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The United Lutheran Church. 
On another page of this issue will be found a precon-

vtntion story of the Lutheran Merger to take place in 
New York City, November 12—17, providing health con
ditions of the city will permit such a gathering at that 
time. The story is furnished by the Lutheran Bureau. 

There are many promising features in this getting to
gether of the three older, principally English speaking 
general Lutheran bodies in America. One is the possi
bility of greater and more effective cooperation in educa
tional and missionary activities which at the same time will 
mean a great saving in man power and money. The 
tentative plan seems to be to combine in the future a num
ber of the institutions lying on the same territory and to 
add new ones to cover the territory in which these Church 
bodies are situated. Such a step, it is estimated, will 
bring about a saving of many thousands of dollars, besides 
releasing men for other fields and making it possible to 
give to the remaining institutions better equipment for 
their work. It is said that all the higher educational in
stitutions of the united body will be unde^ the direction 
of one board. Such a uniform supervision and direction 
will, it is expected, heighten the standard and bring to 
the working out of the educational policy a larger view
point and a wider interest. One prominent Lutheran 
says: "Our educational system is part of the life of Ameri
ca. We have been training men in the past to be leaders 
in our country's affairs. In the keener democracy that is 
upon us our schools must set the pace to train the citizens 
of to-morrow." 

This is in line with what the editor of the LUTHERAN 
QJMPANION has held all along since the question of the 
Merger was first promulgated, and if the Augustana 
Synod had felt ready to enter into this unification plan 
on an equal basis with the various district synods he should 
have had no objections to offer. While the autonomy 
of the district synods was held to be inviolate in the 
Merger the underlying plan was to bring about just such 
a unification of interests as has been stated above. 

This applies also to Home Missions, as can be seen from 
the following statement: 

"The Home Mission work for which the Lutheran 
bodies of this country arc responsible, has been one of the 
chief reasons for the merger about to be effected, for men 
conversant with the need and the limitations have long 
felt that the only way to be more efficient in this im
portant department of church work was to centralize as 
many forces as possible. The new Home Mission Board 
will take the place of three; two superintendents will be 
released for other work. Numerous clerical and other 
help will be economized. There will be little danger of 
confusion and conflict in Home Mission work within the 
operations of the bodies here concerned. Thousands of 
dollars will be saved as well as a great amount of energy 
by the new and business-like arrangement that will be 
effected." 

Foreign Missions and Institutional work of Charity at 
home will be consolidated in like manner, and it should 
be, if the United Lutheran Church is to accomplish the 
task it is giving itself at the outset. 

But it is recognized that the mere organizing of the 
new body will not be enough. Difficult problems will 

still remain which it will take a long time to solve. As 
one leader has expressed it: "Our work will not be ac
complished at the first convention of the United Lutheran 
Church. We cannot go home and sit down quietly. The 
call of the hour to our clergy and to our laymen is whole
hearted and unreserved devotion to the interests of the 
kingdom in which we are the Lord's stewards. All new 
beginnings are difficult. And in these days both the op
portunities and the difficulties are exceptionally great. If 
we do not mean to fail, we must work and work, and must 
be instant in prayer that the Lord will guide us to wis
dom." 

Of the new national situation arising out of the war 
and the Church's duty of the hour Dr. Schmauk, president 
of the General Council, says: "It is a strange fact that 
the L'nited Luthesan Church will make its beginning at 
a moment in the world's history when all lines of public 
effort seem to be about to be making new beginnings. T he 
new Church will be born into a new world. Things are 
not as they were a year ago, or even at the last meeting 
of the General Council. The new aims, energies and 
methods of our country and the coming reconstruction of 
the whole world cannot fail to bring about a new state of 
affairs." 

What will be needed at this moment of unification is a 
recognized effective leader, for after all much will depend 
upon a leadership of whole-hearted service springing from 
a genuine love of the cause of Christ and the Church. 
But in the three bodies merging it should not be difficult 
to find the right man, if the delegates have an eye solely 
to the welfare of the Church and refrain from any and 
all political considerations. 

Of this Merger the editor of the Lutheran Church 
Herald has the following to say in an editorial in the issue 
of October 22: "One great aim of the new United Church 
will be to work for the union of the whole Lutheran 
Church, and we hope that this some day will be realized. 
But consistent and conscientious adherence to our Luther
an Confession in doctrine and practice is the only way in 
which a true and lasting union can be brought about, be
cause union without unity will lead to indifference and 
disruption. Lutherans everywhere are deeply interested 
in this new movement towards union and are hoping and 
praying that it will be a blessing to our Lutheran Church 
in its work for the promotion of the Kingdom of God." 

An American General Who Appreciates the 
Churches. 
Some time ago the Federation of Christian Churches in 

America sent a message to General Pershing commanding 
the American Expeditionary Forces in France. That the 
General was greatly heartened by this message is clearly 
indicated by his sympathetic reply. He says: "In the 
name of the American army in France, as well as in my 
own, I thank you for your kind and stimulating message." 

The effect upon the soldier of such messages General 
Pershing expresses thus: "It is the consciousness that the 
soldier has behind him an undivided nation which enables 
him, whatever his rank, to face his task with courage. 
We Americans have the added inspiration and encourage
ment that flow from the example of friendship of our 
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allies, who for four years have been fighting our battles 
in fighting their own. 

"Standing by their side we expect not only to vindicate 
the common cause of justice, honor and righteousness, but 
also to lay a solid foundation for a world's peace. 

"We dare not claim that as an army we have yet 
achieved that high standard of manhood and conduct on 
which the largest human effectiveness should be built, but 
the ideal of the nation and the churches is still constantly 
before us. With sincerity and a firm purpose we-have set 
our faces toward the goal. 

"After all, it is a common fight—yours there and ours 
here. What is necessary for the manhood of the soldier 
is necessary for the manhood of citizens. 1 he powerful 
resources of the nation which have been placed ungrudg
ingly at the disposition of the army are indispensable for 
the accomplishment of our duty. But we know that mere 
wealth and material resources and even technical skill will 
not suffice. 

"The invisible skill will not suffice.'' 
Of the immeasurable influence of the Church of Christ 

General Pershing says: 
"The invisible, unconquerable force let loose by the 

prayers, hopes and ideals of Christian America, of which 
you are the representative, is incalculable. It furnishes 
the soul and the motive for the military body and its co
operation ; it steadies us to resist manfully the temptations 
which assail us in the extraordinary conditions in which 
we find ourselves. 

"Your message of loyalty to us draws this reciprocal 
message of loyalty to you. We of the army think with 
gratitude and emotion of the unflagging service and won
derful trust in us of the churches at home. May we prove 
ourselves worthy of it." 

How different this sounds from the carpings of a certain 
class of would-be Christians who claim that the Church 
has failed in its mission because the war was not prevented. 
Since they had figured out that a world war was im
possible because of an enlightened humanity which was 
too wise to fight, they are at once ready, when the war 
came, to shift the blame for it upon the Church, and make 
the sweeping statement that the Church has proven a 
failure and Christianity a farce. But if they were not 
willing to concede that the days of peace and general 
good will was due to the influence of Christianity as 
exemplified in the Christian churches, why should thev 
lay the blame for the war to a failure of the churches? 
How differently a soldier like Pershing thinks and feels 
in this matter! But then he sees and feels, as he leads his 
forces to battle, the effect of "the invisible, unconquerable 
forces let loose by the prayers, hopes and ideals of Chris
tian America," these carping, ranting critics of the Church, 
who are far from the immediate realities of the war, do 
not. But let the churches continue in their prayers for 
the nation and the army in the field and at home, because 
as General Pershing says, "It furnishes us the soul and 
the motive for the inilitarv body and its cooperation; it 
steadies us to resist manfully the temptations which assail 
us in the extraordinary conditions in which we find our
selves." 

Guard Your Rights. 

In casting your vote next Tuesday, do it as a free 
American citizen that can be neither threatened nor cajoled 
into voting in any other way than in accordance with your 
own best judgment both as regards men to be elected for 
important offices in the state and nation and also as regards 
important laws to be enacted. In doing this you are exer
cising your inalienable rights as a Christian and as a 
citizen of the great and free United States of North 
America. 

COMPANION 

FOR THE QUIET HOUR 
God's Saving Grace. 

C. O. ROSEN I US. 

For if, uhile we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God, through the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. Rom. 5: 10. 

Here we have the mighty words which, as it were, with 
the power of the lever can lift even the heaviest burdens 
from the hearts of believers. The apostle says: If the 
love of God for us was such when we yet were sinners, 
without reconciliation, without justification, that He of 
His own accord gave His only Son in death for us; "much 
more then, being now justified by his blood, shall we be 
saved from the wrath of God through him." This is an 
exceedingly great, clear and comforting conclusion; and 
it is in addition the very comfort of which all believers 
stand most in need, because it is after all this very thing 
which most of all troubles all spiritually awakened souls 
who acknowledge their sins, that they fear that God must 
again be wroth with them and firstly visit them here with 
much calamity and secondly also condemn them at last. 
Under these circumstances it is exceedingly comforting 
that the apostle meets troubles of this werv nature and 
with much courage asks, as it were: Is it possible that 
God, when from the very love of His being for man He 
has done so much while we still were without any con
ciliator and without any righteousness, that He gave His 
only begotten and beloved Son in a bloody death for us, 
that He now, when we have been justified through the 
blood of His Son, should go back upon His promise of 
grace and begin to judge and treat us after our deserts 
and after the law? To what purpose then has He given 
His Son in death for us?* Christ says: "For God sent not 
the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the 
world should be saved through him." It was also God's 
intent and plan in the sending of His Son, that we should 
be saved through Him, and consequently not be judged 
further according to the law, when we believe on Him. 
It is altogether impossible that God now should act in a 
different way which would be entirely contrary to the love 
of His very being and against His eternal plan of salvation 
in Christ. It is only in our hearts that such thoughts con
cerning the wrath of God can arise, and they are injected 
by the old archliar. In the heart of God there must now 
be an everlasting grace for them that believe on His Son 

His oath, His covenant and blood, 
Support me in the sinking flood; 
When every earthly prop gives way. 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
On Christ, the solid Hock, I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand 

But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst: but the water that I shall give him 
shall become in him a well of water springing up unto 
eternal life. Jno. 4: 14. 

Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, 
because with a perfect heart they offered willingly to Jeho
vah. 1 Chron. 29: 9. 

All the ways of man are clean in his own eyes; but 
Jehovah weigheth the spirits. Prov. 16: 2. 
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MISSIONS |  
Religion and Revolution in Russia. 

BY JOSEPH CLARE. 
(Concluded) 

THE CHURCH A FOE TO FREEDOM. 
Then, as was to he expected, the revolutionaries became 

increasingly irreligious. They had no cause to love their 
national church which had always been a foe to freedom. 
The anarchists frankly protested against the rule of God 
as violently as they did against the rule of man. The 
church was rich, so that it was necessarily included in 
their great attack made on every form of capitalism. As 
the revolutionary principles gained power, the power of 
the church became less and less, and eventually, with the 
supremacy of Lenine and Trotsky, the church realized 
that its very existence was in jeopardy. This peril has 
brought out the best that is in her. Many of the best 
in the land have rallied to her support. The great wave 
of materialistic atheism that swept the country made the 
church stand for the spiritual as she never did before. 
And it is possible that she is getting a baptism of fire that 
will regenerate her. She needs it, and every true friend 
of Russia will pray that, tried by fire, she may lose all her 
spiritual wood, hay and stubble, and be left with only the 
pure gold of a living witness to the power of the Word. 

YET THERE IS HOPE. 
For she has virtues after all. She always differed fun

damentally from the Church of Rome. She believes in 
an open Bible accessible to all. The British and Foreign 
Bible Society in Russia enjoyed unique facilities for the 
spread of God's Word. Bibles were carried free on the 
railways—or rather, I should say, New Testaments, for 
the Holy Synod could not permit the circulation of an 
incomplete Bible (which included the Aprocrypha in their 
judgment), nor could the Bible Society, owing to the 
limitations imposed by trust deeds, propagate by means of 
the rejected books. So they had to content themselves 
with circulating New Testaments and copies of the Psalms. 
But the Synod itself printed the Bible freely, and did 
everything possible to get the Word of God into the hands 
of the people. 

The Russian church, though clinging tenaciously to all 
her catholic doctrines and claiming supremacy over all 
other churches, nevertheless had a greater charity than 
some with which I have been brought in contact. The 
Russian priest will gladly show that the spirit of Christ 
transcends ecclesiastical barriers, and without asking ques
tions a priest will pray over the grave of any man. Nor 
does the Russian church excommunicate and put people 
outside the possibility of salvation as she understands it. 
It is not true that Tolstoy was excommunicated. His 
views were repudiated. He was merely proscribed as no 
longer a true son of the church. 

CONSISTENT INCONSISTENCY. 
The Russian church has a very profound dislike of all 

sectarianism. And while she often treats with marked 
kindness individuals of another faith, she is most bitterly 
hostile to all beliefs but her own, nor can she do them 
justice. The Orthodox Calendar for 1916 printed long 
articles proving the disloyalty of many of the sects, and 
the points at issue were too deplorably trivial to be made 
the subject of such violent language. The truth is, of 
course, that with such an ignorant people, mere abuse 
counts for more than sound argument. 

Sectarianism is rife in Russia, and it takes the most 
amazing forms. Some sects are tolerated though disap
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proved by the sovereign church; others it combats with 
deadly enmity. I he Old Faith folk are an ultra-conserva
tive set of people who hold that no modification, however 
slight, can be tolerated in the ritual, and they differ from 
the Orthodox on such momentous questions as to whether 
the sign of the cross shall be made with the first two or 
the first three fingers! Many of their customs are ex
ceedingly interesting, as for example the use in the mar
riage ceremony of a small stick with which the bride
groom inflicts a figurative beating on his bride as a symbol 
of her inferiority and submission! 

The Revolution has meant much to them. Free re
ligion in a free country will thrive, and Russia will get 
over her present troubles. At present every form of re
ligion is more or less discouraged, but free religion can 
flourish even under such conditions. Russia has tempo
rarily lost her trust in God, and it may be that she must 
pass through the sterile wilderness of materialistic atheism 
till she forgets the type of Christianity which has so carica
tured our most holy faith. But when eventually the re
turn movement sets in I do not doubt that the religion 
will prosper and prove to be a very vital factor in the 
regeneration of Russia.—Men and Missions. 

