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iab1� ia1h. is published monthly by students at the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg. The views and opinions expressed here do not 
necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the editorial staff, the student 
association, or the seminary. 

ici.bl� ici.lk , 61 NW Confederate Avenue, Gettysburg, PA 17325 

Publications Committee 

Jeannine Sanford 
Mark Bernecker 
Steve Fiechter 
Sara Peterson 

Greetings from the Publications Committee, 

Easter Greetings! 

This month we have an exciting variety of articles availiable 
for your perusal. Once again we would like to thank all of 
you who have contributed to this issue. Mike Reed has written 
a neat article about the history of the Old Dorm. Mary Admundson 
has written two articles that offer useful information for our 
ministries. Special thanks to Tamara Riegel for her continued 
work on Bookmarks. There are many other interesting things 
in this issue but we won't spoil it for you .....•• 

Until May, 
The Publications Committee 

P.S. Attention Seniors! The May issue will offer a chance for 
you to submit your work ... articles, goodbyes, a class will?? 



On the Hill: If the Walls Could Talk 
by Mike Reed 

(This is the first of a series of articles about the history behind our buildings here on our beautiful 
campus at Gettysburg.) 

<tU ilorm 

ill 11 r fj 1111, r ru II ill l1ru 1n yi rat § rm i 11 ar!J at �r tt 11uh II ry rn mm r11 r r h 11µrrati1111u 1111 
11,r firnt illuruha!J i11 §rµtrmhrr ill 1R21i. :§amurt :§. §rlp1111rkrr mau aµi111i11trh au 
firnt µrnf ruunr nf t11r :§rmi11ar!J. .Jnr t11r firut f rm 11rarn t11r 11r111i11 ar11 nµrratrh 11111 
11f t11r Ahanrn (!!.111111l!J Aruhr11111. 111111 rJa1rnrn11m auh lihrur11 mrrr lpnrnrh l1rrr. illl1r 

· :§rmi11aq1 hih 11111 111u11 t11i11 h11ilM11y auh it mau 1111hrrut1111h frnm t11r hryi1111i11y t11al 
tl1iu m1111lh hr a tr111µ11rar!J lpnur f 11r t11r :§r111i11ur!J 1111lil a µrrma11r11t l11rati1111 rnulh 
hr urrnrrh. 

At 11,r firut mrrtiuy nf t11r tinarh nf Ilirrrtnru in (!)rtt1111h11ry 1111 :§rµtrmhrr 
:i. 1R21i, u rnmmittrr muu uµµ11i11trh "111 urlrrt 1111ituhlr uitru fur 11,r rMfirr11 11f 11,r 
§rmi11uq1." illl1r rnmmittrr mau ururr t1rarh frnm uyui11 . Nn rqrnrt mau rurr 
uuhmittrh. 

i!l 1H2!1. 11, r �rmi11ar11 t1ah yrnm 11 uuh 111r urrh f nr a llit r auh h11ilhi11y It rrumr 
iurrrui.;inttl!l apµarrut. A 11rm rnmmittrr mai.; aµi111i11lrh tn t11r i.;amr lai.;lt au t11r 
rnmmittrr nf 182li. illl1iu 11r111 rnmmittrr muu nlllrr prnhurtiur t11a11 t11r taut. ffil1q1 
rlprnr t11r rihyr, 1111r mi1r mrul nf t11r rrulrr nf 11111111. 111l1irl1 mr h11 11m all :%ir111i11aq1 
fRihyr au t11r 11r111 uitr. illl1r tinarh uµµrnurh t11iu rrrnm111ruhuti1111 i11 .!RU!l nf u::in. 

]11 .!RU!l nf Ul2!1 a rnmmittrr muu ui1µ11i11trh "tn i1rnrnrr hraflll fur a :§r111i11aq1 
rhifirr." !iihr t11r firul rnmmittrr Ul1µ11i11lrh 111 fi11h a uitr. ti/iii rnmmittrr 
arrnmµlii.;l1rh 1111 tl1i11u. ]11 ©rl11hrr nf 1t1r uumr !Jrur. Dr. §rlp1111 rhrr \11i11rh 11/iU 
rn 111 111 i It r r a 11 D It !I 11, r u µ r i 11 y II f 1H :: 11 a hr u i y 11 111 au l' r ru ru l r D t 11 11, r Jfo a r h f II r ii u 
aµµrnual. 

illl1iu hruittll muu h!I Arrl/ilrrt Nirtp,tuu t)irrrr nf (!lt1amhrruh11q1 mill/ 
u11ut1rulit111i.; frnm Dr. %irlp1111rhrr. illl1iu h11ilDi11y 11111u 111 hr nf hrirh. a rnlnuiul 
hruiyu. 11,rrr tilnriru IJiyl/ 111itl1 a huur111r11I. uuh muu tn hr nur lp111 hrrh f rrt l1111 tt h!I 
f11rt11 frrl mihr. 

• illl1r iuarh uµprnurh 1hr hruittll auh a h11ilhi11tt rnmmittrr mai.; f11r111rh ln "it;i.;11 r 
1iprrifiruti1111 u uuh i.;rrnrr hi�ll." .!Ur. :t}irrrr wai.; umarhr� t11r rnulrarl fur t11r 11r111 
l111i1Di11u al u (lltil uf $7,7:tll.llJI. illl1r h11ilhi11y fllllllllrllfr� ut nurr. m1,r rnrurrnl1111r 
f nr t11r urm h11il�ill!J muu luih 1111 illu11 21i, llDl. 

ll11 1ihr t11r rn111111ittrr
0

ll rrllµ1111uihlr fur tl1r h11il�i11n. t11r h11i1Di11tt iturlf 
µrnttrruurh ut u ruµih µurr. �1111r 111 1111llp1 frnm 111r lu!lilltl nf t11r rnrnrrul11 11r. t11r 
h11ilDi11y tllUl.i 1111hrr runf u11h i11 tl1r :§11111111rr nf UD2 ii IIIUti full!J rnmplrlrh arrnrhilltl 
tn t11r µlu11i.;. illl1r h11ilhi11u mall rrah!J for 11ur hryi1111i11y 111itl1 t11r fall lrrm nf lll:l2. 

ffit1r :§tr1uarh liurh ill 11,r hui.;r111r11t. ]11 t11r 11 t11rr 111111 rumµlrlrh ulHriru 11,rrr 
mrrr: 111111 lrrturr rnnnrn. t11r lihrur!J. "filhrni11 1mq1 1lalt" (au U1rnr111hl!J rnnm) uuh 
h11rn1il11r11 arru111111 11huti11 111J fur t11r tmr11t11 u111hr11lu in altruhuurr ul 11,r timr. illl1r 
f11rui11IJi11yu mrrr µrnui�rh h!J i11Mui�11all.i auh h!I ru11nrqtuti111113 in t11r urra. 

illl1r tinurh rrµnrlrh tn t11r �rurrul §!ptnh t11u1 1t1r urm h11ilhi1t!,I "rxl1ihitl.i u 
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pr11 1 1il  1 1 1 1 1 11 11 1 1 1r1 1J 11 f  J 11 r  l i h rra l i t!] uuil  zrul  1 1f t 11 r  li1 1 t 11 rra11 <!l lp1rrl1_. _ 1 11 Ji r 11 111 11 J r  a 11 
r u l i u t, irnril ril 11 r a l i 11 11 11 f  J lp1i.;r mlp1 arr 1 11 lruh 11 11 J 11 r  lprnti.; 11 f  J 11 r  li 11 r il  uya i 1 1i.;J l l1 r  
r 11 r 11 1 i ru 11 f  J 1 1r J ru J 11 uu i t  h i  i 11 JJrimu." 1trnm t l1 r  nq1 11 l u  a t 1q.1 J 11 r  h n i l il i 1t tt 11 11r  
rnnlil urr J 11 r  u1 1rrn11 1 1ili 1 1y h ra1 1 1 !J 11 f  J 11 r  µrurrful  rn 11 11 t r11u iilr .  

