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Greetings from the Publications Committee, 

, .. 

We  are rea l l y  e x c i t ed about t h i s  i s sue  o f  Tab l e  Ta l k ,  and want t o  
t han k a l l o f  t h o s e  who cont r i but ed .  Spec i a l  t han k s  t o  
M i k e  Bonham for  h i s  cont r i but i on s  from t h e  h eart . Than k s  t o o  t o  
Heat her  Bumst ead and Mark B ernecker for  art i st i c contr i but i on s  
and t o  Sara P e t e r s o n  for her  cont i n ued fa i t h f u l n e s s .  

What a b l e s s i n g  i t  i s  t o  f i n d  o urs e l v e s  i n  c o m m un i t y  w i t h  s o  many  
creat i ve ,  fa i t h f u l  p e o p l e !  W e  encoura g e  e v e r y o n e  t o  s ubm i t  
mat e r i a l  t o  share i n  t h i s  e x pe r i ence.  

B l e s s i ng s ! 

The Pub l i cat i on s  Com m i t t e e  

I I 
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I once made some reMARKs about h idden books of the B i b l e .  
I t  was a l uLU; KEeps some peop l e  l ooK I NG So hard for fACTS , and for others , 
i t  was a REVELAT ION. Some were i n  a JAM, 
yec i a l ly s i nce the books were not cap i tal i zed.  But the tRUTH fi nal ly  struck 
home to NUMBERS of readers . To others i t  was 
a real JOB . We want i t  to be A MOSt fasc i nat ing  few moments for you . 
YES,THERe w i l l  be some rea l l y  easy ones for you to spot.  Others m i ght requ i re 
JUDGES to determine . We wi l l  qu ick ly  adm i t  iT IT usua l ly akes a m i n i ster 
to f i nd one , and there w i l l  be some l oud LAMENTAT I ONS when you see how s imp l e  
i t  i s .  A l i t t l e  l ady says that i f  sHE BREWS tea , she can concentrate better . 
See how we l l  you can comPETE . Re l ax now, there are s i xteen books named i n  
th i s  paragraph . 

.,,,., 1 .,,,., November '92 



Fake rt ' t i l  �-! make .ti.. !  

Ther e ' s an e x pre s s i on t hat f l oat s around c i rc l e s  o f  r e c o v ery 
many t we l v e - s t e p  pro gram s .  S o  oft en t h o s e  reco v e r i n g  from  
add ict i ons  a nd  d e a l i n g  w i th  pa i n f u l  pas t s  f e e l th at  t h e y  j ust 
" can ' t " .  E v eryday,  s i mp l e  l i f e  s e e m s  i m po s s i b l e ,  e v e n  h o pe l e s s .  
At b e s t  t h e y  f e e l t h a t  t h e y  are j ust  g o i n g  t h r o ugh t h e  m o t i on s  o f  
l i f e  w i t h o ut rea l l y  l i vi�g .  F r o m  o t h e r  m e m be r s  o f  t h e s e  s upport 
groups t h ere c o m e s  word s of und erstand i n g  and encoura g e m e nt . Not 
"cheer  up,  t h i n g s  w i l l  get bet t e r " .  Word s l i k e  t hat h a v e  on l y  
served  t o  a s s i st i n  t h e  bury i n g  o f  i m portant f e e l i n g s  i n  t h e  
past . I n st ead , words l i k e  " i t ' s hard , k e e p  g o i n g "  are bet t e r  
s u i t ed a s  s upport . And from t hat i d ea c o m e s  t h e  phras e  " fa �c e  i t  
' t i l  y o ,.1 make i t " .  K e e p  g o i n g--t oday i t  f e e l s  fak e ,  but t o m o rrow 
or the  next  day i t  w i l l  bec o m e  y our rea l i ty. I t  w i l l  be  rea l ! 

As  Chr i st ians  we l i v e  i n  t h e  i n-bet w e e n  t i m e s .  W e  h a v e  d i ed i n  
Bapt i s m  and we awa i t  w i t h  h o pe t h e  pro m i sed r e s urrect i on .  T h e  
quest i on s o  o f t e n  i s ,  " h ow s h o u l d  we l i v e  now? " .  Here ' s wh ere I 
t h i nk we can l earn from  t h o s e  i n  recov ery program s .  We sh o u l d  
l i ve  a s  i f  w e  have b een  r e surrec t e d .  That w o u l d  o f  course  
i n v o l v e qu i t e  a b i t  of  " fak i n g " .  I t  w o u l d  a l s o  be a more  h o n e s t  
e x i s t ence f o r  Chr i st i an s -- l i v i n g  i n  a s t at e o f  j o y .  Th i n k  o f  t h e  
i n cred i b l e  w i t n e s s ! Th i n k  o f  l i fe on earth f i l l ed w i t h  a s  m uch 
peace and j o y n ow, and n o t i '-' st. h o  p e • Fa k i n g i t ' t i 1 we ma  k e i t ! 

St e ph e n  F i ech t er,  1 1 / 92 

Nov e mber  at LTSG 

A l m i gh t y  God,  send y o ur t ran s form i n g  power i nt o  our l i v e s  as we 
s e e k  t o  serve  y o u  t h i s  and e v ery day .  Grant us w i sd o m ,  c o ura g e ,  
grac e ,  and strength  t o  fa i t h fu l l y  f u l f i l l  t h e  m i n i st r y  t o  wh i ch 
y o u  have ca l l ed u s .  I n  t h e  n a m e  o f  Chr i s t .  A m e n .  

1 ALL SAI NTS 
2 A l l  S o u l s  

Be g i nn i ng o f  Second Ha l f  C l as s e s  
( 2--& > R e g i st rat i on for M i d d l e  Term 
1 1  Mart i n , B i sh o p  o f  Tours , 397.  

