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May 3 ,  1 993 

Farewe l l f rom the Pres 

I t  seems that on l y  a short  t i me has passed s i nce I wrote my f i rst 
" prose f rom the pres" art i c l e  wh i ch we l comed you to the 1 992-93 
academ i c  year here at LTS , G .  At that t i me we had t hree weeks of c l asses 
under our bel t s  and one cou l d  see the ant i c i pa t ion of the Juniors , the 
renewed enthusi asm of the M idd lers ,  and the thr i l l  of v i ctory of the 
Sen iors . Today , wi th  onl y  2 weeks rema i n i ng ,  one can wi tness the 
cont i nued ant i c i pa t i on of the Juniors ( there ' s  more to l earn ! ) ,  the 
enthusi asm of the M idd l ers (we ' re hal fway t here ! ) ,  and t he thr i l l  of 
v i ctory of the Sen iors (we ' re get t i n '  out of t h i s  p l ace ! ) 

One t h i ng I f i nd i nterest i ng i s  t hat  no mat ter how much a person 
may have to do to comp l ete a page or chapter of l i fe ,  nor how l ong the 
process appears ,  i t  i s  a lways much shor ter and l ess pa i nful  i n  
h i ndsi ght . ' T i s  sure l y  so wi t h  l i fe here a t  LTS , G .  As one of our sons 
says , rather t han , "T ime f l i es when you ' r e  hav i ng fun" , somet i mes , " fun 
f l i es when you ' re doi ng t i  me ! "  We have done some of t h i s  t i  me when fun 
seemed to have f l own . However , we can know that most of thi s port ion 
of t i me - th i s  year - has f l own because there was some fun . But there 
i s  a l so some pai n  and sadness (wh i ch j ust comes wi t h  l i v i ng ) ,  and we 
have shared t hat t i me too.  New and hopefu l l y  long- l as t i ng f r i endsh i ps 
have been cemented th i s year wh i ch wi  1 1  prove to be sources of 
con t i nu i ng comfort , as we l l  as , i n  some cases , compan i onsh i p  for our 
m in i st r i es and our l i ves . May God bl ess each of t hese new re l at i onsh i ps 
as we end another year and head off  i n  our many d i rect ions tu 
dest i nat ions some as yet unknown ( ! ) .  ( Wasn ' t  i t  i n  Genes i s  1 2  wher e 
I heard t h i s  before??? ) 

I wi l l  m iss see i ng you . I wi l l  m i ss our t i me together i n  c l ass , 
chape l , study groups , and a l so j ust ta l k i ng .  I am not sure how I wi l l  
hand l e  the change f rom hav i ng to d r i ve to Nor thern V i rg i n i a every \'leek
end for a concur rent i n ternsh i p !  For two years i t  became a regu l a r  par: 
of our l i ves and now i t  comes to an abrupt hal t .  Don ' t  be surpri sed to 
see me dr ive back up i n  September out of o l d  habi t !  

/\s I c lose t h i s  f i na l  note for the I.ab l e  Talls , I want to thank al l 
of yo� , student s ,  staf f ,  an� f acul t y ,  for mak i ng t h i s  one of the most 
rewar d i ng and enr i ch i ng years of my l i fe .  Thank you for supoor t , ng your 
Student Assoc i a t i on and i ts of f i cers . Thanks for l e t t i ng Pat t i  and �e 
become a part  of your l i fe .  We wi l l  take you wi th  us i n  t hought �,d 
prayer . P l ease know that our home i s  a lways opE•n to you shou l d  you have 
the t eed or the des i re to stop off  or stay i t1 Nor thern V i r g i n i a .  May 
God bl ess each of us as we con t i nue i n  t he serv i ce of our Lord . 

. . . peace and heal th  . . .  