ID11 r inn  t 11 r  <!liu i l  Illar. uprr ifi ra l l !J t 11 r  lfo J J l r o f  Qh1t 11 i.;h 11q1. J 11 r  g,rminar11 
.p 1 a !l r il u It r !I rn I r. 

.. 
W l1 r § r 111 i II a I'll a II il iii; ru 11 q1 11 u. il r Di ra J r il J II J 11 r ll ll q, 11 i.; r i.; 11 .•: 

l• rurr au il u 11 11 il 111 i l l  a 111 11 11u mru .  t1uil rrrr iuril  u t rrr ih l r  hup l i 1m1 11 f  f i r r  u u il  h l 11 11 il. 
(!i)Jil ID 11 r 111 �uai.; rrntral  i 11 J 11 r  §r1 11 i 11a r!J

0

u part  11 f  J 11 r  <!l iu i l  lllar. 
�rurral !111f 11 r il  11 f  t l1 r  ll11i 11 11 Arn1 11 mau J 11 r  f i rut 1 11 u ii.; i t  J 11 r  nq1 11 l u  11 11 J 11 r  

t u µ  11 f  ® l il  !ln rm.  JJ!rnm t 11h, uautaur ll ll in t  I1 r uam t 11 r  uiluan r r  1 1 f  t 1 1r <!l 11 11 f rilrra t r  
t rn uµi.; frnm t 11 r  mrut. Jar ulu11 i.;um iR lp1 ilru' il iu iu i 11 11 u uil  I11 1r!t 'i.; rnqrn u iluunr i un  
11µ 11 11 I1 i 111 f r11 111 t 11 r  1111rt11. At  11 nr r  Buforil ilrurruilril t 11 r  r1qr1 1 la u u il  h ryu11 D i rr r l i 1t tt 
i 1, r f i  !.I ,, t i  II !.! 11 f 1, i Ii ll 111 u 1 1  Jl i \I i ll i ti II u !.I u i II u 1 t 11 r II II Ill r rn II u i II ti u Jl r rn. 

§ 11 11 11 �ru rntl iRqp1 11 l llli upprnur l1 ril  from J 11 r  u 11 1 1 t l1 111 i 1 l1 r r inf  11 r r rmrnti; iur 
!l11f 11 ril. All 1i 11 J1 11 uu iRr !) 1t 11 1 ilu rrurliril Qht t !]uh1 1qt .  t i r  rntlr  1 11 J 11 r  :%ir1 11 i 11a r!J u 1 111  
au r r 1111 r II t 11 r rn p 11 I u u 1 11 1 1  r r 1 11 11 It u r ru r t 11 r It u 1 1 1  r. iH 1 1  r II r II l.i 11 11 11 j 11 i 1 1  r 11 1, i 111 u 1 1  ti 1w 11 11 
l lF!I t1rurru t1rt1 unu i 11 u 11 11 mrut  D irrr t l !J 1 11 t l /r frn 11 1  11 i t l1 r  ha t t l r .  mru l  11 i  t 11 r  
§r1 1 1 i 1 1ur!J - iR r 11 11 11 J t11J nrr iurtl  u ul1aqrulp1 11 1 r r'i.; hn l lr t  i 11 t 11 r  hnt i 11 u 1 1 11 fr l l  tlrutl. W t1 r  
ll11i 11 11 J rt1 1 1lrn mrrr 111 11 1111 1 11 h rrril u1 111 f 1 1rrrt1 1 11 rr lrru t .  ffi t1 r  §rmimt r!J ma i.; 1111 111 i n  
Ql. 11 11 irt1rra l r  t1a 11 t11L Wl1 r  r 1q1 11 lu  mau 11 11m 1 rnrh h!J �rurra l  trr 'u u i tlru. 

ffil1r §r11 1 i 11aq1 h 1 1 i lt1 i 11 tt1i u 11 11  yrn1111t11.i mrrr part 11 i  t l1 r  (!1 11 11 i rilrralr1.i
0 

l i u r  11 i  
t1rfrt1!.ir. Au  u rr!.in l t  J 11 r  h 1 1 i l t1 i 1 1 t1u mrrr rxp 11urt1 1 11 JJ! rt1rral tl llll!i. ® 1 11  ID 11 r1 1 1 °1i 111 a J J 1; 
mrrr p r11rl raJ rt1 h !J ru11 11 11 11 ha l l u  u 1 111 t 11 r  111 i 11 t111 111u mrrr ul1a t t r rrt1 h !J h n l l rl ll. N 11 rurr 
mau l u h ru 111 i t l1 t l1 r  i 1 1 l rr i 11 r  f1 1ru it; l1 i 11nu u 1 111 t 11 r  l1 11 i l Di 1 1n 111a 1J i i l l r tl 111 i t l1 J 11 r  11ru t1 u1 1 11 
D!J i 11n .  W t1r i l 11 11rn mrrr p rrnw11 r 11 t 1 11 u tui 1 1r t1 111 i t l1 h l 11 11 11 .  Wt 1r 11rail mrrr hur i ril  11 11 
l l1 r  �rmi 11ar!J yrn11 1 1 ilr. n1 1rr11 1 1 11 t1 i 11 u  1 1, r  ®lil ID11rn1. ffi l1r ir 1 1 rrll u 1 1 il tta rilrui; mrrr 
ilru1 11 l iul 1ril . W l1r 1 1 1 1r t 11 ral.it tta h l r  rurnrr 11 i  J 11 r  ©111  Durm 1uu1.i h l ,111111 U IIIU !l - ffi t1 rrr  
muu u l t; 11 a rra r h  in  l l1 r  rxt rr i 11 r  11 11 r r  1111 11 ut 11 r i ru i ll l ru tt l l / .  Af trr  1 1/ r  hu l l l r. t 11 r  
(!}) t il  D11rn1 rn 11 1 i 11 1 1ril 1 11 h r  111.iril U!J a Jprnpi ta l  f n r  l l1 r  111 11 11 1 1 t1ril frnu, h 11 t 11 a rmiri.;  f 11 r  
Ill II II ti/ l.i I JI fll 111 I' . 

m 1, r § r Ill i II a q I Ill a l.i il r II a \j I a I r ti a II ti Ill JI 11 1' !I 1, a ti I II It r i II 11 11 ti I JI 

11r rruuar!1 rq,a iru .  W l1r 1;11111 n f  $2.: :4ti . l ll 111ai.; i; rrnrrtl fnr l lf i ti p1 1rp 111.ir. 
mah r I I/ r 
Wl1r 111 11 r h  
lu h n r  a 1 1 11  1 1 f  rqra i r in tt 1 1/ r  h n i l Di nn  i11· 11 nrr1;i.;ril urr!J 1.il 11 111 l !J 11 11 1 i 1 t tt 1 11 J l, r  J a rh  11 f  

matrr iu l !:l .  Dr. �rlp11 11 r h rr. I1i 111 1; r l f. HHll.i iorrril 1 11 i.; nprru i!.ir t l1 r  rq,u irn. 
Wl1 r  11 11 r l l1ra 1i l  rurnrr 11 f  t 11 r  h 1 1 i J D i 11 u  lllUl.i tuh rtt illllll ll U ll tl rrh 1 1 i l t .  m 1, r  lpt l r!.i 

i ll t li r  111a l l 1i nr rrr rr-h r i rh r tl u 11 il t 11 r  i 1 1 l rr i 11 r  lllUll l lp1 rt1 11 ttl/l!I 11 rr 11 h h r t1  a 1 1il  rrpui 11 l r t1. 
W I1 r  ir1 1rrll 111 rrr 111 r1 1 t1 r t1 a 1 1 11 t 11 r  �ta rt1r1 rn rrplu11 l r t1. 