Soren K i er k e gaard , Teach er  
( 1 1 - - 1 7 )  Re g i st rat i on for Spr i n g  S e m e s t e r  
1 8  H i lda ,  Abbe s s  o f  Wh i t b y ,  &80. 
23 C l e m e n t , B i s h o p  Of R o m e ,  c .  1 00. 
2& Thank s g i v i n g  R e c e s s  
27 Thank s g i v i n g  R e c e s s  
30 ST. ANDREW, APOSTLE 
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Student : Michael R .  Bonham Date Sutmitted: 11/4/92 

I wish to take a moment to publicly thank a l l  of you who 
provided support to me and my fami ly in  dealing with the recent 
death of my father . Your prayers . cards . comments . and help  i n  
getting caught up in  my studies were overwhelming.  

I have heard it questioned as to  the viabi l ity of our 
"community" here . These questions center around whether or not we 
have a community. I can speak first hand that we do. If  you are 
looking for a community in  which we must a l l show up for every 
event or every gathering. then this is not it . If  you are looking 
for a community that meets your every desire . then this is not it . 
If  you are looking for a community that is never i n  disagreement . 
then this is not i t .  If you are looking for a community wherein  
everyone knows everyone . then this is  not it . If you search for a 
community of saints without sinfulness . this is not i t .  

However . i f  you search for a community that brings itse l f  to 
bear in  the hour of need. to meet your needs . then I bel ieve this 
is the place . We . you and I .  can be as i nvolved as we wish to be .  
Whether it be i n  gathering together for worship.  service projects . 
prayer groups . support groups . study groups . etc . .  or events such 
as footbal l .  pol itica l  forums , Music Gettysburg . etc . .  there is 
sc,mething here for you . Community does not mean doing everything 
together al l the time . Community means being there for your 
bother or sister when it is needed . 

If this community does not meet your needs . then perhaps it 
is time to do something. Perhaps . you should look to yourself  
first and define what it is  that you may need . Then. if  you have 
done this.  ask yoursel f .  "Have I shared this need with anyone?" If  
you have not . then maybe its t ime to enter into the community. the 
bcdy of Christ . and join us as we proclaim our helplessness to do 
it on our own . 

I thank you . the community within which I l ive . for being the 
l iving body of Christ when I had to cry out that I could not do 
this alone . Amen . 
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Student : Michael R. Bonham Date Sul::mitted : 

I have been approached by a number of the Junior c lass asking what 
CPE is l ike . I have tried to explain as best I could what CPE 
meant for me . It was cha l lenging. It was rewarding .  It was 
l iving and dying dai ly within my Baptism . The best way I c�uld 
think of to help give a picture of CPE was to use a ref lection 
paper that I wrote at the time . I be lieve that my experience was 
simi l ar to those of my c lassmates and it was a lso unique in 
itse l f .  I hope this he lps to prepare you for the gifts which you 
wi l l  give and receive . 

The baby has died and now the lament begins. 

Daddy 
"My boy ! My God! My boy! I loved him you know . I was 

going to teach him to f ish and to catch a bal l .  My God . what have 
you done ! For 4 years he brought me happiness and joy and love . 
For 4 years he was ours . God 's  gift . And now he ' s  gone . I can ' t  
l ive tomorrow without him. What wi l l  I do . I wi l l  never hear . 
"Daddy . I love you" from his voice again.  I want my l ittle  boy 
back . Give me back my l itt le  boy. "  He leans over the boy ' s  head . 
"Please come back . I need you ! I love you ! We could sti l l  do 
things together if  only you were here . God. why did you have to 
hurt me so ! I loved him ! Why my chi ld .  I have heard others in 
this position .  I never took not ice . You gave him to us . why take 
him away now . He was smart you know . When we would play hide and 
seek he could always find his daddy . He would sit on my lap . then 
suddenly turn and give me the biggest hug . Who wi l l  hug me now? 
I loved him you know . He loved me . I thank God for the 4 years . 
rut I wanted more . My God. oh my God ! Thank you for his l i fe in 
mine ! "  

SUddenly this strong man goes to his knees at the bedside of 
his son who is dead . He cries the deepest of groanings of the 
Spirit . God cr:ies with him in his hurt . The father lays over the 
top of the l i feless body. stroking the roy ' s  hair . " I  love you . "  
he says over and over . Then . slowly.  daddy rises to his feet . he 
turns to me . his eyes f i l led with tears he says . " I  loved him you 
know . It hurts that I couldn ' t  save him . Do you suppose he knew 
I loved him at the moment he was drowning?" 

Mommy 
"Oh my god ! Oh my God . this isn ' t  happening . I know this 

isn ' t  happening . My poor baby. My poor l ittle  baby . Why did you 
let this happen God . Why would you let this happen.  I can ' t  
bel ieve this is happening. I loved him you know . Others told me 
I was crazy when I would sit in a rocking chair each night and 
rock him to sleep . They said I was crazy ! But I wasn ' t  crazy . I 
gave him a l l  the love a mommy could give . He loved us so much . 
He gave us so much joy and love . He was a gift from God . A gift 
of love to be loved . Why did this have to happen . He knew . He 
had said he would die before me . He told me that a number of 
times . He was preoccupied about death . He knew he would die 
before me and I didn ' t  bel ieve him . It ' s  not supposed to happen 
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this way ! I am supposed to die before him.  This isn ' t  fair .  But 
he was so ful l of love . They said I was crazy and now I wouldn ' t  
trade those moments for anything . I never yel led at him . I was 
a lways gentl e .  He was such a good boy. a del ight . a joy . He 
loved me you know . "Mommy . wi l l  you remember me when you get 
older?" he asked . Yes . I said, to the day I die . I wi l l  remember 
the gift of his 4 years with me . God blessed our household when 
he created him.  And now he is gone . I loved him and he loved me . 
How wi l l  I l ive now? How can I l ive without him? I have seen 
others do it . but I don ' t  think I can do it . Oh . God this isn ' t  
happening to me . My l ittle baby. I love you so much . Now your 
gone . He would just yel l  out to me for no reason . "Mommy?"  "Yes . "  
" I  love you . "  And I love him. Now I wi l l  never hear his voice 
again .  Thank you God for the days you gave me with him . Thank 
you God for my memories . Thank you God for being with me now . 
Give me the courage to go on God ! I am so afraid .  Oh God ! Its 
time to rock him to sleep and sing to him . "  
Slowly .  gently .  she l i fts the l i feless body from the bed . She 
cradles him in her arms as she had so often before . She rocks and 
sings "Hush l itt le  baby don ' t  you cry . . . .  " She looks at me . her 
eyes f i l led with tears . She says . "He ' s  as leep now . Its t ime to 
go . "  Ever so gently she lays him back down . She c l imbs into the 
bed beside him, holds him for a moment . l�isses his forehead . She 
gets up . covers his body with the blanket and we leave . He was 
loved . She was loved . 

