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YOUTH MAKE NEWS

‘Christ Is Lord’ to Be Theme of ’Ss Conclave

Theme ot the 1955 LLLA convention to be held on the Umiversity
of Michigan campus, Ann Arbor, will be “"Chnst Is Lord.” Executive
Secretary Leslic Conrad has announced. Ie s abstracted from the con-
stitutional purpose of the Luther League “to encourage the youth of
the United Lutheran Church in America to respond to the love of
Jesus Chrst, their Lord and Saviour

LLA

Muddleswarth o kevnote

Pastor Henry B, Horn o direct “worship
through music” at Ann Arbar conveniion

!

Horn to lead music



Arthur B Sponsored by the LLA

O 1 act work T

Wanven: Christans  with  dirgy
hands! Volunteer service for those W WS 1l s
unafraid of work. Young men and

women ages 15:24. Cost: Etforr, ) ! lucted at §
time, transportation, sample hving | { {
Reward: Chreistian commumey Ly | -
ing. spinwal growth, alleviaung 0 O y
social impustices. Time:  Summer ; It

{83 W

1955, Youth interesied should ap-
plv. 1o WORK CAMPS, The lLu
ther  League of  America, 1228
Spruce Street, Plhaladelphia 7, Pa ; I s of

Call for work campers

Former svnodical KL presidentss at the organization of the new Central Statey LL
Lefoe w0 right: ek Dasenbrock, Midwest: Dean Sudman, Midwest, Willis Crgmer
Nebraska, Paul Emmenich, Ransas: Lyle Harms, Midwest: Arnold Tiemever, Kanaag




Central States LI organized

Ohio elects female prexy



fricnds  attending  sessions  saw  an
almost entircly new group mstalled as
executive  otheers,  In addition  to
Vivian, they were: Dick Giessler, vice
president; (arolvn Cleland, re-clected
secretary . Bill Elsass, treasurer: Elly
Roller, lay advisor; Mrs. Karl Wik,
clected to till Vivian's unexpired term
as lay advisor: and the Rev. George
Billman, pastoral advisor.

Streamline structure

Major pornon of business sessions
was devoted to a report of Ohio's
“Hoover Commuttee™ “The group pro-
posed constitutional amendments  de-
signed to merease the cthaiency of the
Olio LI orgamizational  structure.
After serous and lengthy  discussion,
the report was accepted.

"The new .mwnvanh," Commut.
tee Member Arthur Bauer stated, “add
the president of the Ohio Synod to the
LLO executive commattee and shutlle
the membership so that more youth
arc on at.

“"Ethciency will come by  proper
sharing of responsibility, giving in-
dividuals and commattees jobs to do
that are not beyond them.”

LLA announces apportionments

Every active member in ihe Luther
League of Amenca s requested to
contribute $1.2% 1 1955 toward oper-
atng expenses of the ULC youth
auxibary, LLA Treasurer Robert Sand-
crs has  announced.  Total  recetpts
anticipated from this source are $39.
357.50. Other receipts from Youth
Sunday, specal wfts, sale of litera
ture. and ULC exeautive board will
be necessary to enable the league to
meet ats budget of $67,120.00.

Apportionment requested from cach

ol the state and syno
as follows:

4"“;*
State or Synwod Memibery
Calitornia 640°
C.anada 1,023%

" Central Pennsylvania 1,998¢
Connecticut 265 25638
Florida 1914 2878
Georgia-Alabama 496 62008
flhinoss 1,582 1,97 %
Indiamy 490 612.%
lowa OKR2 [ $34
Kansus IHY* w61
Kentucky: Tennessee 275 MY
Maryland 999¢ 1, 24879
Michigan A04¢ ShS =
Midwest 824§ 103000
Muinasterium of

Pennsylvania 3,320 41518
Minncsata DAV LA Ryl
Missisaippi i1 nn

Muontana
Nebraska 5530 691.2
New  Jersen 1,237 1,546.2%
New York 1.767%% 22087
Narth Caroling 2.87% 3,593.7%
North Dakota 185 31
Nova Scotia 200 250.00
Ohto 3,287 4,108.7%
Pacilic 245 306.25
Pittsburgh 1,702% 2,127
Ruocky Mountain 172 25
South Carohna 1,636 20458
Texats 603 75378
Virginia T64% 9338
West Vuginia 223 1788
Western Canada 640 8O0,
Wisconsin ROT* 1,121

Total 31,486 $30,591%

*19%2-19%3% Statistics
*219%1:1952 Statistics

Gus calks Spamsh

With the usual service read in s
unusual  language Gus  Wedemeyer,
New York City District president, and
Pastor Antonio Contreras installed LL



Evangchica
. The service was held
v anniversary of the tor
n of the church,
~ Followmyg the service, using the
Spanish edition of the Common Serv-
iwe Book, Gus and Pastor Contreras
othcisted at Sevvvve de hustalacion para
la Directiva de la Sociedad de [orenes
de la Iglesia Evangelrca de Ston. As
the service progressed  the  candles
were lit and the group sang Sigue La
Luz (Follow the Gleam) and prayed
together Padre Nuestro (Lord’s Pray-
er). Conduding the scevice, the
leaguers and  congregation joined in
singing Ob [avenes Cristranos.

GRASS ROOTS

1,200 scattered leaguers

The 14 districts of the New York
ad New England LL were Vrally
happy’™ at their annual Unity Day cele
bratior.  Almost 1,200 leaguers met
smultancously in small groups across
the synod and talked about the sume
theme, "Chnst Liveth in Me ™

Eighty-six leaguers from 12 congre
gations in the Brooklyn Distnict gath
cred at Reformation Church. Letters of
greeting from other district presidents
were read. - . Almost twice that many
leaguers atended the Genesee Valley
dinner. Rochester's 1953 “Lutheran
Layman ot the Year.” \Willam Stackel.
was speaker,

Naw York City’s Unity Day opened
with a district communion servace at
St. John's, The Bronx. ‘The day ended
with a tellowship circle binding 92
leaguers together i prayer Mo
hawk Valley, Schohanna. and Southern
Trer distncts converged on Hartwick

Governor to Speak

® Governor of the State of Washing-
tn, Arthur B, Langlie, 1s among
speakers tentatively scheduled to spenk
at the Padfic Svonod LI conventon.
Sesstony will be held in St Paal's
Church, Seattle, April 22-24.

College, Onconta.  Reservations  for
130 had been sent . Two hundred
and seven showed up. Plans tor a tri
distnict leadership traming school
the fall of 1955 were received wiath
enthusiasm,

Variegated Lutherans

First All-Lutheran youth rally for
Nassau and Sutfolk countrics on Long
Island saw more than %40 young
people jammed into Epiphany Church,
Hempstead. Sponsored by the Inter-
synodical  Lutheran  Pastors’  Associa-
tton of the countics, 1t was attended
by youth of the Amernican Lutheran
Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Augustana Lutheran Church, Lutheran
Church-Migsount Synod, and United
lutheran Church

A survey of the differences ot the
various Lutheran church bodies and
the etfects of the differences on Lu-
theran unity 1s scheduled to be released
in June. Publisher is the Metropolitan
Luth¢ran Youth Counal. an nter-
synodicsl proup.

N. . districts merge

Another nulestone m New  Jersey
LL history was marked when Tour dis-
tricts consohdated to form the Central
Conference LU Convention  speaker
was Dr. Edwin H. Knudten, president
ol the New Jersey Synod. Sessions
were in St. Mark’s Church, Trenton.



Presid LLL hikes to elect

W

Tell-a-vision for othicers



sored by the Georgia-Alabama LL at
Redeemer Church,  Macon, Scventy
delcgates  of congregational  groups
were on hand to get information.

Synodical officers were interviewed
by Robert Freyermuth, Georgia-Ala
bama vice president. By using posters
and skits the officers presented varn
ouy dxpects of the Luther League pro
gram tor 1959

Wanted: A
Out

satisfactory answer

in Partland, Ore, 99 rEpre
wntatives of 24 Pacific Synod leagucs
met for three days at St James

Church. They spent most of the time
tracking down solutions to congre
gational league pmhlum

Questions such as, How can wg
pet the support of our congregation
tor our activities?” and, "How can
we obtain and keep advisors 77 were
fired at a panel composed of pastors
and %) nodical othicers.

The delegates were not content
with just any answer,” LUTHER Liry
(llt!t\[\)lhlclll "(\t‘r])' Bain reports
Several times it looked as st the
pancl were gomng to reman at the
church all day unless a more satis-
factory answer were found.

Holyv Week services divwn

If you believe that teen-agers just
won't get up carly for anything you
ought to visit Latitz, P, during Holy
Week, Should you walk down the
sreets there a httle before 6:30 A M
any morning  you would fnd both
voung people and aclults hurrying to:
ward St. Paul’s Church

Follow them, and you
the church sotal room,

enter
has

will
which

Georgia-Alabama’s Martin tells LLA con-
vention plans congregational officers.

been set up to rescmble s small chapel
"The only sound s Lenten music being
played through an amplifier from the
public address system upstairs The
room s lit entirely by candles. On a
scfeen in the tront of the room =R
projected a Lenten picture. The con®
gregation sits in silent meditation

Quictly « leaguer nses and an
nounces the first hymn. A sCripture
passage tollows, “Then another ten
ager sings a solo, A 10-minute meds
tation centered on the panting pro
Jected gn the screen s presentsl. The
service is closed with a hymn

Lights in an adjoning room then
invite everyone to a breakiast of hot
chocolate and buns. As we sit_around
the tables we enjoy not only the food
but the hue spint ot fellowship
Jeaguers can so reachly have when they
gt (l)gcthcr

Inherited from young men

'”lg g “ul\ \\uk strepos

garted at St Paul’s about

wert
10 ycar®

7




apo by a Sunday school class of young
men. Older men presented the meds
tations, Younger men arranged the
worship seevices and  prepared and
scrved the breaktasts

When the young men's class was
broken up by World War Il the
Luther League took over the program

On Palm Sunday ¢vening the boys
of the Luther League meet in the
basement ot the church, They carg
fully stack away tables and chairs used
by church school classes and arrange
the room to look like a small chapel
The amplhitying system s readied and
records are selected for the services
Tables and chairs are set up in the
room next to the chapel tor the light
breaktast served every morning

A wide sclection of shdes provides
prctures tor the meditation  periods
The league has discovered that a senes

Acolyte ignites candles on wreath at St

i onteresting. It may be composed of
great pantngs, starting perhaps sy
the triumphal entry on Monday 3od
leading up to the crucifision gpd
resurrection. Some paintings tha g
always popular are Plockhorst’s “The
Friumphal Entry,” da Vingr's “The
Last Sapper,” Hottman's “Chnst i
Gethsemane,”  Harrach’s "Peter’y
Demal,” ¢ v 7l Homo.” By
nand’s "Peter and  John Running
the Tomb,” and Mundkacsy's "Chrig
Betore Pilate™ and “The Crugihxion
All these and many  other  Kods
chromes may be seeured  trom e
United Lutheran Publication House

St. Paul's leaguers have found tht
Cynthia Pearl Maus® book, Chriir sl
the Fme Arts, s espeaally helpfel @
the preparation ot meditations

On  Monday morming  attendans
usually s about 65 at St. Paul's, The

Mark's service for high school students




congregation grows cach day, unul at
the end of the week it has exceeded
100. A number of adults attend cach
year, Soine of these are persons who
want to encourage the league mn the
work 1t 1s doing, but by far the most
of them arc people who come for the
worship  experience. Some  of  the
adults are from other churches in the
town. Many are on their way to work

“All the leaguers agrec,”  Pastor
Franas R Bell reports, “that starting
the day with God muakes a difference
i the way they feel, thar atitude mn
approaching their school work and
living the Christian hife throughout
the day. Most enthusastic comment
was nwade by one giel who said that
she wished the services would be held
cath day throughout the year”™

Put Christ into Christmas

How to "Put Chnst Back into
Chostmas™  was  explaned  to 483
Baltimore: District leaguers and friends
N a umque manner at Qur Saviour
Church, Balumore, Md. A Chnstmas
tree was used as a worship center, As
a star, an angel, and hghts were placed
on the tree, leaders quoted scnpture
and  gave short meditatons  dealing
with the symbols. A newly organized
giels’ chorus from Balumore's South-
e High School sang a concert ot
Christmas music

St. Mark’s Church, Kitchencr, Ont,,
18 located next to the Kitchener-Water-
loo Collegiate High School. So cvery
Wednesday and Faday moring in
Advent a devononal period for youth
was held between 8:35 and %49 A
An average of 23 high school students
attended

An Advent wreath wath 27 candles
was used. On Wednesday, candles tor

Monday. Tuesday, and  Wednesday
were lighted, CGo Friday, candles for
Thursday. Friday, and Saturday were
ignited. Pastor Frank Jensen led the
devotional penods.

From Pennavilvama o Souwh Carolina

In Collingdale, Pa. leaguers ot
First Church invited the entire ¢on-
gregation to attend the pageant “Come
Into My Heart” (Deceniber LUTHER
Livg) on the First Sunday after Chrst-
mas. After the vesper service, Pustor
and Mrs. Henry Hodel recerved the
leaguers and the congregation n the
parsonagie. While the Yule log burned,
the entire  group sang  Christmas
carols.

New York's Genesee Valley District
marked Chostmas in a spedial way
when 795 leaguors sang carols at hos-
pitals and the pemitentiary in Roches-
ter. At cach place they were requested
to return next Christmas, |

St. Stephen’s LI, Lexington, S0 €
prepared paper angels bearing Christ-
mus grectungs and distributed them to
the old people at the Lowman Home
on Christmas morming. They also sang
cerols for the gucsts

Leaguers parade floas

Floats were the major ume-consum-
crs of a league m Hooper, Nebr,, and
of four leagues m Hagerstown, Md
In Ncebraska the occasion was  the
Podge County Fair. In Maryland it
was  Hagerstown's annual  mummers
parade

Chnist, the Hope ot the World™
was proclumed with large letters on
both sides of the 8-by-14-toot display
of Zion LL. Hooper. Under a stmu.
lated palm tree sat a “tor real” mis.
sionary, LElaune Wagner, on turlough

9



Hagerstown float was designed and constructed by vouth from four local churche
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One thing leads to another

A project can get mihty comphe
cated, leaguers of Indunola Church,
Columbus, Ohto, have learned, Last
ycar they adopted the simple project
of cleanmg up the basement of the
antsh housc. But that wuas just the
ﬁcgmmng

Enthusiastically they accepted paint
tor the room, donated by the father
of onc of the leaguers. But before
panting could begin the walls and
tloor had to be scrubbed with soap and
water, Hours and a lot of clbow grease
latcr the room was spotless. Then,
however, 1t was discovered that the
soap had sunk into the cement toor
.uurth it paint would not stick. Finally
acd had to be used before the pant
wuld be apphed.

After many smeared faces and sore
muscles the walls and tloor were beau:
titul. But the room was cmpty. Furni-
ture was needed. So local «‘m jockies
were asked to request donations  of
turniture, To e¢ncourage potential giv-
cers, the league rented a trader and
offered to pick up furniture at back
doors. Quite a bit of furniture was
offered.