(!)11 A11�1 111.i l  l il .  1 !1 1 : l .  a i.;rurrr  t lp11111rr a 1 1il  l i ttl1 t 11 i 11 tt 1i l 11 r 111 n1 11u nr t1 t lJ r  arra .  
W t1 r  rtqlllla 1111 ©lil tl1 1r 111 111a 1; I / i i  h!J l i tt l1 t 1 1 i 1 1n a 1 1 11 11 11ml  il ,1111 11 1 11 t 11 r  orrh .  <.9 11 11 
mn i;t I1aur  hrr 11 u111 i l i 11n 11 11 t 1 1r §r111 i 11ar!J. h r rum;r t h r  f lamru 1il1qrpr il a t  t 11at p 11 i 11 t .  
W t1 r  rq1 i m mriliu lr l !t mrut 11 1 1 I . h !J 13ru rrul 11 f  tlprnr 111lp1 lpttl lipru t  llta ll!l !J run.1 1 1 1 1Jlrr 
t 11 i li il 11 111 r. 1 11 r r µ I u r r i 1 .  18 !I 1 1/ r ll li r II f tt l1 11 I II tt nt p I /  Ii a 1 1  il u I I  u r r t1 i I r r  1 I l l  Ip, iia i tl 
llprr ia l  u t t r 11 t i l1 1 1  1 11 ilr tu i l .  u 11rm rn p 11 lu  mai.; ru 1rn trnr!rt1  mi t lp1 11 t tlr la!I a 1 1il  (!)J 11 fil11 r 111 
mui.; rrll lorril 1 11 i l ll 11 ri � i 11al upµrurunrr .  

] 1 1  1 !ID u f i f l  i r 1 11 r ru I I  i 11 11 111 au l1 r I ti i 1 1  (I) r 1 1  !I 1i h I I  q1 f I I  r u I I I Ip, ti r 111 Ip, f 11 11 �• l ,i 
in t l1 r  iu111 11 11i.;  hu t l l r .  Nrurl 11 l1u lf  11 f a 111 i l l i 11 11 il1 1 1 Juru 111 r rr  1ipru l h!I t 11 r  t1 11 11 rrn11 1r1 1 1  



f 11r t1 1is affair. OOut u f  t 11ts. · 1 1, r  &rminary rrrriurh a pnrl inu ali rnmpr1rnati11 11 f nr 
itli µart in t �r  rru11i1111. ID�ht nurnry mas usrh tn rrrrt a "Jrarr J nrtirn" nu t11r 
mrlit liihr uf t 11 r  00th llnrm. ]t mas srmi-rirrutar ht st,apr. hr iug  snµµnrtrh h!J liix 
llnrir  rnhtlllll!L m1,r hrnnzr  µtat r JIii 1 1, r  .pnrt irn rrah: "wtns Jnrlirn ht a Jrarr 
�rm11rial  C!111111111r nrnrati 11 g  t 1 1r  Jiftirt t, .Anuiurrnary nf t 1 1r  iat t lr  . .A.11.rnn." IDl1r 
%irmiuary 1 1nm farrh t11r hat t lrfirlh aurnnr (Brut C!11111f r hrra tr  .Aurunr) auh  m4at t1ah 
11 urr hrru t11r hark 11f t11r &rmtuary ma11 1wm tt1r fnrnl. "]t mali t1 igl1 ty  apµrnµriatr 
t11at t1 1r nth \,rlprnt of tt1r µrnµt1rt11' mi t t, i tli mrliuagr nf  uu i urnmt grarr auh 
uu iurnmJ µrarr utprnlh  farr  m rlitmarh au mrII  au rautmarh auh  t 11at t11r u irm frnm 
tl 1r  nq111ta. l ikr t 1 1r  hnmr 11urrl1rah. ulpmth  liprrah t u murh t 1 1r  %iu11t 11 a11 mrII  au t l1 r  
N 11r1l1 auh  Iulit uuh  Brlit." (IDl1 r halir u f  11,r Jrurr :t)urtirn utiJI  rrmaiuu t uhuuJ 

JJu  t 1 1r  rarly 1 !14JJ
°

u i t  muli uµµarrut t11ut t11r ®th Ilttrm muu a "Jlrry 00th 
· ilurm." lt muu nurh rn11 t i 11 11 11 11utu fur 1111r lp111hrrh unh trn urarn. ]t t1ah uuffrrrh 

ururrr utru r tnral  humugr'3 in t11r iuttlr nf  o;rttyuhnrg. u 11h mu11 1wm in  hirr nrrh 11f 
rrpa i r. Jlt mau uufi t  tn n111111 in anh  mau fiuaJiy rnuhrmurh fur 1rnr a'3 a h11rmit 11r!J 
ijj f1r  1ptrliti1111 1111m anrnr nf  ml1ut 1 11 h11 mi 1 11 ii. -§lp111lh i t  h r  rrmohrJrh 11r t 11 ru 
h11m 11 rnmµtrtr ty? 

JJt ma11 hrr ihrh t11ut t11r u trurtnrr r 11n lh  11111 uta11h t 1 1r  rn1rntrurl i1111 uf u 
firrpn111f intrrinr unh  t11ut J11r rn!31 nf  rr11111 hrl i1 1g m 11 11 lh  hr  grratrr t11an t 11ut uf u 
rnmptrtr ty nrm. muhrru hu i lhiug. lrJu rluutly. i t  mau hrrihrh t11at t 11 r  hni lh iug t1uh 
Ill gu.  

l} trali 1 11 liaur  t 1 1r  hui lh iug hrguu 1 1 1  µnnr iu fr11111 al11 11 1 1 1 i .  t11ual t11t 11 rra11li, uuh 
� istnrirnl unr ir t iru. Wl1r  hr11111l i t i 11 11 mau ru l lrh  uff. Wl1r h 1 1 i lhi11g ut1111h rmp1!J 1111 t i l  
l !l :i !l .  lly t11iu t imr t11r mullli mrrr rrumhl iug. ]t mau at  1lli!l t imr 111at t 1 1r  inarh 
11f Ilirrrtnrn rrrriurh a µrt i l inu from 11,r C!1it iz r11u· Q1 11111 111i t trr  nf t 11 r  t 11m 11 nf 
(!;r1t!J1>h1t rg. rrµrr!lr1t t i 11y  1 1,r .Ahunrn C!11111 1 1ty 11lililnrirul -§nrir l!) anh tt 1r C!1iui l  Blur 
iR 11111 1h Wahlr. Wl1r ir  µrnµ,rnul 111 t11r ilirrrtnru llHlli tu rrut 1 1, r  hu i lh iny tn t11rm fur 
a 1111mi 11at r l1argr auh  fur a t 111 1g trrm a!l a l, tatnriral uitr. Wl1r  ili rrrl 11 rn ayrrrh auh  
tt, r h 11 i l  h i  1 1  y ma  a l r au r h t 11 t11 rm f II r !1!1 !J r a rn at a rn li I II f $1.  

Wt1r .Ahuurn C!1111111ty 11lhl1 11riral  §11r ir l!J f 111111h fnuhu 1 11 utahi l izr  t 1 1r hauir 
lll ru rturr. rrhuilh t l1 r  rrumhl iug nmtlpurlll rnrurr. rrul11rr t 11 r  rrut 1 1f t 1 1r rxlrri 11r. auh 
rr11111hrl J11r i1rnihr 1 11 arrrµl t1 itH11rirut  rxl/ ih i tll. Wl1ili ill lp1111 mr k1111m t 1 1r ®lh illnrm 
tnhuy .  

(All quotes for this article have been taken from The Gettysburg Seminary, Vol I: 
History by Abdel Ross Wentz.) 
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The Chaplain's office and the Social Action Committee have been sponsoring GateKeeper 
seminars th is sememster. The goaJ of these seminars has been to equip future ministry leaders 
to serve as a gatekeepers - links between people with specific problems and the resources 
avaJlable both Inside and outside the church. The most recent seminar addressed t he Issue of 
Alzheimers, Dementia & Decline. 