The Chaplain 
I think . "God, why does this have to happen . Does our sin 

rea l ly deserve this? Are we so bad that we deserve this? When 
wH 1 it end? Love so strong and now its gone . Their eyes 1 ool< to 
me . I am your representative . what can I say? I enter into their 
pain .  I feel their lonel iness . I feel my own . My helplessness . 
I have no answers for them . I can only be here for them . Through 
me oh God give them strength . Show them the way oh God ! The way 
to l i fe ! Jesus . send forth your Spirit to be with us a l l .  We a l l 
hurt . Mommy . Daddy , the medical  staff .  m� . They said it would 
cost ! How do you protect yoursel f  in  moments l ike these? By 
"professional ism"? I f  that means to keep yourse l f  safe then I 
choose to enter into their death with them . They need God right 
now . They need to have someone who has been there to show the way 
out . Send me God. I am your servant . Send me . But give me 
strength . Give me courage ! How many t imes can I endure this? As 
many times as it takes . Refresh me with the waters of l i fe oh God 
and send me again . "  

I rub their backs . Slowly .  gent ly .  I am with them now . 0-.lr 
eyes meet . My eyes say to them . "Your l i fe is changed forever . I 
know . I am sorry . "  They ask me to pray . We pray for their baby . 
the love they had , for courage and strength . and to be preserved 
in the l i fe of Jesus Christ unti l  we meet again .  I cry . Its okay 
to cry out loud . Its okay to te l l  them you hurt too . 

The End 
It is ironic that there is a curtain  to walk  through . I open 

it  for them . They wa lk out clutchina each other . Tel l inq each 
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other how much . they loved their baby and how much they love each 
other . They wi l l  l ive minute by minute , then hour by hour. then 
day by day , and then month by month . Slowly the years w� l l  g? by 
at f irst . Then . as this l ife becomes ful ly apart of their being. 
the years wi l l  sweep by . They wi l l  l ive . together . God is here 
in  this place . This holy place where three of us are gathered. 
He has promised. to be there . We hug . They thank me . I watch them 
as they slowly walk down' 'the hal lway with the friends and fami ly 
that had come to be there for them . I pray . "May the peace of 
Jesus Christ return to them once more . May the seas of chaos that 
surrounds them be sti l led i n  the presence of Jesus in  their l i fe . "  
I begin to say out loud, "Oh God . . .  " But I hear . "Be sti 1 1  and 
know that I am God. I am with you always . "  I thank God for the 
privi lege to have served him here this day . To be there for them . 

Amen. • • • • • • 

Fro m : Mat t Jac k s o n ,  Jun i or C l a s s  Pre s i d ent  
RE : Lut h e r  Day  F e s t i v i t i e s  

The J un i or C l a s s  was h o n ored t o  part i c i pat e i n  t h e  perenn i a l  
Lut her  Day c e l e brat i on s .  I n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  f e l l owsh i p  and 
c o m m un i t y ,  t h e  M i dd l er and Jun i or c l as s e s  pro p o s ed a c o o pe rat i v e  
approach t o  t h e  t rad i t i on a l  f e s t i v i t i e s  preced i n g  t h e  dre s s i n g  o f  
Luther .  

The e v en i n g  c o m m enced w i t h  a V o l l e y ba l l Cha l l en g e .  Each c l as s  
pre s e n t ed a t ea m  o f  eager  co-ed s .  Short l y  a ft er 1 0  p . m . , both  
c l a s s e s  gath ered at the  Lut h e r  m o n u m e n t , shar i n g  the  warm t h  o f  a 
bon f i r e  and p l e n t y o f  food and b e v e ra g e s .  J o i n ed  b y  Dr.  and Mr s .  
B e e k man,  s e v er a l  facu l t y / s t a f f  and m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s e n i or c l a s s ,  
t h e  e v en i ng pro v i d ed a g o od t i m e for a l l .  

We e x pr e s s  our " Than k s "  t o  t h e  M i d d l er C l a s s  Pre s i d ent , M i k e  
Bonha m ,  Tru s t e e  John  Te i t man who co ord i na t e d  t h e  e v ent s ,  and t h e  
M i dd l er C l a s s .  Where past pract i c e s  m a y  h a v e  l i m i t ed he  
part i c i pat i on t o  s ma l l er n u m b e r s ,  t h i s  y ear' s co l l ect i v e  e ffort 
pro v i d ed t h e  opport un i t y  for  a l ar g e r  n umber t o  a t t end t h e  
m e r r  y ma �< i n g s ! 

We  a l s o e xt end  our  apprec i at i on t o  D ou g  Dest e phan o ,  St e v e  
C l aycomb ,  E l i  He s s ,  and Jenn i fe r  Ham m e s  f o r  t h e i r  h ard work  t o  
s ecure a l l  t h e  mat e r i a l s  n e c e s sary t o  m a k e  t h e  c e l e brat i on 
c o m p l e t e .  The Jun i or C l a s s  has  a rat h e r  l ar g e  n umb er  o f  
c o m m ut ers  who mad e spec i a l  arran g e m e nt s t o  s t a y  o v e r  s pe c i f i ca l l y  
t o  s upport t h e  c o m b i n e d  e ffort . To  each , we  c o m m e n d  y o ur l abors ! 