Gne of the leaguers made curtams
And the basement room finally shaped
up surprisingly well. It was worth the
months of cfiort, leaguers deaded

Use sickles and bills

In Brocklyn, N. Y. lcaguers of
Messiah Church deaded that words
should be accompanied by acons. So
on one Sunday cveming they studied
a film on stewardship and the tollow
ing Frday assembled at the church
with rakes, sickles, hedge trimmers,
cte. ‘They worked the entire afternoon

(na school that day) cleaning up the
church premises. This activity was
followed by a supper party

Leaguers at St Mark’s, Bloomficld,
Nebr.. have been  expressing  ther
scnse of stewardshup by reaching nto
their pockets and pulling out moncy.
At cach mectung they pass a small
church-bank. Funds will b used
ule the church’s basement toor,

EYV IS M
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LL sponsors Little League

“Wedl,
with you ?”’
of a member of
ville. Tenn

“Because you get tired of histening
before the program is over,” big sister
rephied

"All right then,” quipped the small-
fry, “why don’t vou have a lesson thae
1 won't get tired about ?”

That evening the big sister learned
that other leaguers had had similiar
situations  with brothers and  sisters.
The group dedided to make the small-
try a Muller’s L1 project.

Children, aged 8 to 12, were n-
vited to several LI sessions. Thus the
kids saw at first-hand the workings of
a league. ‘Then they were mvited to
start coming onc hour carlier than the
regular league time. They clected therr
own ofticers, and carcfully too, just like
the older group.

Later their meetings were changed
to a weekday afternoon so they nught
have a longer session and incorporate
some practice in siging. Out of the
Little League has budded a tirst-class
junior choir.

why can’t 1 po to leaguc
1 10-ycar-old brother asked
Miller's LL. Knox-



Good Shepherd choir

A\ Negro heads the congregauon’s worship and music commitiee

They Erased the Color Line

A small, determined group sand thac the gospel was for

all men. Result: A new, inter-racial massion i Detront

By Clyde G. Steele

G()( D SHEPHERD  CHURCH,
| 5

5 5

Many churches change m  character
ind  betome  mtersracial, but  Good
Shepherd has had Negroes, Indians,

12

suburban

sC

e

scction of the iy Bue @



First wid from BAM . . Net
| | Ch ted for posts. A

M 3 Lily . : r L Acs

3 ﬂ 3

Ssnod president installs ounal. “We have w0 explide the myth,” Pastor Knudeen
warns, “that Negroes are bined up waiting o get into Lutheran congregatonss’




ited a ¢ross section of the congrega-
tion, rapping on doors trom house to
house, The results of my interviews
give a strong indication of the sparit,
the personal fechngs, and the out-
look for the future of Good Shepherd

One Negro man, active in  the
atfairs of the ongregation, could see
no problemns for the presemt, He
thought that considerable progress had
been made and that the machinery of
the church was functiomng smoothly
He said that barriers in the minds of
some of the whites outside the con
gregation had to be broken down. But
he also pointed to barrters that needed
to be destroyed in the minds of some
of the Negroes. He felt that within
the congregation skepticism about the
future success of the work had ¢eased
to exist.

A Negro woman who formerly be
longed to a Missourt Synod inter-racial
congregation  was  very  cnthusiastic
about the project. She said m sub-
stance: ‘The Supreme Court decision
was one more step toward complete
freedom for the Negro People
will have to accept it that way whether
they want to or not ., . It's gomg
to come to more and more churches

Other Negroes impressed me with
their complete taith in the success of
the expeniment. Almost without ex-
ception, optunism and a spirit of (o-
operation was cxprcswd m cvery inter-
view with 4 Negro family,

Whites agree
"All my life 1 have been taught
not to regard the color of a person’s
skin,” sard Mrs. Theodore Braham,
active leader in Good Shepherd and
pusuhm of the Detrot Council of
Church Women, “U'm all for this new

14
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venture in the ULC™ So far ag she
had been able to ascerzain, the new
group  was \\urkm‘g harmoniously,
with no signs of racal dtferences,

Members of another white family
were in complete agrecement with Mrs,
Brahamn,  In  the beginning,  they
thought, there may have been some
shight feclings aganst caung together,
A few of the whites refrained from
entertaming  the Negroes i therr
homes out ol fear of criticism trom
their white neighbors

Refernng to the practice of issuing
and accepting invitatons  from  the
Negroes, one white lady said, "Twelve
months ago it was unthinkable. Today
it 15 a mattes of common custom,”

Youth adds a word

An attractive 16-yearold gurl, fairly
regular in attendance at the \\orshxp
services, was anterviewed  concerning
the possibility of an inter-racial Luther
League. No such auxiltary had been
started.

"We have no objection to having
Negroes in the church with us,” she
satd, "We would welcome them in 2
Luther League, We have Negroes as
neighbors and tnd  them  very mige
people.”

I took the¢ matter one step further
and asked about having them in her
home und about the matter of daung.
She rephied that there would be no
objection to having them in her home,
but on the subject of dates she threw

® ‘The Rev. Clyde G. Sweele
pastor of the Michigan Synod's
largest congregation, Hope Church,
Detron. He s a correspondent for
The Latheran and a contributor (0
Padpit Digest.




out an emphatic, "No.”

Up to that ume there had been
practically no mixing of teen-agers on
the socal level

Bubbles in the paint pot

The prcture of Good Shcrhcrd con-
gregation  has some  ugly  streaks
through it. When the tirst canvass of
the community was made, approxi-
mately 75 persons, most of whom were
formerly members of Augsburg, mdi-
cated an mterest n forming an mter-
racaal congregation. Only 40 of these
75 actually became a part of the char.
ter membership

What  happened to  the  others?
Many who found the idea attractive
m theory panicked when they found
that the congregation was scrtous in
s mvitaton to  Negroes, Japanese,
Chinese, and Indians, Others thought
a few persons of a different race would
justify the label of “mterracial,” They
were afraid that the wlintes might find
themselves outnumbered.  In - several
cases familics have found themselves
divided on the issuc—a wife joining,
for example, while her husband  re-
frams.

The origmal statement of prmciple
of the mterractal congregation  was
made by Pastor Knudsen, It has been
\mulv followed

don’t preach race at Good

Sht‘phud he said, "nor do we feel
especially  virtuous  about  being  in.
clusive Though the realization

ot such a brotherhood wall take time,
someone has to start somewhere. So
we're venturmg on faith. Pioncering
fosts, but we are willing to pay the
price. Judgment day will bring the
really important scgregation

QOur am,” he continued, “is a
really open church  with arms  out.

spread to embrace every poor and un-
self-righteous sinner who needs it. re-
gardless of hue of skin”

For many people the cmching argu-
ment aganst an nterracial church s
the possubxllt\' of its leading to nter-
marriage. “That possibility has been
taced squarely. Such marriages  arc
ncither encouraged nor discouraged.

One such marnage exists at Good
Shepherd. Durmg the course of tny
mterviews 1t was  mentioned  re-
peatedly

The couple told me that in Good
Shepherd tl:cy had found the answer
to thair scarch for a spiritual home,
The husband and wife, both talented
musictans, work in many churches and
fratemal groups. The wife  proudly
admitted that n Good Shepherd they
had found a better atmosphere than
m any other of the churches or groups
in which they had labored.

Problems to be solved

"One thing must be done,” Pastor
Knudsen said, "We have to explode
the assumption unconsaously held by
many white Lutherans that Ne‘grod
arc Imed up waiting for the ribbon
to be cut to get into our congregs-
tions, This 1s tar from the case. Not
only do we have the normal obstacles
to urban cvangehzation to contend
with but, in the @se of Negroes, we
are up against a tradition of genera-
tions of white opprassion that 5 not
sunply forgotten overmight

"To win Negroes to the Lutheran
church means even greater ctfort than
to win whites. The Negro s fully cap-
able of awscssing the ditference be-
tween gospel propaganda on the one
hand and genumne personal love on
the other, Only the latter will bring
him in”

15
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A S/m‘/}// Kind of Artist

James Wines believes that ey ery man has been given cre-

ative ability that he should use for those around him.

By Nancy Bauer

uA

Gaves Luther bust

M



home  congregation,  Ascension  Lu
theran Church, Towson, Md. It has
been copied for use on Lutheran pos-
ters .-mxf in several Lutheran publica
tions and has recetved much acclaim
as a new anterpretation of the Re-
former.

In speaking of the bust, Jim cx-
plained that first a statue 15 created
in clay. Then, since clay s not a
permanent mediim, it s st of a
harder metal—in this case bronze
Somctimes there 18 an intermediate
step in which the statue s st in a
material that 1s harder than clay but
less permanent than the final
terial,

In 1951, Jim won the United Na-
tons Internattonal  Poster  contest
While he was in high school he re-
ceived a total of 24 state and 12
national awards in art that are made
cach  year by  Natronal  Scholastre
Magazine,

KRey o his personality

Although he 1s primanily concerned
with sculpture, Jim majored in print.
mg mediums  such  as lithography,
wood cograving, and etching while at
Syracuse University. ‘This seeming con-
tradiction 15 a key to his personality
and philosophy of art. To Jun it is
cssential that art communicate to the
people for whom it ts created, He
fecls that at s impossible to create
any art without taking into consider-
aon all other forms of art. Accord.
g to this theory, 1n order to com
mumicate adequately with socicety, the
artist must be able to understand all
forms of art and to appreciate their
qualities and values,

His latest project, conducted in co.

18

operation with an architect and 2
pawnter, grew out of this theory. The
three formed a group that s tryin
to bring nto reality a church that ¥
truly cxpressive of  modern  seciety,
Thew aim 15 for such complete o
ordimation that no panting or sculp
turing could exist outside the wally
created for them, and no room would
be complete without the painting and
statues that should accompany it,

The group fecls that in too many
churches paintings  and  statues  are
picked up as afterthoughts. Their plan
s o olfer a package unit whereby
the fmancial limitations can be st
before the work has begun. The fin.
tshed church will be an integral unit
in - which the art and  architecture
would lose meanming 1f 150lated. They
teel that churches stand to gain by
using the services of dedicated artists
who will work almost entirely for the
love of it instcad of relying upon
commercial firms that are w the buse
ness tor the profit.

Climax of several months of plan-
ning came when the three artists dis
played their ideas and  samples of
their work in an exhibit at the Syra
cuse Museum of Finc Arts during the
tiest days of last June. The display
icluded a model of the proposed
chapel; several of Jim’s statues, wood-
cuts, and stone  hthographs: and
.\.lmplts of pantings by the third
member of the group. Jim spoke for

® The cover picture on this issue
of Luther Life is part of a wood-
cut enutlad "Chrise Mocked.” It s
one of the six prines with which
Jim won a Pulizer  Travcling
Scholaeship.
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YOUR PERSONALITY

Will Attect Your Carcer

A genius who has never developed his personality Is as

bright to most people as a light bulb minus clectriciy.

By Viernon L. Strempke

NE HUNDRED large busimess
and industrial corporations were
recently asked what was the most im-
portant factor m the selection and pro.
motion of employces. The answer
was: Personality. Your personality to
a large degree holds the secret to vour
success or faiure. Your personality
can cither make or break your carcer
It 15 a5 hard “'to put your finger on™
your personality as it 15 to step on vour
own shadow. You catch only Heeting
ghmpses of your reflected personality,
Your personality 1s what you have
been, shat you are, and what you

can be,

You are unique!

You have heard about "identical
twins.” Have you ever seen them ? No,
you never saw idennical twins” in the
hteral sease of the term! There are no
two people just exactly alike m this
world “There aren't even two peas in
2 pod that are perfectly identical. God
never uses carbon paper!
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So, you really are umique! God has
made you ditferent from everyone clse,
Do you know how difterent you are
from other people? It 15 safe to say
you don’t fully know vourself. You
need to try to understand  yourselt
more  completely so that you «¢dn
choose and plan more telligently
your future carcer,

Personality counts!

Your personality is “the thing” mn
successfully working and hving with
others. You need an attractive person-
aliy to get your knowledge “across’
to the next person. The genius With
4 "dead personality” s as bright o
most people as a light bulb without
clectricaty. You are hnally known by
your abihity or inubihty t get along

® Dr. Vernon 1. Strempke 1s 2
staff secretary wath the Untied Lu-
theran Church’s Board of  Educa
ton. His  headquarters  are  in
Washington, D, C.




How to evaluate vourself!
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(Check YES or NO) YIS

Do 1 usually smile easily and naturally ?

Do | always look clean and neat?
Do | refrain from “poking fun™ of others?

Do I often give people genuine comphiments ?

Do | always express my appreciation of everything
others do tor me?

Do 1 control the desire to avord prying into the
personal affairs of others?

Do 1 enjoy mecting people and making friends?
Do 1 have most of the following: A hobby, a fa-
vorite movie star. 4 pet, 2 personal hbrary, an
interest in sports, a love tor music and art?

Do | avoid holding grudges?

Do | have a pleasant voice?

Do 1 keep promises?

Do 1 listen attentively to others without interrupting ?
Do 1 avoid uppearing to others as a “worrier 2

Do | go out of my way n showing an interest in
the concerns of others?
Do 1 really practice honesty?

Do | keep trom showing a superior attitude ?
Do 1 ¢nticize others 1n the same manner in which

I want to be critiazed?

Do 1 remember with comparative ease names, faces,
and dates?

Do | maintain a sincere sensitivity about the fecl
ings of others?

Do I use good Lnglish?

Do 1 always maintain corret posture ?

Do I usually reflect optimism, hope and confidence?

Do | successfully avoid disagreements?
Do | keep confidences?

Do 1 often get enthusiastic about something ?

Totay:

NO
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tage to use this mirror of personality
with complete honesty.

Add the number of answers in
the “yes” column only, and mul-
tiply by 4. Is your score below 352
It 50, you should not depend upon
your personality 1n achicving sudcess in
a career that requires ability to get
along with pc.-ukf If your score is
between 35 and 65 your personal re
lationslup to people should be  of
hmited signihcance in your carcer. [f
your score 15 over 65 your personality
will assist you in a carcer that depends
upon your ability to ntluence, to co-
operate, and to serve people.

If you think you can take i, ask
a trustworthy fricnd. pastor, or teacher
to rate your personality on the above
test.  Discuss  the negative  answers
with them and scarch for help in gain.
ing a better personality, Evaluate your-
self from ume to ume with the help
of tests and encourage the growth of
your personality  through  successive
steps of umprovement.

Whether your personality is below
average, average, or outstanding, you
nced to evaluate it in relation to your

carcer, Ask God to help you under-

stand, accept. and change your per-

sonality. He can also guide you in your

choice of carcer and your use of the

personal gift he has given you. God

desires that you reflect the glorious

personality ot Jesus, the Saviour, in

your career,
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@ In the Brinsh Muscum one can see 7S drafis of Thomas Gray's poem,

“Elegy Written in a Couantry Churchyard.”
nor the second nor the dhird.

he wrote 1t,

Gray didn't like the fiest way
He ssasn’t sansticd unnt he

scrihhled it over and over TS times.—Household Magazinie.

® ‘There is one type of woman rarely seen in 2 paschiacrist’s othice. Tha
is the woman who is glad sheé is a weman. Although now a1 minonty in
our female population (only 344 per cent according 0 9 survey made by
Fortrmre magazine), she honestly enjovs homemaking, and more than ans-
thing in the world wanis o raise a family of healthy, normal youngsters,

During my 20 vears of listeniog to distressed patienis,

I have never met

her in my office—because she doesn’t need belp.

—Maarymia F.

Farnham, psychiateist and author.
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Rising Tide in the Orient

The poverty-stricken people of Asia are hungry. And they

are angry with being cxploitcd by the West, It's no won-

der that they listen when Communists woo, “Coolies, unite!”

