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The Most Important Thing 
On a recent Sunday, a lady missionary was driving into 

a large Lutheran missionary center in India. She passed 
a young man walking, stopped her car, and offered him a 
ride. When she asked him where he was going he said he 
was en route to a local church and hoped to get there in 
time to teach his Sunday school class. 

Further conversation revealed the fact that the young 
man, 25, worked for a tobacco company. He had missed 
the last bus on Saturday evening and had walked 14 miles 
during the night to get to his church. 

He told the Lutheran lady that while he was walking 
along he had talked with his Lord. He also said that the 
manager of his company had asked him to work on Sundays 
and he had answered: "No, I will not work on Sunday. The 
most important thing in my life is my church and my work 
with my Sunday school class." The manager then said, 
"Other Christians work on Sunday." Then the young man 
said, "I will resign." 

But there is a happy sequel to this true story. The young 
Christian wrote out his resignation and sent it to the com
pany's headquarters in New Delhi. They wrote back and 
said, "We want that kind of people in our organization." 
So he was re-employed and offered a sizable salary raise 

Ho come back to work. This he did. And his experience has 
simply confirmed him in his conviction as to the most 
important thing in his life.—M.C.S. 

About This Issue 
The appearance of "Evasion and Encounter" (page 11) 

illustrates the way articles in THE LUTHERAN STANDARD 
are sometimes "born. One of the advantages that accrue 
to the editors of the L.S. is that in order to keep them
selves abreast of what is happening in the church, they 
attend many of the meetings of the various boards. During 
the coffee breaks they get into discussion with some of the 
board members, and all at once an editor may say, "That 
intrigues me. Why don't you develop that idea into an 
article for THE STANDARD." That's precisely the way we 
came to ask Professor Streng to write the article on page 
11. 

September is the back-to-school month, all the way from 
kindergartners to Ph.D. candidates. The church is inter
ested in education on all levels, and its success depends 
largely on the caliber of its teachers. The church has good 
teachers who give years of their life to education. Dr. 
Clemens Cranskou and Miss Clara Damm are two such 
people. See pages 15 and 16. 

Undoubtedly there are varying opinions as to the 
church's position on the Freedom March in Washington 
on Aug. 28. The fact is that the ALC was officially repre
sented, and the news editor of THE LUTHERAN STANDARD 
was there to cover the event. Opinions of the ALC repre
sentatives appear on page 3 and following. 



MILLIONS of words have been 
written and spoken about the 

August 28 March on Washington. 
There will be millions more. 

Of special interest to members of 
the ALC, however, will be the im
pressions of some of its members who 
participated in the march. Five were 
appointed by President Fredrik A. 
Schiotz to "officially identify" the 
ALC with the civil rights march and 
the movement it represented. They 
are: Dr. R. D. Lechleitner, American 
Missions executive; the Rev. Robert 
Craetz, pastor of an integrated con
gregation in Columbus, Ohio; Prof. 
W. A. Poovey, homiletics professor at 
Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa; 
and Dr. and Mrs. Richard W. Solberg, 
of Augustana College, Sioux Falls, 
S.D. Also attending the march was 
the Rev. L. W. Halvorson, Chicago, 
ALC human relations specialist who 
represents the National Lutheran 
Council's office of human relations. 

Of the three large Lutheran bodies 
in the U.S., only the ALC identified 
itself officially with the march. The 
other bodies were also represented 
by interested members, however. It 
is estimated that approximately 1,000 
Lutherans took part in the demon
stration. 

Was the March on Washington an 
effective way for our church to wit
ness? Should the ALC have been of
ficially involved in it? Will there be 
significant constructive results of the 
inarch and of Lutheran participation 

in it? What are the next steps for the 
Lutheran church to take if it is really 
committed to the cause of civil rights? 

I am glad." said one of the represen
tatives, Dr. Lechleitner, "that Presi
dent Schiotz took courage to appoint 
people to represent the ALC. And all 
five were there." 

Dr. Lechleitner's sentiments were 
echoed by the other ALC representa
tives. 

Said Dr. Solberg: "Both Mrs. Sol
berg and I were delighted to repre
sent The American Lutheran Church 
in the civil rights march, and were 
vers proud that our church president 
had the courage to make such a pub
lic commitment. We both feel very 
strongly that the somewhat tardy 
entry of the churches of America into 
this crucial social and moral issue is 
not a moment too soon. If the church 
does not see and declare the rele
vance of the Gospel to such clear 
moral issues, its witness in general, 
however well-intentioned and force
ful, will have a ring of unreality in 
the ears of modern men. For this rea
son, as well as for the sake of the 
substance of the issue itself, I believe 
the church must speak—and the par
ticipation in the Washington march 
was one way of so speaking." 

Prof. W. A. Poovey said: Person
ally, I am thankful that the ALC was 
represented. We have passed many 
resolutions on the subject of race re-

(Continued on page 7) 
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A group of 130 Lutherans on the way to join the massive civil rights march passed the statue of Martin Luther 
that stands in front of the Luther Place Memorial Church in Washington. Note, at left,  the ALC group.—NLC photo 
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SOME ILLUSIONS ABOUT 
CHURCH UNITY 

ACONSCIENTIOUS person wants 
to be right. But that is not enough. 

He wants also to be right for the right 
reasons. Among the welter of argu
ments on that most universal of pres
ent-day theological issues, the ques
tion of church unity, there are a num
ber of statements so generally and 
easily advanced that they have come 
to seem all but self-evident. Yet on 
closer inspection these arguments are 
at best doubtful; at worst they are 
illusions advanced to protect the 
prejudices of those who simply do 
not want to change their minds. May 
we briefly examine some of these 
statements? 

1. The first illusion is that "spiritual 
unity is all that matters." In other 
words, there is no need for organiza
tional unity. This is all very well. But 
would you say the same thing if there 
were two fire brigades in your town? 
"Spiritual unity"—friendship between 
the firemen, agreement on purpose 
and method of operating a fire bri
gade—would not help much if the 
two proceeded to answer the same 
fire calls, ask the city fathers for the 
same allotment from taxes, and carry 
on similar but separate fire preven-

By Arne Sovik 

tion propaganda. The existence of 
"spiritual unity" in fire prevention is 
a little hard even to imagine—your 
town would very likely have two bit
terly competitive fire brigades. The 
city fathers would quickly say, "Get 
together, boys, organize. We want 
only one brigade in our town." 

Is the church capable of spiritual 
unity while organizationally competi
tive? By God's grace spiritual unity 
is not entirely lacking. But organiza
tional disunity accentuates and en
courages spiritual division. A law of 
society is that inner unity fosters 
structural unity; it follows that struc

tural separation discourages spiritual 

unity. The fact is that differences 
among churches are both result and I 
cause of spiritual disunity. And where 
spiritual unity is found it is preserved 
and strengthened by organic union. 

2. Another statement one often 
hears is: "We want unity but we fear 
the uniformity that the big organiza
tion forces on one." It is argued that 
our numerous denominations provide 
a church for both the working man 
and the aristocrat, that the range 
from high church Anglican to shout
ing Pentecostal provides a selection 
of churches appealing to the taste of k 

every sector of society. This would 
be lost, it is held, in a united church 

This argument for a large variet\ 
of denominations ignores two facts 
First, within Roman Catholicism—for 
all its supposed uniformity-one finds 
to a greater degree than in any other 
church the capacity to attract both 
the rich and the poor, the educated 
and the simple. Each of our denomi
nations chicles itself because it has 
not this same breadth of appeal, and 
tries consciously to develop it. 

The Lutheran pastor does not sa\ 

Episcopal church down the block"; or 
to the unskilled laborer, "Please, you ?• 
go to the store front downtown. Wt 
argue about the blessing of diversity, 
but we make every effort to include 
everyone in our church. And we en
courage the use of similar forms, simi
lar hymns, similiar organizations in 
our own churches, so that wherever 
our people may move they may find 
themselves at home in Lutheran 
churches that are as uniform as prac
ticable. 

Secondly, very few Christians, in 
fact, make their choice of churches 
on the assumptions in this argument, 
namely, by scouting around until they •»-
find a type that suits them. They 
choose on the basis of tradition ( I 
grew up a Lutheran and I want to 
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stay a Lutheran"), convenience ("the 
Methodist church was just around 
the corner, convenient for Sunday 
school"), or personal influence ("My 
neighbor brought me to this church." 
"It was through Pastor Johnson that I 
learned to know Christ. ) 

Few communities really offer to the 
average American Christian the 
chance to choose the church that 
suits his temperament or social pref
erences. And in those that do, the 
differences can often be found within 
one denomination. 

3. Still another false position is that 
since, realistically, we cannot hope to 
attain unity (at least not till the end 
of the world), there is no need to get 
overly worried about disunity now. 

We have learned in greater or less 
degree to live with disunity, as one 
can learn to live with a wooden leg. 

But the disunity of the church is 
a sin and a scandal, one that our 
Lord prayed about in his last evening 
with his disciples and to which the 
New Testament makes repeated refer
ences. Loyalty to Christ demands of 
us a repentance that is far more real 
and serious than we have yet ack
nowledged. It demands, too, support 
of efforts to heal the breach. 

For disunity is the sign of lack of 
love more often than it is the sign of 
concern for truth. It is the sign of 
selfishness, of self-will—in short, of 
sin. The ecumenical movement, what
ever its weaknesses, is a mark of 
proper concern over -one of the devil's 
devices for weakening Christ's body. 

4. Rarely stated but often assumed 
is the idea that unity is an end to be 
sought for itself. The danger of the 
ecumenical movement is its tendency 
to look inward at itself, to put such 
value on the church that it forgets 
that the task of the church is not to 
be united but to bring the Word of 
Cod to men. 

Unity is the natural result not of 
mutual devotion but of common de

votion to the Master. When we find 
him and seek to serve him together, 
when he is our life, then we will be 
united with each other as well. This 
is perhaps the greatest lesson in the 
fact that the roots of the ecumenical 
movement were in the missionary 
movement. There is nothing really to 
make us love each other except that 
we find ourselves partners in the cause 
of bringing the world (which includes 
the church) to Christ. 

But the problem lies not only in de
fining what are the theological issues 
that rightly divide the churches. The 
question must also be asked: Can 
true unity of mind and heart be ar
rived at through across-the-table de
bate between churches? 

The Church of South India was 
formed under the theological convic
tion that unity of mind can come 
only after union, not before. Truth 
cannot be separated from love. If it 
is sometimes true that marriage takes 
place because of mutual love, it is 
also as often true that love and unity 
of mind develop and grow after mar
riage. Is not Cod's Spirit better able 
to teach men who have committed 
themselves to acceptance of each 
other and a common search for his 
will and the meaning of his Word 
than men who because they have not 
committed themselves to each other 
under Cod are inevitably suspicious? 

5. Finally, one must examine the 
claim that there can be no church 
union without full doctrinal agree
ment. There is an element of truth in 
this Lutheran axiom, which insists 
that where there is no common un
derstanding of mind and heart, struc
tural union is a denial of truth. Faith
fulness to our confession requires that 
we do not pretend to be in agreement 
when we are not, nor ignore, by liv
ing tolerantly with, heresy that threat
ens the truth. 

There are other dangers in com
pleting structural union before there 
is theological unity. One is that such 
unity is a least-common-denominator 
unity which will never regard as im
portant the unresolved issues and thus 
encourages indifference in doctrinal 
matters. The other is that real unity 
will never come. The German union 
churches have lived in administrative 
union for generations but have not 
made any substantial contribution to 
the resolution of Lutheran-Reformed 
controversies. They simplv continue 
in an external administrative union. 