Next  y ear, a s  M i dd l e r s ,  we h o p e  t o  r e af f i rm t h e  n o w-cher i sh e d  
m e m or i e s ! 

Mat t 
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BOOKMARKS 

I am writing this column on Nov. 4 ,  
and George Bush has just been 
rejected by the voters. The 
political pundits , and Dan Quayle, 
are in agreement that the poor 
economy was a major factor in the 
election results . So this month 
Book.marks will feature resources 
which discuss economics from an 
ethical or Christian point of view. 

Much has been written on economics 
in the Bible and on the early 
Christian and New Testament attitude 
toward wealth. An attempt to 
summarize the biblical teaching is A 
Biblical Theology of Material 
Possessions, by Gene A. Getz ( BS2545 
W37G48 1990 ) . Be aware that this is 
a scripturally conservative work 
( published by Moody Press)  and 
confines itself to the New 
Testament, despite the claims of the 
title .  A smaller book, which is 
aimed at "evangelical" Christians, 
is The Agony of Affluence, by 
William W .  Wells ( BR115 W4W43 1989 ) .  
Wells ' book includes Old Testament 
insights as well as a brief 
historical overview of theology and 
economics. For a history of early 
Christian thought about wealth and 
economics, look at Faith and f'leal th, 
by Justo Gonzalez (BR195 W4G65 
1990 ) . 

Other biblical works focus on 
particular parts of the Bible . On 
the Old Testament side , Wealth and 
Poverty in the Book of Proverbs by 
R . N .  Whybray (BS1465 . 2  W485 1990 ) 
looks like an interesting study of a 
rather obscure subject. John 
Gillman has addressed New Testament 
interests in Possessions and the 
Life of Fai th ,  A Reading of Luke
Acts ( 8S2589 . 6  W37G555 1991 ) .  

Moving forward through history, one 
can find some odd incidents and 
propositions in the church involving 

economics .  To mention a few: 
Capitalism, the State, and the 
Lutheran Reformation: Sixteenth
Century Hesse by William John Wright 
(BR358 H4W75 1988 ) is a micro-study 
of one small German state during the 
political , social , religious and 
economic upheaval of the 16th 
century. Wright attempts to draw 
some conclusions about the role of 
Lutheranism in socioeconomic 
development. Wright is a protege of 
Harold J .  Grimm of "Luther and the 
Reformation" fame . 

For a contrast to Lutheran theology, 
look at Conversations on the True 
Harmony of Uankind by John Woolman 
( BRll 5 E3W66 1987 ) . �loolman was a 
Quaker,  and his Conversations take 
place between a rich landowner and a 
laborer. An incident closer in 
space and time was the work of the 
Denominational Ministry Strategy in 
Pittsburgh in the early 1980 ' s .  The 
LCA ' s  response is found in Economic 
Change and Ecclesiastical Conflict 
in f'lestern Pennsylvania ( BR115 E3L77 
1986 ) .  

Official church statements are 
anoth�r way of approaching econow ics 
theologically, and they usually pay 
homage to the biblical witness an ·l 
historical message . A Cry for 
Justice ( BL2525 C77 1989 ) is a j0int 
ChriE�ian-Jewish effort which 
summarizes the major church 
statements and offers critiques .  
You may also wish to look at the 
original documents, such as the 
LCA ' s  social statement on economic 
justice and the American Catholic 
bishvt)-3 · pastoral letter on the U . S .  
economy ( BX1795 E27 ff . ) .  

Some recent publications approach 
economics from a practical 
perspective . Rich Christians in an 
Age of Hunger is an example of a 
work of this type . A very recent 
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in the J'lorld System, 1492-1992 
( BR115 e3D83 1992 ) .  This is a wee 
publication which examines the 
effect of the development of 
European capitalism ( from the 
Renaissance to the Common Market and 
the proposed European Economic 
Community) on the rest of the' world. 

Theological critique of economics is 
also available . God the Economist 
by H .  Douglas Meeks (BR115 E3M38 
1989 ) presents economics from the 
view of a Trinitarian theologian and 
asserts that God is as involved in 
economics as in social issues.  
Reaching for Heaven on Earth (HB75 
N428 1991 ) has been written by an 
economist, not a theologian , but it 
provides a history of economic 
theological thought and attempts to 
create a modern theology of 
economics.  The Soul of Economies by 
Denise Breton and Christopher 
Largent (HB72 B73 199 1 )  is written 
by neither economists nor 
theologians, but it too attempts to 
discover the religious meaning of 
economics.  Finally, The Poverty of 
Affluence by Paul L. Wachtel ( HB74 
P8W3 1989 ) is not really a book on 
economics,  but it explores the 
materialism of our society and why 
it is spiritually ( in a secular 
sense ) and psychologically bankrupt. 

For more information on the subject 
of economics and religion, look in 
the stacks in the areas of HB72 and 
BR115  E3 .  Also check the subject 
headings Economics--Religious 
aspects and i'leal th--Religious 
aspects. Don ' t  forget the card 
catalog ! or you ' ll miss Max Weber .  

New Titles 

Several new editions of well-known 
works have just been published. 
Building a Pastor 's Library ( Z7751 
R5 199 1 )  is the 6th edition of a 
classic which provides a long list 

Hall has just published the 
edition of The Steward ( BV772 
1990 ) . The 3rd edition of The T 
of the New Testament by Bruce 
Metzger (8S2325 M4 1992 ) is also 

Some of the new books which look 
intriguing are Spiri t of Life by 
Jurgen Holtmann (BT121 . 2  MG 199 2 )  
about the Holy Spirit and Mourning 
into Dancing by Walter Wangerin 
(BV4905 . 2  W36 1992 ) about grief.  
The Myth of Religious Neutrali ty by 
Roy A. Clouser ( BL48 e554 199 1 )  
challenges the belief that anyone 
( from the atheist on the street to a 
secular scientist) can act or think 
from a religiously neutral 
standpoint. 