By Robert Pad Roth

TIDE of hatred for the Western

world has been rising in Asia and
Africa since the end of World War 11
that 15 more than embarrassing to us
It 15 a heartbreaking and  penlous
riddle.

The West 15 like the nch man's
daughter who wants desperately to get
marricd but lacks suntors. All of the
chigible young men are afraid of bang
accused of marrying  her  for her
moncy

We¢ have everything a nation could
want: Wealth of resources, techniques
of production. complete freedom of
movement and expression. In contrast
non-Western countries live in poverty
and fear. Yer mstead of befriending
45 %0 as to become more like us, they
are turning to Russian Communism, a
slave system with second-rate scientiti
know-how

Here 15 the score: Russia has not
had to engage in a single large-scale
military ctfort since the defeat of Ger.
many- In that ume, however, she hag
Suked mto  her  power  Poland,
C.zcchoslovakia, China, North Korea,
and the northern half of Indo.Ching,
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And in the case of the Onentals
Commumuism  has inspired  fanancal
millions to c¢ngage i bleudy il
WArs,

Some non-\Western nations, it §
true, are committed to the cause of
frecdom. Burma, Siam. the Philip-
pines, Pakistan have taken care of the
Communists witlun their own borders.
They can be counted on to continue
as faithtul allies

But the vast arcas of India, Ceylon,
Indonesia, and the countries of Africa
are still non-commatted. Where will
they turn? How can we draw them
our way? ‘These are complex ques-
tions with no easy solution,

Dangerously explosive

These people whose friendship we
are diligently courting have certain
characteristics in common : They are
all of colored races. They are mostly
pagans. They are members of arrested
avilizations,

The latter is a simple way of saying
that they are poor, under-privilegeds
lacking in saenupc and  mdustmal
technology, and lost n tribal customs
and cults. In short, they are not 2
self-conscious people aware of what



H:

Viaim of hawred in China is Missionary
Paul Mackensen, who is imprisoned on
charges of engaging in germ  warfare.



tracting the fricndship of the Oricnt
is our recogmtion ot the basic fact
that frcedom cannot be won 1 a
single, simple step. We pont to the
fact that to be truly free we must also
be individually  and  nationally  re-
sponsible. Earming such freedom re-
quires the laborious process of educa-
tion, law, and constitutional govern-
ment. In comparison, the ignorant
masses hind Russia’s offer of “'free
dom™ on the basis of revolutton much
more attractive.

torce and charm

The two expanding cultures that are
competing for control over the stag-
nant civilizatons of the world are us
mg two methods to gain the ascend-
ancy: Force and charm, History has
shown that a naton can dominate
weaker peoples cither by forced sub.
jecion or by the attractiveness of its
cultural charm. While Britain  was
winning battles in India, French was
the court language in Moscow,

Russia 15 generally regarded as seek-
ing to control through use of the
police state, and she does not hesitate
to use force to gun her ends when-
cver she 15 confident of vidory. Ac.
tually, however, Russia 1s winning her
battles more ctfectively with her charm
and attractivencess,

No nation goes to war unless her
leaders think they can gain by blood.
shed, and atomic warfare promises to
be so deasdly that neither side can hope
to win. It 13 therefore not at all sur.
prising to tind Russia using methods
short of war to extend her induence,
It 25 surprising to find her charm more
attractive than ours.

On our part, of course, the use of
direct means of domination i no
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longer morally accepted, There was o
time when British, French, and Datch
imperinlism was conscientiously  pur.
sucd. But today even if we could win
a so-called preventive war, our West.
cn governments would not «mbark
upon It.

Our morul stand concerning the use
of torce has complicated our problem
through the tact that Oriental people
respect strength and despise weaknes.
An Indian proverb says, "It possible
grab a men by his pigtal, of not kiss
his fect.” ‘Thus charactenistic of the
Oriental mind means that 1f we would
only show the muasses the power of
our supcr bombs we could easily on-
trol them. We saw this demonstrated
at Hirosluma, But such a power argu:
ment 15 valid only so long as our
bombs are bizger than Russia’s

Bribes from Uncle Sam

In the meantime, smee we cannot
follow the alternative of force, we are
applving  the {vrcssurc of charm,
(Korea and Indo-China  demonstrate
that we sull use force as a contan:
ment measure, )

In order to meet the Communitt
promise of a better hife, the Western
world has begun “mussionary” projects
such as the Point Four Progran, the
Overscas Intormation Program, and a
host of UN-sponsored agencics.

In short, since we have found
threats to be impractical we have re-
sorted to bribes. But a bribe 15 never
offcred for the benctit of the person
who receves it The Onientals, cager
a8 they are o receive bribes, in
hardly be expected to respond to our
ctforts with any kind of loyalty. Qur
own people, on the other hand, hate
not yet achieved the sclfless Clinstian



spinit of sacrifice that would prompt
them to render assistance to the people
overseas without expecting a return on
their investinent

Whether it be mutual assistance or
outright grant, a further  problem
arises i coanection with the aid pro.
gran, The Oriental people are human
bengs with 1 dignmified pride, "They
mean 10 be respected. "Their integrity
as men must not be sullied, How can
we render them assistance without nts
appearing to be u crumb thrown to
dogs? How can we help them to help
themselves ?

Various practical helps have been
suggested and even tried on the level
ol control by attraction. If mission-
aries become unwwelcome in the Orient,
let us make 1t possible for unlimited
Ornental students to come to America
to study m our schools and ftactories
It the government aid program is too
impersonal and is not  properly  ad-
muistere:d, let us transter our tdow of
assistance  to private and  church
agenaies such as LWA. CROP. CARE
If colonmalism has failed, let us face
up to the facts and immediately in-
augurate  steps  to free  the  subject
peoples poliically as well as economic-
alls. If a show of military might 1§
unable to reverse the nsmg ude. lat
us make every effort to win the hearts
and souls of these people. We cannot
win by feeding their bodies alone,

All these points have been made
agamn and agam. and I emphasize ther

® Dr. Robent Paul Roth gained
hackground for chis article while
seeving as a theologiaal  professor
s India. Currently he s on the
faculty of  Southern  Seminary.

validity. But, tn addinon, let us probe
a Inttde deeper into  the  peculiarly
Christian apprassal of the world crigis.

Rod of God's anger

The Chnstian solution to the cash
between East and West begins with
God and lus plan of salvation for
mankind. It s God who first and
fmally guides the desunies of men and
nations through history. He  used
Ncbuchadnezzar as a road of chastise-
ment to punish the crrant Israclites.
He used Cyrus to set them free.

O Assyna, rod of my anger, and
statf of my fury! Against a godless
nation | send him, and against the
people of my wrath [ charge lum, to
despoil them, and to prey on them,
and to trample them down like mire
ot the streets, . .. But when the Lord
has finished all his work on Mount
Zion and Jerusalem. he wall punish the
arrogant boasting of the king of As.
syria, and his  vainglorious  pride.”
(Isarah 10: 56, 12)

It 1s not impossible for God to use
Russian  Communism to punish the
Western world for ats selush matertal-
ism. Indeed the prophetic message ot
scripture would teach us to solve our
problems with the nations by st
putting our own house in order, We
must begin by getting nght with God'!

A materialisuc capitalism will never
defeat a matenialisie communism be-
cause they are essentially the same
thing. The ditference s that material-
istic capitalism s controlled by a few.
loosc-jomted  private interests  (Five

£ cent of the businesses in the Umited
States cmploy 95 per cent of the
labor!), while matenalistic commun-
ism is controlled by the monolithic
organization of the state. When ma-
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terialism fights materialism the more
teghtly orgamzed nation will win.

We are speaking of the exercise of
power. In human soctety power can be
wiclded only with organizatnon

Thus it was possible for laborers to
risc from serfdom to a remarkably
high standard of living through the
organization of labor unions. It was
possible for struggling doctors to nise
to become the lughest paid profession
through the orgamization of the
American Medical Associaton,

But when orgamized power goes too
far, it becomes intoxicated and tumbles
into ignomintous defeat. This s the
action ot God in history: Quem deus
vult perdere, prius dementat—whom
God would destroy, he first makes
mad. If the West has exerased an
teresponsible management of ats tal.
ents, we should not be surprised when
God sends us a rod of chastisement,
Morcover, if that rod of chastisement
becomes overly proud it too will be
dashed to the ground.

Our Christian responsibility i1s to
avoid both the crror of arrogant ac-
uvism in which we try to play the
role of God in history and the error
of sclnsh quictism in which we refuse
to It God use us as lus instruments,
whether of punishment or mercy,

Although our Christian roots have
brought forth the freedom of demox.
racy, saence, and industry. it would
be utter folly for us to boast that the
democratic control of the West s
identical to the reign of God, ‘The

-
kingdom of God comes indeed of it-
sclf, says Luther, without our prayer,
without our vote, without our Point
Four program.

When it comes it s God's doing:
through the love and grace of Christ.
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Our concern s simply that we shall
receive it gratefully when 1t comes
and act in willing and cheerful accord
with God’s will throughout its cstab.
lishment. It belongs to 2 new age that
knows ncither threats nor bribes, for
it is beyond the law

But while we yet live in this pres.
ent age, God stll works his will and
guides us in accord with has plan of
salvation for the age to come.

TOPIC IDEAS

Worship outline

HyMn: "O Where Are Kings and Empirees
Now " CSB 203

Psaim 2

Te Deum lLaubpamus
(sung or read)

Scue TR Il Thessalonians 2
13: 1839

L.LORD'S PRAYER

HvyamN: “For All the Saints who from their
Labes Rest™ CSB 250

Discussion questions

of Matins servace

1-12, Luke

1. What is God's plan of salvatton for
mankind’

2. In what way is Christiamity rcsponsr
ible for the rich frunis of democracy,
saence, and industry?

3, Is the Orwiental mind essentially dit
ferent from the Western mind’

4. How can the church influence the
government in international affairs?

S. What 15 the ditference between the
ascendancy of Russia and the U. S and
the astendancy of the kingdom of God?
How does Gad use nations to further his
cnds?

6, Study the 7w Denm Lamdaniui trom
the Matins service to discover the tra®
diwnal  Christian  understanding  of the
working of God in lustory. What 18 the
role of prophet and martyr? How 1§ the
prophetic voice heard today in our struggle
with the Ornent?



For your Lenten Bible study, the Luther League of Amer-

I presents a series of five topics cxplaining

Revelation:

Book of Courage and Comfort

By John David Newpher

ECTS and individuals have sought

to hnd in the book of Revelation
exact  predictions  concerming  such
things as the nise and fall of nations,
disturbances in nature, heresy in the
church, and the end of the world. Al-
though 1t does have a great deal to
say 1n gencral terms about the ultimate
outcome of lustory, that s not the
pont of the book at all.

The pont s casily missed because
Revelaton s a confusing book. Even
th¢ reader who makes an honest at-
tempt to wade through the pages tends
to get lost in symbols, figures, mys-
ticism

Some hght begins to appear when
We remember that the Eastern mind
funations ditferenty than the West-
crn mind. The Westerner hikes to pre-
sent adeas in logical, conase, objec-

tive fashion, usmg Roman numcrals
and subsections liberally. But anyone
who trics to outhne preascly the book
of Revelation s soon tearing out his
hair, For the Eastern mind perfers to
portray truth subjectively, n pictures
and symbols, allowing the listener to
use his own imagination and intuition
m graspmng the cssental dea, The
Western reader must be prepared to
get behind the symbols and pictures
to the essential idea. He must not mis.
take the symbol itsclf for the objective
truth

Light also comes when we reahize
that some of the obscurity in the book
is dchberate for the sake of satey
Two Chrigtians corresponding  with
cach other in Communist China today
would be expeded to make allusions,
to refrain from mentionng names, to
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val thar deas with hints, and to use
symhols. They would hope that the
censor would miss the point of the
letter but that the friend would be
able to read behind the lines and find
the truth.

The author of Revelation wrote in
perilous times. Christians lived under
the threat of persecution and were
faced with official action against them.
Yet to these Christians John was able
to convey a message of warning, of
comfort, and of joy.

We must be prepared to get behind
the obscurities to the essential idea.
We must not mistake the figure used,
the hint dropped, for the thing-in-
self

Bleak moments of history

The 20th century reader must also
remember something about apocalyptic
writing, for Revelation falls into this
category. Apocalyptic literature ap-

rs in the bleak moments of human
ustory. And Revelation appears to
have been written during the reign
of the Emperor Domitian, A.D. 81-96.

Somchow Rome had developed the
idea, probably fostered by the em.
perors themselves, that the head of
the Roman empire was a god. As
such the emperor should, thought
Rome, be worshipped and adored.
Decrees were beginning to go through-
out the empire requiring that sacri-
fices be made to the god-emperor.
Local civil authorities were to enforce
the decrees, while local priests of the
official Roman cultic religion were to
organize and direct this worship,
Trouble was ahead for men who be-
lieved in Jesus Christ as their Lord
and Saviour,

Apoualyptic

30

hterature  does  not

B o St

spare words in picturing the black:
ness of the current situation. In fag,
it shows how the situation will

worse. Men will suffer and die. Na
ture will be convulsed. Heresies will
abound. Signs and wonders will occur.

Apocalyptic writers see history as
a cosmic battle between God and
Satan. They paint their picture on a
large canvas with broad, sweeping
strokes. We would make a tragic error
if we would put a microscope on one
small segment of that large canvas,
We would be doing violence to the
meaning of the writing if we were to
examine critically one particular :F:;
bol or figure and then say, “Thi
means that in the year 19— thus and
so will happen.”

Instead we must look at the whole
canvas and seck to understand the
ﬁt::wral cternal truths the artist has

n inspired to convey to his immedi-
ate readers and to all generations of
true believers,

Strangely enough, in spite of the
bleakness, apocalyptic literature s
filled with hope. The apocalyptist
knows that no matter how dark his-
torical conditions become the eventual
victory will be won by God. He also
knows that if a Christian believer re-
mains faithful he will eventually share
in that victory. This is the reason why
we are calling Revelation a book of

@ The Rev. John David Newpher
s pastor of Ascension Church, on
the campus of Philadclphia Sem-
iacy. A former fellow and in-
structor ac the scninary, he s now
dong graduate work in systemhng
theology at Temple Universiy.




.

warning, a book of comfort. and a
book of jov.

The author warns his readers of the
ditacult days that lic ahcad, He warns
them that umes will come when it
will seem  casier to give up the
struggle. Yet he comforts them by
assuring them that on their side fights
the valiant One, He tells them that
when the enemy’s worst 15 done he
will have nothing won, for to the
faithful will be the kmgdom of God,
And the author fmally pictures the
joy, the peace, the power that will
come to those who remam at the side
ot the valiant One. The future be-
longs to God and to his people

John in extle

Tradiion pomts to John the apostle
a5 the author of Revelation, It is be-
heved that he, while exiled on the
island of Patmos, scnsed the trouble
some tmes ahead for the church,

He wrtes in particular to  the
churches 1in northwest Asia Mmor,
churches he had personally known and
served, Yot so pierang is Johu's view,
%0 many arc the sceds of truth his
maossage  carries, that  Christians i
every age have found comfort m his
words.

