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The teacher’s guide for m,
B dlass suggested I ask the question
iyhat would happen if the church
went underground today?”” That Sun-
day morning our services were held
i the church’s basement. We’d used
up our supply of gas for heating
—Jean B. LaBarr
Dayton, Ohio

lisa, only 27 years old, was escorted
to the upstairs bathroom by a visiting
cousin. Upon being seated the little
girl said she wanted something to read
“What would you like to have?” the
cousin asked.
lisa answered, “The Lutheran.”
—H. Paul Gerhard
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Isimply cannot understand how the
ministry has worked itself into a posi-
tion wherein a minister is trained to
have a bad conscience and the people
are trained to criticize if the minister
s not in view holding a telephone, a
steering wheel, a switch to turn on
appliances, a piece of chalk or an of-
fering envelope. Unless the person
tharged to “turn out messages”’ with
great frequency has a chance to be
alone, to drink in, to compose, to
polish, the people are ill-served,
whether they know it or not

—Martin E. Marty

"[utheran

Ennor Alb

doar R Te” P. Stauderman. Associate Editor
edod, rexler; Features Editor Carl T. Uehling;
"t Eqy ors Mark A. Staples, Ted Vasilik; Assis-
Editor Begr:. Barbara Berg, Carla Krummel; Art
Aduﬂl.lnn ard Sperl; Circulation Promotion and
Scription a.hn'ﬂﬁf James W. Morentz; Sub-
o the freianager Helen McDermott. Published
(except r: and third Wednesdays of each month
theran Chomhly in July and August) by the Lu-
Philadej hl-"ch N America at 2900 Queen Lane,
T mp“'\a‘ Pa. 19129, Subscription rate $3.50
3 years for es;J S. and Canada, 2 years for $6.50,
SCriptions: g Add $1.50 a year for foreign sub-

: Six. Ngle copies 20 cents. Change of ad-
4ddress ln:fegl-‘s before change is due send new
ing labe| "3‘ Ing 2ip code, old address and mail-
Paid at ppj) M old copy. Second class postage
offices, g adelphia, Pa., and additional mailing
e of e YN 1977 by The Lutheran, maga-

"e Lutheran Church in America

MARCH 16, 1977

“Apart from that, Rodney, what do you think
of the new hymnal?”

The impersonal hand of government
can never replace the helping hand of a
neighbor —Hubert H. Humphrey

A banner in Providence Valley
Lutheran Church, Dawson, Minne-
sota: “If your day is hemmed with
prayer, it is less likely to ravel.”

—Noticed by Evelyn Medhaug
Canby, Minnesota

I always find that statistics are hard
to swallow and impossible to digest.
The only one | can ever remember is
that if all the people who go to sleep
in church were lain end to end they
would be a lot more comfortable.

—Mrs. Robert A. Taft

We need to know how to listen. To
listen means, first of all, being silent.
All of us need silence, interior silence.
Let us, during Lent, try to cultivate this
silence, to reestablish within ourselves
the capacity to listen reflectively. God
speaks in interior silence

—Pope Paul Vi

To speak ill of others is a dishonest
way of praising ourselves; let us be
above such transparent egotism. . . If
you can’t say good and encouraging
things, say nothing. Nothing is often
a good thing to say, and always a
clever thing to say —Will Durant

Most of us spend the first six days of
each week sowing wild oats; then we
go to church on Sunday and pray for a
crop failure —Fred Allen

Members of a large Baptist Church
in Atlanta were having trouble finding
space in their parking lot because
Roman Catholics from a church in the
next block were using it. The Baptists,
hoping for a way to end the problem
without offense, decided to put bump-
er stickers reading “I'm proud to be a
Baptist” on each car in the lot. Since
then they’ve had no problem.

—Dr. John R. Brokhoff
Atlanta, Georgia

We're grateful for contributions of
original material for use on this page.
We'll make a small payment for each
item accepted, but we can’t return un-
used submissions or acknowledge their
receipt.
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GOOD FRIDAY'S

HOLY MYSTERY

The one
who suffered on the cross
was true man and true God,
our brother and our Lord

ln Jesus, the Christ, we are confronted by true man
and true God. _

Without this dual affirmation of faith, Good Friday
cannot be “good” Friday, but only an evil day on
which the forces of godlessness triumphed. Without
this dual affirmation of faith there would be no Easter
morn and no glad good news to proclaim to the ends of
the earth. There would be no Christian church.

While Jesus stands before Pilate, the crowd is clam-
oring for his blood, and Pilate twice points to him.
Once he says, “Behold the man!” and once he says,
“Behonld your King!”

At the beginning of Paul's letter to the Romans,
when he introduces himself to a people whom he has
never seen and to whom he must justify his mission,
he says that he has been called and set apart to pro-
claim the Gospel of God, promised beforehand by the
prophets. It was fulfilled in the man Jesus, “who was
descended from David according to the flesh.” But
this man Jesus is also “designated Son of God in
power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resur-
rection from the dead.”

In writing to the Corinthians Paul is even more ex-
plicit. He leaves no doubt as to his conviction. It was
God himself who was “in Christ reconciling the world
to himself,” in Christ bringing the whole world into a
different relation to himself, so that their trespasses
would no longer be counted against them.

The events of Good Friday undergird everything,
and we must be fully aware of the mystery of that
which confronts us here.

Take that word “mystery” in its original meaning
(and in the way in which even today we are most apt
to understand it). A mystery is simply something that
dumbfounds us because we don’t understand it. It
literally dumbfounds us—that is what the word orig-
inally meant—something which makes you dumb,
completely speechless.

This is more than just being astonished, for the won-

Adapted from The Meanin
with permission of Fortress Press.

4

g of the Cross by Martin ). Heinecken,

By MARrRTIN J. HEINECKR

der of that might scon wear off. You may be astonishei
at the feats accomplished by the circus performer-
the tightrope walkers, the trapeze artists, the stroy
men, the magicians. But you are not really dumb
founded. ' ‘

For all these feats there is an explanation whi
brings them all under your control. They are gH human
possibilities. These are all ordinary people with whos
you are confronted, and there is no impenetrable mj
tery. Their accomplishments are the result of hoi
and hours and months and years of the most painsii
ing practice to approach perfection as close as is e
manly possible. _

It is something quite different with which we &
confronted in the mystery of the God-man. We talk"tw
glibly about the so-called “divinity of Jesl_l& é
though “divinity” were something with which ¥
were thoroughly acquainted and which we could 1
ascribe to Jesus in the same way in which u:c aser
“tenacity” to a terrier, “ferocity” to a lion, ‘Cupld‘)
to a fox or “honesty” to a person. We know wha! y
mean by these qualities because we have obser‘f"
them in any number of cases and we rediscover 1
same quality again. .

But divinity is not a quality which we can obseﬂ}-
in any number of other instances and then also &%
to Jesus. Divinity belongs to God alone. It 15 PUF:
quality which he shares with anyone else. Divinity 1
what makes God God; it is his absolute and U“ﬂ“f'
ified lordship upon which everything else 18 dependf.ﬂm,,

There is no possible way of recognizing this d“;i ol‘-
by some external sign, such as a bright nconhkcw:
or a luminous halo. No one knows or can kno¥ g
God looks like. So there was most certainly no wa
recognizing that Jesus was God from the ".“'”;
looked, since he looked like just another Jew !
estine. .l

We might qualify this and say, “Of coursé ‘”G i
that Jesus looked like God, but that he acted lllﬂ:Wr
He did the sort of thing God does, and so we B4,
choice but to conclude that he was God. BUW
would be very curious reasoning, for we can only
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tow God acts by looking at Jesus and not the other
%2y around,
rea?eﬁf:u is, Jesus makes known to us what God is
Slanga rde and before we see this in him, we have no
andarg gf judgment. We do not have in ourselves the
I it we y which to judge whether or not he is God.
show usre l?th"‘“seg then we would not need him to
atie. what God is like. We would already know in
whether and we would be deciding for ourselves
ot o 0t Jesus conformed to our idea of God.
tide wh:[hare not to sit in judgment on Jesus and de-
¢ who er or not he suits our notions of divinity.
fﬂve:lspo!m of the revelation of God is that when
false cop himself he does so in order to change our
to recogn?zpt"’ns of him. In Jesus we are first of all
0 him, ¢, ¢ what God is like and we are to surrender
It \l:o:[trust him and obey him.
“divinjy “d be good if we stopped talking about the
¥" of Jesus. The Bible never says that Jesus

MARCH 16, 199

qu_divine. A woman or a box of chocolates may be
“divine,” but he to whom we owe all we have and are
should not be put into the same class. Let us, therefore,
go about it in an altogether different way and simply
listen to the witness of the Bible and look at what is
set before us there.

Then this is what we see. Good Friday presents us
f'lrs_t of all with the most human story that was ever
written. “Behold the man!” Yes, this is what we really
see—a man, a true man, not God in disguise, not a
phantom of some kind, not a fantastic half-God and
gglcfl-man, but a true man who suffered and bled and

ied.

Why must he always be presented in such a phony
way? He had grown up in the village of Nazareth just
like everyone else. He was known by the villagers only
as the son of Joseph and Mary, and if there was any-
thing striking about him it certainly was not that on
occasion he startled the villagers with his “tricks” to
show that he was different. If he had any tricks they
were the tricks of being obedient to his parents and,
above that, of being obedient to the Father in heaven
and seeking only to do his will.

Then later, when he began to preach, to teach and
to heal, did he then somehow suddenly cease being a
true man? By no means! He was still the carpenter
from Nazareth, indistinguishable from a thousand like
him. Why don’t we take this seriously? I know a few
carpenters and it has never yet occurred to me that
one of them might possibly be God—except perhaps
when they present their bills. People were no different
in Palestine two thousand years ago. And even if the
thought had occurred to them, their eyes and ears and
all their senses would soon have told them otherwise:
This is a man, a flesh-and-blood human like all the
rest of us.

But when he began to preach and teach and heal,
then didn't he suddenly drop his disguise and appear
for what he really was—not a man at all but the Lord
of the worlds? Didn’t he speak with authority—not as
the scribes—and didn’t he simply set his own word
against even the most sacred words of Moses?

Yes, to be sure, he did. But that is just what is so
mystifying about it. All the while he remained what
he was—the carpenter from Nazareth, with not even
a degree from the seminary or some certificate of ordi-
nation to prove his authority. He had absolutely no
external sign of authority—not even a bishop’s cross—
just his words, which themselves were spirit and life.

But what about the sick he healed, the storms he
stilled, the loaves he multiplied, the dead he raised?
Didn’t these “prove” that he was not a man? By no
means! This is just why there was all the stir, the won-
der, the unbelief, the growing opposition and hatrec}.
How could such power be given to a man? Who is
this man that he forgives sins? Only God can forgive
sins! Isn't this Jesus, the carpenter’s son? How, then,
can he do such great things? ;

We have to put ourselves in the temper of the times.
The Jews were expecting a Messiah and some of them
expected nothing more nor less than a mighty warnor
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to lead them against the Romans. In that case, no
matter what unusual miracles he performed he would
be only a man, the one whom God ha_d chosce and
anointed to be his instrument, for that is what “Mes-
siah” (Hebrew) or “Christ” (Greek) means, namely,
“the anointed one.” :

Then there were others who expected something
quite different. They expected the heavens to open
and a mighty figure to appear with all the glory .of God
himself to put an end to their bondage and with one
miraculous stroke of power usher in a glorious age of
pomp and splendor. Whatever they expected, they
were disappointed. Instead of the figure they expecte(_i,
there was just this poor man from Galilee with his
rabble followers.

And what if he did perform unheard-of miracles
now and then? This was no convincing sign that he
was the promised one! How could he be the represen-
tative of the king of the universe when the best he could
do was to commandeer an ass and so make his trium-
phal entry through the same streets along which the
proud Roman legions rode in irresistible force?

So the drama reached its climax, step by step, as
he was brought before the high priests and found
guilty precisely because he was @ man in whom they
could not see their high expectations fulfilled.

And if there was any doubt left about whether or not
he was a genuine man, these doubts were soon dis-

‘God did not leave us in our predicament;
he himself became involved. In a humble,
earthly life of suffering and shame and
death it was the Lord and Maker of the
worlds who was humbled, who suffered
and who gave himself to us.’

pelled. Absolutely helpless he stood before Pontius
Pilate and the crowd, a mock king if ever there were
one. When they led him out to crucify him, he col-
lapsed under the burden of the cross and it was not
long before he died. He did not heed the mocking cries
that he should come down from the cross. He cried out
in agony and he died, as hundreds of thousands of
others had died when they were crucified. Here was
the ﬁpal, decisive proof that he was a true man, identi-
cal with all humans, even to that last fearful cry before
all cries cease and the stillness of death sets in.

You can read this story over and over again, and the
more you read and search, the more one thing will be-
come clear. This is the story of a man who, as a man
struggled with the thought of his death and then sub:
mitted to 1t, as a man submits to the will of another to
whom he is obedient and whom he trusts completely.

Yet this is not the whole story either. There is that
other dimension to the story which simply lifts it out
of the realm of human possibility or human under-
standing and makes of it the true miracle over which
we have absolutely no control. “God was in Christ

reconciling the world to himself.” Here in this -
Jesus, in his life of humiliation, self-denial and suffe.
ing and in his death on the cross we are confronte
with none other than God himself.

This story did not have its origin on earth but jp
heaven, not in time and space but in eternity. Here to
the witness of the Bible is unequivocal and we mug
bow to that witness, if we are not to presume to put oy
own wise thoughts above the foolishness of God.

If we had only some of the biblical witness, it would
seem as though the man Jesus was rewarded for hi

i

unswerving obedience by being adopted as God's Son |

and so given a share in God’s rule and power and
elevated to rule over us as our Lord. So we have to hear
the rest of the biblical witness as well.

In the man Jesus, God humbled himself to enter
the human race in the form of a servant. How shal

we fathom this? People have racked their brains over |

this miracle of condescension and have not been able
to come up with an answer without denying the very
thing that is at stake, namely, the fact that here we
have to do not with an angel, not with some inter
mediary being, but with Very God of Very God.

An ancient hymn of the first Christians, which Pau
quotes, says: “Though he was in the form of God
[he] did not count equality with God a thing to bt
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of 2
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being
found in human form he humbled himself and became
obedient unto death, even death on a cross.”

There just is no denying this overwhelming witnes
of the Bible. God did not leave us in our predicament
he himself became involved. In a humble, earthly li
of suffering and shame and death it was the Lord and |
Maker of the worlds who was humbled, who suffered
and who gave himself to us.

The first Christians were convinced of this when ¢
man they had seen die on the cross once more
peared to them as alive. This was something thil
happened to them. It was not something they chost!!
believe because it suited them, but because the s
Lord himself persuaded them. So it was the risen i
victorious Lord who made them see the cross in a it
ferent light: not as defeat, but as victory; not as an ad
of obedience merely on the part of a man, but as an ad
of atonement and reconciliation on the part of G
himself.

True man and true God! This is not something }*
can assert in the same way that you could say of
actor whom you had seen perform: that the same 3
portrayed the part of a humble commoner and o'f
king with equal conviction. If Jesus is true man &
true God, he must be that to you, and you must
knowledge him as such, either by bowing before
in adoration and obedience or by crying out agal’
him with equal passion. He must be your brother an
your Lord. ;

A man like all others was obedient and loviné L
the end. A heart like mine was broken for love of I
manity. I can understand this. 1 know what it "
for I have felt a brother’s touch, seen the look in his®
known the love that suffered for me.

THE LUTHERX
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By Omar Stuenkel

Freedom in the Spirit

Just a short time ago in a hospital
room | had one of those conversations
that a pastor likes most. A person,
known to me from only one previous
visit, asked me all the right questions.

The man was past 80, still vigorous
and mentally alert. Lately he had
experienced increasing dizzy spells. He
was not a member of the church |
serve but a long-time friend of his
asked me to call on him.

On my second visit he queried
abruptly, “What is the Trinity?” |
dnswered with the traditional reply:
Christians give that name to God to
express the concept of one God who is
Faflher, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Yes,” he said, “Holy Spirit, what is
that?” | replied that the Holy Spirit
8 God, and that Christians identify the
Holy Spirit as the one who touches
their hv_es so that they are able to
?eheve In God and treat people dif-
erently than they would otherwise.
..That’s another thing,” he said,
about believing and faith. | read an
?}?SWer‘by Billy Graham in the paper
: ag said we don’t go to heaven by
fa?thteoys acts but because we have

e I've tried to be righteous, so
Wlat does that mean for me?”’
rightrephﬁd that Billy Graham was
- On:es € understood him because

3 €an ever be righteous enough.

o "ave all sinned and still sin.

Buess that’s right,” he said. “I've
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tried to do right but | know I've often
done wrong. So how does it work?”

“Well, you know about Jesus and
his death on the cross and coming to
life again, don't you?” | said.

He nodded.

“Jesus, who is God, did that so that
we could safely trust God as merciful
and forgiving toward us all. When we
have faith we trust God because of
Jesus.”

Of course, there was more than this
brief conversation. At one point 1|
showed him the statement in Ephe-
sians 2:8 and 9, where Paul says so
clearly that salvation is not our doing
but is God’s gift. When he asked me
whether God forgives even very bad
sins, | reminded him of the thief who
hung at Jesus’ side on the cross and
explained John’s statement that “who-
soever” believes in Jesus shall not
perish.

It was a great day. | was grateful to
God for having brought me to this 80-
year-old man. His peace was evident
as | left, and the friend who asked me
to call told me later that the old man
was grateful for the new assurance he
had.

It seems to me that the freedom
which the Holy Spirit brings as Paul
describes it in 2 Corinthians 3 is
basically the kind of freedom this old
man experienced. It is freedom from
the guilt God's law creates within us,

...for the written
code kills, but the
Spirit gives life

freedom because we accept his grace
by the Spirit’s working.