Jesus Christ. 
When we declare that Jesus was no mere political or 

social reformer, we simply say that He was more than 
that. No Christian is a mere political or social reformer. 
He could not be satisfied with that kind of patchwork. 
He could not be induced to build a precious superstructure 
on shifting sand. The regeneration of individuals must 
precede, and be the basis for, the reformation of communi
ties and nations. The life and power of God must pulsate 
and stir in the lives 6f the men who are to be entrusted 
with the high commission. Heaven's almightiness must 
become potent in earth's weakness before there can be hope. 
No clean clothes, no worldly wisdom, no results of science 
will ever lift us into the millenium. 

But Jesus also emphasizes social, national and world 
obligations. To Him the second commandment was of 
like obligation and importance as the first. His disciples 
were to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. 
In the story of the Jericho Road He taught us that all 
men are our neighbors, that race prejudice must be laid 
aside, and that our duties to the people of the world are 
not fulfilled until they all are in the same happy condition 
as those of us who travel in peace and security and plenty 
along the difficult paths of life. In His "render unto 
Ca?sar the things of Cajsar and unto God the things of 
God," He linked obligations to earthly and heavenly 
rulers. State and Church together, showing that the Chris
tian and the Church must be the same faithful witnesses 
and servants of God, whether the relation be to God or 
man. The Sermon on the Mount and His parables are 
heaven's prescriptions for earth's needs. 

The carrying out of His program was committed to the 
Church as led by the Holy Spirit. The needs of men ap
pealed to them and, as these made themselves felt, they 
mastered them according to their ability. "Seven men 
full of the Holy Spirit" are chosen to provide for the 
widows. "They had all things in common." Offerings 
are everywhere received for the poor in Jerusalem. The 
various officers of the Church, male and female, as enu
merated by Paul, show a wide diversion of operation and 
an aggressive supply of needs.— The Home Missionary. 

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the 

spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

Mark 14: 38. 
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Reformation Hymn. 
OF OLAVUS PETRI. 

Rendered into English from the original found in the 
Swedish Psalm Book of the year 1530. 

BT ERNST W. OLSON. 

Thy sacred Word, O Lord, of old 
Was veiled about and darkened, 

And in its stead were legends told. 
To which the people harkened; 

Thy Word, for which the faithful yearned. 
The worldlings kept in hiding, 

And into human fables turned 
Thy truth, the all-abiding. 

Thy Word is the true bread of life 
To hungering souls and humble. 

Who seek their all by worldly strife 
In worldly snares shall stumble. 

The welfare of their souls but ill 
They serve who leave the Master, 

Deserting His true fold at will 
In quest of other pasture. 

All planting not ordained by God 
Forthwith shall be uprooted; 

That growth encumbers but the sod 
Which to no use,is suited. 

God's Word shall stand forevermore, 
A safe and sure foundation; 

Who builds on it shall live secure 
Through storm and tribulation. 

Now thanks and praise be to our Lord, 
Who boundless grace bestoweth, 

And daily through the sacred Word 
His gracious gifts forthshoweth. 

His Word is come to light again, 
A trusty lamp to guide us; 

No strange and divers teachings then 
Shall wilder and divide us. 

So let us wander in His light 
Through whom the light was given, 

That we may always walk aright 
And find the path to heaven. 

To traps and snares he falls a prey 
Who walks in darksome places, 

While on the straight and narrow way 
Shine all the heavenly graces. 

Though heaven's high tent shall be uprolled, 
And earthly things shall vanish, 

God's Word, by holy men enscrolled, 
No power can hide or banish. 

By whatsoever evil thing 
My soul be overtaken, 

To Thee forever will I cling, 
Eternal Rock unshaken. 

Now I beseech Thee, Father dear, 
To grant that I may cherish 

Within my heart that faith sincere 
Then shall my soul depart in peace, 

When called from life's contentions, 
To dwell with Thee without surcease 

In heaven's eternal mansions. 
Which shall not change or perish; 

The Story of a Tramp. 
The world in general thinks a tramp is without one 

redeemable trait, but I chance to know better, for I am 
a living experience that a tramp is created by the same 
good God who created all things, that he has a heart, a 
soul and feelings like the rest of the human race. The 
trouble is, environment too often has covered up all the 
good, but it is there just the same, only waiting for a 
touch of human kindness to kindle it into flame for some
thing better. Let me tell you the story. 

I had a father and mother as good as the average, but 
they died when I was young, leaving me to battle with 
the world alone. For some time I struggled against odds, 
always missing something that I did not then understand, 
though now I know it was love and sympathy. No one 
loved me. No one excused me when I was bad, no one 
cared when I was good, no one sympathized in any of my 
undertakings. 

I soon became bitter at heart and had ugly feelings 
toward many around me. 1'hen I took to drink as the 
only way to attain bravo and happiness. Soon the time 
came when I could get no work. I sought high and low 
for it, but it seemed as if every hand was turned against 
me. Finally I snapped my fingers at all the conventionali
ties of life and took to tramping, begging when I was 
hungry, and my clothing so worn that I had to have more. 
Once, on a very cold day,. I stole a pair of shoes, was 
arrested, and found myself in jail. Even I, a tramp, felt 
the disgrace for a time, but no one spoke kindly to me 
and I grew more callous than ever. 

After leaving jail I became more and more reckless. 
Sometimes I begged money, pretending I had a sick wife 
or starving children at home, or that I was stranded far 
from home and wanted to get there; then I spent what 
I collected for drink. I became so repulsive in appearance, 
so dirty and ragged, that I couldn't have got work then 
if I had tried. 

One night I had a terrible fight with a fellow tramp. 
He sprained my wrist and I left him in a field for dead. 

The horrible deed sobered me and I can never describe 
the feelings of fear and remorse that took possession of me. 
I walked all night, trying to put distance between mvselt 
and the stricken one. At the first faint gleam of morning 
I crept into an old forsaken barn and hid there all day. 

When night came I again crept out and took a look 
around me. I found I was in the suburbs of some city. 
I then went from door to door begging food. I was re
fused again and again, and sometimes had doors slammed 
in my face. I became so angry that I felt I could kill 
them all, if I had hut the chance. 

At last I rang the bell of a modest-looking house, and 
said, when a woman came to the door: "For God's sake, 
give me something to eat. I haven't had a mouthful all 
day." 

"For God's sake?" she repeated, reverently. "Yes, I 
will do it for His sake, and for yours, too. He is your 
Father as well as mine, poor man. Just wait a minute," 
and she went into the house and closed the door. As I 
stood out there waiting, I laughed to mvself at the idea 
of heing a brother to a soft, tender-looking woman like 
that. 

She soon returned with two slices of new, home-made 
bread, and I could see that it was well buttered, and that 
a great piece of juicy beefsteak was reposing between. She 
also held a large square of ginger-hread toward me, and 
a great red apple. 

I slipped the last into my pocket, and, taking the ginger
bread and sandwich, said: "Would you mind me eating 
these things in your vestibule? It is so cold outside." 

"Yes, it is stinging cold," she said, "come right on into 
the sitting-room." 

It was a beautiful place in there, soft carpet on the 
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floor, pictures on the walls, cushioned chairs and a couch, 
a desk and a bookcase with glass doors well stocked with 
books, and a center table in the middle of the floor with 
a bright-looking cover on it. Heat was coming up through 
a register and a red-shaded lamp threw a ruddy glow over 
everything. "Oh," I thought to myself, "if I could live 
in a place like this, I should think that I was in heaven." 

Then she spread a newspaper over one side of the round 
table, went into another room and brought in a china 
plate and a silver knife and fork. 1 was almost paralyzed. 
1 hardly had strength to lay my food on the plate. 

She went out again and returned with a dish of smoking 
baked beans, a cup of cocoa, and a napkin so pure and 
white that I was afraid to touch it. Then she sat down, 
and looked over the evening paper. 

I thought I ought to say something to express my grati
tude, and I blurted out: 

"You've no idea how good everything tastes to me." 
"1 would think so, if you have had nothing before to 

eat all day," she replied. 
"It has been a long while since anybody treated me as 

if I was a human," I continued. 
"Poor man!" she exclaimed, and then: "Will you have 

some more?" 
"If you pleace," I said, for I was so hungry it seemed 

I couldn't get enough. 
She went out and returned with a double portion. As 

she sat down before me, she noticed my hand, and asked 
about it. 

"It's nothing," I replied, "only a little sprain," and then 
it came to me, "but you thought it was something when 
you killed poor Jim." I never felt so mean and horror-
stricken in my life. I thought I would have choked trying 
to hide my feelings. 

"I wish I could do more for you," she said, as I slipped 
on my apology for a cap, and was passing out. "I'll give 
you a dime if you will promise not to spend it for drink.' 

"Madam, I'll give you my word on it," I replied 
eagerly. 

"And I'll take it," she said. "If too weak to stand 
alone, just ask God and He will help you," and she actu
ally stretched out her hand to shake hands with me. I 
was ashamed to give her my right hand, for I thought 
of the blood it had shed, so I gave her my left one, and 
then passed down the dark street, feeling utterly alone. 

J went hack to the old barn and spent the night there, 
and wrestled with myself and God all night. 

If I only knew I had not killed Jim I felt as if there 
might be some hope for me. I would try to be a man 
again. As soon as it was light I went back to where I 
left Jim. There were a few drops of blood partly sunk 
in the ground, but no Jim. Somebody had found him, I 
thought. Sorrowful, i tramped back to the city where 
the good lady lived. I didn't reach there until the next 
morning, but the first person I saw was Jim standing on 
a front porch asking for something to eat. I could have 
shrieked with joy. I could have fallen on my knees and 
thanked God then and there, but I didn't. I just took a 
sneak down a back alley that Jim might not see me, for 
I knew to meet him might provoke another attack. 

When I had put what I thought was a long distance 
between us, I asked for food again and got a piece of stale 
bread this time. I remembered the dime in my pocket, 
and when I was about to pass a match factory I went in 
and invested my dime. 

The man was suspicious and asked if I wanted to set 
some barns on fire. 

"No," I replied, a little sarcastically, "for if I did I 
could do it as well with one match as with boxes full. 
I want them to sell again." 

"If that is it, I'll not stand in your way," said the man, 
and he made me up a goodly-sized paste-board box full. 

I took them under my arm and went from door to door 
trying to sell them, and I surprised myself I did so well. 
Some looked at me suspiciously and shut the door in my 
face, but almost everybody looked at me curiously as if 
it struck them comical to see a tramp at work. They 
would buy one box for two cents or three boxes for five 
cents. 

The money in my pockets soon began to jingle, and I 
wondered if my trousers were strong enough to bear such 
a load. Before noon I had sold them all, and went back 
and bought more. 

That night I went to a cheap lodging house and paid 
for a corner in a room to sleep in. The next morning I 
actually bought a cup of coffee and two hot, buttered 
rolls for my breakfast, after having washed myself clean 
and also trimmed off some of my whiskers. I now began 
to feel like another man. I went to the factory and 
bought four paste-board boxes full of matches, which I 
proceeded to sell from door to door. I found myself once 
again standing before the woman's, my good angel's, door, 
and wondered if she, herself, would come to the door. 

Yes, it was she, simply a little, gray-haired woman, but 
I saw she didn't recognize me, and I asked her if she didn't 
want to buy some matches. 

"I have plenty on hand," she replied, "but I suppose 
they'd come in use in time," and going into the house, she 
returned with a quarter and asked me if I could change it. 

"Yes, ma'am," I answered proudly, thrusting one hand 
into a pocket and bringing it up nearly full of dimes, 
nickels and pennies. 

"Why, you're doing splendidly," she smiled. 
"Pretty good, ma'am," I replied, "but I'm so cold. I 

ain't got a shirt to my name, nor stockings, and my coat 
is old and thin." 

"You will soon earn enough to buy them all," she said, 
"if you keep on. My daughter and I have nothing but 
what we earn. I often wish I were a man, so I could 
do more." 

My heart was full, then, to say unutterable things, but 
I didn't. I just took off my old hat to her and trudged on. 

That was thirty years ago, and now I own my home, 
and have $20,000 to my bank account. Of course, I did 
not make it all selling matches. I soon found out there 
were greater possibilities, and engaged myself as a travel
ing salesman. I have not spent money for anything 
foolishly. It has just been work and save. Sometimes I 
think of those two lone women in that little city home. 
They are there yet, the older one eighty years of age. 
They want for nothing, for God has prospered them, but 
once in a while a boquet of the choicest flowers goes there, 
and these women do not know where it comes from. If 
I ever see or hear of the faintest sign of want, some money 
will go there as mysteriously as the flowers, I am thinking. 

Sometimes I think of leaving them my all, if they out
live me, but then, if they don't need it, perhaps it would 
be better to leave it to found some sort of shelter or 
lodging place for such tramps as would reform gladly if 
they only had the opportunity.—The C. News. 

A Little Philosopher. 

Little Jimmy had been playing upstairs in the nursery 
while his mother was preparing dinner. All of a sudden 
his mother heard him falling downstairs, and ran and 
picked him up and asked him how he happened to fall 
downstairs, at which he replied: "I just caught my toe 
and fell, but it doesn't make any difference, because I was 
coming down, anyway." 

Do potatoes ever get dirt in their eyes? 
Does the neck of a squash need collars and ties? 
Are flowerbeds made up with blanket and sheet? 
And wee lady's slippers fit what kind of feet? 

—Selected. 
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United Lutheran Church to be Organized in Novem
ber in New York, 

On Thursday, November 14th, representatives of more 
than three quarters of a million of confirmed Lutherans 
will meet in New York formally to organize the United 
Lutheran Church in America. The Lutheran Church is a 
very old one in this country, dating back to 1619 in Canada, 
1639 in Pennsylvania, and 1643 in Manhattan, but its mem
bers are of such a liberty-loving and congregational type, 
and their original blood has come from so many European 
nationalities, that they have been slow to see the merits of 
centralized organization. 

" HISTORY OF SYNODS. 
Their first Synod was organized in 1748, and new Synods 

have been forming rapidly ever since. A Synod represents 
the congregations of a State or part of a State. In New 
York and New Jersey there are three Synods that will enter 
the United Lutheran Church. In Pennsylvania there are 
live or six, and so on. A general body covering the United 
States was organized in 1820, another in 1867, and a third 
in 1886. These are the three general bodies now coming 
together. For the last year and a half, they have been care
fully preparing for the coming merger, and next month will 
see forty-three Synods of the United States and Canada 
joined together. 