Bruce Wi l der 
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BOOKMARKS 

The end is in s ight ! Rathe r, 
the new beg inn ing a p p roaches. 
The rhythm of the sem i n a r i c  
y e a r  is  unv ary ing , each y e a r  
at t h is t ime,  j un i o rs p re p a re 
f o r  C P E ,  m id d l e rs 
d re a d / ant ic ipate internsh ip, 
mudd l e rs a re confused, sen i o rs 
wonde r if  they' l l  eve r get a 
c a l l, and faculty  t urn t o  
sum m e r  p ro j ects. T h e  staff, I 
m i ght add, beg ins t o  th ink 
they may f ina l ly be  a b l e  to 
get some w o rk done. 

F o r  those f ac ing the p a r ish  
f o r  the f i rst t ime, the  
f o l low ing is  a l ist of books 
wh ich m ight be  usef u l .  

Theoret i c a l l y  t h e  l ib r a ry 
h o l ds seve r a l  wo rks on 
entering the m i n is t ry f o r  the 
f i rst t i me. Unf o rt unate ly, a 
coup l e  of books that seemed 
v e ry p rom is ing w e re not on the 
shelves when I looked.  T u rns 
out they have been m issing  
s ince 1991  ( w h i c h  means they 
are p ro b a b l y  gone f o r  good). 
The myst e r ious d isappea rance 
of  books is a common p ro b l e m  
i n  a l l  l ib r a ries.  I t  w o u l d  be 
p le as ant t o  th ink that i t  
w o u l d  b e  less o f  a p ro b l e m  i n  
a s e m i n a ry l i b ra ry, b ut i t  
doesn't t ake  long f o r  even t h e  
most n a iv e  1 s t  semest e r  j un i o r  
t o  become en l ightened as t o  
the rea l ity o f  seminary  l ife 
( simul iu stu s . .. ).  

In o rd e r  t o  p revent the 
d is appe a rance of books f rom 
l i b ra ry she l ves , the l i b r a ry 
w o u l d  h av e  to insta l l  an a l a rm 
system and ban st udents d u r ing 
c losed h o u rs - - unp le as ant  
a lt e rnat ives. Once the books 
a re gone,  many c annot be 
rep l aced, as theo log ica l wo rks 

go  out of  p rint q u i ck l y  ( a  
factor wh ich may cont r i bute  to 
unaut h o rized long - t e rm 
b o r row ing). The p o int o f  t h is 
d i g ression is , p le as e  don ' t  
remove books f rom t h e  l i b r a ry 
w ithout s ign ing them out . N o  
matter  how good y o u r  
intent ions, y o u  know how 
eas i ly a book can get lost in 
the shuff l e  and end up, 
howev e r  unw itt ingly,  a p a rt of 
your  p e rson a l  l ib ra ry.  

A book gua ranteed t o  be  on the 
she l f  is Beyond the  Boundary, 
Meeting the  Challenge of the  
F irst Years of Mini stry by 
Gary H a rbaugh, etc.  ( BV4013 
B48  1986), wh ich  d is c usses 
p ro g rams designed t o  ease the 
t rans i t ion f rom sem i n a ry t o  
p a r ish. Six  Stage s of  a 
Pa stor' s Life by J.  K e i t h  Cook 
& Lee C.  Moo rehead (BV660 . 2  
C66  1990)  takes y o u  f ro m  f i rst 
p a r ish t o  r e  t i  r e  men t .  The 
m iss ing books ment i oned above 
were F irst Pari sh by J. K e ith 
Cook, Westm inst e r  P ress, 1983 
and Beginning a New Pa st ora t e  
by Robert  G .  Kemper, Ab ingdon, 
1978,  in c ase you can l o c ate  
them  e lsewhere.  