However this may be, the position 
that full theological unity is a pre

requisite for organic union cannot be 
accepted. We do not act in accord
ance with it now, nor would we want 
to, nor does the Bible expect us to. 

The principle is impossible to ap
ply. If driven to its ultimate conclu
sion, it would require the disintegra
tion of every church and the atomiza-
tion of Christians into churches of 
one member each. For there are no 
two Christians whose vision of Christ 
is identical, or who would explain 
the mysteries of God's dealing with 
men in the same way. 

We have, in fact, decided to draw 
the line rather more broadly than 
strict logic would demand. Where 
that line is to be drawn varies. One 
church declares that if we can agree 
upon the Lutheran confessions, drawn 
up four centuries ago to meet prob
lems of that day—which preceded the 
age of Enlightenment and scientific 
and historical criticism—we will be 
safe within the bounds of pure teach
ing and have sufficient doctrinal agree
ment. Fellowship and church union on 
these grounds is "God-pleasing." 

According to this view, one should 
not ask whether we have so reinter
preted these 16th century documents 
that our explanations bear exceeding
ly faint resemblance to the intentions 
of the authors. Nor dare one look too 
carefully at whether in practice cer
tain congregations or individuals ad
here in preaching and practice to the 
exact statement of the confessions; 

orably and conscientiously. 
Another church insists that church 

union must be based upon certain in
terpretations of the confessions. A 
hundred years ago churches divided 
on differences of interpretation of the 
Lutheran doctrine of predestination. 
Divergence on that doctrine was con
sidered serious enough to warrant 

(Continued on page 30) 
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OBSERVER 
By Lambert Brose 

Lutheran Marchers Not Segregated 

COME to Washington, President 
Kennedy had said, if you have 

any grievances. And one day last 
month they came. 

They flowed into the nation's capi
tal like a tidal wave. More than 200,-
000 Freedom Marchers. (Although 
millions of words have been written 
about the event since then, it's un
thinkable that a column titled Wash
ington Observer should not comment 
on it.) 

At noon, in front of the Lincoln 
Memorial, marchers were so jam-
packed, one wondered if there would 
be enough oxygen to go around. 
Some, like Zacchaeus, climbed up 
into the trees to see. 

Then, the "biggest picnic lunch" 
in the nation's history took place on 
the Memorial grounds. But most peo
ple had to eat it standing up, elbow 
to elbow. 

The march itself, from the Wash
ington monument, wasn't much-
judged by fife-and-drum corps stand
ards. It was more of a shuffle. At 
least for most of the paraders. There 
simply wasn't room to stride ahead in 
cadence. 

But symbolically, it was something 
the participants will never forget. 
People of all races—from every state 
of the nation—janitors and millionaires 
—walking together, straight and tall, 
in a common cause. 

ALC, LCA, Mo. March 
This reporter was with the Wash

ington chapter of the Lutheran Hu
man Relations Association of America, 
130 of whose members had assem
bled at Mt. Olivet Church at 10:30 
A.M. for a devotional service. (Not 
only was there no racial segregation 
on this day. There was no segregation 
among Lutherans. Five official repre
sentatives from The American Luther
an Church participated in the same 
demonstration with executive staff 
members of the Lutheran Church in 
America and the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod. Many laymen and 

pastors of the three large Lutheran 
bodies joined them.) 

Or a Hidden Bomb 
Besides the thrill of marching to

gether with "all Cod's children," there 
was something else that made the 
pulse pound hard. A vague uneasi
ness. 

True, it didn't take a great deal of 
moral courage to join this Freedom 
March. Latest polls show that an 
overwhelming number of U.S. citizens 
are in favor of the Negro gaining his 
rights, even though more than 50% of 
the whites would prefer that he go a 
little slower. Most large national 
church denominations have passed 
strong resolutions opposing racial dis
crimination. 

But, even so, there was something 
about this occasion that made one feel 
as though he were "marching as to 
war." 

What if a fanatic "nigger-hater" 
were perched in a tree with a tele
scopic rifle? 

Or some rabid racist had hidden a 
bomb in his lunch basket? 

Fully aware of the thousand and 
one incidents that could turn this 
demonstration into a catastrophe-
why, then, had this multitude of 
marchers come? 

Oh, the specific reasons were well 
publicized by the sponsoring organi
zations: jobs, decent housing, voting 
rights, access to all public accommo
dations—10 demands in all. 

But what was it that really caught 
fire in the Negro's heart so that at 
this particular moment in history, 
once the march was announced, it 
captured his imagination to such an 
extent nothing could stop it? 

"Free in '63" 
The Negro believes that recent 

events have shaped up in such a way 
that this year can be the start of 
something more than what he calls 
"the dry rot of tokenism." He is con
vinced that many whites still do not 

know how deeply he feels about 
being a "second-class citizen in a first-
class nation." 

And this 100th anniversary of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, in bis 
opinion, is the time to bring his griev- ! 

ances to the attention of the entire 
nation through a great, dramatic act. 

The Freedom March was perhaps 
the most exalted moment in the U.S. 
Negro's history since Abraham Lin
coln signed the Emancipation Procla
mation. Now he was coming before 
the Great Emancipator once more, 
proudly and with dignity, to ask that 
a genuine start be made to put that 
proclamation into practice fully and 
completely. 

And more than 40,000 whites 
marched with him. 

"My Four Children" 
The formal program was, to some 

extent, an anti-climax. Necessarily so. 
For the March on Washington was 
primarily a subjective experience: the 
desire of each individual to show by 
walking side by side with his brother 
of another color that he, too, believes 
in equal justice for all. And that 
march was now over. 

Consequently many, especially 
when they were unable even to catch 
a glimpse of the festivities on the 
Memorial steps, left early. As a result 
they missed the soaring eloquence of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. The Negro 
clergyman really moved this crowd. 
"I have a dream," said Dr. King, "a 
dream that some day my four little 
children will live in a nation where 
they will be judged, not by the color 
of their skin, but by the content of 
their character." 

And the vast throng gave him a 
wild, roaring ovation. 

While Lincoln Watched 
This 28th day of August-for Ne

groes and whites alike-had been 
heart-throbbing drama. 

Moreover, there had been no vio
lence. The nation's capital still stood 
The Lincoln Memorial was still there 

Just before dark this reporter 
walked into the great white memorial 
—all but deserted now—for a last look. 
Mr. Lincoln's eyes do follow you as 
you move around the base of the 
statue. They watched as I read again 
the eloquent words chiseled in the 
marble wall: "... a new nation . . 
dedicated to the proposition that all 
men are created equal. ... It is for 
us the living to be dedicated to the 
unfinished work which they who 
fought here have thus far . . . ad
vanced." 
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Glad to sit  down, careful still  to display signs from the march, 
were the members of the James Berry family, Washington, D.C. 

—LS photo 

Thousands of people stopped to read this graphic account of the 
martyrdom of Medgar Evers near the Lincoln Memorial.  

—LS photo 

,  ,  from page 3 

lations. To have avoided this march, 
whether it ultimately proves to have 
been a wise movement or not, would 
have been misunderstood by Negroes 
and whites alike. To me, the only 
ones who can criticize our church's 
presence there are people who have 
worked long and hard for the cause 
of the Negro. To object to this move 
if you have done nothing for the 
Negro up until now is just hypocrisy. 
For we are not only called to preach 
the Gospel through words, we are 
called to preach the Gospel through 
our life and our concern for our fel
low men." 

Pastor Graetz, pastor of an inte
grated congregation in Columbus, 
Ohio, had this to say: "There are 
many who question the propriety of 
our being there at all. Some who are 
'on our side' have even expressed 
doubts about the strategy of the 
march. But consider this. We have 
long urged our people to write to 
their congressmen to register their 
opinions and to state their grievances. 
We who marched on Washington 
were writing to our congressmen also 
-not with pen and paper, but with 
our very bodies. ... By its presence, 
our church was taking its stand on 
the side of righteousness and justice, 
of freedom for all people." 

Pastor Halvorson said: "The Amer
ican Lutheran Church gained stature 
by taking part. We thereby witnessed 
to the Negro and to the nation that 
we recognize the need for civil rights 
for all people. Personally, I find it 
much easier to explain why my 
church was there than to explain 
why my church was not there. I am 

grateful that the latter explanation 
was not necessary. 

Those who object to Lutheran par
ticipation do not wish the church to 
be so positive in its commitment. 
They are embarrassed bv it. This 
fact, I believe, betrays their attitude 
of indifference to the gap that sepa
rates our preaching and our practice. 
One might say that the need for pub
lic commitment to the cause of civil 
rights may be measured directly by 
the embarrassment that it causes 
within the church." 

No one believes that the ALC has 
fulfilled all civil righteousness by 
sending five members to Washington 
on August 28. What will be the re
sults of the march and our participa
tion in it? And what of the future? 

Concerning the possible effects of 
the Washington march. Dr. Solberg 
writes: "I look upon the Washington 
march as one very significant step in 
the rising public opinion in the United 
States, which will eventually bring 
about the reforms in the civil rights 
areas which are so long overdue." 

Did it aid the cause of the Negro 
in America? Says Prof. Poovey: Only 
time will tell. However, there are 
some things that can be observed 
even at this early date. People, includ
ing politicians, cannot help being im
pressed by the tremendous outpouring 
of humanity in Washington and the 
willingness of many to make real sac
rifices to come to the nation's capital. 
The presence of many white march
ers must make people pause and 
think. . . ." 

Pastor Graetz approaches the pos
sible results in terms of the future. 
He says: "The 200,000 people who 

marched will not, cannot ever be the 
same. Perhaps this is the most impor
tant gain after all: to have these 
thousands of people, dedicated and 
determined, return to their own com
munities, to carry on to victory in this 
revolution whose goal is simply the 
realization of the great American 
dream." 

Speaking of possible accomplish
ments of the march. Dr. Lechleitner 
mentioned these: 1. The march 
brought to the attention of the nation 
the crying need to "make real" the 
civil rights the nation guarantees. 2. 
It demonstrated the high quality of 
the people leading the movement. 3. 
It showed the high quality of moral 
and spiritual concern present. 4. It 
brought to the American public the 
fact that civil rights are being denied. 
5. It strengthened the hand of "rea
sonable leadership" in the civil rights 
movement. 

Stating that "we have too long been 
satisfied with half-hearted efforts in 
the field of race relations," Pastor 
Halvorson saw in the march two op
portunities. First, an opportunity for 
the church to communicate to the 
nation and to the world the fact of its 
commitment to the cause of civil 
rights. 'Secondly, there was the oppor
tunity for the church "to place upon 
its members, as never before, the 
pressure of its commitment and of its 
consequent responsibility." 

There are those who are saying to
day that the outcome of the civil 
rights drive is squarely upon the 
churches of the nation. No one has 
said it more effectively than colum
nist James Reston, who wrote in the 
New York Times: "If there is no 
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effective moral reaction out in the 
country, there will be no effective 
political reaction in Washington." 
Without an impressive response from 
the nation's churches, Reston said, 
"Congress could easily conclude that 
the nation was indifferent or worse." 

Dr. Martin Luther King told the 
marchers, who seemed mostly to be 
church people, that the march was a 
climax, but that it was a beginning, 
too. 

What it may be the beginning of 
the Christians of the nation will de
cide. If Christians are disinterested 
or oblivious to the needs of their fel
low citizens in their own congrega
tions and communities, the March on 
Washington and the peaceful attempt 
to win civil rights may come to a 
quick and tragic end. 

"The church," writes Pastor Hal-
vorson, "must commit itself to what 
it ought to be in order that it may 
never be satisfied with what it is." 