The other, consequent part of this
freedom is that we now choose dif-
ferently than we would before. We
choose, when we are at our best, whfat
God says is good and we rejoice in
pleasing him. Even ordinary things we
do at home or work have new signif-
icance because of our changed relation-
ship to God and to people.

In 2 Corinthians 3 Paul contrasts the
effect of a written law with the effect
the Holy Spirit has on people. He says,
“The written law brings death, but the
Spirit gives life.” Already there is free-
dom. The sense of bondage, of in-
escapable doom, which God’s law
creates because of our sin can only be

removed when the Spirit makes Christ
real to us.

People everywhere yearn for free-
dom, and there are many different
kinds and degrees of freedom. For the
man or woman in prison, simply to be
able to make elementary choices of
movement and association may be the
essence of freedom. For the revolution-
ary, freedom means throwing off regu-
lations or rulers that seem to him
tyrannical. For a handicapped person,
freedom may mean restored sight,
strong arms or legs, or renewed health.

Paul has in mind a more universal
need when he says in 2 Corinthians
3:17, “Where the Spirit of the Lord is
present, there is freedom.” Such free-
dom all can have: people in prison,
revolutionaries, handicapped people
and all the rest. Even ordinary people
like you and me, whether we live in
East Germany, mainland China, New
Guinea or North America, can have
this freedom.

It is freedom from eternal damna-
tion because one trusts and seeks God’s
mercy through Jesus Christ. It is free-
dom from overwhelming guilt for what-
ever reason because the Spirit has
removed the veil that hid God’s grace
behind his law. It is freedom to stand
for what is right and good and loving
in God’s sight because the Spirit opens
our hearts to God’s goodness and for-
giveness because of Jesus Christ.

I recall a young man who started on
the path of crime early in life and was
wounded by the police as he drove
away madly in a stolen car. This youn
man had shot others. He had stoler
He had broken out of jail. He was de
perate for understanding and lov
though his background was not eco-
nomically deprived. He had frequently
abused trust placed in him. Now he
felt guilty, worthless and forsaken.

From previous encounters | knew
him well. Sometimes he wistfully
longed to be useful to others and to use
his considerable talents in other ways.
He never refused to hear of God, but
he made no real commitment and he
broke the law again and again.

This time as | stood at his bedside
with a police guard at the door | simply
told him, “You know God always for-
gives, and he forgives you now. But it
doesn’t do you any good if you think
you don’t need forgiveness.”

To be free we need the Spirit of the
Lord. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.”

Read 2 Corinthians 3

Next: The indwelling Spirit
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WE
PREVIEWED

THE NEW
LITURGY

Here's how one congregation
reacted when they tested

the communion service pro-
posed by the Inter-Lutheran
Commission on Worship

l've never gone to a sneak preview for a movie. But |
think it might be fun to get in on something before others
have a chance to see it.

Well, I got a sneak preview of the coming Lutheran
Book of Worship in action, and I'm eager to tell you
about it.

Wooddale Lutheran Church in St. Louis Park was one
of 19 Minneapolis area churches who field-tested the
first setting of the new communion liturgy. It's not easy
to try something new, as Pastor James J. Martin ac-
knowledged to the parishioners when they began their
test.

“It won't be smooth at first,” he said. But he cheer-
fully encouraged members to enter into the service with
gusto and enthusiasm. “It's beautiful music. Don’t worry
if you're missing a note here or there.”

The pastor’s attitude was important as the members
first met the new liturgy. Martin sang out loud and clear.
He gestured often and warmly. He recognized that his
role in this service is one of leadership. 1 appreciated that.

The field test was a final step in the 11-year process
of developing this liturgy. Many individuals and congre-
gations have previously contributed ideas and opinions
to the formation of the new book. “No one has tested a
liturgy as thoroughly, or as often,” commented Pastor
David F. Lindblom of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church,
Bloomington, another field test congregation.

The people of Wooddale were to evaluate the new
service after they had tried it four times. The evaluation
would be scientific, but would allow for personal feelings
as well. T was invited to participate in the testing and I
attended two services: one of the first attempts and one

The author, a frequent contributor t

_ 0 The Lutheran, lives in Minne-
apolis.

By JuDITH MATTISON

later, after people had become more familiar with the
first setting for the communion service.

The fun was in the process of going through the nev
materials. Prior to the beginning of worship, the pastor
welcomed everyone and highlighted the week’s ar
nouncements. He also explained the field test and som
of the reasons for the innovations. He suggestgd that
we should keep a sense of humor when it was difficul
His voice and manner were very positive. :

The confession was first. I learned that this wa
intended to be a reflective time to be set apart from tit

celebration of worship. There was time for silence. | |

liked that. Confession, reflection, absolution were pricf
to the joy of worship. _

The words of the confession and all the service ha
been clearly printed, in readable type and arrangquf"-
Not only that, the words sounded like me.talkmg'l
could identify with the confession because it sounds
like me. And I was probably not the only woman gt
ful to hear, “To those who believe in him, he gives po
to become children of God™ rather than “sons” of God

Most of the words of the minister were the same as!0
our present Service Book and Hymnal. In some e
stances a text portion ended with the familiar, "1 ‘l:‘
name of the Father and of the Son and of thc'HOE%
Spirit.” The pastor had the option of using the sign’
the cross at this point, as a reminder to all of our baptis™

Following this quiet, reflective time came the worshy |

service. Looking back at it, I see that the contrast
tween confession and the commencement of worslll:jps
was effectively uplifting. Pastor Martin had donned
colorful vestments. The music and the choir processio®
were energetic.

As we moved through the new music, it was hCleUJ.

: : W
to have the organist play single notes. Each week
THE LUTHERH



mproved our singing. I was pleased to see that everyone
really tried. Wooddale’s members are of all ages, and
old and young alike tried to learn.

The music was, on the whole, lively and bright. One
woman, visiting Wooddale from Duluth, called it “lilt-
ng." I especially liked “Thank the Lord and Sing” which
was not only joyous, but which encouraged us to go out
tothe world singing. The words of the liturgy were poetic
and positive.
 During the service the minister was the leader, but
individual members participated actively. The pastor
had an assistant. In this situation, it was helpful to have
the strong voice of the choir director assisting the pastor.
Later In the service, families brought the elements of
tommunion forward.

Also, at Wooddale, lay members read the Scripture
kssons. But it was a little hard to know when the congre-
%tion should respond in music to these readings. A
SIS"S“"B statement like, “This is the Word of God” or,
Hoowcnds the lgsson" would help the flow of the service.
. ever, | enjoyed the Alleluia. People seemed ready

80 and it was spirited!
uSiIn;EStC;]hl;_ed the arrangement of text. The directions for
iy to? c;turgy (the rubics) were printed in red and
the Lorc;? - There were many choices: two versions of
ot 5 Prayer, three ?homcs qf closing prayer,
- ty Wo choices of musical portions. The book is

¥ 10 read, with choices opposite each other on the
Page whenever possible.

c; :::3 the word “catholic” in the Apostle’s Creed.
— with a small ¢, catholic mcans‘um_vers_al. _
= ¢re personal moments of special inspiration.
: c)(’)crs of midservice ‘were sensitive, appropriate
Pastor M“Ef_egatlon and with natural, flowing words.

artin had explained the “kiss of peace” tradi-
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tion and encouraged members to do what was com-
fortable for them. At that point in the service, people
greeted‘each other according to their relationship—some
embracing, some shaking hands. It was friendly and
warm—a welcome sense ol fellowship, not hurried or
stilted.

It is important to realize that all was not new. The
meaning and experience of communion did not change.
We worshiped with a Kyrie, the thanksgiving, the
“glory be to God on high,” prayers and lessons. The
form may sometimes have sounded different, but the
intent for communication with God did not diminish.
| alsp had a good sense of history and tradition in these
services. They were a blend of the Old and New Testa-
ments.

How did Wooddale’s members react? They were
“good sports” to start. They didn’t complain and were
generally optimistic. “I like a little change.” “Of course,
it’s hard to teach old people. We grew up with the other
stuff. We'll get used to it.” And one woman burst out
of the service saying, “I love it! I really love it!”

After four weeks they were heard to say, “It’'ll seem
funny to go back to the old one.” Some members felt
let-down (a feeling I shared with them) as the service
ended. It seemed to need the continuity and transition of
some final words or music which would maintain the
uplifting spirit of the service and send us out into the
world with that spirit. “I feel flat coming out of it.”
Those kinds of comments were to be included in Wood-
dale’s evaluation and perhaps changes will come from
the suggestions. Generally, after a few experiences with
it, people felt, as one person said, “It grows on you. I
like it.”

It used to be that the world moved slowly. We didn’t
change often, in the church or otherwise. These days the
secular world is in constant change. There is a need for
change in liturgy also.

In the past when people in huge churches or from
certain nationality groups couldn’t see or hear or read as
well, unchanging ritual was efficient and expedient.
Change was difficult. But today we try to be flexible.

We can appreciate hearing the sound of our own
voices and language in a new liturgical setting. We
should be less disturbed and more encouraged and
stimulated by a new liturgy. It can keep us on our toes
and in touch with the message of the worship experience.

Change can be an opportunity to grow in our self-
examination and our faith, to concentrate anew on the
meaning of the experience. We can look afresh at our
relationship to God and to the world. He can speak to us
in many ways.

This experience was greatly enhanced by clear prep-
aration on the part of the pastor, the choir and the con-
gregation. They came to the experience optimistically
and they were not disappointed. They did not take it
lightly, but tried their best! I was glad to be a part of it.

It seems appropriate to me that the new book will be
green—bright green. Green is fresh and growing, yet it
represents agelessness as well—evergreens. The com-
munion service in which I participated was refreshing
and vital, but it was centered on basic traditions of faith.
Everlasting, but green and growing. s




These children
need help

More than a million
American youngsters are
physically abused or

neglected each year |

On a humid summer's evening in New Orleans two
young boys are bouncing a ball against the side of their
mobile home. Their mother, recently widowed, re-
peatedly begs them to stop. Finally, in tired frustration,
she grabs a leather belt and beats them so severely that
the neighbors call the police.

In Chicago a graduate student is studying in his apart-
ment. Suddenly he notices his two-year-old son playing
with a box of matches. He rushes the child into the kitch-
en and holds the youngster's hands over a lighted gas jet on
the stove. “How else will he learn not to play with fire?”
he asks by way of explanation.

At a San Francisco hospital a young couple wait in the
emergency room. There is obviously tension and hostil-
ity between them. The mother has told doctors that their
three-year-old fell downstairs, but later admits having
pushed her. “She’s so disobedient—always trying to pro-
voke me,” the woman complains. “It shows she doesn’t
love me.”

Are all these parents sadistic monsters who care noth-
ing for their children? Are they mentally or emotionally
disturbed? Probably not. But they are typical of thousands
all over America who abuse their children. They come
from all creeds, colors and socioeconomic levels.

Most have certain characteristics in common. They
are usually people without any real friends, since they
find it hard to form satisfying relationships, even in mar-
nage. There has been very little love or fulfillment in
their lives. Most come from broken homes or were
themselves abused or rejected as children. Having had
no chance to mature emotionally, they tend to be self-
centered, insecure and easily overwhelmed by problems.

A psychologist who works with such parents explains:
“Abuse is usually caused by a crisis of unmet needs. If

The author livez in Alexandria, Louisiana.
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By JosePHINE McDonaw |

people have not received a normal amount of supporland |
affection in their lives they may turn to their children to
satisfy their emotional needs. When the child is unabk
to do this, they mistreat the youngster.” She adds thai, |
because they repeat the child-rearing methods of their
own parents, abuse becomes a continuing cycle. : _

Most of these lonely, unhappy people recognize ther
inadequacy as parents, but do not know how to go abou:
improving things. “I don’t know what comes over I,
they will plead. “I feel terrible afterwards when I reali
how I've hurt him.” ;

Because they are ashamed they try to cover up ther
treatment of their children. “She’s so clumsy, alva
falling over things.” “I took my eyes off him fora e |
moments and he climbed out of his high chair and fel
“The side of the crib was left down and the baby rolkl
out.” Yet often, by their very acts of violence, they i
really crying out for help. ,

The number of such cases is horrifying. According(%?
recent study funded by the United States Department o
Health, Education and Welfare (HEW), more than 0%
million American children are physically abused or
glected each year. At least 2,000 die as a result of thetr™
juries. And Douglas Besharov, director of the Nat0
Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse and NeB‘F“ﬁ
says, “Recently I've gotten the unmistakable impress®
that we're seeing an increase.” ”

What can be done to halt the suffering among l‘;
children and to help the parents who cause it? The °h€=
vious solution—to remove the child and punish
parents—is not always the answer. It does not reachw
root causes of the problem, though there are times ¥
removal will literally save a child’s life. ;

But a nationally known consultant in child 3b“:'
cases, Dr. Alexander Zaphiris of the University ‘?f P‘a}.
ver's Graduate School of Social Work, says that “It 8
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Most impossible to break the child’s emotional ties with
his own home. And permanent removal may result in
an ui"c'r:uty crisis later in life when the child asks, ‘Who
im I Even children who have been repeatedly abused
often ask to be returned to their families.
casi(sm:; a}nhqmies say that in 90 percent of child abuse
help Oel amily can be kept together, given the proper
i nly in the remaining one out of ten instances 1s
(5 Ssarl_)l' to remove the child because of real danger
Welfarzsyc opathic or psychotic parents. So today child
il agencies _plaf;e the emphasis on treating the
ﬂli‘;y while keeping it intact.
e ;::Iy, the fam.ily situation is first carefully cval_uatec_l,
nemsa’mts psychiatrically tested and treatment given _lf
o foll'_Y-thlp then comes through counseling, provi-
vy ;)memgking help, baby-sitters, day care and
°KPcnsi§eese which may be needed. But all this is very
% e and time-consuming. Unfortunately, thg:rc
adequate tl'Ilnoncy nor professional personnel tq provide
0 mee[eraPy for all the parents in need of it.
" o this difficulty child welfare agencies have
ey Whlmu:er programs in some areas. Men and
i t00 are themselves successful parents act as
Wervision trlgublcd fa!;hers and mothers, under the close
Mog: of the social worker in charge of the case.
People don’t want to hurt their children,” accord-
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ing to Nancy Felker, who is on the staff of Lutheran Chil-
dren apd Family Service in Philadelphia, “and a friend
can relieve the pressure.”

Results are encouraging. Mothers who formerly re-
garded their children almost as adversaries have been
shown how to guide their development and even to en-
joy the_m. Fathers with totally unrealistic expectations
in relation to the age of their children come to understand
that the young develop only gradually. Many parents
learn that there are other methods of behavioral training
besides physical punishment.

I rcc;emly became part of such a program which was
begun in my city. A series of lectures and workshops was

‘Sometimes
the injuries are severe, but
often the line between abuse
and the soclally acceptable
“good spanking” is very thin’

first organized by the local child welfare agency to pre-
pare volunteers and acquaint them with the facts. Here
we learned that child abuse can take many forms—beat-
ing, kicking, burning, biting, hanging a child upside down
or sexual molestation. Sometimes the injuries are
severe, but often the line between abuse and the social-
ly acceptable “good spanking” is very thin. The only dif-
ference seems to be that most of us are able to stop before
any real damage is done, but some are not. State law,
however, gives a specific definition to abuse.

Less easy to detect, but just as damaging, is emotional
abuse—*“the slow killer of children,” as one expert calls
it. Here a child may be denied normal expressions of
affection, be subjected to constant tongue-lashings or
be constantly “put down” and made to fell inadequate.
Neglect in many forms is also widespread, “a result not
so much of not caring as of being unable to cope,” a psy-
chologist says.

Perhaps most surprising, in many cases abused children
were not unplanned or unwanted. Often the parents
ardently wished for a family, perhaps to fill the emo-
tional void in their lives. When the baby arrived, how-
ever, they found that instead of giving emotional support,
the child made demands they were not able to fulfill. So
parents must be shown, by patient, loving guidance, how
to meet the needs of their children while growing in
maturity themselves.

As I became involved in the program, I realized that
very little will be achieved unless the volunteer is able to
see the suffering human being beneath the often un-
attractive, wary, sometimes downright hostile exterior.
Understanding and compassionate love must be offered,
recognizing that here is a person of unique value, made in
God’s image and redeemed by Christ. There must also
be a genuine humility, a recognition that, as one case-
worker puts it, “given all the circumstances of the fam-
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ily we are trying to help, we might have made an even
worse mess of things.” .

Volunteers work with the professionals to provide
necessary support to parents in time of crisis and by
genuine concern help to build up their self-gstecm. They
may also give valuable training in child rearing methods,
teaching a parent who has never been mot{lered the art
of mothering. They may know the satisfaction of seeing
a formerly abused child living with his family, freed from
the fear of injury and hurt, respected and loved as a per-
son. They may see once friendless parents reaching out
and interacting with others on a mature level, their
former helplessness being replaced by an ability to plan
ahead, so that they can meet crises and solve problems.

Those who do not feel able to help in this way may
still take a valuable part in the child protection program.
Volunteers are often needed to help with clerical work,
to provide transportation for poor families, to baby-sit
or to speak about the child abuse problem to church, social
or professional groups. Anyone interested in any phase
of volunteer work should contact a local child welfare
agency.

ln addition, we can make ourselves aware of the facts
by reading some of the material published by HEW (De-
partment of Health, Education and Welfare, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20201) and by the American Humane Associa-
tion, Children’s Division (P.O. Box 1266, Denver, Colo-
rado 80201). Then we can share our knowledge with our
friends and neighbors. The goal is prevention rather
than treatment after the fact.

Lastly, we can all be on the lookout for families with
problems among our neighbors, friends and acquaint-
ances—a young widow or divorcee with children, per-
haps; a family that keeps very much to itself; children who
seem cowed, passive or unusually accident-prone (their
injuries may not be caused by accidents at all). In an in-
creasingly impersonal world we must strive for more
neighborliness and must make an effort to extend the
hand of friendship, even when our first overtures are re-
jected.