Tamara E .  Riegel 

VOl.CES 

Whose is this new voice 
11mt seems to trumpet loud? 

By choice·] 
Proud? 

I he.1r it now, 
growing louder. 

Dr('lwning ont .in :,ging crowd 
Whose aging cries are faint. 

crnck'd. 

I want to laugh. almost. 
lt c·:mnot be. 

'fhe truth of course, 
It is me.  

TI1ey were me, too, 
Those old crackers. 
I never knew before. 

1his new voice, from a 
new place tel ls me it's OK, 

And not against some will of God 
111.,t I should be 

me. 
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VOCATION 

I t  c o m e s  fro m t h e  Lat i n  vocare, t o  cal l ,  and ■ ean s t h e  work a 
person  i s  ca l l ed t o  by  God. 

There  are d i fferent k i nds  o f  v o i c e s  cal l i n g  y o u  t o  a l l d i fferent 
k i nd s  o f  work ,  and t h e  pro b l e m  i s  t o  f i nd out wh i ch i s  t h e  v o ice 
of God rat h e r  t h an of Soc i et y ,  say,  or  the Super-e g o ,  or 
Se l f- I nt er e s t . 

B y  and l arge  a good  ru l e  for f i n d i n g  out i s  t h i s . The  k i n d  o f  
work God u s ua l l y  cal l s  y o u  t o  i s  t h e  k i nd o f  work < a >  t hat y o u  
n e e d  m o s t  t o  d o  and C b )  t hat t h e  w o r l d  m o st n e e d s  t o  have done .  
I f  you  rea l l y  get  a k i ck o ut of  y o ur work ,  y o u' v e  pre s umab l y  m e t  
r e q u i r e m ent ( a ) , but i f  y our w o r k  i s  wr i t i n g  TV  d e od orant 
c o m m erc i a l s ,  t h e  chances are y o u ' v e  m i s s ed r e q u i r e m ent ( b ) . On 
t h e  o t h e r  hand , i f  y o ur work i s  be i n g  a doct or  in a l e per co l on y ,  
y o u  have  probab l y  m e t  req u i r e m ent ( b ) , but i f  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e 
y o u ' re  bored and d e pre s s ed by  i t ,  t h e  chance s  are y o u  have n o t  
on l y  bypa s s ed C a )  but probab l y  aren ' t h e l p i n g  y o ur pat i ent s much 
e i t h e r .  

N e i t h e r  t h e  h a i r  sh i rt n o r  t h e  s o ft berth w i l l  d o .  T h e  p l ace God 
cal l s  y o u  t o  i s  t h e  p l ace where y our d e e p  g l ad n e s s  and t h e  
w o r l d ' s d e e p  h u n g e r  m e et . 

Fred e r i ck Buechner,  W i shful  Th i n k i ng. San Franc i sco : Harper 
Co l l i n s ,  1 973. 

CHOSEN 

B e f ore I be l i e v ed,  
He b e l i e v e s .  

Before  I accept ed,  
He acc e pt s .  

B e f ore I l ov e d ,  
H e  l o v e s .  

B e fore I l i ved ,  
He d i ed and l i v e s .  
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WOUNDED 

The wo und s o f  t h e  ch i l d 
are s uperf i ci a l l y  h e a l e d .  

Th e y  fest er and r o t  under t h e  
c l ean ,  un bro ken  s k i n .  

T o  t h e  w o r l d  t h e y  appear as 
fre sh  fru i t --r i pe and l us c i o u s .  
D e e p  w i t h i n ,  t h e  g o d l e s s  scag s 

from He l l  d e st r o y  t h e  ch i l d ,  i t s  v ery be i n g .  

Take not i c e ,  a l l ,  o f  t h i s  
d ecay i n g  s o u l . 

I t  i s  o urs . 

The Chr i st r e m a i n s  as a l l  e l s e rot s 
T o  h e a l  from d e e p  w i t h i n  

And br i n g  fre e d o m  un known i n t o  our l i v e s .  
The fan t a s t i c  r e b i rt h .  

Harvest  

Why  t ro ub l e  w i t h  t h i s  l i fe o f  m i n e  
That han g s  a s  w i t hered  grapes t o  v i n e ?  

Th e Aut umn s q u e e z i n g  w i l l  but f i nd 
Few drops  i n  k i nd .  

But o h ,  t h e  swe e t e s t  n ectar c o m e s  
From d r i e s t  fru i t  s uch drops  d o  run.  
What s e e m s  m ere was t e  t o  v i nt n e r  n orm 

G i v e s  l i q u i d  g o l d  re-born . 

Wh o am I t o  q u e s t i on why 
Th i s  l i fe  has t r o ub l e ,  by and b y ?  

Do  grapes t h e i r  h a l l owed v i nt n e r  a s k  
Why  bother  t o  t h e  cas k ?  

Go i n g  o n  i n  m i s e ry b l i nd 
I p l an n ot ,  but t o  f i nd 

Th e truest  way t o  t h e  pre s s ,  ahead,  
At  l ast  t o  sacred g l ory wed.  

S o  fro m  t h i s  l i fe  t h e  swe e t e s t  v i n t a g e  
F l ow s ,  a n d  wh e t s  t h e  s t a g e  

Perhaps f o r  f u t •.tre harv e s ts  k n own 
Not t o  m e ,  but God a l on e .  
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Victory in Philadelphia 

Question: What has 24 legs , 24 arms , 24 eyes , and the worst attitude on the 
Coast? 

Answer :  The Gettysburg Seminary Footbal l Team. 