You may a ls o  be inte rested in 
addressing p ract i c a l  issues 
w h i c h  a r ise in the p a r ish.  
The f o l low ing is a m e re 
samp l ing . Surviving  Difficult 
Church Mem bers by Robert  D a l e  
(BV652  D 3 5  1989)  w i l l  p robab ly  
be app l i c ab le in  any 
con g re g at i on. The Ete rnal  
Triangle  by R o b e rt Randa l l  
(BV4013 R36 199 2 ) is  w r itten 
f o r  past o rs, spouses,  and 
c l e rgy  coup les and add resses 
the conf l ict between a 
p astor's  comm itment t o  the 
cong regat ion and t o  h i s / he r  
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How P raye r  S hap e s  
Min i st ry b y  John B i e r s d o r f  
( BV40 1 1  B 4 9 5  1 992 ) a r g u e s  f o r  
a praye r f u l  l i fe a s  the 
foundation  f o r  m i n i s t r y .  
S u rvi ving i n  Min i st ry ( BV 6 60 
. 2  S86 1 9 9 0 ) i s  a c o l l e c t ion  
o f  e s says  which  addre s s  a l l  
typ e s  o f  i s su e s ,  f rom c l e rgy  
s p i r i tu a l  l i f e to burnout  to  
c l e rgy  f a m i l i e s . 

O th e r  books  approach the 
m i n i s t ry f rom a theore t i c a l  
a n d  t h e o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i ew. 
Augsburg  F o r t r e s s  h a s  p r inted  
a tran s l ation  o f  s e l e c t ions  
f rom Sch l e i e rmache r ' s 
P ract i cal T h eology c a l l e d  
C hri st i an C aring ( BV 3  S 4 6  
1 9 8 8 ) w h i ch d i s c u s s e s  such 
p o i n t s  a s  marri age and g r i e f  
counse l i ng . Those  interested  
in  f e m i n i sm may want  to read 
Co - C reat in g, A F em in i st Vi sion 
o f  Min i st ry by Lynn Rhodes  
( BV 40 1 1  R 52 1 9 87 ) . The 
C l a s s i c a l  P a s toral  Care  Se r i e s  
( var ious  c a l l  numbe r s ) 
c o l l e c t s  quota tions  f rom 
authors  throughout churc h  
h i story on  v a r i o u s  t o p i c s  i n  
pastoral  care . 

Other  books on these  s u b j e c t s  
c a n  b e  found under  the sub j ec t  
heading  " P a s toral  theology"  
and  re l ated h e a d i ng s . Books  
under  the  c a l l  numbers  BV660 
. 2  and BV40 1 1  may a l s o  be of  
i n t e re s t .  

New  Books  

On Apr i l  29  an  e x h i b i t  o f  some 
o f  the Dead Sea Scro l l s  opened  
at the  Library o f  Congre s s . 
C o i n c i d e n ta l l y ,  several  books  
on the  Scro l l s  have  j u s t  been  
pub l i shed . Und erst and in g  t he 
D ead S ea S crol l s ( BH487  U 4 9  
1 9 92 ) i s  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
art i c l e s  reprinted  f rom the 
B i bl i cal A rcha eolo qy R e v i ew. 

T h e  D ead S ea S crol l s U n co vered 
by Robert  E i senman and Michael  
W i s e  ( BM 4 8 8  . 5  A3 1 9 92 )  
p rov i d e s  trans l a t i o n  and 
c r i t i c i s m  of some of the 
s c ro l l s  wh i c h  have been  
withh e l d  f rom the  publ i c  u n t i l  
the l a s t  two years . 

Anchor  B i b l e  readers  w i l l  want 
to check  out T he P ent at eu ch, 
the new  v o l ume by Joseph  
B l e nk i nsopp  ( BS1225 . 2  8 5 4 4  
1 9 92 ) . Those  intereste d  i n  
R e f o rmation  h i story w i l l  be 
attracted to Hart in Lut her in 
Two  C entu ri e s ,  a c o l l e c t i on o f  
l e c t u r e s  b y  He lmar  Junghans 
d e l i v e r e d  d u r i n g  a v i s i t  to 
the State s ( BR 326 J86  1 9 92 ) . 
Two o f  the  l e ctures  d i scu s s  
o f f ic i a l  E a s t  G e rman 
interpretations  of  Luther  and 
the r o l e  of the church  in  the 
c o l l a p s e  of the Commu n i s t  
regime . T he Hal e -F em al e  
C hu rch St aff by Anne  M a r i e  
Nuechte r l e i n a n d  C e l i a  A l l i son  
Hahn  ( BV 6 7 5  N B S  1 99 0 ) 
addre s s e s  chal l en g e s  o f  dua l 
gender  m i n i stry . T h e 
Acqu it t al o f  God  by Uwe 
Siemo n - N etto ( DS 5 5 9  . 7 3 U6S5 4 
1 99 0 ) attempts to deve l o p  a 
theol ogy o f  the V i e tnam War  -
p robab l y  the f i r s t  o f  many 
such attempts . 