Dr. Vincent Fontana, director of New York’s Found-
ling Hospital, said recently that if the problem is to be
significantly reduced, “Everyone must play the part of a
social worker,” adding that often a kind word or the
knowledge that someone cares can be enough to avert a
tragedy.
= In the last resort, of course, we should contact author-
ities about cases which seem to require professional help.
Such reports are considered confidential and those mak-
ing them cannot be held liable in civil action. Many
states have special phone numbers which can be used.

Most of us have a natural tendency to be angry at those
who mistreat their children. Because of the weakness
and vulnerability of the little victims we long to console
them and shield them from further abuse. Yet in their
own way the parents are just as helpless, and to aid
them is really to strike at the root of the problem.

As one experienced volunteer puts it, “We don’t pay
much direct attention to the child on our visits to the

family. If the parents are helped, then the children are
the ones who will benefit the most.” .
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poison
of
pessimism

By Carol Amen

My husband put his finger on it long before!
realized what was the problem. Almost every
time my friend Marge visited, Rob came home 0
find me worn-out and slightly depressed. “S.hesf
saboteur,” he finally said. “See if you can thinkd
the last time you heard her give anybody an un-
qualified compliment.” =
| protested. Marge’s husband and three chi-
dren rated high on her personal list of priorities
she kept an immaculate home; she canned,
sewed and generously gave her time in our
church office as an unpaid typist. .
But as the weeks passed, | found myself listen-
ing to Marge’s seeming praise with a different
ear. “Yes, she’s talented, but did you ever no
how...well.. .untidy she is?”” Or, “Pastor G,”eri
mon was okay, but | didn’t hear much scriptur
back-up, did you?” ;
Over a period of months, | logged Marge’s pu'®
ly upbeat, happy remarks. Counting on my fin" |
gers, and leaving one hand in my pocket, | kep!
an accurate score. Not that | always feel like 3
twentieth century Pollyanna myself, but at le&!
when | go to bed at night | believe the sun !
rise in the morning. Marge was never sure. Sne

usually expected the worst, and, with the excé?
S

Adapted from the November-December 1975 issue of 0V |
Family magazine and reprinted with permission.
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tion of sunrises, she was seldom disappointed.

_ Then | started analyzing my own activities and
nvolvements. Which ones contributed to my
lhapplﬂgss and which ones dragged me down?
maisfo.dlscussed the problem of pessimism with
“k)f riends. They agreed that it was sometimes

€ quicksand, and we searched for ways of
Extricating ourselves.

One neighbor I’ll call Lucy went through many
1€ars on a “downer.” If the family took a vacation
she was convi d th 4 o
B nced there would be car trouble or

o theaccnder;(tj. If the winter was severe, she
e Y would suffer flu, bronchitis and pneu-
Bolge:\fcia;?er-foreqst language, Lucy exhibited
Hira- Probabll_lty of thunderclouds likely to
s |ike|?l¥ convenient parade, with only 20 per-

e ood of being able to stop her self-

Bftlct:ve behavior.
ks a‘:":ie:P”“B Lucy wrestled through a personal
il nnounced a decision. “I'm going to
Excise 55 Nmy outlook,” she told me. “I’'m going to

o T}?“V negative attitudes as | can.”
Ported tEat € next _two-wee!< period, Lucy re-
e something g‘e‘numely good happened
appen ” sl¥ single day‘.‘ The miracle didn’t just
wiling & we sktressed. I had a lot of help and was
Bo0dinstead. 7 But | began by looking for the
ead of waiting for the bad.”
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Few of us recognize how contagious nega-
tivity is. A minister once told me he sometimes
wondered about Norman Vincent Peale’s posi-
tive thinking philosophy, but he never for a mo-
ment doubted the potency of negativism. “One
truly effective pessimist can poison a church,
home or organization,” he said.

Even children aren’t immune to negativity.
Years ago | brought my four-year-old daughter
Valarie along on my visits to an elderly neighbor
in the nursing home. Mrs. Calder was in good
spirits considering her infirmities, but her room-
mate was something else! The nurses were
unfeeling, she told us in her plaintive whine, her
food arrived cold and tasteless, and she was posi-
tive the aides were stealing her valuables.

One day, after a number of these visits, | was
shocked to hear that familiar whine as Valarie
itemized reasons for not picking up her toys.

No one is 100 percent cheerful all the time or
immune to the effects of negativity projected by
others. Many times we become discouraged,
irritable and downright perverse. But | have dis-
covered that in order to fight futility tomorrow,
| have to survive the little skirmishes today.

St. Paul told us: “He comforts usin all our troubles
so that we may be able to comfort others.” To me

that sounds like a promise that the sun will rise
tomorrow...and all the days thereafter. ®
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Margaretha von Glehn Luther

She is just a wisp of a woman, and
visitors to the Lutheran Center for
Education and the Arts at Glen Foerd
in Philadelphia sometimes scarcely
notice her. But Margaretha von Glehn
Luther, the mansion’s guide, is one of
the rarest of the myriad treasures in
the Victorian home that was be-
queathed to the Lutheran Church in
America in 1967.

Working without pay, Margaretha
conducts as many as 60 tours a month
in spring and summer when Glen
Foerd is at its loveliest. People attend-
ing conferences, meetings and re-
treats delight in her Old World dis-
course on the awesome collections of
etchings, paintings, sculpture, rare
Bibles, china and crystal in the man-
sion. Garden-club visitors admire
her flower arrangements, made
chiefly from rare varieties of roses
cultivated and cared for by her hus-
band Fred who, with just one helper,
tends the gardens in the 17-acre
estate.

In the winter, however, when
tours are fewer, Margaretha turns to
her life’s love and work, begun more
than half a century ago in Europe.
Margaretha von Glehn Luther is a
very special kind of artist. She uses
neither paint nor brush, but with tiny
scissors and a scrap of black paper
she creates art silhouettes of such
delicate intricacy that her work is
often mistaken for pen-and-ink
drawings.

In her cozy sitting room in the Glen

The author lives in Glenside. Pennsyl-
vania
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MARGARETHA:

A special kind of artist

Using scissors, she turns scraps
of black paper into intricate
silhouettes of religious scenes

Foerd gatehouse, Margaretha plies
her scissors with imperceptible
snipping motions as she tells about
the role that the church has played
in her life. It is a wonderful story—a
fairy-tale, handsome-prince, happily-
ever-after story. Margaretha unfolds
it as magically as the shape of Noah’s
Ark that is forming on the paper in
her hands.

‘A Madonna was my original in-
spiration,” she begins. Her eyes trav-
el to a graceful unframed silhouette
of a Madonna wreathed in stars
which stands on the mantle. “A
Madonna something like that one,
which | have made for Pastor Hack-
enberg of Trinity Lutheran Church in
Havertown. It was Pastor Hacken-
berg’s best friend, Pastor Frederick
Otto, who brought Fred and me to
America.

“But wait,” she says; “I am ahead

b \ g »

Margaretha’s steady hands cut a silhouette
of a garden flower

By Bonnie Dalzell

of my story. We must begin with the
Bolsheviks.”

In 1917, when the Russian czar was
murdered, the von Glehn family was
forced to flee its native Estonia. Mar-
garetha’s father placed her in the care
of a German farmer who promised to
tutor and care for her until the danger
had passed.

“One day when | was about 12
years old | was on my way to a piano
lesson,” Margaretha recalls. “I passed
a store window displaying all sorts
of art objects. In the very center was
a Madonna, stark and beautiful in
black and white. | stood there for a
long time, looking at it.

“When | realized that the Madonna
was not a drawing but was cut from
paper, | was utterly transfixed. Never
before had | seen a silhouette. Never
had | even imagined that such a thing
could be done.

“Finally | turned, the piano lesson
completely forgotten, and | ran all
the way home.”

Not even stopping to remove her
hat and coat, Margaretha seized a
pair of embroidery scissors and some
paper. She began to cut. “l know
what | am going to do,” she told her-
self happily. “I know what | must be.

From that moment on, Margareth
was rarely without her scissors as
she worked to perfect her art.
Through all the perils of the two
world wars, Margaretha von Glehn
Luther crisscrossed Europe with
her most precious possessions—her
two little boys and her scissors.

Her husband Fred, whose uncle
was a descendant of Martin Luther,
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‘k“vas separated from her for many
;l‘z::.mcompelled to serve as a Rus-
P P\:rpreter. There were times
i arﬁgretha thought she would
fu[davﬁe 'm again. But one wonder-
Ueckae strode into the tiny town of
i of Ge:”g in the northernmost
Wik Can:ﬂarly. He was free from the
i E.bHe was home to stay.
e CI sburg, in the shadow of
e stle dating back to the
e kcentury, Margaretha and
s :”ﬁd together in an art studio.
of Meckle Eue{tes for the princesses
royaly whn |urg and for the Danish
i St eft their castle to visit
acinated, they watched as
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Margaretha’s scissors cut perfect
likenesses in profile.

Fred worked hard at carpentry and
carving. But both feared there would
not be enough money to properly
educate their sons Lars and Holger.

“We wanted very much to come to
America,” Margaretha explains. “But
at first, only skilled laborers were
permitted. Then President Eisen-
hower expanded the immigration
laws to include people of art and
culture, and Pastor Otto came to
Germany from Fremont, Ohio, as a
representative of the Lutheran

Church in America. | shall never for-
get the day he came to interview me.’

When Otto first saw Margaretha’s
silhouettes, he didn’t believe she had
cut them. “No one could make such
pictures with scissors,” he declared.
Later, convinced of Margaretha’s
unique talent, Otto arranged to
sponsor the Luthers’ trip to America.
Then he asked Margaretha to cut a
crucifix for his church.

The crucifix was the first of many
silhouettes that Margaretha cut for
Otto. And through the vehicle of the
Chantry Music Press in Springfield,
Ohio, knowledge of her work began
to spread in America. Otto asked her
to make art silhouettes that could be
reproduced on the covers of sheet
music published by Chantry. Ameri-
can composer Edward Beebe was so
inspired by the crucifix silhouette
that he wrote a new church anthem
and dedicated it to Margaretha.

As a token of appreciation for all
that Otto had done for her, Mar-
garetha made a silhouette triptych
of the Christmas story. Soon Chantry
was selling reproductions of the
beautiful piece. Chantry also pub-
lished Christmas cards of Margaretha’s
silhouettes.

Recently, Otto’s friend, Pastor
willard 1. Hackenberg, has become
Margaretha’s best church patron.

“You see what it says here about
the artist?” Hackenberg notes eager-
ly, pointing to the fine print on the
back of a card. “It says that Mar-
garetha is ‘a great contemporary
master of this difficult scissors art.’
Well, I'd say she’s the greatest!”

There are many who would agree.
Margaretha von Glehn Luther’s
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silhouettes hang in the King of Den-
mark’s palace and in the Franciscan
headquarters in Rome. The president
of the Hans Christian Andersen
Society owns her pictorial version of
“The Nightingale.” Margaretha’s
church, Holy Communion on Chest-
nut Street in Philadelphia, displays
yet another of her talents—ancient
lettering with illuminated capitals

on parchment—created in memory
of Florence Tonner who owned Glen
Foerd.

As important to her as all the
accolades and awards, however, are
the invitations from Pastor W. Carter
Merbreier, star of the “Captain Noah”
children’s television program broad-
cast daily in the Philadelphia area.

I Margaretha always brings along her
scissors. And when she sits down to
cut a picture and make up a story
about it, you may be sure that, like
her own life story, it will end “and
they lived happily ever after.” ®




Uganda’s Amin accused
| of archbishop’s death

l TERRORIST VIOLENCE spread in Africa last
month. In Uganda, Anglican archbishop
. Janani Luwum and two cabinet min-

isters were killed under suspicious
drcumstances. The Ugandan govern-
ment of President-for-life Idi Amin
Dada claimed that the trio was killed in
| an auto accident after being questioned
about alleged antigovernment plotting.
Church leaders and neighboring govern-

ment sources, however, condemned
Amin himself for the crime.
The government-owned newspaper

in Tanzania, the Daily News, charged
that soldiers whipped the archbishop
and that President Amin shot him twice
in the side. Bishop Leslie W. Brown of
' England, former archbishop of Uganda,
said after a memorial service in Nairobi,
Kenya, that an “absolutely trustworthy”
nformant told him that the archbishop
| ‘had bullet wounds through each side
of his chest and one in his mouth.”
Archbishop Luwum, 52, was head of
! the Anglican Church of Uganda, Burundi,
Rwanda and Boga-Zaire. He had denied
knowledge of a cache of Chinese-made
ims which was reportedly found near
lnsl home. The archbishop’s body was
disposed of” by Ugandan authorities and
¥as not seen by his family, according to
‘ Cat!on Burgess Carr, director of the All-
L" Africa Conference of Churches.
After the archbishop’s death, Ugandan
) refugees reaching Tanzania said Pres-
ident Amin, 3 Muslim, had launched a
Purge against the predominately Chris-
Un Langi and Alcholi tribesmen in
Uganda’s army, air force, police and
5“5"“ service. They said Amin (who had
defended his actions in the past by say-
lélgdthat he recc_ived instructions from
MD } Was replacing the Christians with
Kau]f ims and members of his tribe, the
Wa. Archbishop Luwum was a mem-
* of the Alcholi tribe and the two
et ministers slain with him were
fstians. About one-half of Uganda’s
o ;nllhon population is Christian;
percent are Muslim.
ouxcr; deaths sparked an international
i E a%amst A.m:n, who has been
s o murdering thousands of Ugan-
Vaticannc;{ahc- seized power in 1971. The
| tion of gy d‘;o said Uganda’s explana-
04 calleg A caths was “unswallowable”
. rchbishop Luwum a martyr.

¢ World Council of Churches, the
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National Council of Churches, the Inter-
national Commission of Jurists, Amnesty
International and other groups appealed
for an investigation of the deaths.

Elsewhere in Africa, representatives
of 18 Lutheran churches meeting in
Botswana thanked the government of
that country for receiving children who
have fled there from Zimbabwe (Rho-
desia), Namibia and South Africa. Re-
cently, more than 300 students from a
Lutheran school in Zimbabwe were
persuaded to cross the border to join
insurgent forces training in Botswana.

The ten-day consultation was one of a
series of regional meetings in prepara-
tion for the Lutheran World Federa-
tion's Assembly in June in Tanzania.
The group denounced the “institution-
alized violence” of apartheid, called for
increased aid for refugees of racially
oppressive systems and asked the Evan-
gelical Church in Germany to help the
German-speaking churches in southern
Africa “actively implement integration
in their church life.”

Bergstrom heads LCUSA
Washington office

S

e

Dr. Charles Bergstrom, 54, pastor of Trinity
Church, Worcester, Mass., since 1963, has
been named executive director of the
Washington Office for Governmental Af-
fairs of the Lutheran Council in the USA.
A graduate of Augustana College apd semi-
nary, Dr. Bergstrom served parishes in
Springfield, Mass., and Bridgeport, Conn.,
from 1948-63. For some years he was presi-
dent of the LCA’s Board of Social Ministry
and is currently a member of the Execu-

tive Council.

Church agency thought
to have terrorist ties

A PUERTO RICAN TERRORIST group
FALN (Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion
Nacional) has claimed responsibility for
the bombing of historic Fraunces Tavern
and other buildings in New York and for
the shootings in the U.S. Congress in
1954. Early this year investigation of the
organization by federal grand juries
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation
led to Carlos Alberto Torres, a member
of the Protestant Episcopal Church's
National Commission on Hispanic Af-
fairs. Though Torres, the son of a minister
of the United Church of Christ, was not
to be found, his Chicago apartment
yielded a cache of 211 sticks of dynamite,
50 pounds of carbon nitrate and other
explosives.

While denominational officials co-
operated with law enforcement agents
in the search for Torres, two staff mem-
bers of the commission balked. Maria
Cueto and Raisa Nemikin, executive
director and secretary respectively of the
commission, refused to testify even
under immunity before a grand jury.
Their lawyer said they felt the federal
probe was “intended to frighten the
churches from funding progressive ele-
ments within minority groups.”

Friends of the women staged a dem-
onstration at New York's Interchurch
Center, charging that the grand jury was
trying to “intimidate and harass indi-
viduals and groups working for a more
just society.” Federal Judge Marvin
Frankel sent Nemikin to jail for a possible
14-month term for refusing to testify.

Sweden eases restrictions
on church activities

SWEDEN'S NEW COALITION government
has voted to end some restrictions on
Swedish church life. The small Roman
Catholic minority in Sweden will bene-
fit from the lifting of a law which re-
quired prior permission from the gov-
ernment for opening convents or mon-
asteries and for admitting anyone under
18 into religious orders. The dominant
Lutheran State Church, which includes
virtually all adult Swedes, will be given
a greater measure of autonomy. Church
Affairs Minister Johannes Antonsson
said new proposals governing church-
state affairs would be ready late next
year.

Roman Catholic membership in Swe-
den consists chiefly of refugees vgho
have found homes in the land or 1m-
migrants from southern Europe. The
church maintains one monastery and
about a dozen convents.

Mr. Antonsson also stated his support
for women priests, indicating that the
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offices of bishop and archbishop should
be open to women as well as men.
Church officials said that while there
is a “hard core of opposition” to women
in some quarters of the church, many
women have now been ordained and
are being accepted without question by
most parishioners.

Church restructuring
seen evading issues

PrACTICALLY EVERY major U.S. q:—
nomination engaged in a restructuring
process during the past decade.
Among those doing so were the Lu-
theran Church in America and The
American Lutheran Church. Last
month two Duke University professors
issued a book examining the change
in five major church bodies (not in-
cluding the two Lutheran churches)
and found the results unsatisfactory.
The book What New Creation? The

Agony of Church Restructure by
Methodists Paul Mickey and Robert
Wilson was published by Abingdon
Press.