The speaker began by reminding us that Alzhelmers Is only one of many braJn disorders and the 
term "dementia" Is a more encompassing term of what may happen as people age. The may 
happen Is Important to remember. Dementia Is not an automatic part of get ting older. I t  ls a 
brain disease that Is slow acting. There are about 50 types of demenlta under the general t itle. 
Alzhelmers Is a linear brain d isease. meaning t he decline occurs In a continuous way. An 
Alzhelmers diagnoses can only be made through autopsy or the process of elimination. Other 
brain diseases are "stair-stepped" meaning a sympton may develop and the person wlll live with 
t hat symptom for a long t ime before another symptom of decline occurs. Parkinson's disease 
doesn't begin wHh symptoms of dementia, but t hey may occur In late stages of t he Illness. 

I t  Is a chaJlenge lo get an accurate diagnoses because there are some types of dementia that are 
reversible. Depression often manifests some of the same symptoms as early dementia. Drugs can 
create similar symptoms If a person Is gtven the wrong dosage. Is mlxlng one kind of drug with 
another, or the symptoms may J ust be side effects from a drug. A chemicaJ lmbaJance. 
Inadequate nutrition. a heart or lung problem which Is restricting the amoun t  of oxygen getting 
to the brain, all of these can create symptoms of dementia. When It Is supspected that a person 
Is su ffering from dementia. our speaker recommened that t he person be seen by a number of 
medical speclaJist: an Internist. psychiatrist, neurologist. etc. 

When other posslblit les have been ruled out and dementia Is suspected t here are a number of 
th ings to look for and expect. I n  generaJ. over the long term a person forgets everything: t heir 
motor skil ls. how lo eat. dress. social sklUs, t heir name. the date. their loved ones. etc. A person 
with dementia Is still prone to other Illnesses like cancer and some medical problems w1II be 
more likely (e.g. bed sores. pneumnla). Nutri t ion deficiency and dehydration are also concerns. 
There Is the potential for menlaJ heaJth Issues like paranoia and violent behavior Is also a 
posslblity. 

Init ially. because the disease starts slowly and progresses slowly there Is orlen denial on t he 
part of the person who Is sick. They may begin to limit their worlcl (going out less. culling back 
on activity. etc.) which makes I t  harder lo not ice symptoms. haracterlstlcs of th is stage Include 
short-term memory loss (day. month .  what they had for breakfast .  where they put the car 
keys.etc.) not knowing how lo get back home. being forgetful! of lime and place. and having 
dlfficulully doing a Job they have done for years. Behavlourly they may over-react: going Into a 
rage. having a short-temper. depression. lack of energy or sponlanaHy. 

As the d isease progresses t he will develop a loss of articulation often speaking of "that thing 
and th is thing". They will be unable how understand how things work and w1II engage In  
repetitious behaviours like folding the laundry. Some people may experience t he "su ndowners" 
syndrome where their behavior gets exaccerbated when t he sun goes down (greater agttalon. 
Impatience. etc.) .  This may be helped by having Increased light on In the house around sun
down, thus prolonging the day and posl-ponlng the behavior changes. 

In  the final stage..§ a peson may experience stgnlncant weight loss. loss of their ability to speak 
and loss of bladder and bowl control. In addition they will lose t he capacity to learn new things. 
Once they get their clothes on they will t hen begin to take t hem off. Often t his behavior Is 
visually cued and so putt ing clothes on someone that buttons up the back can break the c-ycle. 
They may also be only right or left sidedly cued. for example only eating food on the lerl side of 
their plate. They may be hyperactive or Inactive. In either case t he behavior will move to the 
extreme. Famllar visual cues can help them function longer. For example having t he toilet being 



the first thing one sees when one goes Into the bathroom means that a person Is more llkely to 
remember what they went In their for. It aJso helps If the person's world becomes more narrow 
so that Ufe Is very predictable. confined and slmple. 

As the disease progresses care for the person becomes Increasingly demanding. In some ways It 
Is "llke" a physlcaJ. mentaJ process back to the stale of Infancy. But In many ways It ls not. The 
person In decllne Is an adult ,  not an Infant. And although the care needs for this person 
becomes more and more Uke the care needs of an Infant .  the relationship. way of talking. etc. 
should reflect & respect that the person Is an adult .  There Is a tendency to see a person with 
demenUaJ as Incompetent. It may be true that the person Is less able to care for themselves. but 
care must be taken not lo de-humanize them I t  Is Inappropriate to speak as If the person Is not 
In their presence. The persons need for splrllual care and nurture must aJso be remembered. 

As the person with dementia declines the family or caretaker also has needs. It Is a very "grlef
ful" experience for loved ones as they watch the a parent or a spouse become more and more 

. remote. Des pile some of the myths that most people surTerlng from dementia are In nursing 
homes. famllles tend lo provide the most care. Nlether medl-care or lnsurace pays for very much 
because they pre-dominantly cover Illness that people recover from. After diagnoses a person 
can live for 2- 1 5  years. Care for them Is custodial because there are no cures or therapy. The 
disease Is Irreversible and Incurable. 

The needs of the care� tend lo be the opposite of the needs of the patient .  As the patient Is 
confined the family needs lo get out. Frequently though t he caregiver. like an aging spouse Is 
also homebound. As the patient needs less social contact the care giver needs more. As the 
patient takes on less and less responslbUty t he caregiver takes on more and more. etc. There are 
a whole range of emotions a careglve watches a loved one dcclJne: grief. embarrassement. fear. 
gu lit. financlaJ worries. hostility, abandonment .  etc. 

There are three things that can help the famlly or caregiver during this time. 

1 )  Respite for the care�. Ongoing, consistent rellef for careglvlng responslbllltles Is needed. 
This respite can be provided by other famlJy members. church members or an Adult Day Care 
center. This Is a need that can be met well by the congregation. Something llke "Mother's 
Morning Out" comes to mind, only It could a "Caregivers Morning Out". 

2) The caregiver needs to take care of themself. This Includes enough sleep, proper nutrition 
and exercise. 

3) A Su rt Grou . This Is helpful for a number reasons. It gives the caregiver an opportunity 
to be with others who are experiencing similar things. These groups provide Information 
about how other families are coping, knowledge (like what to ask the doctor). Ideas about 
adaptions to the home to assist with care . assistance with meeting problems creatively. 
suggestions like medic-alert bracelets. night lights. etc. In addition these groups can be well 
read. being famllar with the latest literature. study results. etc. 

In addition to careglvlng there are Quallty of Life Issues the caregiver must address. They wlll 
need to decided how they will provide the necessary care and for how long they can do It. 
There are aJso practical things the family can do In anticipation of the t ime when the patient Is 
no longer legally competent. One of these Is getting a durable power of attorney. This gives 
someone the abllJty to make legal as well as medlcaJ decisions on behalf of the patient. Wllhoul 
the durable power of attorney the family or caregiver will need to go to court and have the 
patient delcared Incompetent. Living wills are another way to address some of these concerns. 
The living wlll expresses the patient's sense of life. It addressses when machines are to be/or not 
to be used to prolong life. the patients desires concerning antibiotics. feeding, pain. etc. 

, 
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Some of the resources available In communities Include: 

'if Adult Day Care Centers. The patient usually has to be continent to make use of 
this facility. 

'if Support Groups 

'if Lon� Term/Nursln� Home Care. Some Nursing Homes provide respite care. but 
the careglves will still need to go through full 
admission procedures. 

As a OateKeeper the pastor should be aware of the community resources as well as the general 

characteristics of the illness. for the pastor can help facllltale the decision making that the 

caregiver or family will need lo do. - M � i'( {\ (\\ J I\J 05C•f\) 
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Ta lent Show - Apri l  1 6 th  
The annua l Spring Ta lent Show is just about here. It ' s  

a great t ime for a l l  peopl e .  Come and enjoy the ta lent or be 
apar t  of the ta lent. We can always use more talent. Ava i l ible 
to use are a piano and an electric key board . Look for the 
sign-up sheet in the coffee shop. The show wi l l  be held in  
the refectory at  7 : 3 0 pm on Fri . ,  Apr i l  1 6 th . 