The tragedy that the great prin
ciple of civil rights is prostituted in 
a great nation with the result that 
some of the people are "more equal" 
than others; the tragedy of the blind
ness of prejudice that can distinguish 
color alone when it looks upon the 
face of a fellow human being; the 
tragedy of millions of citizens re
minded daily in schools, at work, in 
restaurants, in employment agencies, 
that they are second class, inferior, 
untouchable—such tragedies can be 
overcome if Lutherans and other 
Christians really believe the teachings 
they profess—LEWIS HOLM 

Drugs  Said  to  Produce 
Rel ig ious  Exper iences  

Certain drugs can induce religious 
and mystical experiences, a former 
Harvard University psychology pro
fessor reported at a Lutheran-spon
sored dinner for psychologists. The 
dinner was given by the Board of 
Theological Education of the Luther
an Church in America and was held 
in connection with the annual meeting 
of the American Psychological Associ
ation. 

Dr. Timothy Leary, who has been 
experimenting with mescaline, LSD 
and psilocybin (the so-called con
sciousness-expanding drugs) told the 
psychologists that the experiment 
"usually leaves in its wake a changed 
man and a changed life." 

"I have repeated this biochemical 
(and to me, sacramental) ritual over 

150 times personally and, each time, 
I have been awed by religious revela
tions as shattering as the first experi
ence," the psychology professor said. 

Dr. Leary said that the research 
project has the support and collabora
tion of 50 scientists and scholars. "We 
have arranged transcendental experi
ences for over 1,000 persons from all 
walks of life." he said. "We have ar
ranged sessions for 69 full-time reli
gious professionals, 37 of whom pro
fess the Christian or Jewish faith and 
32 of whom belong to Eastern reli
gions." 

Dr. Leary acknowledged there has 
been a great deal of opposition to his 
work. However, he observed, "It is 
hard to see how these results can be 
disregarded by those who are con
cerned with spiritual growth and re
ligious development." 

He said that these drugs can "pull 
back the veil" and permit the subject 
to "see for a second a fragment of the 
energy dance, the life power." 

Rel ig ion in  Red Hungary 
"Living"  but  Rest r ic ted  

Religious practice remains "a living 
thing" in Communist Hungary, but 
the churches' activities are restricted 
to cultural and spiritual spheres. There 
is, for example, no possibility of organ
izing a youth movement, and the 
churches' international relations are 
closely controlled. 

This was the report brought back 
by Pastor Andre Appel, secretary gen-

Studying building plans for a new 1,000-
student vocational training center at Hong 
Kong are, left to right, Walter Koehler, head 
of the Lutheran World Federation Vocational 
Training Department; Johannes Rasmussen, 
43-year-old educator on leave from Denmark 
who will head the LWF's center; and Carl 
Nielsen, assistant to the director of LWF. 

eral of the French Protestant Federa 
tion, after visits to Budapest, Vesz-
prem, Debrecen, and various other 
urban and rural areas as a guest of 
the Hungarian Committee for the 
World Council of Churches. 

Declaring that "the intensity of re
ligious life in Hungary is extraordi
nary,' Pastor Appel said he was aston
ished when nearly 800 people ap
peared on a Wednesday evening to 
hear him preach (through an inter
preter) at a Lutheran church in Buda
pest. 

I had similar stimulating experi
ences in other churches," he com
mented. 

There are 6,000,000 Roman Catho
lics in Hungary, 2,000,000 Reformed, 
500,000 Lutherans, and 40,000 East
ern Orthodox in a total population of 
10,000,000. 

Pastor Appel said that in principle 
religious instruction can be given in 
the schools, but as few parents re
quest it, such training is now almost 
completely confined to the churches 
He summed up by saying that the 
major problem for the Christian in 
Hungary was to know how he could 
live up to his faith in a Communist 
country, and this is one "which great
ly preoccupied the churches." 

About  People  
Dr. J. W. Ylvisaker, former presi 

dent of Luther College, Decorah, 
Iowa, has been 
named president 
emeritus by the 
college board of 
regents. 

In their meet
ing Aug. 30, the 
regents conferred 
the title on Dr. 
Ylvisaker because 
of his outstand
ing 14-year sen-

J. W. Ylvisaker ice as president 
of the institution. The regents also 
cited their appreciation to Dr. and 
Mrs. Ylvisaker for their "years of in
terest and devotion to Luther Col-
lege." 

Dr. Ylvisaker resigned the presi
dency in September 1962 because of 
ill health. 

Dr. Jacob Tanner, professor emer
itus of Luther Seminary and Waldorf 
College, has retired and is now a resi
dent of the Knute Nelson Memorial 
Home at Alexandria, Minn. He will 
be 98 on Oct. 15. 
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Central Committee Examines 
Nature, Purpose of WCC 

The World Council of Churches— 
what is it? This was one of the most 
puzzling problems dealt with by the 
100-member WCC Central Committee 
meeting at Colgate-Rochester Divin
ity School, Rochester, N.Y., Aug. 26-
Sept. 2. 

To guide them through a discussion 
of this perplexing problem, church
men from all over the world—Protes
tant. Anglican, and Orthodox members 
and Roman Catholic observers—had 
before them a report given hv Dr. W. 
A. Visser t Hooft, WCC general sec
retary. 

The WCC, said the secretary, is 
"neither the church nor a church, nor 
the super-church." It is, instead, "by 
its very nature the servant of the 
churches. It has no authority, no real
ity apart from its member churches. 
But its service has a purpose, a direc
tion. It seeks to help the churches to 
express increasingly the common call
ing, the common life, the common wit
ness, that belong to the nature of the 
church of Christ." 

"As the churches live, speak, act 
together, a new reality begins to 
emerge," said the general secretary. 
"What is this new reality? We cannot 
possibly call it the Una Sancta or the 
church universal, for we are deeply 
aware that we fail in essential aspects 
in living and witnessing as the Una 
Sancta." 

While delegates were agreed that 
in any case the World Council was 
not meant to he a super-church, it 
was reported that some felt that the 
whole was something more than the 
sum of its parts; that the WCC did 
indeed have an ecclesiastical reality 
that was in some spiritual way more 
than just a group of church represen
tatives gathered together to consult 
with each other. 

The subject was referred to the 
member churches for more leisurely 
study and consideration. 

T h e  p o l i c y - m a k i n g  c o m m i t t e e  
adopted a report concerning Com
munion services at ecumenical gather
ings. When asked about the meaning 
of this action. Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, 
ALC president and a member of the 
central committee, said that in taking 
this action the central committee had 
made no concessions to unionism (the 
practice of holding joint worship serv

ices among bodies that are not in doc
trinal agreement). The ALC president 
also said that he had noticed a "grow
ing recognition that Holy Communion 
is a service where there is a 'real pres
ence.' " 

Under the present provision, mem
bers of all church bodies present 
would be invited to a Communion 
service sponsored by a local church 
or churches that practice "open" Com
munion and held in connection with 
WCC meetings. In addition, however, 
arrangements should be made for an
other Communion service according 
to the liturgy of a church "which can
not conscientiously offer an invitation 
to members of all other churches to 
partake of the elements. Members of 
all churches should be invited to the 
"closed" Communion service, though 
they cannot all partake of the ele
ments. 

Another recommendation called for 
a united service of preparation for 
Communion, stressing the mystery of 
salvation, the need for forgiveness, 
sorrow for divisions of Christendom, 
"the unity in Christ given and experi
enced within the World Council," and 
the responsibility to work and pray 
for a fuller manifestation of that unity. 

Miss Marjorie Hyer, a press staff 
member at the meeting, reported on 

the committee's action on the race 
problem in the following words: 

"Meeting at a time when the strug
gle for racial justice in the United 
States was dramatized in the now-
famous March on Washington, the 
Central Committee issued a hard-hit
ting statement on race relations which 
declared that 'any form of segregation 
based on race, color, or ethnic origin 
is contrary to the Cospel' and when 
Christians deny this "by action or in
action,' they 'betray Christ and the 
fellowship which bears his name.' 

"The statement took special note of 
the struggles in the United States and 
in the Republic of South Africa, call
ing on American Christians to 'bring 
their practice in race relations into ac
cord wth their policy' and calling 
white Christians in South Africa 'to 
renewed penitence for past failures in 
fellowship' and to work to reverse the 
downward trend in race relations 
there." 

In regard to other matters, the cen
tral committee: 
• Discussed Christian unity and its 

implications, reportedly agreeing that 
"not for centuries has the climate of 
Christendom been so favorable for co
operation and understanding among 
churches long isolated from each oth
er, and calling, in a paper by Dr. 
Lukas Vischer, Ceneva, for the com
ing Vatican Council to clarify posi
tions concerning religious liberty and 
mixed marriages and to ask for a great-

(Continued on page 23) 

Dr. Fredrik Schiotz. ALC president, discusses church problems with two Orthodox leaders: 
Dr. Korah Phillipos of the Orthodox Syrian Church of the East,  center; and Russian Orthodox 
Bishop Alexis of Tallinn and Estonia. They were among church leaders to meet at the 
Colgate-Rochester (N.Y.) Divinity School this month as the WCC central committee.—RNS 
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The 
Canadian 

Scene 
By Marjorie Tiefenbach 

TWO clays after the Lutheran 
World Federation Assembly was 

concluded in Helsinki, Anglicans from 
all over the world assembled in To
ronto for their World Anglican Con
gress. Canadian newspapers, radio, 
and TV were generous with space 
and time so it was amply reported 
here and probably received good cov
erage throughout the world. 

We do not intend therefore to give 
a report of the congress, but rather 
to tell something of the Anglican 
Church in Canada, a church similar 
in several respects to the Lutheran 
Church. 

The Anglican Church in Canada 
is an autonomous denomination al
though until 1955 it was called the 
Church of England in Canada. Its 
sister church in the U.S. is the Prot
estant Episcopal church, and both 
are members of the worldwide Angli
can communion. 

Just as this is written, The Church
man, published by the Anglican 
Church in Canada, has come out with 
a suggestion that the Anglicans in 
Canada merge with the Episcopalians 
in the U.S. This seems a surprising 
proposal since most Canadians seem 
to feel they should lessen ties with 
the U.S. 

In Canada there are 28 dioceses, 
each presided over by a bishop. The 
dioceses are grouped into four prov
inces, each under direction of a 
metropolitan, who holds the rank of 
archbishop. Head of the Anglicans in 
Canada is the primate, elected by 
General Synod (the biennial conven
tion) from among the bishops and 
holding office for life or until he 
chooses to retire. 

The work of the church is carried 
out under supervision of three general 
boards: Missions, Religious Educa
tion, and Social Service. 

"The trouble with the Anglican 
Church is that it's so English-it 

doesn't adapt," is an occasional com
plaint voiced by non-Anglicans. 

Actually, the Anglicans have made 
a real effort to serve this country. 
They maintain 15 schools for Indians 
and Eskimos, with over 2,000 boys 
and girls enrolled. At the Toronto 
congress a veteran of 37 years service 
in the north, Rt. Rev. Donald B. 
Marsh, Bishop of the Arctic, told of 
the church's progress in helping train 
and educate the Eskimos. He tries to 
train Eskimos to be a real part of the 
church, doing as much of the work 
themselves as possible. 

Canadian Eskimos sponsored an 
African delegate to the Congress, evi
dence of their missionary interest. 

Canadian Lutherans are rightly 
proud of their Sunday School at 
Home project, but the Anglicans have 
Sunday School by Post in 21 dioceses 
to help children in isolated areas. 

This year a Canadian revision of 
the prayer book was adopted, bring
ing more up-to-date the 300-year-old 
book. Some would like it revised even 
further, for some of the Elizabethan 
language is retained and it sounds 
especially out of place if the priest 
reads the lessons from the Revised 
Standard Version or the New English 
Bible. "To modern young people 
some of the prayers are unintelli
gible," one parish priest told us. "For 
instance, they think manifold means 
a part of a car." 