John begms by authenticatmyg lus
work. Verses 1.3 show that this s not
the revelation of man, but of Jesus
Chrst. God gave 1t to Jesus. In turn
Jesus sent it by his angel to John.
The mtroduction of an angel as 1
messenger 15 typical  of  apocalyptic
hiterature,

Notice how the idea of tension. of
urgency, is immediately introdluced by
such phrases as “things which must
shortly tome to pass” and “the tune
18 at himd.” This s an urgent book.

It secks to awaken, to arouse, to pre-
pare those who read. John is not tol
crant of mdifference and maction on
the part of Christans. He sces that
if we are to pray, we must fight. And

it we are to fight aright, we must
pray anght,
Having introduced the note of

urgency, John immediately brings his
readers to Hun who s their hope in
the midst of penl. Note in verses 4-8
the glowmg terms . which  John
speaks of Jesus: He which s, which
was, which 15 to come; the faithful
witness, the tirst begotten of the dead;
prmce: of the kmgs of carth; alpha
and omega: the almighty. Only a man
who has staked lus all on Jesus can
speak ot Jesus thus.

John writes that through Jesus, the
lowly, the persecuted. and the down-
trodden shall be made kmgs and
pricsts unto God. What words of
power to those whom Rome regarded
as weak, miscrable, scarcely worth the
trouble to torment. Men, says John,
may regard you as the scourings of the
carth, but God calls you lus kmpgs
and pricsts.

The first chapter closes with a de-
scription of how  John recewved his
revelation. On one Sunday on  the
island ot Patmos, perhaps while he s
brooding over the condiion of hw
churches, he hears a voice hke a
trumpet and s bidden to write what
he sces, Note m verse 11 that he 8
to see and then to write. Here 18 no
mechanical dictation,

Note also m verses 1316 the ma-
jestic terms in which the Son ot Man
is deseribed. It is as of John s saymp,
What does the majesty, the pomp, the:
glory of Rame, or any other carthly
power, compare: to the glory of him
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that hives, and was dead. and behold
lives forevermore, having in his hand
the keys of hell and death (rerse 19).
Can you not catch already the ap-
proach John s going to usc to com:
fort and encourage his people?

Before we leave this chapter, two
points should be explained. In verse
16 mention 15 made of the sharp, two.
cdged sword. This echoes Paul's
phrase in Ephesians 6: 17 concerning
the sword of the Spirit, which 1s the
Word of God. It also is parallel to
Hebrews d: 12, “For the Word of
God 15 quick, and powerful, and
sharper than  any  two-cdged sword,
pierang even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit, and of the jonts
and marrow, and 15 a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart,
Jesus humself 1s the Word of God,
that Word which both cuts and re-
proves and heals and comforts

Seven churches in Asiat Minor

Finally we note several references
to the number seven: The seven spir-
its, the seven churches, the seven
golden candlesticks, the seven stars,
the seven angels, Often in Jewish hit.
crature the number seven 15 used as a
symbol of completeness and also as a
reference to the eternal Spirit of God.
In the use of this symboi John is try-
ing to show that his revelation s au-
thentic and real. It is to the whole
church. It comes from the authentic
and complete One, and this One s
the sutficient One.

Chapters 2 and 3 contain messages
to seven churches in - Asia Minor.
These are not symbolic churches, but
actual congregations,

Probably John knew the congrega-
tions ntmately. He knew their
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strength and  therr  weaknesses. He
knew their historical situation.

‘That lustorical situation, as well a
the inner spititual condition, wag nt
the same n cach congregation, In
some of the churches persccution wag
alrcady active, In some of the churches
particular temptations were confront.
g the Chnstians, In some of the
churches were spintual powers nat
possessed by the others, Yet while
John writes to specific local ongre-
gatons, his messages are 5o strikin
and carry so many sceds of truth that
they contun something for both frst
century and 20th century Christians,

Chapter 2: 17 contains 2 message
to the church at Ephesus. This con-
gregaton was the largest and most
important of the seven churches. It
had been blessed with capable leader-
ship. Paul had labored there tveo yeark
Timothy later was assigned  there.
John himsclf served at Ephesus,

John tnds much to praise n the
group. Verses 2 and 3 indicate that
the members had inuch patience and
endurance. Verses 2 and 6 show that
the Ephesians were doctrinally sound.
They Lad not been tisled by the Nito:
laitanes, men who taught such a liberal
viewpoint in morals that some rcoplc
came to believe a Christian could live
any type of moral life he chose and
engage m worldly and 'lmg.m prac-
uces as long as he professed intel
lectual faith in Jesus Christ

Verse 4, however, dicates that
somecthing 15 wrong at Ephesus. A
lack of warmth, a cooling of love, »
noted. Often it happens that love, tol-
erance, sympathy. and Christian for-
bearance are lost when there s con®
stant tension over exactness of dov-
tine and punity of tcaching. Those



who c¢mphasize the need tor funda-
mentals - doctrine and  pracice are
many times cold, austere, and harsh,
Doctrinal correctness must always be
coupled with Christian charity.

John sharply warns the Lphesians
that they will lose their church—the
candlestick wall be removed—unless
they repent, Yet the passage doses,
as do all these seven letters, with a
note of promise and blessing to those
who repent and overcome (rerse 7).

No spectator on the bulcony

Verses 8-11 of chapter 2 deal with
the church at Smyrna, a wealthy port
aty SO mules north of Ephesus. Note
how John writes concerming the place
of Jesus m their lives (verses 8 and
9). Qur lLord knows our tribulations.
He knows them as one who s no
mere on-looking God but as one who
because of his witness faced  death
himselt. Our Lord 1s no mere specta-
tor up on the balcony, but an active
parucipant in the arena of hife. Be-
cause of his action and his victory,
those who remmn faithtul o him
know with certainty that they will be
gwven the crown of Life. Victory, vice
tory, victory s the bold cry of the
churdh,

A whole sermon could be written
on verse 10. “"Fear none of those
things which thou shalt sutfer: behold
the devil shall cast some ol you into
prison, that ye may be tricd; and you
shall have tribulation 10 days.” The
Christian fauth 18 no wiatch-cratt re-
ligion that assurcs its tollowers a per-
petual Christmas Day, [t 15 no magic
protection  from testing, from pan,
from suftering.

John pulls no punches. He tells his
readers that their very faith will bring

persecution on them. “They are neither
to seck persecution. nor to run from
it. Always before the man who over-
comes 1s the assurance that while phys-
ical death may be his lot. yet he shall
not be hurt by the second death—
separation from God (rerie 11).

Lourdes of Asia Minor

Revelation 2: 12-17 presents the
message to the church at Pergamum,
This city lhies S0 mies north of
Smayrna. It s the capital of the prov-
mnce. Here s a temple built to the
dead emperor, Augustus Cacsar, Mere
also 15 the Lourdes of Asia Minor,
headquarters of a cult of healing deds-
cated to Aesculapius. Because it is the
capital and hence has in 1t the local
avil and religious pagan leaders, and
because it s the scat of so much cultic
activitics, John refers to it as the seat
ol Satan.

False beliefs and false teachings
scem to trouble Pergamum. In verses
12 and 16 John brings the sharp, two-
edged sword of the Word into oppo-
sition to these false doctrines

The Christtans at Pergamum  were
evidently proud and stubborn people.
Verse 13 indicates how, 1n one sense,
their stubbornness helped them i face
of persecution. They would not bow
their necks o worship the statue of
the emperor. Evidently Pergamum was
the cty in which  recnimmmations
against the Christians first broke out
in the province.

On the other hand, stubbornness
led the Pergamum Christians to intel-
lectual pride and to immoral hving
Some, ot least, were led to believe
that as long as they held to the
“ereeds,” as long as they confessed
their faith, they were free to mingle
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But he did not engage in their prac-
tices. Fhs presence there had a re.
demptive purpose and was not sunple
self-enjoyment.

The letter to Thyatra closes with
a promuise to those who remain faith.
fu[ Now Rome has the presuge, the
grandeur, the power. But in verses
26-29, John reminds his readers as
to who has the real grandeur and the
real power, The power of Rome shall
some day be broken to shivers, but the
power of God shall endure forever,

T O P I Gl D RAS

1. This study has been prepared in such
a way that it is almost imperative for each
leaguer to have his Bible open to the
chapters in Revelation under discussion
For intelligent discussion the text must
be read. The group may read the chap-
ters silently. Or the leader may read each
section aloud before discussing it.

2. Since the King James version has
been used in the quotations in this article,
it may be well for the leader 1o read from

that version while the group follows in
the Revised Standard version.

3. Discuss the three items that help
us to understand the use of symbols in
Revelation: A) The approach of the East-
ern mind. B) The deliberate obscurity for
the sake of safety. C) The significunce of
apocalyptic literature,

4. Ask the following questions to set
the stage: A) Who was the author? B)
When was the book written? C) Whese?
D) To whom? E) What kind of historical
conditions prevailed at the time?

5. Be sure to get across these main
ideas: A) The note of urgency under
which John writes. B) The warning he
gives to those who may prove unfaithful
in face of persecution. C) The method of
comfort he uses to Christians under perse-
cution—that is, the assurance that ultimate
victory belongs to Christ and his faithful
people.

Worship suggestions
Hvsrs: "Once to Every Man and Nation™

“Rise, Ye Chuldren of Salvation™

"0 Day of God Draw Nigh"
Psata 23 or 91
PrAVER: Christian Yourh Hiymual No

or 34,
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® | have not much sympathy with those who regard the bomb as more
witked than previous methods of warfare. From the dme of bows and
arrows onwards, warfare has always been as wicked as people knew how
w make . . . . The auempt 0 prohibit this or that weapon in the hope
that war may remain im agrecable pastime is fuale, and 15 inspired, 0
some, by dishike of perpetval peace, which has become the only alternanve
o cwmplete divaster —Beortrand Rassoll,

® Dr. Wilfred Jarvis, ouwstanding Australian Chrisuan, recemly wld of
a conversation with a celigious leader on a university campus. Dr. Jar<s
had been speaking 1o about 300 umversity students, “You have a wonder-
ful group of Christian young people here,” he mentioned 10 the teader.

"Yes, | suppose so,” saud the leader, shaking his head, “bue | cannot help
but recognize that 300 Communists would be having more ¢ffect on the
Iife of this campws.” 0. E. Borne.

35



Sculptor Hans Schulee’s conception of the four horsemen referred 0 in chapier 6
They represent death, famine and food protucering, lust for power, and warfare

Jesus Is the Saviour

Revelauon calls him the Lamb in the Throne. He has sat-

isficd God's demand for purity, righteousness, obedience.

By Jobn David Newpber

N the first session dealing with

Revelation we completed the sec
ond chapter of the book. We took a
look at the letters written to the
hurches of Ephcsus, Smyrna, Per
gamum, and ‘Thyatira. Now we are
ru.nl) to discuss the letters addressed
te the churches at Sardis, Philadelphia,
and Laodicea
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Verses 16 of chapter 3 are written
to the church at 5.1[-!1\, lying 35 mule?
south of “Thyatira, Sardis was once an
important city, but by John's nme nt
has become one of those towns thit
listory has passed by. Perhaps becaulic
it 1s net under the pressure and ten
sion of some of the other churches,
the Sardis congregation has only 2
nominal Christian hite,

It s sigoincant  that Sardis and



least
false

Laodicca, the two  churches
troubled by persecution  and
teachings, were the two congregations
that were most dissatisfactory. Com-
placenty was therr temptation,

“"Remember therefore,” John warns,
“how thou hast recaved and heard.
and hold fast, and repent. It therelore
thou shalt not watch, I will come on
thee as a thaef, and thou shalt not
know what hour | will come upon
thee” (verse 3).

But there 1s i Sardis, as in any
church where the gospel is nightly
preached, a few Chnistians who are
worthy. It 15 to such—the encrgetic,
the faithful, the enduring—that the
romise 15 given that God will not
lot their names out of his book.

Praise for Philadelphia

It s refreshing to turn from the
«nsure in the letter to Sardis to the
commendation in the letter to Phila-
delplua (30 7-13). The Philadelphia
Christans  have been faithful and
have not denied Chnist’'s name, As a
result, John tells them, they will re-
ive 1 three-fold reward:

1. They will find sccurity n their
relation to God (rerse 8b).

2. They wall achieve victory over
their unmediate foes. These foes are
not the Roman othciuls but Jews who
have demed ther Messiah (verse 9).

3. They will be delivered in the
tinal crisis (verse 10).

[t will be worthwhile to examine
what John means m verse 7 when he
speaks of Jesus under the symbol of
the key. Every thinking person stops
from time to time to ask what hife
15 all about: Why are we here 2 Where
are we gomg? Is life here simply a
little space between nothingness and

nothingness 2 Does it consist only in
cating and slecping and  filling  the
belly ?

The whole: point of bfe, says the
Christan, s fellowship with God.
Man was created that he might tind
lite, And 1t is Jesus Christ who has
the key to this hife, He alone can
open and admit through forgiveness.
When he opens, no man, no tragic
expencace, no ctfort of the world can
shut the door on the believer.

John indicates n the introduction
to the message to the church at
Laodicea (rerse 14) that Jesus is the
Amen, for he guarantees the truth
of any statement and the execution of
any promisc. He s both the beginning
of the ¢reaton and the end. He is the
goal of all of hfe,

Lukewarm Laodicea

The message to the seventh church
15 a biting one (3: 14-22). l1odrcea
15 3 lukewarm church. And John says
that this 1s the worst condition, It
1s casier to win onc who is 1n oppo-
sition than it is to arouse the indif-
ferent, the complacent, the sclf-saus.
ficd.

The Laodiceans are self-satisticd be-
cause their standard of sclf-pudgment
15 poor. They have forgotten to look
in the mirror of the Word of God
and sce how weak they are, how spir-
itually poor and blind. They use hu-
man standards of judgment instead of
divine standards. The man who com-
pares himself to his naghbor may ap-
pear  fairly decent. But - when  he
compares himself to Jesus he 8 a8
nothing,

The Laodiceans are complacent akvo
because they are poor historians. In
spite of the penlous situation, in spate
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of the threat of false teachings, they
are unable 0 sense the times and
see the need for urgent action.

And they have forgotten that it 1s
not by human efforts or good inten-
tions that one recetves spirtual riches,
but from Jesus (“of me,” verse 18).
In their blindness they do not see that
it 15 from those whom Christ loves
that he demands the most (verse 19).

Yet even to these blind, smug
Christians remains the promise that if
one does repent, Christ will abide
with him and through Christ he will
gain the hnal victory. Again and again
we hear the promise of victory. But

this victory comes only through great
tribulation.

A look at heaven

Having insshed, for 1 momeng, with
the present historical situation, John
tutnis- his attention 10 heaven

John is the tecipient of a series of
visions that deal with such things as
th_r throne of God, the Lamb, the book
ol thc_ future, the overthrow of the
aty of Rome, and the bliss of the
saints. Note in verse 1 of

chapter 4
that these visions

are revelations and
not just idle speculations.

For our present purpose we need
not become overly concerned about
trying to understand every symbol.
Many of the symbols used are from
ancient rabbinic sources. We would
have to be excellent scholars of He-
brew antiquity to understand every
rcfcn—m'c. It 1s enough to catch the
tenor of John's essential ideas.