Farewell  Party for German Students - Apr i l  2 2nd 
Everybody did such a great job welcoming our visi tors from 

Germany when they arrived. Let ' s  say farewe l l  just the same. 
In  the Coffee Shop on Thur. , Apr i l  2 2nd at  8 : 0 0 pm we wi l l  have 
a chance to say good bye . 

Picnic - May 8th  
There wi l l  be a picnic co-hosted by the Social  Committee 

and the Middler Class on Sat .  May 8th a t  4 : 3 0 pm. We wi l l  be 
outside Baughman hall  cooking chicken. We are asking that people 
br ing a covered dish to accompany the ch icken . Then afterwards 
in the evening ,  there w i l l  be a bon fire to close out the day . 
Come and sing some songs wi th  us . 

We hope to see everyone at  these events, including facu l ty 
and staff. Mark your calendars today. 



BOOKMARKS 

The  we e k  of Apr i l  18- 2 5  
comp r i s e s  t h e  N a t i on a l  Days o f  
Remembrance  o f  the H o l o c a u s t  
( we remembered  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  
on  c a m p u s  M a r c h  2 9  - Apr i l  2 ) .  
In r e c og n i t i on o f  th i s  eve n t , 
t h i s  month ' s  Bookmarks w i l l  
h i g h l i g h t  some o f  the  newer  
works  h e l d  b y  the  l ibrary  on  
J e w i s h  t h e o logy  and  Jewi s h 
C h r i s t i an r e l a t i o n s . Jud g i n g  
by t h e  numbe r o f  new  t e x t s  
b e i n g  pub l i s h e d ,  t h i s  i s  a n  
a r e a  w h i c h  i s  b e i n g  e x p l o r e d  
w i t h  a s s i d u i ty b y  theo l o g i a n s ,  
h i s t o r i an s ,  soc i o l o g i s t s  and 
oth e r  scho l a r s  of  both J e w i s h  
and  C h r i s t i a n  backgrounds . It 
wou l d  be as we l l  f o r  us a s  
C h r i s t i a n s  t o  know some t h i n g  
o f  f rom w h e n c e  we c ame . . .  
thus  the  r e l evance  o f  J e w i s h  
s t ud i e s .  But  i n  a d d i t i o n , o u r  
d i a l ogue  w i th J u d a i sm 
c o n t i n u e s  to i n form and 
re f r e s h  contemporary C h r i s t i a n  
t h e o l o g y  a n d  l i fe . 

Everything  you e v e r  wanted  to 
know about Juda i sm is ( o r 
shou l d  be ) i n  Je wi sh Li tera cy 
by Joseph  T e l u s h k i n  ( BH 1 5 5  . 2  
T44 1 9 9 1 ) .  B e  aware that  t h i s  
i s  a popu l a r work . T h e  
standard  s o u r c e  f o r  scho l a r l y  
i n f o rmation  w i l l  a l ways be  the  
Encyc l o p e d i a  J u d a i c a  ( DS 10 2  . 8  
E49 6 R ) . 

Many wo rks have  been  w r i t t e n  
o n  t h e  J u d a i s m  o f  t h e  e a r l y  
C h r i s t i an e r a  and i t s  l e gacy  
to  the  C h r i s t i a n  chu rch . E . P .  
Sanders  f rom Duke  U n i ve r s i t y  
h a s  produced  a we i ghty ( ne a r l y  
600 page ) tome c a l l e d  Judai sm,  
Pra c t i ce & Be l i ef, 63  BCE-66  
CE ( BM 1 7 6  S 2 5 7  1 9 9 2 ) ,  w h i c h  
looks  l i ke  t h e  u l t imate  
source  boo k .  He  a r g u e s  that  
the re l i g ion  of  the o r d i n a r y  

peop l e  w a s  m o r e  important and 
i n f l u e n t i a l  than that  o f  
groups  such  a s  the P h a r i s e e s  
o r  E s s e ne s .  Carmine  D i  
Sante ' s  Je wi sh Prayer ( BM660 
D 5 2 1 3  1 9 9 1 )  e xa m i n e s  the  
antecedents  of  C h r i s t i an 
worsh i p  pract i c e s  i n  J e w i s h  
l i turgy  and f e s t i va l . T h i s  
wou l d  b e  a v a l u a b l e  resou rce 
for anyone s e e k i ng to do 
l i turgy  w i th more 
unde rstand ing . 

A brand-new  book on  the  
o r i g i n s  of  e a r l y  church  pol i ty 
i n  J e w i s h  synagogue 
organ i za t i on looks  
i n t e re s t i n g . From Syn a gogue 
t o  Ch urch by James T u n s tead  
B u rtchae l l  ( BV648 B 8 3  1 9 9 2 )  
argues  that  the e a r l y  c h u rc h  
had  a s t r u c t u r e d  p o l i t y ,  based  
on that  o f  the  synagogue , f rom 
a lmost  the b e g i nn i n g . T h i s  
h a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  imp l i c a tions  
for  the d i sc u s s ion  of  church  
o r d e r  today . 

James  D . G .  Dunn i s  a we l l 
pub l i s h e d  N T  s c h o l a r  who h a s  
r e c e n t l y  p roduc e d  Th e Partings 
of  the  Ways Be t ween 
Chri s t i an i ty and Juda i sm and 
The i r  S i g n i fi cance for the 
Cha ra c t er of  Chri s t i ani ty 
( BR 1 9 5  J8D86 1 9 9 1 ) .  The  t i t l e  
i s  s e l f - e xp l anatory . I f  you 
w i s h  to e x p l ore  the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be twe e n  J u d a i sm , 
C h r i s t i an i ty and  I s l am by way 
of the o r i g i n a l  te x t s ,  F . E .  
P e t e r s  h a s  a three  v o l ume work 
e n t i t l e d  Juda i sm,  
Chri s t i an i ty, and Islam w h i c h  
shou l d  s u f f i c e  ( BL80 . 2  P45 5  
1 9 90b ) .  T h i s  i s  a b i t  l i ke  an 
i n t e r l i n e a r  B i b l e ,  w i th 
tran s l a t i ons  f rom the  Hebrew  
S c r i p tu r e s ,  NT  and  the  Qu ran 
p l a c e d  s i d e  by s i d e . 

1 



Ever since the break which 
occurred within a relatively 
short time after the founding 
of the chur ch, relations 
between Judaism and 
Christianity have been 
troubled. Some books which 
give a historical survey of  
these r elations include Jews 
and Christ ians (BM535  J48 
1990),  T h e  Broken Staff by 
Frank E.  Manuel (BT9 3 M 35 
1992),  and The  Je w in 
Christ ian Theology by Gerhard 
Falk ( B T 9 3  F 35 1992).  The 
latter work is a survey and 
critique of Christian writings 
about Judaism from the first 
century to the twentieth, 
while The B roken Staff 
examines the " rediscovery" o f  
Judaism as a source for 
philosophy and theology during 
the Renaissance. 

For a Lutheran perspective on 
Christian - J ewish relations, 
the modern sourcebook would 
appear to be Stepp ing -Stones  
t o  Further Jew ish -Lutheran 
R elat ionsh ips (BH535  S6925 
1990), which includes official 
and unofficial Lutheran 
statements, including an 
article by Dr.  Gritsch. 

Just to demonstrate the 
variety of works being 
published on Judaism, one may 
note that our collection 
includes Four Centuries of  
Jew ish W o men 's Sp iritual ity 
(BM4 3 F68  1992),  a work  on 
being a lesbian Jew (BM729 
H65T85 1989),  and Rosemary 
Ruether's discussion of the 
Israeli- Palestinian conflict 
(BT93  R84 1989).  Finally,  if 
you want a book with plenty of 
color pictures, we have T h e  
Je ws of  G ermany b y  Ruth Gay 
(DS1 35 G 3G 32 1992  +), which is 
the sort of book that 
reviewers call " lush " .  