A special kind of mission serves 
loggers and others who live along the 
west coast. There the Anglicans spon
sor the Columbia Coast Mission ships 
that travel up and down the coast 
providing worship services, instruction 
for the young and other help as 
needed. Aid to sick and injured is 
given by the crew of a hospital and 
mission ship, and there is a home for 
aged in the area, also served bv the 
missionary staff. 

But there remains much to be done 
by this church even in caring for their 
own. They have been reminded by 
their leaders of the million "lost Angli
cans." In the last census 2,400,000 
persons gave their denomination as 
Anglican, yet only 1,358,000 are on 
the parish records. And Bishop Ste
phen Bayne, speaking to General Syn
od last year, said there are more 
Anglicans in church on a Sunday 
morning in Africa than in the U.S. 
and Canada combined. 

By persistently blocking passage of 
divorce bills in the House of Com

mons over the past year or two 
pair of MPs have brought about a 
change in the handling of divorc 
cases by Parliament. 

As mentioned on this page m 

time ago, Quebec and Newfoundland 
have no provincial divorce courts 
Persons who wish to have a marriage 
dissolved or annulled in these prov-
inces petition to a Senate committee 
that examines the evidence and issues 
the decree, subject to approval o( 
the House of Commons. 

In recent sessions when a group of 
the private bills to permit divorces 
of specified residents of Quebec and 
Newfoundland was up before the 
house, the two members mentioned 
previously held up the passage on the 
grounds that this should not be a 
function of the house. As a result a 
large number were held over for 
many months. 

Now in the closing hours of the 
session preceding summer adjourn
ment, the Commons passed a bill 
authorizing the Senate in the future 
to dissolve or annul marriages. While 
all parties agreed to the change, sev
eral members voiced the hope that 
further reforms may be brought about 
in the near future. 

Pensions were emphasized through
out the ALC during August. It looks 
in Canada as if pensions on the feder
al level will be a No. 1 topic in Sep
tember. 

A federal-provincial conference to 
discuss the government scheme for 
portable pensions will have been held 
by the time this page appears. 

Need for the portable pension has 
become apparent in this age of mo
bile citizens, as many people nave 
found they must stay in their jobs or 
lose their pension rights. O^ers "J 
the 40-and-over age group mu 1 

nearly impossible to find suitable em 
plovment, if they must change jo 
because it is difficult to fit older em 
ployees into private pension sc emer 

A government-sponsored plan w0" 
solve these problems, its a('x0^! 
say. If a person changes jobs ne 
his portable pension along, to ano 
job or even to another province 

Ontario and Quebec have go 
ahead with their own plans or 

able pensions in their own p'°v ^ 
and their plans would have ^ 
somehow integrated into a 
one- nf the 

This will certainly b.i one ^ 
items of business when 
meets again on Sept. 30. 
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EVASION 
AND 

ENCOUNTER 

OPEN Questions." That phrase 
may not be found in the Bible 

but it is biblical. It has been so help
ful in discussions concerning the faith 
that we wonder how our forefathers 
ever got along without it. Maybe it 
is doubly precious to us since it was 
one of the seminaries of our American 
Lutheran Church which gave this ex
pression to the church. 

You can usually tell an "open ques
tion" man after only a few statements. 
He does not have all the answers to 
all questions; he trembles sometimes 
at having to make a decision on a 
knotty issue for he knows how often 
the cnurch has suffered because some
one proclaimed as ultimate truth what 
was only relative. 

When Lutherans decided that life 
insurance was basically a lack of faith, 
that bobbed hair was against Cod's 
clear command, that artificial birth 
control was a denial of his creation-
it would have been better to remem
ber that there are open questions. 
Even Paul saw some things only dim-
ly. 

But if there are "open questions" 
then there must also be closed ques
tions. These two are like stereo mu
sic: when one is out of balance the 
other loses validity. Really, the kind 
of emphasis we maintain here can 
well lead to either evasion or encoun
ter. 

With a lot of assistance from the 
devil we become very adept in avoid-
>ng Cod. This "we" refers especially 
to church people. In a book on theol
ogy for laymen a Minnesota farmer 
's quoted as saying, "I have discov
ered in myself that when I most wish 
to hide from God, I can do it in the 
church." With equal justice he could 
have said, "in the Bible," especially 

By William D. Streng 

if the Bible has become like pieces of 
lava, once fiercely hot but now cold 
and dull. Then I spend my time in 
"Bibleland," studying maps and 
charts and commentaries, in order to 
play hide-and-seek with a God who 
refuses to hide. 

To study the Scriptures is not like 
going through an old album or walk
ing across a historic battlefield. It is 
an encounter with a God whose love 
burns like a fire. 

It mav well be that all our discus
sions about Genesis 1 and related sub
jects are really an attempt to evade 
God. Here God is trying to speak to 
me: "Where art thou?"—but I get hot 
under the collar because someone 
doesn't agree with me on the time 
schedule or as to what the serpent 
might have said. Really, that s an 
evasion, much easier to do than to 
confront God-no matter in what 
translation I read his book. 

Isn't this the sort of thing Luther 
was thinking of when he exploded 
one day and said that it was a real 
weakness that the Gospels had to he 
written, in fact, it was "a great breach 
and quenching of the Spirit ? At an
other place Luther maintained that 
man exists only as long as God speaks 
to him, be it in anger or mercy. 

Have vou spoken to him recently 
and heard him speak to you? One of 
the real hazards is to speak about God 
in the third person instead of speaking 
to him in the second person. It is so 
much easier to talk about the dis
ciples, especially during Lent there
in building up an impregnable de
fense against the claim of the Gospel 
that I should die and live with htm. 

Or if you like psychology you've 
got another good trick handy to evade 
God Here one can try some psycho

To study the 

Scripture is  not 

l ike going through 

an old album or 

walking across a 

historic batt le

field.  I t  is  an 

encounter with a 

God whose love 

burns like a f ire.  

analytic archaeology by forever ask
ing: Who am I? This question, of 
course, is frighteningly important but 
it can lead to a morbid introspection 
and nothing else. 

Why stop on the 10-vard line? Lu
ther began by beating his own breast, 
but before long he was more con
cerned about beating the devil. Any
how, the drama of redemption was 
agonized not within me but on a hill 
far away, and only there can I really 
see myself. 

Find yourself and you find God? 
Never. The biblical tradition ad
dresses us the other way around: Find 
God and you will find yourself. May
be the unexamined life is not worth 
living, but neither is the over-exam
ined life. 

Right now theology is a popular 
evasion. It is not theology that saves, 
nor the reading of Tillich or Marty. 
In fact, we can discuss literal vs. dy
namic interpretation, inspiration of 
Scriptures, and so on, simply and 
purely to avoid hearing God's voice 
saying to me: Follow me! 

Theological discussion can produce 
such evasive inquiries as: Could there 
be multiple incarnations? Gould God 
not have given a daughter to he cru
cified for the poor people on Venus? 
And so on, and so on—all the while 
the slums continue or we simply build 
highways over them. It s much harder 
to say: "Lord, have mercy "pon us>' 
and then live thankfully on the few 
crumbs of knowledge that God gives 
us day by day. 

There are many evasions. But there 
is onlv one stumbling block. He is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Dr. Streng is a professor at Wartburg 
Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa. 
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TO WAIT UPON THE LORD 
By Lenore Martin Gnibert 

IF YOU'LL pray in faith of healing, 
God will cure you of your trouble. 

"But, I've done just that! I believe 
that with God 'nothing shall be im
possible.' However, I've come to be
lieve that God has his good purpose 
in permitting this sickness. Remember 
—the Apostle Paul had an affliction 
which tne Lord didn't cure.' 

Those words didn't impress my 
friend. Soon she sent me a notice of 
religious services with faith healing. 
Unexpectedly, my thinking became 
fuzzy. As a result, I was sure that my 
faith in a complete cure of multiple 
sclerosis, a medically baffling nerve 
disease, hadn't been strong enough; 
that I had overlooked "faith healers." 

When my husband learned that I 
was eager to go to one of the services, 
he said: "Of course, I'll take you. But, 
consider this: there may be a long 
walk from where we park the car. 

You'll get very tired. In mid-summer, 
it can get awfully hot under a tent 
Nevertheless, we went. 

After the sermon, those in need of 
healing were asked to stand and raise 
an arm above their head. I could 
barely find energy to rise from the 
wooden bench upon which I was 
wearily sitting. Standing unsteadily 
on a pair of feeble legs, my body 
swayed as it was thrown completely 
off balance by my extended arm. I 
felt my husband's hand tightly grip
ping my skirt. Guess he didn't know 
how long I could hold such a precari
ous position. Neither did I! Soon I 
lowered mv arm, folded my hands, 
and said a quiet prayer: "Dear God, 
give me the strength to withstand this 
ordeal." 

The meeting was over. I scuffled, 
cane in hand, along the side of a dirt 
road which was lit by the lights of a 

1 2 — T H E  L U T H E R A N  S T A N D A R D  

seemingly endless stream of cars and 
noised by the ceaseless honk of horn 

We (my husband, son, and I ! 
reached the welcome haven of our 
car. A prayer rose from my heart: 
Thank you, Lord, it's over. I'm no 
better than before—in fact, right now 
I feel much worse-but thank you, it's 
over." 

It didn't take long before mv har
rowing experience was buried deep in 
the subconscious, to be recalled to 
mind many years later. 

Let me tell you what happened. 
One morning, after many weeks of 
hospitalization, my mother died. Cod 
blessed me with the stamina to make 
daily visits to the hospital. The stress 
of constant vigilance, added to the 
strain of multiple sclerosis, had 
sapped my little energy. That night, I 
knelt l>eside my bed and prayed: 
"Dear God, give me the strength to 
bear up under the tension of the next 
few days." 

Suddenly, a vibrant sensation, of 
great warmth, surged through my 
body. Drawn upright onto my feet 
I started to walk normally-neither 
wavering nor dragging my right foot 
—into the upstairs hall, down the pas
sageway, out onto an open balcony, j* 
(God is my witness!) Looking up into 
the quietness of a wide expanse of 
pitch-dark sky diamonded by spark
ling galaxies, I felt very near to Cod 
and deeply awed! 

After a time, I re-entered the 
brightly lit hall and walked with 
ease, down the corridor to the bed
room from whence I had come. If you 
had lived with M-S for more than two 
decades, you'd realize how wonderful 
it was to walk easily! But just as un
expectedly as my legs had improved, 
they reverted to their former state of 
rigidity, instability, and weakness ^ 
However, there was this one great 
change: I felt a new inner strength 
which provided the wherewithal tc 
bear the burden of the following days 
of bereavement. 

A few months later, after readjust
ing myself to an easy tempo of living, 
I kept thinking of the short time when 
I had walked normally, of my super
natural experience. Then. I recalled 
the evening when I had taken part in 
a faith healing session; when it was 
almost demanded of God that he 
"heal this sick body," or words to that 
effect. As I reminisced, a friends re- «• 
marks kept coming back to mind: 
"Pray in faith of healing. Sickness is 
not God's will." 



Thereupon, I reread a treasured 
Old Testament passage: "But though 
he cause grief, yet will he have com
passion according to the multitudes of 
his mercies. For he doth not afflict 
willingly or grieve the children of 
men" (Lam. 3:32, 33). Such words 
tell me of God's love in affliction; he 
controls adversity so that it will not 
exceed what is necessary "for good." 

Jesus emphasized the good in afflic
tion for the sufferer "... that the 
works of God should be made mani
fest in him" (John 9:3). Whether this 
is meant as healing, or grace to bear 
the affliction, theologians say, "either 
could be for God's glory." 