Every one of these Synods, and the three general bodies, 
The General Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
North America, The General Synod of the Lutheran Church 
in the United States, and the United Synod of the Evan
gelical Lutheran Church in the South, have voted singly 
and severally in favor of this move. A Joint Ways and 
Means Committee has been at work for over a year in pre
paring the legal and other details for the consolidation. 

The Committee has secured legislative enactment at Al
bany of amendments to the New York Religious Corpora
tion Law, favorable to churches of all denominations, and 
will probably take out its charter in the State of New York 
on November 14th under that act. 

DETAILS OF ORGANIZATION READY. 
A complete Constitution for the government of the new 

body and of all its boards has been prepared and has been 
adopted by all the Synods. This Constitution is acknowl
edged by all to reflect the faith, spirit and practice of the 
Lutheran Church. Its preamble invites and continues to 
invite all Lutheran Synods in America to join in the one 
general organization on this basis. The new boards of the 
Church will probably be chartered in the states in which 
they have their central office. These boards will probably 
be located in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pittsburg 
and Chicago. 

The union to be consummated represents the older parts 
'  of the Church. The Synodical Conference and Independent 

Synods still remaining outside this body largely represent 
the recent immigration to America beginning before the 
middle and continuing until the latter part of the nine
teenth century. 

The property value of the consolidated Church is over 
fifty-three millions of dollars with an annual expenditure 
for local up keep and salaries of between six and seven 
millions of dollars, and an annual expenditure for benev
olence and missions of about a million and a half dollars. 

This great combination of forces, which is a result of the 
celebration of the Quadricentennial of the Reformation, will 
vastly increase the efficiency of the Lutheran Church, and 
of Evangelical Protestantism in the United States. 

LAYMEN TAKE LEAD. 
The idea of unification was in the air. Everybody breath

ed it and pretty nearly everybody talked it. Among those 
who talked it chiefly were the laymen, and it was their 
persistency which brought about an action which had not 
been anticipated when that day's session opened. A Phila
delphia banker, an Ohio lawyer and a Lancaster, Pa., mer
chant were the trio. The whole business seemed providen
tial. The lawyer had an engagement in Washington and 
was going to look into the meeting only for an hour or so. 
The banker, the merchant and others came into the meeting 
for the morning. But somehow unification got the floor 
and an animated discussion followed. Some counselled 
more deliberation. The laymen said it can be done at once, 
and. being quite willing to see how a movement towards 
merging three vigorously going bodies and a score of active 
boards could be started so quickly the Committee voted to 
consider plans which might be presented in the afternoon 
session. Then things began to happen. A Committee on 
Constitution was authorized to be appointed by the presi
dents of the bodies concerned. The Church boards were 
requested to meet immediately and to present the ways and 
means of merging their practical interests. 

Developments since then have made it easily possible 
to reunite Synods which for a half century had been apart. 
The story of separation runs back into the first half of the 
last century. The General Synod was organized in 1820. 
When later un-Lutheran tendencies and practices crept into 
that body they caused a crisis and break two years after 
the close of the Civil War. A year later the General Council 
was organized, holding more vigorously to the teachings of 
the Lutheran Church as based on the Augsburg Confession, 
which is a direct product of the great Reformation of the 
sixteenth century. In the meantime the Civil War naturally 
caused the Southern bodies to withdraw from their brothers 
in the North and the progressive and fine-spirited Synod of 
the South was organized. 

UNION LONG DESIRED. 
These divisions have long been deplored and the reasons 

for them for a number of years have been disappearing. 
Always the Synods were desirous of reuniting, and gradu
ally they began to see things in the same light and to 
understand the teachings of the Church in the same way. 
Co-operating committees have been at work for twenty 
years. The Committee on the Book of Common Service 
after several years produced its work in 1917. Sunday 
School literature, charts and books and ministerial acts 
have been produced jointly, and boards and other depart
ments of the divided Synods were constantly in working 
fellowship. Separation became irksome and co-operation 
so necessary and logical, that it required but the enlightened 
and generous leadership which was at hand to prepare the 
way for a speedy and happy reunion. 

A new atmosphere and the new conditions caused by the 
great war have had something to do with the unification. 
All interested feel that forces must be united into one 
central ecclesiastical organization if the great moral and 
spiritual issues rising during the war and after are to be 
met successfully. And so nearly a million confirmed mem
bers of the Lutheran Church will presently be united into 
one body, and their several boards merged for great ef
ficiency in the conduct of the Kingdom's business. 

OPENING OF CONVENTION. * 
The convention will open on Tuesday morning with the 

three bodies meeting separately to wind up their affairs. 
The General Council will meet in Holy Trinity Church, the 
General Synod in St. James' Church, and the United Synod 
South in The Church of the Advent. 

On Thursday evening the bodies will go in solemn pro
cession to Holy Trinity Church for the common celebration 
of Holy Communion. The procession will be led by the 
Ways and Means Committee in which are the presidents of 
the three general bodies. To Dr. H. E. Jacobs, Dean of 
Mount Airy Seminary at Philadelphia, has fallen the honor 
of preaching the sermon at this first common communion. 
The presidents of the three general bodies—Dr. Theo. E. 
Schmauk, Dr. V. G. A. Tressler and Dr. M. G. G. Scherer, 
will officiate at the solemn function. Friday morning will 
be the first business meeting formally to consummate the 
merger. It will be held in the auditorium of the Engineers' 
Societies Building, West 39th Street. Dr. Theo. E. Schmauk, 
chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, will be the 
presiding officer and conduct the opening service. To him 
has been assigned the duty also of summarizing the history 
of the three bodies, especially since their approach toward 
unification. Greetings will be brought from many different 
parts of the country and diverse organizations. They will 
be received at the beginning of the meeting. 

The first business will be the election of the officers of 
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the general body. While much speculation is held as to 
who will be the man to head this large force of Lutherans 
In America. It Is Impossible to make any forecast. A num
ber of strong and able men are under consideration. 

The grand public ratification meeting will be held in the 
Auditorium of the Hotel Astor, Friday evening at 8 p. m. 
Representatives of New York State and New York City as 
well as Lutheran churches in New York will welcome the 
delegates. 

On Sunday, November 17th. a large mass meeting will 
be held in the Hippodrome. The center of the decorative 
scheme will be a gigantic bust of Martin Luther from whom 
the Lutheran Church takes its name. The speakers at the 
occasion will be the three presidents of the uniting bodies— 
Dr. Th. E. Schmauk, I)r. V. G. A. Tressler and Dr. M. G. G. 
Scherer. A mass choir has been preparing sometime to 
render an appropriate musical program. Similar meetings 
will be held on the same evening in the Academy of Music 
in Brooklyn, and in a large auditorium in Jersey City across 
the Hudson. 

MOST IMPORTANT RELIGIOUS EVENT IN AMERICA. 
It is difficult to over-estimate the importance of this 

event coming at a time like the present. It has been called 
the most important religious event in America this year. 
Whatever the truth of this statement may be it is entirely 
within the bounds of truth to call it the most important 
event in the history of the Lutheran Church in America. 

Indications are that the divided Lutheran Church is 
drawing together for greater common action. This merger 
brings the older bodies together. The Scandinavian bodies, 
numbering over (500,000, have been rapidly approaching each 
other. The three large bodies formed out of the large Lu
theran immigration of the middle of the last century—the 
Synodical Conference, the Iowa Synod, and the Joint Synod 
of Ohio, have already discussed the possibility of closer fel
lowship with promising results. There is every indication 
at hand that the Lutheran situation will resolve itself into 
three great groups representative of the linguistic and racial 
as well as the doctrinal interests of the Church in this 
country. At the same time there is every indication that 
these groups will act in many things in common. It means 
that Lutheranism in America is becoming a national force 
that will have to bo considered most seriously in the re
ligious work and future of the country. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
8. M. II. 

Now when prejudice controls altogether too many minds, 
it may be well, indirectly at least, to take notice of it, and 
emphasize the first and only proper name of our beloved 
Church, Evangelical. Among our Anglo-Americans we find 
quite indistinct ideas concerning our Church. For instance, 
an article in heavy type on the front page in the Portland 
Evening Telegram stated that the kaiser intended to abdi
cate, and enter a monastery as a Lutheran monk. The 
editor added the assurance that the Lutheran Church could 
find no place of refuge where he would be safe, as the pos
session of his body was one of the articles of peace. 

The Protestant Episcopal Church, the state Church of 
England, has the Brotherhood of St. Andrews, which con
stitutes a kind of monastic order. The Lutheran Brother
hood, organi/ed in Des Moines, is an entirely American 
institution, and about as far from monkdom as night from 
day. But so it is. And the first time I discovered this 
discrepancy in the knowledge of our history and our doc
trine among our Anglo-American fellow citizens, was in 
Salt Lake City, when I was there as a missionary. I intro
duced myself to the editor of Salt Lake Tribune, and asked 
permission to use the paper for my work. This he was 
very willing to let me do, as I worked against the Mormon 
Church. But hearing that I was a Lutheran missionary, 
he asked: "The Lutheran Church? Is that not a branch 
of the Catholic Church?" I of course informed him as po
litely as I could that our Church is the mother Church of 
the Reformation, and more stubbornly set against popery 
than any other Protestant denomination. 

Now, in view of this discrepancy I would suggest that 
our English Lutheran churches at their next annual meet
ing change the name in the charter so as to read: The Evan
gelical Lutheran Memorial Church, dropping the word 
English altogether. Our Augustana Synod dropped the 
word Swedish at the last meeting in Chicago, where I was 
a member in the Synodical Council. And it is not tejling 
tales out of school, that I made that suggestion in the 
Ccuncll. We are the Evangelical Church, with the word 
Lutheran added by our former enemies as a nickname. 
Of this nickname we never had reason to feel ashamed, and 
it Is not from that viewpoint I take it. But it is not correct 
In the first place: Swedish Lutheran, Norwegian Lutheran. 

Icelandic, German, Slavonic, English, etc., Lutheran. We 
are ONE Evangelical Lutheran Church, using many lan
guages in order the more effectively to preach the Gospel. 
We want to use the language that will best reach the heart 
of the hearers, bven if that so would be Volapyk. 

Of course these national designations have a history. We 
used the word Scandinavian, because in organizing the 
work both Swedish and Norwegian immigrants were to be 
ingathered. Then in order to refute the insinuation that 
we were a foreign Church, we used the word English to 
set us right in that regard. Now, I think, there is another 
issue: We must set ourselves right that we are the Evan
gelical Church, and that only. And as the slogan of our 
celebration read: The Transformation of the Twentieth 
Century, so we must take the lead in that transformation, 
or lose our position in the phalanx of Christ. The mother 
Church of the Reformation was indeed the leading factor 
in that mighty movement. Our Church must likewise be 
a mighty factor in the Transformation of this Century. So 
we emphasize the oneness of the Church, in spite of lan
guage divisions. And we emphasize the Evangelical both 
in our name and in our preaching and practice. Assar 
Lindeblad sings: 

"Ack, manskligheten raddas icke, 
om Kristus icke raddar den." 

And I would change it to read thus: 

"Ack, kristenheten raddas icke, 
om Kristus icke raddar den." 

"Are we not the chaps to do it?" 

A Page of History. 
C. J. BODE BO REN. 

Imperialistic and militaristic Rome, founded on force and 
maintained by force, had difficulty in securing and insuring 
a desirable patriotism in the conquered provinces. But it 
succeeded—for a time—in effecting an affected loyalty by 
the use of two special means. One was the Proconsul; the 
other the Commune. 

The Proconsul was the chosen delegate of the Senate, the 
official representative of the government, and served as the 
civil governor of the Province. The Commune consisted 
of the priests of the Province, who maintained a circle of 
religious duties and rites, which constituted the ideal bond 
of unity to hold the people together as a part of the Im
perial realm. 

The provincial administration organized the State re
ligion of the Emperors, introduced it into the provinces 
and supervised effectively its observance. The Proconsular 
province used the communal province in serving the Im
perial government. That is, the Proconsul enforced the 
Imperial decree that all loyal subjects must conform to the 
State religion and take part in the Imperial ritual according 
to the regulations framed by the Commune. 

When Christianity appeared in the Empire and the num
ber of the Christians began to increase, they also were re
quired to comply with the existing institutions. To insure 
patriotism and loyalty on their part as well, the Imperial 
policy imposed on them the same performance of religious 
ritual in the worship of the Emperors. As long as it was 
possible to consider the Christians as a harmless sect, they 
were tolerated. But as soon as their faith and conduct 
began to be suspected as inconsistent with loyalty to the 
State and reflecting on the policy of the government, they 
were persecuted. The best Emperors accordingly became 
the worst persecutors. 

It was therefore not insane vanity on the part of the 
Emperors that inaugurated the cult of Emperor worship. 
It was instituted as a means of securing the unity of all 
interests in the realm. They recognized that the spirit of 
religion was a far more unifying power than any legislation 
or force of arms could possibly be. But it must be one 
religion; and it must center in the State; and the Emperor 
was of course the visible symbol, or incarnation, so to 
speak, of the Empire. Hence he became the god of that 
political religion. But to hasten the amalgamation of this 
spirit in an Empire already showing great cracks, the State 
was reduced to the necessity of adopting stringent measures 
in spite of its earlier better intentions. Its policy, and the 
failure of that policy, made this inevitable. It proved to be 
a matter of life or death to make this policy effective, and 
as the wiser of the Emperors were not slow in recognizing 
this, they armed themselves with the harness of this form 
of idolatry. 

As stated above, the Imperial administration had not 
declared itself in opposition to the Christian teaching in 
the beginning, and it was in practice so conducted as to 
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give free scope to this or almost any other philosophic, 
social, or religious movement. But by the end of the first 
century of the Christian Era the government had already 
ranged itself definitely in opposition to the Christian 
Church. The loyalty of the Christians was accordingly 
tested by the one criterion recognized alike by public 
opinion and by government policy, vi*., their willingness to 
perform the ritual of the State religion and make offering 
to the Imperial God. the Divine Emperor. Those who re
fused to comply with this requirement were forthwith im
prisoned or condemned to death as traitors and enemies of 
the State. No other proof was sought; no investigation was 
made; no accusation of any specific crime was required; 
and there was no other trial. That short and simple pro
cedure was legal and complete. 