On the 31 of October 1992 , Philadelphia Semi.nary and Gettysbura Semi.nary got 
together to celebrate the anniversary of Luther ' s  postinq his 95 Theses with a "friendly" 
game of flag footbal l .  The friendly game became 42-0 shel l acking of Phi l adelphia . as 
Gettysburg daninated the day , holding Phil adelphia to seven first downs and no points . 

In years gone by , Gettysburg had been the recipient of many defeats at the hands of 
Philadelphia .  Statanents such as : "Philadelphia always beats Gettysburg" or  "They ' re just 
too good" fol l owed Gettysburg as the team went through its first undefeated season . 
However , these statanents only succeeded in motivating the te3ffi, which traveled to 
Phi ladelphia with revenge on its mind and fire in its bel l y .  The week prior to the game 
was one of excitement , as the countdown to Philadelphia took place . Even President 
Beekman was excited at the prospect of a national championship . 

Saturday arrived , and the team gathered together with the purpose of recl aiming the 
Luther Bowl for Gettysburg . Game conditions were ideal --rainy and cold .  Upon arrival at 
Philadelphia,  the team could sense that victory was at hand . Fear was present in the eyes 
of Phi l l y ,  as they realized that Gettysburg had come to play .  

After Gettysburg scored two touchdowns in the first quarter , the rout was on. The 
first two scores went to Jeff ''Wheels" Mil ler ,  who had three receptions for touchdowns on 
the day . The other big names on offense were Brian "Gimpy" Deckinger who even though he 
was pl aying on a bad knee managed to rush for over 150 yards , and score three touchdowns 
on the ground. "Wheels "' and "Girnpy 's" connection was from no l ess than Mike "I look more 
like an offensive l ineman than a quarterback" O 'berg . who abl y  quarterbacked the offensive 
unit .  Any time that Phi l l y  did manage to sneak through . Obera was sti. 1 1  manaaed to hit c:r:e 
of his speedy receivers downfield.  In fact , Phi l l y ' s  d"?!-=nsive seccndary Pa; so porou: . 
that Gettysburg took to comparing Phi l l y ' s  player.s to croutons . because thr:!v were "burnt" 
so many times . 

O 'berg had al l kinds of time in the backfield to thrDw . because Phi l l v ' s  pass ru�h 
was non-existent , thanks to efforts of Jonathan "PosstnTl" Gantt . Steve "no-neck" C'l ayco�±, . 
and Doug "Nai ls" Destephano , who mauled the Phi l l y  defense al l dav ! 0nq . Former Al l 
American tight end Dave "the Big Ragoo" Rispoli helped anchor an al readv sol id offensive 
l ine . During the game , Rispoli l iteral l y  "pancaked" four of his opponents much to 
Phi l l y ' s  chagrin . 

One untimely injury occurred to Gettysburg mainstay , Steve "Mr . Cl ean" Fiechter- who 
was injur-ed during the first series and had to l eave the game . 

Defensivel y ,  Gettysbur-g stuffed Phi ladelphia .  Her-e Gettysburg ' s  al l -pr-a defense 
control l ed the game and dominated Phi l l y .  Registering seven sacks on the day . 
Gettysburg ' s  l inebackers Tim "Gospel" Ral l and John "Law" Teitman continual l y  br-oke up 
Phi l l y ' s  offensive plans . However ,  the penetration that Teitrnan and Ral l had would not 
have been possible had not Gettysburg ' s  undersized but gutsy defensiv� l ineman control l ed 
Phi l l y ' s  offensive l ine . The defensive l ine canposed of Tony "the Torpedo" Schneck , 
"Nails" Destephano , "No-neck" Cl aycomb, and Brent "the anima l "  P.0ok wi l l  ao dc�m nl=!xt to 
names l ike Bob Gol ie , Deacon Jones , Joe Greene . and Jero:ne Brown . Bud Carson who happen�d 
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aking in the game , said that he hadn' t  seen such play since the days of the 
urgh "Steel curtain" . 

And , any passes that Phil l y  manag� to get off , were ably defended by the likes of 
Jeff Mi l ler , Brian Deckinger , and Eli "the assassin" Hess . Special v.udos go to Hess who 
played the best game of her career to date,  and as she broke up several pass attempts , and 
registered more than her fair share of tackles .  

Gettysburg handed Phi l l y  its first defeat in a number of years . The win was 
savored by both the fans(whose presence was appreciated by the players ) and the pro 
scouts . After the game, several pro scouts approached team captain John Teitrnan about 
sane of his players (Mi l l er,  Deckinger,  Hess , Ral 1 ,  O ' berg) signing with an NFL team. 
Rumor has i t  that Mil ler is close to signing with the New York Giants to fi l l  the gap l eft 
by Mark Bavaro , whil e  the Kansas City Chiefs are sti l l  in negotiations with Deckinaer . 
O 'berg has al ready signed with the Philadel phi a Eagles and wi l l  replace Randal l Cunningham 
at starting quarterback , and also doubl e as center . El i Hess and Timothy Ral l  are sti l l  
in negotiatons with the Washington Redskins and Chicago Bears resDectively . 

Al l -in-al l ,  it  was a good day as both teams wer� glad for a chance to 9et to?ether 
and have some good Christian fel l owship. Thank you to those who pl ayed . and those who 
cheered. And here ' s  a special thanks to Phil adelphia for hosting us . 

" ti 

The Sourrl of Silence 
The quietness reigns in the forest. 
You can only hear the stream gurgling onward 

In its unknown destination, 
It is dawn arrl a hazy mist envelopes the trees. 

The grourrl is covered with pine needles 

Which serrls forth a sweet smell. 
Soon, winter will set upon the forest 
Scene arrl the animals must be prepared. 

But today changed all that. 

• 

Listening with their sensitive ears, several animals 

hear a twig snap, arrl they scamper off into hiding. 
No worrler it is silentp A strange presence 

Has made its way into this serene worldo 

It is the sourrl of man. 