This listing literally only 
scratches the surface of  the 
fascinating sources on  Judaism 
to be found in the library. 
For more titles, check the 
catalo g  under headings 
beginning " Judaism" or  " J ews " .  
" Judaism (Christ ian theolog y ) " 
and " Judaism - - Relations - 
Christianity" may be  
especially helpful. Another 
relevant heading is 
" Antisemitism " .  

New Books  

A large selection of  books  by 
notable authors has appeared 
recently. Henri Nouwen seems 
to publish regularly;  his 
latest is L if e  of t h e  Beloved 
(BX2350 .2 N672  1992). Arthur 
Schlesinger reflects on the 
future of our multicultural 
society in The  D isun it ing of  
A merica (E184  A1S34  1992). 
Hans Kung comments on  the 
state of the Church in 
Reforming the Church Today 
(BX1746  K 7 9 1 3  1990). 

Be ing Christ ian Today (BR526 
8435 1992) includes articles 
by authors of  local interest : 
Carl Braaten and Christa 
Klein. Also of  local interest 
is a thesis by David Gustafson 
called T h e  A me rican i zat ion of 
the Lutheran Church : the Mid 
Nineteenth Century Contro versy 
Between Confess ional Luthe rans 
and Pro ponents of  an 
A merican i zed Lutheran is m  
(BX8044 G87  1990). Names like 
Samuel Schmucker  an d Charles 
P.  K rauth pop up regularly. 

Tamara E.  Riegel 



�) .f.1 The Voices in the Choir �
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The first week of last semester, as I sorted through the flood of mail. I was making 

the "piles .. . The "to be read later" pile, the wthrow away now" pile, the "fill thJs out 

soon" pile . the "mark your calendar .. pile, etc. Among the reams of paper, my eye fell 

on what had become a familiar plea in the beglnning of the semester mail: WSingers 

needed for the Choir! ... On instinct my hand moved to put it in the "throw away now" 

pile. Every since I hit puberty .when my voice no longer carried a tune, my family 

suggested that my best singing was done in the shower, or when no one else could 

hear me. As I child I loved to sing, but something about all those raging teenage 

. hormones made it hard for me to hear when I was off key, much less do anything 

about it. So, I had long learned to dlsregard any pleas for singers. no matter how 

piUful. The Holy Spirit though seemed to say "Not so fast .. . Whlle the plea did 

eventually end up in the trash I found myself in the basement of the chapel testing 

my vocal chords for the uncritical critic, our esteemed choir director, Steve Folkemer. 

Even as I stood there singing what should have been a familiar hymn the voice in my 

head was saying, "Oh, Mary, no. You do not belong here. You are going to embarrass 

yourself beyond belief. This is not the shower, hon. Remember what your mother 

said!" At the same time, the esteemed choir director was suggesting I sing in the 

soprano section l"Uh, which one is that?") and to make it to two rehearsals a week. 

So. despite my raging fear of mortal embarrassment I found myself a member of the 

seminary choir. Now that I am one-in-a-half semesters into this latest growth 

opportunity (AFGO) I can admit that I am grateful for the nudging of the Holy Spirtt . 
the encouragement of our uncritical choir director and the patience of our more 

seasoned singers (What exactly does "harmony" mean?). I am certainly less self

conscious about my s1ng1ng. I enjoy again a favorite childhood pastime and I feel 

better equipped to partlcipate as a leader in a church with a rich liturgical. musical 

heritage. 

All of this ls a long way of sharing with you my surprise at learning that I owe the 

Reformers for this "growth opportunity .. . I share with you here a story that has been 

shared with me recently concerning the tradition of singing in the Christian church. 

Christ ian singing emerged in general from the Jewish tradition of singing/chanting 

the Psalter. ln add1tion to the Psalter the New Testament has forms referred to as 

early hymns or spiritual songs. We don·t know much about what occurred musically. 

but we do know there existed a stringed instrument known as a klthara and there 

were song leaders known as cantors. There were also people who who were part of 

the lectorate, lectors. These individuals were sometimes the same ones who were 

cantors. Any details concerning singing from the first and second centuries though 

aren't available. It is known that there was congregational singing, singing in one 

voice. The theological principle ts that the Body of Christ sang together: male and 

female . lay and clergy. Chrysostom ls noted for saying t hat singing is flt for every age 
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and both sexes. Our canon and our tradition says that we were a singing Church. 

Revelations talks about t he MNew SongM and ls full of songs from the early Chrtstlan 

liturgy. 

The first person t hat we know used women in singing in worship was Paul of 

Samasaka in the third century. Paul was a person who was in and out of favor in the 

church. He had women singing hymns on the first day of Easter in the middle of t he 

assembly around the year 250. 

One of t he most Lmportant hymn writers was Ephraem, founder of a Chrtstlan school 

in Syr1a in Odessa. The school was a school for students interested in the Arts. 

Surrounding the school was a large group of heretics. These heretics had made great 

headway in their recruiting and the Christian community had lost many of ifs 

members to the Gnostlcs. One of the appeals of t he Gnostlcs was t heir music. They 

had great music, often putting their own text to the catchy tunes of their time. 

Ephraem was concerned t hat lf he didn't do something the Church would lose out .  In 

addition the the great music the Gnostics had large choirs of women. So. Ephraem 

instituted societies of women and had them sing on Feast Days and other occasions 

in the Church. These women's choirs became well-known. and outsang t he Gnostics, 

using in some cases t he same catchy tunes they did. 

Ductng this per1od in the Church the singing of hymns by women was well known. 

The best known conductor of the time was a woman named PubUa. In addit ion to the 

women's choirs, women were also participating in worship as cantors and lectors. 

They had a prominent place In t he Uturgtcal life of the Church in the Arable Canon. 

But even in t he beginning there were protests against women's singing. Tertullian 

complained early that Chrtstlan women were going to be Just like pagan women and 

that going to church and listening lo them sing the liturgy was like going to t he 

theatre. In t he 4th century the complaints began to pick up steam. The Dldascalla 

was most ardent in Its cr1Uclsm of women singing in church saying Mwomen should 

move their Ups and be silent as they pray". Cyril of Jerusalem. a great catechist of t he 

ancient church educated many in t he appropriate forms of worship. etc. I le said t hat 

"virgins shall sing or read Psalms very quietly. They should really only move their Up 

I don't permit women to speak in church". This was because of what Paul said in 

Tlmothy of course. In 440 Isadore of Peduslum died. Before his death Is known to 

have said that women were invited to Join in singLng to prevent t heir gossiping. 

Jerome Is know to have said, around the t ime of 4 1 1 . that there is an arrogance 

about women who sing in church. I le also said that t here was a sensuous quality 

about women·s singLng. 

All of these voices concerning the role of women's vol es Ln the church emerge from 

diverse and widespread regions. They come from places which were liturgically 

dlfferent. This suggests that the opposit ion to women's voices in church was not 

limited to one region. but reflects a greater. more wide-spread campaign. Despite 
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'. _ �· �}1\ F: > wide-spread opposition, though, it took a long tlme to silence women's singing. A 
period of five centuries spans the time from when the church was singing with one 
voice to the Ume women's voices were excluded In worship. This change In worship 
practice is not due to a council ed1ct, but reflects a grass roots effort. Influential men 
in the church were writing about this issue and people in the church were listening to 
them. The drumbeat of protest against women's singing really begins in the fourth 
cent ury and It was so wide-spread that it would have been difficult for a pastor to 

swim against the Ude. 

. . .'fi : -"i-· 
\ 

1\lthough women's voices were removed from the liturgy they continued to sing In an 

organized manner in other areas of the Christian Church like at funerals and while 

serving a meal in a Christian gathering. It wasn't until the Council of Auxerra In 573 -

603 said that "choirs of v1rg,1ns are not permitted to sing in church or prepare 

banquets", that defin1Uve council opposillon was expressed against women's singing. 

