade l phia . PA 19 1 1 8 



" I  Don't Want To Talk About I t. "  

hr  Katherine Douglass 

'This is my seventeenth straight day 
without sleep," the story begins. A 
woman, a wife, mother and 
homemaker, has suddenly discovered 
that she no longer needs to sleep. I n  
explaining her condition to the reader. 
she writes, "I just can ·t sleep. Not for 
one second. Aside from that simple 
fact, I 'm  perfectly normal. . . . In 
terms  of everyday reality. there s 
nothing wrong with me. J just can't 
sleep." 
The woman's story teJJs us that. not 
only is she unable to sleep, she doesn·t 
particularly want to. Her life goes on, 
doing the housework. the shopping, 
fixing Jun ch for her husband when he 
comes home from his practice as a 
dentist. picking up  her young son 
from school. And vet. she has a secret 
life. During the hours when her 
husband and son are asleep, she is up  
and about. She reads incessantly. 
Sometimes she gets in her old Honda 
Civic and drives around the city m the 
middle of the night. Sometimes she 
just stands and watches her husband 
and child sleep. 
While we as readers are observing her 
secret life. we start to wonder. I s  
there nothing '\\Tong with her ? 
Gradually. we start to hear her say 
things that clue us in. She stands in 
front of the mirror for hours. trymg to 
see how her body has changed. and 
she tells us that she look. s he alt hi er. 
prettier. She stands over her sleeping 
husband and thinks, "He looked like 
an absolute fool. This was what they 
mean by 'dead to the world. '  How 
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incredibly ugly! He sleeps with such 
an ugly face! I t ' s  j ust too gruesome, l 
thought." Her relationship to her 
husband has been changed: he knows 
nothing of her secret life, bu t  it is 
gradually deteriorating their life 
together. 
And this, I think, is the key. She 
ref uses to talk about what is 
happening to her. She refuses to 
mclude those who love her. her 
commurnty. in the reality of her Jif e. 
She writes. "neither my husband nor 
mv son has noticed that I ' m  not 
sleeping. And I haven·t mentioned it 
to them .  I don·t want to be told to see 
a doctor. I know it wouldn't do any 
good. I just know . . .  This is something 
I have to deal with myself." That has 
a familiar ring to it. "This is 
something I have to deal with myself." 
As if. within ourselves. we have the 
resources and the wisdom and the 
sense to deal with everything. Who 
needs anyone else? I t ' s  none of their 
bu siness anyway. Don 't I have a right 
to privacy ? Leave me alone! !  
Just l ike the woman in the story. it is 
�ur sinf uJ nature that leads us to want 
to deal with everything ourselves. We 
have a lo\·ing community around us. 
but we still cannot Jet ourselves truly 
be. a part of it. and be ministered to 
by J t .  

Unfortunately. this story does not end 
happily. The consequences of not 
participating in the com munity. of not 
aJJowing others to see what her life 
really is. are tragic for this woman. 
Her example is one that has haunted 
me. May others be haunted, too. 

(The story is "Sleep.. by Haruk i Murakami. 
translated from the Japanese by Jay Rubin. The 
New Yorker. March 30. 1 992) 