Examining the Methodist, Episcopal,
American Baptist, Presbyterian U.S.
and United Presbyterian churches, the
authors found that the new structures
failed to develop clear theological
directives and that they were “neither
more efficient nor more economical
than the old.”

Major criticism was leveled at the
“superboards” which new structuring
produced in most denominations.
“Their blueprint versions far exceed
the performance characteristics of any
previous model,” they write. “But
they are too large, too powerful, too
autonomous, too cumbersome to han-
dle and too expensive, and they move
too high through their trajectory. By
contrast, the body of Christ metaphor
calls for more emphasis in the humbler
regions, the middle and lower judi-
catories.”

Lutheran relief agency asks
reconciliation with Vietnam

THE RAVAGES OF WAR in Vietnam have
resulted in severe damage to Viet-
namese society so that there is a pressing
need for international agencies to come
to the aid of the people, the board of
directors of Lutheran World Relief
declared last month. LWR provides
material aid and development assistance
as an agency for the Lutheran Church in
America, American Lutheran Church
and Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
The Carter administration could ini-
tiate a “policy of fostering reconciliation
by helping Vietnam take its rightful
place within the family of nations
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through membership in the United‘ Na-
tions,” the resolution said. It pointed
out that until communication channels
with Vietnam are cleared, there is lil.tlc
possibility for carrying out substantial
aid programs. :

The agency pointed to its long-standing
policy to aid people in need .regardlcss
of the political situation in their country.
It asked the U.S. specifically to “elim-
inate the special requirements or li-
censes” needed for the export of “sup-
plies and equipment for relief, rehabili-
tation and development in Vietnam.”

In other actions, the LWR board ap-
proved grants to aid Namibian refugees
in Zambia and Angola, Africa. Reports
presented to the board indicated that
the continued political turmoil in
Namibia (South-West Africa) is forcing
thousands of persons into exile.

Marshall letter to launch
‘Strength for Mission’

A LETTER FROM President Robert J. Mar-
shall to be read in all Lutheran Church in
America pulpits on March 20 will launch
the church’s Strength for Mission pro-
gram. The program approved by the 1974
and 1976 church conventions provides for
a funding appeal with a minimum goal
of $25 million and for a long-range plan for
“intensified Christian giving.” Funds will
be used to develop the church’s mission at
home and abroad. Its chief mission is “pro-
claiming explicitly the Good News about
Christ,” Dr. Marshall's letter states.
“There come times when the church
must concentrate in a special way on the
source and strength for mission, upon

Christ’s salvation for us and for all hu-
manity.”

Judge stops NLRB vote
by Catholic teachers

A FEDERAL JUDGE has stopped the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board from
conducting a union election among 2,200
teachers in 269 Roman Catholic ele-
mentary schools in Philadelphia. The
archdiocese had argued that the U.S.
Supreme Court called the schools religious
and ineligible for public aid whereas
the NLRB claimed the schools were
secular and had to submit to federal
authority.

In his ruling, Judge Donald W. Van-
Artsdalen said that “if the NLRB or any
government agency has the right to
control the relationship of teachers of
religious schools or their administrators,
then inevitably there will be entangle-
ment of religion. This is not a labor case
but a First Amendment case.”

Before the decision was announced,
Father Virgil Blum, president of the
Catholic League for Religious and Civil

Rights, told Cardinal John Krol ofl‘hi]
delphia that he should be ready to 20t
jail to combat federal interference in
the schools. “Nothing would do more {3
summon the Catholic people to the g
fense of their religious freedom rights
than ‘Letters from Your Archbishe
behind Bars,”” he wrote.

In South Carolina, a district judg
ordered the First Baptist Church of Noj
Charleston to pay employes of its chilg-
care facilities $1,256 in back pay becaus
the church had not met minimum wage
laws. The U.S. Labor Department held
that First Church’s child-care program was
a commercial enterprise while the
church claimed that it was a part of the
church’s ministry. The program is i
censed by the county welfare depart
ment and receives no federal or sta
funds. Judge Solomon Blatt, Jr., said an
“enterprise clause™ in a recent federal
law had the effect of classifying pre-
school activities as “enterprise open-
tions.”

In Rhode Island, two communities
are considering the taxation of some
church properties. A Roman Catholic
order which rents rooms to three private
schools and to students of Rhode Island
University for nonreligious purposs
may be taxed for the income on the
rentals, according to the town manager
of South Kingstown. In Barrington, al
church property not specifically exempted
by law will be taxed as soon as reevalui
tion is completed, according to tax a-
sessor Joyce Lewis.

Ordination of lesbian
stirs Episcopal Church

WITH THE CONTROVERSY over the ordr
nation of women to the Episcopal priest:
hood still simmering, a new dispult
flared up last month. New York's Bist|
op Paul Moore ordained the Rev. Ellen
Marie Barrett, an avowed homOSFXIlﬂl-
As a result, at least six other bishops
have demanded the ouster of Bisho?
Moore and several congregations ha
withdrawn all financial support fro@
the diocese. :

Bishop Moore admitted that his &
tion drew “a lot more negatives thil
positives.” He said he was “amﬂfdﬂ
at the reaction to the ordination, addiné
that “it wasn’t some sort of gest®
condoning homosexuality or licentios
ness.” He said Miss Barrett was hight
qualified “intellectually, morally
spiritually to be a priest” and that pr
lems came only because she was “®F
did” about her sexual preferences. =

During the ordination at New ?'0'“
Cathedral of St. John the Divine
protesting group interrupted the servic:
The Rev. James Wateley read a st_at:
ment saying that “homosexuality ¥ "
sin against the order of creation.
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e not rejected it as a sinful lifestyle.
This service is @ travesty and scandal.”
Protesting dioceses included thps;- _of
Vichigan, Georgia, Northern Virginia,
\ femessee, North Florida and South-
'us! Florida. Some congregations in
§ishop Moore’s diocese said they would
wihhold all diocesan  assessments
util the bishop made a “public rectifi-
ation.” The Rev. Ernest Johns of
(st Church, Suffern, N.Y., said,
e can no longer look to him as our
spiritual father in God.” The vestry of
the Church of the Holy Communion in
Mahopac, N.Y., said the ordination
volated the Scriptures and the sacra-
mental vows of ordination in the Prot-
stant Episcopal Church. The Rev.
Joeph Dedde of St. Mark’s Church,
Yonkers, N.Y., said he was “shocked
and mortified to find that our church
s in favor of sexual perversion.”

Presiding Bishop John Allin cau-
foned Episcopalians against “over-
raction” to the ordination. “One ordi-
nition does not make or break a church
it any place, point or diocese. The
thurch has not gone down the drain,”
be said. Admitting that the church “has
poduced some damn fool decisions,”
the Episcopal leader added that it also
‘has the capacity to learn from its mis-
{akes.”

Women's role still disputed

The flap over the ordination of a
ksbian came while the church was still
sphtl over the action of its general con-
‘ention last September approving the
udination of women as priests. Eight
bishops  took part in a Dallas meeting
& month of the “Evangelical and

NAMED 10
"ere (seateq
g) W. wili
Va., SECrefary Th

Catholic Mission,” a group which re-
fuses to recognize the validity of ordain-
Ing women.

Several parishes have voted to sever
their connection with the national
church body over the issue. In Cali-
fornia, Glendale’s Holy Apostles
Church withdrew, saying that the de-
nomination itself became schismatic
and heretical by authorizing ordination
of women and “tampering with Chris-
tian doctrine.” The parish voted to join
with others to “reconstitute the lawful
structure of the Episcopal Church.”
Three other parishes took similar ac-
tion. Bishop Robert Rusack responded
with a lawsuit seeking to obtain physi-
cal control of the property of the Glen-
dale church, along with parishes in
Hollywood, Sun Valley and Los An-
geles.

Roman Catholics were having their
own controversy over the ordination of
women. Feminist groups demonstrated
in several cities on Feb. 27 in protest
against Pope Paul's declaration ex-
cluding women from the Catholic
priesthood. Prayer vigils were held by
the Women’s Ordination Conference
to “register disappointment” and to
call attention to the church’s discrimi-
nation against women, according to
Sister Dolores Brooks, spokeswoman
for the group.

Church attendance increases

CHURCH AND SYNAGOGUE attendance in-
creased in the U.S. during 1976 for the first
time since 1958, according to a new Gal-
lup Poll. Some 42 percent of those inter-
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viewed attended church during the pre-
vious week, compared with a 40 percent
response during polls conducted over
the last five years. Least likely attenders
are people under 30, persons living in the
West and those with high school educa-
tions. Most likely churchgoers are people
living in the South and Middle West
and those with a grade school education.
Attendance by college-educated persons
comes between those groups. Whites
and nonwhites have similar attendance
figures.

Prejudice against religion
charged to Postal Service

PrResENT poLICIES of the U.S. Postal
Service threaten the existence of 700
religious publications, a hearing by the
Postal Study Commission in Washing-
ton was told last month. Testifying on
behalf of four church press-associations,
David E. Kucharsky, senior editor of
Christianity Today, charged the service
with “irrationality and inequity” in
attributing costs, with the result that
postage rates for nonprofit publications
are “far outstripping the increases
visited upon profit-making publications
in the same category.”

Presenting a statement from the
Catholic, Jewish, Evangelical and As-
sociated Church Press groups, Mr.
Kucharsky pointed out that when cur-
rent postal rate changes are fully effec-
tive, “postage rates for second-class,
nonprofit mailers already adopted will
exceed pre-reorganization postal rates
by over 1,000 percent in some cases....
With the announced deficits facing the
Postal Service, we can only anticipate
that this crushing spiraling of costs will
continue. We do not believe that Con-
gress intended that its delegation of
authority to the Postal Rate Commis-
sion included a mandate to penalize
the nonprofit, church-related press or
the nonprofit press of veterans, labor,
fraternal and other organizations.”

The spokesman for the church press
urged the elimination of the rate-setting
commission and “substitution of a post-
al rate setting forum whose members
are responsible to the Congress and,
thereby, responsive to mail users.”

Mr. Kucharsky said that Christianity
Today was moving its offices from
Washington to Wheaton, IIl, because
“to remain viable the magazine must
reduce some budget items to offset
rising postal costs.” :

Approximate cost of postage for this
issue of The Lutheran is more than
$9.000, according to Helen McDermott,
subscription manager. She noted that
the corresponding issue in March, 1972,
five years ago, cost $3,028. In 196_9 the
cost was approximately $2,000 per issue.
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LCA staffers meet with the President

EIGHTY STAFF PERSONS from churchwide agencies of the Lutheran Churchi
America held a two-day meeting with Dr. Robert J. Marshall, LCA presiden
at the Freedoms Foundation in Valley Forge, Pa., early in February. Aim ofk
meeting was to discuss organizational problems, goals and theological dire
tions.

“The whole church is a charismatic movement,” Dr. Marshall said. ‘I
receives the gifts of the Spirit to interpret and proclaim the Gospel, and tof
of service to the world.” Among issues raised by staffers were the need fu
flexibility in the church’s structure, better communications to help overcom
resistance to change and a better understanding of “what it means to bet
Lutheran.”

PHOTOS (counterclockwise)
Staff listens during discus-
sion; Dr. Ken Senft (DMNA)
gets a chuckle from Dr. Mar-
shall; R Marshall Stross
(PRT) and Dr. Kent Gilbert
(DPS) compare notes; LCA
Secretary James Crumley
chats with Bill Cedfeldt
(OC); OAF Information Ser-
vices director Len Sibley with
Dr. John Mangum of DWME:
Dr. Don Trued (OAF) and Dr
Crumley study a map with
Dr. Ralph Eckard, assistant

to the president




Southern Seminary program

CoLomeiA, S.C.—Divorce is not “an

‘ of betrayal” or “infidelity” but of
sponesty” and “fidelity,” Dr. Sam Keen

wld a convocation audience at Lutheran

Theological Southern  Seminary last

y, month. :

The author, who is a consulting editor

Psychology Today magazine, said
are a marrying society and thus also
divorcing society. Keen was the keynote
meaker at a two-day program entitled
tion, Divorce and the Church.”
‘Noting that there have been no posi-
fie models for divorce, he described
tonditions for a *“creative and loving

(divorce.” He said the church has not

looked on the divorced as blameless and

'y “divorce has meant not only the loss

o a partner, but also the loss of faith.”
in We should sacramentalize separateness
t @ well as union in the marriage cere-

' mony, he indicated.

| Keen said divorce is agreeing not to
“ e each other because a subsequent
lationship (remarriage) is “truly a
I ttree-way marriage....You must draw
X ourishment and not resentment from
0" the old marriage.” He said the process
¥ 0f a loving divorce takes a long time and
3 wually begins only after such issues as

property and children are settled. “Get-

ling out of the blame game is best for
the children,” he added.

“What has the church done for the
dvorced”™ was the title of a subsequent
mnel discussion. A divorced panelist
md' her pastor had called on her sug-
Bsting that she “get a girlfriend to live
With” She noted that was all the pastor

to say and that was “more than I
(tipected because 1 did not expect him
0all.." She attempted to lose her

fess and pain in business, the choir
ind teachlpg and ministry projects “but
e emptiness remained.” Now five

#ars after the divorce her church has
’slle . @ group called Singles Again.
| ¢ said she finds the group supportive.

other panelist, a mother of five,
lated Shg felt support from her church

a divorce but she decided to join
s °} congregation with a special

Hl‘u?'esor d;_vorocd people. This program
lﬂl'ﬂl.lp ma ll)\;e-sesswn seminar .for new
* Bibe st::l rs. The'l?rsl session is a

Y emphasizing forgiveness.
: y:;f’mgit deals with grief and crisis
., M-a _hcrs‘focus on how to get
\ ing lgalf?; being a single parent and
' gy be:ure with confidence. Bible
i‘ %mber N the main format for the
! group.

ﬁVWu:hufl:l? began a program for the
%ian famf})\»\'mg a sermon on the

1ly. The pastor had so many
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hurch response to divorce examined

calls from divorced people calling for
counseling appointments that he realized
the need for a special support group.

A panelist suggested that churches
need special groups for divorced people
because others “may know I am divorced
but neither I nor they will take the ini-
tiative to talk about it, and I need to talk
about it....” The panelist said “the
authority of the pulpit should regularly
proclaim the good news that forgiveness
includes those who are divorced.”

—MURRAY SHULL

Tight finances seen
curtailing new missions

NEw York—Concern that develop-
ment of new congregations will suffer
“severe cutbacks due to financial strin-
gency” was expressed here in a report
to the management committee of the
Lutheran Church in America’s Division
for Mission in North America.

“There is tremendous opportunity
to enter at least 40 new mission fields
in 1977, but there are not the resources
to do it,” said the report from the De-
partment of Church Extension.

“The present church grant allows for
only 12 new entries in 1977, the com-
mittee learned. Nine additional entries
could be made with external funding
from a fraternal benefit society.

During 1976, 32 new fields were en-
tered and 19 congregations were or-
ganized.

The management committee asked
that these concerns be brought before
the LCA’s Executive Council and that
staff “intensify its...consideration of
alternate gradual steps leading to the
establishment of congregations through
Bible classes, extension of the role of
the diaconate and lay associates and
alternate places of worship without
diminishing the quality of theological
expression.”

In other business the committee ap-

proved a procedure for informing the
church constituency on stockholder
actions. All church-related entities
which may hold securities will now be
informed of the LCA's reasons for
participating in stockholder resolutions.
The LCA recently joined other churches
in filing a resolution with Citibank,
asking the corporation not to make or
renew loans to the Republic of South
Africa “unless and until the South Afri-
can government has committed itself
to ending the legally enforced form of
racism called apartheid. .. .”

A study of institutional trends for
each of the LCA’s 18 colleges and uni-
versities was also approved. The study
will look at finances, enrollment, synod-
ical support, tenure percentages, per-
sonnel and building needs in an effort
to provide early warning of problems
“which will arise in the next decade.”

11 named to committee
on minority interests

New York—Eleven people have been
named to two-year terms on the Lutheran
Church in America’s Consulting Com-
mittee for Minority Group Interests.

They are Sydney Beane of Tempe,
Ariz.; Dr. Alonzo Crimm of Atlanta:
Jean Gregory of Toledo, Ohio; Dr. Edith
Halvorsen of Maplewood, N.J.; William
Heard of Chicago; David Perez of San
Antonio, Tex.; Carver Portlock of Phila-
delphia; the Rev. Arthur Seyda of
Easton, Pa.; Iris Sosa of Washington,
D.C.; the Rev. Carlos Torres of Chicago,
and the Rev. Wilson Wu of Monterey
Park, Cal

Surprise!

CoLuMmBus, OuHio—Pastor Brian
Matevia’s ministry to apartment
dwellers had a surprise develop-
ment recently.

Setting out to meet people in
the large apartment complex
where he lives he spotted a harried
young mother in the laundry cen-
ter. Seeing that she had a huge
load of clean garments to take
home, Matevia offered assistance.
Neighborhood children saw Mate-
via entering the woman’s residence,
however, and informed her hus-
band that “a strange man is in the
apartment.” The husband burst
into the living quarters and de-
manded to know what the startled
Matevia was doing there.

The situation was quickly ex-
plained and the husband volun-
teered his help in Matevia’s min-

istry.
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Lutheran-sponsored refugees gaining
self-support, reports indicate

REPORTS FROM LUTHERAN sponsors indi-
cate a growing number of Indochina ref-
ugees are achieving self-support.

Lutheran churches sponsored slightly
more than 10 percent of the 144,000
Indochinese resettled in the United
States since April 1975. Many refugee-
church relationships have extended to
18 months. Here are sample reports.

e Christ Lutheran Church in Wood-
stock, N.Y., has completed resettlement
of a Vietnamese family. After occupying
the church parsonage for a year, the new-
comers have a home of their own. The
father has an industrial job and studies
electronics at a community college. The
mother developed a home-based busi-
ness, baking and selling egg rolls. They
have children in school and the family’s
youngest member was born last spring.