Again, I thought of the Apostle 
Paul's experience when he had asked 
for healing. God answered, "My grace 
is sufficient for thee." Reading the full 
biblical account of that happening, I 
learned the why of God's answer 
when he added, ". . . My strength is 
made perfect in weakness." Saint Paul 
accepted God's will in these words: 
"Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ mav rest upon me" (2 Cor. 
12:9). 

I looked back upon the times that 
1 had felt the power of the Holy Spir
it. After praying for God's help, I had 
been given the strength to meet try
ing situations. Others, close to me, 
had been concerned that the emotion
al and physical strain with its result
ing fatigue might overtax frayed 
nerves—"She'll have a relapse." But 
God has always made it possible for 
me "to be able to bear it. 

To willingly accept a poor state of 
health requires God-sustained cour
age. To master an infirmity, so that it 
isn't a taskmaster is both a struggle 
and a challenge. To conquer requires 
a Source of supernatural power, the 
Holy Spirit. The ensuing victory is a 
grace of God. And that triumph, to 
live humbly with an affliction—to use 
it wisely "for good" so God's name 
might be glorified, is a miracle akin to 
healing. 

In love, waiting upon the Lord, 1 11 
keep on believing that God is able to 
cure my chronic ailment either bv di
vine intervention or through success 
in M-S research. Never again will I 
become confused by this subtle sug
gestion: You're weak because your 
faith is weak. Rather, faith in God's 
power to heal is balanced by an 
equally strong trust in his promise 
". . . all things work together for good 
to them that love God . . ." (Rom. 
8 :28 ) .  

IS THE HEALER 
By W. F. Cress well, Jr. 

AS A doctor, I believe that God is the healer. Every bit of 
intellect and knowledge, every drug, all products of research 

are gifts of God. It is my responsibility as a physician to use all the 
knowledge at my disposal to improve the health of my patient—my 
fellow man. I am compelled to use all the modern discoveries of 
medical science, but also to combine them with guidance. 

It is impossible to generalize, but I find in my own personal 
experience that God uses all sorts of channels of healing—and they 
may not necessarily fit into one's own picture of what is right or 
wrong according to medical etiquette. 

Dr. Paul Tournier says, "The doctor's first task is to heal." In 
some cases (such as ruptured appendix), measures of a technical 
nature only are needed. But with many patients the doctor's task 
can be fulfilled only by his accepting a wider mission, an educative 
one. He is called upon to help people to develop, to re-enter the 
mainstream of life, to grow up harmoniously, to become adult. This 
is in any case the true aim of technical medicine also: the removal 
of every physical and psychical obstacle to the growth and develop
ment of the person, so that his purpose in life may be accomplished. 

Many in my profession are accused, and possibly rightly so, of 
taking a materialistic view toward disease. Probably this fact alone 
makes it impossible to cure many diseases. The great saints through 
the ages have taught that the cardinal sin is pride. Yet pride in our 
own human achievements is what we are taught. Is it any wonder 
that we cut ourselves off from God's power to heal? Not once was 
I ever told to inquire into a person's spiritual background—whether 
he believed in God—how he felt toward humanity. Divine power 
is there for us, if only we ask for it in humility. Such is our conceit 
that any disease we are unable to cure is incurable, and any ailment 
we fail to understand we label as neurotic! The neurotics are just 
as sick as a person with tuberculosis, but the help they need is 
spiritual. 

To me, spiritual therapy (1 prefer that term to "spiritual healing" 
to describe a religious ministry of healing) is simply an ancient 
biblical and classical way of cleansing the channel between man 
and his Creator. It is my task as a Christian physician to administer 
to the malfunctioning of the flesh before me—to help redirect the 
derailed emotional life and to bring God's grace and peace to the 
starved and shattered spirit. The church that is a loving, caring 
church can do a tremendous lot to bring wholeness and health to 
the physically and spiritually sick. 

The healing ministry to me means the total pastoral care of 
people. Preaching and healing. More than just physical healing. 
It means to care enough about people to recognize their need for 
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healing of whatever type—social, spiritual, mental, 
physical—and to bring to these persons the healing 
balm of the "concerned community of Christians, 
who represent the concerned Father of all. 

Christians recognize Christ as God, who came to 
earth, revealed himself to us, and showed us how 
to heal the sick. In healing there is no name that 
has anything like the power of the name of Jesus 
Christ; the mention of that name produces miracles, 
and daily I see new revelations of what it means. 
I believe God uses medical services, prayer, and the 
ministry of the church to bring his people wholeness 
and health. 

In his earthly ministry, 
Christ's healing was always 
incidental to his preaching. 
Often he asked the person 
whom he helped to "tell no 
man. Jesus was concerned 
lest the miracle get in the 
way of the message. 

I believe our Lord came 
primarily not to make us physically well men, but 
better men. Since health means wholeness, and since 
Christ came to redeem the whole man, it follows that 
the whole man is more likely to be ultimately the 
physically healthy one. Therefore, we must seek, 
with all the power God gives us, to become un
cluttered channels of his grace to heal the body as 
well as the broken spirit or bruised mind. 

tian, I believe there are indeed worse things in the 
world than the physical death of the hody. 

W e must stay humble. It is very easy to havi 
successes and to say, How good things are going' 

IN HEALING there is no 
name that has anything like the pow
er of the name of Jesus Christ 

I do not believe God sends suffering to us. His 
world is one of laws—of cause and effect. I believe 
disease is present in the world because men are out 
of line with God. I believe a great deal of our 
suffering is needless. Therefore we need to make 
every effort to know why we are suffering. We may 
suffer for the wrong reasons (see 1 Peter 2:20). A 
woman who is suffering from arthritis may be suf
fering because she cannot reconcile herself with her 
sister. And a man suffering an ulcer may be suffering 
because his whole business life is filled with worry, 
doubt, and fear. 

On the other hand, although God can heal all, he 
does not do so. Jesus suffered, but he suffered in 
order to further the purposes of God for his whole 
creation. 

It should be noted that pain need never, for a 
Christian at least, be without meaning. With the sin 
of pride upon us all, it is still a well-known fact 
that most of us have to learn the hard way. More 
men have risen to nobility from a bed of pain than 
from a bed of roses. The Christian who means busi
ness is the one who says, "Lord, I'd like to serve 
you on a throne, but if need be, I'm willing to serve 
you from a cross." 

I am not afraid of death, but I am dedicated to 
help the sick, ease the pain, and improve the health 
of my patient to the best of my ability. As a Chris-

And before long it is "we" or "I" who have 
this or that. Suddenly it dawns on us that it is not 
our work at all. We are the instrument, the channel 
God is the healer. To forget this is very easy and 
that is why it is important for anyone engaged in 
the healing ministry to spend time with God in 

prayer, meditation, and con
templation each day. 

Ministers and doctors meet 
each other daily in sick rooms 
all across the land. Formerly 
they rarely met on a reallv 
professional level. The sick 
patient is the focus of atten
tion for both of them, yet the 
doctor as scientist and the 

minister as theologian or philosopher somehow 
thought their respective tasks had little relationship 
to each other. We are now beginning to see that 
neither can do his best work in isolation. 

As a physician I find that a portion of each day 
is devoted to the practice of the science of medicine 
and another portion to the art of medicine. In the 
latter, I am aware of the delicate texture of the 
human relationship which is so important in the 
healing process. I 

The pastor likewise seeks to develop his under
standing of the Christian faith in such a way as to 
share it effectively with others. To be genuinely 
helpful to the people he serves, he must be con 
cerned with the art of pastoral care—that delicate 
human relationship between pastor and parishioner 
in which religious growth occurs. Thus there is an 
amazing similarity between the art of medicine an 
the art of pastoral care! We only need to commum 
cate more with one another as partners on a team 

Dr. Cresswell is a practicing physician in 
D.C., and an active member of the Church of t e 
This article is adapted from a panel discussion on * 

Chasten Me 

Chasten me, Lord, 
If cold mtj love and careless he my tcay, 
Lest I should wander from the cross 
And tempt another soul to go astray. 

Chasten me, Lord, 
If proud I be of self, success, and wealth 
And I should fail to see the cross, 
Thy love to me how graciously Thou dealt. 

Chasten me, Lord, 
Direct my steps and teach me to obey, 
In all things seek Thy will alone, 
And through my life Thy wondrous love com 

MRS. EUNICE BRINCHMAN 
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A 
HALF-CENTURY 

IN THE 
FIRST GRADE 

THIRTY-SIX years ago I was a 
rather frightened little boy in 

Miss Damm's second grade class," 
writes a Ph. D. chemist, the head of 
the chemistry department of Capital 
University at Columbus, Ohio. 

"I have never forgotten the kind 
and gentle firmness with which she 
taught us," continues the chemistry 
professor "and hope that I can in 
some small measure at least exhibit 
her Christian principles to my own 
classes." 

For 50 years Clara Damm has 
greeted frightened little boys and girls 
with kindness and gentle firmness on 
the opening day of school—44 of these 
years at the school of First Lutheran 
Church in Blue Island, 111., where the 
chemistry professor met her 36 years 
ago. 

Last Sunday (Sept. 22) several 
thousand people gathered at First 
Church to honor Miss Damm. Earlier 
this year she had requested that she 
be relieved of her teaching duties. In 
addition to the many who gathered 
to pay tribute to her personally, there 
were many cards, letters, telegrams, 
etc., extending best wishes. 

From a midshipman at the U.S. 
Naval Academy in Annapolis came 
this note, "I hope your day is very 
happy. I'm sure no one I know de
serves it more than you do. I will 
always remember you very fondly, 
Miss Damm. I guess you're just one 
of those one-in-a-lifetime characters 
a person is lucky enough to meet." 

Miss Damm was born in 1891 in 
Carlton, Neb., one of 11 children. 
After completing her elementary edu
cation she attended various colleges 
'n Nebraska, including the Lutheran 

academy located at Hebron. Follow
ing her professional training she 
taught for six years in the schools of 
rural Nebraska. 

When school began in Blue Island 
in the fall of 1919, First Lutheran 
Church was without a primary grade 
teacher. In the emergency the pas
tor's son, Carl Doermann (later a 
missionary to India), began teaching 
but urged his father to secure a quali
fied teacher as soon as possible. By 
late October Dr. Nl. P. F. Doermann 
had found Clara Damm and per
suaded her to come to Blue Island. 

The three-teacher school with less 
than 100 students to which Miss 
Damm came in 1919 has since grown 
to a nine-teacher school with an en
rollment of almost 250. The building 
erected seven years before her ar
rival has been' enlarged twice and 
now ranks among the finest Lutheran 
elementary schools in the country. 

Miss Damm has always been a dis
tinct credit to the teaching profession. 
A fellow teacher writes, "What a 
special blessing it has been to work 
beside one who was a continual ex
ample of a true Christian teacher-
patient, compassionate, humble, and 
faithful to her Lord. I shall always 
think of Miss Damm as the kind ot 
teacher I can only hope to become. 

Dr. F. E. Schoenbohm, former pas
tor of First Lutheran, says, "As her 
former pastor, and a friend I gladly 
bear this testimony to Miss Clara 
Damm, long-time, faithful teacher ot 
first graders in the Christian Day 
School of First Lutheran Church that 
among Christian teachers I haxe 
known no one has served the lambs 
of Christ entrusted into her teaching 

care with deeper love and more de
votion than she." 

Parents of one of Miss Damm's 
students say, "How fortunate we were 
to have Miss Damm as a godly, dedi
cated, and most capable teacher for 
our little girl. Not only did she inspire 
scholastic achievement but also the 
desire for spiritual accomplishment." 