,.., 15 ,.., 

• • 

Thanksgiving Prayer 

Bless this food Lord , of 

which we 0re about to partake , 

in remembrance of Christ, 

for his Name 0 s sake. 

The food is plentiful. 

The food is blessed. 

We remember and praise the Lord , 

for His love caressed • • •  

the people of this earth. 

In His love , there'll be rebirth . 
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CONVERSATION WITH DEAN THULIN • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  PART II 

Richard Thulin was installed on September 29 as dean of Gettys�g 
Lutheran Seminary. This is the secorrl installment of a two-part interview 
with Table Talk . 

Reflections on the Seminary 1 

"I think the school is at a very exciting time in its life. A number of 
senior faculty have retired, arrl others have left for one reason or another. 
We have younger faculty now with us. 

"We are looking for at least three peopleo There are three searches going 
_ _  on for two systematicians arrl somebody in church and society. That hasn't started 
yet , but it will. There also is a declared vacancy in Old Testament. That 
search will begin as soon as money is available to furrl it.  We're at the point , 
at the moment , looking for four people. 

"We are in the process of faculty redevelopment which, in part , sets 
the tone of this seminary arrl its education for the future. The seminary 
calls somebody with the hope that this person is not just a risk, that 
this person will be durable , that this per son will stay here , that this person 
will develop into a fine teacher arrl a fine scholar.  (Search committees) 
pull people with the intention of looking down the road for the next 10 or 
20 years . 

"We have been talking more an:l more over the last years with our 
sister seminary in Philadelphia. There is what's  cal.led a joint planning 
council formed by the two schools to talk about closer cooperation between 
these two institutions. 

"Over the swnmer, there were at least two meetings . I have since met 
with their deano Things are being thought about as possibilities . I t  could 
be a joint academic calerrlar, for example. This would make possible for 
students at Gettysburg • • •  to take a semester in Philadelphia, or somebody 
in Philadelphia to take a semester in Gettysburg. 

•�t al.so would make more possible now for an exchange between 
professors o There are cases when somebody goes on sabbatical. here. 
We would probably first turn to Philadelphia and see if one of 
the professors can teach for us. 

"We 0re talking about the possibility of joint graduate programs , 
of a joint STM program, arrl of a joint doctorate in ministry program, 
which we did have at one time in Gettysburg. We don't offer the doctorate 
in ministry anymore, but we'll be in conversation to offer that once again 
with Philadelphia. 

"Philadelphia also may cooperate with us in the House of Studies in 
Washington. Meanwhile, they are investigating the possibility of starting 
a House of Studies in New York, or possibly at Hartford , Conn. , in which 
we may join with them in that or offering degrees in what are being cal.led 
satellite communities . We're well aware that students • • •  just can't pack 
up arrl go to seminary for three years o This is being faced by every 
denomination in the country. More arrl more, seminaries are talking about 
making theological. education accessible to students where they are. 
Washington, in a way, is our attempt to do that local.Iy o We have eight 
Lutheran seminaries but there are vast sections of the country that are 
not touched or affected .  
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one looks at what the task force of theological education of the EWA 
ing to present to the church in 1993 , they are looking toward a 

stering of seminaries . Seminaries will be clustered or assigned to one another 
work, produce programs within certain regions of the church . 

"While this has not been said, it seems to be that Gettysburg an:l 
Philadelphia are aJ.ready moving far ahead of other schools o It will be very 
natural, if this is approved, for Philadelphia and Gettysburg to be a cluster. 
The joint plannl.ng council is envisioning a future in which Philadelphia an:l 
Gettysburg will be partners , together wl th Regions 7 am 8 of the church, 
working together with them in mission am theological education in the 
northeastern United States . "  

Future Direction of the EICA :  

"It' s  silly for any in:lividuaJ. to say what is the vision of the EICA. 
But I do have one. The church , within the next two years, will decide on two 
things . First , what0s the shape of ministry, whether or not we0re going to 
have ordination just for parish ministry, or whether we0re going to ordain 
deacons , an:l so forth . We're going to have an order of deacons or ordained 
deacons . That has to be decided . That 0 s one big item. 

''The other i tern is this whole task force proposal on theological 
education. I think the church is holding before us • • •  a direction related 
to ministry an:l theological education. One of the interesting things 
is that theological education is being defined now by the church not as 
education just for those preparing for professional ministry within the 
church. They're calling it theological education from cradle to grave, 
theological education for the baptized , theological education for lay 
leadership, theological education for lay professionals, theological 
education for ordain�d people , theological education an:l continuing 
education for all of those people. 

"In order not to duplicate resources , each seminary may have not 
only a Master of Divinity program, but be asked to specialize within 
a certain areao 

"The church is trying to make theological education accessible . 
They are expa:rrling the perimeters of theological education. The phrase 
they are using in the report is 0do more , with less . 0 In a time of 
diminishing financial resources , we are trying to firrl a way to be 
responsible to the mission of the church in education with a really 
reduced income . "  

• 

The Edge of Time 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

• 

To praise the Lord in this little rhyme o 

Hark ye trwnpets, sound forth the song 0 
Of the coming of Christ on the edge of time, 

All shall down before the King, 
In whose almighty praise we sing o 

Father, Son, Holy Spiri�, the Three, 
We shall worship an:l praise till eternity. 

Christ died on the cross to forgive our sinso 
Be willing, faithful, open your hearts and let Him in. 
You 0 11 know when He 0 s there. He 0 11 let you knowo 
For your reward is Heaven, an everlasting soul . 