The age was also the worst period of so-called "delation." 
i. e., of prosecution by volunteer accusers on charges of 
disloyalty and treason. The empire was full, too, of paid 
spies and informers. The most trifling actions were liable 
to be twisted into acts of personal disrespect to the Emp
eror. A mere thoughtless word might be promptly seized 
upon and made the occasion of persecution: And if the 
speaker were found guilty he was at once outlawed and 
disqualified from participation in ordinary social life and 
trading, as such language was considered to be incompatible 
with the duties of a Roman citizen. "No man should be 
able to buy or sell, save he that hath the mark of the Beast." 
Beast." 

That is. the reasons for the persecutions were political 
and not primarily religious. The principle embodied in 
the Roman government came into conflict with the es
sential principles of the Christian faith. The structure of 
the former was also topheavy, resting on insecure founda
tions and leaning to its fall. The smallest change in the 
center of gravity was therefore attended with serious 
danger to the State and must be corrected at once. The 
Christians accordingly lived continually under the shadow 
of a great hatred which might break out at any time. They 
swam against the tide of popular prejudice and were always 
exposed to the ban of the Empire. For that Empire claimed 
sway, not only over the bodies and the property of all its 
subjects, but over their consciences and souls as well. Its 
demand was absolute obedience to its supreme lord,-the 
Caesar. 

And yet—there were no citizens so loyal and truly desir
able as the Christians, had the administration only been 
able to recognize the truth. Their faith was the only sal
vation of the Empire. Falsehood and gross injustice, greed 
and lust, slavery and the brutalizing effects of almost con
tinual war for material-ends, was rapidly undermining the 
foundations of Rome, while the faith of its Christian citi
zens contained in the fullest measure the truth which of
fered life and health, freedom and enduring strength, to 
the entire organism. But the persecuting power was not 
able to consider the tfcings that belonged to its peace. And 
so we read of "the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire," 
while out of its ashes rose the Phcenix of the triumphant 
Church. 

(The above consists exclusively of combined quotations 
from Bible Dictionaries and "The Letters to the Seven 
Churches," by Sir William Ramsey. Compare also the 
latest papyrus discoveries.) 

The Lutheran Brothrehood (Why Not Sisterhood 
Also?) After the War. 

J. A. NORDLING. 
We in our Augustana Synod should make the Lutheran 

Brotherhood constitute a power that would wield its influ 
ence in combating the evil inroads of worldly societies, that 
are now gaining our people because they ofTer sick benefits 
and other benefits that we as a church do not offer. 

But we could form a very strong organization, which 
might save the future generation, at least, from this evil. 
It is to be deplored that we as a church have not done 
anything to prevent this calamity which, we must admit, 
is upon us. We know by this time whither we are drift 
ing. A Lutheran Sisterhood could also be organized. 

We can have an organization that could offer the best 
privileges. Each local brotherhood could constitute "the 
lodge" for want of a better name. Being united with the 
societies of the larger churches, even small churches could 
have their society, no matter how few they are in number. 

Many an organization in our church could be easily dis
pensed with, if we had such an organization. 

It is little to be wondered at that our people look for some 
kind of protection when there is sickness in the family, 
and we must admit that the world is very wise when it 
pertains to mere bodily protection. As long as we are here 

below it is also our duty to help one another in temporal 
as well as spiritual matters. 

There are many church members who would much rather 
belong to a sick benefit society in the church than to one 
not affiliated with the church. Many could be gained for 
the church who are now led to think that if they belong 
to a lodge that offers sick benefit there is no need of church 
membership. They all feel that they cannot serve two lords, 
and their fellow lodge members are even hostile toward the 
church. 

The Church of Rome has been wise enough to keep her 
members and offer benefits in cases of sickness and death 
within the confind of the Church. Why cannot we? 

It is not against the spirit of Him who offered help to 
both body and soul. 

"A Way Station to "Over There." 
REV. W. C. Scuaefkkb, JR.. 

Secre ta ry  E as t e rn  D iv i s i on .  Na t i ona l  Lu the ran  Commission. 
"Born in America?" "What's your business?" These 

simple questions, asked in so conventional a tone as not to 
awaken a suspicion of personal affront, practically consti 
tute the immigration test from this side into Canada. 

The meaning of this can be appreciated by those who in 
recent years have gone through the grueling of crossing 
national frontiers in Europe. For more than a generation 
those boundaries have bristled with guns and frowned with 
fortresses; and every man who crossed was challenged as 
to his life-time's antecedents, and his luggage was subjected 
to a microscopic inspection. "U. S." was the epigramatic 
summarization with which the immigration agent turned 
me over to the customs' official and this latter did not even 
take the pains to look into my bag. 

In the seat in front of me, however, there was a passenger 
who fared more poorly. The dusky skin, the broken accent, 
the clumsy pack containing the personal effects, the num
ber of children all of about the same age (none of whom 
betrayed any very recent acquaintance with soap and 
water) that clambered about the aisle like ants over an 
anthill, all indicated the foreign extraction. 

"Where are you from?" began the bombardment. 
"Memphis." "How long have you been in the States?" 
"Sixteen years." "Naturalized?" "No." "Where is your 
home?" "Turkey." "Are you a Christian?" "Yes." "Have 
you any money?" "How much have you?" "Let me see it." 
Instinctively I felt relieved when the questionaire ad
vanced from the things of the man's ancestry to the things 
he could control and for which he was responsible. The 
passport proved acceptable; but a strict record was made 
of the information gained. 

Dominion Day was being observed in Canada, correspond
ing somewhat with our Fourth of July. Twelve hundred 
troops had been sent over from the States in celebration of 
the day. Everywhere their appearance evoked the enthusi
asm and acclaim with which the Canadian contingents, 
the Blue Devils from France and the Anzacs have been re
ceived among us. The youthful appearance, the physical 
fitness, the fine bearing of the Americans elicited unstinted 
praise from all quarters. 

Their presence was hailed because it was felt to be the 
visible bond of the cemented relationships between the- two 
great North American countries. A striking example to 
the whole world is the four thousand miles of boundary 
between two such powerful peoples, along the entire length 
of which no soldier has been on guard for years. The 
world will never be made safe until the great Christian 
nations become actuated by the same motives, cherish the 
same ideals, and work together for the constructive pro
gram of universal uplift and well-being that alone can pre
vent reversion into the stygian and primeval night of 
savagery and barbarism. 

Several years ago, it will be remembered, Canada refused 
to rectify the reciprocity pact of free trade generously prof
fered by the United States, but certainly there is no dis
crimination today against the use of perfectly good Ameri
can money. With us a Canadian dime stands small chance 
for circulation except when dropped into the collection 
basket or furtively passed to the street car conductor. But 
the American dollar is at a premium everywhere today, and 
Canada seems well pleased that her denominations are dol
lars and cents rather than sovereigns and shillings. 

The first man with whom I talked on the streets of 
Montreal said to me: "If you want to guage rightly the 
temper of the Canadians in the time of war, you must bear 
in mind in forming your estimate that we have been in
volved already for four long years, and that there is not a 
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life among us that has not been touched more or less In
timately by Its losses, and scarcely a home that has not been 
Invaded by the casuality lists. At the beginning of the war 
my own brother was fifty-one years of age and enlisted as 
thirty-eight. Two years later he died of wounds received 
in battle." 

And in this country we will soon have to Inure ourselves 
to sights that make so pitiful the life of the stricken, bleed
ing countries of Europe. The swagger-stick of the young 
soldier serves a very different purpose when instead of 
lending merely a natty appearance to the bearer, it sus
tains his weight as he moves—a broken and pathetic figure. 
The spirit of such men. though, is not broken; and their 
wounds are accounted the badges of honor that excel all 
outward decorations. Pour le merits is written all over 
their bearing and expression. 

One can steel one's self pretty well to everything except 
the sight of blinded men. The blank expression of sightless 
orbs; the grooves chiseled through fine features by the 
lines of pain; the hopelessness of bleak resignation; the 
"stare straight ahead of an unwinking emptiness" reveal 
in full thd horrors of war. 

The greatest language schools in the world are the streets 
and shops and public buildings of centres where many 
nationalities are assembled to make up a population. In 
Switzerland, French, German and Italian are the languages 
used Indiscriminately as commonly as English is with us. 
In Belgium all public notices and proclamations formerly 
uniformly were announced and published in three lan
guages. People in Montreal revert from English to French 
and vice versa as naturally and with as little effort as the 
most of us experience in the use of one language. The 
knowledge of languages and facility in the use of them 
greatly enrich the life — and constant contact makes the 
acquisition comparatively easy. 

The problems in bi lingual communities will all be solved 
if the double tongue will be twice ruled by the law of kind
ness, and express and convey out of the treasury of a good 
heart that which ennobles life. But be it remembered 
among the communities of foreign born in our land that 
the test of loyalty and devotion to one's native land upon 
removal to America, is not the retention of the manners, 
customs, dress and speech of the home land, but the contri
bution always and everywhere of its lofty sentiments and 
pure ideals alone that can be built into the fibre and sinew 
of the character of this new land. 

The same truth applies equally to the inarticulate speech 
of the spirit and the language of the unseen. The greatest 
school of Theology in the world is that whose system of 
the Knowledge of God is organized in the active prayerful 
use of the vast resources of God in meeting men's deep 
needs, and in giving expression to the best in the life from 
&bove. LUTHERAN BUREAU, INC. 

Who Cares for a Sick Soldier? 
All the world loves a soldier. It isn't far wrong to change 

the saying thus. For romance and love have always been 
part of the soldier's profession and are so again to-day—as 
Cupid and the jeweller know. Romance goes with the 
soldier because he is manly and brave and strong, because 
there is the light of daring in his eye and the mark of 
conquest in his swing. But who cares for a sick soldier? 
He is an anomaly, an object of pity not of pride, shorn 
of the thrills of his profession, not a hero but a mortal. 

Uncle Sam cares for the sick soldier. In the first place, 
to be a soldier seems to be a guarantee against sickness. 
There are proportionally fewer soldiers sick than civilians. 
That is not due to the superstitious Use of amulets and 
bitter portions as were familiar to the legions of Rome and 
the mercenaries of the Middle Ages. The soldier's life 
to-day is a healthy life, healthier than the life of most 
young men at home. Good food and a lot of it. sufficient 
sleep, regular exercise and outdoor life with none of its 
real hardships and all of its advantages, what better way 
is there to robust, joyous health! 

Hut the boys do get sick, proportionately few, in the ag
gregate many. Some of them die. Uncle Sam cares for 
his sick soldiers and sailors and marines. 'Comparatively 
little is known of this. Still it is worth knowing. The 
hospital service under the surgeon-general is to-day a re
markable organization. There are hospitals in connection 
with each of the camps. In addition great hospitals have 
been erected at the embarkation points to take care of 
thousands. Many private institutions have been taken 
over by the government for the duration of the war. 

Recently I visited Base Hospital No. 1 in the embarka
tion zone of the Port of New York. In general it resembles 
an army camp, long rows of barracks, as alike as two peas 

in a pod. However, it isn't as crude as the average camp. 
The buildingB are painted a pleasant green, concrete walks 
connect one with the other. There is a sucessful attempt 
too of beautifying the grounds with flowers and shrubs. 

The first place to see is, of course, the Red Cross build
ing. In the hospital it serves the place held by the Y. M. 
C. A. in the camps. As it was Sunday afternoon the build
ing was crowded to overflowing. Sick soldiers in their 
white hospital garb, most of them pale and thin, some of 
them moving slowly on crutches, were chatting with fa
thers and mothers and friends and sweethearts and young 
wives whose rings were still shining with the polish of 
the jeweller. It was a scene worth remembering. The 
large room was crowded, many seated, most of them stand
ing or moving back and forth. Through the low windows 
the sun rays were flitting back and forth. And within 
there was sunshine, the sunshine of friendship and sympa
thy and hope. Stranger smiled at stranger as though they 
were kin. Over there is a group of "chocolate soldiers" 
surrounded by the belles of San Juan Hill. Each has a 
rose pinned on his coat, in their hands are cigarettes, they 
are gleefully munching sweets. They are from Tennessee. 
Hut they wouldn't take the whole state of Tennessee for 
Base Hospital No. 1. 

The barracks are one story buildings, finished inside 
with composition boards. They are very light and airy 
and scrupulous clean. In front of each is a large open 
air porch. In the rear are the communicating aisles so 
that one can go from one to the other under roof and 
shelter. About 50 beds are in each barrack. 

Not only Uncle Sam and the Red Cross cares for a sick 
soldier. The National Lutheran Commission cares for him 
too. The hospital service is becoming ever more import
ant. In the camp the Camp Pastors visit the hospitals as 
part of their duty. In some camps a special man is spend
ing all or the greater part of his time at the base -hospital. 
In addition there are hospital pastors assigned to the many 
hospitals outside of the camp. 

The sick soldier is happy when the pastor comes. He 
is thankful for his visit and word of welcome. He is 
thankful for his pastoral ministration. There are many 
incidents that show how much it means for these men to 
know that they are being thought of. It touches their 
heart. One incident is worth reporting. It is told by a 
hospital pastor. He says: 

"Tw ji last week I was called to the hospital to give 
Communion before an operation. The one boy's mother 
lived in Oshkosh, Wis. He knew no one here in the East. 
Just before he went to the operating table he made con
fession and received Communion. There was just the bed, 
curtained in from the rest of the ward, a little table, a 
chair and we two, pastor and boy. The rest of the ward 
was strangely quiet, for even the boys who care nothing 
for religion themselves, respect a boy* who does. Those 
who had occasion to walk up and down through the ward 
went quietly. There was just the murmur of our voices. 
What a solemn moment. And when we were through, how 
strangely relaxed and serene he was. He said, "Pastor, 
now I feel ready to go through anything." I left him full 
of courage with a last promise that I would look in on 
him that afternoon, and would immediately send word to 
his mother. This 1 did and once again the Church became 
the medium through which an anxious mother heard of 
the safety of her son." 

So far it is only "the sick soldier". Soon it will be the 
wounded, the blinded, the maimed soldier. And the ques
tion will come: "Who cares for him?" Uncle Sam in 
part. The Red Cross in part. Above all the church who is 
the ofllower of Him who sat one evening at sundown in 
Capernaum and around Him there came the sick, the 
maimed, the halt and He had compassion on them. 

