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Sending for the opportunity booklet
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Sometimes free advice can be mighty valuable. So.
if you're not satisfied with your progress, send for a
free LaSalle booklet in your field of interest.

We've been helping ambitious people improve
their knowledge and skills for over 60 years. We
have home study programs to upgrade your present
Job skills . . . or for self-enrichment . . . or to com-
pletely change your career direction. Any one could
make a big difference in your life.

LaSalle home study is such a pleasant way to
learn. Lessons come to your home, so you can set
your own pace as a class of one. In spare time to
suit your convenience. Experienced instructors
guide you by mail—correct and grade your assign-
ments—every step of the way.

Get the facts without obligation. For free book-
let that interests you most, print name of program
in coupon below and mail it today.
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It was chapel time in a nursing
home. Since the residents were losing
patience waiting for the visiting
minister, a young aide led them in
singing favorite songs. In the middle
of “There is a tavern in the town"”
they noticed the pastor approaching.
With one accord, and without instruc-
tions, they switched to “There's a
church in the valley by the wild-
wood.” —Margaret Johnson

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Chris Bleich, a young farmer in our
congregation, pointed out an error on
the cover of a bulletin one Sunday last
July. It showed a farmer plowing, but
with a left-handed plow. There are no
left-handed plows, as our LCA Sunday
bulletin service didn’t realize!

—Rev. Wayne V. Steele
Grace Lutheran Church
Rankin, Minois

Trouble and perplexity drive me to
prayer, and prayer drives away
perplexity and trouble.

—Philip Melanchthon
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“This morning | want to sing you all a
little song about the upcoming Every Mem-
ber Canvass and about how our budget is
much bigger this year because the church
needs a new roof, the sexton needs a pay
hike, the drug-abuse program needs to be
expanded and the runaway-teen sheiter
needs more bread and because the mem-
bership continues to flee to the suburbs.”

I have never been hurt by anything
I didn'’t say.
—Calvin Coolidge

Commenting on my sermon, a
parishioner recently remarked: “Your
transgressions were very smooth.”

—Rev. James H. McKinley
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Elyria, Ohio

From the newspapers...
Springfield, Massachusetts, Daily
News: “First Lutheran Church of
Holyoke will hold its annual meeting
Jan. 18. Elections will be hell.”
—Noticed by E.F. Wilhelmi
indian Orchard, Massachusetts

Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Intelligencer

Journal: “Rev. Jones Will Be

Concentrated Today.”

—Noticed by Mrs. Samuel E. Kauffman
Columbia, Pennsylvania

Spring City, Pennsylvania: “Emmanuel
Lutheran Church congregation to

hold special meeting on roof Sunday”

—Noticed by Sylvia Denger

Spring City, Pennsylvania

Contributions of original material
for use on this page are welcome.
We'll make a small payment for each
item used, but we can’t return unused
submissions or acknowledge their
receipt.
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Worshipers arriving at Gioria Dei Church for Sunday morning services

Gloria Dei, Huntingdon Valley:

A

y

v

This church in a Philadelphia suburb attracts
people with diverse and meaningful programs

When I was separated from my husband,” says
Jeannette, “no one in the church I belonged to came to
see me. No one, friends or the minister, asked how 1
was getting along. They were friendly to my ex — but
not me. I'd volunteered a lot of time in that church,
and this cold shoulder hurt me.”

The gregarious, fortyish brunette frowns. “So |
looked for another church. Tried all kinds. Finally |
got to this one. I came to its program for singles. When
I walked in,” she gestures around, “I knew somehow
this was the church for me.”

The congregation Jeannette joined, Gloria Dei Lu-
theran Church in Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania, a
suburb of Philadelphia, has a way of reaching out to
people. At first, like Jeannette, they're attracted by the
low sprawl of contemporary buildings that hugs a
hillside. What keeps individuals there, though, is what
happens to them when they get inside. During Gloria
Dei’s 21-year existence more than 3,000 members have
been drawn to it, and countless people in the com-
munity have been touched by its ministry.

The senior pastor is Dr. Ernst G. Schmidt, who grew
up in a Lutheran parsonage. Working with him on an
ecumenical staff are a Presbyterian clergyman and a
Disciples of Christ minister. Eight directors — of Chris-
tian education, junior high youth, senior high youth,
fellowship, volunteers, a creative arts center, a mental

The author lives in Southampton, Pennsylvania.

L

By Doris J. WIENG

health clinic, a nursery school and three musi

leaders complete the professional team. !
Despite such diversity, the program this staff El{‘d“
is connected by a single thread: the needs of mp
viduals. Schmidt puts it like this, “We try to find wher
people hurt and where their needs .are." o
Inadequate counseling services in the commun”fin_:
the congregation to open a mental health ;lr‘v
Growth Opportunities Center, in 1975. The C{lﬁs
council tapped a Gloria Dei member, Dr. Kenne “
Barber, to plan the clinic. The chief PSYChO!(.)gIS[era-.‘
Philadelphia mental health center, Barber says opere
ing a clinic in a church fulfilled a personal dreaarfn.r "
Barber's dream grew quickly. One year :erhaf
chinic’s opening, the number of visits to the cen eto .
doubled. Barber and three other part-time Psycheof i
were scheduling almost 100 counghng sesséo 3
month. Today more than haif lhenr‘chentsa i
belong to the church. All pay acco;dmg {o
scale of fees, and financial help is available. e
The center doesn’t stop with treating p[:le P08 |
however. “The biggest thrust is to find [lrlouularhh' |
and do preventive work,” Barber explains. .ege enrich |
and his colleagues offer workshops on marrlafl gowth
ment, parenting, retirement planning, persof
and the single lifestyle. ! ghes |
Anolhcrgvemure through which _Giorilai Igslrp:‘:ﬁ
out to people is a singles group, Friends ID headed 1 |
Dorrie Sillman, a Gloria Dei member, spear .
THE LUTHER
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Church-owned van takes residents of Gloria Dei
Towers to church

Urganization a few years ago when she learned that 43
Preent of all adults in the Philadelphia area are
‘ngle—never married, widowed, separated or divorced.
A widow with three children, Sillman says, “Singles
h_ke_ to come to a group in a church. The setting in-
hbits the hustlers.” She notes that men and women
a“k_e Séem to more readily trust members of the op-
Posite sex they meet in such an atmosphere.
Membership totals for the singles group are anyone’s
fuess. Skiing and volleyball buffs become acquainted
¥ith people who share similar likes, thanks to the orga-
ﬂrl]zat,on,s recreational endeavors. Others turn out for
e weekly self-development session, social hour and
Gancing. With a mailing list of more than 1,000, the
E:O,UP d_faws over-twenties from the entire metropolitan
slon, including many nonmembers of Gloria Dei.
Friends Incorporated struggles with a tension that

"CTOBER 19, 1977

Schmidt:

‘We don't run old
patterns of programs
that were dead

20 years ago’

grips nearly. every singles group: attracting and retain-
Ing interesting people while helping those agonizing
over personal problems. “Many members of Friends are
divorced,” Sillman says. “It’s a traumatic experience.
They .fee! the church shuts them out. When they come
to Friends, they begin to feel once more the church is
interested in them.” Many renew participation in the
church — their own or Gloria Dei, she adds,

One of the congregation’s boldest undertakings was a
housing program for the elderly. A $4 million
residential apartment, Gloria Dei Towers, now three
years old, led the way. Last spring ground was broken
for Gloria Dei Manor, a $3 million apartment building
with 111 residential units, and Luther Woods Conva-
lescent Home, a 110-bed facility was opened. Gloria
Dei Village, a 45-acre total life care retirement com-
munity with dining and nursing facilities, is under
construction.

Of the four, only the Towers was financed by the
federal Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD). Private investors funded the others.
“They finance, we manage,” the pastor says.

Situated a mile from the church, the eight-story
Towers dwarfs a pocket-sized shopping center on one
side and a lilliputian commuter station on the other.
For people with limited incomes, it has 173 one-
bedroom and efficiency apartments. Rents range from
$138 to $170 per month, “two-thirds less than they'd
pay for comparable apartments elsewhere,” observes the
Rev. William W. Powell, the Disciples of Christ
minister to the elderly and residential manager of the
Towers. Like all HUD-financed housing, it accepts in-
dividuals of all religions and races.

“We operate on little profit margin,” Powell says.
Residents volunteer to mow lawns, run the coffee shop
and reception desk and do maintenance tasks. Two
women, both over 80, tend the flower beds. A tenant
organization plans events like card games and sight-
seeing/shopping jaunts. Such participation boosts the
residents’ pride in the building, Powell thinks.

A tall, affable Southerner, he believes church-related
residences for the elderly carry a stamp of their own.
“The church cares about people,” he says. “When we
had to raise rents, the congregation budgeted funds to
subsidize tenants who couldn’t meet the increase.”

While the staff reaches out to help people, it also

5



Magill: :
‘In a church this
size, you have to
give membersa
sense of community

Jean Powell, right, administrative assistant at Gloria Dei Towers,
describes apartment house for prospective resident

works toward making members feel they belong. Janet
Richards, director of volunteers, states it this way,
“People come into Gloria Dei, get swallowed in the
numbers and fall out the back door. I want to help so
that doesn't happen.”

Richards scouts out useful jobs around the church.
As a result, on any working day one might come upon
volunteers editing, filing, handling records,
mimeographing or typing.

She sees that individuals get training, tools, a good
place to work and supervision. “People want to
contribute to the church,” she says, “but not in the old
"Goody Two Shoes™ way. They want meaningful jobs in
line with their skills and abilities.”

Another staff member who emphasizes belonging is
Dr. John Magill, administrative coordinator. “In a
church this size, you have to give members a sense of
community,” he contends. The United Presbyterian
Church clergyman attempts it through adult education.

Working with a committee, Magill tries different
programs and formats. “It's odd,” he says, “but the
format that works best is one where food is served ™

A Sunday sandwich supper, for instance. preceded a
discussion of various denominations’ beliefs. For ten
weeks it attracted between 85 and 125 people. In
contrast, a rabbi who talked about major Old Testa-
ment prophets drew a small but consistent audience.
“No food was served,” Magill recalls.

An annual lecture and cultural series, sponsored by
the congregation’s adult committee, unites community
and church members. Yearly Lenten dinner/study
sessions focus on topics like the Gospels, church
colleges and world mission.

Magill also supervises Fifty Plussers, an organization

for people over 50. Recently, when its membership of
more than 300 outgrew facilities at the church, Fi
Plussers split into two groups

A program for teenagers mixes recreation, religioys
education, and service and worship opportunities
Recently the youth renovated and moved into a ney
home, a one-story building on 2.8 acres located ACTO8;
from the church. Young people need a place of thej
own in which to meet and relax, many members agree,

Without question, Schmidt, 46, is the power be
hind the staff. His day typically begins at 7:30 a.m. ang
often ends with counseling sessions at midnight, A
blond man with the swift stride of an athlete, he comes
across as a friendly, easy-to-meet guy next door. He
knows how to listen, psychologist Barber observes. “[
staff meetings Ernie lets us give ideas and input. Our
weekly meetings are amazingly democratic for a group
chaired by a German Lutheran!”

Fresh out of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia in 1956, Schmidt started Gloria Dei as 2
mission congregation. He has developed a clear sense of
his own priorities for Gloria Dei. “All programs,” he
says, “stem from the preaching ministry. Preaching is

: hr
Director of volunteers Janet Richards, right, teaches Helen Woe
how to run tape duplicating machine

the key. You have to get people into church first. Then
you come along with programs. :

“We don't run old patterns of programs that -“ijr;
dead 20 years ago,” Schmidt declares. “You cant -
that. We've got a flexible, mobile society. People #2
new things!” s

Those objectives recently moved the congregd dio
toward a new way of reaching out — a television, ‘rjathe
ministry. They raised a $250,000 loan collateral an -
Sunday after last Easter launched a 13-week TV ]sc_ !1‘
on three channels — in Philadelphia; Durham/ Rg‘filc%n'
North Carolina, and Tucson, Arizona. In add:tion-
three radio stations broadcast Schmidt’s sermons. i

Summing up the congregation’s total nghm
Schmidt says, “We've got every base louc‘hﬁd %
Some programs need beefing up. Others ne¢ .
reorganized. But we've got a ministry for every 26
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By Omar Stuenkel

Wisdom

In some Lutheran confirmation
iervices young Christians kneel at the
itar as the pastor places a hand on
them individually and pronounces a
tlessing. That blessing voices a prayer
‘ar the Holy Spirit’s gifts. Prominent
imong gifts sought is wisdom.
Old Testament writings refer to
godly wisdom,” that is, wisdom
which is not shrewdness or great
karning, but perceptive reliance on
God coupled with inner peace and
tre for people. Aspects of this godly
¥sdom are indicated in David’s psalm
o penitence, Psalm 51, when he says,
Sincerity and truth are what you re-
fuire; fill my mind with your
wisdom,"”
New Testament statements
"equently contrast the inadequacy of
‘Mman wisdom with godly wisdom. In
! Corinthians 2:13, for example, Paul
s he does not bring his message of
Hace on the basis of human wisdom.
* contrasts human wisdom with
what the Spirit gives and says, “We
e not received this world’s spirit;
i”“l?ad, we have received the Spirit
tE”' by God, so that we may know all
it Cod has given us.”
w:gfhaps the best description of the
5wl?m the Spirit gives is in Galatians
€re the fruits of the Spirit are

TOBER 19. 1977

listed. We might say godly wisdom
rests in knowing the value of the
quallities enumerated there and in
having the capacity and desire to
show them in our lives. Therefore,
godly wisdom shows love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, humility and self-control.

Often wisdom offers counsel or
hope to the uncertain, confused or
despairing. Paul distinguishes between
wisdom and knowledge when, in 1
Corinthians 12:8, he says, “The Spirit
gives one person a message full of
wisdom, while to another person the
same Spirit gives a message full of
knowledge.”