Tamara E .  R i ege l 
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Ap1- i 1 24 , 1 993 
I JUST WONDER . . • . . . .  

I w a s  g l ad t o  r ead i n  t h e  l as t  i ssue o f  Tab l e  T a l k  t h a t  a 
l e t t er was r ec e i ved i n  r e s p o nse to a s i g ned p e t i t i o n  r eg ar d i ng 
" Gu i d e l i nes f o ,- I nc l u s i ve Use o f  t h e  Eng U sh Languag e " . L o we l l  
A l  men , Sec r e  t a1 ·y o f  t h e  ELC() , ag1·eed t h a t  use o f  i nc 1 u s  i ve 
l anguage i s  i mp o r t a n t  a nd t h a t  i t  shou l d  b e  used c o r r ec t l y .  He 
a l so s t a t ed t h a t  t h e  b o o l . l e t  i s  o u t  of p r i n t . 

S i nc e  t h e  use c, f i nc l us i ve l a ng uage i s  r e l a t i ve l y  new i n  c,u r  
Ame1- i c an sc,c i e t y �  vJh c'\ t  ,- esc,u1- c e  i s  t h e,-e t c, t ea c h  u s .  e s p ec i a l l y 
o u r  L u t h e r a n  c o l l eagues a nd f e l l ow c i t i z ens , t o  b e  i nc l u s i ve ?  To 
mariy peop l e .  i t  i s  an i mp c, i · t a n t  i ssue , ti  ea t i ng ow- C h 1- i s t i an 
s i s t e r s  and b r o t h e r s  i n  a l o v i ng and j u s t  way . I nc l u s i veness 
h e l p s  to f r ee us from t h e  b o nrl s of separ a t i o n  f r o m  each o t her . 

Wh a t  i s  no t c l ear t o  me i s  why th i s  p ub l i c a t i on was a l l owed 
to r u n  o u t of p r i n t 7 I t  s u r p r i ses me t h a t  t h e s e  g u i de l i nes f o r  
i nc l us i veness t h a t  h a v e  been ava i l ab l e  f o r  a l mo s t  2 0  year s .  h a s  
b ec o me a c o 11 t i- c, ve1- s i a l  i ssue . I a m  a l so s u r p i  i sed t h a t  n o  o ne 
seemed t o  b e  awa r e  t h a t  t h e  b oo k l e t  wou l d  no l onger b e  ava i l ab l e  
foi- c 1 1- c u l a t 1 r, n .  \..Jh en I c c, n t ac t ed M,y Synod , · e l a t e ,- .  she \1'1a s  no t 
aware t h i s  ac t i o n  h a d  b e e n  t a � e n  n o r  d i d  s h e  t h i nk t h a t  t h e  
Synod w a s  a w c'\ r e  o f  i t .  

Why c o u l d r1 ' t  t he b o o k l e t  r ema i n  ava i l ab l e  u n t i l  a r e v i sed 
ed i t i o n  was r e l eased ? Wh a t  i s  so c o n t r o v er s i a l  a b o u t  i t ? I t  h a s  
b een f o u r  y e a r s  s i nc e  t h e  l as t  u p d a t e  w a s  m a d e  t o  t h e  c u r r en t  
s t a temen t i-,h i c h  added a n  e }: p l i c i t  a f ·f i r ma t 1 o n o f  t h e  T1- i n i t a 1- i a n  
name of G o d  a s  F a t her , S o n , a n d  Ho l y  Sp i r i t .  I h a v e  n o  p r o b l em 
w i t h t h a t  c l ar i f i c a t i o n . 