Another former student, now pre
paring to become a Christian day 
school teacher herself, has this to say: 
"An important part in the education 
of any child is the foundation which 
is laid for him in the first grade. None 
could be finer than the one built by 
Miss Damm. Interest in her students 
was not confined to the classroom but 
extended to every phase of their lives. 
No one will ever equal the work that 
she has done and I am fortunate to 
have been one of her students. 

As for Miss Damm herself, she ex
pressed her philosophy of teaching as 
wanting to "bring to the child the 
meaning of the love of God in Christ 
Jesus; also the meaning of knowledge, 
wisdom, and judgment based on ex
perience, and with the help of the 
Holv Spirit to lead him so he may 
live a God-pleasing and useful life." 

"Would that every congregation 
could have a Ghristian day school," 
says Miss Damm, "where the children 
are instructed daily in God s W ord 
and a Ghristian interpretation is given 
to all secular subjects. 

"I deem it a privilege to have 
taught in a Christian day school. The 
blessings which God has bestowed 
upon teacher and pupil have been 
manifold. Had I to live my life over 
again, I would certainly choose teach
ing in a Christian day school." • • • 
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Now that Dr. Clemens Granskou has retired as president of St.  Olaf College, he will probably devote even more time to reading. 

40 l/ears an Educator 1 
OX ONE side of the room is a 

picture window. The opposite 
wall is lined with shelves of books. 
Between the two sits a man in shirt 
sleeves reading a book. 

That scene—late at night—has be
come a familiar sight for the last 20 
years as students have hurried up 
the hill on St. Olaf Avenue in North-
field, Minn., to get girl friends back 
into the dormitory before lights-out. 

The man reading the book is Dr. 
Clemens Granskou, for 20 years— 
until his retirement last month—presi
dent of St. Olaf College. A theologian 
visiting this country a few years ago 
said of Dr. Granskou, "This is the 
first college president I have ever met 
who actually reads books." 

College presidents have retired in 
the ALC before and more will retire 
within the next decade, and many of 
them have given long years of force
ful leadership. What puts Dr. Grans
kou in a slightly different category is 
that he has been president of three of 
our church's colleges—Waldorf, Au-
gustana, and St. Olaf. Also-with 
possibly one exception—he is probably 
the only ordained clergyman in our 
church who has spent virtually his 
whole ministry in college education. 
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Dr. Granskou's career began in 
China in 1921. Not that he really 
planned it that way. In fact, during 
his college years he had never given 
thought to the foreign mission field. 
His interest was in theology, philos-
ophy, and history, and he planned to 
do graduate work in these fields after 
graduation from the seminary. 

But in his last year in the seminary 
a plea came for missionaries in China. 
Since the response was quite meager, 
Granskou decided somebody should 
answer the call, so he wrote to his 
wife-to-be and asked her if she would 
accompany him to China. 

During his first year at the Col
lege of Chinese studies at Peking he 
had to do some serious thinking. For 
the first time he came in personal con
tact with another culture. 

I saw that if Christianity was to 
meet this culture head on, it must 
be with an intelligent understanding 
of its task, he decided. "If we were 
really to bring the Gospel to the Chi
nese, we first of all had to strip Christ 
of a lot of western ideas and accouter-
ments and begin to see him as univer
sal. In fact, Christ was more oriental 
than he was western." 

Reflecting years later on what this 

By Wilfred Bockelman 

experience meant to him, Dr. Grans
kou said, "As I pondered these things 
I became not less of a Lutheran but 
more of a Lutheran. I learned what 
it meant to be a free Christian. To a 
free Christian there is no area of life 
that is closed to investigation. 

"I learned the difference between 
faith and knowledge. As I turned 
more and more to the writings of 
Luther I realized what he meant b\ 
the dynamics of faith. For him the 
Bible was essentially communication ^ 
What made the Bible active for him 
was that it was the revelation of God 
through Jesus Christ." 

By 1925, when Dr. Granskou be
came the first director of the Amer
ican School at Kikungshan, Chiiia. e 

sensed that his future would be"1 

education. And for him education 
cannot be separated from freedom o 
inquicy. Few people in the C'1U|, 
have argued so eloquently for 
necessity of academic freedom as 
Clemens Granskou. The Christian 
lege ought to be completely una r 
of truth from any quarter, he ins 

"I readily admi?," Dr Grand® 
wrote to a friend, "that I ^ave sf 

concerned about charting a 
which would make St. Olaf free i 



pursuit of truth. I see no purpose in 
conducting an educational institution 
that is not academically sound. In this 
respect I owe a debt of gratitude to 
my Alma Mater. I will never forget 
the thrill I experienced in participat
ing in the classroom discussions under 
George W. Spohn, Julius Boraas, C. 
A. Mellby, and others. These great 
minds made us feel that wrestling 
with new and sometimes strange ideas 
was not a sin, but a God-given privi-
lege. 

"Later on I tried to carry out these 
principles in my own situation when 
I became a college teacher. I soon 
discovered how relieved some stu
dents became when they learned that 
they could question without being 
purged. Instead of losing their faith 
theij were stimulated to dig deeper to 
find surer foundations upon which to 
build. Perhaps the most enriching ex
periences of my life were those mo
ments when I sensed that students 
had experienced the joy of the liber
ated mind." 

A professor from another school 
wrote to Dr. Granskou, "I want spe
cifically to thank you for your chapel 
talks. I often grow weary of the talk 
that I hear in religious places since 
so much of it strikes me as idle and 
thoughtless talk. But you did not raise 
idle issues nor give mindless answers. 
You were not willing to make complex 
doctrines and problems simple and 
yet you did not succumb to the temp
tation of thinking that all issues are 
so complex that no commitment, mor
al or otherwise is possible. This point 
of view characterizes, I believe, not 
only your speaking but your conduct 
of all the college affairs." 

He wants, above all else, to have 
our colleges remain church colleges. 
But he insists that this loyalty to the 
church is not determined by the 
amount of money the institutions get 
from the church. The way to main
tain this loyalty to the church is to 
select a staff and a faculty who are 
themselves loyal to the church and 
love the church, and then set them 
free in the search of truth. 

Dr. Granskou grants this same free
dom to his faculty and staff. His 
philosophy is to surround yourself 
with capable men, give them respon
sibility, and then give them the neces
sary authority to carry out their re
sponsibility. 

^°u don't always have to be in 
the foreground," he says. "There is 
'"> limit to the amount of good you 

can do if you don't care who gets the 
credit." 

Perhaps that's why when you visit 
St. Olaf for a few days you are im
pressed with the large number of men 
of high caliber—and perhaps surprised 
that when you meet the president 
himself you are not overwhelmed 
with a personality man. Here is an 
administrator in the best sense of the 
term. 

At a banquet in Dr. Granskou's 
honor upon his retirement one of the 
professors in paying tribute to him 
said, "It is a disease of executives, I 
suppose, to go executive, to become 
brusque, and to put on airs. You 
never did. One never felt you were 
self-conscious about your position. 
You wore the mantle of your office 
loosely and lightly about you. You 
were not encumbered bv settled ways 

of doing things. You sat, as it were, 
loose to possible developments, will
ing to face them and act upon them 
without prejudice. You trusted and 
encouraged others, and welcomed 
their ideas. . . . Even when we on 
the faculty differed with you—and, 
as you remarked at commencement: 
'anyone who knows the nature of the 
good teacher knows that it is incum
bent upon him to differ —it was not 
taken personally." 

Although his personal loyalties are 
understandably deeply attached to the 
school he served for 20 years as presi
dent, Dr. Granskou's concern is for 
all of the church's educational insti
tutions. 

"The investment in higher educa
tion," he says, "is an investment in a 
mission enterprise of momentous im
portance to the future of the church." 

PICh A NUMBER 
By Vincent Edwards 

If you are any sort of Bible student, this quiz should be as easy as 
pie. At the top there is a list of 10 different numbers in a row, and each 
is an answer to the question below. The trick is to put the right one in 
the proper blank. 

Count 10 for each correct answer. When you have totaled your score, 
you can grade your standing as follows: 90 is excellent, 80 is good, and 
'70 is fair. But 60, while passing, plainly shows you need to brush up on 
the world's greatest Book. The answers appear on page 26. 

THE ANSWER NUMBERS: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 10 
1. How many fishes did a boy have in his lunch 

which was used'by Jesus to feed miraculously a crowd 
of 5,000? 

2. How many times did the Israelites have to march 
around the city of Jericho before the walls fell down 
and they were able to capture it? 

3. How many times did Elisha tell Naaman to 
wash in the River Jordan in order to be cured of 
his leprosy? 

4. How many days was God busy making the world 
before he chose a day of rest? 

5. How manv of the 10 lepers that Jesus healed re
turned to thanx him? 

6 With how many plagues were Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians punished before they finally gave the Israel
ites their freedom? , 

7. How many times did God call the boy Samuel 

8 How many disciples did Jesus take to be near 
him when he suffered his agony in the Garden of 
Gethsemane? .. c . 

9. How many Israelites were sent out by Moses to 
spy on the land of Canaan? 
1 10. How many stones did David gather for his sling 

when he went out to fight the giant Goliath. 

12 13 
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E D I T O 

Not All Stodgy 

At a press conference, held after his return from 
the Lutheran World Federation Assembly in Hel
sinki, Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, newly-elected president 
of the LWF, was asked to comment on a letter about 
the Assembly written by Dr. Edgar S. Brown Jr., and 
published in Time magazine. In the letter Dr. Brown, 
director of the Commission on Worship of the Lu
theran Church in America, referred to "sweating out" 
the "ponderous theological peregrinations" during the 
long discussion of the doctrine of justification by 
faith. In short, he made it plain that the meeting 
impressed him as decidedly stodgy. 

Without hesitation Dr. Schiotz admitted that the 
plenary sessions of the first two or three days were 
"heavy" or "stodgy with ponderous theology and 
not calculated to spellbind the man in the street. 
But, added Dr. Schiotz, this did not apply to the 
entire convention, for example, to some of the 26 
discussion groups. The group in which Dr. Schiotz 
participated included Professor Peter Brunner of 
Heidelberg, Germany, Dr. Gerhard Gloege, of the 
University of Bonn, and others who, at least in that 
group, were quite successful in "getting across to the 
people. 

However, Dr. Schiotz did not try to defend the 
LWF for its tendency to speak in the tongue of pro
fessional theologians rather than in the tongue of 
the common man. When he was asked to cite the 
chief contributions made by the Helsinki Assembly, 
Dr. Schiotz said that one of them was the fact that 
the failure at Helsinki to produce a contemporary 
statement on justification that is meaningful to the 
common man will lead to more interest in com
pelling the theologians to speak in popular language. 
This is one of the five outstanding contributions 
which Dr. Schiotz feels should be credited to the 
Helsinki Assembly. The other four are: 

1. This was the first of the four LWF Assemblies in 
which its constitution was revised. The revision is de
signed to make it very clear that the LWF has no aspira
tions to become a super-church. "I hope this change 
encourages the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to 
join the LWF," Dr. Schiotz said. 

2. At Helsinki the LWF was to some extent restruc
tured. Hitherto the various departments have operated 
"like independent little units" and directly solicited funds 
from member churches. There is now a coordinating 
committee, of which the president is the chairman, so 
that the thrust of the LWF will henceforth be that of 
a unified organization. 