® At Elbow Lake, Minn., Pastor Paul R.
Petersen of the Bethlehem-West Elbow
Lake Lutheran Parish reports the eight-
member Duong family has become in-
dependent of sponsorship which involved
all six community churches—four of them
Lutheran. “Though organized sponsorship
has been discontinued,” Petersen states,
“the fact remains that in a small com-
munity of 1,500, and with all six churches
involved, there is an arm of love and af-
fection and concern that will reach
around the family for many years to
come.” One year after the Duongs
arrived at Elbow Lake, Petersen bap-
tized them at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church.

¢ Faith Lutheran Church at Ashtabula,
Ohio, sponsors the Yangs, a Laotian family
that arrived last September. The nine-
member family includes a child less
than a year old. As they make progress
in adjusting, they have chosen to attend
Faith’s Sunday worship and church
school, according to Pastor Dennis E.
Stylski. He adds: “We hope to get the
Yangs as self-sufficient as possible so we
can be free to sponsor another family.”

The Lutheran Council in the USA
(LCUSA) has been a channel for resettling
about 18,500 of the refugees, nearly
16,000 with Lutheran sponsors. An Oc-
tober 1976 computer report—the latest
made available by the government—
shows 11.3 percent of the refugees LCUSA
helped settle are on welfare.

The largest number of Indochina
refugees—30,495—has resettled in Cali-
fornia, according to LCUSA’s Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee service.
Tex_as is next with 11,136, then Pennsyl-
vania with 8,187. Virginia, Florida and
Washington follow with more than
5,_000; New York, Illinois and Minnesota
with more than 4,000 and Louisiana,
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Oklahoma, Ohio, lowa and Missouri each
with more than 3,000. Figures above
2,000 are posted for Michigan, Maryland,
Wisconsin, Oregon, Hawaii, Colorado,
Indiana and Arkansas. And those states
with between 1,000 and 2,000 are Kansas,
New Jersey, Georgia, Arizona, Alabama,
Massachusetts, Nebraska, North Caro-
lina, Connecticut, Tennessee, Kentucky
and New Mexico.

Synod convention

April 15-17
lowa: Olmsted Center, Drake
University, Des Moines, la.

Housing service offered
for patients’ relatives

ANN ARBOR, MICH.—A young woman,
seriously burned, is flown to the Univer-
sity of Michigan’s research hospital
Accompanying the patient are her
parents and fiance, who have nowhere to
spend the night.

A man travels to Ann Arbor for a kidney
transplant. His elderly parents want to be
near him but cannot afford motel accom-
modations. Where can they stay?

The answer in both instances has been
supplied by Trinity Lutheran Church.

Since 1972, 35 Trinity families have

provided free housing, meals ang
portation for relatives of Lutherap
tients at St. Joseph Mercy and M,
Children’s hospitals and the e
facility. The length of their su;.;:‘wﬂ
ranged from one day to three weeks, 2
The congregation began the hospi [aws
program when, as Pastor Richard o
explains, “we took a hard look agwE"B‘
church’s role in ministering to the cop Fng
munity.” By letter, Dr. Preis asked g T
Lutheran pastors to encourage pmt’:laws
ioners contemplating hospitalization
Ann Arbor to take advantage of Trinif|
program. Chaplains at the three hospiuum
also inform the congregation of g .
Lutheran families who need thcr::m]
assistance. : : oxsg
For many chronically ill paticntsaw“gj‘
the children’s facility, a hospital stajy 4
nothing new. But Trinity membe),,
have found that by sitting with a youth gy
ster’s parents in hospital waiting room «g
the congregation lets families know th ,,
“friendship and an emotional or spinté . »
lift are available,” Dr. Preis says. o
One product of the original prog . .
was a second group—of 80 member .
who donate baby-sitting services or med i,
to Trinity families with a hospitalis p f
parent. of p
The Preises recently realized @ pens
idea’s benefits when wife and moﬂﬂ‘mm
Constance underwent surgery. Thanké Ty,
Trinity members who delivered medpy
to the minister and the couple’s % o
sons, Dr. Preis recalls, “I didn't havel fhyt
prepare a single meal during my Wiy
hospitalization!” for ¢
___ intenf

i i
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STUDENTS AND FACULTY at Lenoir-Rhyne College, Hickory, N.C., stand at the I synog

posed site for a new $1 million classroom building at the Lutheran college. The 5""‘;: Progr
which will replace the 65-year-old Yoder Building, right, is the top priority i the © iigue,

lege’s “Forward Together”

campaign, which has raised pledges of $1,531,787 50 o and

statewide “Pledge Sunday” this month aimed at pushing the drive over $2 million-
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= getain Sunday closings,
|synod president urges

BostoN—A statement supporting the
shlwnﬁnuaiifm of Sunday closing or “blue
; aus” has been signed by SIX. Massa-
S dusetts church leadcrs,‘ mcluqmg Dr

: Fugene A. Brodeen, president ui- thc\l_ u-
L0 jeran Church in  America’s New
W Fagland Synod. : Fs
4 The six leaders maintain repeal of the
and, .« would have “a negative impact on
on e quality of life” in Massachusetts
il Noting that the issue of economic
Pilenefits from repeal is “immensely
W omplex and strongly debat " and
8 sgeserves lengthy and careful study, not

maggerated advocacy on either side,” the
U5 dplioious leaders appealed to legislators
41 png the public to weigh those alleged
b fenefits against the probable loss of
O quality of life in the state.
WM “Society needs a regular period of rest,
' paxation and renewal, a shift of pace
Mfiom our pervasive consumerism and

\ommercialism. . .Sunday closing laws
¥ are a device to protect the quality of
X" yman life in a complex, intense and
M gimost constantly gyrating society. The

rist from labor, the relief from the clamor
of perpetual motion, is such a funda-
mental need as to be a sacred duty,”
ol¥ e statement said.
k¢ The religious leaders acknowledged
e retaining the sanctity of the sabbath
% one of our commitments,” but added
"¥ihat in a culturally diverse society they

“unnot seek “the sanctions of civil law”

for that reason alone. They said their
—ient is to “preserve the benefits for
g liman well-being in a uniform time for
it and renewal”™ for family and friends.

The statement was circulated by the

Massachusetts Council of Churches to
lte commerce and labor committee of the
late legislature and to 1,800 member
Hurches of the council. Other signers
tpresented state and regional Episcopal,
Uﬂ{ied Methodist, American Baptist and
bhited Church of Christ bodies.

Committees on women
Sarted by 11 synods

New York—Eleven of the Lutheran
Urch in America’s 33 synods have re-
ported establishing task forces or con-
'8 committees to increase women's
md,‘-“Pallon in t‘h'; synod’s work, ac-
"Ig to the Division for Mission in
4 orth Amedca(DMNA).
ﬂaptf::‘c;ummer the LCA convention
ﬁ _ @ recommendation presented

b a_ rec
Qﬁ t&f division's Consulting Committee
f synod:fl:fm I Church and Society that

4 Mogram INcorporate in their structures
oy Or“'fatlf_: means for dealing with
i o ¢ Justice and equality for women

en.” The recommendation spe-
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cifically asked synods to design “strat-
egies to secure increased representation
by women in synodical leadership posi-
tions” and to “effect a more just treat-
ment of women and men as equals in
the body of Christ.”

Dr. Elizabeth Bettenhausen, coordi-
nator of the consulting committee, said
she has received information from 25
synods so far. In addition to the 11 re-
porting they have acted on the recom-
mendation, five have done nothing and
nine reported no need for a program-
matic change in this area, she said.

Canadian synod to share

in pastors’ moving costs

KITCHENER, ONT.—The Eastern Can-
ada Synod can now assist congregations
with the sometimes high cost of moving
a called pastor. A policy statement

adopted by the synod executive board
commits Eastern Canada to share pro-
portionately. The amount would depend
on conditions of need.

Reasons for the policy involved con-
gregation size and the synod’'s vast geo-
graphical area.

IN HIS ARMS IS A BIG ANSWER TO WORLD HUNGER-
more food grown overseas in the very areas of acute hunger

This Ethiopian farmer flashes the joy of harvest. Lutheran world
hunger funds helped bring a crop surplus last year in the Henna
district of western Ethiopia for the first time in history.

The race against famine can be won if we care and share enough.
Most monies now contributed to the Love Compels Action/World
Hunger Appeal are being used to increase food production in Asia,

Africa and Latin America.

Set aside weekly contributions at home for world hunger. Bring
them monthly to your church so designated in thankfulness to God

for Christ.

LOVE COMPELS ACTION/WORLD HUNGER APPEAL

Please send the free leaflet,
“Multiplying Food on a Dirt Floor.”

Enclosed is my gift of $____

Name__

Congregation__ :

The Lutheran Church in America / 231 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016

Address_ = SRS e RS

Ciy-State, Mp- - -




A musician volunteer conducts a workshop for handbell choir members

200 churches exchange
ideas at resource fair

SAn Francisco—More than 600 Lu-
therans from 200 congregations in north-
ern California gathered here recently for
an all-Lutheran resources fair.

Literature informed participants that
the fair was “designed to acquaint you
with the resources and experiences of
people whose ideas or services you may
tap again in the future.” Resource peo-
ple’s mailing addresses were given in
the material.

The format combined 50 workshops,
35 exhibits and two worship services led
by lay leaders and pastors from the Lu-
theran Church in America, The American
Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church—
Missouni Synod and the new Association
of Evangelical Lutheran Churches.

Workshop titles included *“use of
multimedia,” “more effective parishes,”
“meditation,” “marriage encounter” and
“understanding  homosexuality.” Dr.
William E. Lesher, president of the
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary,
attracted more than 70 newly elected
church council members to his seminar,
and church treasurers, secretaries and
organists found workshops geared to
their concerns. Special ministries for
youth, senior citizens and apartment
dwellers were also explored. And par-
ticipants could learn more about worship
options such as folk music, bell choirs
and youth music combos.

The fair’s opening worship service was
led by Dr. William H. Lazareth of the
LCA’s department of church and society.
He underscored the “royal priesthood of
baptized people.” Closing the fair was
a mime liturgy led by an ALC pastor
and professional clown, Floyd Shaffer.
He was assisted by 12 Pacific Lutheran
Seminary students who attended Shaf-
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fer's clown workshop.

One fair planner, LCA Pastor Milton
Johnson of Livermore, commented, “The
exciting part was that Lutherans across
synodical lines discovered the amazing
amount of resources we have among us.”
The fair’s lterature stated, “Here in
northern California we are beginning to
explore and to demonstrate the reality
of one Lutheran church, in function if
not in form.”

The fair was developed by Coordinated
Lutheran Ministries (CLM) of San
Francisco, with planning help from
leaders of the four participating Lutheran
bodies. LCA Pastor Paul J. Schultze di-
rects CLM.

Baltimore’s handicapped
get busing service

BaLTiIMORE—"Mobility,” a bus ser-
vice for the handicapped of metropolitan
Baltimore, is being set up by Lutheran
Social Services of Maryland in coopera-
tion with the Maryland Department of
Transportation.

The project has state and federal
funding and is a subscription service
using ten small buses each equipped
with 13 seats, 3 wheelchair spaces and a
wheelchair lift.

Directing the program is Thomas M.
Povlitz, formerly council vice-president
at Hope Lutheran Church, Newcastle,
Del, a Lutheran Church in America
congregation. Povlitz earlier coordi-
nated establishment of the Delaware
Authority for Specialized Transporta-
tion. That authority was the nations
first public agency to offer transporta-
tion services to the handicapped, ac-
cording to Lutheran Social Services of
Maryland. Under Povlitz’s guidance
the Delaware authority had a 47-member
staff and 41 minibuses.

-

Chicago vocalist plang
tour as missionary

CHICAGO—A black gospel singer g
Lutheran Church in America memb
soon will realize a long-held wish tg
her vocal talents for missionary w
Herese Connor Bowman, whose chyr
is Bethel in Chicago’s Garfield Park g
tion, departs in mid-May for a three-we
Indonesian tour with a stopover in Afrig

The opportunity arose when Beth
Pastor David Nelson visited Djakan
Indonesia, last year and met Dr, Wil
Hekman, a Youth for Christ (YFC) dir
tor. Hekman was seeking a nonwhi
Christian who could witness to the peop
of the South Pacific, and Nelson g
gested Bowman

She will be paying her own travele
penses and will be singing for YFC ralli
and at Lutheran mission centers.

Concerts and international travel ares
entirely new to her. Last spring, for ¢
ample, she read an advertisement for
European-Holy Land tour and decid:
to join the group.

What does her family think of the tou
Her 87-year-old mother isn't surpns
recalling that as a teenager, her daught
wanted to become a missionary. And hu
band Brady is “proud,” says the sing
“He’s my biggest promoter.”

Born near Tyler, Tex., she remem:
her grandfather as a country fiddler &
her father as having “perfect pitch &
being able to play anything on the pan
even though he couldn’t read music.

At 14 she was directing a neighborho
church choir. A high school instruct
recognized her vocal ability and arrang
for a scholarship to Texas Collg!
Tyler. ;

Bowman married, taught school_lﬂﬁ
during World War II, moved to Chic
where she worked for the U.S. Treasllfl:
Department. Resuming her musical ¢
cation—this time at the American (&
servatory of Music—she sang in 2 rad
a cappella choir. ‘

But there were discouragements. e
first husband, Julian Bruckner, did"
cancer. She became a county social ¥
er, daily confronting poverty and disi™
For 20 years she served with the ¥
aid department and, since 1973, hasbf“
a social worker for the Christian A%
Ministry, an educational and servit?"
gram in which Bethel Church Pt
pates.

Nine years ago Herese BO“:man'.
former Methodist, was Bethel gﬂ;
Christmas soloist. “My niece W& |
parish worker at Bethel and ”th‘“{
that the Lord needed me there, sht.'
calls. “And the church was clost IO;
home.” So it was that the singef "
Bethel's music director, became ar”
theran. —MarioN YouNe®
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§1 goes a long way |
'in lowa transaction ;

v Arpis, Ja.—You might say it was too
Tigoodadeal to pass up. For $1 and “other

,':onsidera!ions." members of St. Pauls
| Lutheran Church here secured a perma-
t' sent home for themselves

The congregation sold its old building

(| in 1974. While the Lutherans pondered
, whether to buy or build a new facility,
;[hcy were invited to move into neigh-
. poring Monroe County United Pres-
 byterian Church. The two congregations
., had cooperated since 1962 by running a
' joint vacation church school program. The
, new sharing scheme worked smoothly
. The congregations maintained separate
worship hours but formed joint Sunday
. school, youth and choir programs.
i Recently the congregations decided
it might be a good idea to seek a more
| permanent arrangement and won ap-
| proval from the Iowa Synod and the
| Presbytery of Des Moines.
The complete terms? According to the
Rev. William Flemr of St. Paul’s, the

Luthe_ralns forlfeq over $1, pledged $5,000 Little Angela Margarita has iovely chestnut brown hair to match her mischievous brown eyes. She 1 \
1o a joint building fund and agreed to s’uffersfromasenousresprfaroryprobfem, and lives with her family in this mud and cane house, with a |
' share maintenance costs. Flemr. who has floor of damp packed earth. By the time you read these words, a Foster Parent will have come to her N
! b Sstor of St Pauls since S rescue. But so many other children are waiting for your love I | ’[
I e move for i e When you become a ‘Fox!cr Parent to a Instead, you will learn exactly how ' -;
it (o be O = little boy or girl, you'll learn the child’s your $19 monthly support is helping your i
10'c.l.h Pg y 0 € ristians name, receive a photograph and a de- Foster child, the family, and the entire H
2 er‘an‘ a strong sign of hope for tailed case history — and discover the community where the child lives. 111
tooperation In our community.” pmb!ems facing the child’s famz!_\x So many needy children are waiting
; Just imagine the joy of sharing your fora Foster Parent. Your love—and help
] - r 7
. g - ove! ; —is urgently needed. You can select a
'.Istenmg Post survey _ And all this—without cost or obliga- boy or girl from any of the countries in
0 t . tion! The_n. if you decide to accept your the coupon.
P H'Ip S rapld responses Foster child, you will receive a complete Or, you can request a “Child of Great-
New York_ Foster Parent Kit. est Need” from our Emergency List.
- PRK—More than half the peo- You will keep in touch through regular Then, after you receive the photograph
th g the ﬁlrsl questionnaire of letters from your Foster child and prog- and case history, you will have 10 days
3 thheran Listening Post” re- ress reports from her social worker. to make your final decision
onded in less than two weeks. You see, your love and support are not Won't you help? Today? Just imagine
€ questionnaire project is a two- lost in a massive, impersonal relief pro- yourself as a Foster Parent
i‘?‘? experiment seeking attitude and SRR e e e e R RN
I b
Ciun;;? i;&s&onsq ‘from. the Lutheran As a Foster Parent, | Write to: Reinhart B. Gutmann, A.C.S.W. _:
b merica’s laity and clergy. here's what you . Foster Parents Plan :
| om, 2,150 lay members and will receive: | 155 Plan Way, Warwick, R.l. 02887 |
Pastors were selected to receive * Foster Parent | | wantto become a Foster Parenttoa [J Boy [J Girl
the . = |
ISt questionnaire. There had been Information Kit | Age______ (3-16) Country . |
1,650 responses received when . s * Photo of your child | | wantto help a “child of greatest need" from your |
¥ presented St any - P :AnnualProgress report | DEMERGENCY LIST |
Titee of the LC A’ gement com- New photo each year | O understand you will send me a photograph and case
ad Plapy: ¢ A’s Office for Research * Personal history of child history introducing me to a specific child. After 10 days, |
R dnning, * Information about family || | will become a Foster Parent to the child, sending sup- |
tasons for joini . * Fact sheet on country port of $19 monthly, or return the material to you. |
fxtent of churcjh :lg%v-f Condgregatlon, * Regular letters from child : [J I've made my decision and here’'s my check for $19. |
im effort and A e * Privilege of sending | Please send me a child’s photograph, case history and |
W sough other _basnc information letters and special | complete Eastor Parant lnformation 1t |
th BOt on the first questionnaire, money gifts | | am unable to become a Foster Parent at this time but |
€ eport said. * The opportunity to | Want to contribute $ : |
- Albert . show your love Send more information about becoming a Foster
Blanm’ng . aversat, director of the ! Sarast |
. Office, i : . .
oug” prons said the listening post CALL TOLL FREE! | Name :
Belp g unit ¢ information that will * | Address |
nits :
thurch in planni,a,gdanedx“ul!l\’cs oi‘ the 800-327-8912 : City Statea : ‘z;;ba e
ol . 3 Foster P 1s a ded for children in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador
r Ports from the ﬁrstp u‘:yt.ma ing. Information | Bl Salvador. Ethiopia, Haiti,  indonesia; Peru: The: Philipp nes and |
esults Should be questionnaire’s will be sent | Upper ;.’ona Contributions ?jre tauddetduc':\tlillje c\':ree aroe’qaa:z:?zlr;ncgt |
: - - t ct an, iIndependen chi g ! L
: More qu, .relea_sed in May and immediately. | Rﬁﬁ‘ié?‘ﬁeggﬂ”.s Saianieon request from either Foster Parents |
for Tandgm dq estionnaires are planned (In Florida 800-432-5024) | Plan, or the New York State Board of Social Welfare in Aubfay. :l;l ;7 |
1stribution this L Sl
L | R I SEE———— TS
VAR
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new vistas...
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The Best of Your Life Is
the Rest of Your Life

Now, discover ways to live each moment.
day, and age as the best possible time of
your life! Thirty-five-and-over persons and
others learn how to overcome hopeless
conditions and enjoy life with God as their
guide! Donald L. Deffner. $2.95, paper

What New Creation?
The Agony of Church
Four-part study of theological, sociologi-
cal, and psychological make-up, founda
tion, functions, future directions, problems
and their solutions of five Protestant de-
nominations and their national boards and
agencies. Paul A. Mickey and Robert |
Wilson. $5.95, paper

Restructure

Salvation Tomorrow

This important study surveys the growth
of worldwide concern of Christian
churches for bringing about total global
evangelism and salvation. Stephen Neill

$3.95, paper

Getting It All Together

A Study in Ephesians

In a world constantly under siege by evil,
Ephesians and Jesus provide a basic the-
ology and inspirational guide for Christian
living through the Holy Spirit! The mes-
sage, mood, methods, manner, and moti-
vation of the church as defined by the
Apostle Paul in Ephesians are examined
Roy C. Putnam. $3.95, paper

abingdon
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Hamner,

Robert S. Alley

Camus

. newdecisions!