L u t h e r a n  B u r e a u ,  I n c .  

Wounded Soldiers Great Readers. 
The first thing that a wounded soldier wants is a drink 

of water. The next thing he wants, nine times in ten, is 
a book. That the Americans are a race of readers has been 
proved in the military hospitals abroad, as well as in the 
base hospitals that have sprung up here at home. Nurses 
and doctors report that all sick and wounded soldiers de
mand reading matter, some as soon as they enter the hospi
tal, the others as soon as they know that they can get 
it for the asking. 

What kind of books do they read in the hospital? That 
depends on the individual, says Miss Miriam E. Carey, field 
representative of the hospital service of the American Li
brary Association. "To put a man to bed does not change 
him fundamentally; he is the same man in most respects 
that he was before he took on his uniform and donned 
pajamas and a bath robe. If he is an educated man with 
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a taste for books he will want something to read as soon 
as he reaches the hospital, and in some cases he will antici
pate his feelings after his operation and will provide him
self with a book in advance." 

There is at least one case on record in a certain base 
hospital where a young lieutenant insisted on taking a 
book with him into the operating room. He had just reached 
a thrilling chapter in a detective story and he was afraid 
that someone else would get the book before he was out of 
the ether. When consciousness began to stir in him again 
his hand went groping over the counterpane. The nurse 
was a wise and sympathetic woman. "Here it is. Lieuten
ant," she said. "Be good now and we'll let you read a little 
tomorrow." 

"A sick officer," says Miss Carey, "is usually a very un
happy man. What he wants at first is entertainment, dis
traction. He wants a detective story that will fairly raise 
his hair. He sends word to the librarian to that effect. 
He may be a man who enjoyed the higher classics, but 
just at this point he needs the 'Hound of the Baskervilles.' " 

It is the same with the enlisted men. What they want 
first is something to" make them forget the pain and dis
comfort of their aching bodies. A man lying all day looking 
at his bandaged leg elevated at an angle of sixty-five de
grees, his foot attached to a trolley wire and loaded with 
sandbags, wants nothing more difficult to assimilate than 
Sherlock Holmes or the works of O. Henry. Later on he 
will call for something more serious. Most soldiers want 
to read books on the war. A very large number want to 
study, and technical books are in lively demand in hospi
tals. 

"A man's state of mind has much to do with his reading," 
reports Miss Carey. "He may be disappointed, he may be 
anxious about his family. He may be afraid they are going 
to foreclose the mortgage. He may be merely homesick." 
What would you like to read to forget homesickness? If 
you have such a book send it to the American Library Asso-
siation. If you haven't the book give its price when the 
big welfare drive starts on November 11. $3,500,000 of the 
$170,500,000 to be raised goes to the War Library Service 
of the Library Association. 

One hundred forty-nine hospitals and Red Cross houses 
have already been equipped with libraries, and nowhere 
have the books been more eagerly read. A man in hospital 
will read more than he ever did before in his life. He will 
get the reading habit if he did not have it when he was well. 
No matter where he begins he will usually end by reading 
real literature. The librarian makes it h£r business to in
troduce good books into the wards. She comes in at regular 
intervals wheeling her well loaded book wagon, stopping at 
each bedside and letting the men browze and select at will. 
She talks books with sick men, and gets from them the 
kind of reading they prefer. The next time she visits the 
wards she has exactly what each one asked for. That is 
why money as well as books is asked for. Money is neces
sary in order to give the books that are needed when they 
are wanted. 

"Every hospital," says Miss Carey, "needs books in simple 
English, for in our army there are many illiterate and un
educated men who cannot read the ordinary adult literature. 
The books that were given in the last drive did not include 
many so-called boys' books. These books are very much 
needed in hospital libraries to meet the needs of the un
educated. 

"Books in foreign languages are needed greatly. There is 
nothing more pathetic than a sick soldier who cannot read 
English, and our army has some who can scarcely speak it. 
Books are called for in French. Italian. Spanish, Russian 
and Greek. Text boks are wanted, including primers and 
readers, for even in the hospital there are occasionally 
men who will want to learn to read." 

Statement by the Intercollegiate Prohibition Associa
tion Regarding World-wide Prohibition Campaign. 
"The Intercollegiate Prohibition Association believes that 

the approaching culmination of the campaign for national 
prohibition should be followed immediately by the launching 
of a united and world-wide crusade against beverage al
cohol. 

"It further believes that a conference of the representa
tives of the various missionary societies, the Young Men's 
and the Young Women's Christian Associations, and all 
other church bodies which function internationally should 
be held with the representatives of the temperance and 
general reform groups of this and other lands. It is con
vinced that such a conference is absolutely essential to the 
early success of the campaign for world-wide prohibition. 

"The Intefcollegiate Prohibition Association takes occa
sion to offer the above suggestion because In any such world 

movement, and as one item of the general program, im
mediate appeal should be made to the colleges and univer
sities in order that the trained leadership be secured neces
sary to the triumph of so comprehensive and vast an en
terprise," Very sincerely yours, 

MA K K  R. SH A W , Secretary. 

Woman's Work in the War. 
The work of women in the great world crisis is becoming 

more and more recognized. A woman writer in the World 
Outlook gives the following picture: 

Before the war the United States had in industry 86 men 
to 14 women. England had 75 men to 25 women, while 
Germany's ratio was 80 to 20. At the present time our 
country has 10,000,000 women and girls in gainful occupa
tion. In Japan 56 per cent, of all factory operatives are 
women, and India reports that in Bombay alone 22,000 
women are employed in cotton mills. 

England quickly found that the woman who charges the 
shell is as valuable to the country as the maq who dis
charges it, and she honors the thousands of earnest workers 
who have flocked to what one of our colored friends calls 
the "mutilation" factories. Canada has 5,000 employed as 
bank clerks with commensurate advance in other lines. In 
France women are saving the country as absolutely as the 
men, 450,000 are making munitions, they are carrying on 
agriculture and viticulture as well as factory and shop 
work; 70,000 are with the Red Cross, of whom 6,000 serve 
in the firing zone. In Russia the increase of women in 
technical industries is 74 per cent. The Italian War De
partment employs 75,000 women and in civil activities they 
are doing distinguished work. Spain, too, is moving, her 
long repressed women struggling out wherever possible, with 
notable achievements in literature and education. 

And it is all leading to unity among the nations. It is a 
most heartening sight, this swinging forward of the great 
reserve, that half the world so long jokingly described as 
the better half, but treated as a most inferior fraction. As 
women come out from their age-long isolation and learn the 
comradeship of mutual service, so shall we come nearer to 
the federation of nations. 

This vast new army of women who work will mean better 
health for the world, now that the housewife is becoming 
the city-wife, too, and learning that a clean city is essential 
to a clean home. The woman who saves chicken fat, suet 
and bacon grease at home will not be willing that her city 
lose hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of garbage a 
year. She is learning to save for the community as well as 
for the home. H. W. E. in Lutheran. 

Lutheran Social Centers in Seaport Towns. 
Rev. W. C. Schaeffer, Jr., Eastern Field Secretary of the 

Naional Lutheran Commission was in Baltimore, Tuesday, 
October 1st to organize the Lutherans in Baltimore to 
open a social house for the soldiers, sailors and marines 
similar to the house that is being operated at 312 W. "2nd 
street. New York City. 

Rev. Schaeffer reports that he succeeded In forming a 
strong committee, and that the committee has already tak
en steps to secure a building and that Baltimore will be 
supplied in the near future. 

Rev. J. A. O. Stub, Executive Secretary of the National 
Lutheran Commission was in Philadelphia during the 
week of September 30th to organize the Philadelphia Lu
therans to open a school building for the use of the great 
number of sailors and marines at that naval port and the 
soldiers that come there from surrounding camps. The 
Priladelphia Lutherans, especially the women, have taken 
a hold of the idea with great enthusiasm. They are plan
ning to have Philadelphia in line in a very short time. 

At present practically every important seaport town 
along the Atlantic seashore has a Lutheran social centre. 
Part of them are conducted by the National Lutheran 
Commission, part by the Lutheran Brotherhood. One has 
been begun by the Missouri Synod. The Lutheran Church 
is the only church body which has any organized system 
of social centres to provide a home for the soldiers and 
sailors when they are on leave. 

Lutheran Bureau, Inc. 

English rector (to parishioner): Good morning, Thomp
son. I hear you have a son and heir. 

Parishioner* Yes, sir; our household now represents the 
United Kingdom. 

Rector: How so? 
Parishioner: Why, you see, I am English, my wife's Irish 

the nurse is Scotch, and the baby wails. 
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AMONG THE 
R e v .  Nimrod Ebb. Bristol, Conn., 

has been called to the Compton-Bal-
samlund charge of the Red River Val
ley Conference. 

R e v .  V. E .  Holmstedt, Manhattan, 
Kansas, has been called to Spooner 
and nearby places in the Red River 
Valley Conference. 

R e v .  J .  P .  Warner, Marshalltown, 
Iowa, has accepted a recent call to the 
Ortonville-Milbank-Odessa charge of 
the Minnesota Conference. 

" F o x e s  that Spoil Our Vineyards" 
is a little book published by Mr. Fre
derick Nordquist. The book is good 
and deserves to be read by both 
young and old. It is most heartily 
recommended. M. C. Ranseen. 

T h e  G u s t a v u s  Adolphus Church, C h i 
cago, III., Rev. J. N. Brandelle, pastor, 
lifted an offering of $1,027.00 on Sun
day, October 27, for the church treas
ury and for missions, schools and 
charity. 

T h e  N e b o  Church, Valley City, N. 
D., Rev. O. F. Domeij, pastor, has 
reduced the indebtedness of $4,000 on 
its property to $700. The Litchville 
congregation has improved its church 
by putting in an art glass window 
over the altar and a bell in the belfry 
to which latter one member contrib
uted $250.00. 

T h e  B e t h e s d a  C h u r c h ,  Chicago, 1 1 1 . ,  
presented the pastor, Rev. Carl J. 
Johnson, gifts to the value of $200.00 
before his removal to Joliet, III., to 
take up his duties as financial sec'y 
of the Illinois Conference Board of 
Charities. The congregation also 
subscribed $1,500 towards the reduc
tion of the debt on the institutions of 
which the Board is directly in charge. 

R e v .  A .  W .  Stark, for a number of 
years superintendent of the charitable 
institutions of the Illinois Conference 
at Joiiet, 111., and for the last few 
months engaged in temperance work 
in Minnesota, in the employ of the 
State Anti-Saloon League, has accept
ed a call to the Mayville-Ellery charge 
of the New York Conference. He will 
enter upon his duties there Sunday, 
November 17. 

T h e  F o l l o w i n g  C h a n g e s  i n  A d d r e s s  
of P a s t o r s  is announced: Peter Froe-
berg, Kenilworth, N. J., to 904 Main 
St., Brockton. Mass.; J. E. Shipp, Min
neapolis, Minn., to E. 2317 Pacific ave., 
Spokane, Wash.; F. E. Olson (until 
further) 1918 W. Third St., Duluth, 
Minn.; F. G. Granquist, 1107 Sumit 
st., to 1055 Railroad ave., Hancock, 
Mich.; W. P. Anderson, Stronghurst, 
111., to 5041 W. 22 Place, Cicero. 111.; 
Chaplain A. Richard Hedstrom, Head
quarters 6th Bat. 20th Regiment, Eng., 
A. E. F. 

" S t u d e n t  F .  R o b e r t  A c s e l l ,  who has 
had charge of the work of our church 
at Council Bluffs, Iowa, during the 
past summer, has accepted an invita
tion to continue his work there for 
the coming year. 

Although Mr. Acsell has not as yet 
entered the seminary he has shown 
his ability in church work and has in
deed met with success at Council 
Bluffs. The congregation there con
siders itself fortunate In securing Mr. 
Acsell at this time and it is greatly 
pleased with the results of his work." 

T H E  L U T H E R A N  C O M P A N I O N  

CHURCHES 
T h e  P r e s e n t  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r s  o f  

Immanbel Deaconess Institute, Oma
ha. Neb., are: Rev. F. A. Linder, 
acting superintendent; Deaconess 
Elna Johansson, sister superior and 
asst. treas.; Mr. Alfred Bloom, treas.; 
Rev. Jno. V. Carlson, field secretary; 
Rev. C. G. Bloomquist, associate pas
tor. 

The departments of the Institution 
are the following: Deaconess Home 
and Training School; Immanuel Hos
pital; Bethlehem Children's Home; 
Nazareth Home for the Aged and In
valid. 

T o  T h e  L u t h e r  L e a g u e s  o f  t h e  N e 
braska Conference. Permit me to call 
your attention to three motions passed 
at our recent annual meeting: 

1. We decided to raise $1,000 for 
our mission in China. It was under
stood that this money was to be raised 
this year. We must get busy at once 
if this is to be accomplished. 

The Leagues that failed to contrib
ute to the Luther College Fund last 
year, should send in their contribution 
to the college some time before our 
next convention. • 

2. We also decided to have the 
names and addresses of all our men 
in the service of the army and navy-
sent to Mr. Emil Linder, 3223 So. 23rd 
St., Omaha, Neb. We agreed to give 
this information to Mr. Linder as soon 
as returned home or as soon as the 
addresses could be secured. Hope we 
have had no slackers in this matter. 
It will mean very much both to our 
good men and to our Leagues to have 
this motion complied with. 

3. It was further decided to have a 
corresponding secretary elected by 
each local league. The name and ad
dress of this secretary should also be 
sent to Mr. Emil Linder, who is our 
conference corresponding secretary. 
We will not be able to get the follow-
up system into working order before 
Mr. Linder receives the names and ad
dresses of these secretaries. 

Kindly see to it that each and every 
local league acts on all these motions. 

C .  G .  B l o o m q u i s t .  

R E V .  G U S T A V U S  P E T E R S ,  D . D .  

Rev. Dr. G. Peters, senior pastor in 
the Augustana Synod, both in age and 
service, died in his home in Rockford. 
111., last Saturday, October 26. He 
was born January 4. 1832, in Asheda. 
SmAland, Sweden, and had he lived 
until next January he would have been 
87 years old. 