3. The Assembly gave a real "lift" to the people of 
Finland, which is 'off in a corner by itself." On Assem
bly Sunday some 400 pastors who were attending the 
Assembly were farmed out to preach to congregations 

R I A L S  

throughout Finland. The Finnish national airline flew 
many of them to their destination gratis. Dr. Schiotz 
characterized as extraordinary the warmth of the hospi
tality given to the conventioners by their Finnish hosts 

4. The Assembly took an important step in the inter
ests of ecumenicity (world-wide Christianity) by form-
ing a Lutheran Foundation for Interconfessional Re
search. This foundation is to continue the research into 
and conversation with Roman Catholics already under 
way and to extend such activities to Anglicans and 
other Protestant groups. The new foundation was to be 
registered as an independent corporation in Switzerland 
on Sept. 18 but will work under the supervision of the 
LWF—E.W.S. 

Briefing on Justification 

At this press conference, held for both the public 
and the church press, justification by faith was prob
ably the most talked-about subject. Dr. Schiotz made 
it plain that, contrary to the impression which seems 
to be abroad, the fact that the Assembly did not 
adopt a contemporary statement on justification does 
not mean that the delegates "fell out" and were 
seriously divided on this subject. The statement was 
not rejected. It was received—and referred to the 
LWF's Commission on Theology. The differences 
were not on doctrine but on the formulation of the 
doctrine—how this doctrine should be worded to 
"get across" to the man on the street and the woman 
in the kitchen in today's world. 

This matter, Dr. Schiotz said, must be seen in its 
proper context. For one thing, time for theological 
discussion at Helsinki was quite limited. And then, 
in diplomatic language that seemed to this reporter 
to have a trace of humor in it, the new president 
of the LWF reminded the reporters that there was 
"a rather heavy array of professional theologians" at 
Helsinki and that theologians have a liking for tech
nical language. But, said Dr. Schiotz, even if the 
LWF "misfired" on the hoped-for statement on justi
fication, the Assembly itself was one of the finest 
demonstrations of justification. By this he meant that 
as the delegates lived together, worshipped together, 
studied the Bible together in the joyful freedom 
that is marked not by boastful pride but by Chris
tian humility and gratitude, they were "living in the 
meaning of the justification which Christ has given 
us." 

Then Dr. Schiotz was asked if he would tell the 
reporters in simple language just what justification 
means. He complied. And this, in substance, is what 
he said: 

"Religion is a relationship between an individual and 
his God. Whenever man stands in the presence of the 
holv God he finds himself judged a sinner. It is impos
sible for anyone to do anything without there being 
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some selfish element in it. But to be justified for the 
sake of Christ is to know that as I, a sinner, stand there 
I am a thoroughly forgiven person. In other words, in 
my relationship to God I am now a free man and Christ 
has taken my gfiilt from me. This gives me real freedom 
and is a good foundation for mental health. When it 
comes to one's relationship to men, the obligation lies 
upon every believer to do good works. No good works 
avail before Cod but in inir relationship to people noth
ing but good works avail.' 

This central doctrine, so important for each one of 
us, is made plain to Lutherans each Sunday morning 
as we participate in the Service. Note the several 
paragraphs in the confession of sins. First, "we poor 
sinners confess unto thee (God) that we are by 
nature sinful . . . and that we have sinned against 
thee by thought, word, and deed." That's an expres
sion of the urgent need of justification or forgiveness. 
Then we ask a merciful God, who has given his 
only-begotten Son to die for us, to have mercy on 
us and for Christ's sake to forgive all our sins. That's 
the ground or basis of our justification—the solid 
Rock on which our hope is built. 

Then come the words of absolution or forgiveness 
or justification from the pastor: "Almighty God, our 
heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us, and 
hath given his only Son to die for us, and for his 
sake forgiveth us all our sins." That's the blessed 
announcement and assurance of justification. And as 
justified, forgiven sinners, we constantly ask the 
Holy Spirit to "increase in us true knowledge of 
thee (God) and of thy will, and true obedience to 
thy Word. This obedience includes the good works 
to our neighbor of which Dr. Schiotz spoke and 
which are the fruit and proof of our justification. 

—E.W.S. 

The Senator's Problem 
Senator Thomas H. Kuchel of California has a 

problem which he discussed in a speech on the floor 
of the U.S. Senate. Since his problem involves the 
welfare of the nation; moreover, since church offi
cials have a somewhat similar problem, some atten
tion to it in these columns is in order. The problem 
centers in what the Senator calls the "fright mail" 
that he gets, that is, mail from people who have 
been frightened by allegedly "patriotic" leaflets, 
pamphlets, and fliers or by "lunatic columnists, 
apostles of hate and fear on radio and television, 
and even loony letters to the editor" into believing 
that the country is going to the devil, the Com
munists, and the United Nations, and that Washing
ton is giving it a push in that direction. 

Senator Kuchel cites examples of the kind of scares 
that otherwise normal people are hysterically falling 
for. One of them centered in the "Operation Water 
Moccasin" fright. This was an exercise, conducted 
by the U.S. Army in Georgia, to train our soldiers 
in counterguerrilla warfare. But it was pictured in 
these "zany" publications and in the imaginations 

of the frightened as the training of "barefooted 
Africans as guerrilla warriors" to be used to subju
gate other African nations, as the sending bv the 
United Nations of foreign troops to be trained to 
overthrow our Government, as an indication that 
the whole area where the exercise took place was 
being "invaded by hordes of Mongolians," etc., etc. 

Senator Kuchel is frankly puzzled as to how to 
deal with the volume of this fright mail that comes 
daily to his office. Experience has taught him that 
simply to try "to reply calmly and factually," to it is 
not the whole answer. "For." adds the Senator, "most 
fright mail writers will come right back a week-
later, terrified about something else, urgently stating 
that they do not believe me—and that I am either 
misinformed or worse." 

Of course, the answer is not to cut off free thought, 
free speech, or free expression. Nor is it to maintain 
that our representatives in Washington—or our 
church officials in Minneapolis—are infallible and 
above criticism. As Senator Kuchel says: Let us, 
by all means, debate, as reasonable and rational and 
realistic people, the successes and failures of the 
United Nations and foreign aid. But let us not do 
it on the basis of childish slogans or on the inane 
premise that they are Communist programs adopted 
bv a Communist or pro-Communist Government in 
Washington. . . . Clutching at half-truths and down
right falsehoods, the fright peddlers fabricate hoaxes 
. . . which frighten Americans and divert their atten
tion from the real menace. They sow suspicion and 
hatred. . . ." 

It is a federal offense to harass or threaten a 
federal official. Some might want to sharpen this 
law and deal sternly with people who write to 
Senators and Congressmen and harass them by 
calling them traitors. In a moment of desperation 
someone might even suggest that it would be a 
good idea if the church had a "law" forbidding 
harassing and threatening letters to church officials 
or at least limiting writers to one such letter a year. 
This, of course, is not the answer—at least not the 
answer for the church, which lives by the Gospel. 
Nor does Senator Kuchel think this is the answer in 
the political domain. Bather he rests on this hope: 

"Can these cruelly swindled victims of the fright 
peddlers be shocked into a reappraisal of their swindlers 
and be reclaimed as valuable and effective contributors 
in the fight against the real enemy? I do not know. 
But I believe it is time such an attempt be made. 

"Perhaps I am naive about this. Yet I feel there must 
be some—and they belong to both political parties—who 
can be persuaded to join the ranks again of sensible and 
decent anti-Communist, pro-Americans devoted to de
fending our Nation against defilement of both the ex
treme left and extreme right, here and abroad. 

"America has enough immediate and deadly danger
ous enemies, without manufacturing hobgoblins. Amer
ica can use all the responsible help it can receive." 

—E.W.S. 
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MK. EDITOR... 

FINEST SERMON 
• The missionary sermon, "To Whom 
Shall We Go?" (Aug. 13) is the finest 
I've yet to read. It is a violation of 
eternal right, it seems to me, for our 
churches to bypass the pleading mil
lions in the process of becoming 
heavy-laden with rich ornaments. 

JOANNE HANSEN 
Mankato, Minn. 

SHOCKED 
• Having just read "Non-Combat-
ants" (Aug. 13) I was shocked ! ! ! 
To think our Lutheran periodical, 
which should help nourish our souls 
for Christ, would print a story like 
that. There is not so much as one 
word about God. If Mr. Khrushchev 
read this he would gloat. It implies 
that anything is better than war. 
Please please please get the STAND
ARD back to being a religious Chris
tian paper. 

Mrs. EDWARD J. KUHN 
Ed wall, Wash. 

NOT BY HAIR-SPLITTING 
• I don't believe we should be called 
"The Lutheran Double Standard" 
(July 30) if we present both sides of 
either the science or fundamentalism 
questions fairly and allow our people 
to think for themselves. God's Spirit 
must be the Spirit of all truth, and 
we must not quench the spirit of free 
inquiry which seeks to learn more 
about all he has made. Let's not miss 
the point while debating whether 
Genesis is to be taken literally, or 
whether the Bible is completely free 
from any error, feeling that which 
opinion we hold is crucial to whether 
we can be saved. He saves us by 
grace, not our opinions, hair-splitting, 
or tempests in teapots. 

EVANGELINE J. ENCELHARDT 
Fergus Falls, Minn. 

NOTHING TO PERSECUTE 
• I hope L.S. readers will re-read the 
editorial by John M. Jensen, "Nothing 
to Persecute!" (July 30). Nothing to 
persecute is right! How many Luther
ans have time for working in the 
church kitchen, serving on the council 
or building committee, teaching, beau
tifying the grounds, etc., but seldom, 
if ever, have time for private prayer, 
Bible study, grace before meals, family 

devotions, witnessing for their Lord in 
words. Yes, "the local church sits se
curely in the community," Pastor Jen
sen, because it runs itself like a busi
ness and does nothing that will em
barrass itself. It does not do what is 
expected of it by people outside its 
doors—mention the name of Christ! 

Mrs. ROY OSTERBERG 
Stillwater, Minn. 

PAY NO ATTENTION 
• In the last four issues of the L.S. 
with your various articles dealing with 
the recent Supreme Court prayer de
cision, only one man in my opinion, 
Karl A. Olsson, speaks out with a truly 
Christian evaluation of what is hap
pening to religion in our country. Dr. 
Kauper fails to point out that the 
Court's opinion is just that, an opin
ion, and is binding only on the parties 
involved. We in the rest of the states 
need pay no attention to this ruling. 

WALLACE W. GROSCHE 
Arlington Hts., 111. 

PAY IS BETTER ELSEWHERE 
• Re Mr. Schramm's editorial of July 
2: The materialism demonstrated so 
vividly in extravagant church struc
tures, salaries, parsonages, etc., dis
courages the young man (from enter
ing the ministry). This is compounded 
as one observes the hunger in so 
many areas for the Word. Young men 
may ask. Why be a minister if it 
means to become the puppet of 
church councils, work in irrelevant 
areas, and be more of a corporation 
executive than a messenger of Christ. 
The material compensation is even 
better in other fields. 

GARY L. OLSON 
Fargo, N.D. 

CONFUSED IMAGE 
• I'm just a bit disappointed. The 
Lutheran World Federation, which 
assembles only once in six years, is a 
great opportunity for Lutherans to 
present a clear-cut testimony of faith 
to the world. What was the "world's" 
impression of this gathering? One 
secular account (Time): "The latest 
skirmish in this theological war (con
cerning justification) was fought this 
month in Helsinki. . . . The debate 
ended in failure. . . ." Twelve days 
and nothing but a tabling action. For 

the church, this may have been a 
healthy re-examination of a four-cen-
tury-old doctrine, but for the world 
at large it must have represented 
nothing but confusion. 

Rev. \1. LAUREL CRAY 
Visalia, Calif. 

• See editorials, page 18. 