(,lupl«._'r 4 contains a vision of the
thrunt.: of God surrounded by 24 elders
.\:}J tour beasts. Verses 3.5 picture
God in majestic terms with  his
heaveanly coun aroupd him. By using
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terms that fOll the reader with a sense
of the might of God, John secks to
inspire and brighten the expectations
of the believers. Naturally we dare not
ill!-.ri‘fl.!t‘ llltw. "|t.\al!§‘l:c_l|l\ ]:'lcl'.l"}'

Chapter 5 tells us that in the right
hand of him who sits on the throne
is a hook sealed with seven seals. It
contains, symbolically, the full con-
tents—again the use of “seven” as a
figure of completeness—of  God's
eternal purpose for the future. Ths
purpose is hidden from every created
being—man, angel, and demon

Only the Uncreated One can open
God's divine purpose for men. This
Uncreated One is the Lion of Judsh
Yet the Lion is the Lamb, the one who
was slam. He alone has the power and
the searching insight of the Spirit

In effect, John 1s simply saying that
Jesus alone 1s the author and fnisher
of our faith. He alone 15 the key of
life and lustory.

This chapter  concludes  with 2
hymn of praise to him who alone can
open the book of God's purpose
Verses 9 and 10 are: worthy of special
comment, In wverse 9 the nterest 1s
centered in redemption-—ever the real
kernel of the Chnistian message. Men
are brought o fellowship with God
only through the sactifice of Jesus
Christ. And  Jesus, John points out,
15 0l just the Jewish Messiah, He 18
the Saviour of the whole world, “out
of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation” (rerse 9)

This Jesus has not only redeemed
men, he has made for men a king-
dom. This kingdom shall some day
rule the whole carth with the be
hevers as kings and pricsts betore God
(verse 10) . Naked carthly power with
its lust for prestige and its cmphasis



m:

on matcrial secunity  will be  van-
quished, It will be vanquished by the
Lamb who was slain

Book of eternal purpose

Revelation 6 to 8:1 deals with the
opening of the seven seals on the
book of God's cternal purpose. The
constructton here may be {:Hhul( to
follow. We would expect seven con-
sccutive  visions, one vision tor the
opening of each scal. Yet between
the sixth and seventh scals s an inter-
mezzo of two vistons that are not
dircctly connected with the opening
of the scals,

When we come to the dimax—the
opening of the seventh sealwe see
that somchow the vision dissolves -
to the visions of the seven trumpets
Thus the order 1s: 1) The hrst six
scals. 2) An nteninezzo of two sep-
arate visions. 3) The clinax of the
seventh scal dissolving into seven new
visions. All of this has the effect of
haightening the suspense and making
the reader understand that God wall
not move to his fmal acts unul the
time is npe and he s ready.

Flvmg assured the church that Je-
sus s the author and fimsher of our
fath, John turns his attention to the
future and the conung judgment
Revelatton 6: 1.8 deals wath the open:
ing of the hirst four seals. Under the
symbol of the four horses men are
viarned of the plagues that will fall
upon unbclieving men. “These are: 1)
The lust for pmu.r and the agnation
1o conqucr, The constant warring
and l.u'l( of pc.lu:. 3) Famines and the
resuling food profitcening. 4) The un-
leashmg of pestilence. death, and the
Satanie forces. It 1s interesting to com-

pare these verses with the 24th chap-
ter of Matthew.

The fifth scal (rerses 9-11) tells of
the connuing martyrdom for belicv-
ers. It assures them that God has not
forgotten them. But they must wait
until the coming day of the Lord.

Revelation 6 concludes with the vi.
ston of the sixth scal. This tells that
the day of wrath 1s coming with con-
current  convulsions in nature. This
upsct significs the divine punishment
of those who persist in their pride and
unfaithtfulness, “For the great day of
his wrath s come; and who shall be
able to stand ?” (verse 17).

Betore God's demands for perfect
rightcousness, goodness, punty, and
obedience. who can be saved? John
uses the next chapter to answer this
question

Who can be saved?

-

Revelation 7 is a pause between the
sixth and seventh visions of the seals.
Here are presented two interlude vi-
stons, Verses 1-8 inform that the taith-
ful have God's sign placed upon them.
Although the redeemed must undergo
martyrdom, they are remembered by
God. 'They need not fear the judg-
ment despite the fact that they must
cndure the other five wraths visited
upon carth

The number 194,000 should not be
taken Iiterally. Use of the number 15
merely a stercotyped method of nam-
ing God's cluldren

Note that m the hist of the 12
tribes Jaseph s substiwwed for kph-
raim and the name of Dan s druppul
This tollows the rnbbum traclition
that from the tribe of Dan will come
the Anuchrist.

The tirst interlude vision deals wath
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the spintual safety of the redeemed
on earth. The sccond interlude vision

7: 9:17) deals with the bliss of the
redeemed in heaven,

Words of joy are offered to behies-
cts of all ages: To those who wonder
if life 15 worth hving, to those who
mourn, to those who are loncly and
perplexed, to those who must muke
their witness before hostile pagan aw
thonities.

Here 15 a multitude that no man
can number, They are from cvery na-
ton and people. ‘They are victorious
because, having remained  fanthful,
they have conquered. Yet they have
not onquered on their own. They
have been redeemed by the blood of
Christ. “These are they which came
out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them
white i the blood of the Lamb”
(rerse 14).

They are under God's presence, free
from matcrial needs and free from
sutfering. Their Saviour s with them.

If you were an Ephesian Christian
who had been threatened with impris-
onment, torture, and death, would you
not find strength and power 1n saying
these words confidently to yourself:
“Therefore are they before the throne
of God, and serve him Jday and night
i his temple: and he that sitteth on
the throne shall dwell among them.
They <hall hunger no more, ncither
thirst any more; ncither shall the sun
light on them, nor any heat. For the
Limb which 1 in the midst of the
throne shall feed them, and shall lead
them unto living fountainy of watcers:
and God shall wipe away all tears from
their c)'es" (rerses 15-17).

The series of visions concerning the
opening of the seven scals on the book
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of God’s cternal purposes concludes
with the opening of the Seventh Seal
(8: 1). Instead of describing the ch.
max—as would be expected  from
versey 6: 17 and 7: 2—Revelation
simply states that when the Seventh
scal is opened there 15 an ominous
period of hushed awe mn heaven,
Then immediately the vision dis-
solves 1INt 2 new series Of Visions (on-
cerning the seven angels  with  the
seven  trumpets.  Thus  suspense  #
heightened and curiosity 15 arouved.
John is not yet ready to reveal the end-

1. Remember that for proftable studf
of this topic ¢ach keiguer should have e
Bible spen to the particular (haptérs in
Revelation under ditscussion,

2 Is there in our churches todiy a
sense of the urgency of the umes? Gve

reasons which show why the church should
not be complacent today

3. Discuss in what scnse Jesus s the
Kev. The Ann
4. Explain what it mcans 10 lose and

vet to win, 10 be chastened and not killed,
to dic and yet to live

S, What 1% the kernel of the Chiruldn
message?

é. How decs John answer the ques-
tuon concerning what God shall do for hi#

farthful ones in trying days? Refer to
chapter 7

Suggested worship
HymNs

"0 Come, OO Come Emunanucel™
“The Church's One Foundation'
"My Soul, Be On Thy Guard”

“For All the Saints Who From Therr
L.abors Rest”
CANTICLE: “Dignus est Agnus,” page 359,

Chrastran Youth Hymnal
PRAYER: | o 58 In CY M.



The Seven Trumpets

Blowing of the final trumpet announces the start of the

last grea struggle between the forces of good and evil.

By Jobr David Newpbher

E HAVE examined John's in.

troductory vision, his letters to
the Scven churches, lis vision of the
thronc of God, and the visions con
cerning the book of God's eternal pur-
poses. We have noted in the visions of
the opening of the scven seals that
between the opening of the sixth and
seventh scal there 15 an interlude con-
sisung of two other revelations, And
we have secn that the vision of the
seventh seal dissolves into a fresh
senics of visions,

In the next series of visions
ing with seven angels with  geven
trumpets—the same gencral order pre-
vals: 1) The blowing of the tirst six
trumpets. 2) A pause of two inter-
lude isions. 3) ‘The blowing of the
seventh trumpet with the vision  dis.
solving mto new visions

By doubling his visions John height.
¢n$ the effect and brings home to us
the power of Gad's judgment. In both
the visions of the seven seals and the
wven  trumpets—together  with  the
sweven bowls, about which we shall
Study later—John's cssenual idea 1s
that God shall judge the world and

dcﬂl‘

overcome evil. This is the message we
must ching to, We must avoid getuing
bogged down m details, m numerol-
ogy, n corrclating the seals or the
trumpets or the bowls to thus or that
stage of history.,

Betore the blowing of the trumpets
there 1s a hittle scene (8: 2-5) that
describes how an angel mingles 1o
gether the prayers of the saints and
the angels to form an incense betore
the throne of God. These prayers were
for the speedy end of the world, the
coming of Chnst, and the quick apph-
cation of |udgmcm on a persccuting
and unbcheving world, The minghng
scetms to indicate that even heaven i
reinforang the petitions of the mibi-
tant saints with its prayers for the end
and the judgment. The seven trumpets
that follow show that these prayers
were to be quickly answered.

The truinpets blow

Revelation 8: 6-13  discusses  the
blowing of the first tour trumpets.
The carth, the sea, the waters, and the
sky are affected, Yet note that only
onc.third of these things are to be
destroyed. The thought s that God
is meraful in spite of his judgments.
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We must be sure not to push these
symbols in such a manner as to cor-
rclate them to some actual histonical
scticy of cvents in some chronological
order. Rather we should catch: 1) The
note of warning. 2) The certanty of
1 judgment against evil. 3) The assur-
ance that the power of heaven and
carth 1s the Lord God's.

Now we build up towards the cli-
max with the blowing of the last three
ttumpets. Each of the trumpets 15 ac-
companied by 3 woe. Compare 9: 12,
the hest woes; 11:14, the second woe !
and 12:12, the third woe.

The blowing of the nfth trumpet
(9: 1:12) unlcashes a plague of lo-
custs that torture, but do not kill, the
unbchevers for five months. The lo-
custs are like demons that are allowed
to sung men. Their leader (rerse 11)
15 the king of the abyss. Perhaps we
an see here the thought of the tor-

ments of (onsience. torments that
tollow sin.

Focus your attention for a moment
on verse 6 of chapter 9: "And in those
days shall men seck death, and shall
not ind 1t ! and shall desire to die, and
d¢ath shall tlee from them,”

When hfe 15 going his way, the
Gl m2e hates death, But when life
1 not to his hking. he looks to death
25 in extape into nothingnes, Then
the withholding of death is to him a
warses for he must answer to the ¢jr-
cumStznces his evil has created,

The Chnstian, however, neither
secks death nor 1s afraid of it. He
!ooks forward to death as the door
into the life to come. At the same
time. he knows that his times are in
(..odls hand and that whether he lives
or dies he 15 the Lord's.
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Day of accounting

Revelation 90 13221 deals with the
blowing of the sixth trumpet and the
unlcashing of the sctond woe. Here
John uses some hustorical allusions to
clarify his point

The river Euphrates was regarded
as the boundary between the Roman
empire and Rome's dreaded cneny,
the Pacthian kingdom. The Parthians
were awesome warriors, noted for their
fine horsemanship and excellent arche
ery. It was from their habit of shoot-
ing a cloud of arrows at their foes at
the moment of retreating that we have
the saying a Parthian or parting shot.

Perhaps John s suggesting here that
Parthia will be an instrument of pun-
ishment on sinful Rome, just a5 in
the Old Testament God used the As-
svrians and the Babylonians as instru-

ments to punish disobedient Israel and
Judah,

The symbol of the four angels
(rerse 15) was a familiar  Jewish
apocalyptic idea, Each nation was sup-

sed to have its angel or ponce. The
inding or loosing of the angel ndr
cated whether the naton was to know
peace or have destruction visited upon
it

John here 15 saymng that a man, a
family, a nation, a avilizaton can deal
with évil just so long. ‘Then comes the
day of accounting. God s the lord
of men and of history. And the diy
of accounting will not be a pleasant

day to the unrepentant man or family
or nation.

Iven in the face of pumishment.
John points out, some men will not be
warncd. “And the rest of the men
which were not killed by these plagues
yet repented not of the works of their
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hands. that they should not worship
devils, and idols of gold, and silver,
and brass, and stone, and of wood
which neither ¢can see, nor hear, nor
walk: nerther repented they of their
murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of
their formication, nor of their thefts™
(verses 20, 21)

Some men wall not hear the gospel
They think they are the lords of the
carth. ‘They believe they can get away
with anything. “Ihey will not listen to
warmings.

Another interinezzo

At the end of the vision of the
blowing ot the sixth trumpet we come
again to an intermezzo, It contains two
visions. ‘The material runs from Revel-
ation 10: 1 to 11: 14.

With the beginning of chapter 10
we come into more ditticult territory.
Lip to the ¢nd of chapter 9 the method
olrprcwnt.ulun and the symbols used
are reasonably clear, but now both the
arrangement used and the ngures em-
ployed become quite diverse and com-

hcated. Chapters 10 and 11 scan to
L:c a r'.luic before the tinal catastrophes
are depieted.

Thus far we have been led through
the preliminanes to God's judgments,
Now the seer scems to be ready to
proclum the tinal judgments, We say

scems to be ready” for we shall find
later that again there are more visions
that must orst be reported. He be-
mes more costatic. ‘The visions and
revelations come faster and sometimes
are dealt with more Hectingly. But this
has the effect of naking the reader’s
task more ditheult. ‘

~ Revelaton 10: 1 shows us that John
s back on carth once more gazing up
into hcaven, He sces a mighty angel

whose message is for the whole world.
The message, however, is not to be
written down. John does not describe
the vision of the seven thunders. The
inference 1s that it s too terrible to
describe. Instead John is assured that
there wall be no more delay in Cod's
final judgment. ‘The mterval of rest,
mentioned in 6: L1, 1s over. ‘The final
judgment shall come when the seventh
trumpet sounds (¢f. 11: 15). Then
the tnal batle will wuke place with:
1) The fall of the dragon from heaven
(chapter 12). 2) The battle against
the beast on carth.

Mcanwhile (10:8-11) John i told
to go. take the little book that the
angel has in his hand, and cat it. The
book 1s to be sweet to the taste and
bitter to the stomach. A similar idea
of cating the Word of God s to be
found in the experiences of Jeremiah
and Ezckicl.

The point scems to be that the
experience of beng mspired by God 13
pleasant, but the burden of announc
ing Gad's Word to inen s often dis-
quicting. ‘The relationship with God
is delightful, but dithcult duties are
given to the prophet and the sant.

Why are we told nothing more
about what the little book contams?
Perhaps either because John 1s unable
to find words to describe s vision or
because, like the reference in Danel
12: 10, “Many shall be puriied and
made white, and tried; but the wicked
shall do wickedly: and none of the
wicked shall understand; but the wise
shall understand.”

At any rate, by not disclosing the
signiticance  mvolved John haghtens
the suspense and makes us realize that
in the final analysis we do not need
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to understand all of God's purposes
We need only to trust in him.

Enter two witnesses

Chapter 11:1-14 contns the second
interlude vision beaween the blowing
of the sixth and seventh tumpet. This
vision of the two witnesses 15 an as-
surance that in the midst of the dark
purposcs of God there will be preser-
vation for God's saints

In verses 1 and 2, the seer is told
to measure the temple. He, however,
ts not to measure the outer court—the
court of the Gentiles. The act of meas-
uring s a sien of preservaton. The
saints within the temple are to be pre-
surved through God's measuring, but
the heathen shall not be prescrved.
They shall be given up to destruction

Or the thought may be that the
inner spiritual hife cannot be harmed,
even though the Gentiles will have
destructive intluence over the external
Ife. They can trample down the body.
but will be unable to harm the soul.
We need not be concerned about the
ume symbols used here, for they are
figures to be found 1n Jewish apocalyp-
tic litcrature.