In a gathering where sorrow
prevails, such as a funeral home, a
family member or friend may show
this spiritual gift of wisdom by kindly
and effectively directing thoughts of
comfort and hope to the bereaved.

Likewise, in a debate about church
organization or policy, when many
proposals seem good but not ideal,
someone may be guided by the Spirit
to suggest something that restores
everyone to the real question—
namely, the glory of God and the
good of people—in what s
recognized as the voice of wisdom.,

Questions arising in daily life con-

Wisdom is perceptive
reliance on God,
coupled with

Inner peace

and care for pcople

cerning interpersonal relationships.
work or home duties, the call for in-
tegrity amid temptation, or the resolu-
tion of strained feelings are often
helped when one who has the Spirit’s
gift of wisdom offers counsel.

In order to realize what words of
wisdom really are, one needs only to
read Jesus’ parables or examine his
replies when difficult questions are
addressed to him. Small wonder that
people called him a teacher sent from

God and said, “Nobody has ever
talked the way this man does.”

A characteristic of Jesus’ words of
wisdom is seen when he changes
questions from mere academic re-
ligious problems to queries which
compel confrontation with one’s own
weakness and hope. Asked “Who is
my neighbor?” he gives a parabolic
reply that makes hearers ask
themselves, “To whom am | neigh-
borly in a spirit of love and care?”

Similarly, when Jesus’ opponents
criticize him for eating with people
considered public scoundrels, he tells
them three parables (Luke 15) which
show God's joy over acknowledged
sinners who repent. The word of
wisdom Jesus gives clearly tells his op-
ponents that it would be wiser for
them to seek the lost and sinning in
order to restore them to God rather
than to condemn and draw away from
the sinner.

Our society generally needs words
of godly wisdom. Too often, those
who could offer such counsel
withdraw from helping shape state
laws, school policies or patterns for
the community. Such withdrawal is
partially due to personal weakness or
self-indulgence, but it results also be-
cause some who profess faith in God
do not rally to support the word of
godly wisdom, preferring, instead,
worldly wisdom that offers a tempo-
rary personal advantage. Not only
should the person who has the gift of
wisdom exercise it, but others who
recognize this gift as word from God
should support and endorse it. In that
way, too, Christians can be the salt of
the earth.

As with all other spiritual gifts, the
spirit of wisdom must be tested to see
whether it is of God. A good biblical
study to see how human and godly
wisdom collide can be drawn from
the Old Testament book of Job.

God asks King Solomon, succeeding
his father David to the throne, “What
would you like me to give you?”
Solomon’s answer is given in the first
chapter of 2 Chronicles. He asks for
wisdom and knowledge, and God
says, ‘‘You have made the right
choice.”

We do well to seek the Spirit's gift
of wisdom.

Read: Ephesians 5 and Proverbs 8

Next: The gift of exhortation




AUGSBURG, GERMANY:
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Augsburg and environs has nearly 300,000 popultation

Worshipers enter St. Anna’s Church through side door

i

By Edgar R. Treder

Highwav 17 cuts a four-lane swath as it
enters the city of Augsburg in southeastern
Germany. The Roman troops who camped there
centuries ago would be surprised by the gas
stations, bicycle paths and gray and green
stucco houses along the road.

Cars slow their speed as the pavement
narrows and turns to cobblestone along the
Maximillianstrasse in Augsburg’s older section.
Suddenly history appears from nearly every
corner of this city which in 1530 gave its
name to the basic confessional document of
the Lutheran church, the Augsburg Confession.
Lutherans in Austria, Poland, Czechoslovaki2
and other European countries are known 3s
members of the Church of the Augsburg Confes-
sion. Qur own former Augustana Church took
its name from there too.

Augsburg was an important trade route when
Charles V called the princes and theologians
together for the religious and political ,s'eHIE-
ment. Unfortunately, the “Golden Hall” where
the confession was first read burned before
World War Il and the historic spot is now fille
only with sidewalk cafes.

But a few streets away (around the corn
from a McDonald’s) is St. Anna's Lutheran
An open area opposite the church is name
Martin Luther Platz, but the only indlca“""h "
is a sign halfway up a corner building. Furt e‘w
more, the entrance to St. Anna’s is tucked aWd
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Interior has been restored after war
damages, including alfar from 1508
Some 35 paintings dating from 1500 to
1700 hang in sanctuary. Stained-glass
windows have not been replaced
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Worshipers sing during
Sunday morning service
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in a small alley marked by a marble plaque which
commemorates Martin Luther’s stay there from
October 7 to 21, 1518, when he defended his
writings before the papal legate Cajetan.

just inside the entrance is the Carmelite
monastery where Luther lived, with the window
of his second-story cell overlooking a court-
yard named “Lutherhofle” or “Luther yard.”

The monastery now houses church offices.

Further on is the church, parts of which
were built in 1487. But one can only imagine
its appearance during the sixteenth century when
the church fluctuated between
Roman Catholic and Protestant, depending upon
the area’s rulers. In 1525 the first public
Protestant communion was held there but by
1547 St. Anna’s was Roman Catholic again. It
was not permanently Protestant until 1632 when
Swedish King Gustavus Adolphus took over the
area. (Augsburg is now 70 percent Catholic.)

The altar and ceiling of St. Anna’s were
badly burned during World War I but have been
restored. Tall columns and a vaulted ceiling
meet the eye, along with a wooden center pulpit
carved in 1682, and pew backs that swing back
and forth to face either the altar or the
pulpit. At the far end of the nave is an original
Lucas Cranach painting of Luther.

The Sunday service matched $t. Anna's cathe-
dral-like surroundings. Some 130 worshipers
entered while a symphony of bells announced the
9:30 a.m. service. Most of the worshipers
were middleaged and older, with the women wearing
hats. The liturgy was chanted, the sermon lasted
25 minutes and the hymns were sung quietly. In
an hour and ten minutes, the service was over.

it had all been dignified and impressive—

1977 worship in a Reformation-era church in a
city named for the emperor who ruled Rome when
Jesus was born. m

i .
T weomw
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1331 AT
33, 2

Small second-story
window in corner marks
Luther's room

Above, plague noting Luther's visil
Left, cafes occupy spot where Augs
burg Confession was signed. In back-
ground is present city hall which was
built in 1615
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Lenier Gallardo, a refugee from
Castro’s Cuba, is organizing a
Spanish-speaking Lutheran
congregation in Miami

By CarL T. UEHLING

Wf you want to fly to Latin America, chances are
ypu‘!l leave the United States by way of Miami. “This
c1ty_,’ says f_’astor Lenier Gallardo, “is the gateway to
Latin America, which is why it is of such great im-
portance to the church.”

Gallardo is developing a new congregation for the
Lutheran Church in America among Miami's Hispanic
people. He reports that tourists from Brazil and Ar-
gentina are filling the city’s beaches, and that numerous
Latin American periodicals are actually printed in
Miami. Half of the population is Hispanic, and Dade
County is probably the only legally bilingual county in
the United States.

All traffic signs are in both English and Spanish.
Legal documents must be executed in both languages.
The Miami Herald prints a Spanish language edition
and smart advertisers paint their billboard slogans in
Spanish. For every Anglo, or English-speaking person
who moves into Miami, there are 26 Hispanics who
move in. It is possible that the day might come when,
practically speaking, all of the city’s population will be
Hispanic.

And 80 percent of the Hispanics are Cubans, like
Gallardo, a short, intense man in his late thirties. And
like Gallardo, most of the Cubans consider themselves
to be not immigrants, but refugees from communism.

In Cuba Gallardo had been an ordained Presbyterian
minister and youth director for the Cuban Council of
Churches. He left the country because of pressure from
the authorities. “They tried many times,” he remembers,
“to find something in my home or in my church that
was illegal, but they never did.” He was sent to a
concentration camp housing 30,000 people even though
no charges had been made against him. “They simply
wanted to change the way we were thinking.” After six
months he was released from the camp with the under-
standing that he would leave the country.

He settled in the New York City area and started
teaching school. Many Cuban refugees were then locat-
ing in northern New Jersey towns along the Hudson
River and Lutheran churches were looking for ways to
minister to the new arrivals. Soon Gallardo was
“loaned” by the Presbyterians to the Lutherans. Before
long he became a Lutheran, serving as Hispanic pastor

11

Gallardo, above, s widely
known throughout Miami area

I because of radic and TV ap-
Pearances. Monument, right,
‘emmemorates ill-fated Bay of
Pigs invasion of Cuba
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in Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Wechawken.
When the English-speaking pastor accepted another call
a few years later, Gallardo was named pastor of the
church. He ministered in both English and Spanish.

Meanwhile Miami was emerging as the chiefl center
for Cuban refugees in the states. The newcomers took
over the city’s slums and transformed them into model
neighborhoods. Cuban tradition and culture blossomed.
One section of the city became known as “Lm]_e
Havana.” Some of Gallardo’s own parishioners mi-
grated south, then wrote back to _lhe pastor asking him
to join them and start a congregation.

Their interest matched the interest of the LCA's Di-
vision for Mission in North America. The LCA is far
removed from the day when most of its members were
of Scandinavian or Teutonic stock. Now 37 congrega-
tions conduct services in Spanish, including 24 on
Puerto Rico. In Miami St. Peter’s Church suddenly
found itself in the heart of a Cuban area, so DMNA
made it possible for the congregation to add a Spanish-
speaking pastor to its staff.

Why minister to Hispanics? Aren't they Roman
Catholics?

A majority of Hispanics is at least nominally Roman
Catholic. But Hispanics are as diverse as any other
people, with varied emotional and religious needs.
Shouldn’t they be able to find a faith that matches their
devotion?

Moreover, the fact is that many are not active in
church life, yet desire to be Christians. Artie Mesones,
for example, is now an insurance agent in Miami after
having lived in his native Peru and in Puerto Rico.
where he met his wife. “1 was a Catholic,” he Says.
“Most Spanish-speaking people think that the only
good church is the Catholic church. But there are many
similarities between the Catholic church and the Lu-
theran church, and I could never accept the idea of
private confession. That was the main reason why | be-
came a Protestant.”

His wife, on the other hand, was raised as a Pente-
costal, “but she didn't like that because it was too emo-
tional.” Mesones has served on the councils of three
different Lutheran churches, and now is on the steering
committee for the congregation Gallardo is organizing.

Wi[h the support of DMNA, Gallardo, his wife and
two children moved to Miami in the spring of last year.
They bought a small home where Eva has been making
good use of the skills she learned at the New York
School of Interior Design. Gallardo began calling on
prospective members.

He started with the people who had preceded him
south from New Jersey. like the Capiro family. The
father worked for a bank in Cuba for I8 years. When
the regime discovered that he had an interest jn coming
to the United States they sent him to work on a farm.
Finally the family was able to leave. In Weehawken
they became active members of Good Shepherd
Church. Mayra, 19, was president of the youth group.

Now in Miami, Carmen, 22, is a bilingual operator
for the phone company. Her father is again a banker,
and serves the congregation as its treasurer. “A lot of
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people in Florida,” Carmen says, *“are searching for
help and for the word of God.” She speaks of her g
small congregation with obvious enthusiasm, describing
last year’s Christmas pageant (the Presbyterian church
loaned the group its costumes) and the Easter dinner
when everyone brought a covered dish. “We're Jike ,
big family,” she says, “with evervone sharing together,”

That big family now numbers over 50 and Gallardy
has a prospective-member file of more than a hundreg
names. The area where the congregation will be located
is growing, with new homes selling for $50,000 and up
Not far away from Messiah Lutheran Church, wher
the congregation has been worshiping until it has
quarters of its own, is the modern campus of Florida
International University.

Gallardo, moreover, has had unusual success in gain-
g access to radio and television time and this has
made him widely known. “I've already been introduced

This article is about a ministry that is being
conducted because of you. Much more could
be done to begin mission congregations if funds
were available. The Strength for Mission pro-
gram will give members of the Lutheran
Church in America an opportunity to meet
this and other needs.

in two meetings of Cuban people,” he smiles, “as their
radio and television preacher, as if [ were a celebrity.”

A Good Friday television program was a highlight.
The choir from St. Peter’s sang, choosing two anthems
n Latin because they couldn’t sing anything in Spanish.
Another Miami congregation, Christ the King, pro-
vided money for the broadcasting effort, enabling
Gallardo to buy advertising in Hispanic newspapers
and to print thousands of flyers. “We reached a great
many people,” he says, “because Good Friday is a holi-
day for Hispanic people and they were all at home.
Hundreds took the time to send cards or letters, and
some who wrote are potential members for the con-
gregation.

Many of Gallardo’s radio shows are broadcast over
WQBA, the most powerful of the half-dozen Spanish
language stations in Miami. Among the many who
have heard him in his native Cuba, and have writien 10
him about it, is his own mother.

Castro and the Communists are still subjects_of hot
debates among the refugees, and periodically violenct
punctuates the arguments. But, Gallardo says, “1 never
mention Castro or the revolution. That’s not my func
tion here. My function is to be a pastor, to P‘ff_af-'h the
word of God.” Now a naturalized American citizen. he
does not plan to return to Cuba. “But 1 would like ©
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go back and visit,” he says, “if Castro would be gone.”

According to Gallardo, “Hispanic people listen to the
radio all day long, so we need to increase our efforts to
broadcast to them. This was true in New York and it's
true in Miami.” Artie Mesones first heard Gallardo
over the radio, and came to the next Sunday’s service.

The mission Gallardo is organizing is like almost any
other congregation sponsored by the LCA. The pastor/
developer’s salary and expenses are paid by the Divi-
sion for Mission in North America. A DMNA staff
member counsels with the group as it begins to form,
guides it as it sets policies, helps it obtain property and
leads it toward formal organization. In some special
cases funds from the Designated Advanced Giving
program are also used. When a New Jersey couple
moved to Florida a few years ago they had extra
money left from the sale of their property, so they
designated a gift of $5,000 for the start of the Spanish-
speaking ministry in Miami.