S i nc e  t h e  N a t i o na l C h u r c h  does a t h o r o u g h  eva l ua t i o n  b e f o r e  
t a k i ng a s t a11re c, ,- i ssu i nq a s t a temen t ,  \1'1 h y  af ti::>1- t l ,ese many 
year s 1·m u l d  i t  f i nd i t  nec e s s a r y  t o  i-1 i t h d 1- a l"1 i t s s t a t e me n t ? Yes , 
1 ev i s 1 o ns may need t c, b e  m a d e  pe1- i od i c a l  l y  b y  l o cd- i ng a t  c Lw 1- en t  
t i-end s i n  e t h i c a l  and Ch1- i s t i an c o 1 1c er n s . Y e t , t o  my k no w l ed g e , 
L h 1 s d c, c u m  e n  t i-, as no t o u t o f sync h ,- c, n i z a t  1 o n  w 1 t h  t I I e t un es • \,.J h y 
1 s t he g u i d e  l 1 n e no i-, n c, t a p p  I c, p 1 1 a t e ? S i m 1 1 a ,- q u es t i o n  s i-, e I e 
a s l  ed i n  t h P  p e t i t i o n sen t t c, Loi-,e l l  G .  A l men . H 1 s  l e t t e1- o f  
,- esp c,nse d i d  n o t  ansi-,e1- t h e  q u es t i on s . I am d 1 sa p p o 1 n t: e d . 

My c u r r P n t  c o n c e r n  i s  h o w  J o ng a r e  we o f  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  
L u t h e1- a n  C h L1r· c h  o f  Ame1- i c a t o  g o  "'' i t h c, u t  a c h u1  c h w 1 d e s t a t e m e n t  
c,i- 1- esc, u ,- c e  t c, ensur e  t h ,� t  i nc l us i venes•-:; i s  p 1- rq:1 e1 l y  r\nd 
t hct1- o uq t1 1  y bi eo uqh t t o  God ' s  p ec, p 1 e? Because of b u d g e t  c c, n s  t ,- a  i. n t s  
and s t a ff r educ t i o n ,  1 t  i s  i mp l i ed t h a t  a n  u p d a ted •:c t t=1 t e m e n t  o n  
1 n c 1 u s  i v e n  es s 1 s some d i s t ance i n t h e  f u t u  r e • \,.J h a t d c, i-, e d c., i n 
t h e  mean t i me 7 

I JUST \..JONDERED 

Me l S t i  i c l  l i 11 
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Senior Ref lection 
by Douglas Knupp 

What a rol ler coaster ride these last four years have been ! 
September 1 ,  1 98 9 ,  two van loads carried our family's stuff 
and we moved into 1 02 Stuempfle Hal l .  If you think of things 
that have happened to our nation ,  that was before the Persian 
Gul f  war , and before Clinton's election to the presidency . 
That was also before our current seminary's president , as wel l  
as before the arrival o f  about five faculty members . I can say 
that I remember Interim President Hale teaching the sociology 
module for Rel igion and Human Behavior, as wel l  as Tom Ridenhour 
direct ing us through the communication module ( f lash back to 
Wal ter J .  Ong and the Presence of  the Word ) . On the fami ly front , 
Ruthie was about as young when we arrived as what Sam is now . 
I can honestly say that I have seen a lot of changes here . 

S ti l l ,  the more things change , the more they stay the same . 
· when I arrived , I had no idea how I was going to pay the $ 1 250  

t u i t ion per se�ester . This semester , I had very l i ttle idea 
how I woulc1 pay about that much tuit ion ,  bu1: I was going part 
time instead of f u l l  t ime . Wel l ,  maybe there has been change 
along thesE! l ines . Rent used to be $ 2 8 5  a month .  Now i t  is  
$ 3 7 5  a mont:h , and wi l l  soon be $ 3 9 5  a month . Seems l ike going 
to seminary just keeps gett i ng tougher . 