At this point they were Just gtvlng their blessing on what was an already established 

practice. This denunciation against women's singing though reflects Just how difficult 

it was to silence women's voices. Afier being banned from worship, women continued 

to resist passively, slnglng In gatherings after they had prepared the food. That this 

was occurring t reflected in the council's need to ban vtrgln choirs at "banquets". 

The papal office finally came out officially against women's singing when Pope Leo IV 

issued a decree against women's singing In 84 7. This is 750 years after the church 

began sing,tng In one voice, and it was still having trouble keeping women silent , for 

the decree had to specifically forbid stnglng In church and the vestibule of the 

church. At that point though women's singing In church ceased completely. During 

the Upper Middle Ages singing was taught as a classical d1sctpUne In convents, but 

women weren't singing in church. 

As soon as the church cut women's voices out of the choir they needed someone else 

to sing the high voice parts. This turn of events reflects one t he most gruesome parts 

of this history, for to replace the voices of women the church permitted castrated 

men lo take their place. These men became known as the castrato. This led to the 

creation of men's and boy's choirs. These choirs became the highest , best singing in 

the church. 

This then meant that more than Just women were excluded from singing in church. 

Only fifty years after Pope Leo's decree In 84 7 there was no more congregational 

slngtng either. Singing from then on was only done by prof esstonally trained 

musicians. 

Until the Reformation. It was the Reformers who brought back congregational singing, 

and the women's singing followed. It has taken a long time though for women to sing 

again in church. I know it seems that women are fierce at ti.Ines about their Inclusion 

In the Church. but it is in part because they know their history. 



"Why would anyone want to stop there when they were so c lose? They could go the whole way 
and have it all , "  he asked . " As soon as candidacy committees and bishops stop treating us 
that way . In  the past few weeks I ' ve had several students in my office telling me 
candidacy committees are encouraging them to be ordained because it would ' be easier for 
us to deal with ' or , ' you ' l l get to do what you want to do in ministry easier if you ' re 
ordained ' .  Do you know how dehumanizing that is? I could handle it if , Just once , the 
issue was the discernment of call to ministr y .  But ease? " My immediate response c learly  
indicated my  position , and the passion I have for the subject was quite evident . He had 
backed his chair a few inches away from the group , crossed his legs and protectively 
folded his arms across his chest . 

When , about twenty minutes later , I discovered this white , male , c lergyperson was an ELCA 
bishop I had to stop and think . I was the only associate in ministry in the group , had I 

·been too harsh? Was there any possibility my response could hurt another AIM -
particularly one in his synod? No , I wasn ' t  sorry for what I had said , but had my 
passion· for inclusiveness created a wall ,  instead of encouraging a bridge toward 
understanding? 

S ince that early February interaction I have had the time to reflect on the purpose of my 
response and begin to very seriously  consider this concept of encouraging bridges of 
understanding . S ixteen years ago while in the throes of discernment ,  here on this campus , 
I first heard this type of comment - from peers and faculty members . Had my fifteen years 

of attempts at educating people to the variety of gifts in service been for naught? Could 
there be any possible purpose in continuing this commitment towards inclusiveness and 
understanding of diversity? 

I have gotten so tired of trying . At times I am so weary from the effort that I ' d l ike to 
walk away from being rostered . The wear and tear on my spirit has been draining , to say 
the very least . 

Why after ten years of service at my last appointment was I still  invited to monthly 
Conference Pastors Meetings? The several attempts I made to talk about the need for me to 
be included in such a simple thing as the printed invitation were met with comments l ike , 
"Wel l ,  there is only one of you . Why should we change? '  and , " Lighten up , Nancy , you need 
to stop being so sensitive , "  and , "This is all so new to us . Give us some more time . "  
Conversational language inclusion was totally  lacking , as wel l .  ;i 

Why af ter fourteen years of service in congregations and the larger church do I still  
hear , " You ought to think about being a pastor . "  I have never been asked "How d id you 
decide not to be ordained? "  or , "Why did you decide to be an assoc iate in ministry instead 
of a pastor? "  My fear is that sometime I will  not respond in my typical fashion , 
educating the questioner about my process of d iscernment of cal l ,  but with what I ' d really 
like to say,  "Give me some credit . Of course I thought about being a pastor . Do you 
think I arrived at this point by accident? " 

Why after fourteen years of service did I hear today , " Hi , pastor ( of course there was a 
chuckle here ) - you know I d idn ' t  think associates in ministry could preach ,  much less as 
well as you did?" Admittedly ,  this was a back handed compliment , but why not simply ,  more 
directly sa� " I t  was great to hear you preach at Augustanna . You really d id a good job . · 



ere any possible purpose in continuing my commitment towards inclusiveness and 
e;standing of the d iversity of gifts? Your language , your attitudes , your responses 

�; a part of the answer to that question . It  grieves me to hear that AIM candidates on 
this campus still hear , "Why not do the whole thing?"  Please , please recognize how 
demeaning this question is . When you speak with one another in class , on internship , at 
teaching parish , or when preaching , work at being inclusive with your language , saying , 
"pastors and associates in ministry , "  or "rostered persons" .  Take the time to f ind out 
�by someone has decided her call to ministry isn ' t  to ordination . Talk with an AIM 
candidate and f ind out how he feels after candidacy committee interviews that don ' t  ask 
about discernment of cal l ,  but talk about the ease of being ordained . Begin to celebrate 
the d iversity of gifts for service ! 1'1� r;JuJil 
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To the Get tysburg Community : 

This let ter is a thank-you to the Community o [  God at Ge t tysburg 
for its care during my recent illness. Your encouragemer 1t  and 
suppor t  came in the form of private and corporate prayer , visits, 
calls, let ters and cards, a lovely plant from my class, lec ture 
t apes and notes, and a wonderful welcome upon my return. I 
especially wan t  to thank Dean Thulin and Professors Christianson 
and nelson for their flexibility in allowing me to make up work 
missed. 

I now look back on that period as a kind of "teaching parish, " 1. n  
which I learned much about f aith  and compassionate minis t ry t o  
the sick. Ny image of pastoral hospital visits as f riendly cha ts 
with recupera ting patients was r adically al tered. I know now 
tha t  these can be intense experiences with individuals who have 
very real fear for their futures. I bet ter unde r s t and the 
importance of our prayers for others, especially t !J ose 
incapacitated to the degree that they are unable to pray 
themselve s .  The worry surfaces that perhaps God isn ' t  aware of 
needs if they are not well and fully expressed ! Our faith tel l s  
us , "how ridiculous - God is  i ns tantly aw a r e  an<l acting t o  
minis ter t o  our simplies t need, " but when ill, t h e  mind and 
hear t sometimes do not function in a faithful way. Cer tainly this 
experience taught me that we are not meant to be without God, or 
without each o t her.  We, as Christ's followers,  are meant to 
literally sur render ourselves to God's care ;  fur ther, He calls on 
us to reach out to o thers, and to allow ourselves to be touched 
b y  other s  in turn. Communion - communit y  - with God and with 
each other is the essence of the Chris tian mes sage. Ye t 
let ting go of our lives, trus ting God and o ther people enough , 
can be very difficul t for us as human beings. Finally, a 
conception of the f ragility of life and the preciousness of each 
day in the presence of God has become much more a par t  of my 
thinking. 

You were Chris t to me when I w as even unable to cry ou t. 
t h a t  I will be the same to o t hers. 

Anne Dwiggins 

I pray 



Do you remember the days of decision making: which seminary 
should I attend? April 1 7  & 1 8  is 1 9 9 3  " Lutheran Theologica l 
Seminary at Gettysburg Weekend . "  Invitations have been sent 
to over 5 0 0  prospective students - responses are flooding Marge's 
of fice. Requests for student assistance as 
hosts /hostesses, preacher, and discussion leaders have been issued 
by Heather Bumstead and Elaine Berg ( student representatives 
to the Enrollment and Financial Aid Committee ) - thank you a l l  
for your volunteer ef forts. 