Dr. W. Baxter Weant is the DMNA staff member
responsible for Florida missions. When he met with
Gallardo’s group he told them, “This mission is like a
child. It will develop many of its characteristics in its
first five years. So it's important that we get off on the
right foot.

“This is especially true,” he continued, “because this
is our first attempt to develop a Hispanic mission in
Dade County. This is a first for you and a first for us!
You will have the opportunity to make history.

“But as with a child, many decisions are made
without the child’s consent ... being born, the choice of
parents, where the child will live. We have already
made some important decisions on your part. You had
nothing to say about our decision to organize a
Spanish-speaking congregation in this area of Miami.
You had no choice with regard to Pastor Gallardo.
However, later on you may decide to call him as your
pastor,™

Weant continued by outlining the responsibilities of
the DMNA, which he called “a helping agency for con-
gregations.” He used his hands to illustrate the present
ability of the group, holding his right hand at a very

Mayra ang Carmen Capiro will be members of the congregation

0CTOBER 19, 1977

. v R T ———

Dr. Baxter Weant, right, illustrates present ability of the group in
comparison to its greater needs

low level. To illustrate its present needs, his left hand
was raised high. “We will try to close that gap,” he
said. “And as you become stronger you will fill in that
gap yourselves.”

The meeting continued for several hours. Weant
explained the importance of benevolences, suggesting
that even though their funds were meager they start
sending 25 percent of their offerings to benevolences,
“getting started on the right foot.” “What if we cant”"
they wondered. “Then send something,” he answered.
“Try to build up to the 25 percent.” “When we give to
benevolences,” Gallardo added, “the money will return
to the church many times. It's an investment.” He
pointed out that his own ministry in Miami was made
possible by the benevolence giving of people
throughout the LCA.

Since that night the steering committee has met
frequently with Baxter Weant and other denomina-
tional officials. A few weeks ago their urgent need for
their own church building was met when DMNA made
possible the purchase of the building of a church that is
relocating. The future of Hispanic Lutheran work in
Miami seems bright.

But what of the long-term future? What of the time
when the grandchildren of the Spanish-speaking people
of today can hardly remember the language, when they
want to be like everyone else in melting pot America?

Gallardo thinks that Cuban nationalism will delay
this kind of integration into American life. “We are
American citizens,” he says, “but we are also proud
that we were forced to come here because of the
political situation. We're not ready to become com-
pletely assimilated by the American way of life. Cubans
love this country and they are ready to fight for this
country at any time. But we want to preserve our
Cuban heritage.

“The Cubans came and rebuilt Miami, improved the
slums. We are making a contribution to the mosaic qf
America. We now have here everything that we had in
Cuba, our theaters, our restaurants, our music, our
churches. We are making our contribution to the

American scene by keeping our culture.”
And the LCA is gaining from that contribution too! s
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The man sat in the chair across from me, his head
bent, his eyes on his hands. After a moment or two of
silence he lifted his head and spoke slowly.

“l can’t understand it. I have known these people
for most of the time since Beth and 1 were married. 1
thought they were my friends as well as her friends.
Now that we are separating, it is as if I had leprosy.
Hardly a one has phoned to see how I am. If I meet
them on the street, they pass with a quick hello as if
they could not get out of sight fast enough.”

His eyes went back to his hands, his suffering evi-
dent on his face.

As I watched him, I thought of the woman who had
sat in that chair earlier in the week, her hands
clenched in anger as she tried to make some sense out
of what was happening to her. Finally she burst out.

“I can understand the ones who think Harry is a
little white lamb and I am a vicious bitch who made
his life miserable. They are taking his side and sup-
porting him. I have a few on my side, too. But what
I can’t understand is all the people who simply fade
away, as if I were suddenly mvisible. Why, do you

ho go through

divorce i
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By MaRrY Newsox

know, there i1s one woman | traded baby-sitting with
for years. She hasn’t done so much as phone to see if
I am still alive. I can hardly believe it!”

Sadly enough, 1 could believe it, for I know how often
it happens. 1 am a professional counselor, and over |
the years 1 have listened to an increasing number of |
men and women who were terminating their mar-
riages, some of them after a long period of years.
Listening to them gave me some appreciation of their
needs. And then, after a long period of struggling with
my own marriage, | became one of them and dis
covered how it felt to sit where they had sat. I joined
the many who had told me they _were astonished,
saddened and angered to find that suddenly they had |
become outcasts, and 1 shared these feelings.

As we have tried to deal with this situation, it has
appeared to many of us that it arises more from the
fact that our friends do not know how to act than
from malice or disapproval. When a marriage is ended |
by death, there is a set of rituals to comfort the sur-
vivor. Friends and neighbors know how they are ex-
pected to behave. This is not true in the case of sep- |
aration and divorce. '

Yet thousands of marriages are being ended this
way today. People seem no longer willing to continue
in silent desperation for the sake of appearances,
and the changes in social and economic climate mean
they don’t have to.

If there were ever a time in our lives when we needed
the help of our friends, this is the time. Yet this is the
time when so many of those we thought of as friends |
withdraw from the situation. They do not want to gt
involved. And since involvement has to be a keystone
of the Christian life, I would like to offer the follou'lng
guidelines from both my professional and my persond
experience of what has and has not been helpful at the
time of separation. Some, you will recognize, apply
to other personal tragedies as well. Others are peculiar
to our situation.

Invite me to talk. [f you are sorry to hear that I am
separating, please say so. Then invite me to tell yoU
about how I am feeling if I am ready to do so. Pleast
don’t ask me a lot of questions. If you do, I am goI"

to have trouble deciding whether you want to satisfy
g

An Interchurch Feature originally published in the April 19'_1'7 lssu:
of the United Church of Canada Observer and reprinted with Pca]
mission. “Mary Nelson™ is the pseudonym of a Toronto profession
counselor.

THE LUTHERAN



your OWn curios@ty. Don't let my often-cheerful face
fool you—there is a lot of pain underneath. Let me
know you are aware of it and say something like,
“You must be very unhappy right now. Would you like
to talk about 1t7" I will appreciate your willingness to
listen and, even if I am not prepared to talk at that
moment, I may sometime later.

Listen. I am probably going through the most dif-
ficult experience of my life. 1 will need to unburden
myself in order to come to terms with what has hap-
pened to me. You may hear the same story over and
over again, but if 1 keep telling it, I need to keep tell-
ing it. I will be struggling with strong feelings of grief,
anger and frequently, guilt. Have patience.

Don't give advice. You are not I. You cannot get
mside my skin. You can only see the scene from inside
your own head. You can never know exactly what I
am feeling. I am the only one who can make the
decision that is right for me.

Give information. | may need to know that Mr.
Brown is a good family lawyer. I may need to know
about the availability of professional counseling. Offer
the information and let me decide how to use it.

Let me know you care. Most of us find it difficult to
come right out and say, “I love you and am very con-
cerned for your happiness.” If you cannot say the
words, you can show it in the way you act. Keep in
touch, even if the first move always has to come from
you. A phone call now and then just to say, “l won-
| dered how you were getting on,” can do wonders for
my morale. 1 may be thinking that, if | am unaccept-
able to my spouse, 1 likely am unacceptable to every-
one else.

Don’t take sides. A wise person once said, “The
only people who know what goes on in a marriage are
the husband and wife —and each of them only knows
halfl” You have no way of knowing what happened
between us. What seems obvious to you might be looked
i in quite another light if you had more information.
Don't let yourself be pressured by my need for justifi-
cation. Simply keep assuring me that you think you
understand how it was from my point of view, and that
You are aware of my unhappiness and pain.

Include me. Having come to the point where 1 am
10 longer part of a pair, I must restructure my social
lfe. Ask me to dinner or for the evening, both alone
and when 1 will be part of a group. Give me a chance
0 try my social wings gently, without the accustomed
presence of my partner. And especially, include me if
l_am an older separated woman who does not work out-
ude the home. My days may no longer include any
‘ntact at all with a man, other than the clerk who
Weighs the fruit in the supermarket. It is a shock to be
fUt suddenly to contacts with only my own sex.

Support me. If you have enjoyed the friendship of
both husband and wife, continue to support us both and
mpletely refrain from reporting what each has said
bout the other. This may seem obvious, but it may be
more difficult than you think.

ost of all, if 1 am a fellow church member, 1 will
feed at this time a sense of the community of the church.
fitourage me to continue my contacts there so that
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my Christian roots will not be endangered at the
same time as my marital roots are torn up. Also en-
courage your other friends in the church to make me
feel wanted.

And lastly, if you are my minister, I will need you
now more than ever. If that statement seems un-
necessary, | can assure you that it is not. I hope my
own experience is rare but, from the time a year ago
that I told my minister that my husband and I were
separating, I have had no contact with him other than
a brief greeting at an official function. I do know of
ministers who have been extremely helpful to both
members of a separating couple. I wish that were
always the case.

Perhaps my minister expected me to come to him for
help. It is difficult for me to ask when I am hurting.
I am more inclined to crawl away alone to lick my
wounds. If you sense that 1 feel like this, offer help.
Even if 1 am unwilling or unable to accept it, I will
always remember your warmth in my heart and it
will make me stronger.

I think of a young man, not yet 20, from a different
religious faith, and with whom 1 had only a shight
acquaintance. When I told him I was separating, he
replied, “I hope you will consider me part of your
support system. If you want someone to walk down the
street with, or someone to hold you while you cry, I
hope you will call me.” 1 will never for_gel him! :

Separating, for whatever cause, Is a wrenchingly
painful experience. Both as a friend and as a church
member, you can help me to realize that I am not alone
and enable me to forgive and to receive forgiveness—
to forgive my spouse, and to forgive myself for my
transgressions as I accept the love of God through the
love of those around me. =

15




LCA Executive Council approves
publication of new worship book

LUTHERANS IN NORTH AMERICA will have a new hymnal and service book
in the near future. Publication of the Lutheran Book of Worship was
assured last month when the Executive Council of the Lutheran Church in
America gave it final approval. Similar action had previously been taken by

The American Lutheran Church.

Bringing to a close a 13-year period of preparation, th_e Executive
Council acted to approve publication of the book as “an authorized body qf
hymnic and liturgical material” and to commend it to congregations. Deci-
sions about the date of publication, price of the book and similar matters

were to have been made at a meetin

on Oct. 7.

On the final vote of approval, only
three hands in the 33-member Executive
Council were raised in opposition. The
resolution stated “that the Executive
Council approve the Lutheran Book of
Worship (pew edition) as an authorized
body of hymnic and liturgical material
and commend the Lurheran Book of
Worship to member congregations for
use as an enriching addition to the wor-
ship traditions of the Lutheran Church
in America.” The wording of the resolu-
tion avoided making the new publication
“official” and thereby requiring its use,
but it is expected to be the version used
at assemblies, conventions and synod
meetings.

Efforts to make the resolution read
“the recommended” or “the authorized™
body of worship material were soundly
defeated. Council members, however,
voted 20-6 to strengthen the original
wording, which had called it “an appro-
priate body” of material, by using the
term “authorized.”

Questions were also raised about the
timing of the action, since the instruc-
tions of the 1976 LCA convention had
called for final action “by mid-1977" or
referral of the matter to the 1978
convention. The council members felt
that all testing and division approval
had been completed by midyear and that
this met the requirements of the conven-
tion action. A motion to defer a decision
until the 1978 convention was defeated
20-10.

Sull awaiting final approval is the
minister’s edition of the book, which will
contain additional occasional services.
The council asked the Inter-Lutheran
Commission on Worship to delete from
a special Good Friday service an ancient
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g of the church publishers at Chicago

chant known as the “Reproaches,” based
on Lamentations 1:12. Following the
lead of the ALC. the council asked that
these be eliminated “to avoid elements
that might arouse anti-Semitic feelings
of Lutheran worshipers.”

The council also requested President
Robert J. Marshall to propose to the
presidents of other Lutheran bodies that
an inter-Lutheran worship commission
continue to function to permit further
coordination of liturgical and worship
materials.

The new book grew out of a proposal
made by the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod in 1964. Although LC-
MS personnel participated fully in the
preparation of the book, the recent
Missouri Synod convention withheld ap-
proval pending further study. A special
“blue ribbon panel” in that church is
currently evaluating the book.

As 1t now stands, the Lutheran Book
of Worship will include 544 hymns,
three musical settings for the service of
Holy Communion, a Service of the
Word, order for confession, rites for
Holy Baptism and Affirmation of Bap-
tism (formerly called confirmation), mar-
nage and burial of the dead. There will
also be propers for Sundays and special
occasions, Psalms for liturgical use and
some other materials.

Convention theme chosen

Among major concerns of the Execu-
tive Council in addition to the decision
on the hymnal were plans for the 1978
church convention, the Strength for
Mission program, budget proposals and
long-range planning for churchwide
agencies.

Selected as the convention theme was

“God’s people in mission.” The sessions
will take place at Chicago's Conrad
Hilton Hotel July 12-]9, Convention
format will include open hearings on
major 1ssues, such as the fiscal proposal;
forums at which church agencies wil
describe their work and answer gues-
tions, and increased opportunities for Bi-
ble study. A special ecumenical evens
will probably be planned by the hos
synods for Sunday, July 16.
Adjustments to the 1978 church
budget were made to provide for deficits
that have been incurred in the Minjs-
tenal Health Benefit Plan because of
high hospital and medical costs. Plans
were also made to permit additional
work by some agencies if the church’s
Income continues to gain at a rate of
more than 4 percent. Income for the first
cight months of 1977 was reported by
Treasurer L. Milton Woods to be run-
mng about 5 percent ahead of 1976.

Lutheran-Catholic statement
to be completed in 1978

PARTICIPANTS IN A SERIES of dialogues
between Lutheran and Roman Cgtho[ic
theologians agreed at a meeting In
Columbia, S.C., last month to complete
a statement on the teaching authority of
the church early in 1978. Three drafts of
the statement have been studied apd a
fourth and possibly final draft will be
presented at the next dialogue, scheduled
for Feb. 15-19. Thorny questions about
papal infallibility have delayed the study,
which has been under way since 1974.