Verses 3 to 13 discuss the two wit-
nesses, It as impossible to assign tden-
titics to these two witnesses,

John scems to have tied several allu-
sions together here. Verse 4 carries
overtones of the two witnesses men-
tions in Zechariah 4: 3, 11-14. Verses
S and 6 rmake us think of Elijah and
Moses. Or there may be allusions here
to two podly witnesses who died dur-
ng the persecutions in the time of
James. But ssmbolically the two wit-
nesses stand for all the Christian wit.
nesses and martyes who tind deliver-
ance-—not from dcath but through
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death. ‘They receive thetr power from
God (werse 4), ‘They are not meek
witnesses, but have the power of pun-
ishment, Yet (eerses 7-10) evil 18 tem-
porarily  victortous  over  them. The
world rejoices at their death

Note in verse 8 how the witnesses
are identitied with Christ’s crucitixion,
This 1s one of the few reterences
the book to the historical life of Jesus

There is also the promise of ultr
mate victory, for the witnesses are
raised from the dead and translated to
glory. as the Lord also ascended. 1§
John were speaking in simple lan-
guage to us he might say, “Look, don't
expect your faith to be a magic amu-
lct that will keep all evil and danger
from you. In thus world, 1f you pro-
claim your faith and live and preach
the gospel, you are gong to run nto
opposition. Your very faith will an-
tagonize cvil men and torment thar
conscience. And there will be time$
when evil will defeat vou externally.
Evil men may cven cause vour death
Yet in dying for your fath you will
win.

“Your victory will not come through
cscape from death,” John tmight con-
unue, “but through death. But death
will have no hold over you. Through
death you will come to glory.”

Pcrlups‘ Amcrican Christrans can-
not reahize the utter power of John's
promisc. These words were not wnt:
ten for peaceful histonical situations,
but for times when the church was
being rocked to its foundations by
governmental cdicts, Spies were in the
pews  Prison terms threatened those
who preached the Word of God. Yet
Christtans in China. in Russia, and n
some South American countrics need
this consolation right now.



The seventh trumpet

Chapter 11 closes with the blowing
of the scventh trumpet (serses 14-19).
This trumpet signifies the preparation
for the last great senies of battles. But,
as we shall note, the vision dissolves
nto fresh visions,

It 15 as ot John were saying: ‘The
Lord has begun to reign. The day of
the Lord has come. Yet it 15 only the
dawn of the day. Much must be done
before the day 1s over, for the forces
of ¢vil are sull m the ficld and must
be overcome

You, John says to lus readers, are
lving i the final day of contlict, Has
tory has been a war between the torces
of good and cvil. Christ 1s m the ficld,
but whilc the victory is ours, the battle
stll goes on. The present trouble you
face 15 sumply the final phase in the
antagonism baween God and evil,

John tries to comfort those i per-
secution by showing them that ther
dithculties are not just meaningless,
isolated events, but a part of the great
conflict. “Thus they can see significance
in their struggles and be comtorted.

\Wheénever we know that what we
have to ¢ndure has incaning and s
lcading somewhere, we can take it
much more bravely than we can if the
tragedy 15 senseless,

While umes and canditions  have
changed since John wrote, we can be
sure of two things: The battle between
£ood and cvil 1s still raging, and vic-
tory belongs to the faithful.

Note oN 11: 19: It was a part of
Jewish tradition that the day of restor-
auon of the people would include the

restoral of the lost ark of the cove-
nant, Once more John borrowed Jew-
ish tradition and apocalypuc figures
and adapted them to Christan expec-
tations.

TOPIC IDEAS

1. What is our attitude toward death
when we think of life as a little space be-
tween nothingness and nothingness? How
should the Christian regard death—as an
evil or as a blessing?

2. What is there in some people which
makes them stubborn and unrepentant even
in the face of repeated warnings in God's
Word that there will be a day of account-
ing?

3. Inscuss what John means when he
ralks about both the sweetness and the bi
terness of the Word of God

4. What does John mesn when he cells
us that vigtory for the saint comes through
death rather than through cscape  from
death?

S. Can tragedy be differentiated be-
tween the senseless and the meaningful?
Is it easier to bear suffering when you can
sce that suffering adds to the gospel's
witness’

6. Are we right to describe history as
a battle between good and evil with God
at work on the side of good i order to
bring about his purposes, or is history
simply an unplanned series of interrelated
events

Suggested worship

HysNs

“(O Weord of God Incarnate”

“I'he Son of God Goes Forth to War”

‘Who Is on the Lord's Side?

“In the Hour of Trial”
Piatse: 1 or 27
PravErs 30 Or ST un

11 ymnal.

Chrrstran  Youlh

o @ o
® Let uy not park our brains at the door as we entér church, nor our hearid
at the door as we lcave.—Robert M, Holmes,
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Satan’s Angry Rebellion

The evil angel gets kicked out of heaven. Then he takes

hrg revolt to earth and rallies immoral men o his causer

By Jobn David Newpber

IN our last study in Revelation we
ame to the sounding of the
seventh trumpet. This action signified
the dawn of the last great day of
battle. John told his readers that forces
of evil were still to be overthrown.

Chapters 12 to 14 discuss the en-
emues of the church. John seems to see
three antagonists to be overcome: 1)
The local Asiatic governmental and
priestly authorities who foster pagan-
ism and compel worship of the Ro-
man emperor. 2) The empire itself
that stands behind these local author-
ities and gives them power. 3) Satan
himself who lends his power to the
empire and all the empire stands for.

John does not discuss these three
encmics and their overthrow in a logi-
cal, conase fashion. Instead he uses
visions,

Revelation 12 deals with the vision
of the woman with her child. The
symbolism is easy to understand, We
are naturally led to thoughts of the
churcch and of Jesus. The woman
seems to stand for the true lsrael—
the church. She s glorified by the

use of the figures of the sun and moon
and stats (verse 1),
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‘The dragon prepares to attack 'lhc
child, but the thls is caught up into
heaven. So the dragon turns his at-
tention to the woman, but she flees
to a place in the desert pn._-p.lr'r:d for
her. Perhaps John is referring to
periods of temporary rest that the
Palestinian church cxpcncnccd.
War in heaven

Verses 7-9 describe a war in heaven.
If we follow the traditional view that
this war occurred before the creation
of man, then there is some confusion
in time here. But the thought is that
Christ’s victory—his death, resurrec-
tion, and ascension—has really over-
come Satan. What follows is merely
the death throes, the final assaults of
a beaten Satan, ‘

Heaven rejoices over the tall of
Satan (verses 10-12). But a warmng
is quickly given to carth concerming
the wrath of Satan, who knows that he
must act at once. He is aware that his
time is short.

The dragon is finally conquered by
the blood of the Lamb and by the
faithful testimony and witnessing of
the saints (verse 11). Evil s always
overthrown when the faithful do not
love thar life so much that they seck
to escape death, )



Having been thrust out of heaven,
the tallenn Satan angrly pursucs the
woman. He sceks to  destroy the
church. But the woman flees before
him. We catch undertones here that
remind us of the flight from Egypt
and the crossing of the Red Sea

Vision of two beasts

Next comes the vision of the two
beasts. The first beast is undoubtedly
the Roman c¢mpire to whom Satan,
now i the background, has given his
PU\M.'I'.

Wlat  did the Chnstians  have
against the empire to see n it the
beast of Satan? First, the requirement
to wosship the emperor as a god and
to sacritice before his 1dol. Secondly,
the permission given by the empire to
the tremendous number of idolatries
and pagan religions that flournished at
the ume. ‘Thirdly, the concurrent im-
morality, vice, and evil in the empire.

Fiest-century Christians were not as
casy-gong towards immorality, dis-
honesty, and license as we are in our
century. They believed that any au-
thority or agency or group that per-
mitted idolatry and immorality was a
tool of Satan.

It s quite evident n chapter 13
that John 1s using symbolistn that does
not apply to some future age, but 1o
the age m which he writes. Some
think that the 10 horns mentioned on
the beast (rerse 1) represent the 10
Roman ¢mperors who reigned from
Augustus Cacsar to the time when the
book & being wrntten. ‘The seven
heads stand for the seven of those 10
emperors who lived long ¢nough to
be worslupped. The blaspheinous name
would represent the custom of these

seven  emperors to call  themselves
drrus or divine.

In verse 2 John combines the four
beasts mentioned in Daniel 7 nto
one beast—the empire. And in verse
3 s a reference to the most hated of
the emperots, Nero, whose death was
followed by bloody revolutions that
seemed about to topple the empire.
Yet the empire was presceved under
Vespasian.,

So terrible s the power of Rome
that it 1s able to continue ¢ven in the
midst of its own sclf-destruction. And
that power cxists vn Sstanic worship
and worship of the beast—Rome. But
those who worship such power and
such evil are those whose names are
not written in the book of life.

(Note concerming the 42 months
merttioned i verse Sb: This 15 a ref-
erence o the period when the Jews
were persccuted by ctioches Ephi-
phanes in the fre.(.'/)rull.w era. It 1s
used bere symbolically for the period
when evl 15 m the saddle.)

In the face of this evil, this wor-
ship of power, what are Christians to
do? They are to avoid tighting evil
with evil’s weapons: Force, persecu-
ton, torture. dishonesty.  Certainly
John would not agree with the Jesuit-
ical motto that the ends jusuty the
mecans. Chnstians  are to  remember
that “he that leadeth im0 captivity
shall go into captivaty: he that killeth
with the sword must be killed with
the sword” (werse 10). Chrstians are
to femain paticnt, to endure martyr-
dom instead of striking  with the
sword. In the end the meck shall in.
herit the carth,

Revelation 13: t1-18 discusses the
sccond beast. We judge that it stands
for the local authonities, political and
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religious, who seek to force people to
worship the Roman authority and the
false Suini(y. Through trickery and
pretension of miracles, they seek to
induce men to 1dolatry.

And behind their tnckery and ther
magic 15 coercion. We sce 1n verse
15b that failure to worship the ¢m-
peror and the empire meant death.
Those who subscribed to that worship
were evidently given some imperial
certificate, coin, or talisman a:rtitying
their subservience. Those who bore
this mark were permitted to trade and
to ¢ngage in public business. Those
who did not subscribe to idolatry were
excluded trom public life and not
allewed to do business
~ Their modern counterparts are those
Chestans behind  the fron  Curtain
who are retused labor certuficates or
cauon books 1t they refuse to subscribe
to ofhiral Communist edicts  and
politics.

In verse 18 15 the famous number
666. Many different sectarian mow-
ments try to corrclite 666, the An-
tichrist, and some particular historical
personage of the age in which they are
living.

Many Hiblical authorities  believe
that tlm. mystical number refers cither
to the l:mpgror Nero as the outstand-
ing ngure ot all that Rome stands for
or to the current pagan legend that
the dead Neto would rerurn and rule
Rome once more. At any ratc, it seems
obvious that the reference is to some
particular person who represents the

beast and enforces un

: iwral worsl
cither intluentiully or :aLr'lu.dl)'-“or“lP

Rut, John says, let the heathen have
the mark of the beast upon them. For
1t you as Christians are faithful you
also have a mark upon you, The
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Father's name s wnitten on your fore:
head. And the business you engape
in 15 God's business.

Thus in the tiest five verses of Reve
clation 14 John comforts the fathful
oncs, Only they know the holy song

a song of joy and victory. Of Course,
we must not interpret litcrally the
number 144,000 and believe, as do
some sectarians, that only 144,000
people will be saved. The number B
a symbol representing  the  perfedt
number of the saints,

Mcen are divided into two groups—
those who have the inark ot the beast
on them and those who bear on theit
forcheads the name of God

The final outcome

What wiall be the ultimate outtome
of these two groups?

Thos¢ who bear the mark of the
beast will be destroyed, For “the $ime
shall dnnk of the wine of the wrath
of God, which is poured out withotit
mixture 1o the cup ot his indifna’
tion; and he shall be tormented with
tirc and brimstone in the presence ot
the holy angels, and in the presente
of the Lamb: and the smoke of their
torment ascendeth forever and ever:
and they have no rest day nor night,
who worship the beast and his image,
and whosocver receiveth the mark of
s name”™ (verses 10, 11).

Those who are patient and faithtul
will recewe glory. OF them at shall be
Sade "Blessed are the dead who &€
in the lord from henceforth: Yeas
Suth the Spint, that they may et
trom thear labors, and their works do
follow them™ (rerse 13)

The gospel is preached for all men
to I'lc.nr (rerse 6) and all men are told
to fear God, and give glory to him;



for the hour of his judgment 1s come:
and worship lim  that made heaven,
and carth, and the sea, and the foun
tans of waters” (rerse 7)

But f men will not hear this gospel
and this warning then before them s
the wine-press of God's wrath. Note
the terrible tigure  John employs in
verses 15-20 of (h.lptcl’ 14

It i1s obvious that John dous not
think of God as some kindly old
grandfather. He would not agree with
those Universalists who believe that
in the end all men will be saved. John
saw God as One who 1s mercitful be-
vond description to those who love
him. but who will have nothing to do
with those who will not listen to both
his word of warrung and his word of
grace

There are those sentimentalists who

feel repugnance about any thought of
cternal punishinent and torment. And
we must believe that the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ takes no delight in
the torments ot the unbelievers, But
we must remember that when men de-
hibcrately  rebel  against God  and
harden their hearts they will know
scparation  trom God in this world
and in the next.