Television: Ethics for Hire?
A Constructive Look at TV's
Creative Community

John Hawkins, Norman
and thirty-seven other well-known

television directors, writers, and producers

the motives and ethics behind many
well-known shows and much more!
$4.95, paper

Suffering, and Belief

the absurdist viewpoint of Albert
to the ardent feminist stance of
Daly, this non-technical, provoca-

tive book explores, criticizes, and evaluates
the major philosophical arguments against
Index

in God Howard R. Burkle

Donaild L. Deffner

Lutherans owe $13,243
Marriott lawsuit claims

MINNEAPO! Marriott  Hyg

Corp. is suin Lutheran chypg!
groups for allegedly failing tg pay|
$13,243 of bill to the Ny

Orleans Marr
last summer

The suit S. District Coyr
here, named American Luther
Church. the Church in Amg
ica and the I Church—Missoyy
Synod

The three nations were spo

sors of the A
Gathering (ALYAG
meeting attended by
Orleans Aug
A statement by
mittee

itheran Youth/Ady
) which conveneq f
25,000 in Ny
ALYAG steering con
had already paid (i
had withheld $13 4
the hotel did not live up toi
The New Orleans Mariott hs
agreed to provide rooms and servie
to 3,300 participants at a nightly cost
$8.50 per person for a total cost of
proximately $110,000. However, the con
mittee said a large number of roon
which were to have been reserved f
participants available a
hundreds of young people were foret
to sleep on the floor in hotel rooms v
one or more nights

The ALYAG statement said thain
ports following the gathering indicit
residents and retail businesses in N
Orleans “appreciated the wholeson
attitude of participants.”

Canadians set $1.7 millior
for world relief programs

WINNIPEG, Man.—A 1977 selfhé)
and development program valued &
$1,773,000 was approved last momw
Canadian Lutheran World Relel
achieved, it would surpass the re:‘ﬂ'
$1,600,000 program completed in 19% |

The church agency said this V&
effort covers projects in 19 coun™
in Asia, Africa and Latin Amenc. =
largest involves $250,000 for develof
ment in northeast Brazil. Other M
programs are planned for India, Mt
ritania and Ethiopia .

The agency approved participd’
in the Interchurch Committee oF °
man Rights in Latin America andfl
tinued participation and Ine®¥
funding for an interchurch PTOgm_‘T‘w
assistance to low-income, SeI
groups in Canada o

A $1,000 grant was voted 10 the ¢
A. Olson Memorial Fund for an 3“1“
lecture program. Dr. Olson wa 1‘”
dent of the Lutheran Church it A'I"
ica’s Central Canada Synod at the !
of his death last April

\dllj that
hotel $94,974 but
b

contract

CCausC

were not
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Springfield, Ohio, school.
The award recognizes spe-
cial dedication to Witten-
berg as a liberal arts
institution. Dr.  Ermarth
retired from the faculty in
1974 after 24 years of service.
She is a former member of
the LCA’s Commission for

Lindsborg, Kans., and Dr.
Mark Mathews, president

nventios| r
f California Lutheran Col-

Donald F. Hetzler, who re-
igned at the end of 1976
||i0ﬂ because of family concerns.

ms Three LCA youth will be
imong 50 stewards serving
seli4) ut the Lutheran World Fed-
alued ¥ eration Assembly in Dar es
onth 1‘: S“aam, Tanzania, this
elief. I/ June, They are Eleanor
e rectl Sander of Winnipeg, Man.;
1197 Gary Johnson of Raleigh,
is ¥ XC, and Kim Hunt of Se-
count™ attle, Wagh_
rica. T
develd? Pastor Ernest . Ryden of
er M 8t James, Barrington, R.I
ia, Mi¥ a5 been elected to the board
- { trustees of the Rhode
icipatd Islang Bible Society.
on D
and @ T John Morey, presi-
increst dent of Muhlenbeyrg p(fc;l-
gra ¢ tge, Allentown, Pa., has
self-te! }eﬂ elected vice-presidcni
;! the Lutheran Education-
the 01 C_Oﬂftrcnce of North
n an:: 'ye’::ﬂtca. Named 1o
as ¥ ®IMS on the ¢o =
0 A :‘WS board of diregtfgrrs
the t#, d?nel Dr. Arvin Hahn, pres-
of Bethany College,

el "ARCH 16, 1977
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theran Seminary, Berkeley,
Cal. People Prayers is by the
Rev. Richard F. Bansemer,
pastor of Lord of Life, Dillon,
Colo., and author of When
sleep won’t come, an article
which appeared in the Jan.
19 issue of The Lutheran.

Ermarth

Wittenberg University
presented its medal of hon-
or this month to Dr. Mar-
garet S. Ermarth of Mc-
Lean, Va., professor
emerita of history at the

Weber

The Rev. Gloria Weber,
an American Lutheran
Church pastor who serves
as parish assistant at Holy
Cross (LCA), Creve Coeur,
Mo., has been named one
of the years “women of
achievement” by the St
Louis Globe-Democrat news-
paper. She was the second
woman in America and the
first in the St. Louis area
to be ordained by the ALC.

Humor and Happenings
from Augustana Days is the
title of a 200-page book com-
piled by Dr. Theodore E. Mat-
son, former president of the
Wisconsin-Upper Michigan
Synod. Copies can be ordered
from the Lutheran School of
Theology at Chicago, into
which Augustana Seminary
was merged, for $2.25 in-
cluding postage.

ot il : Comprehensive  Study of
uthers, lege, Thousand Oaks. Doctrine of the Ministry
n : an_d‘ _of committees of the
Missou Recipients of alumnus of Division for Mission in

' the year awards from the Lu- North America.
S theran School of Theology at
'/ Ad Chicago (LSTC) are Dr. Nield Gordon, coach of the
cacifl Luther Mueller of Harvard, Newberry, S.C, College Rectanus
in Na [ll., and the Rev. Robert V. basketball team, has been

‘ Johnson of Wakefield, Neb. named coach of the year in Retired Vice-Admiral Earl
ng can They were recognized for Distrigt 6 of the National F. Rectanus, a member of
paid lengthy service to rural con- Association of Intercollegiate St. James, Ligonier, Pa., and
$1324 gregations and ded!cathn to Athletics. His team finished former director of U.S. Nav-
p to it Miller their synods, the seminary the season undefeated with al Intelligence, has been pre-
viott and the LCA....LSTC’s 32 wins and a number one sented the National Order of
enim A1 LCA pastor with Alumni  Association also ranking in the NAIA. Merit by the French govern-
y costo] T4y years of service in honored Dr. Arthur Voobus, ment in recognition of his
st of the campus ministry has a long-time professor of service to that country. Ear-
the con, €1 named director of the New Testament at the lier this year Rectanus was
§ oo Ngtlpnal Lutheran Campus school. awarded the National Intel-
rved fy Minstry. The Rev. Jerry ligence Distinguished Ser-
ble w I Miller, 45, of Madison, Books by two LCA pastors vice Medal by the U.S. gov-
e ford Wis., assumed the post this have recently been pub- ernment.
ol month. Since 1969, he has di- lished. The Best of Your Life

ncted the ministry’s central is the Rest of Your Life is a A performance of God's
that » 7800, covering  Illinois, collection of essays by Dr. Sheep Dog, an original
indicae “ichigan, Ohio and Wis- Donald L. Deffner, professor play by the Rev. Kenneth
in No Consin. Iq his new post, of Christian education and Reichley, helped open the
e Pastor Miller replaces Dr. homiletics at Pacific Lu- theater complex in Muh-

lenberg College’s Center for
the Arts last month. The
complex is a gift to the Al-
lentown, Pa., college by the
Northeastern Pennsylvania,

Southeastern  Pennsylvania
and Slovak Zion synods.
Reichley, a Muhlenberg

graduate, is associate pas-
tor at St. Peter (Manhattan)
New York, N.Y. The play
dramatizes the lives of the
Rev. Henry Melchior Muh-
lenberg (for whom the col-
lege is named) and his fam-
ily during the American
Revolution.

Allison Lippard, 12, ex-
cels in most sports and re-
cently said she would like to
be *“the first girl on the
men's basketball team at
North Carolina State.” The
young member of Epiph-
any, Winston-Salem, N.C.,
may be on her way. She was
runner-up last month in the
North Carolina Elks's Hoop-
Shoot (basketball free-throw
contest) for youngsters aged
12 and 13.
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What have you
got to lose?

You might be surprised. Have you
bought a house lately? Had a baby?
Started planning for your child’s college
education? What about retirement? You
could lose it all if you don’t have ade-
quate insurance protection. Here are
just a few of the ways that Lutheran
Brotherhood can help you keep what
you've worked for:

Help protect your children.

Our Guaranteed Insurability Benefit lets
you make sure your children will al-
ways be able to have life insurance pro-
tection. Lutheran Brotherhood can also
help you start saving today for your
child’s college education.

Keep a roof

over your
head.

If you have a
mortgage, don't
take unnecessary
a chances. We can
M outline protec-
tion that will help
you make sure
your home will
remain securely
yours.

Help you retire in style.

It's never too soon to plan for retirement.
Learn about our individual plans.

Send to

Lutheran Brotherhood

Box 920, 701 Second Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55402

I'd like to know more about-

O Protecting my children
O Keeping a roof over my head
O Retiring in style

O Plans for my entire family

—————————

-

Name
Address_____
City

O Investment opportunities State __

By | UTHERAN BROTHERHOOD

Care for your
entire family.

" We offer special fam-
ily life and health in-
surance plans that
protect you, your
spouse, and your
children.

Offer investment
opportunities.
Lutheran Brother-
hood Securities
Corp. offers Luther-
ans the opportunity
to invest in any of
four mutual funds,
each designed to
meet different in-
vestment objectives.
(Prospectuses are available upon re-
quest.)

Lutheran Brotherhood was founded
in 1917 to provide Lutherans with the
benefits of insurance protection. We
also aid the Lutheran Church and the
broader community through various
fraternal activities. We're now a Society
with over 800,000 members in 4,000
local branches across America.

Talk over your insurance coverage
with your Lutheran Brotherhood repre-
sentative soon. We'll design an afforda-
ble program that protects you well.
We're glad to help, because we're
people sharing brotherhood.

—i
-

—  _  ZTip
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Nine summer work
offered for LCA youth

PHILADELPHIA — Workcamps,
term summer events for youth |
again being offered by varigy sy’
in cooperation with the Divisiop
Parish Services of the Lutheran Chy
in America

The one- to seven-week Pprograms i,
clude working at a home for the ay Q. W
in North Carolina, day-care and eyl en seasc
ational service to farm and migny A, TI
workers’ children in South Carnjy pasSUS
and Florida and assisting devely allow.
mentally retarded persons in [oy willingn
North Carolina and Washington. I i obed
city churches in Detroit and Chigy «lf to
offer another kind of experience, i redempt
in Ontario, youth can work with i brance ¢
mates in a correctional institution,  minds (

Participants  are  responsible ffany mas
their own transportation to and fre deny hi
the work site. A small registration f follow m
covers living expenses.

e 5 d Q. W

For more information contact Dorat

Jeffcoat, Workcamps, Division for Pant DfEchjlh
Services, 2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphe i C‘
Pa. 19129 lhem[ali

LCUSA agency urges ™™
Latins to publish For

NEw York—Publicaciones El Esat

an inter-Lutheran agency which pm.!‘Wheny
lishes church materials in Spanis i
concluding its South Amenca 0pi

i - y —Ten
tions. The decision was made by‘;» e
agency’s trustees to encourag
digenous development of literailt

by the member churches of the Luths
Council of the River Platte in Argeni®
El Escudo has operated in UIf,Send
America for more than 20 year, ¥ dress |
the Rev. Milton J. Olson, the Suulf your ¢
America secretary for the LUU‘;"Il Luther
Church in America's Division for ““:‘
Mission and Ecumenism. Du“ngslk:,"*easele
time, El Escudo has published a 5% 0 o
ish Lutheran hymnal, congregii® forg yoL
literature and four volumes of Lu¥" :an Qive
works. Three more volumes by ¥ ,Tl,gfl;’;’
are being translated this year. i e righ
Related to the Lutheran Coul® " lon ge.
the USA, Fl Escudo has a board d* ol
i o LCA‘T} (new a
trustees, two each from the i i1 moy
American Lutheran Church and "-Ulhmn
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod  Queen |

Uelpma‘
Hymn society to me¢!

Cuicaco—*“Hymnody in the conte!
worship” is the theme for the ! {h'
tional convocation of the Hymn SOC]‘!‘F .'
America May 15-17 at Fourth Pﬂar U1 name
terian Church here. Dr. Martit dif
Lutheran theologian and associat® (o
of The Christian Centur), w”\\‘ltln:---...___
preacher. The society is based at ™t
berg University, Springfield, Ohi:
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camps, i
T youth, g
arious syny’

Divisign fg
heran Chyyl

Programs . ‘ _
for the ags, . Why do we sometimes call the Lent-
ire and ey gn season the “Passion™ :

and migy A, The word comes from the Latin
uth  Canoly passus est, which means to permit or
ing devely glow. The term comes from Jesus’
ns in [on sillingness to suffer death on the cross
ington, I in obedience to God and to allow him-
and Chig elff to become the instrument for the
perience, o edemption of humanity. The remem-
jork with § brance of Jesus’ sufferings and death re-
tution.  minds Christians of his admonition, “If
ponsible iy man would come after me, let him
to and fm deny himself and take up his cross and
>gistration f lolow me.”

ntact Dorgtl & Where do we get the names for parts
ion for Pury 2 the church, like chancel and nave?

Philadelpts A. Most such terms are taken over from

Latin. Chancel, for example, comes from

te Latin cancelli meaning lattices or

urges uosshars. The area around the altar was

, -
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in ancient times separated from the rest
of the church by a screen or latticework.
Even today, there is often an altar rail
around the chancel. The term nave comes
from the Latin navis, meaning ship. The
church was often likened to a ship and
the long, narrow hall of the church very
often looks like an inverted ship. An in-
expensive little book by Dr. Edgar S.
Brown, Symbols and Terms of the
Church, explains these and many other
words. It’s published by Fortress Press.

Q. How many new congregations of
the Lutheran Church in America were
“born” last year?

A. Twenty-two congregations were
received by synods during 1976 and ten
others were being organized and were
expected to complete organization before
the end of the year. The Division for Mis-
sion in North America says that increased
costs and fund limitations will permit only
12 new congregations to be organized this
year, although a grant from an insurance
company may increase that number to 21.

Q. What is “natural theology™

A. Natural theology is the effort by
theologians to correlate human reason
and experience with divine revelation. It
has been stressed throughout the cen-
turies by some great thinkers, notably
Thomas Aquinas, Hegel and Kant. A
modern example of natural theology
would be the doctrine of creative evolu-
tion, which finds God the motivating
force but operating through the processes
of nature in creating and perfecting all
that exists.

Q. Is there a book available on eti-
quette and rules in regard to flowers and
other decorations in the church?

A. Two excellent handbooks contain-
ing much good advice and full informa-
tion about this subject are Altar Guild
\Workbook by G. Martin Ruoss (35.75
plus postage) and What an Altar Guild
Should Know by Paul H. D. Lang ($4.25
plus postage). The books are available
from any Fortress Church Supply Store.
They'd make a good investment for altar
guilds and church libraries.