In their discussions, the theologans
have stressed recent developments which
have placed a new perspective 0.“
Roman Catholic doctrine. They have
emphasized the “indefectibility” of the
church, declaring that “the church is s0
protected and guided by the Holy Spirt!
that its faith in Christ remains authenlic
through the ages.” The group also er:‘
phasized the “clear affirmation of!l;
supreme authority of God's Wor
through the Gospel.” :

Thegsc items \i,fill be included in the
common statement. However, Roman
Catholics and Lutherans are prepariné
separate statements on papal mfalhbﬂ:)i-
An earlier document had proposed tha
Christian unity might be sought undef &
renewed papacy that is subject to the 3
thority of the Gospel. L

Theological conversations between o
therans and Roman Catholics 1D
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.S. have been held periodically since
1965. Sponsors are Lutheran World
Ministries, the U.S. arm of the Lutheran
World Federation, and the U.S. Catholic
pishops Committee for Ecumenical and
interreligious  Affairs. Cochairmen are
Dr. Paul C. Empie, retired general
secretary of LWM, and Auxiliary
Bishop Austin Murphy of Baltimore,

Other Lutherans participating in the
Columbia session were Dr, Joseph Bur-
gess and Dr. Eric Gritsch of Gettysburg
Seminary (LCA). Dr. Gerhard Forde
and Dr. Warren Quanbeck of Luther-
Northwestern Seminaries (ALC-LCA);
Dr. Karlfried Froehlich of Princeton
Seminary; Dr. Fred Kramer of Spring-

{ field, Il (LC-MS); Dr. John H.P. Reu-

mann of Philadelphia Seminary (LCA)
and Dr. William Rusch of the Lutheran
Council in the USA

Church seen as bridge
inimpersonal society

DEALING WITH THE bureaucracy of the
welfare state is a major American di-
kmma, Dr. Peter L. Berger told the Na-
uwonal Conference of Catholic Charities
st month. The Rutgers University so-
wologist, a Lutheran, said that modern
saciety has divided life into an imper-
sanal public sector and a private zone
fle cited the church as one of the four
wcial structures that can help bridge the
@p between public and private life.
Others named were the family, neigh-
borhoods and voluntary associations.
Only these four structures are capable
of helping individuals find meaning in
eir lives, Dr. Berger continued. He
talied for their strengthening in order to
loster respect for the rights of particular
froups and to advance society's
universal goals, such as adequate health
are, education and economic security.
The government and the large institu-
lons which control public affairs seem
'0 become more impersonal, the speaker
c]almcd. He saw no alternative, however,
© big government and “welfare state”
fograms with their increasing imper-
sona) bureaucracy. The idea advanced
Y Some conservatives that we can ma-
knally reduce the role of government in
Wcial welfare and return such programs
private charities is “utopian,” he com-
"nted. He also discounted the “leftist”
"W that individuals are better off in a
Weialist society. “Bureaucracy is not bet-
BT in socialist countries. It is worse,” he
leclareq
1ls\;:”e- the government must continue
!hou[(;mnam- role in welfare programs, it
&g take Initiatives to help the family,
taryc urch, neighborhoods and volun-
m ssociations “weave a new fabric of
ioing between public and private
6" Berger said.
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Uganda bans all but 3
Christian churches

THE UGanpan GOVERNMENT of
President Idi Amin last month ousted all
but three Christian churches from the
country. Only the Church of Uganda
(Anglican), the Roman Catholic Church
and the Ugandan Orthodox Church
remain legal, along with Islam. Amin is
Muslim.

Among the 27 church groups banned
were the Seventh-day Adventists, the
Salvation Army, the Ugandan Baptist
Mission and the Propagation of Ju-
daism. After an appeal from the An-
glican archbishop of Uganda, Amin
agreed to meet with representatives from
the first three groups “to discuss their
cases.”

The Ministry of Internal Affairs said
the churches were ousted because their
activities are “not conducive to the se-
curity, peace and welfare of Uganda.”
On Radio Uganda, Amin was reported
as saying that they “were working for
the CIA™ In 1975, Amin banned a
Muslim sect because it was “political”
and brought “confusion” to Islam,

Officials of the Southern Baptist
Church in Richmond, Va., said that
some 130 Baptist churches in Uganda,
including 76 directly related to their de-
nomination, are affected by the ban.

A spokesman for the All Africa
Conference of Churches said he was
“not surprised” at the ban. “President
Amin feels threatened by the church as a
whole because it is the only organization
in the country that can provide formida-
ble opposition to him,” he said. In
Nairobi, Anglican missionary David
Barrett said that Amin “would like to
get at the Roman Catholics as well, but
as they are 30 percent of the population
the idea of banning them is ridiculous.”

Accounting is sought
for evangelists’ funds

AUTHORITIES IN THREE STATES have
asked prominent evangelical groups
which solicit donations from the public
to provide information about their assets
and the disbursement of their funds.
North Carolina’s Department of Human
Resources demanded a report from
PTL, a television ministry with the Rev
Jim Bakker as its host. Minnesota’s Se-
curities Commission requested similar
information from the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, which is head-
quartered at Minneapolis, while in
Massachusetts the state attorney general
reported on an investigation of Sun
Myung Moon's church. ’

Formerly known as “Praise the Lord“
but now calling itself “People that love,
PTL conducts fundamentalist talk shows

AL

PASTORS AND LAYMEN in Spanish-
Speaking ministries met in New York last
month with representatives of |CA agen-
cies. Top photo shows Pastor Earl Town-
send, Weehawken, N.J.; Dr Massie Ken-
nard of DMNA, sponsor of the conference;
Pastor John Kidd, Allentown, Pa.; and Lud-
wig Martinez, San Antonio. Below, partici-
pants from Dailas, Brooklyn, Los Angeles,
Washington and Miami listen to speaker
The group selected a task force to respond
to President Carter's proposal about un-
documented aliens, asked the LCA to cre-
ate an office to deal with the Lutheran
Image in communities that have large num-
bers of immigrants, and pursued develop-
ment of a prayer book in Spanish

on TV stations. It solicits contributions
to pay for the shows and recently an-
nounced plans to build a $50 million to
$100 million complex on a tract near
Charlotte, N.C., with the money to be
raised through television appeals. The
complex was to include a university,
retirement village and a high-rise hotel.
Responding to the demand, PTL
reported that its TV ministry had
received donations of $8,305,000 in the
period from Jan. 1 to May 31, 1977. It
reported its net worth as 53.534,_399.
Robert Manzano, PTL public relations
director, said the figures were released
“to take the lead in accountability to _lhe
public. To my knowledge we are the f‘l‘rst
major religious organization to do so.
The Minnesota investigation of the

17




T

Graham orgamization’s finances came
after a report that it had an undisclosed
fund of $23 million, offered gift annui-
ties and participated in a pooled income
fund.

Graham defends secrecy

Graham said last month that the
multimillion dollar fund was accumu-
lated to provide disaster assistance
abroad and that some of it might be
used to help build two large religious
centers. These are a projected $15-
million Billy Graham Center at
Wheaton, Ill., and a center for the laity
on a 1,200-acre tract owned by the asso-
ciation at Asheville, N.C. The evangelist
added that the fund had not previously
been disclosed because contributors
might suspect that the organization did
not need money and because disclosure
could lead to a flood of requests for
donations.

Unaudited figures released by the Billy
Graham Association show that it spent
$26 million 1n 1975, of which $23 million
was provided by two million contribu-
tors.

Possible violations of state law were
turned up by a two-year investigation of
Moon's Unification Church in Massa-
chusetts, according to the Boston Globe.
The paper said probers found inaccurate
or incomplete records. The church
reported raising $1.2 million in Massa-
chusetts during 1975-76 by collecting
funds at street corners, parking lots and
other public places. Most of this was
sent to the church’s headquarters in New
York. The church was also reported to
have business interests in the sale of
ginseng tea, a tuna fishing operation and
distribution of its newspaper.

Church leaders ‘vague’
about spiritual trends

RELIGIOUS LEADERS in the United
States are “alarmingly ill-informed”
about changing trends in religious com-
mitment and have “only a vague notion™
of where young people are headed
spiritually, according to pollster George
Gallup, Jr. Writing in U.S5. Catholic,
Gallup said there was a grave need for
“measurements on the level of spiritual
maturity.” He added that “we know
more about what breakfast foods people
like than we do about the spiritual
health of the American people.”

Gallup said that the extension of his
research work through establishment of
a religion research center at Princeton
would help provide “a realistic and so-
phisticated look at religion and how it is
changing "

While acknowledging declines in
churchgoing in the 1960s and carly
1970s. Gallup said there had been a
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PRESIDENT CARTER receives personalized copy of Good News Bible at White House
ceremony from American Bible Society Secretary Laton E. Holmgren (at left) At right is
Sen. Claiborne Pell (D., R.I ), honorary president of the society. Gift symbolized five-
millionth copy distributed since version was published in late 1976

resurgence of interest in religion among
young adults in recent years. Young
people are “remarkably religious
hungry for the mystical and
transcendent,” he said. They are at-
tracted by churches that emphasize the
spiritual over the structural, but are
turned off by those that seem to be “a
middle-class country club for the af-
fluent.”

Lutheran mission conference
cites interest in cooperation

SoME 175 PARTICIPANTS at an inter-
Lutheran “Mandate for Mission™
conference last month pledged their
“interest in collaboration and coopera-
tion” even though there is no immediate
prospect for “meaningful union™ among
their churches.

Speakers at the four-day gathering at
Overland Park, Kans.. included
President Robert J. Marshall and Dr
William H. Lazareth of the Lutheran
Church in America, President David W
Preus of The American Lutheran
Church and Dr. Jacob Preus, president
of the Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod. The meeting was coordinated by
the Lutheran Council in the USA. A
group of 14 women also made a
presentation and a number of Hispanics
read a statcment.

A series of “theses” were developed
for “serious consideration™ by mission
personnel. To emphasize that Lutheran
churches are “inclusive fellowships,” it
was stressed that ministries “to” various
groups should be replaced by ministries
“with” these groups. Cited specifically
were situations involving oppressed

minorities, women, the handicapped, sin-
gles and divorcees. The need for ma-
terials which use more inclusive language
was also noted

Another statement referred to the lack
of Lutheran umty. The Rev. Elwyn
Ewald, executive secretary of the
Association of Evangelical Lutheran
Churches (an LC-MS offshoot), said the
fact that “we have not been able ... to
find complete fellowship between our de-
nominations” 15 “a scandal and deters
our witness.” He was referring to the
LC-MS® “fellowship mn protest” with the
ALC. its nonfellowship with the LCA
and its selective participation in the ef-
forts of the LCUSA.

Other emphases were that the church
should make responsible use of media in
carrying out its mission, study “biofecd-
back and psychic phenomena and
engage in dialogue with proponents of
those views,” sponsor a consultation “on
the conflict between the cultural work
cthic and the Lutheran understanding of
work as vocation™ and that priority be
given to missions in “places whcrc.Lu-
theran presence is not now available.”

UCC, Disciples plan talks

EXPLORATORY TALKS about a possible
merger will be undertaken shortly by the
I.3-million member Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) and the 1.8-million
member United Church of Christ. Govern-
ing boards of both bodies have apprOVCF{"
resumption of merger discussions “‘h'L1
the two bodies and their predecessors have
held sporadically since 1912, i

Under the plan, there will be two years?
exploration after which formal negotids
tions will be conducted if both sides agree.
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kentuckians scoop coal
yith LCA assistance

gnorT CounTy. Ky —When the
reasing price of coal made it unaf-
{ardable for many families in this part of
{entucky, some citizens here wanted to
ane it themselves

Now, thanks in part to aid furnished
by the Lutheran Church in America, the
knott House Coal Co. is a going
woncern with mining rights to 200 acres

! and grossing about $1,500 a day, accord-

ing to Merle Boos, director of town and
quntry ministries for the LCA’s Divi-
sion for Mission in North America.

Mart Shepherd. 57. and disabled, had
e idea of forming a coal cooperative
with his neighbors. He had organized
e Knott County Citizens for Social
md Economic Justice in [973. The
dtizens group operates a farm and store
and gives assistance on problems relating
o Social Security, black lung disease,
sterans  benefits and paralegal prob-
:ms. Shepherd’s desire for a coal
woperative developed because coal was
fecoming “entirely out of the reach of
the homeowner,” he said, reaching $70 a
lon,

He formed the cooperative with hopes
il selling coal for about $14 a ton with
dstribution to approximately 100,000
wudents in Kentucky, southwest Vir-
gnia and castern Tennessee. Shepherd
upects the coal project will serve 1,000
fimilies this winter at $14 a ton.

The mine first opened last March but
td to close when it became too costly
ra daily operation. The project needed
imechanized scoop badly to provide for
more efficient and economical removal
il coal.

That's when the Rev. Carroll Wes-
inger, Appalachia consultant for
DMNA, brought the mine program to
l.h! attention of the division. Boos
Equcsteq emergency funds so the
“operative could buy a mechanical
“0p to speed operations. A $6,000
%:"LNA grant became the down payment
ma $45,000 scoop so the mine could

Pen in May. The sublease to the min-
‘ﬂ‘E tract allows the Knott citizens to
*_:”“nUe mining as long as they pay a 10
fent royalty to the owners.