Furthcrmore  we  inust  remember
certain things: 1) John has something
of the wrath of the Old Testament
prophets against those who persccute
his faithful ones. 2) The times
which the seer 15 laboring are tense.
3) Throughout this book John 1+ speak-
mg m symbolic language. It ¥ un-
warranted to handle a svmbol tigura-
tively in one place and literally in an-
other. To me it 15 suthcent to speik

Your local league.
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of the destination of the unbchicvers
in terms of separation trom God,

Seven howls of plagues
After a partal description (chap-
ter 14: 6-20) of the wrath of God,
John turns to a more full description
in the visions of the seven angels with
the seven bowls of plagues. This series
of visions 15 in chapters 15 and 16
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Before John describes the terrible
outpuunn_g: of God's wrath on lhc_
heathen he pauses to give a word of
comfort to the faithful. This comfont
comes in verses 1-4 of chapter 15
the little ca of glass,
This sea of glass s mentioned 1
Revelation 4: 6 as a part of the de

i
scription of heaven, It evidently al-

vision of the

ludes to the firmament of heaven
Those who have E uned the victory
over the beast stand on the sca of

glass (are i heaven) and sing a song
of praisc to God for their deliverance

John again makes an allusion to the
u\'.li‘c of the children of Isracl from
ligyp( (verse 3). This s a continua-
tion of his idea that the Christian be-
lievers are the true Isracl. Just as
Moses delivered his }‘LU}‘I( from the
wrath of Egypt so Jesus will delver
Christians from the wrath ol the beast

In the entire passage that follows
John seems to infer that betore the
bowls are i'uurui out, the redeemed
are removed from carth to the salety
of heaven. The plagues fall only on
the unbelievers. This, it will be noted,
15 a different idea from that found n
the i‘l.l}:lll;\ of the seven trum[‘ch
There the believers had to share 1n
the misfortunes of earth, It s obvious
that John is through with prehimin:
aries. He is talking about the ulumate
wrath of God

Chapter 15 concludes with a de
scription of the appearance of the
seven .illgcl\ “hu Are _mung to Pnur
out this ultimate wrath on the world.
"And the temple was tlled  with
smoke from the glory of God, and
from his power,’ verse 8 states, and
no man was able to ¢nter the tcmplﬂ-
ull the seven PI"}:UL"- of the seven
angels were fulhlled.” Now God 18



unapproachable unul his wrath 1s out-
pourcd, says John, Now the penod of
st is over, the opportunity to repent
15 past

Sores. blood and tire

li chapter 16 John describes the
teerble things that befall earth when
God's wrath s outpourcd. No inter-
lude or intermezzo visions are here.
Although chapters 17 and 18 may be
regarded as a fuller description of the
working out ot the seventh bowl of
wrath, there 1s no dissolving ol the
seventh vision 1nto new visions,

The first bowl brings gricvous sores
on men. The second bowl's contents
cause the sea to become as coagulated
blood. The third bowl causes the rest
of carth’s waters to become blood, The
fourth outpouring causes men to be
scorched wath fire

The atth bow! s poured on the seat
of the beast atself—Rome, The king-
dom s filled with pain and darkness,
The sixth bow!l causes the river Eue
phrates to dry up. The kings of the
Last—the cnemies of Rome—are per-
mitted to cross the river and war
against Rome, The natrons gather at
Armageddon i a confused battle. At
onc and the same time they war agamst
cach other and also against the Lamb,
They are musled and  influenced by
three false spints from the dragon, the
beast, and the talse prophet. John s
again refernng to the enemics of the
church—Satan, the Roman cmpire,
and the local pagan guthoritics.

The seventh bowl outpoured causes
the great city itself to be divided mto
three parts, When Rome falls, all the

other pagan cities fall. The islands
tlee away and the mountains are not.
Great hal stones weighing over 100
pounds tall on men.

It would seem that with this final
plague John would come to the end
of his visions of God's wrath. But as
we shall sce m the final section of our
studics, chapters 17 and 18 contan a
fuller descripuon of the fall of the
aty of Rome. Chapters 19 and 20
describe the fall of the: empire, the
overthrow ot rdolatry and of Satan,
and the judgment of the wicked. ‘Then,
and then only, s John ready to de-
sciibe the delights awaiting the faith.
ful

TOPIC IDEAS

I. What are the forees that overcome
evil? Is moral action cnough? Discuss the
place of the atoning work of Jesus in the
overcoming of evil

2. How did John use the histoncal
event of the Hight from Lgvpt s a mdins
of comforung the faithful?

i. How does John tie up immoraliy
with 1dolatey?

4. With what weapons are Christians
1o hght evil? Why are we not to use the
methods of evil to fight ewil?

S, What 15 the mark the Chrsuan
bears?
Worship materials
Hy MNS
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Al
mighty’

"0 Where are Kings and Ernpires Now
“Brightly Gleams Our Bann€r

PsaLse 8 or 46

PRAYER: 29 or S0 trom Chesssrin Yousn
Hymnai.

® A man really believes only as much religion as be is willing 0 apply to

his by living.—Haold E. Garner.
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Even so, Come, Lord Jesus

After much complicated prophesy, Revelation concludes

with a simple prayer of vearning for Christ’s kingdom.

By Jobn David N acpher

HE concluding section of Revela-

ton contuins some of the most
dithcult passages of the book, In chap.
ters 17-20 John describes the ulumate
outpouring of God's wrath. In doing
s0 he uses many confusing symbols
coupled with what appear to be his
torical allusions to specific rulers and
historical events,

While it s difficult to understand
some of the specific designations, the
general idea 15 quite cear. It is that
before the wrath of God all that is
pagan, crucl, idolatrous, and blood-
thirsty shall be overcome. The mean-
ing becomes clearer if we see that
chapters 17 and 18 are & description
of the fall of Rome, Chapters 19 and
20 depict the fall of the whole empire,
the overthrow of idolatey and of Satan,
and the judgment of the wicked.

In chapter 17: 16 John describes
the Roman empire as the great harlot,
Throughout Revelation, as well a5 in
some passages of the Old Testament,
wolatry is discussed under the figure
of adultery. The ides is that when a
Man worships an alien god he is un.
faubful in his relations to the ong
truc God. Thus the nations have com-
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mitted evil n (oming to worshilp
Rome, the government that s scaed
on manv waters (that 15, ruler over the
known world).

In verse 3 the woman ¢an be inter-
reted as the aity of Rome, while the
L-a_st on which she sits is the whole
Roman empire. The entire  picture,
however, must nat be pressed too far
It 15 evident that God's wrath shall
fall on total Rome—aity, empire, and
government

What John thinks of Rome 5 coa-
tained in symbolical language in verses
A-6: She s rich, strong, and proud
her pomp. Yet in her is great evil and
abominations — sexual  irrepulanty,
cruelty, injustice, a persecuting spirit

n verses 7-11 the vision alters a

bit and the beast, which first s(()f)d
for the empire itself, now stands for
Nero as the symbol of all that is Rome.
There was a legend current at the time
that the dead Nero would somehow
revive and restore the glory of the
empire, Pcrhap\ John sees Nero in
Jomitian, the second great persecutor
of the Christians, Nero being the first
This would clarify verse 8, which talks
about “the beast that was, and is not,
and vet 15"

In verses 911 the symbol of the



seven heads of the beast 15 used in two
ways, Iirst, it to the seven halls
upon which Rome 15 built. Secondly
it scems to refer to the seven emperors
who lived long ¢nough to be called
diens or divine. They would be Au
gustus (27 B.C-AD. 14), Tiberius
(14.37), Caligula (37.41), Clauds
(41-51), Ncro (54-68), Vespasian
(69:79). and Titus (79-81)

‘The cighth head (4 11) would
then refer to Domitiun, the second
great perscautor. Many [hible scholars
believe the book of Revelation was
written during his reign

In verses 12:18 John writes of
very confused war. Perhaps  he s
thinking of an impending revolution
witlun Rome. It would seem that Nero
reborn will gather to himsclf the 10
kings of the East—pcerhaps the Par
thians—and war against Rome tor re
beling against him. Yet (verse 14)
the two protagomsts—and it 1s evident
that John holds no brief for cither
are also at war agamnst the Lamb and
s taithtul ones, ‘The Chastans are
to be caught i the middle of this con
fused war. If they remain faithful
how'exer, they will be saved

The 10 kings, together with Nero
rchorn, are successful against Rome
They assume the empire, only to be
come the last great toe, “For God
hath put 1 their hearts o fulnll s
will, and to agree, and give their king
dom unto the beast, until the words
of the Lord shall be fultilled” (#erse
17) - Here again are cchoes of the Old
Teéstament. Remember how God used
the evil nations of Assyria and Baby
lon to bring about his will

Chapter 18 contains songs Celebrat
ing the tall of Babylon—the <ty of
Rome. The  language throughout 8
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Nero's servanty st fire o0 Christians <o
the emperor’s garden will be iltuminiied.

prophetical, We catch agam the ma
jestic phrases of Isarah, Jeremuah, ind
Lzckiel, Verses 1-3 proclaun the full
Heaven sings i exultatuon: At the
samne time the faithtul are warned to
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disassociate  themselves  from  Rome
and not to parucipate in her evils.
The foes of Rome are told to repay
her double for all her evil (verses
6-8). Yet tlus does not scem to be
addressed to the Christian people, for
they are not told to punish Rome. In-
stead they are to disassociate them-
sclves from her.

But while heaven rejoices over the
tall of Rome, the subject natuons that
have come to obey her and to 1dohze
her lament over her. The merchants,
the traders, the salors and shipmas-
ters, all who grew nch through Rome
and in turn helped her to grow rich
mourn over both the loss of their trade
and the destroped wealth of the aty.
These passages remind us of chapters
26-28 1n the book of Ezcekicl where at
15 written that men lamented over the

fall of Tyre.

This dirge tor Rome, however, s
over-ndden by the rejoicing of those
who have been todden down by
Rome. The chapter closes with another
song of doom on Rome. The over-
throw will be sudden, violent, and
irrevocable, “The aty will be utterly
desolate (rerse 23) a8 she made deso-
late the ones she persecuted.

How interpret prophecies?

How arc we to nterpret  these
phophecies concerning the fall of the
city of Rome? It 1s evident that when
John wrote Rome was still i its glory.
And 1t ontinued to be in its glory
for centunies after the author died.
And Rome did not ollapse n a day,
h slowly yiclded to the Germanic in.
vasions. Even atter the power of the
cmpire moved from ltaly to Constan-
tnople the city of Rome continued to
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be a center throughout the medieval
age

What are we to say? Are John's
words of non-ctfect?2 Or 15 tharr ful-
fillment sull to come?

Certain things must be ponted out.
It 1s dangerous to particularize the
prophecies to any onc age or any one
historical development. Yet the essen:
tal truths that John s trying to bring
o his readers stll remam: 1) Ewl
cannot  perpetually endure. The Ro-
man empire did come apart at ats
seams. Lvil nations, cevil tamilics, evil
home, evil institutions and  agenacs,
evil  persons  cannot perpetually e
durc

2) To every man the day of ac
counting eventually comes. Grod hates
and desptses eval, and i the end he
will overthrow it and judge it 3)
Christian people believe that some day
the whole evil civilization and workd
will be overthrown and judged and
a new day will dawn.

4) Those who trust faithfully
God will find satety m him. Ther
safcty, however, may come through
death instead of by escape from death

Morc rejoicing n heaven

John now addeesses himselt to this
wider range of thoughts. The city of
Rome has tallen. The empare, dolatry’,
Satan himsclf will be overthrown. The
wicked will be judged. Yet John tiest
has to tell lhus readers of the rejoicing
in hcaven over what God has already
done and what he is about to do. The
hrst 10 verses of chapter 19 describe
this rejoicing,

Heaven exults that the Lamb will
be married to his bride. ‘The church
will be: united with her Lord, " Blessed
ard they which are aalled unto the



marriage supper of the Lamb™ (perse
9).

But before the marnage feast can
be consummated the final victory must
be won, Verses 11-16 describe Jesus
riding forth as the royal Vicor. He
15 the Faithtul and ‘I'rue Once (verie
11). The robe of only the Faithful and
True Onc 15 dipped n blood, for he
adlone conquers his enemies, He does
this through the Word, the revelation
and authority of God, The picture
here describes the absolute superiority
of Christ, since he alone ts King of
kings and l.ord of lords

Against this  victorious Lord the
empire, under the symbal ot the beast,
and the local pagan authorities (the
sccond  beast)  gird  themselves  for
battle.

The hrst 10 verses of chapter 20
descnibe how Satan 15 cast into the
bottomless pit for a thousand ycars
During this period those who have
refused to yield to the beast rergu
with Christ. The rest o the dead live
not

Verse 7 says that after the thousand
ycars are over Satan is loosed for a
hittle while. He stirs up trouble among
the natons and gets them to war
against the saints, But now fire comes
down trom hcaven to devour the in-
Surrectiomsts. ‘The devil himself is cast
forever into the lake of fire and brim.
Stone, where the beast and the false
prophet are already

Ihe pre-millenialises
The passage of scripture just de-
sCrlyed  has caused much msunder-
standing i the church, Groups such
as the Seventh Day Adventists and the
Mormons, and others known as pre-
millentalists, have sisted on a hteral

mterpretation of the passage. “They
tcach that there will be a hrst and
scvond resurrection and that between
the two resurrections Chrst will reign
for a thousand years wuh his saints.
The evil dead will not yet be raised.

The church as a whole has rejected
a literal nterpretation of this passage,
It accepts only one second coming of
Chnist and one bodily resurrecion.

Our own Lutheran church in the
Augsburg Confession. Arucle 17, re-
jects any  pre-millenial view: “They
also condemn  also others, who are
now spreading certam Jewssh oputons
that before the resurrection of the
dead, the godly shall take possession
of the kingdom of the world, the un-
godly bemng  cverywhere  suppressed
(exterminated).”

Here are some points to be remem.
bered i interpreung this dithcult pas-
sage. These 10 verses comprise the
only section in the New Testament
that teach a thousand-year reign and
two  resurrections.  Remember  that
scripture. must be interpreted in thé
light ot scripture,

And, of course, we must remember
that, i view of the hgurative ap-
proach throughout Revelation, we are
unwarranted to interprete literally this
onc yection. With the coming of the

WAGNER
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City of New York, offering o
strong Christ-centered educo-
tion ot both graduate and un-
dergraduate levels.

Grymes Hiil, Staten Island 1,
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era—that is, the age following
revelation of Jesus Christ—the
work of Satzn is naturally restricted.
Those who come to believe in Jesus
live with him now and are assured of
the life to come. Thus those who tumn
from sin know, figuratively and spir-
itually, a resurrection from sin and
evil to the life in God. Immediately
before Christ’s second coming there
shall be great apostasy and anti-Chris-
tian activity. But in the end Christ
will defeat evil, as he defeated it mn
the cross, and will gather his believers
unto himself. Here again is the note
of comfort for the faithful.

The final five verses of chapter 20
describe the final judgment and the
destruction of death and hell. All men
must appear before the Lamb (verse
12) and will be judged by what they
were in this life. Since deeds merely
reflect what the real inner faith of a
man is, the actual basis of judgment
is faith in God. Any man whose name
is not found in the book of life is
rejected before God (verse 13).

Two things are plain here. First,
John sees clearly that Rome and its
paganism shall eventually be over-
!hicrtowp. The Word of God shall be
victorious against this specific enemy.
This, we know, has hap;cpencd. m’l‘;}w
mstitutions of the Roman empire are
gone, the empire itself smasheg by the

invasions. And the 1
also has conquered Rome spir?t‘:xsaiﬁy
through evangelization and missions.

Secondly, John sces clearly that in
the end God will be victorious over all
evil. Christ will come again to over-
throw Satan, judge the world, and
bring about his kingdom. John, how-
evet, does not specify the length of
time that will intervene between the

judgment on pagan Rome and that
final act. We are still living between
these two events. Nor does John indi-
cate that therc will be other pagan
governments and institutions that will
risc to hamper and persecute the
church, But John would certainly
prophesy that just as evil can never be
ultimately victorious, so these pagan
nations and institutions must, n tuem,
fall before the living Word. In the
end evil itself, pcrsomﬁr:d in Sctan,
must fall,

Here is the warning: Have nothing
to do with evil.

Here is the comfort: God knows
your trials. He is fighting with you.

And here is the joy: Victory will be
to God and to his faithful ones.

Visions of the holy city

Chapters 21 and 22 deal with the
final series of visions—the visions of
the holy city, Verses 1-8 of chapter
21 stand as a prelude to the fnal
vision. John sces a new heaven and
a new carth (rerse 1). But the sea is
not present, for the ancients regard
the sea as a symbol of evil, of restless-
ness, of separation. Now God is no
longer absent from men. "Behold the
tabernacle of God is with men, and
he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself
shall be with them, and be their God”
(verse 3). Everything that has marred
life is done away—sorrow, pain, cry
ing, death. The Alpha and Omega
reigns with his faithful ones. The
apostates, the idolaters, the immoralists
are cast out.