Q. Is it proper to expect the departed
souls to intercede for us before God, as
the saints are said to do?

A. There is no word in the Bible sup-
porting the notion that either angels or
saints intercede for us. There is also no
example of this happening. The teaching
that saints pray for us is, in Martin
Luther's words, “nothing but human
twaddle, man’s own invention apart from
the word of God and the Scriptures.” To
call upon departed saints to intercede
for us is actually a sign of mistrust in
Jesus Christ, who is our only intercessor
before God and in whose name we pray.

Consider these benefits:

. New higher rates now apply, provid
Ing Income you can't outlive. (6.0% at
age 65;6.6% at age 70; 7.4% at age 75

8.5% at age 80; 10% at age 85 and
above; all on a single-life basis.)

2. Two significant income tax savi: g
add to the attractiveness of the plan
(1) 2 generous contribution deduction
at the outset; and (2) largely tax-free
income for the rest of vour life. (Ask
for an exhibit of the savings applicable
at your age situation.)

3. Further tax benefits are achieved
where appreciated property is the basis
of the ait Probate costs for the estate
at death are also lessened

4. Written in amounts of $500 or more
your LCAF annuity can be designated
as you prefer: for the church’s work—at
home, at large, anywhere in the world:
for immediate use when the time comes
or to become a fund providing continu-
Ing support

5. Gift annuity agreements are easily
arranged by mail from your home. Many
annuitants have multiple gifts to their
credit, attesting to their satisfaction both
with the plan and with LCAF s services
to them

Mail this coupon for further information

Without obligation, please send
information about LCAF's Gift
Annuity Plan, including rate
schedule and application form to

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE

My birth date is

Second party: : Male ._‘ Female

Birth date is

LCA Foundation

An Agency of the
Lutheran Church in America
Chester A. Myrom, LL.D., Director
231 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016
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REPORT

By Dick SUTCLIFFE

Six families probed

A UNIQUE AND FASCINATING series of
one-hour television programs, “Six
American Families,” previews Monday,
April 4, during prime-time hours.

Designed by Westinghouse Broadcast-
ing Company as an in-depth examina-
tion of American family life, the series
was produced in association with the
United Church of Christ and the United
Methodist Church. Extensive publicity
is being distributed throughout the three
major Lutheran church bodies and nine
other Protestant denominations.

“Stars” of the series are half a dozen
typical-but-different families from di-
vergent backgrounds and locales. The
Pasciaks, a blue-collar Chicago family of
eight, are featured in the first show, fol-
lowed by the Greenbergs, a separated
couple with two children living in Mill
Valley, Cal; the Stephens, an Iowa
farm family of eight; the Georges, a black
Manhattan policeman, his wife and
three teenage children; the Kennedys,
five Missouri Synod Lutherans from
Albuquerque (one family member is a
retarded child), and the Burks in Dalton,
Ga., a rural family of 12.

All six families, representing as they
do the social, economic, geographic and

ethnic mix that is America, meet,
wrestle with and endure common con-
cerns—inflation, hunger, violence, di-
vorce, crime, race, environment, em-
ployment, success, freedom and duty.
Viewers will feel at home.

The series was not designed to be
entertaining or to give viewers an
emotional lift. Rather, it is intended as
a candid examination of family life in
contemporary America.

Evidence of spirituality is noticeably
lacking (which may bother some). Yet
the absence may well prod practicing
believers to search for the “why” and
“wherefore” to the Christian com-
munity’s good.

To quote Producer Paul Wilkes, “I
found that just about everybody has a
belief in a transcendent God, but people
are not working it out through the insti-
tutional church. The church is a social
vehicle, form and not matter. Religion
is not a wholistic approach to life. We
could have found a religious fanatic, but
we didn’t want to do that!”

The series will air on the PBS net-
work and by Westinghouse-owned TV
stations in Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Pittsburgh, Boston and San Francisco.
(Check local listings for times.)

Study guides are available for thought-
ful viewing. Among them: Thomas Orrin
Bentz's six-page guide in the February
issue of A.D. magazine, 475 Riverside
Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027, and “Six
American Families” by Paul Wilkes
(Seabury/Parthenon) available from

Six American Families, 1525 McGavock
Street, Nashville, Tenn. 37203...82 per
single copy; $1.85 each in orders of ten or
more going to same address.
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The Kennedys of Albuquerque in “Six American Families’
helps retarded son David with reading and numbers.

"are Lutherans. Here father Jim

Worth watching
(all times EST) on WO

Wednesday, March 16—Tgg Mirgp MINNEA
MonTHS, an informationa] spg;m\[unfcrcnce
deals with human conception, gexy cheduled
tion and birth. CBS, 8-9 p.y. d Cana

Sunday, March 20— WoMeN of Vayg| ontinuing
An NBC religious special drama it Augost.
lates experiences of the first Jewig! The five
settlers in New York. 5-6 .M. toprovide

Tuesday, March 29— THE INCREDIgyz ) church mu
CHINE. This National Geographic § forship le
ciety production explores the jnp jear Wil |
most recesses of the human body. pgj Ester cycl
8-9 p.M wsions
ALL CREATURES GREAT AND Sapy jg fonients 0
Hallmark Hall of Fame adaption Worship. 1
James Herriot’'s novel about a yomg*iﬂmdUdf
veterinarian. NBC, 8-9:30 p.m. " directors, 8

i theran  staf
Detroit church property puonsivl
donated to social service

Dates ar
it
DeTrOIT—Calvary Lutheran Chur' .. o
an American Lutheran Church o1y and
gregation on this city's east side Bio Ont: .
donated its church, fellowship hall & Korhfield,
parsonage to Lutheran Social Semif sy, Tacom
of Michigan. ion (Ind.); .
Members of Calvary’s smal o
gregation voted to disband last [
The property is valued at more ti}
$250,000.
LSSM will operate Calvary Suif
Center out of the church and feld
ship hall, located in an area wher!
percent of the citizens are of ri
ment age, according to the !
census. Latest estimates place !
retirement population at 30 per The c:
giving the area the highest concenl e Ci
tion of senior citizens in Detroit. Bory 1y
“This is a significant gift for big (1CA)
said Dr. Carl E. Thomas, a Lut®Chych (o
Church in America pastor Who'fy emph:
director of LSSM. “It enables B i yoq,
expand our services to the aging I Right in
The agency already operates @ ®lile ool
bination home for the aged and ™Hoye hy
ing home in Detroit, nursing hom mportapce
Saginaw and Grand Rapids and!" In Gy

confe

tirement center in Grand Rapids. Devid W
. s Luthe
Property defiled at CI.C Ehnstian

; Gospel oy
s s —Trespsi o o
THousaAND Oaks, CAL. i hat “Luth

using the cover of night have turned h;' .
rural property on California L"w‘_f Whether [}-:
College’s North Campus into 2 d“m[f' Christian |
ground. The college reported tha Uf' In short
rock, concrete and broken paving " Preus
have been left by contractors % gpo wh
avoid a recent boost in cost at auth® Strippeg of
dump sites. . asic

While asking neighborhood "Cs“j; Clergyl;]‘;h
to help with surveillance and Pmm‘?‘ "Péople
prosecution for violators, the & s cent
said two dumpers recently caug |1n‘ Your gwn
act were forced to remove their d&

. MARe
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conferences set _
on worship, music

weapoLis—Ten regional Lutheran

M:u' h:;;mm for Worship and _Musjc are
n, gmthedukd throughout the United States
nd Canada beginning in June and_
=Vm’wnlinuins through the first week of

it 1 August.
;mietz T%I:ﬁve-day conferences are designed
|m;ymvide resources and ideas for pastors,
5Lz duch musicians and lay congregational
phic §; vorship leaders. A seasonal focus this
e ing yr will highlight Holy Week and the
dy. Py Easer cycle. Worship services and daily
|sions will further introduce some
vaLL s contents of the nmew Lutheran Br_llvk of
ption ¢ orship. The faculty for each conference
a youy ¥l include a theologian, organist, choral
firctors, a chaplain and a national Lu-
Yieran staff member who has worship
Izsponsibilities.
| Dates and locations of the conferences

o8 e

Chu June 19-24, Texas Lutheran College, Seguin
rch @, and Wilfred Laurier University, Water-
side, oo, Ont.; June 26-July 1, St. Olaf College,
hall @ Northfield, Minn., Pacific Lutheran Univer-
Serwduity, Tacoma, Wash., and University of Evan-

ton (Ind.); July 10-15, University of California

all

at Los Angeles and University Lutheran
Chapel, Los Angeles, Cal.; July 17-22, Muhlen-
berg College, Allentown, Pa., and Colorado
Women's College, Denver; July 31-Aug. 5,
Concordia College, Ann Arbor, Mich., and
Newberry (S.C.) College.

A brochure and registration form will
be mailed, to every Lutheran congrega-
tion next month. Inquiries may be
addressed to Lutheran Conferences for
Worship and Music, 422 S. 5th St., Min-
neapolis, Minn. 55415. The conferences
are jointly sponsored by the Lutheran
Church in America, The American Lu-
theran Church and the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.

South Carolina Lutheran Men
boost missions fund by 45%

SPARTANBURG, S.C.—The Lutheran
Men of the South Carolina Synod re-
ported a 45 percent increase in the assets
of its loan fund for mission congrega-
tions. The sum rose to $126,967 from
$87,145 in the past two years.

A minimum goal set for 1977 would
add $20,000 to fund assets. Ten thousand
dollars would come from individual
$100 gifts.

Augustana College to open
record funding campaign

Rock ISLAND, ILL.—Augustana College
will launch an $11.7 million campaign
later this month to be conducted over
the next three years. The Agenda for
Leadership drive is the largest fund-
raising effort in Augustana’s history,
according to the Rev. Harold J. Skill-
rud, who chairs the Lutheran college’s
board of directors.

Dr. Thomas Tredway, Augustana
president, said the college is seeking:

$2,297,000 for academic facilities
and programs, including a redesigned
science complex and major renovation
of Old Main

—$3,540,000 for student and com-
munity services, including construc-
tion of a new college center to replace
the present union and improvements
to Centennial Hall

—3$1,400,000 for current operations

—$4,500,000 to double the college’s
present endowment.

One of the principal goals of the
campaign, Tredway said, is to provide
a major science complex. The college
union will become a science facility.

last i
ore (2w

perce
e 1Ne case for outreach

il BoTH THE LuTHERAN CHURCH in Amer-
Lulhﬂﬁ*g (LCA) and The American Lutheran
woly urch (ALC) have recognized the need
,r emphasis on evangelical outreach
es W this year,
s “:;ﬁllght in time with the effort are two
) M,Hf;k books from Augsburg Publishing
homﬂfrmm that unders::o!e the weight and
i 1l;lll'(l;anm of the Christian imperative.
| s zN With the Gospel, ALC President
; il !h Preus says that “God’s word
c I‘isti: €ran people, together with all
Gos 1" people, to a strengthened
espa¥, P‘ outreach.” He notes, however,
ned 18 vt Lutherans have lacked confidence,
ket theth been intimidated, uncertain
dunt (y - r they have what people need for
at 1 14N health and well-being,”
og ¥ ; Ort sentences of simple language,
ol O Preus maj :
tryik kel akes a tight case for evan-
thor? Strip dWhlch anyone can understand.
: basicpf of the nomenclature of theology,
sl » Tuths are presented in terms both
;roﬂﬂ, ugi':’:d lay people will appreciate.
: @uf St Eee need to hear you say that God
itk oonter of life, life in general and
jebr o life,” Dr. Preus says. “You

vt "ARCH 16, 1977

talk about your work, your trip, your
garden. You are asked also to talk about
God.”

Evangelical outreach, Dr. Preus points
out, is always the church’s task, but
“there are times that call for special
emphasis. Such a time is now. We have
been caught in the secularizing rush of
twentieth-century society. There has been
an uncertainty generated by the strong
attack on all social institutions. There
has been persistent questioning about
the relevance of the church for our age.”

The ALC president quotes LCA
President Robert Marshall on three ways
to participate in evangelical outreach:
1) prayer, 2) friendship and 3) witness.
In a calm and reasoned way, Dr. Preus
affirms that when a congregation uses
these avenues, people will be reached.

Much in the same vein is Walter R.
Wietzke's Believers Incorporated: The
Message of Ephesians for Evangelical
Outreach. But where Preus’s book
challenges individual responsibility, Dr.
Wietzke’s describes evangelical life in
the context of the church, and gives
meaning and definition to the church’s
witness. His work deals with the Ephesian
letter in which Paul addresses the “be-
lievers incorporate.” It takes seriously
our vertical relationship to Christ and
our horizontal relationship within the
church.

By nature, says the author, we are not
evangelical and we are not evangelists.
“Evangelists are made—not born.”

Nevertheless, “we, the people of God,
believers incorporated, the church of the
twentieth century, have it ‘laid on us'—
we the unworthy but still concerned
servants who pray for expanded hearts
and extended arms.”

Dr. Wietzke is confident that church
members will handle that responsibility
more effectively as they “grow in the
awareness of being a called people, an
incorporated people, a covenant people.”

—GEORGE H. STRALEY

Go WitH THE GospeL. By David W. Preus.
Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis
Paperback, 112 pages, $2.95.

BELIEVERS INCORPORATED: The Message of
Ephesians for Evangelical QOutreach. By
Walter R. Wietzke. Augsburg Publishing
House, Minneapolis. Paperback, 112 pages,
$2.95.

Have you considered a
Lutheran school of nursing?

‘ :
Lutheran Hospital

#
! A
School for Nurses

. - 555 6th Street
Moline, lllinois 61265
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Ministerial Roll Changes

Arizona
TusesinG, Karl A., assistant, Shepherd of the
Desert, Sun City, to retirement.

California
SHoNK, Ronald E., associate director, Lutheran
Coordinated Ministries, San Francisco, to
First, Palo Alto.

Florida
FerGuson, Kenneth, mission developer, Bethel,
Plantation, to Ascension, Boynton Beach.
Swanson, H. Luther, St. Luke, Lake City,toon
leave from call.

Georgia
TavLor, Michael H., Ascension, Savannah, to
on leave from call.
Uzupan, Daniel, Advent, Augusta, to Bethel,
Springfield; Laurel Hill and Wingard
Memonal, both Clyo.

lowa
EpINGER, Jennifer, newly ordained, to St
Paul, Fort Madison.

Minnesota
VepeLL, Robert F., Messiah, Assiniboia,
Sask., to Bethel, Hoffman; Aeneas,
Kensington.

New Jersey
STAUFFER, George E., St. Michael, Cherry Hill,
to on leave from call.

North Carolina

CrawForp, Claude E., Jr., Pilgrim, Lexington,

to on leave from call.
Ohio

BorG, David E., St. Paul, Dayton, to on leave
from call.

Fiscuer, Carl H., Jr, Trinity, Sebring, to
North Riverdale, Dayton.

HOMRIGHAUSEN, Ronald D., Zion, New Mid-
dletown, to retirement.

Kerrick, J. William, St. Paul, St. Louisville;
St. Luke, Vanatta, to Christ, Springfield.
MILLER, James P., Casstown, Casstown;

Brandt, Tipp City, to Resurrection, Lebanon.

Oregon

BorNzIN, James K., on leave from call, to
Gloria Dei, Coos Bay.

MOLLER-GUNDERSON, Mark R., newly ordained,
to Pilgrim, Portland.

MoLLer-GUNDERSON, Mary Ann, newly or-
dained, to Mt. Carmel and Pilgrim, both
Portland.

PeTers, David W., Faith, Clatskanie, to on
leave from call.

Pennsylvania

ALDErFER, David L., institutional chaplain,
Deaconess Community, Philadelphia, to
on leave from call.

ANDERSON, David B., Messiah, Pittsburgh
(Plum Boro), to on leave from call.

Hauser, William L., associate, Holy Trinity,
Akron, Ohio, to Zion, Pittsburgh (Penn
Hills).

Kramp, Paul F, Jr., Little Zion, Telford, to
associate, Christ, Allentown.

ManroDT, Paul T., Christ and Friedens, both
Bernville, to remain at Friedens, Bernville.

RiDGE, Barry M., assistant, Christ, Oreland,
to Messiah, Downingtown.
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SoLserG, Daniel N., Trinity, Donora, to St
Mark, New Stanton.

SpITTAL, John S., staff, Lutheran Children and
Family Service, Philadelphia, to on leave
from call.

Tickner, John W., Prince of Peace, Ene, to
Trinity, Ellwood City.

South Carolina
Jerrcoat, William E., St. Matthew, Lexing-
ton, to on leave from call.

Texas
Coorer, David F., St. John, Grand Praine, to
Our Saviour, Tyler.
Scoop, Perry L., associate, Holy Cross,
Yoakum, to Trinity, Miles

Washington

Braun, Robert E., Grace, Horseshoe Bend,
Idaho, to St. Paul, Spokane.

CuerLr, Paul A., assistant, to pastor, Salem,
Spokane.

Jensen, Everett J., administrator, Columbia
Lutheran Home, Seattle, to on leave from
call.

SwansoN, Roland H., Salem, Mt. Vernon, to
on leave from call.

CANADA
Manitoba
Cone, Michael T., St. Andrew, Liberty,
Missouri, to Ardal, Arborg; Geysir, Gey-
Sir.
MutToo, Francis X., St. Luke, Winnipeg,
to on leave from call.
Ontario
Ex, Robert L. O., Advent, Thompson, Man.,
to Bethesda, Kenora.
LeoNARD, Ronald V., St. Matthew, Hanover.
to St. Matthew, Mildmay; St. Paul,
Neustadt

LIBERIA
SCHMIDT, James D., St. John, Warren, Ohio.,
to missionary, Lutheran Church in Liberia,
Monrovia.