Pastor Peters has had an interest
ing career. In his youth he prepared 
himself for the calling of teacher in 
the common schools of Sweden, gradu
ating from the Teachers' Seminary in 
Kalmar and afterwards teaching until 
1857, when he entered the Fjellstedt 
school, at that time located in Stock
holm. For a short time he was in 
charge of the Ahlberg school at Ahls-
borg, Smftland, from which so many 
of the early pastors of our Synod 
came. In 1859 Peters emigrated to A-
merica. arriving in Chicago in August 
and insisted Rev. Erland Carlsson. 
who was pastor of the Immanuel 
church. The same year he was given 
a preacher's licence by the Synod of 
Northern Illinois, and at the organiza
tion meeting of the Augustana Synod 
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at Clinton, Wis., the next year he was 
ordained to the holy ministry, Sunday, 
June 10th. 

Dr. Peter's first charge was the First 
Lutheran church, Moline, 111., where 
he staid three years. In 1863 he ac
cepted a call to the First Lutheran 
church, Rockford, 111., continuing as 
pastor there until 1886. The follow
ing two years he was pastor of the 
Lutheran church at Lincoln, Neb., and 
then of the Bethesda church, York, 
Neb., until 1894, and then for about 
two years he was again pastor at Lin
coln. In 1896 we find him again in 
Rockford. having charge of the church 
at Belvldere, 111., for several years. In 
1900 Pastor Peters is again in York, 
Nebaska, as pastor of the Bethesda 
church, but since 1902 he has been 
making his home in Rockford, 111. 

R e v .  G .  P e t e r s ,  D . D .  

I 
While having retired from active 

service in charge of a congregation at 
this time, pastor Peters was however 
not inactive for until quite recently 
he has served as acting pastor suc
cessively of the churches at Kirkland, 
Pecatonica, Rochelle, and Oregon, all 
in Illinois, even though he for a num
ber of years has been totally blind. 

During his many years of service 
in the Synod, from 1860 to 1918, Dr. 
Peters has held numerous positions of 
trust. He has served as secretary of 
the Synod and as chairman of the 
Publication Soc'y, and also as confer
ence secretary and president. He has 
been member of school and charity 
boards and of song book committees. 
"Barnvannens Lyra" and "Hemlands-
s&nger" are in part due to his work. 
In 1910 Augustana College gave him 
the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. 

We shall make no effort to char
acterize this venerable father in 
Christ and his labors. It is sufficient 
to say that he belonged to those pious 
and sturdy pioneer preachers that did 
so much to shape the early course of 
our Synod. He was a straight for
ward powerful preacher of the law 
and gospel, an indefatigable worker 
both as a preacher and pastor. The 
lasting external monument to his 
work in Rockford is the large and 
handsome structure of the First Lu
theran church built in 1883 while he 
was pastor there. 

The last of the pioneers who organ
ized the Augustana Synod in Chicago, 
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111., and at Jefferson Prairie, Wis., 58 
years ago, has passed into the great 
beyond after a long and faithful serv
ice. The fruit of their unselfish labors 
is still visible in the Synod of to-day 
which has been built up on the founda
tion laid by them. May their labor of 
love and sacrifice for Christ and His 
Kingdom be a constant inspiration to 
us of a younger generation who are 
building on the same foundation to 
make our Synod, by the grace and 
power of God, ever larger and strong
er. 

OUR INSTITUTIONS. 

Your brother made a brave struggle 
and I assure you that when he was 
not suffering intense pain, he was a 
very cheerful patient. 1 saw him 
several times a day and became very 
fond of him, as did many of the pa 
tients. The doctors and nurses did 
for him everything in their.power. 
You have every reason to be proud 
of his record in France, though it was 
a brief one. 

Yours faithfully, 
C. W. Clash. Chaplain Base Hosp. 34." 

We express our sympathy with the 
sorrowing ones and hope that this 
great war may soon be victoriously 
won and ended. G. A. 

Wis., this week. The subscription 
committee meets every Friday for 
carrying this work forward in all parts 
of the conference. Kvery week brings 
encouraging reports. 

I M M  A N U  E L  D E A C O N E S S  I N S T I 
T U T E .  

O m a h a ,  N e b .  

I M  M  E M O R I A M .  
Sister Teckla. 

She is dead; she is no longer with 
us! 

Teckla K. Bengtson was born at 
Karreberg, Halland, Sweden, on July 
14th, 1872. She was baptized in in
fancy and confirmed at the usual age 
in her home church. At the age of 16 
years she emigrated to America, mak
ing Pittsburg, Pa., her home for a few 
years. 

About four years after her arrival 
in this country, a spiritual awakening 
arose within the Gustavus Adolphus 
congregation, of which she was a 
member. Theckla Bengtson was one 
of the erring children that returned 
to the heavenly Father at that time. 
The love of God, which sought and 
saved her, now constrained her to en
ter His service in some special way. A 
consultation with Rev. G. S. Swanson 
resulted in her final decision to be
come a deaconess. She applied for 
admittance to the Immanuel Deacon
ess Institute, Omaha, Nebr., and was 
received. The prescribed courses were 
finished and on Nov. 10th, 1910, she 
was officially set apart as a deaconess 
by the Rev. Lindberg, then superin
tendent of the Institute. 

Only briefly did she remain at the 
Mother Institution. An appointment 
to the First Lutheran church of Rock-
ford, 111., to serve the needy of that 
community, caused her to be absent 
from the home at Omaha during the 
remainder of her life, a few brief 
visits and vacations excepted. Seven 
years of faithful and efficient work 
did she lay down at this place. In a 
letter to the acting superintendent, 
pastor Seedoff pays the departed sis
ter a very high tribute. 

In 1916 Sister Theckla was given 
leave of absense to visit her aged mo
ther in Sweden. The world war de
layed her stay until this fall. On her 
way homo she made brief stops at 
Chicago and Itockford, arriving in ()• 
maha on the 12th inst., tired and very 
ill. Forty-eight hours after her re
turn she left for the real home. 

Rev. F. A. Hinder, our acting super
intendent, called on her a few hours 
before her departure, and to him she 
said: "I'm so satisfied, so satisfied to 
go." On the 16th she was buried in 
the beautiful Forest Lawn cemetary. 

We praise God for what He did for 
us and gave us through sister Theckla. 

* * * 
Sister Hulda. 

She also has left us! 
Hulda Maria, daughter of August 

and Helena Gronberg, was born at 
Vane, Sweden, October 19th, 1882. She 
also was baptized while a little babe 
and confirmed in the church of her 
home parish. 

In 1899 she left the land of her 
birth and came to America. The first 
few years in this country were spent 
at Providence, It. I. The Gloria Dei 
congregation and its pastor were in
strumental in bringing her back to 
God, whom she had left. From the 
time of her conversion she greatly 
desired to serve her gracious Lord by 
ministering to his needy children. She 

I would therefore urge that the people continue 
to give general support to their schools of all 
grades and that the schools adjust themselves as 
wisely as possible to the new conditions to the 
end that no boy or girl shall have less opportunity 
for education because of the war and that the 
Sation may be strengthened as it can only be 
through the right education of its people. 

WOOD ROW WILSON 

A U G U S T A N A  C O L L E G E  A N D  
S E M I N A R Y ,  

R o c k  I s l a n d ,  I I I .  
During this year the University of 

Lund, Sweden, where Dr. T. N. Has-
selquist prepared for the great work of 
his life, celebrates the 250l1i anniver
sary of its founding. Under ordinary 
circumstances there would have been 
great festivities, and representatives 
from the universities and colleges in 
all parts of the world would have been 
present at this occasion. On account 
of the war the celebration was only 
local; but the following greeting (in 
Latin) was sent out to universities 
and colleges, one of them being re
ceived by Augustana College and 
Theological Seminary, and reads in 
translation as follows: 

" T h e  R e c t o r  a n d  F a c u l t y  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L u n d .  

Greetings. 
Two hundred and fifty years have 

now passed since the founding and 
dedication of the University of Lund, 
which occasion will be celebrated in 
this city with academic festivities on 
the 27th day of next September. But 
since, owing to the terrible condition 
of the present times we have no hope 
that there can be present at these 
festivities any representatives of 
foreign universities of learned socie
ties, so closely joined to us in the 
pond of study and research, no course 
remains open to us except to inform 
you by letLer of this our jubilee and 
to beg" of you that, while we engage 
in this celebration, you may honor us 
with your interest and best wishes. 

Lund, in the month of August 1918. 
J o h a n  C .  W .  T h y r e n ,  

Rector. 
w » # 

One of our students, Miss Edith 
Johnson, of Kewanee, 111., attended 
memorial services at her home in Ke
wanee, which services were held in 
memory of her brother, George John
son, who on August 26, 1918, died from 
wounds received in the great battle 
of Chateau-Thierry, where the Ameri
can troops made the first great and 
successful attack upon the forces of 
the enemy. Chaplain Clash writes as 
follows: 

"The burial Service was read on the 
afternoon of August 27. His body 
rests in the American cemetery No. 
88, Section B. Nantes, and the num
ber of the grave is 54. 

G U S T A V U S  A D O L P H U S  C O L L E G E ,  
S t .  P e t e r ,  M i n n .  

The Bible class for this schoolyear 
was organized last Sunday. 224 en
rolled at the first meeting. We expect 
to enroll 200 within a week. President 
Johnson is the leader of the class. 

The following of our boys have en
rolled in the seminary: A. C. Edstrom, 
*17; B. E. Holmes, '14; I>. E. Johnson, 
'18; E. (). Johnson, '15; John Larson, 
'18; J. II. Olson, '19; H. J. Yngve, '14. 
We are glad to be able to send so 
many during a war year. Alma Mater 
sends cordial greetings to her sons at 
Augustana. 

The Lutheran Commission has ap
pointed president Johnson as Camp 
pastor for the soldier boys of G. A. C. 

The health conditions at the college 
are good. A few light cases of influ
enza have occured but the patients 
have all recovered and no new cases 
have been reported for a week. 

M I N N E S O T A  C O L L E G E ,  
M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n .  

C. J. Johnson, former member of 
this board, died in his home in this 
city October lltli, after a long illness. 
Mr. Johnson was a warm lriend and 
supporter of Minnesota College. It 
was largely through his generosity, 
that it was possible to erect the Com
mercial building ten years ago. We 
shall miss him. The sympathy of 
the college family is extended to Mrs. 
Johnson and her three sons. 

A letter was received last week 
from Frederick Wifaerg, one of our stu 
dents, who is in France. Mr. Wiberg 
is still at the hospital near Paris, 
where he has been since last June as 
a result of wounds received on the 
firing line. We hope for his early 
recovery. 

Eleanor Wasielewski, one of our 
graduates, and a former member of 
the faculty, has reported for duty in 
New York preparatory to overseas 
service. Miss Wasielewski has the 
lienor of being the first Polish-Ameri
can girl to eqlist in the Polish Gray 
Samaritans, aii organiation of mercy 
founded recently by Countess Turcz-
novicz. Miss Wasielewski, who speaks 
the Polish, Slav and Czeeho-Slovak 
languages fluently, will go as a nurse 
to the war stricken countries. At 
the close of the war, she expects to 
take part in the reconstruction work 
in Poland. 

I)r. Victor J. Eastman, one of our 
graduates, is associated with the 
army medical work at Camp Green-
leaf, Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. 

The subscription work for the pay
ment of the "old debt" is being pushed 
vigorously and systematically. Rev. 
J. G. Hultkrans visited our congrega
tions at Sabylund and Little Plum, 
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sought the counsel of Rev. J. E. Mor
ton who advised her to become a dea
coness. . 

On March 9th, 1906, she was en
rolled in the school for deaconesses at 
the Immanuel Deaconess Institute, 
Omaha, Nebr. Her stay at this time 
was rather brief. In the fall of the 
same year she left for Sweden, where 
she remained for two years because of 
the illness of her mother. Upon her 
return she assisted for some time in 
caring for the children in our chil
dren's home at Andover, 111. 

On Febr. 10, 1910, she was again en
rolled at the Deaconess Institute in 
Omaha. Her consecration took place 
on Sept. 8th, 1915. She passed away 
on the 20th of October and was laid to 
rest on the afternoon of October 24th 
alongside of Sister Teckla in the still 
quiet Forest Uiwn cemetary. 

Sister Hulda has superintended the 
orphanage during the past four years. 
She manifested in all that she did a 
most tender love and sympathy, 
thoughtfulness, faithfulness and abil
ity. All the children looked up to her 
and loved her as a mother; and her 
big heart showered upon the little 
ones the real warm affection of a 
mother. Many a tear has fallen from 
the eyes of those motherless darlings 
because the good sister does not re
turn. It was so hard to see her go! 

« • * 
Though dead, they call these dead 

sisters do to you who are their sister 
in the faith, saying: "Oh, why do you 
not step in and continue the good 
work of the Lord, where we left off? 

If you do, you shall, as we did, at 
quitting time look back upon your 
wrork without regret that life's little 
day was spent in this service." 

C. G. Bloomquist. 

A N N I V E R S A R Y  F E S T I V I T I E S  A T  
W A T A G A .  

Our Lutheran church at Wataga, 111, 
was organized in 1853 by Itev. Prof. T. 
N. Hasselquist, D.D., then pastor at 
Galesburg, eight miles from Wataga 
The property valuation is low at $8,-
000. The church is very inviting. The 
parsonage is an up-to-date two story 
building, the gift of Miss Williamson. 
The church membership is 243. The 
efficient pastor is David J. Laurence. 

A neat little jubilee album in Eng
lish was gotten up by the pastor for 
this 65th anniversary, which was cele
brated October 11 13, 1918. The book 
opens with a modest preamble writ
ten by the pastor. Here are pictures 
of Jesus and Nicodemus, Luther, Has
selquist, the pastor loci, a goodly num
ber of the members of the church, 
church and parsonage, Dorcas soc'y, 
Ladies Aid and Sunday School, confir
mation exercises, church council, or
ganists, the pastor and his family, 
some of the former pastors, N. Nord-
gren, (). G. Herg, Alfred Nelson, dr L. 
G. Abrahamson, H. P. Ottoson, Joseph 
Hultberg, the undersigned, and Jesus 
engaged in prayer. 

The undersigned is the only one of 
the Wataga boys who entered the holy 
Gospel ministry. This is all the more 
to the glory of God, since my father 
was a poor man, and died without any 
worldly goods. Hut two of the young 
ladies of the church became pastors' 
wives, and Mary Anderson, the young
est daughter of "Adam and Eve", mar
ried the noted catechist, A. P. Nelson. 