Next John turns to a description of
the holy city (rerses 9-21). He sees
it as from a high hill. It is a city with
12 gates and 12 foundations, probably
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signifying both the 12 tribes of Isracl
and the 12 apostles. Thus both the
Old Testament and the New Testa-
ment church are included

The ncasure of the aty 15 hike a
cube, signifymg s perfection  and
completeness. The stones mentioned
wrrespond roughly to the stones on
the Jewish lugh priest’s breastplate
Perhaps the thought s that that which
was once reserved to the high priest
8 now the privalege of all of God's
people

There 15 no need i the aty tor a
temple (21:22-22:5). God himwsclf 15
the temple. In ke manner the cty
has no need for physical hght. The
glory of God s the light, People live
without fear and pass freely to and
fro. ‘The hife 1s abundant, prosperous,
secure, tilled with uninterrupted wor-
ship of God.

OF course, again, we must not make
the mistake of taking this as a heeral
description of heaven. But the key-
notes of the hife to come are clear:
1) The presence of God. 2) Fellow-
ship with his glory. 3) Absence: of
evil. 4) Abundant spintual life

The end. ac last

In the cpilogue (22: 6:21) two
truths are emphasized again and again
t) This book, says John, 15 an 1im-
portant authentic rexclation, 2) The
end 1s near

This prophecy 15 not a private opin-
ion of John, but 15 a direct testunony
of Jesus (rerse 16), Men are not to
add to, tamper with. or alter this book

® Hce who sayy he has never known fear is atrmd ¢
one way or another, every human being has knoswan

bis litctime.—Janet Kemplon,

(veries 17-18). "Behold 1 come quick-
ly: blessed 1s he that keepeth the say-
ings of the prophecy ot this book™
(l:"!l' 7) .

Then the book closes with what
must alwavs be the prayer of the
church, whether the church s hiving n
peaceful or in troubled tmes. “Even
0, come, lLord Jesus” (rerie 20). For
every behever longs and yearns for the
time when Christ will come to ¢stab-
lish his perfeat kingdom. Who would
not exchange the lite in this world for
the hfe cternal with God? And “the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you all. Amen”

TOPIC IDEAS

1. How docs John use the Nero legend?
2. Discuss the similarity of chapter
18 in Revelation with chapters 26 to 28
in the book of Ezekicl

3. What are the four essential truths
John is trying to convey to us through
his description of the fall of Rome?

4. Discuss what John s trying to say
through his description of Jesus as Victor.
What does he mean when he says only
Jesus really knows his own name?

5. Why does our church reject pre-mil-
lenialist concepts?

6. What are the ingredients which go
to make up life in the holy city?

Worship materials
HyMNs
QO Zion Haste” -
“Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun”™
“Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand
Psatat 149
PrRAYER: 90 vr 91

o face the truth, for m
some degree of fear in
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Tracy has 24 harrow ing hours in “Bad Day at Black Rock™

By LEugene Hoeftman |




20,000 Leagues Under the Sea
(Walc Disney)

There's No Business Like Show
Business (20th-Fox)

i

{ & Vaudeville's "Five Donahues™ fall apirt
when Johnnie Ray decides for pricsthood.
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common fatth that moves the people
to willmgly hve by the law.

When  Constantine  Christiamzed
the Roman Empire: and moved the m-
perial capital to Constantuinople, the
Christtan bishop at Rome wwas obliged
to mauntain order i western Europe,
The Roman Catholic church became
the “reign of God on earth,” owning
land,  llectmg  taxes,  supporting
armics, and  crownming  kings, The
church came to dominate the state

The opposite happened in the East,
The state ruled the church. For 106
centuries the church was the slave of
the state, unable to judge it

The American scene

On the American scene church and
state were separated because: 1) So
many different Christian groups settled
the colontes that a state church was
not fcasible. 2) The desm of the
tounding fathers asserted that one's
rights a3 a citizen were not related to
one’s faith n Chrst. But the religious
motivation of the colonies fostered a
Protestant rehigious culture. All levels
of government sought to fulfill Chris
tm duty i mecting the needs of
cizens

In the last century, however, the
scene has changed. Public education
now stnives toward “lofty neutrality”
i rehigions matters. Educators are re
plwang Chastanity with the cult ot
democracy: The “American way of
life” 15 taught as a religion.

Why haven’t Protestant Christians
more ctfectively alleviated social n-
justices? 1) We have preached peny,
personal, Old Testament morality. 2)
We have not rigorously considered the
mind of Chrst n complex soctal prob-
lems. 3) The Protestant people hate

been pulled down to the standards of
the world.

And how may the conscience of the
state be improved? 1) We Christians
must  pray aganst  oursclves  that |
through our penttence God's will may |
be done on carth. 2) The church must
tratn alert Cheastian citizens who, as
holders of public othices, are Chrstian
stewards m their work and who. as
voters, persuade the state by the con |
vinang msights of conscience,

In provokmg. nasive tashion, Dr.
Rutf outlines the responsibihty of che
church in the common lite ot men.

Joun Stacy
Youngstown, Obio
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THY WORD

IN MY HEART

Bible Sclectons for Lent Emphasize God's Love for Man

By Russell Frank Asman

NO doubt the publishing of the
Revised Standard Version of
the Bible three years ago, with the
great publicity that went with it, has
done much to account for the fact
that more Bibles are being sold today
than ever before in all history. And
because the new version is so much
more easily read and understood, the
Bible is probably being more widely
studied than ever before.

But this new interest in the scrip-
tures goes decper than that. It roots
in lives that have tried all the other
ways of salvation and have found
them leading to dead-end streets. If
there is real hope offered through the
pages of Holy Writ, this generation
15 now determined to find it. If there
IS no way out here, then there is no
way out anywhere. Thank God, our
Bible not only offers 4 way out, but
the way onward and upward to life
that 15 eternal,

We shall find that way only 1 we
know how to study the Hible. A few
suggestions are herefore in order.

1. Study the Bible daily. Get the
habit. Set aside 2 certain time cach
day and keep it Persistence will pay
big rewards '
_ 2. Study the Bible to find out what
it has to teach you. It is always of
Interest to know what others have
found n it. But the only truth that
will be of lasung value to you is what
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you discover in the Bible, There are
few joys i life more thrilling than
the joy of discovery of new truth.

3. Study the Bible to find those
great verses which lay hold upon you
with abiding challenge and hght. Then
memorize these verses. Even one verse
thus memorized cach week would give
you a priceless store of 52 of them
n one year. Jesus met temptation vic-
toriously quoting great verses from the
scripturcs,

1. Study the Bible as the Word of
God. That's what it 1s. All the great
saints and men of God, all the great
Bible students have found it to be
just that,

We will claim the blessed promises
of Christ v child-like faith, knowing
that “He is  faithful who has

promised.” We will obey its com-
mandments implicitly, no matter what
the cost may seem to be. We will see
in 1t God speaking to our hearts and
lives, in the interest of our highest
welfare,

When we study 1t as God's \Y"ord.'
we will do so a5 in the presence ol
God, our Lord talking to us as we
meditate. We will study it with 3
mind eager to learn, a will surren-
dered to him, and consciously seek-
g the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

March 1959 hinds us in the madst
of the season we call Lent. The church
through many centuries has set this
season aside for special cmplusn upon
the deepening of qur spirituality ; tor



heart scarching; tor growth n truc
holiness, It 15 a scason when we n
thought accompany our blessed Mas-
ter through the days of his passion
his sutfenings and death for our wns.
The daily readings theeefore will have
to do with mun's sin, his sorrow for
i, his confession of i, and the glor-
ous reality of God's full and com
plete forgiveness,
The daily readings for March

March 1—Matthew 7-15.20.
Wicked men produce a wicked ssorld

March 2—Matthew 12:33.37
What's on your mind?
March 3—Martthew 15:16-20

You are what you think, not what vou
think you are.
~ March 4—Romans  2:1-8 The
judge who passes sentence on himsclf
March S—Ezckiel 8:7-13, What do
you do in the dark?
March 6—Proverbs
price of a lite.
March 7—Proverbs  a:1, 2, 19, 20
The el man has no future
March 8—1 John 3:5.10, How to
Wdentify a Christian

7:1:23. The

Mirch 9—Romans 7:21-25. Who
shall dehiver us?
March 10—Psalm S1:1-9. | know

my transgressions.

March 11—Psalm S1:10.14, Cre-
ate m tne a clean heart

March 12—Ilsaish 55:6-9. Call on
God if you can

March 13—Luke 5:29.32. When
you are sin.sick

March 14— Lluke 19:8.10. When
there s joy in heaven.

March 15—Luke 15:11:24. When

a man comes to himscelf
March t6—IlLuke 13:1.5. But I'm
ho wotse than these

March 17—Ads  17:22-31. God
has fixed a day,

March 18—Psalm  32:1-5.  Why
men wiaste away

March 19--James  5:13-18.  The
confession that brings healing.

March 20—1 John 1:5-10. The
red road to forgivencess

March 21— John 4:13-17. Hec
abides in God

March 22—Matthew 5:21-26

Gifts on the alear,

March 23—Matthew 12:22.32
The man who cannot be forgiven.

March 24—Matthew 18:21-35.
If you do not forgive

March 25—Psalm 86:1.7. Abound-
ing in steadfast love

March 26—Psalm 130
forgivencss with Thee

March 27—Mark  2:1-12.
brings hcaling and forgivencss

March 28— Romans 8:31.39,
More than conquerors,

March 29—LEphcesians
grace—through frtu(h
March 30—Titus 3:1-7. Saved by
His mergy

March 31—Philipprans  2:5-11.
The Name above every name.

There

Chrast

2:1-10. By
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&« OUTH should be our most im-
portant concern!” When 2
high-ranking officer of the USAF fired
that first-round statement. | reached
for my pencil, knowing it would be
busily employed as long as he was on
the ;‘Luh)rm
The speaker was Major General
Charles | Carpenter, Chief of Chap-
lains of the US. Air Force He was
\i‘t‘.ﬂl\ln}: to the «!t]Lj.:.lI!u of the Gen-
eneral .‘\\s;mi\]} of the National
Council of Churches, which repre
Xois 34,542,367 Protestant and
Orthodox church members in the U.S
It's an IIH. old \lur_\' this mat
ter of the church sticking close to its
youth wherever they go, admitted
C h.xplam Carpenter, “but it's a story
that has to be repeated
That "old. old story (which has
been reported on ths page before) s
the church's responsibility to s
youth in the .mnu{ forces.” | can still
sense the accuracy as he fired his sec
ond round of , Ladies

4 matter of
shall have war or peace;
these young men and women are 1n
the military pow! The problem s
theirs today! And it's the church’s e
Sponsibility to face up to their prob
lems "

Problem No I 1s this Many of
these youth are not ready o l.h(. the
tovironment  into which they are
thrown, US SCIVICE men and w
are stationed in 50 countries of the
world. We've been dumping into for.
cign  lands |ll-prqurui youth who

J”\“lli.l“”illll
and gentlemen, it js not
whether we

d women

LIS

LATTER BY CONRAD, JR.

somectimes tear down what mission
antes and others have built up.’

SCIVICE i"tl’-
chaplains an  undue
Laying the facts
General Carpen
We've never learned
the solution of why a young person
will i\‘l\( a hrst-class recreation cen-

The leisure time of
\llh!l‘i EIVeS
amnount of concern
on the dotted line

ter confessed

ter 1o spend his spare time in a Jm_)
joint with a street walker. You say it's
human nature.” Maybe it 15, but we've
got to pomnt out that something can
still be good and clean even though
it 15 not unusual’

He hit at the indifference of the
public
There's a ‘welcome mat” in front of
cvery jomnt in town, However. such
is not the Case when you turn to many
churches and homes in the communi-
ties located near military bases. As a
result, they 20 where they are wel
come' :

toward  service personnel

hx!nh he ‘.Ull\iu-iui, he reminded
his |l\(\|l{f\ that the church had bet
ter be awake when these young i‘-“}‘l‘-
are discharged They must be wel
comed back into the church when
their tour of duty is done; the ac
ons of ?'.<~L .'h,r; and women *““i‘]
spell out hnj; or tragedy for our fu
ture world

No doubt, you remembered  the
servicemen and women from your con
Eregation with a greeting—or a pack
dg¢—at Christmas; but what's your
sontact-score since Christmas? (It's a
long time between Christmases for a

19-year-old who is away from home!)
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Manion, Va,; HELEN HABERMANN, Evange-
lism, 2121 Sheridan Rd., Evanston, Ill.; NEIL
LUEBKE, Christian Vocation, 1015 East Tenth
St., Fremont, Nebr; HELEN NORTEMANN,
Recreation, R. F. D. 1, Riley Hill, Wheeling,
W. Va.

Luther Life

Correspondents
[

Califormia ............ ... Dick Auger
Canada .................. Ruth Vogt
Caribbean ...... ORI Raguel Agosto
Central States .......... Phyllis Madsen
Connecticut ............ Robert Stacoffe
Florida .............. Leah Jacobson
Georgia-Alabama ........ Henry McKay
L1130 R R on, 5 0 Lowell Buss
Indiana ................ Geosrge Riddle
lowa ............. veseee.s Joy Peters
Kentucky-Tenn. ........... Joe Allen
Mazsyland ............ Dotothy Meyers
Michigan ..... booadtho Shirley Walter
Minnesota .......... «eo Mazlene Stone
Mississippi co.coenenenn Lillisa Villeset
New Jersey ....vvo.... .. Nancy Knoll
New York

Rochester ........ veos Shisley Bowles

New York ......... Gus Wedemeyer

Long Island ..... Lucymary Demetrins

Western . ........ Betty Jane Stiodel
North Carolina ........... Judy Ford
Novs Scotia .......c..... Glenda Hall
Ohio ...... veeees. Mary Jo O'Morow
Pacific ......... teisesss. Bevaly Bama

Central Pennsylvania ... William Bobb

Ministerium of Pennsylvania
Northampton ........ Leonore Kuatz
Philadelphia ........ Don Lawzence
Schuylkill Haven ........ Los Beown
Hazleton-WilkesBarre.Grace 1. Miller

Pattsburgh ......... Mrs. LsRue Schresb

Rocky Mountain .......... Tom Wold
South Carolina ...... Ann Elise Stender
diexast ALY Aves PP PO Dsvid Stubbs
ViGN ..ovevennaniennns Joe Wagner

West Virginia ........ Helen Norteonaan
Western Canada ... Walter A. Schulz

Wisconsin  o..oeeunanes Mary Segersan
Brstish Guiana ........ H. C. Magaiee
Japan ............... Norman Nuding

Argentina ...... .... N. Earl Towosend
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Lutheran Theological Semin,
Rev, H .H, Schmiat LiDbIatid,
Gettysburg,

o

v

d.

IF R'(e]VB WANT TO SERVE BETTER . ..

GET A geo]{{{c]q EDUCATION . ..
ATTEND A QJUVI,13:7.\, elo {8lc ] |

FOR INFORMATION WRITE:
Corthoge College, Corthoge, lllinais, Newberry College, Newberry, S. C.

Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Penno. Roonoke College, Salem, Virginio

Hortwick College, Oneonto, N. Y. Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, Penna.

Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, N. C. Thiel College, Greenville, Penno.

Morion College, Marion, Virginio Wagner College, Staten Islond, N. Y.

Midlond College, Fremont, Nebrosko Waterloo College, Waterloo, Ontario, Canode
Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Penna. Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

The United Lutheran Church in America

2633 Sixteenth Street, Northwest, Washington 9, D. C,