Deaths
in the Church

Tue Rev. Armas K. E. HoLmio, 79, a re-
tired professor and dean at Suomi College,
Hancock, Mich., died Feb. 21 in Hancock,
where he resided. Ordained in 1921, his first
service was to the Finnish American Society
in Helsinki. After arriving in the United
States in 1929 he served the San Francisco
Seamen's Mission, Finnish congregations
in Quincy, Mass., and as a U.S. Army chap-
lain. Joining the Suomi faculty in 1946, he
was a professor of religion and philosophy
before becoming dean. His most recent post
there was as archivist. He retired in 1975.

Tue Rev. Casper A. Kipps, 90, of High Point,
N.C., died Dec. 12 in Albermarle, N.C. Or.
dained in 1918, he served in Wisconsin at
Advent, Cedarburg; St. Paul, Waterloo; Trinity,
Marshfield (1930-49); St. Paul, Neenah, and at
Ascension, St. Paul, Minn. He retired in 1955.

Videotape pen-pal project |
begun by Ohio youth group

MANSFIELD, OHIO—A videotapepm.w'
network begun at First Lutherap Chug
here now involves the youth groups |
four congregations in three states |

The idea for a network originateg -lpmhpq
the Rev. Stanley Sneeringer, assoqyfir 1 2
pastor at First Church. He read aboy;\one of ¢
school network which exchanges g wster at
educational programs via videotapes  [Feb. |f

First Church originally got St. Joy sat me
Lutheran Church, Cumberland, Mj nylife.
and Emmanuel Lutheran Churchin Py Given
town, Pa., to join the network, Fyment !
purchased a portable taping unit andp i 2
together a tape explaining some of jyertion 1
programs and introducing its youth to  guremer
other congregations. More recently oy tat 2
Trinity Lutheran Church, Hershey, B villully
has said it would like to participate, | orcits |

Sneeringer said the hope is to exchay % ¢XCUS
about six tapes a year with coopenfi o S0Cc!
congregations. “But the trouble is, wey %P I
amateurs,” he laughs. “It takes abouts #0nd-
hours to produce a ten-minute tape” (' $0Cia

The pastor said he would like to gt *ter ¢
more churches involved and hopes Flect th
start a “chain-letter” tape format. Sof
the participating churches own their ¥ g Map
equipment, he said, but he poinlqio!mpital ]
that congregations with budget ¥ fejin; |
tions may be able to borrow or Meapiy| p
equipment from a neighboring schoold i [jx s
industry. “In our experience bormoW iy gShy)
outnumber owners ten to one,” S®ify in

inger said. treased by
y : M. A
‘All-Lutheran’ meeting _

affirmed by chaplains . .,

ZioN, ILL.—By a large majority, plrrh:; ‘:L‘d“;'
ipants in a recent consultation for ok .
in specialized pastoral care agrecdﬁ’gmll i
the all-Lutheran character of the ﬁ“bm absol?
day meeting was preferable to one #*

. it s t
would have had an ecumenical din fite unsys
sion.

.. eodlaareth
Responses to a questionnaire 4% -

+ I

uted at the meeting's close indidf " 0
that for most of the participants !
sion theme of “accountabiliy’ *
“responsibility” took on special med* s
when discussed in the context o S I in
ditional Lutheran theology. .| hutting

A total of 160 Lutheran chaplillﬂ“?‘1 Others™_|
part in the consultation held hCNi"ill‘farc-_“
chaplains serve in prisons, gener u"‘“ persq
mental hospitals, and as pastoral @ Waste by
selors in Lutheran and comm‘“: that ecyp
agencies. The third of its kind, th‘f 'g“foral !
was organized by the Division %/ M of |
sion and Ministry of the Lutheran C° hn and
in the USA. The division servcsg‘h 4 E'Els ma
tional chaplains from the Luthera? heﬂ’ [a ng o
in America, The American LU Pt haye
Church and the Lutheran hu® %8 yoy

Missouri Synod. IM“RCH -
THE LUTHE
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ginated yy/ Death penalty supported

T, assoy Sir I am disappointed to learn that
ead aboyone of our Lulhera_n leaders wa s a pro-
nanges l lester at the execution of Car_x Gilmore
otapes,  (Feb. 16, page 18). He did not repre-
t St. Johs ent me and 1 have been a Lutheran all
land, Mg mylife.

rchinPoy Given proper press and media treat-
work, Fiy ment, the execution of murderers can
Init and p fae deterrent effect but thgt consid-
some qf jcation is minor compared with the re-
youth to  quirements of justice. Th¢ Bible states
cently fyylhat a person who deliberately and
ershey, By vilfully takes another’s life thereby
cipate, | orfeits his own life. No murderer can
to exchay i excused on the basis that his parents
cooperaty society programmed him wrong; all
le is, wep 2oPle have free will regardless of back-
g abouty found. If the church is to take stands
e tape” (0 social and political issues it had
“mwﬂbmer creatz structures that properly
d hopes ellect the majority view.

mat. Sof Lioyp HALVORsON, McLean, Va.

’ﬂ?h‘"“Sir: Many of the Lutheran laity are for
pointed ® wpital punishment regardless of the
get Im¥ felings of some leaders. To say that
OW Of ®apita] punishment does not deter crime
g 5Ch°°1"iflikc saying that churches do not deter
! bfm“m Shall we abolish churches, seeing
ne,” Stat in these latter days sin has in-
teased by leaps and bounds?

. M. M. Ber» 1
Etlng ERNARD, East Chicago, Ind.

ains Sir: Bill Lamrc%h is a beautiful example
o thutzpah. First he stages a carnival
rity, pat! the time of the execution of a murder-
n for ckg’ @4 then decries the execution being
d ™€ 1 a carnival atmosphere. I have no
f the it affection for the death penalty
g ot 0t absolutely prefer it to any way that
ical dim:{: s these human beasts back into
IE“ﬂSuSpf:f:ting public. Why isn’t Bill
ire dith arcth using the same effort and de-
, india# """ to fight against the mass murder
ots the# " & Million unborn infants a year whose
ot o WY crime is being ient?
ity ng inconvenient?
al meatt PauL L. NoRLIE, Fernley, Nev.

ext °W§“"- If indeed the church’s leaders are
mmslﬁ‘ul:l:];uag their bodies on the line for
iphcﬁ- iin'ars —I wonder who is paying the
nersl g "—what about the families of the
€ lmmmmns Whose lives were wantonly
tora ul‘lhaEd by Gilmore? Dig anyone out of
;oxfﬂg miofcllimenica] group summon up the
. ‘mma ferve to visit them to assure
% Cou¥ pain of the Church’s concern for their
g o d grief And just maybe the
e o ad‘c Malter cannot be put under the
:mtum’ e hl:f of “a desire for revenge.” Peo-
ot s yoe 4 deep need to see justice done.

U must know, there is a wide-
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spread feeling among people that the
victims of violent crime are low man
on the totem pole.
CHARLEs E. Leps, East Orange, N.J.
Sir: The concept of putting criminals
to work who have committed non-
violent crimes is good (Opinion, Feb.
16). But please do not saddle the elderly
with these people. In nursing homes and
homes for the elderly, we need staff
who have freely chosen this work out
of a deep and loving concern for the
elderly and for their care and rehabilita-
tion. It is doubtful that conscripted
criminals could really give the kind of
loving, sympathetic care needed.
Joun R. BINDER, JR., Jasper, Ind

Freedom in Africa
Sir: Albertus J. Maasdorp’s statement
(Our freedom will come, Feb. 16) has
a familiar ring. It is the voice of a revo-
lutionary using the church and its of-
fices as a base of operation. The article
does not indicate that the people he
supposedly represents are ready to as-
sume the responsibility of maintaining
a self-sufficient and economically sound
government. Admittedly, there has
been a great deal of suppression and un-
fairness by the whites in their develop-
ment of his country’s resources for their
selfish needs. In spite of this, Pastor
Maasdorp must realize that there have
been benefits for his people. It is evi-
dent that the whites, blacks and col-
oureds need each other for their mutual
benefit and success. This is the direction
he should take.

JARL ENGLUND, Carlisle, Pa.

Sir: “Free nations are fewer,” said
your news article (Feb. 16, page 19). I
studied the map with the article, espe-
cially Africa, and I see that the only free
nation in Africa is Rhodesia, with South
Africa portrayed as partly free. Is it not
true that free nations have freedom of
religion and the nonfree nations perse-
cute and harass religious groups? I
have only one question. Why does the
World Council finance the revolution-
aries that are trying to overthrow Rho-
desia and South Africa? Majority rule
is not the answer. The churches should
be helping nations stay free so they can
worship in freedom and truth.

WARREN Boo, Chesterton, Ind.
(The Fund to Combat Racism spon-
sored by the World Council of Churches
is intended to provide only human-
itarian aid. Council officials insist no
such funds are used for military pur-
poses.—Ed.)

Warning about the cults

Sir: Thank you for the article / was a
Jehovah’s Witness (Feb. 2). This arti-
cle, like the one on Mormonism some
time ago, may help Lutherans and other
Christians gain an insight into the cults

which work against Christianity today
Although these heresies have been
plaguing the church long before Joseph
Smith, Charles Russell or Mary Baker
Eddy were born, the modern religious
scene has surely promoted them. Per-
haps articles concerning Unitarianism
and Christian Science will enlighten
Christians about them as well. It is im-
portant for us to realize that one is a
Christian because he worships the
triune God, not because he is a “good
person.” Christianity is defined by its
three ecumenical creeds, not by a moral
law.
MARK S. SHIREY, Long Beach, Cal.
Sir: Your article I was a Jehovah's
Witness was excellent. Please continue
to print such articles on different re-
ligions. MRs. CHARLES AKERS,
Sulphur Springs, Ohio

Faith should be contagious
Sir: Thank you for the article Keeping
the glow (Feb. 2). Our Christianity is
shallow until we really feel the deep.
warm and intense glow of God's love
in our lives—and then show and tell it!
The Spirit does move in all manner of
forms and expressions and brings tre-
mendous excitement to many. For them
it is sad to see that others don't under-
stand and can’t experience this new and
continuous joy. Let’s pray for contagion!
MARGARET WILsON, Litchfield, Minn.

VACATION AT MOUNT CARMEL for
excellent Bible studies, recreation luxury,
private cabins, reasonable rates. A beauty
spot. For all age levels. Inquire: MOUNT
CARMEL, 6125 Olson Highway, Minneap-
olis, Minn. 55422.

ORIENT AND S. PACIFIC (Tahiti, New
Zealand, Manila, Taiwan, Japan), 20 days.
$2198. Leave Dallas July 25. Return wvia
Vancouver. See our Church at work in Hong
Kong. Write Pastor Luther Anderson, 441
N. E. 3rd Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 33301.

LUTHERAN JET FLIGHTS from $299 round
trip. LONDON, AMSTERDAM, FRANK-
FURT, COPENHAGEN. THE LUTHERAN,
Box FKI, 2900 Queen Lane, Phila., Pa. 19129

DOSSIERS INVITED: PROF. OF PREACH-
ING. Earned doctorate in Homiletics desir-
able; Communication Theory or Theology
and Literature also considered. Contact: Dean
E. A. Schick, Wartburg Theological Seminary,
Dubuque, Ia. 52001.

ISRAEL SLIDES: Free catalog listing color
slides of the Holy Land. Available with taped
commentary. B. L. Slides, P.O. Box 434-B,
Stayton, Ore. 97383.

NORWEGIAN FOLKSONGS—Two stereo
LPs, English translations included! One—
$6.75, two—$12.50. Sevigs, 3424 19th Ave,
Minneapolis, Minn. 55407

CASH IMMEDIATELY for old gold, jewelry,
gold teeth, watches, diamonds, silverware,
spectacles. FREF information. ROSE INDUS-
TRIES. 29-TI. East Madison, Chicago 60602.
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Terrorism or decency? |

{
TerrorIST CRIMES like hijacking airplanes or bombing public buildings g,
especially repulsive. They make innocent people their chief victims ang W
no sympathy for the causes they claim to represent. Because of politg
intrigue, terrorists are all too frequently able to escape punishment.
Christian people and church agencies cannot conscientiously condope a
support terrorist activity, even when there may be some sympathy for iy
ultimate goal. Responsible citizenship demands that we work for decent
orderly and peaceful change. Those who wantonly resort to murder ang s,
struction must be brought to justice. They cannot be permitted to hide behiy
the shield even of a good cause. !
For this reason it is unfortunate that the Episcopal Church’s Commission g
Hispanic Affairs has been linked to terrorist bomb-throwers in New York iy
Some employes of the commission have attempted to hinder a grand Juny
investigation into the criminal acts and the commission has endorsed the
refusal to cooperate with law enforcement agencies. Unless there’s obviou
conflict with the higher laws of God, Christian citizenship requires obediens
to the laws of the state. The alternative is chaos.

Let’s not encourage tyranny .

SPEAKING OF TERRORISTS, they are not always extremist outsiders. In may
lands Christian people are suffering danger and even death at the handsa
those who control the government. Africa particularly has more than its sha:
of rulers who use their power abusively. The desire for freedom from colonid
ism seems to have trapped most African lands into a complete blackout ofil
freedom. In South America and Asia there are also regimes that resort i
imprisonment, brutality and torture to maintain their rule. While our gr
democracies would violate their own principles by attempting to overthros
these despots by force, we ought to be careful not to encourage them. B
shipping military goods to Africa and South America and money to almos!
everybody, the United States may unwittingly be supporting the very kind ¢
tyranny we deplore. Secretary of State Vance has started to reduce US,
grants to some countries which violate human rights. The biggest infring
ment on human rights is war. |

|
A kind word for synod correspondents *

ABOUT 100 YEARS AGO the committee of clergymen who were then respor
sible for publishing The Lutheran appointed a business manager. His job ¥
to travel around securing subscriptions and also “gathering sufficient news
fill the paper.” Dr. G. W. Frederick was evidently successful in this work, fﬂ"
the magazine survived.

Today we have better facilities for securing news. Hundreds of pages from
news services, press agencies and other sources pour into this office €
week. Yet our most important news reporters are the 33 synod co™
spondents who serve as our eyes and ears in all parts of the Lutheran Chu®
in America. Some of them have been with us for a long time and have eart|
our “distinguished service medal.” Three of these veterans recently e
quished their posts, each after about 30 years service—Dr. A. Kenneth He¥'
of South Carolina, Dr. Arthur Yeagy of the Central Pennsylvania Synod®”
Dr. Norman Berner of Eastern Canada. We gratefully salute these three o
all the others who are faithfully helping this magazine grow in circulat®
and in service to the church.

_ AvgerT P. STAUDER!)

THE LUTHER
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BECAUSE OF YOU

H('( ause lr| you a young
mother walked ten hours—uwith

a baby strapped to her back—to

get to the hospital. . .
It was a hot, humid morning

I'he sun was beginning to beat

mercilessly, and the humid air
hung heavy over the dry and
dusty hospital grounds

A crowd of several hundred
persons milled about, their
sandaled feet stirring up small
eddies of dust as they waited
their turn at the out-patient
clinic at Curran Hospital, in
the village of Zorzor, Liberia.

Among those weary folks was
Gamai, a young mother, who
spent ten hours—on foot
making her journey to Zorzor,
with her listless and feverish
baby strapped to her back.

Gamai was seeking healing
for her child, a child who
incidentally—was one of the
1,200 babies born at Curran
Hospital last year. And, now,
Gamai was returning to the
place where she knew her child

would be helped.

No less than 40,000 Liberians
will experience the healing hand
of the Great Physician this year
at Curran Hospital as medical
personnel minister to men,
women, and children in the
name of Christ.

.. all of this because of vou.

[t's your gifts to benevolence
that enable your church—the
Lutheran Church in America—
to make this healing ministry
possible.

And, if you didn’t make it
possible, Gamai—and 40,000
others—would have no place
to turn for medical care.

So, even though Gamai had
to walk those ten hours, she
could look forward during that
long and lonely trek to the
healing hands which reached
out to her and her child at
Curran Hospital.

Remember Gamai and her
child as vou put your offering in
the offering plate next Sunday
morning.




Think about this.

How much does it cost
you each month to cover just
the bare necessities? The

essentials . . . like shelter, food,
| clothing, utilities. Think about it.
T Now, say your paycheck stops
1 Where do you get the money for
those essentials?

But wait a second, you're thinking. You work hard.
You've got a good, secure job. Your paycheck isn’t
going to stop coming.

True enough.

Unless you become sick or injured for a lengthy
period. That's the catch. It's also the reason we urge
you to consider protecting your income in case of :

‘ ]enmh\ sickness or injury.
| The protection is disability income insurance. We
call it First Aid for Lutherans. Because if you're sick

Aid Association for Lutherans Appleton WISCOI"ISIﬂ.

Please have my AAL represent
disability income protection frc

Name
Address_
City

I'm a member of

(congregation)

Mail to: Aid Association for Lutherans, Appleton, Wisconsin 54919

t Aid For Lutherans.

(Hl Disability income insurance that pays if you become sick or injured.

State

But now you're probably
thinking — a lengthy
sickness or injury. Chances
are 1t won't happen to me.
= Well, chances are it ntay happen
to you. If you're a man 35 or older,
the odds are one in three that you will
suffer a disability that will last 90 days or longer
before you reach 65.
Or put it another way. If you're a man 35 or older,
the chances of a disability lasting 90 days or more are
nine times greater than the chances of death before

age 65*
And, get this. The chances are even higher for
women.

If you earn an income, protect it. Get more infor-
mation about AAL’s disability income plans by send-
ing in the mupun below.

Remember, if your paycheck stops, the first thing

or [ﬂjUE’Ld and you can’t work, the first kind of aid you're going to na.ui 1s financial first aid. And you can
you're going to need is money. get it with First Aid for Lutherans.
*Sources
1. 1952 Report of Mortality and Morbidity, 1946-1949 Ultimate Basic 2. 1964 Commissioner’s Disability Table, AAL’s 1965-1971 age last Ulti-
Tables mate Tables
common

concern for

human
orth:

: Fraternalife Insurance

ative provide me information about First Aid for Lutherans . . .
m Aid Association for Lutherans.

Phone
—Zip g

(City)