My father and mother with four lit
tle boys, came overland from Molino 
to Wataga in 1856, settling in Spoone 

Timber, four miles S. E. of Wataga, 
remaining there six years. 

Those were days of small things. 
The members of the church were few 
and poor. My father drove borrowed 
oxen, going from house to house, in
viting people to ride in the ox-cart to 
meetings, then held in the little Wa
taga school house. The janitor was 
"Adam" Anderson, who was so intent 
on listening that, in winter, he forgot 
the fire, and only then would reach 
for the wood when he felt cold. 

Hospitality prevailed. "Adam and 
Eve" w-ould invite the pastor and the 
whole audience, of from 50 to 70 per
sons, to stay for dinner. And yet Mr. 
Adam Anderson was only a day- I 
laborer. 

The first church building was e-
rected in 1861, and destroyed by fire 
many years later. Mr. John Carlson, 
who died in Dayton, Iowa, solicited 
money and labor. My father, though 
always poor, always gave. A man, 

n, not a member, refused to give, 
though saying he could build the 
church alone. Mr. C. told him God 
could take away from him as much as 
the church would cost. Mr. n said, 
"I would like to see it." He had many 
hogs. Cholera ravaged among the 
swine, and when Mr. n footed up 
the entire loss it equalled the cost of 
the church, $2,050.00. 

Rev. Dr. Hasselquist preached in 
Wataga every other Saturday. Rev. 
dr. W. A. Passavant visited Wataga, 
his text being Joli. 10: 1—18. I ran 
the four miles in order to be on time. 
Hut I walked home with a heavy 
heart, not having understood the ser
mon. In daily conversation we use 
from 700 to 900 words. A pastor's 
vocabulary ranges from 2,000 to 9,000 
words. When I told mother how little 
1 knew she said, "Wipe off your tears. 
You are only a little boy. When you 
are ready to preach God will give you 
words and understanding. I dedicated 
you before you were born to be a 
mission worker and a preacher, even 
as Hannah dedicated her Samuel." 

"My mother". I could write a book 
about her. She read early and late. 
Her books were the Hible, the Cate
chism, hymn book, song book, books 
of sermons, Arndt's True Christianity, 
Soul's Treasury by Scriver, Baxter, 
etc. She prayed much. She sang ear
ly and late. 

Among lay preachers visiting Wa
taga 1 recall John Johnson, Hfikan Ol
son, A. P. Nelson, "Father Krans", 
the three Mattson brothers, Swenson, 
etc. Among the early settlers I recall 
the names of Anderson, Carlson, I>a-
nielson, Erickson, Gustafson, Johnson, 
Krans, Larson, Mord, Nelson, Olson, 
Nelson Chester, Williamson, and last, 
but not least, 13 miles away, the Ap-
pell family near Victoria. 

Our festivities came to an abrupt 
ending on Saturday, when those in 
authority, because of "the Spanish in 
fluensa", forbade public worship, on 
Sunday. This was sad indeed. 

Chicago did not forbid public wor
ship, but required ventilation and lim
ited the time to 45 minutes. The 
city fathers said, "The congregations 
need to meet in their respective 
churches to keep up the morale in the 
city." This is true. There is nothing 
like the Word of God to cheer and 
strengthen. 

Present at the Wataga celebration 
were among others, Rev. Alf. Nelson, 
Rev. N. Nordgren, pastors of the 
Galesburg mission district, and the un
dersigned. 

Rev. J. T. O. Duvell (Dowell), Wa-

taga's first pastor, is held in remem
brance by the first confirmation class, 
one girl and four boys. She is living 
at Wataga. Fred, the son of "Adam 
and Eve", lives at Binghamton, N. Y. 
The undersigned at this writing lives 
in Chicago, being 72 years young, 
never having need of glasses. 

The only son of Rev. Duvell is Prof. 
Philip Dowell of Port Richmond, N. Y. 
The two daughters are, Miss Lydia 
Dowell of Chicago and Mrs. Nordgren 
of Galva, 111. 

God has proven His strength in Wa-
taga's weakness. God's grace has been 
sufficient. God has proved His leader
ship. God has been sun and shield. 
God has supplied all Wataga's needs. 
And with festivities in Heaven await
ing, God says, "Behold, I come quick
ly, and my rewards with me. Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life, that fadeth not 
away. He that overcometh, the same 
shall be clothed in white raiment; and 
I will not blot out his name out of 
the book of life, but I will confess his 
name before my Father, and before 
h i s  ange l s . "  John  T e l l e e n .  

D E M O B I L I Z A T I O N  P E R I L S .  

Some people wonder wheth
er the $170,500,000 will all 
be needed if peace should 
come shortly. Dr. Mott's 
answer is that much more 

will be needed in any event, and that 
if the war were to end in a week it 
would take from one to two or more 
years to bring our boys back to this 
country. And this period of demobili
zation, he points out, would be the 
most perilous of all to the morals of 
the men. Relieved from the tension 
of the trenches, with less rigid drill 
and more leisure, the temptations 
would be far stronger than now, and 
the need proportionately greater to 
provide the athletic, educational, enter
taining and social means that would 
keep the men busy with wholesome 
and good things and out of the alluring 
evils. Never would demands upon the 
Y. M. C. A. and other agencies be so 
great, or the need of social and reli
gious and restraining influences be so 
urgent as in this period of relaxation. 

The social welfare work means not 
only work to keep the American sol
diers fit for the fight and at the top of 
health and efficiency, but also to bring 
them back home without shame or 
stain, ready for the highest type and 
service of American citizenship. 

The millions will all be needed, nev
er fear for that. And no matter how-
many more may be needed, no amount 
is too great for this ministry to our 
army and navy and the soldiers of the 
allies—a ministry of helpfulness and 
unselfishness and ready self-sacrifice 
such as the world has never seen be
fore. And the glory of it is that the 
support on the part of the American 
people has been voluntary such an 
outpouring of money from altruistic 
and patriotic motives as has no parallel 
in history. 

On with the drive! I>et us go over 
the top. Make it two hundred mil
lions, so as to leave a margin for emer
gencies! 

"Can you tell me," said the Court, 
addressing the candidate for naturali
zation, "the difference between the 
king of your country and the president 
of the United States?" "Yezzir," spoke 
up Ufuzzi promptly. "King, he got 
steady job." 

\ 
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A N  O P E N  L E T T E R  T O  A L L  
F R I E N D S  O F  P R O H I B I T I O N .  

The International Prohibition Con
federation. organized in London, Eng
land. in 1909, which held international 
conferences at the Hauge, Holland, in 
1911, and at Milan. Italy, 1913 — an
nounces a new program for world pro
hibition. 

The International Prohibition Con
ference with organizations in forty-
one countries, has been working in the 
United States and England during the 
period of the war. with conferences 
and correspondence with the rulers of 
the several nations, issuing bulletins 
periodically and The International 
Record regularly. 

Mr. Guy Hayler, of London. Eng
land, author of a number of books, 
traveler, student and lecturer, has 
been president of the organization 
from the beginning. Charles Scanlon, 
of Pittsburgh, Pa.. General Secretary 
of the National Dry Federation and 
the Presbyterian Board of Temper
ance, and Lieut. Edward Page Gaston, 
formerly of London now of New York, 
have been other general officers. 

A modest, but influential work has 
gone on through those nine years in 
creating sentiment and enlisting co
operation on behalf of this movement, 
until leading reformers in all coun
tries have become associated with it. 
A few of these are: 

Hon. R. Wavrinsky, a member of 
the Swedish Parliament for thirty 
years and International Electoral 
Superintendent of the I. O. G. ^T., Dr. 
Rafeal Rodrigues Mendez, of Spain. 
Dr. Francesco Ferrari, of Italy, Secre
tary of the 14th International Con
gress against Alcoholism, Dr. W. A. 
Chappie, M. P., London, author and 
lecturer.. Dr. Matti Helennius Sappa-
la, M. U.. of Finland, Mr. L. I^arsen-
Ledet, Editor, of Denmark, Prof. Ho-
bert Hercod. Supt. International 
Temperance Bureau, Lausanne, Switz
erland, Admiral Arturro Fernandez 
Vial, Chile, Rev. E. W. Twing of Chi
na, Rev. Archdeacon A. B. Boyce, Au
stralia, Hon. H. Vandervelde of Bel
gium. Dr. Augustin Alverez, Argen
tine, Vice President of the University 
of La Plata. Dr. J. B. Larceda of 
Brazil, and Rev. G. Dawson. New Zea
land, President Prohibition Federa
tion. 

Lieut. Gaston, reporter, lecturer and 
world traveler, has been engaged to 
begin work immediately. A represen
tative will shortly go to Central and 
South America and Charles Scanlon 
will go to Europe. Work is now un
der way in Cuba. Korea. Persia, China 
and Italy. Further details will be pub
lished as plans are developed. Enough 
funds are in hand to start the work 
in earnest. Attention will be contin
ued to work in the United States until 
ratification is accomplished after 
which the major efforts will be di
rected to other counties, especially 
where we have soldiers. 

The Confederation proposes co-oper
ation with all organizations at home 
and abroad, and believes that the sur
est way to make prohibition for Amer
ica permanent and effective is to 
reach out to the lands from which so 
many of our people come. We go in 
no patronizing spirit, but to tell what 
has been accomplished at home, how 
we did it and what the results are. In 
the accomplishment of this high task 
we desire and request the encourage
ment and support of all friends of pro
hibition. 

A  G R E E T I N G  T O  O U R  B O Y S  
I N  T H E  S E R V I C E .  

At the annual convention of the 
Jamestown District Luther League 
held in the First Lutheran church at 
Jamestown, New York, August 31 to 
September 2, 1918, a resolution was 
unanimously adopted, instructing the 
president and secretary, 'to send 
greetings to all our boys in the service 
of the Nation." That such greetings 
be sent through our various church 
papers. 

The president and secretary, by vir
tue of the above resolution, send the 
following address of greeting. 
F e l l o w  L u t h e r  L e a g u e r s ,  f r o m  t h e  

J a m e s t o w n  D i s t r i c t ,  i n  t h e  S e r v 
i c e  o f  O u r  C o u n t r y !  

"Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." 
(Phil. 1: 2.) 

You have shown your loyalty and 
patriotism by entering the military 
service of our country. God has called 
this nation to uphold the light of free
dom before the eyes of all mankind. 
That, dear friends, is your great mis
sion. May you go forth with unfalter
ing hearts to redeem all humanity 
from oppression, and to carry freedom 
and justice to the ends of the earth. 
We believe you will be true to this 
noble trust and thus fulfil your alle
giance to the stars and stripes. But, 
in this hour of high resolve and patri
otic devotion, do not forget that you 
have pledged faithful allegiance to 
your Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Forget not that sacred moment when 
you vowed, 'to be faithful unto the 
end. and, as Christ's followers, to walk 
by faith in a new life, so as to love 
God above all things and your neigh
bor as yourselves." 

As you have gone forth in the con
flict for freedom and humanity, God 
grant you the courage that comes of 
ideals and the strength of those 
whose hearts are pure. Remember 
you are representatives of Jesus 
Christ. Be sure that you do no dis
credit to His name! Neither by cow
ardice, by falsehood, by impurity, by 
levity, nor by selfishness. 

To the end that you might be true to 
all high and noble Ideals we at home 
are praying or you. And, in a spirit 
of true devotion to you and the Just 
cause of humanity, we will do all in 
our power for your comfort and sup
port until we can welcome you home 
again as victors in the strife by which 
you, under the hand of God.have been 
instrumental in making the world a fit 
place to live in. 
"Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 

are true, whatsoever things are hon
ourable, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure* whatso
ever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things." (Phil. 4: 8.) 

On behalf of the Jamestown District 
Luther League, 

R e v .  J .  V .  B e n s o n ,  
President. 

M i s s  M a r g a r e t  H o l m l u n d ,  
Secretary. 

BOOK REVIEW. 

K a t e c h e t i k  o d e r  D i e  L e h r e  v o m  
kirchlichen Unterricht. (Catechetics 
or Theory and Practise of Religious 
Instruction.) This highly instructive 
book, edited by Dr. M. Reu, Professor 
of Theology at Wartburg Seminary, 
Dubuque, Iowa, has been introduced 

as textbook by three Lutheran Semi
naries. Its first edition appeared in 
1915, a second enlarged edition was 
already published this year, and of 
this edition an English translation 
done by I)r. C. B. Godhes has just re
cently been issued also from Wart
burg Publishing House, Chicago. 

After an appropriate Introduction 
on 4 pages follows on 113 pages an in
teresting, both concise and correct 
presentation of The Historical Devel
opment of the Religious Instruction 
from the apostolic age until present 
time. We miss, however, any mention 
of such introduction in the Scandinav
ian churches and synods, although 
especially the Lutheran Church of 
Sweden has had a very rich literature 
in Practical Theology and has always 
been very active in the catechetical 
work especially among her cate
chumens. 

On pages 121 to 184 in his book 
Dr. Reu gives us an excellent study 
on The Subject of Religious Instruc
tion: the Pupil and his inner life. The 
following sketch on The Aim of the 
Church in religious instruction is brief 
but very good. The Material for Re
ligious Instruction and its Distribu
tion over the several Educational a-
gencies is treated on pages 192—305, 
and is founded on truly scriptural and 

NOTICE. 
L u t h e r a n  H o s p i t a l  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  

f o r  N u r s e s  offers a three year course 
of General Hospital Training to young 
women who have had at least two 
years of High School Training in an 
accredited school. Preference is, how
ever, given to those who have com
p l e t e d  H i g h  S c h o o l .  A n  A l l o w a n c e  o f  
$4.00, $6.00, and $8.00 a month, res
pectively, is given each nurse during 
her three years of training. Classes 
are organized in the spring and fall of 
each year. For further information, 
a d d r e s s ,  L u t h e r a n  H o s p i t a l ,  M o l i n e ,  
I l l i n o i s .  

APOLOGETICS 
or 

A SYSTEM OF CHRISTIAN 
EVIDENCE 

BY 
CON HAD EMU. Liniihkko, D.D., LL.D. 

Professor of Systematic Theology, 
Augustana Theological Seminary, 

Rock Island. 