‘-;r::agmuP employs fi_»e miners a_nd a
. anf on the day shift, Athree miners
e ?reman on the night shift, a

Shgﬂ and a bookkeeper.
ach;hgrd says he believes the lan_d will
il HnCh yield over a long period of
% 'm;'h()pes ‘the mine’s production
e, “;41‘]-" be increased. The coopera-
_mp‘mpol Cies stress there will be no
i Om‘”g Ot; fields and that the mine
inge F:“:;‘}C_ without profits to any
idds th-n Widual,” Shepherd says. He

at all miners are experienced and
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Kentucky miners look over coal scoop pur-
chased with help of LCA funding

operate the mine with “safety being the
highest priority, even above the need for

increased production.”
Lutherans also provided funds to help
the Knott citizens get their store started.
RoOSE-MARIE ARMSTRONG

Church’s 15-year dream
finally comes true

HeLLerTown, Pa.—St. Luke's Lu-
theran Church, a 249-vear-old congrega-
tion in Williams Township near here, al-
most dishanded three years ago. Atten-
dance was down and the congregation's
15-year dream of calling its first full-time
pastor appeared doomed because of fi-
nancial problems.

But the future is brighter now. The
Rev. Thomas Cvammen, a 1977
Philadelphia Seminary graduate, has be-
come the first full-time pastor at “Old
Williams Church.” That happened
largely because the church eliminated
much of its indebtedness two years ago.

Since its founding in 1728 the con-
gregation had either been part of a
charge of as many as three congrega-
tions or had been served by part-time
pastors. The present building dates from
1813.

The congregation decided 15 years ago
to call a full-time minister but felt new
Sunday school facilities would be needed
before a call could be extended. A build-
ing fund was started and by 1968 a new
$60,000 educational wing was completed.

In 1971, the congregation severed
parish ties with a neighboring Lutheran
congregation — another move thought
to be essential before a call could be
made to a full-time pastor. But then at-

tendance began to drop and in 1974
there was talk of disbanding. As one
member explained, “Most active
memb_ers felt that if the church were to
close it should only be after the Sunday
school addition was paid off. They
didn't want it said that we took on a job
we couldn't tackle.” During the tense pe-
riod that followed, the parishioner said,
nerves were “easily frayed with the
continuous projects we tried and the
same people doing things. But the effort
united us because we knew everyone was
needed.”

Under the guidance of Vice-Pastor
Conrad Weiser the congregation
mounted its first stewardship campaign
In years through every-member visits.
Dormant committees were restarted and
began to function. The revived program
encouraged a dramatic improvement in
giving as commercial moneymaking ef-
forts were deemphasized, the member
said. The congregation was able to pay
off the mortgage on its educational
wing.

In May the opportunity finally arrived
to call a pastor. The vote for Cvammen
was unanimous. ERIC SHAFER

Worship attendance up,
Marshall tells Nebraskans

OmaHA, NEB.—Sunday worship atten-
dance is noticeably higher in the Lu-
theran Church in America, much to the
delight of the LCA's president. “It is
gratifying to know people are going to
church again,” Dr. Robert J. Marshall
told an audience here last month. “On
an average Sunday,” he said, “30,000
more people are in LCA churches than
there were two years ago.”

He spoke in Kountze Memorial Lu-
theran Church at an LCA Foundation
dinner honoring Dr. Chester A. Myrom,
retiring foundation director and
secretary. The honoree, Marshall said, is
an “unassuming but very persuasive
person, who held that life without the
church would be incomplete.” And to
Myrom the church president com-
mented, “God has given you a full life
and retiring is not the end of your
ministry.” An organizer of the founda-
tion, Myrom has served with it since
1952. — ART JOHNSON

LSS thrift store destroyed

MINNEAPOLIS—The Econamy Store-
South. a clothing and appliances sales
center operated by the auxihiary and
chaplaincy auxiliary of the Lutheran
Social Service of Minnesota, was among
three businesses destroyed in a four-
alarm building fire last month. The
center leased space and was not covered
by insurance, LSS reported. All contents

were lost.
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Pungent
Prayers
This
delightful
collection of
down-to-earth,
contemporary
prayers reflects
some very colorful,
inspirational, and humorous
approaches to the human
situation. It shows how
everyday earthly problems
and dreams that fill an
average adult’s or child's life
can be talked over with God.
An excellent gift! Edited by
Phil E. Pierce. $3.95, paper

Sagebrush Seed

Thoughts and Parables
from the High Country
Don lan Smith sees all
around him in the Idaho
rangeland parables to teach
about God. Eighteen
meditations show how God
has been our dwelling place
for all generations. The
illustrations, patterned after
those that Jesus Christ used,
teach valuable lessons for
Christian living! $5.95

To Bend
Without Breaking

Stress and How to Deal with It

Mary Ella Stuart
combines personal
experience, practical
psychology, and spiritual
insight, to share proven
techniques for bringing stress
under control. She offers
hope to people who have
problems “rolling with the
punches” of life at its best and
worst. $3.95, paper

Published by

abingdon

at your Lutheran Bookstore
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Senior choir dwindles,

minichoirs are formed

Fonp pu Lac, Wis.—The dwindling
senior choir at Our Saviour Lutheran
Church had difficulty attracting new
members. Some potential volunteers felt
choir participation would allow less time
for other church activities. Others saw
the choir as a clique difficult to break

into.
A program of minichoirs turned out

to be the solution. The worship and
music committee decided to encourage a
revolving membership in the choirs by
having them sing a new style of music
every four to eight weeks. Each new
minichoir was to have a different direc-
tor focusing on styles with titles like
“Bach,” *“Gospel,” “Negro spirituals,”
“Christmas in many lands,” “Twentieth
century American composers” and
“Lenten-folk.”

Directors have included trained
members of Our Saviour, two previous
choir directors, a music instructor from
a nearby university and a junior high
school vocal music teacher. A black
student from a nearby college directed
the Gospel segment. Qur Saviour’s Pas-
tor Gerald V. Goodrich directed one
called Advent-Christmas. Participation
in each choir ranged from 10 to 25. Last
year 33 adults participated in the
program with 14 taking part in three or
more of the choirs. Only one person par-
ticipated in a!l of them.

Goodrich acknowledges that the
choirs “cannot develop the kind of
quality that occurs when a group of
singers works with one director over a
long period.” But he adds that no feeling
of the old “cliqueishness™ has developed.

And choir volunteers speak favorably
of the idea. Anita Weigelt said she
“really enjoyed™ the spiritual choir. “3
person didn’t have to be able to read
music to participate.” Another volunteer
said the Gospel choir was “fun. |
enjoyed the friendship that we shareg

Worship and music committee polls of
the congregation have also been positive,
according to Mariel Heinke, church
council president. Her husband Warreg
is on the worship and music committes
and suggested the minichoir concept,

The polls indicated that more thap 90
percent of the congregation felt the new
program provided special music equal to
or better than the traditional choir, that
choir leadership of congregational sing-
mg was at least as good as before, and
that the new choirs provided for a wor-
ship experience better than or equal to
that of before.

Fire-safety aspect halts
church recycling project

SHEBOYGAN, Wis.—First Lutheran
Church has halted its milk carton recycl-
ing project in the interest of fire safety.

Started in 1974, the project amassed
49,352 plastic containers, which when
converted into cash brought $49352
First Lutheran forwarded the funds to
the Lutheran Orient Mission to provide
medical care in the Middle East.

But Pastor G. William Genszler no-
tified the congregation in a newsletter
last month: “The last of the plastic milk
cartons has been taken for recycling
Since the bottles constituted a fire
hazard (because the fumes from
smoldering bottles is deadly) we have
stopped collecting the containers.”

-2

CAMERA CREW films Brownsville, Tex., segment of seven-minute Strength for Missior

film, now available for congregational use. Scene shows the Rev. Charles T. Kelly. Pastgf
of Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church, which was recently organized. Other film segments co
cern social ministry in Appalachia and training of church leaders in Tanzania.
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‘My Bible story books
are too easy, and your
" Bible is too hard...
My Holy
Bible for
Children is
just right’.

Here is truly Good News for the eight to 12-
year-olds; a simplified version of the Old and New
Testaments edited especially for them by Allan
Hart Jahsmann. Many books that claim to be
children’s Bibles offer only a juvenile cover pack-
aging a complicated adult-level text. Now the new
Holy Bible for Children is the first presentation of
the Holy Word for those youngsters who have
outgrown Bible story books and still find standard
versions too difficult. it leads the child from his
earliest enthusiasm for nursery school Bible
stories to a life-long appreciation for Scripture—
ina way that he can understand and enjoy today

;l
These features in The Holy Bible for Children

make it easy for young readers to understand and
enjoy the Bible

* Carefully selected passages from all 66 books of
the Bible * Easy-to-read typeface * 12 full color
Don Kueker illustrations highlighting profound
events in Biblical history * Four colorful maps
depicting St. Paul's great journeys, the Exodus,
the city of Jerusalem, and Palestine * Pronuncia-
tion helps * Glossary * Chronological and al-
phabetical tables of contents * Listing of key
Scriptures * Presentation page * ‘‘Memory page”
for the child to record religious milestones * Fam-
ily tree page

“The selection is excellent. the language. while
simplified, remains faithful to the text. and the
effect on young readers can only be positive ™

—Paul L. Maier

“An idea which has been brilliantly conceived
and excellently executed = wish it had been
available when | was a child "— David Mace

Give your child the just-right Bible for those
in-between years, The Holy Bible for Children:
A Simplified Version of the Old and New
Testaments.

480 pages, 64 x 9%
Hardcover with jacket, only $8 95

0 Al your bookstore
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GIFT
ANNUITIES

Now More
Satisfying
Than Ever!

New Rate Benefits In Effect!

1. New higher rates now apply, provid-
ing income you can’t outlive. 6.5% at
age 68; 7.77% at age 75; 9.0% at age 80.
10.57% at age 85; 127 at age 90 or more;
all on a single life basis

2. Two significant income tax savings
add to the attractiveness of the plan
(1) a generous centribution deduction
at the cutset; and (2) largely tax-free
income tor the rest of your life. (Ask
for an exnibit of the savings applicable
at your age situation .}

3. Further tax benefits are achieved
where appreciated property is the basis
of the gift. Probate costs for the estate
at death are also lessened

4. Written in amounts of $500 or more,
vour LCAF annuity can be designated
as you prefer: for the church's work —at
home, at large, anywhere in the world:
for immediate use when the time comes;
or to become a fund providing continu-
ng support.

5. Gift annuity agreements are eastly
arranged by mail from your home. Many
annuitants have multiple gifts to their
credit, attesting to their satisfaction both
with the plan and with LCAF s services
to them,

Mai! this caupan for further nformation

Without obligation, please send A—1019
information about LCAF's Gift

Annuity Plan, including rate

schedule and application form to

NAME

ADDRESS

cITy STATE

My birth date is

Second party DMale DFemale

Birth date is

LCA Foundation

Lutheran Church in America
Office for Administration and Finance
Chester A, Myrom, LL.D., Director
231 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016
(212) 481-9646
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3-year pact settied
by Wagner, faculty

STATEN IsLaxp, N.Y.—A three-year
contract agreement has been reached
between Wagner College and the Lu-
theran school's faculty. Representatives
of the college and faculty confirmed that
it calls for a 6.5 percent across-the-board
salary increase in each of the next three
years.

Wagner suspended classes Sept
after college officials said negotiators
reached an impasse. Classes were
resumed Sept. 20. The faculty ratified
the contract terms Sept. 23, according to
Dr. C. Carlyle Haaland, chief negotiator
for the Wagner chapter of the American
Association of University Professors.
The association represents about 80
percent of Wagner’s 105 full-time faculty
members. Haaland chairs the Wagner
department of religious studies.

Other terms of the agreement include
increases in summer school salanes and
promotion differentials. Insurance
coverage benefits were doubled to a level
of twice the annual salary.

Lost class time is being made up by
extending the length of instruction
periods through the balance of the fall
semester, according to Dr. Norbert
Leeseberg, Wagner's assistant to the
president. He was a key negotiator for
the college.

12

Southeast Pa. approves
unifying social services

SouTHAMPTON, Pa.—Southeastern
Pennsylvania Synod delegates last
month approved establishing a Lutheran
Social Services (LSS) umbrella organiza-
tion. It would cover all social ministry
agencies and institutions recognized by
the synod. Initial membership would
total six, should they choose to join.

The proposal, presented to a special
convention, was approved by a better
than 2-to-I margin. The vote, however,
did not reflect the high emotions which
the issue generated. Boards of some of
the affected institutions and agencies had
campaigned hard for its defeat. Motions
calling for a delay in implementation
and for further study of the LSS pro-
posal were defeated by the delegates.

The new Lutheran Social Services will
play four major roles in synod social
ministry efforts — planning supervision
(including budgetary matters), coordina-
tion, and provision of services. The pro-
posal was patterned after 1SS opera-
tions in several other LCA synods, of-
ficials of the synod said. The proposal
was contained in a 135-page report dis-
tributed to delegates at the regular May
synod convention.

Much of the debate at the special

—

convention centered on the issye of 4
reaucratic proliferation.” Opponenys
the proposal argued that LSS woulg
doing the same things which are by
done individually by the agencies ang ;
stitutions—but at a greater cos
Proponents, on the other hand, arg
that LSS would eliminate much duplic
tion. They added that the benefits fr,
coordinated social ministry plana
would include greater funding pos
biities and a stronger voice in
development of state and local goyen
ment regulations,

Each board must now decide wheth
to affibate with the LSS or operate ing
pendently. At least two of the bou
have hinted they may find it difficul
participate.

The convention voted to delay
election of LSS board members until
June 1978 synod convention.

—Tom Kaps

Bergland endorses LWk
as efficient channel

WasHinGToN—The revamping of i
U.S. government’s foreign aid progran
“Food for Peace™ will make it easier fir
food to reach the two-thirds of i
world which s hungry, a Luthem
gathering was told last month.

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Rober
Bergland told the gathering that ik
revamping includes removal of the supt
lation that only surplus grain can be st
to the hungry. He addressed a Maryln
Synod symposium on “World Hung
and Public Policy.”