�,i 
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PROSE FROH THE PRES 

Well , here  we are in the f i r s t  f ew weeks o f  the second h a l f  of  
the f a l l  seme s t er and it seems as  though we j u s t  got  s t arted ! Last  
month I w e lcomed you and now we see l eaves f a l l ing rapidly and f e e l  
the n i p  i n  the a i r  - maybe , j u s t  maybe , Thanksgiving and Chr i s tmas 
are j us t  around the corner . Mow hold on j us t  a minute ; that ' s  
rushing i t  a b i t  too f as t . Okay , you ' re righ t , i t ' s  a l i t t l e  early  
to have you  packing up f or the Chris tmas break ; however , i t ' s  never 
too early to talk about Thanksgiving - thanksgiving for all our 
b l e s s i ngs . For some of us j u s t  g etting by the mid-terms may have 
been seen as  a b l e s s ing . For other s , the entire process here  a t  LTSG 
is a b l e s s ing . We are b l essed w i t h  an environmen t  conducive t o  
l earnin g ;  qua l i f i ed prof e s s or s , opportunit ies  t o  t e s t  our though ts 
and ideas in  a s a f e  academic s e t t ing , and a chance to reveal and work 
qn our growing edges ( CPE i s  always with u s ) . 

Today I was scanning through o l d  issues  of Table Talk and I 
notice that each c l a s s  year had s ome speci f i c  controvers i a l  topic 
which occupied the major i ty o f  the pub l ication . These r anged f r om 
the protes t o f  our mi l i tary involvement in the Republ i c  o f  South 
Vie tnam to inc l usive l anguage i s sues . Today we are not  a t  war , the 
arms race i s  not a f ront page head l i ne , our concerns about Rus s i a  
have been reduced , w e  have j u s t  elec ted a new Presiden t , and usua l l y  
mos t  of us use inclusive l anguage i n  c l ass  and when w e  take our turn 
at presiding in chape l . Again , I was reminded of how blessed  we are . 

I ' m not saying that we are  wi thout probl ems and concerns . What 
I am saying i s  that we have a heal thy c l imate in which we can addre s s  
our concerns . One o f  the pos i t ive aspects of this  i s  t h e  r ecent 
meeting o f  the Sys tematics  Search Comm i t tee w i t h  repre sentatives  of 
the Student Systematics  Interview Commi ttee , where the s tudent 
concerns were heard and discus sed , resul t ing in sound deci s ions which 
inc luded your input . The entire  s tudent body was served we l l  by the 
ext ensive and comprehensive work of your s tudent commit tee and the 
subsequent dialogue with the search committee  concerning s tudent 
per cept ions and concl us ions . Also , we have developed a pos i tive 
channel of communi c ations wi th  the f acul ty thr ough the S tudent
Facul ty Relat ions Committee  which mee ts on the third Monday o f  each 
month . P l e ase  see the  minutes  o f  these meet ings as they are posted . 

I take this  oppor tunity  to remind you that this is your 
pub l i c a t ion in  which you can voice  your opini ons wi thout censor or 
fear of re tr ibution . I f e e l  tha t all ar t i c l e s  should be in  good 
taste  so far as expl e tives are concerned ( Hugh Hefner is not on our 
payrol l ) .  I would also  remind you that the S t udent Assoc i a t ion 
Council  meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month in the 
Library Lecture Room at 1 2 : 50 pm to 1 : 50 pm and you are  welcome to 
a t t end . I f  you prefer you may pass your concerns to the Counc i l  via  
your class  r epresentatives or any  other  e le c ted member . 

Thank you for  your cont i nued suppor t and posi tive a t t i tude . I f  
you have any ques tions or comments please  contact  your c l a s s  o f f icers  
or  see me direc t l y . Have a s a f e  and Happy Thanksgiving ! 

Peace and health  . . . 

Bruce Wi lder 
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A LEVIATHAN AMONG US : 
L i f ter Brad .  Dayett , f i rst-year , takes second in  

U n i ted S tates Weight l ift ing Tournament 

by 
Lew Messinger 

Brad Dayett , a first-year seminarian at Gettysburg , placed 
second in his  weight-class in the Gettysburg Open/Middle Atlantic 
Cup competi tion held at  Gettysburg Col l ege 6n Saturday , October 3 1 .  

Brad , weighing in  at  1 98 lbs . , completed 5 of his 6 l ifts  
succes sful l y . He  l i f ted 1 1 2 . 5  kg . ( 2 4 7  l bs . ) in  the " Snatch" li f t ,  
that which requires the lifter to move the weight from the f l oor to 

· above his  head in one single motion . He lif ted 1 2 7 . 5  kg . ( 2 80  l bs . ) 
in  the "C lean & Jer k "  l i f t ,  that which requires the l i f ter to squat , 
bring the weigh t to his shoulders , then thrus ting i t  above his head . 
Balance and proper l i f ting techniques is  integra l  in  l if ting such 
massi�e amounts of weight in a mat ter  of seconds . While  none of his 
l i f t s  were his persona l  bests , he did qua l i f y  for the American Open 
to be held i n  Louisianna . 

I n  Saturday ' s  tournament ,  men between the ages of 1 7  and 5 1  
competed in  this olympic-style weigh t l i fting tournament . Brad lif ted 
i n  the 1 8 1 - 1 9 8 weight-class . He ' s  been l i f ting in the United States 
Weight l i f ti ng Federation* since 1 9 8 9 . Across America , there may only 
be a tota l of 2 5 0 0  wei ghtli fters ! 

Lif ter Daye t t ,  son of Wal ter and Lois Dayett of Li ttlestown , 
is  a graduate of Littles town High School where he wres tled and was 
a shot-putter for the track & f ie ld team . He is a 1 9 9 2  graduate 
of Penn S tate University where he majored in  rehabilitation services 
education ( concerned with drug , a l cohol and rela ted counsell ing ) .  In  
col lege , Brad placed second i n  his  weight-class a t  the 1 9 9 1  Na tional 
Col legiate Weight l i ng Meet . 

Brad is on the M . Di v .  Track and a ttends St . Paul ' s  Lutheran 
Church in  Harney , MD . Congratulations on Saturday ' s  performance 
Brad . Good luck and a l l  our best for future success ! 

*under the United States Olympic Commit tee 
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