The student Association has given money toward the cost of the 
reception following Saturday evening's Eucharist - that should 
make the reception very, very nice. Again, many thanks. 

Faculty, administration, and sta f f  members are on the agenda 
to share information about aspects of the seminary ' s  program 
and life, to participate in worship leadership, and have been 
invited to join the group for dinner, Eucharist and the 
reception. Thanks to you a l l ,  too, for your extra time and 
ef forts . 

Students at the Lutheran House of Studies are planning a 
presentation for the group's Sunday visit to the District of 
Columbia - thanks for your time and creative energies. 

By this time I hope you have a sense of excitement . The weekend 
, while a part of this of fice's responsibilities, is a community 
ef fort. This year there are severa l creative additions to the 
weekend's happenings, and a tremendous number of volunteers 
involved in the variety of activities. For me that creates 
excitement - and thankfulness. So - - -

Many thanks for your willingness to share the various gifts 
the community embodies. I f  somehow, information about the 
weekend and opportunities to be involved have passed you by, 
and you would like to be involved, speak to Heather Bumstead, 
Elaine Berg, Marge Lyons, or myself. 

-Nancy E. Gable 
Director for Enrollment, 

Financial Aid, and 
Continuing Education 



Update on the Petition Regarding 

"Guidelines for Inclusive Use of the English Language" 

Last semester it became known that the ELCA document "Guidelines for Inclusive 

Use of the English Language" was going out of print. At that time a petition was 

circulated expressing concern that this document would become unavailable and what 

that suggested about the Church's support of inclusive language. A number of 

members from this community signed that petition and a letter was sent. along with 

the petition, to the Secretary of the ELCA. requesting a response to our concern. 

A response was received this week. Included in the Secretary's letter to us is a 

response they sent to the Lower Susquehanna Synod in 1 990. I t  appears that the 

Lower Susquehanna Synod asked some questions regarding the origin of the 

document. The ELCA's response to the Lower Susquehanna Synod details the history 

of the "Guidelines for Inclusive Use of the English Language" and the document's 

present status. 

Below is a copy of the petition for your information. The Secretary's response follows 

on the next page. Table Talk ls interested in your responses to the Secretary's letter. 

Please write up what you think and put it in the Table Talk box. They will be included 

in the next issue of Table Talk. Thanks! 

Petition: 

I t  has come to our atlenllon that t he ELCA document. "Guidelines on Inclusive Use 
of t he English Language for speaker. writers and editors" Is going out of print .  and 
that although work has been done to revise I t .  no plans exJst to pu bllsh t he revised 
edlllon or reprint the presen t  edition. Our seminary cataJog and student handbook 
both mandate the use of Inclusive language. AddlUonaJly. according the 1 989 
guidelines t here Is a history of at least seventeen years which show that Inclusive 
language Is a key t heologlcaJ centerpiece of our life together as a church.  The 
u navaHabillty of t his document for use by Incoming students and others seeking 
Information and guidance on th is Issue will appear to send a message that  t he 
naUonaJ church does not su pport Inclusive language In  ministry. 

I f  the ELCA Const itution affirms Inclusiveness In action. why aren't t here plans to 
keep a key document supporting Inclusive language available? Given these various 
documents of t he church and the current ambiguous status of any cleflnlt lve ELCA 
Inclusive language statement. what are the ELCA"s plans to insure that th is 
document or Its equivalent remaJns In circulation? Additionally, has there been a 
statement to the church at large that this key document Is being revised? If not. will 
one be forth coming? We. the undersigned concerned members of the LTSG 
community. request a response. 



Cffice of 

the Secretary 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAf\J 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

8765 West Higgins Road •Choeago. 111,nots 606) 1 - 4 1 98 • Teleohone ) 1 2-380-2700 · Telefax 3 1 2-)80- 1 465 

April 6, 1993 

Mary Amundson and 
Kristina N. Johnson 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg 
6 1  W. Confederate Ave. 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 

Dear Ms. Amundson and Ms. Johnson: 

Thank you for your letter and petitions related to the booklet, "Guidelines for Inclusive Use of the 
English Language." The previous edition is out of print. 

You are correct, I believe, in noting the potentially helpful nature of such a booklet. The failure 
of far too many pastors, writers, and others to practice felicitous use of the English language is 
troubling. Furthermore, the jarring, ill-conceived, amateurish efforts of some in the use of inclusive 
language prove unnecessarily disruptive to congregations. The contrived character of some of these 
attempts is both counterproductive and ridiculous. 

For a quarter century, I have been convinced that the best inclusive language is that which does 
not call attention to itself but rather communicates smoothly and clearly, while remaining an 
appropriate, doctrinally sound expression of the apostolic faith as confessed by the Church. 

The Church Council, upon recommendation of the council's Executive Committee, adopted the 
following action on April 21, 1990: 

To respond to the resolution of the Lower Susquehanna Synod Council regarding "Guidelines for 
Inclusive Use of the English L.'.lnguage• by transmitting this minute as information: 

Commitment to inclusive use of the EngJish language was pra-:ticetl in the pulJlicHions :mu 
other written and video materials prepared by the predecessor church bodies of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

As indicated in the preface of the 1989 ELCA-produced "Guidelines for Inclusive Use of 
the English Language,• the content of the current ELCA edition represents a compilation 
of such language guidelines prepared and published in the 1970s in The American Lutheran 
Church and the Lutheran Church in America. 

The specific section on language about God in "Guidelines for Inclusive Use of the English 
L.'.lnguage" was based on "English Language Guidelines for Using Inclusive Liturgical 
Language in the Lutheran Church in America," a statement prepared by the LCA Division 
for Parish Services in response to directives from the 1974 and 1976 LCA biennial 
conventions and action of the LCA Executive Council. 

That LCA statement, "English Language Guidelines for Using Inclusive Liturgical Language 
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in the Lutheran Church in America," was included in the 1978 ALC statement, "Guidelines 
for Avoiding Bias in Publications of The American Lutheran Church," as approved by the 
ALC Church Council in June 1978. 

In addition to compiling material from the language guidelines of predecessor church bodies, 
an explicit affirmation of the Trinitarian name of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit was 
added to the previously developed statements in the preparation of the 1989 ELCA edition 
of "Guidelines for Inclusive Use of the English Language." The booklet also underscores 
the fact that the formula, "Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier," which represents descriptions 
or modes of God's action, is not a synonym for the Trinitarian name of God as Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

In keeping with the commitment reflected in our predecessor church bodies, writers, editors, 
�nd speake!'S in the El CA are cncoun.ged to prarticc the u·.;c uf dC3r, felicitous, iucl�ive 
English in writing and speaking. 

Numerous responses to the 1989 ELCA edition from throughout the church--some 
supportive, others critical--are informing a review and study, already under way, of the 1989 
edition of "Guidelines for Inclusive Use of the English Language.• 

When any future edition of such suggestions is issued, the proposed publication will be 
reviewed by the Bishop, Secretary, Conference of Bishops, staff of the Commission for 
Communication, and worship staff of the Division for Congregational Life. 

To request that the Secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America convey this minute 
to the Lower Susquehanna Synod. 

Initial work has been undertaken on a revised edition. Severe budget and staff reductions have 
slowed the process considerably. I do not know how soon a revised edition will be ready for 
review. 

I hope that you find this response informative and helpful. God bless you in your work at 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. 

Sincerely, 

Lowell G. Almen 
Secretary 

XC: I .  

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Pr. Enc C. Shafer, director, Department for Commumcauon 
Dr. Paul R. Nelson, director-elect for worship, Division for Congregational Minismcs 
Dr. Karen M. Ward, associate director for worship resources, D1V1S1on for Congregauonal Mimsincs 
Ms. Elna K. Solvang, director for education and training, Commission for Women 
Bishop Herbert W. Ch1lstrom 
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