Bergland alsc endorsed Luthers
World Relief and urged the synod
support it. He said the federal gover
ment prefers to distribute food thro
LWR because it distributes aid to
needy so efficiently. _

Other symposium speakers mcludcil
the Rev. Charles Bergstrom, execuiit
director of governmental affairs for Ehf|
Lutheran Council in the USA 3“\_{
Palmera Peralta, advocacy coordmah‘l‘
for global justice and developmen! f*'_
the Lutheran Church in America’s D

sion for Mission in North America
—Joas Ru

No spade was too small

SareTy Harsor, FLA. 4Tl_wug.hh'c'[‘
day's weather was opprcs'S{vel) .
nearly 200 people took posnmnsé 5]
the taut string that outlined the ¥ i
the first worship house of St Ma([‘l:af'
Lutheran Church, serving Fast o
water and Safety Harbor. At 3 ¥

; e grou

signal, all simultaneously bmkf)ngs o

with shovels, pitchforks, Spoding fi

even pancake spatulas, accor i
Jetter 0

Florida Sonshine, the news
Florida Synod.
THE LUTHER



gible is promoted
scross North Carolina

RateiH, N.C.—A three-month cele-
gration of the Bible is being launched
uder the theme, “Good News North
Carolina.”

The Rev. Terry Agner, administrative
ssistant to the North Carolina Synod,
thairs the campaign's steering commit-
ie. He says the purposes of the event
are to promote awareness and apprecia-
ion for the Good News Bible, published
by the American Bible Society, and to
emcourage the distribution of Scriptures.

The campaign, involving Protestants
of several denominations and Roman
Catholics, features billboards, radio and
television spot announcements, and
newspaper advertising. An exposition of
rare manuscripts and Bibles is being held
it the Perkins Library of Duke
University.

A painting, commissioned by the
seenng committee and funded by the
American Bible Society, depicts persons
of vanous ages and walks of life using
the Bible in their daily lives. It will be
rproduced on 10,000 posters and one
milion bulletin inserts sent to North
Carolina churches

Thirteen denominations, including the
Lutheran Church in America are taking
part in the events

Motorist damages church

San Jose, CarL.—The sanctuary wall
o Immanuel Lutheran Church gave a
siarp awakening to a young man who
tad fallen asleep while driving home in
the early morning hours recently.

The unidentified man’s car crashed
through the wall, demolishing three pews
id breaking a three-inch water pipe
tonnected to the emergency firehose.
The driver was not injured.

Dr. Karl E. Kniseley, 11, pastor, esti-
Mited damage to the sanctuary at
H5000. In addition to repairing the
#all, pews were replaced, and because of
fooding the sanctuary floor had to be
fpainted. There was no other major
{ructural damage.

Just recently Immanuel took out an

A comprehensive insurance policy.

Racine gardens grow well

RaciNe, Wis.— Parishioners arriving
i Holy Communion Lutheran Church
@ty bags of fruits or vegetables, the
“plus from home gardening. Between
" early and late services, tables are set
JUCand the food is offered for purchase.
'oney received is donated to world
Mnger relief (about $100 in the first
"onth of operation) and leftover staples

-

Teamwork made it happen

4

$7,000 worth.

They had a typical teen-age prob-
lem. They needed money! Far from
being frivolous, they wanted to suppon
Lutheran Youth Encounter’s new re-
gional office. And they needed help to
attend the Chicago Lutheran Youth
Congress.

These kids with a cause made things
happen when they teamed up with Lu-
theran Brotherhood's North Du-Cook
area branch in Des Plaines, Ili. They
staged a volleyball marathon, after re-
cruiting sponsors who pledged dimes,
quarters and more for each game. The
youngsters played for 10 hours—and
raised almost $3,500. The Lutheran
Brotherhood Challenge Fund then con-
tributed a matching amount

)
| g lf/ J
| ( A i
i o
Mail to:
Lutheran Brotherhood
701 Second Ave. South

Minneapolis, Minnesofa 35402
Atin: Box 920

Teamwork can make things happen
tor you, loo. It there's a service project
that your Lutheran Brotherhood branch
would hke 10 work on, send in the
coupon, We'H tell vou how the Branch
Challenge Fund can assist your fund-
raising eftorts.

if you're a Lutheran, but not a
member of Lutheran Brotherhood,
send in the coupon for more informa-
tion about our Society. We offer vou life
and health insurance protection, in-
vestment opportunities, and the oppor-
tunity lo join in a variety of branch
activities that benefit the Lutheran
Church and your local community
We'd welcome vou, because we're
people sharing brotherhood

i LLTHERAN
BROTHERHOOD

Auinneapoling Mmnesota 5540°

[] Please send me infurmation about the
Branch Challenge Fund

[ Please send me mformation about join-
ing Lutheran Brotherhood

Name

Address

ity State

- -

f“ Put in the church pantry for distribu-
110 needy families during the week.
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The first Doctor of
Ministry degree conferred by
the Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Philadelphia,
Pa., has been presented to
the Rev. Ronald C. Yergey,
pastor of Holy Spirit,
Philadelphia.

Atty. Michael Fernolend
Markel, 80, of Washington,
D.C., a founder and director
of the Corporation of Lu-
theran World Relief, died
Sept. 11 while vacationing in
Germany. The interna-
tionally respected food and
drug law expert had been a
counsel for the Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee
Service of LCUSA since
World War 1I and helped
many refugees flee war-torn
Europe.

Parkinson

The Southeastern Penn-
sylvania Synod’s institu-
tional chaplain has been
given an outstanding service
award by the Pennsyivania
Prison Society. The Rev
John A. Parkinson was
recognized for his “notable

contribution to the improve-
ment of correctional service
in the state of Pennsyl-
vamia.”

This year's Indiana State
Fair queen is a member of
Holy Trinity, Lafayette. Be-
nita R. Landis clinched the
title in the evening gown
competition, wearing an en-
semble she designed

Dr. Carl M. Fisher, an
LCA missionary serving the
Lutheran Church 1in
Malaysia and Singapore
since 1958, has stepped
down from the Asian
church’s presidency. He has
accepted a call from the Lu-
theran World Federation to
continue study projects he
helped initiate while in the
presidency.

Lady Bird Johnson s
scheduled to address a Roa-
noke {Va.) College audience
later this month. The former
first lady will speak during

the Oct. 29 dedication of the
Lutheran school’s new Fy
Olin Hall for Arts ang j
manities, i

Messinger

Pennsylvania Senat
Democrats elected Henry (|
Messinger of Allentown a
majority leader. The 6
year-old legislator, i}
member of St. James,
Coopersburg, taught i
public schools and heads
the Pennsylvania Stats,
Education Association. H:g
took state office in 1971

“One of the great Bibles of our time....

| With its commentaries, notes, and maps, The New English Bible with the

| 1t is, in effect, an entire course in its sub- I
it presents

| unclouded a great literature and history.”

| Dr. Frederick Shroyer, Los Angeles Herald-

| ject. Non-denominational,

Examiner

UNIVERSITY PRESS
200 Madison Ave,, New York, N.Y. 10016

Apocrypha: Oxford Study Edition
Shown: Black Cowhide, gold
edges and stamping. ]
5836A $38.50. (
Cloth. 5830A $15.95
Ablo Available:
Durable Soft Cover. 5800A $9.95
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U.S. helps Miami church |
in social-offender work '

Miami, FLa.—The Center for Dialog,
an agency St. John Lutheran Churchfy
operates for disenfranchized people, hat |
been awarded a $50,000 federal grant m‘
open a support project for social u!-}
fenders -
tice system ).

The plan s to service a minimum Ul,'
200 adult offenders and their familis
Aims are to 1) provide offenders Wit}
family-based motivation and suppor!
during rehabilitation, 2) provide familis ,‘
with information and support needed ('}
fulfill their role as the link between th
offender and society, and 3) prevent
other family members from becomi
social offenders. This would be doﬂj
with referral services, counseling ¢
assistance with such needs as emp
ment and day care. Volunteers would b
sought from area Lutheran churches. d*‘.
cording to the Rev
pastor of St. John's.

Registry adds two housés

W AsHINGTON— The Zelienople, Pé:
house that was the birthplace © r
William Alfred Passavant, nineteel
century Lutheran leader,
house of St. Matthew Lutheran
Jersey City, N.J., have been 'adP
the National Register of Historic

violators of the criminal ju

lU_«‘
i
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Discover the most si

gnificant ecumenical

publishing event of our time.

THE CLASSICS OF WESTERN SPIRITUALITY
ALIBR ZRY OF THE GREAT SPRITUAL MASTERS

(And begin with JULIAN OF NORWICH, “SHOWINGS” for just $1!)

This is not a book club.

It's an invitation for you to participate
in the exciting rediscovery of our
forgotten Western spiritual past.

Paulist Press has made it possible
with THE CLASSICS OF WESTERN
SPIRITUALITY. This monumental series
of 60 books will give you an intimate
opportunity to know the greatest mystical
pilgrims of the West — perhaps for the
very first time

THE SPIRITUAL MASTERS —

LIFE TEACHERS FOR TODAY
You've heard their voices strike a
clear and universal note throughout every
tradition — Catholic, Protestant, Eastern

Orthodox, Jewish, Islamic, American
Indian. Men and women who had vibrant,
personal experiences of God.

But whose soaring writings about
those experiences have long been unavail-
able or poorly translated

Now, in one vivid collection, you'll
be introduced to the most enlightened
teachers within your own tradition,
such as:

WILLIAM LAW — the greatest of
the Protestant Post -Reformation mystics
and an active, socially involved spiritual
director at odds with the oppressive
politics of his dav

JAKOB BOEHME — the 16th cen-
tury “inspired shoemaker.” Unaccepted
even by the liberal Protestant reformers
of his time, Boehme’s transcendant works
were to profoundly influence philosophic
giants to come like Blake, Byron, Hegel,
Kant, and William Law.

And so many more. Like Novalis.
Ceorge Herbert. The Quakers.

‘ In addition, THE CLASSICS OF
WESTERN SPIRITUALITY will let you
learn about the shared spiritual heritage
Wh‘tch links all traditions through the
writings of figures like:

Bonaventure — the great Franciscan
mystic and reformer whose balanced
spirituality prompted Leo XIII to call him
that “prince par excellence who leads us
by the hand to God.”

Farid-Al-Din Attar — the mystic Sufi
poet whose beautiful writings shaped
Christian medieval concepts and demon-
strate the seldom understood impact of

Islam on Judaism and Western Chris-
tianity.

Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav — the
mystic Hasidic tzaddik whose complex
and fascinating Tales are receiving new
interest today.

ALL NEW MODERN
CRITICAL TRANSLATIONS

Only in 1977 could a series of this
scope be attempted.

Worldwide scholarship — and a
growing concern with the spiritual illit-
eracy of our society — has made THE
CLASSICS OF WESTERN SPIRITU-
ALITY available to you.

Each masterwork has been translated
and introduced by a leading international
scholar. Through extensive introductions,
you'll learn why the work is a classic . ..
what “spirituality”” means within the
work . . . the writer’s background . . . the
moral, political and theological dimen-
cions of the work . . . jts influence through
the years . . . and its relevance for today.
A SPECIAL “FIRST BOOK" OFFER —AND

NO MINIMUM FOLLOW-UP

PURCHASES

For just $1, you can own

the first book in the series,
JULIAN OF NORWICH,
“SHOWINGS.”

=W Paulist Press
;”l(/’f | 545 lsland Road
. Ramsey, NJ. 07440

I agree that THE CLASSIC

receive an additional title each mon
applicable to my library, personal, or

O cloth [0 softcover

O Send my future copies in clo
[] Send my future copies in softcover

She has been called “the greatest
English mystic.” But Lady Julian's earthy
psychalogical insights into the feminine
side of God were censored through the
ages. Now her moving mystical
encounters have been restored to their
original spontaneity for the modern reader

This beautifully-bound hardcover
volume is yours for only 51 (its regular
price will be $9.95) — just for allowing
Paulist Press to send you one new book
each month — strictly on-approval,

That's right — we want you to be
free to select only those future titles
which are of most interest to you. 5o
there’s no minimum number of volumes
to buy.

With this unique piece of literature,
JULIAN OF NORWICH, “SHOWINGS”
for just $1 — and the fresh opportunity to
read our most spiritually conscious West-
ern writers — shouldn’t you mail the reply
card right now?

THE CLASSICS OF WESTERN
SPIRITUALITY will be an unforgettable
journey.

Why not take the first step today?

4

MOUIIME @}

TN

SHONWRESS

acahaara of fl(!l(kl(izgu \

S OF WESTERN SPIRITUALITY is a remarkable

YESI achievement in religious and psychological study. Send me the first .
volume, JULIAN OF NORWICH, “SHOWINGS" for only $1. I understand I will
’ th which 1 have the option to refuse if not

professional needs. There is no minimum

number of volumes 1 am required to buy.
Check here if you desire your first $1.00 introductory

volume in...

th at $9.95 each (plus postage and handling)

at $6.95 each (plus postage and handling)

Name

{please print)

Institution

Address

City/State/Zip
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Women 1
of the Reformation
from Spain to Scandinavia

by Roland H. Bainion
Augsburg, Minneapolis
240 pages, 39.95

IF THE THIRD time is the proverbial
charm, then Roland Bainton has
charmed his readers with his latest book
Women of the Reformation from Spain
to Scandinavia, final volume in his tri-
logy on women and their contributions
to the Reformation.

Author-scholar Bainton has more than
numbers going for him. The man ob-
viously loves history and research as
anyone acquainted with his earlier works
on the Reformation can readily attest.
He’s most popularly known for his
biography of Luther, Here I Stand. In
addition, his 42 years as professor of
church history at Yale Divinity School
have helped underscore his wide reputa-
tion as a respected authority on the
Reformation.

Bainton is further blessed with a con-
geniality of spirit and a humanness that
shine through unmistakably when he
writes. It's his readers who profit.

This time we are treated to 27 vi-
gnettes of courageous women who
played roles in the Reformation drama
but until now have seldom held stage
center. Some have only bit parts al-
though, as Bainton hints, that may be

We make
finding the
right choir

robe easy

L} C.E. Ward Robes are
¥ available in six choice

fabrics and over 100
i different colors.’
Send for your free,
full-color Robe
Portiolio. Fifty
attractive styles

for Juniors and
Seniors. Finding
the right choir robe
is made easy. Pulpit
gown catalog also
available.