Most l y ,  the things I wi l l  remember wi l l  not so much be 
the papers, projects and exams . Those things usually took care 
of themselves . I wi l l  remember the struggles to hold things 
together with jobs , doctor visits,  visi ts to mechanics, moves, 
etc • • • •  a l l  trying to keep my eyes on being fai thful  to Christ . 

I have had f ive jobs in addit ion to being a student since 
I came to seminary . Both Sharon and I were phone solici tors 
during that f irst year, and I stopped that so that I could 
concentrate on J-term Greek ( and recover from a hernia 
operation ) . Af ter CPE , I began working at Larson's motel , a 
job I returned to this past year ( ful l-time, not just part-t ime 
l ike two years ago ) . When I returned from internship ,  I worked 
as an on-site manager for transit ional housing for homeless 
fami l ies . Last summer I was a state park chaplain for Codorus 
State Park . Most recentl y ,  I started working at Paradise 
Lutheran church in Thomasv i l le as part-t ime hel r> unt i l  they 
cal l  an associate pastor ( Good l uck Tim Kiel ley- your cal l  sermon 
is  next week at this wri t ing ) . Add in odd t hings l ike helping 
Mrs . Nieting cater various engagements and �uppl y preaching 
at about a dozen di f ferent s i tes , and you ' l l soon get the idea 
that I bel ieve that you do what you have to do to make this 
whole deal work . 

Soon and very soon I ' l l be leaving my current two jobs and 
starting another, and that w i l l  mean moving for the fi fth t ime 
in four years . We moved here originally ,  moved to an internship 
site , ( not even a move for CPE , can you bel j eve i t? ) , moved 
back from internship to the homeless transitiona l housing ,  and 
again into seminary housing . I sometimes sti l l  carry my garbage 
to the place in the apartment where we kept i t  t hree places 
ago . Moving has become more i nvolved , simply because we now 
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• 
have more stuf f ,  thanks to the smaller members of our fami l y .  
Universal truths include E=MC 2

, 1 + 1 = 2 ,  and the smallest person 
in the car takes up the most room with baby accessories . Same 
thing with apartments; we now have more stuf f  than ever: cribs ,  
toys , kid furniture, you name i t .  

Perhaps the greatest concern of the past four years has 
been for my fami l y ' s  health.  Our four fami l y  members have had 
over 1 0 0 doctor ' s  o f fice visits and emergency room treatments 
since we moved here . Just how many more than 1 00 ,  I ' ve lost 
count . I had hernia surgery ,  Sharon had surgery for Sam ' s  birth 
and to have a l ump on her chest removed . Sam may yet get on 
the surgery bandwagon as he might need tubes in his ears . Sharon 
had a miscarriage and depression following. We ' ve also 
experienced recovering from an auto accident ,  and Ruthie had 
her elbow dislocated a few times and once fel l face forward 
pushing her tooth into her gum . Lots of fun things! 

So many things , so much stress , many disappointments ( l ike 
an exasperating internship ) , yet some good things have happened . 
Our chi ldren are del ight ful ,  f u l l  of  l i fe and smi les . I have 
been friends wi th some very neat people here at seminary,  and 
we ' ve hosted quite a number of parties at our apartment . And 
through all  of i t ,  I ' ve found the strength of a deeper fai th,  
a commi tment to Christ that hel ps me to accept why I ' ve gone 
through four years of seminary and I won't be a pastor ( at least 
not in the near future ) . Right now , the best thing for me i s  
to keep my eyes on the Lord and H i s  w i l l  for me and m y  fami l y .  

Somehow , after I leave this place , the library wi l l  continue 
to exist even i f  I am not there unti l  2 in the morning about 
twice a week near the end of the semester . Somehow , there w i l l  
be a cof fee shop even i f  m y  cup isn ' t on the shel f .  Somehow , 
chapel services wi l l  happen even i f  my wel l-worn spot on the 
lectern side third pew is vacant . Someone else w i l l  occupy 
these spaces , sort of an aposto l ic succession of seminarian 
stuff . 