A complete and up to date text-book 
in concise form; 

A time-saver to get a plain answer on 
important religious questions; 

A handy book for pastors atid religious 
teachers; 

A well-equipped arsenal with weapons 
and munitions in defense of faith; 

A book for the inquirer on interesting 
points in creation, Bible-problems, 
solution of evil, salvation, Chris
tian Experience and the Great 
hereafter; 

A  help to guide the student and gen
eral reader through the dangers 
of Modernism to faith as evidenced 
in Christian experience; 

A  System of Christian Evidence high
ly commended by eminent schol
ars. 

A U G U S T A N A  B O O K  C O N C E R N ,  
R o c k  I  e l a n d ,  I I I .  
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Lutheran principles. The same may 
also be said on the very instructive 
and practical section: The Method of 
Religious Instruction, pages 305—456. 
The remaining part: The Close of the 
Religious Instruction, pages 45<—475, 
is also very excellent and has especial
ly a sound pastoral character. 
'  To every section of I)r. ileu s Cate-

cheiics is added a very ample and 
well chosen list of relating literature. 
And it is a delight to recommend the 
book as a whole to students and pas
tors interested in catechetical instruc
t s  N i l s  F o r s a n d e r .  

N E W  

" T H E  O P E N  B I B L E . "  
O f  O .  M .  N o r l i e .  

The astounding fertility of the Rev. 
Dr. Norlie, often proven, once more in 
evidence by his new work, "The Open 
Bible," Augsburg Publishing House of 
the United Lutheran Synod (Norwe- i 
gian), 1918. 

The Augsburg Publishing House 
does well in encouraging its authors 
by openly avowing the name of the | 
author and not smothering it in the 
collective name of the "Synod," or 
"The Committee," or the like. Even 
when a Synod publishes a work, it 
should name the author. That proves 
refreshing to the reading public, 
which would know the author rather 
than the "Committee." It tends to in
cite to good authorship. Even the lit
tle Primary Bible History of the same 
publishers has the author's name. 
This is up-to-date practice. 

To review the whole contents is im
possible. 

The book is an introduction to the 
Bible Study, useful for Bible Schools, 
for Academies, for Bible Classes, for 
individual Christian Bible readers. It 
does what many popular,—in fine 
sense popular—Bible School manuals 
strive for. Authorship of Bible books. 
Inspiration, Structure, Texts, Ver
sions, Geographical, Physical, Histori
cal Palestine notes. Chronology, 
Times of Christ, Antiquities of Bible, 
Interpretation Principles,—a long line 
of very valuable themes abundantly 
treated by an alive mind. 

We all know I>r. Norlie's power to 
make things clear for the public. 

In fact, our colleges ought to use it. 
and drive out the Reformed material 
we have been forced to use. A hint 
to our Synod's colleges and their 
Christianity departments! 

The uncommon genius for statisti
cal summaries Dr. Norlie has, makes 
it possible for him to get a wealth of 
information into his volume of 693 
pages (including ample indexes). 

Christian homes should use this 
book. It answers so many questions 
often asked by the Bible reader. A 
very fine Christmas present.— better 
than elaborate cards and knickknacks 
that encumber the closets! 

For Sunday-school use it is divided 
into 52 "Lessons," making it of worth 
for the Sunday-school teacher as a 
manual. In brief, its uses are so 
manifold that we venture to prophesy 
an extensive sale of this volume. 

There might be points of critique, 
but this review has limited space. We 
are too happy to have the volume to 
criticize it just now. Adolph Hult. 

"Gamla Svenska Biblar I Amerika 
och Hibelns segertftg genom varlden. 
Tvenne uppsatser om Bockemas Bok. 
Af G. N. 3." Price, 20 cents, prepaid. 
Augustana Book Concern Rock Is
land. 

Sermons on the Gospels 
Advent to Trinity 

By 
REV. E. P. PFATTEICHER, D.D., 

Pastor of Trinity Church, Reading, Pa. 

Sermons which are readable, evan
gelical, informing and suggestive. They 
will be useful as devotional reading for 
the laymen, and as inspirational and 
suggestive material for pastors, espe
cially pastors who are introducing 
English services and wish helpful 
homiletic literature, which is at once 
new, fresh, suggestive and reliable. 

Handsomely bound in dark blue silk-
finish interlaken cloth, net 

$1.75. 

A U G U S T A N A  B O O K  C O N C E R N ,  
R o c k  I s l a n d .  I l l i n o i s .  

Branch: Augustana Book Concern, 105—4th St. S.. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

CATECHETICS 
THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 
By 

M. REU, D. D.. -
Cloth, net $2.50 

A U G U S T A N A  B O O K  C O N C E R N ,  
R o c k  I s l a n d ,  I I I .  

Favorite Hymns 
BY W. L. HUNTON. 

Cloth $1.35. 

The stories of the origin, authorship 
and use of the hymns you love and use. 
Beautifully bound, gold top, side and 
back title. Ideal gift book for any 
person interested in the worship of the 
Church. It reads with the interest of 
fiction. 

A U G U S T A N A  B O O K  C O N C E R N ,  
R o c k  I s l a n d ,  I I I .  

For Sunday-Schools 
N E W  

ARISE, SHINE; THY LIGHT IS COME. 
A Christmas Service of Scripture Reading, Recitation and Song, for 

Sunday-schools. This program contains Opening Service, Closing Serv
ice both with music, poetical recitations and dialogues, and nine songs, 
suitable for rendition by children. Price: 

1 copy, net • 
12 copies, net 
50 copies, net j*3. 

100 copies, net J  75  

THE HOtY NIGHT. 
A Service for the Holy Christmastide. Arranged by Emma Hoppe 

Hunton. Price, postpaid: 
1 copy * -J® 

12 copies 
100 copies 4 00  

PUBLISHED PREVIOUSLY: 

COME TO BETHLEHEM. 
A Christmas Service for Sunday-schools with recitations, songs and 

music. 28 pages. Price: 
1 copy, net x 

12 copies, net 
100 copies, net 3.75 

CHILDREN'S CAROLS. 
Price, 5 cents each. 

1. a) Our Father in.Heaven. J. Blomquist. b) 0 Little Town of Bethle
hem. Arthur H. Mann. 

2. The Glory of the King. (0, come, let us sing of the Glory of the 
King.) Emil Larson. 

3. a) Our Christmas Treasure. (Now we bring our Christmas Treas
ures.) Emil Larson, b) The Heavenly Music. (Hark, a burst of 
Heavenly Music.) Emil Larson. 

4. a) The Loving Master. (Suffer little children to come unto me.) 
b) Women's Voices. Gustaf Stolpe. 

5. a) Jehovah's Praise. H. W. Jude. b) The Happy Christmas comes 
once more. F. Gumbert. 

6. a) The Blessed Name. Emil I^arson. b) My Life. H. S. Cutler. 

CHRISTMAS RECITATIONS FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. I. 
Edited by C. W. Foss, Ph. D. Paper 15 

AUGUSTANA BOOK CONCERN 
ROCK ISLAND, ILL.  
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The Small Catechism of Dr. Martin 
Luther. With Brief Explanation in 
Questions and Answers. By I)r. J. \1. 
Reu, Professor at Wartburg Seminary. 
Translated by H. Mueller. Wartburg 
Publishing House, Chicago. Bound in 
cloth, price, 30 cents. — Prof. Reu, yho 
is a theologian and a scholar of note 
of the Synod of Iowa and Texas, has 
in this little volume given us a valu
able addition to the catechetical text
books in English for the Sunday-school 
and confirmation classes. The lan
guage is simple and practically all the 
answers are short and clear and there
fore easy both to memorize and to un
derstand. The explanatory part proper 
contains 335 questions and answers 
and 229 direct Bible quotations. If 
we were to raise any question at all 
it would be in regard to the propriety 
of devoting so much space to the first 
part, the Ten Commandments, of the 
catechism. There are 152 questions 
on this part and 183 on the other four 
parts. 

Thirty-five Years of Luther Research. 
By J. M. Reu, D.D., Professor at Wart
burg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa. With 
27 illustrations. Chicago, 111. Wart
burg Publishing House. Bound in cloth 
price $1.00. This work by the eminent 
source-scholar, Prof. M. Reu, is one of 
the quadricentennial publications that 
appeared at the close of last year. Dr. 
Theo. E. Schmauk says of the work: 
It is the most up-to-date, fresh, and 

scholarly presentation of the subject 
in the English language, and will be 
of invaluable assistance to all Prot
estants who desire to gain an insight 
into the present Luther situation, and 
to become convinced of the justice of 
the Protestant cause." We concur ful
ly in this estimate of the book, and 
recommend it to every one, laymen as 
well as pastors, who desires to become 
better informed as to the life and 
work of Luther. 

Institutional Inner Missions. Lu
theran Church Activities in America. 
By \ ictor J. Tengwald, pastor in the 
Augustana Synod. Augustana Book 
Concern, Rock Island, 111. Price 25 
cents A concise presentation of what 
the Lutheran Church in America is 
doing along the line of Inner Missions. 

Foxes that Spoil Our Vineyards. By 
Frederick Nordquist, Rock Island 
HI. Augustana Book Concern. Price 
2o cents. 

The foxes that destroy our youth are 
Drink, the Cigarette, the Theatre the 
Dance, and Gambling. 

Morning and Evening Prayers for 
All Days of the Week by Dr. John Ha-
berman. Together with Confessional, 
Communion, and Other Prayers and 
Hymns for Mornings and Evenings 
and Other Occasions. Done in English 
by Emil H. Rausch, editor Lutheran 

Wartburg Publishing House, 
Chicago, 111. Cloth, plain edition, 30 
cents; khaki, soldiers' edition, 35 cents-
cloth with gilt edge, 40 cents. 

"'I his Do in Remembrance of Me." 
A Collection of Communion Sermons 
by I)r. J. C. Bring, Director of the Dea
coness School in Stockholm. Trans- i 
Hnn hbynH- S D- WIth an *ntr°duc- 1 

fipiH Oh S Bauslin of Spring-
I eld, Ohio, hew and Revised edition. 
I he Lutheran Literary Board Bur-
llngton, la, 1918, Price, net, 85 cents, 
it is needless to recommend this good 
book to our pastors who have occasion 
to use the English at their communion 
services the book in the original is 
so well known to them. 

INSTITUTIONAL 
INNER MISSIONS 
By Rev. VICTOR J. TENGWALD 

Paper, 25 cents. 
• 

Hacked by his experience as superintendent for 
some years of the Chicago Inner Mission of the 
Augustana Synod, the author of tins pamphlet 
has undertaken to 

P r e s e n t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  t h e  n a t u r e  
a n d  s c o p e  o f  a l l  b e n e v o l e n t  i n s t i 
t u t i o n s  a n d  m i s s i o n s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  
t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a 
t i o n s .  

One of his purposes is to show the need of co
ordination and elbser co-operation in all fields of 
charitable endeavor. Workers in any of these 
fields will find the presentation interesting and 
profitable to them; and all who aim to keep well 
informed on the subject of the eleemosynary work 
of the Church in every sphere may find added in
formation in these pages. 

The subject is presented in the form of an 

A M P L I F I E D  S Y L L A B U S  
C o m p r i s i n g  a l l  b r a n c h e s  o f  s o c i a l  s e r v 
i c e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  o r g a n i z e d  c h a r i t y ,  
r e s c u e ,  r e c l a m a t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r a t i v e  
w o r k ,  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  m i s s i o n s  o f  w h a t 
e v e r  k i n d  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  h o m e  f i e l d .  

AUGUSTANA BOOK CONCERN 
Rock Island, 111. 

THE LUTHERAN 

MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE ASS'N 
BURIiNGTON. IOWA 

insures churches, psrson.ges, and personal prop 
ao11 Pastor*. Average cost during 20 rears 

°.° " ,Kain,rt In old line com' 
janies Present insurance in force. 12.000.000. 
For information write NILS ANDERSON, Sec 

JUST FROM THE PRESS 

P a t r i o t i c  A d d r e s s e s  D e l i v e r e d  b y  
D R .  A N D R E A S  B A R D ,  

Pastor of the First English Lutheran 
Church  o f  Kansas  Ci ty ,  M o .  

B o u n d  i n  C l o t h ,  H a n d s o m e l y  Decorated 
P R I C E ,  $ 1 . 0 0  

"'One hundred per Americans; no hyphen' 
Ten thousand Americans, born under fourteen dif 
ferent flags, sprang to their feet at this utt*ran« 
by I)r. Andreas Hard, wildly waving their (Up 
and rending the air with shouts of approval."--
Kansas City Star, April 16, 1917. 

"No public speech given in Brighton gave more 
general satisfaction than the one delivered by 
Andreas Bard."—Brighton (Colo.) Blade. April 
II. 1918. 

"The patriotic address delivered by Dr. Andreas 
Bard was one of the best pieces of oratory ever 
delivered in Eudora."—Eudora (Kan.) Sen., Mar 
16. 1918 

S e n d  Y o u r  O r d e r  t o  

T H E  L U T H E R A N  L I T E R A R Y  B O A R D  
B o x  N o .  5 7 3 ,  B u r l i n g t o n ,  I o w a  

I9B 
TROV. N Y AND 
BROADWAY.NYCITY 

B El LI L! 

OLAVUS PETRI 
THE CHURCH REFORMER OF SWEDEN 

By NILS FORSANDER 
With Illustrations. Price: Cloth 60 cts; In Art Cover 30 cts. 

anrWk in the Reformation of the Church in Sweden 
f°rem°st tampion of evangelical Lutheranism in the 

lifrht in e reformatory period has not been brought to 
' n " adequate May' h.lsl°rically, until very recent years. 

original go.. Hcnrik Schiick made his scholarly research of 
of the Kur iS f Olavus Fetri stood forth as The true hero 
ot the Swedish Reformation that he was. 

Schhrir !l!IiSa"der h a s  d r a w n  u P°n the latest researches of 
monmrranh any other sources in the production of this short 
infnr3I»- ' C0^T.es^ »nto a small volume, but bulging with 
hFh^ 7^ JacU* While the auth0' throws a spot-
reveals en central character in the Reformation drama, he 
epitome nf H? °' *he historical setting to make his book an 
be ZlS Ci y h,#l°7 of the Church of Sweden. It will 
divinftv studenfg Yf gCnual r2?derS aS wel1 as bv his former 
volume ' 0 whom Dr. Forsander has Inscribed the 

An index facilitates its use as a historical reference book. 

AUGUSTANA BOOK CONCERN, ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 
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