C. E. WARD PRODUCTS
by Macmillan Ward Ostwald, Inc.
49 Main Street, New London, Ohio 44851
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due more to the dearth of information
recorded in those days about the “com-
mon woman” than to lack of involve-
ment. In many cases he could only glean
historical facts from letters and docu-
ments written by their husbands.

Others, like Jadwige Gnoinskiej of Po-
land had her own utopian community in
which, contrary to sixteenth century sen-
sibilities, women even preached!

There are accounts of individual
bravery — like Maria Cazalla and others
who stood firm in their beliefs in the
face of tortures inflicted during the
Spanish Inquisition. And of corporate
bravado — such as the 200 women who
stormed the castle of Sweden’s John III
in an attempt to free two pastors im-
prisoned by the monarch for refusing to
return to Catholic practices.

There are examples of some good
(and not so good) poetry and devotional
writing, fields in which, according to
Bainton, Reformation women had a
recognized role. There are also the
mystics and the saints and the queens.
But Bainton uncovers few examples of
women writing on systematic theology, a
gap which he attributes in part to the
prevailing negative attitude toward the
education of women.

This third Women of the Reformation
is a good offering. It can tease even the
unbelieving into thinking history and
theology can be fun.

—NaNCcY J. STELLING
{The reviewer is associate editor of World En-
counter, the LCA's mission magazine.)

The Christians

by Bamber Gascoigne
William Morrow, New York
304 pages, $17.50

The Bible: A Pictorial History

By Claus Westermann
Seabury Press, New York
152 pages (paperback), $8.95

THIS 1s the season when publishers
issue Christmas gift books at prices that
buyers would be unlikely to pay if they
were buying the books for themselves.
Every year a few of these books are
especially beautiful or original. Both
books listed above fall into the latter
category, because, in place of the draw-
ings of biblical scenes that often are
used, they use actual color photography
of artifacts, statuary, landscapes and ar-
chitecture that lends authenticity and
depth to the text.

The Christians is a rather thorough
history of the Christian church from the
time of the disciples to the present. It in-
cludes 250 photographs taken by
Christina Gascoigne, who has previously
collaborated with her husband on other
major volumes. The photography, much

of 1t in color, is striking.

The Bible: A Pictorial History opens
with a 40-page survey of the Qld Testa-
ment by the noted German Lutheran B;.
ble scholar Westermann. Supplcmeming
this are about 75 full color photographs
by Erich Lessing, depicting some lang-
scape, statue or relic. Appropriate Bible
passages support each photo. —Apg

Lutheran College Days

continue into November

New York—*“Lutheran College Days"
regional events are under way and will
continue through November. Coor-
dinated by the Lutheran Council in the
USA’s Division of Campus Ministry and
Educational Services, these programs
give prospective students and their
parents an opportunity to learn about
the colleges and universities sponsored
by The American Lutheran Church, Lu-
theran Church in America and Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod.

At each College Day, high school
students meet informally with ad-
missions counselors to discuss questions
of admissions, financial aid, course of-

ferings and other aspects of their eduea-

tion plans.

Remaining dates are:

Los ANGeLeEs ARrea: Oct. 23, Inn At The
Park, Anaheim, Calif.

San Francisco Arga: Oct. 25, Sheraton
Inn-San Francisco Airport, Burlingame,
Calif.

SEATTLE AReA: Oct. 26, Sea Tac Motor
Inn, Seattle, Wash.

MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PauL ARrea: Nov. 6,
Bloomington Marriott Inn, Bloomington,
Minn

St. Louvis Area: Nov. 7, St Louis Mar-
riott.

DetroiT Area: Nov. 8, Ramada Inn-De-
troit Metro Airport, Romulus, Mich.

CHICAGO AREA: Nov. 9, Holiday Inn-Glen
Ellyn, Glenn Ellyn, 1l

A total of eleven events are scheduled

Four took place earlier this month inth

New Jersey, New York, Philadelpha
and Washington, D.C. areas.
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Q. Why do some churches, like the
Roman Catholic Church, forbid crema-
ton? Is there a biblical reason?

A. The historic reason for a ban on
gremation by some church bodies was
the belief that it destroyed the body and
therefore denied the basic Christian doc-

' rine of the resurrection of the body.
Now we know that the body crumbles
into dust eventually, no matter what the
form of burial. Besides, in any “resurrec-
ton to eternal life™ we would hope not
to be inhabiting a decrepit and diseased
body but rather a glorified body. The
God who created mankind out of dust
tan surely bring a body back from the

| dust or ashes from which it was formed.
Recognizing this, the Roman Catholic
Church ended its ban on cremation in
[963. Lutherans have traditionally
preferred interment, but have never had
r adoctnnal ban on cremation.

Q. Is there a special rule about the
order in which to light the altar candles?

A. Normally the candle nearest the
uucifix on the Epistie side (that’s the
nght side as you face the altar) is lighted
first. Then the rest of the candles on the
| fieht side arc lighted. The candles on the
Fﬁospel (or left) side are then lighted,

fellowing the same order. In extinguish-

g the candles, the opposite method is

lollowed with the candle farthest from
 the crucifix on the Gospel (or left) side
| put out first,

0. What is process theology?
I A It's a theclogical system based on
the philosophy of Alfred North
Whitehead (1861-1947) who developed
| Process philosophy.” To describe it
btlgﬂy is difficult, but in essence
Whl@ehead viewed all existence as a con-
nuing process, with God as the
¢ Pimordial created fact™ or the ultimate
Ause of everything. He regarded God as
Mpersonal and as the originator of the
Whole process of nature of which we are
%rt. While Christians cannot define or
leseribe God fully, our idea of a per-
M2l God who knows and loves his
tildren is not compatible with the
Vhitehead philosophy. Nevertheless,
me theologians have embraced the
neepts introduced by Whitehead and
| *ieve they have many points of contact
"t traditional Christian thought.

0CT0BER 19, 1977

To smart persons, it's the
bonanza of value-packed creative
= . ideas found in the fabulous flea
ﬂnarket—Recycle Catalogue lI- to help in planning fun-filled church
activities. Recycle Il is the answer to inflation for church leaders' The
success of both the Recycle Newsletter and Recycle Catalogue inspired
Dennis C. Benson to collect ideas from across America for teaching,
preaching, special programs, holiday celebrations, stewardship cam-
paigns, and loads of other church activities' For just a few pennies. a
teacher will find enough material to teach a Sunday school class for
months—and that's just one of the many ways a congregation can put to
use the hundreds of new ideas

in this exciting book!
These self-renewing
ideas will help
church members to
create their own fun-
filled ideas and
activities!
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Ministerial Roll Changes

Arizona
Hess, Gary C., newly ordained. to assistant,
Shepherd of Valley, Phoenix.

California

DauvLstroM, Kenneth, St. Luke, Hunungton
Park, to on leave from call.

Drury, James H., newly ordained, to Peace,
Lompoc.

Gresko, Andrew P, Jr., Transfiguration, Los
Angeles, to on leave from call.

Hariunpaa, Toivo K I, faculty, Pacific Lu-
theran Theological Seminary, to retire-
ment

Jornsos, Milton C., Holy Cross, Livermore,
to retirement

Colorado
Austin, James H., Shepherd of the Hills,
Colorado Springs, to on leave from call.
Batpwin, Deirdre, newly ordained, to
associate, Holy Cross, Wheat Ridge

Hlinois
Heins, John L., St Philip, Glenview, to
assoclate, Alpine, Rockford
Henricks, Kevin C, newly ordained, to
assoctate, Bethlehem, St. Charles

lowa
Buur, Robert H., Immanuel and Swede
Valley, Ogden. to Bethany, Burlington
Hougex, Philip L., Our Savior, Pekin. Il to
St. Andrew, Cedar Rapids

Kansas
EkLunp, Milton A., Good Shepherd, Wash-
ingten, Zion, Clyde. 10 on leave from call.

Kentucky
Cress, C. James, newly ordained, to Messiah,
Louisville
Maryland

BarrinGER, John E., Epiphany, Burtonsville,
to on leave from call.

Braxpis, James F., St. Paul. Doylestown,
Pa_, 10 assistant. Trinny, Hagerstown.

Cart, Bernard W., newly ordained, to Si
Paul, Aurora, W.Va. St. John. Red
House.

Drusms, Larry E., assistant, St. John,
Linthicum Heights, to Bethany. Balumore

Michigan

ANDEER, Jar] A, newly ordained, to Trinuty,
Hillsdale.

Brakemore, John D., assistant, Trinity,
Grand Rapids, to Faith, Flat Rock.

Harrison, Wayne A, newly ordained, to
Faith, Saline.

KivmeLL, Jere R, Church of the Apostles,
Belleville, to on leave from call.

Minnesota

Baus, Donald F., Immanuel, Mora, to First,
Lafayette; Swan Lake, New Ulm.

BerGIN, Brian G., Cannon River and Cross
of Christ, Welch, to associate, Incarnation,
St. Paul.

HULTGREN. Arland J., faculty, Wagner
College, Staten Island, New York, to
faculty, Luther-Northwestern Seminaries,
St. Paul.
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Mississippi
ButT, James C., newly ordained. to St. John
and Beth Eden, Louisville

Nebraska
Yurk, Helmut, newly ordained, to Christ,
Pierce
New Jersey

Axperson, Donald F., St. John, Jersey City,
to assistant, Calvary, Cranford.

Benito, Carlos A., associate, Christus, Ep-
phany, Grace, Nazareth, Trintty, all
Camden, to retain pastorate at Chnistus,
Epiphany, Grace, Trinity, Camden

Benson, Barry N, newly ordained, to Chrst,
Union

Dorwarp, Dallas D., Holy Trnnity, Bur-
lington, to St. Michael, Cherry Hill.

ExcLenarpT, Glenn A, assistant, QOur
Savior, Haddonfield, to St. James,
Folsom

GoeBer, V. Hans, Christus, Epiphany; Grace,
Nazareth; Trninity, Camden, to retain pas-
torate at Christus; Epiphany; Grace;
Trinity, Camden.

New York

ArRNoLD, Robert H., St. Paul, New York
(Queens), to St. John, Lynbrook

Heypr, Curtis B, newly ordained. to Con-
cordia, Kendall

Horst, Wayne A.. assistant to the president,
Central Canada Synod, Winnipeg, Man,
to coordinator of consultant services, Divi-
sion for Mission m North Amernica, New
York

Jenson, Janice €, newly ordained. to St
Paul, Berne; St. John, East Berne

Ohio
ANDERSON, David P., newly ordained, to
Brandt, Tipp City; Casstown, Casstown
REICHERT, Warren A, newly ordained, to
associate, Our Saviour, Toledo.

Oklahoma
Capps, Donald E, on leave from call, to
faculty. graduate seminary, Phillips

University, Enid

Pennsylvania

Crark, David W., Grace; Trinity, Northum-
berland. to associate, Evangelical, Waynes-
boro.

Daxiers, James A., Bethany, Philadelphia, to
St. James, Pottstown.

DoucLass, Albert [, St
Little Zion, Telford.

HiGGINs, James A., newly ordained, to Oak
Grove, Zelienople

Horn, Edward T., [11, Trinity, Philadelphia,
(Germantown), to retirement.

Miccer, Clarence E., St. Michael, Har-
risburg, to retirement.

Luke, Obelisk, to

South Carolina
Burke, Kenneth O., newly ordained. to
Faith, John’s Island.
Burxs, Ernest T., St. Andrew, Plains. Ga . to
Mt. Pleasant, Ehrhardt.

Texas
BoGas, Terry K., team pastor, St. John. Salina.
Kans., to St. Matthew, Fort Worth.
KeLry, Charles T, pastor/developer,

Brownsville, to Spirit of Joy, Brownsyij);
Kotanper, Daniel A, pastor/develupu
Austin, to Triumphant Love, Aush'l;
{Northwest)

Virginia
HoLLey, Robert F., pastar/devel

oper,
Woodbnidge, to Epiphany, Dale City :

Wisconsin

BipweLL, Richard O., assistant, Grace, g
nosha, to Calvary, Two Rivers,

NiLssEN, Jerome W., campus ministry,
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, 1o
Lake Park, Milwaukee.

PETERSON, Robert A, on leave from call, to tens.
making ministry, Epiphany, Milwaukee

SterrenseN, Vernon J., Peace, Belmont, to
Holy Trinity, Marshall.

|

CANADA
Manitoba
ARNDT, Theodore K., First English, Win
nipeg, to on leave from call. J
Duwmpys, Hans G., St. Timothy, Oak Park [
Mich., to St. Peter, Winnipep.

Ontario

Beskau, Darcy AR.. St Peter, Sullivan 1
Township; St. James, Williamsford, to on

leave from call. ,
Griesing, G. Ench, St John, Aylmer, 1o

First, Toronto {

PERU
Berer1a, Troy D.J., Faith, Burnaby, B.C, (0
missionary, Lima f

Deaths !
in the Church,

Tue Rev. CarL ReMERs GOLDENSTEIN, 69,
of Papillion, Neb., died there Aug. 13. Qr-
damned in 1931, he served Zion, Hanowr
Kans, and the Nebraska pastorates of Im-
manuel, Lodgepole; Trimty, Columbus, and
for 15 years Trinity, Papillion. He served
army chaplaincy posts in Califorma and
Texas during World War Il and for ten yean l
was Protestant chaplain at Boys' Town oeif
Omaha, Neb. He retired in 1971 |

THe Rev. CLaRencE THEODORE NELSOY
D.D., 74, of Edina. Minn., died Sept. 22 Qr-
dained in 1929, he served Mount Olivet, M[?.. ‘
neapolis; Arlington Hills, St. Paul, and Haly
Trinity, Duluth, all in Minnesota, Augusmm[< i
Washington, D.C. (1947-61); the Protesi® 1
Fellowship, Dhahran, Saudi ArablaE. o
English-speaking congregation of the "‘ir-
gelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, 5"“_”.ri
land, and Tabor, Chicago (Escanaba), retf %
in 1972. He was a member of the Board 03
World Missions in the former Augusta :
Church. !