Soon I ' l l be saying goodbye . Even for as much longsuf fering 
as I've had to do , saying goodbye wi l l  st i l l  be di f f icul t  because 
i t ' s  the onl y  l i fe I ' ve known these past four years . On to 
bigger and better things , keep�ng my eye on what the Lord has 
in store . As frightening as that might be , I know that I wi l l  
not be alone in  this struggle,  for He wi l l  shepherd me for every 
step I take. 

Trusting 
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RECOVER I N G ?  

" Recover i n g ?  From wha t ?  From l i f e ?  

Come o n ! E v e r y o n e  h a s  bad memo r i es ! 

g o ?  W h a t ' s  y o u r  p r o b l em ? " 

" We l l ,  i t ' s  l i k e  t h i s  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . 
Why don ' t  you j u s t  l e t  i t  

" 

I seem t o  h a v e  t h i s  con vers a t i o n  a l o t .  People wonder what I ' m  

t a l k i n g  a b o u t  when  I s a y  " I ' m  recovering " .  They w a n t  t o  know 

w h a t  I ' m  recover i n g  f r o m .  Was  I s i c k ?  They have bad memo r i es 

t o o .  There ' s  n o  such t h i ng a s  a f u l l y  f u n c t i o n a l  fami l y .  W h y  i s  

i t  t h a t  some p e o p l e  h a v e  s o  much t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  p as t ?  

I n  some peo p l e  I sense a t r ue concern and c u r i osi t y .  Perhaps a s  

i nd i v i d u a l s  t h e y  are strong  and w e r e  b l essed w i t h  w h a t  I l i ke t o  

c a l l  " what t he y  needed when t h e y  needed i t " .  

I n  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  I see t h e  eyes r o l l  back i n  their  heads and can  

a l mo s t  h e a r  t he w o r d s  r o l l  off  t h e i r  l i ps :  " t ouch y - f ee l y " .  Words 

a n d  p hr ases that were p r i n c i p le and esse n t i a l  i n  s n a t c h i ng me 

f r o m  des p a i r  become " psyc h o - b a b b l e " .  There i s  a readi ness t o  

l a be l  a l l  o f  i t  weird - - a n d  f r o m  t h e  v a n t age of t h e  recover i n g an 

a l l - t o o  r e a d i ness to accept t h a t  l a b e l .  

W h a t  I see,  once t h ose eyes r o l l  b ac k  t o  n o r m a l  p o s i t i o n ,  i s  a 

f e a r  t h a t  is o n l y  met w i th exter n a l i z a t i o n .  What  I " h ear " i s  " I  

must  mav.e y o u  wrong or t here m a y  be some v a l i d i t y  to w h a t  y o u ' r e 

d o i n g  f o r  my o w n  l i f e . " 

Granted ,  t h e  " r ecover ing " are of ten over l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and  

a t t empt  t o  p u s h  what  works  f o r  them onto  o t h e r s .  That  h a ppens 

f or me a s  a res p onse.  When one has been s n a t ched from death  and 

d e s p a i r ,  i t ' s  sort  o f  NORMAL to  respond ! ( Gasp- - NORMA L ? ) .  I t ' s  

k i nd of l i ke t h a t  Gospel t h i n g .  

The t r u t h  i s ,  w e  a l l  experience l i f e  t h r o u g h  u n i q ue 

c i r cumst ances . I c a n  n o  b e t t e r  understand y o u  t h a n  y o u  mea , 

except t h r o ug h  a God - g r a n t ed w i l l ingness t o  J i sten and acc e p t .  I 

t h i n k  we can  come t oget her on t h i s  p o i n t .  I t h i n k  w e  can  h o l d  

each other u p  i n  p r ayer w i t h  God ' s  i n terven t i o n .  I t h i n k  we a l l  

have  t h i ng s  t o  lea r n .  

A n d  i f  y o u  t r y  n o t  t o  r o l l  y o u r  eyes,  I ' l l t r y  n o t  t o  hug y o u . 
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