THe Rev. Biiiy Lee VANDERFORD, 4151:;:_ 1
tor of St. Luke, Lexington, N-Cn._d“fd o 8
22 at Lexington, apparently the 1r|cm‘nseﬂ
heart attack. Ordained in 1960, h;crmﬂﬂ-
North Carolina pastorates at Mount o
Statesville; Redeemer, Kannapols i‘mg i
Mighty Fortress, Charlotte, before £
Lexington in 1974

THE LUTHERAY ©



What's the real Missouri Synod?

sir Your editorial on the meamng of

fellowship (Sept. 7) was appropriate and

1o the point. Yet ! would like to under-

score something to which you refer, but

dom’t spell out. I sincerely hope that

members of the LCA and ALC don't see
' Missouri Synod conventions (at least not

the last three) as being at all representa-

sve of the opinions and attitudes of
] .

Missouri Synod members. 1 was a dele-
| pate at the Dallas convention and. in
| spite of expecting it, 1 was stll amazed

al the orchestration of the whole thing

Affirm, a fundamentalist publication

within the Missouri Synod, published a
| 4st of about 132 “preferred” candidates.

Of these “preferred” candidates about
| 125 were elected to office. That election
/ was typical of the convention’s

orchestration. When vou hear of resolu-
| tions of the Dallas convention regarding

fellowship issues, the hymnal and others.
| don't make the mistake of assuming that

“the synod has spoken.™ It hasn't. Only
[lhc fundamentalist minority and those
\ they have brought into power have

Leftist LWEF?

Sir: The most revolting item in your
anticle (Aiding Africa’s oppressed peo-
| ples, Sept. 21) is the statement that the
Lutheran World Federation was asked
“o facilitate the return of meore than
20,000 Mozambicans” to the FRELIMO
iffglmc, This is not a legitimate rehef
function. It is de facto proof that LWF
52 puppet of Marxist/ Leninist “hbera-
i ion” forces in southern Africa. The
ume political sophistication which was
| operating when LWF took a stand on
"muth Africa is apparently blind to the
manipulations of leftist governments.
MARK S. WASESCHA,
St Paul, Minn.

1
Troubled about abortion

S | must compliment you and Pastor
Seyda for the article Abortion counsel-
Mg troubles me (Sept. 21). 1 oo have
ben troubled by the LCA statement
'“h":h | view as giving acceptance of the
thurch to an abortion performed for any
"tason or whim. Hopefully in the future
e LCA will adopt a statement recog-
ang the fact that the unborn are
human beings, created in the image of

0CTOBER 19, 1977

spoken (REv.) R.J. BALINT.
Union City, N.J.

God. and that the cending of that hife
must be undertaken only after careful
consideration and under extreme circum-
stances WENDELL L. ANDERSON,

Oxon Hill. Md

Sir: So abortion counseling troubles
Pastor Seyda! Well, it troubles me, too.
and | do a lot of it. But one thing is
certain: no matter how troubled the
counselor may feel. it can’t possibly
compare to the desperation and distress
the pregnant woman herself feels.

I talk to women almost daily who are
strugghng with this decision and 1 have
yet to see anyone who is taking 1t
lightly. Abortion for most women, espe-
cially for most Chnstian women, is a
very difficult step, but we must consider
the only alternative, which is bearing an
unwanted child. Talk about “troubled!”
How does Pastor Sevda think a woman
feels about bringing a child into this
world that she cannot take care of,
either financially or emotionally?

It would be wonderful if every preg-
nancy were planned and the need for
abortion would cease. This can be ac-
complished only through extensive
education and foolproef contracep-
tion. ...

Yes, a fetus is important and terminat-
ing its life is a very serious matter, but
lets not lose sight of the woman and the
importance of her life. To withhold the
church’s support and Chnistian com-
passion could only serve to compound
the grief and anguish a woman in this
situation already feels. Linpa C. KiRk,

Albuquerque. N.M.

Sir: Right-to-life people are involved n
a campaign to force everyone to hve
with their viewpoint that personhood is
automatic at conception. Most of the
rest of us have a theology which holds
that our humanity has something to do
with the capacity for awareness and feel-
ing which transcend the biological and is
in continuous development all durnng
our lives. 1 would certainly agree with
anyone that the fetus deserves respect
just because of its potential personhood
But the problem comes when our respect
for potential human life collides with the
needs and values of actual persons... .l
deal closely with organizations and
clinics which provide abortion services.
It is hard to find many women who
could be said to be having abortions for
“frivolous” reasons. And possible abuse
of this service does not provide grounds
for removing it; we do not climinate
freedom of speech because some abuse
it. We all need to work harder to
climinate social conditions which lead to
unwanted pregnancy. One of the more
positive aspects of abortion is the op-
portunity 1t offers carriers of genetic
disecasc to risk pregnancy and have

normal children. And is it worth nothing
that therc has been a 90 percent drop in
maternal deaths since abortion became
legal? Der RUpPENTHAL, Glyndon, Md

Meditation and yoga

Sir: It was a great disappointment to me
to see the article by Bev Smith
{ Experiencing the presence of God, Sept
21) concerning meditation printed in our
Lutheran. 1 cannot believe that “spacing
out”™ your mind so that you cannot
concentrate is @ Chnstian kind of medi-
tation. When an individual creates this
kind of mind emptiness he or she 15 in-
viting a whole host of satanic influences
to fill the vacuum. God speaks to us
through his Word. We should meditate
on his Word and hsten to his voice, but
not in a mind-altered state of conscious-
ness. ... Mgrs. Louls ANDERSON,

Center City, Minn.

Sir: Please don't sanction the practice of
yoga! It is a religion and a false religion
Putting yourself in a state of passivity is
a dangerous counterfeit exercise. To
open our minds and allow them to be
receptive to all the thoughts and sugges-
tions which enter is perilous. Meditation
with our Lord Jesus Christ, on the
other hand, is fulfilling. We should listen
for his leading and go in his direction. ..

PaTricia Hutz, Franklin, Pa.

FAMILY PRACTICE PHYSICIANS
NEEDED in beautiful northeast lowa. Pre-
dominantly Lutheran community Excellent
hospital, schools, retirement center. mdustry:
abundant outdoor recreation. Contact: Rev
Norris Swenson, Postville, lowa 52162 319-
R64-7643

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCA-
TION: Large congregation seeks DCE. Apph-
cants should be experienced, with advanced
educational background preferred. Send
resume and letter of interest no later than
Oct. 31, 1977, to Richard Cansler, 6718 Bryn-
wood Dr., Charlotte, N.C. 28211

“SCANDINAVIAN RECIPES™ cookbook.
including The Smargasbord 300 recipes. 96
pages. $2 each; 3 $550. A perfect gift! Julia
PETERSON Tufford, 601 70th Ave. N..
Minneapohs, Minn, 55430

COOKBOOK PRINTING SERVICE: Wnie
for brochure. Nicollet Cookbooks, Box 110,
Pipestone, Minn. 56164 Phone 507-825-5469

collect

PHOTO FINISHING. Look! Save 70¢ on
money saving offer! I:K’"c‘;dac:cal:); rolls ?':s
lo with Jumbo nts—12 exposu
;c:.sg,edm exposures $2.55. (ALL SHIPPED
POSTPAID —NO LIMIT!) Big supply dis-
counts, Enclose this ad. Wisconsin Film,

Dept. CC, LaCrosse, Wis. 54601,

CASH IMMEDIATELY for old gold, jewelry,
gold tecth, watches, diamonds, silverware,
spectacles. FREE information. ROSE INDUS-
TRIES, 29-TL East Madison, Chicago 60602.
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The depth of the Reformation

I'vE LONG WONDERED whether contemporary American Lutherans hay
difficulty appreciating the depth of the Reformation which we celebrat 5
the end of this month. The heart of the Reformation — and of the Gospe) |
— is that God came to humanity to give us his grace and forgiveness even i |
we don't deserve it. That seems simple enough even if one wonders why
God would do such a thing. )

On the other hand, the American culture in which each of us works, live
and plays teaches the opposite. As children we are taught to study harg so‘
that we can succeed. As adults we try to carve out a comfortable living by |
working our way up, striving to attain higher goals, incomes and positions
There’s nothing wrong with that, of course, as long as our striving doesn
rub someone else’s nose in the ground.

But the onward-and-upward principle of American society has spilled
over into religious understanding. For many it has become natural to think
that they should earn their way into God's good graces. Some faithf
church members get tempted too. And virtually every sect that seems so al-
tractive to so many today — the Unification Church of Rev. Moon, Har '
Krishna. the Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses, Eckankar and dozens of !
others — have their basis in some kind of working one’s way into God'|
favor. I suspect that part of their appeal is the American feeling that s
person can accomplish anything he or she sets out to do, even to entering
the kingdom of heaven.

That’s not what the Reformation or the Gospel teaches. We respond to
God with whatever talents we have at our disposal, but the initial movement |
is from him to us. That's why faith is liberating — no worries about when |
we've accomplished enough, whether we'll be acceptable, or whether we
have — or have not — achieved enough by the measuring sticks of sociely.‘
This distinction between our culture, which expects people to work ther
way up, and God's way — which is his coming to us — must be kepl
straight. ,

‘Soap’ is only suds

ASIDE FROM NEWS, sports and occasional documentaries, I don't watch
much TV. But I've been reminding myself on recent Tuesday nights o
watch “Soap.” After all the hullabaloo about its inappropriate sexyal
content, it seemed wise to make a personal judgment. Now after hawngl
wasted parts of three evenings — well, that gives an indication of my TEAc S
tion.

To be sure, the sexual innuendo is there, although not necessarily mor
so than in some other shows. But if it weren't there, one wonders if
show would be telecast at all. It lacks drama, there's very little charactr
development, and each individual is stereotyped to the extreme. That's the
nature of spoof and satire, but the half-hour is so barren of cleverness that |
“Soap” is only suds. In “All in the Family,” which also tackled louch}"
topics, Archic and Edith Bunker developed characters which were trie
enough to make the humor believable. That can’t be said for Jessica and
Chester and Burt and what's-her-name. 1

Furthermore, can't any character in “Soap” speak kindly to of 00
someone else? The dialogue is cruel, piling up one put-down after another
Where's the tenderness, the sharing, the genuine human moments? Whe?
this is mixed with sexual overtones, the viewer is given the mistaken _lﬂll"
pression that family life, including the expression of sex, is merely b”[r
and exploitative. The network’s disservice is not sex in the dialogue but the
script’s demeaning of humanity. ol

I can get cynical enough about “Soap” to wonder if the network Lne} :
that it had a dud on its hands and hoped the opposition to the show woum ;
encourage viewers to watch it anyway. That’s probably unfair t0 AB.F. ok
the letter-writers and other protesters shouldn’t worry too much. S".afn
should soon slip on its own boredom. ~EpGAr R. TR
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BECAUSE OF YOU

Because of you a native of
India is ministering to native
Indians in America.

That's unique!

The native of India is Subhadra
Devi Raju.

She’s an attorney. And she uses
her time and talents —as a lay
associate of the Lutheran
Church in America —to help
impoverished American Indians
and Chicanos in the valley around
Los Alamos, N.M.

She doesn't do it by a hand-
out, but by helping them to help
themselves through Self-Help, Inc.

Self-Help, Inc. was started
by the members of Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, Los Alamos.
It's through this agency that
Subhadra gives assistance to
the underprivileged American
Indians and Chicanos in clearing
titles, adjudication of water
rights, incorporation of village
libraries, guidance in organizing
co-ops, and assistance in
establishing farmers’ markets.

Subhadra has opened many
doors — because, as she puts it.
“Since | am from India, the
people from the valley are not
having any hesitation in
communicating with me, hence

1 can be very effective in helping
them relate to the people in Los
Alamos who are genuinely
interested in helping them.”

Through Subhadra’s lay
ministry the poor of New
Mexico experience —in a person
— Christian love.

Contrary to the words of a
popular song {"Love is never
having to say, ‘I'm somry.’ ") love
is reaching out to another with no
thought of return. Indeed, love is
more than remaining mute; it's
actively moving toward the one in
need and meeting that need.

Subhadra Devi Raju is doing
just that!

.. .and she’s doing it because
of you.

You, through your gifts to
benevolence, enable your church
—the Lutheran Church in
America —to support this
ministry.

Remember Subhadra next
Sunday as you place your offering
in the offering plate.

PURCy,
| &




S HISTORY
EXCITING®p
®

The home of Albert Voecks. one of AAL's three lounders. served as our tirst home oftice (1902-1905)

Weli, yes. At least we think it is. So do the more
than 1.15 million AAL members nationwide And
they also are finding the month of October exciting.
You see, many of them are busy planning special
events to "Celebrate with Thanksgiving" next month,
thanking God in their own special ways

What are they celebrating? AAL's 75th
Anniversary. By happy coincidence, it occurs on
Thanksgiving Day, November 24. They're
celebrating 75 years of exciting history. Seventy-five
years of touching lives. Of helping people in need
Of AAL's special brand of fraternalism

They're celebrating the fact that when you buy
Insurance from AAL, you get more than just
insurance. You become a member, and that can
mean exactly as much as you want it to.

Our members join together to form local units
called branches. The branches give individual
members the opportunity to combine skills, talents - A 2
and resources in a variety of local benevolence Aid Association for Lutherans ?
projects. Like the ones they're planning for Appleton,Wisconsin Fraternalife Insurance
November. In this way, our branches help carry out
AAL's basic purpose: “to enable Lutherans and their
families to aid themselves and others”

We call it common concern for human worth. It's
been happening for 75 years. And we
think that’s exciting.