PIOUS ARITHMETIC 
• I also agree with the editorial 
'Come Now, Dr. Hutchins" (July 
16). In Parochial School, a Sociolog
ical Study, by Flichter, the priest-
author states, "Even arithmetic can 
be used as an instrument of pious 
thoughts, as in the case of the teacher 
who gave this problem to her class: 
'If it takes 40,000 priests and 140,000 
nuns to care for 40,000,000 Catholics 
in the United States, how many more 
priests and sisters will be needed to 
convert and care for the hundred 
million non-Catholics in the United 
States?'" He also says the Catholic 
elementary school is the first recruit
ing ground for the future professional 
functionaries of the church. 

Jo ANN MOHN 
Savage, Minn. 

FAMILY 
life? 

W 

HOW STRENGTHEN 
FAMILY LIFE? 

A Coloring Book to trigger talk about 
Family Living for Parents • Teen
agers • Families • Couples Clubs 
• Family Nights 
Please send copies HOW 
STRENGTHEN FAMILY LIFE @ 25c, 
$2.50 dot., $7.50/100 Cod# 22-4M 

Postage: add 10c per dollar 

I enclose $. Cbarg# 

Address. 

Name 

Order from 
AUGSBURG PUBLISHING HOUSE 
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• In reading several articles in the 
L.S. recently, I sense a much warmer 
and fraternal spirit with Roman Cath
olicism. I keep asking myself as a 
missionary in Brazil where the people 
are 90% Roman Catholics, "What am 
I doing here?" Do we not as a church 
recognize the gross idolatry that is 
being taught and practiced by the 
Roman Catholics? If not, come to 
Brazil and see for yourselves! There 
is a real difference between "trusting 
in Christ as Savior" and the Roman 
Catholic who also trusts in Christ as 
Savior, but means that he is Savior in 
the respect that he furnishes abundant 
grace for him to work out his salva
tion. 

ROBERT H. FEDDE 
Umuarama, Brazil 

SCIENCE AND SCIENTISTS 
• As a veterinarian, I consider my
self a biological scientist. The com
mon statement that was again made 
(p. 20, Aug. 13) hit a sore point with 
me concerning the conflict of science 
and religion. Parthenogenesis (virgin 
birth) is not just a word found in a 
medical dictionary but is rather a 
proven scientific fact. The U.S. Dept. 
of Agriculture at Beltsville, Md., has 
a strain of turkeys that produces eggs 
that hatch living male turkey poults 
without the benefit of a father. Ad
mittedly this does not prove that in 
humans this can occur, but it does 
establish a premise that it might. All 
of us are prone to be authorities on 
subjects we know nothing about. I 
fear the "scientists" who dispute the 
virgin birth are more often theolo
gians than they are biological scien
tists. 

ARTHUR R. EBERT, DVM 
Waldo, Ohio 

t • I am thinking of the millions of 
years geologists say the world ex
isted. Geologists do not take eternity 
into consideration. It cannot be meas
ured in days or years. God created 
the world in eternity, outside the 
realm of time, therefore in no time at 
all. 

FRED A. ISERINCHAUSEN 
Dayton, Ohio 

• It is our responsibility to proclaim 
the Gospel to our generation. The 
authors of Scripture believed in a 
three-storied universe: the heavens 
"up there," a flat earth down here, 
and below, hades, the abode of the 
dead. We know today that the uni
verse is not so constructed. To prop
erly proclaim the Gospel to our gen

eration, we must translate the truths 
of faith into language and concepts 
that our generation will understand. 
Many of the categories of space that 
the Bible uses have no meaning to 
20th century man. For example, heav
en is not a "place somewhere up 
there." but a state of being—being 
with God. 

Further, the creation stories in 
Genesis are not scientific descriptions 
of the origin of our universe but the 

great religious affirmations about the 
purpose behind our material world. If 
we teach our young people that God 
created the universe in six 24-hour 
days and that science is all wrong, we 
will be requiring them to make a 
false choice between what appears to 
be a Godless science and what most 
assuredly is a wrong interpretation of 
the Christian faith. 

HENRY EHLEN 
Lamesa, Tex. 

••'AUGSBURG*'" ^kv-r: T 1 1 

K^BooKsyfTf userul keys 
to tetter 

church management 
P a r i s h  R e c o r d s  f o r  C o n g r e g a t i o n s  o f  T h e  A m e r i c a n  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  
Over 130 pages divided into 13 sections for all the permanent records 
of your church. Red buckram covered binder with leather corners, metal 
back and hinges. Size D'/gxl2/i'• $25.00 

M i s t e r / M a d a m  C h a i r m a n  
Step-by-step guide to correct parliamentary procedure. How, when, why 
motions are made. Self-indexed, loose leaf, plastic bound. $1.75 

T o w a r d  B e t t e r  C h u r c h  C o m m i t t e e s  
Deals with qualifications and attitudes of members, correct organization 
and procedures. Paper. $1.50; $15.00 dozen 

A c c o u n t i n g  M e t h o d s  f o r  t h e  S m a l l  C h u r c h  
Guide for recording and reporting church finances. Suggested basic rec
ords, forms, etc. Spiral bound, paper. $2.50 

A  G u i d e  t o  C h u r c h  B u i l d i n g  a n d  F u n d  R a i s i n g  
How to analyze the needs, assume structural beauty, work with the 
architect, etc. Fund raising helps. Model plans. Cloth. $5.00 

T h e  K e y  t o  a  S u c c e s s f u l  C h u r c h  L i b r a r y  
A practical guide for setting up and operating an effective church library, 
without experienced help. Spiral binding. $1.00 

A  P r a c t i c a l  G u i d e  f o r  A l t a r  G u i l d s  
A manual explaining the purpose and function of church altar guilds. 
Enumerates the duties of the guild. Paper. $1.25 

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE/ pubi.shed by augsburg 
P U B L I S H I N G  H O U S E  
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An estimated 3,000,000 people 
hear this broadcast each week 
over the following stations. 

State and City Station Time 

ALASKA 
9:30 Nome KICY 9:30 

ALABAMA 
Selma WRWJ 4:15 

ARIZONA 
Scottsdale KYND 
Tucson KAIR 6:00 

CALIFORNIA 
Alturas KCNO 4:00 
Blythe KYOR 4:30 
North Hollywood KBLA 2:30 
Susanville KSUE 5:00 
Yuba City KAGR 2:00 

CANADA 
Windsor, Ont. CKLW 10:30 

FLORIDA 
DeLand WOOO 

ILLINOIS 
Bloomington WJBC 6:25 
Chicago WCFL 10:30 
Danville WITY 7:00 
Galesburg WGIL 7:30 

INDIANA 
Portland WPGW 4:30 
Terre Haute (FM) WPFR 5:30 

IOWA 
Boone KWBG 4:00 
Cedar Rapids WMT 10:15 
Decorah KWLC 4:30 
Des Moines (FM) KDMI 6:30 

KENTUCKY 
Louisville WINN 11:30 
Vanceburg WKKS 8:30 

LOUISIANA 
Bogalusa WIKC 6:30 

MICHIGAN 
Coldwater WTVB 9:00 
Detroit CKLW 10:30 
Grand Rapids WLAV 10:00 
Ypsilanti WYNZ 

MINNESOTA 
Benson KBMO 4:00 
Fergus Falls KOTE 7:00 
Mankato KTOE 6:00 
Marshall KMHL 5:30 

'Minneapolis WCCO 10:30 
Montevideo KDMA 5:30 
Pipestone KLOH 4:00 
Thief River Falls KTRF 6:30 
Redwood Falls KLGR 5:30 
Willmar KWLM 5:30 

MISSISSIPPI 
Columbus WCBI 5:00 

MISSOURI 
Sedalia KDRO 10:30 

MONTANA 
Glendive KXGN 7:00 

NEBRASKA 
Omaha wow 9:00 

NEW YORK 
New York City WOR 10:30 
Niagara Falls-Buffalo WHLD 3:30 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Bismarck KFYR 9:00 
Fargo KFNW 4:30 

OKLAHOMA 
Cushing KUSH 4:55 

OREGON 
Portland KPVA 5:00 

OHIO 
Bucyrus WBCO 6:05 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Charleroi WESA 3:30 
Scranton WARM 8:00 
Leighton WYNS 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Rapid City KOTA 5:15 
Sioux Falls KSOO 5:30 
Yankton WNAX 9:00 
Watertown KSDR 4:00 

TEXAS 
Bay City KIOX 
Orange KOGT 7:00 

WASHINGTON 
Chelan KOZI 6:30 
Kelso KLOG 6:30 
Puyallup KAYE 9:30 
Quincy KPOR 3:30 
Seattle KIRO 10:00 
Tacoma (FM) KTWR 4:00 

WISCONSIN 
Beloit WBEL 8:00 
Green Bay WDUZ 4:30 
Madison WKOW 9:00 
Menomonie WMNE 3:30 
N eilsvi lie WCCN 6:30 
Rice Lake WJMC 6:30 
Sheboygan WHBL 5:30 
Wauwatosa (FM) WTOS 8:30 

ECUADOR, South America 
Quito HCJB 9:30 

NOTE: All broadcasts on Sunday p.m. 

22—THE LUTHERAN STANDARD 

LUTHERAN VESPERS 
A weekly radio Evangelism program, under 
the auspices of the Commission on' Em 
gelism of the American Lutheran Church 
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From a blind man 
in St. Paul. Minnesota— 

The words you are preaching 
and the way you send it, reminds 
me of a beautiful May shower 
where every drop sinks into the dry 
soil. 

From California— 

The sound of the bell always car
ries me back to the little white church 
of my childhood in eastern Wisconsin. 

From Illinois— 

With the ringing of the Vesper's 
bell, my heart sings in joyous re
sponse, praise and anticipation, 
and impresses me as no other radio 
program has ever done. 

'the salvation of souls 
our only concern" 

Rev. Harry R. Gregerson, D O. 
Founder and Speaker 
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AUGUSTANA ACADEMY CHOIR 
Clifton A. Madson. Director 

regular participants 

Supported by the listening audience and the 
Brotherhood of the American Lutheran Church. 

YOUR CONTINUED PRAYERS AND SUPPORT WILL BE GREATLY APPREc'aTE 

Mailing Address: Lutheran Vespers, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 



NEWS 

I I 1 1  ,  ,  .  f r o m  p a g e  9  

er degree of cooperation in mission 
and evangelism. 
• Admitted nine new churches, two 

of them Lutheran, bringing total mem
bership in the body to 209 full mem
bers and three associate member 
churches, with a total membership of 
approximately 350,000,000 Protestant, 
Anglican, and Orthodox Christians. 
• Selected four observers to the 

next session of the Vatican Council. 
• Approved plans for a world con

ference in 1966 on God, Man, and 
Contemporary Society. 
• Asked a 14-member committee to 

begin to search for a new general sec
retary to succeed Dr. W. A. Visser t 
Hooft, who has announced that he will 
retire in 1963. 
• Accepted in principle an offer by 

the Lutheran World Federation's De
partment of World Service to act in 
specified circumstances as the agent 
of the WCC for the carrying out of 
service programs. 
• Supported a proposed $3,000,000 

fund to facilitate the production and 
distribution of Christian literature over 
the next five years. 

Dean Grueber  Admi ts  Gui l t  
to  Poles  to r  Nazi  Invas ion  

An appeal to Polish Christians to 
assume initiative in the movement to
ward world reconciliation was sound
ed by Dean Heinrich Grueber, promi
nent West Berlin Protestant leader. 

In Poland at the invitation of Bish
op Andrzej Wantula, head of the 
Polish Lutheran Church, Dean Grue
ber preached at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Warsaw on the text, "For
give us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us." 

"^Tien we come to a land and a 
people against whom our nation has 
sinned in the past," he told the con
gregation, "this very guilt and com
plicity dampens the joy of renewing 
friendships." 

Dean Grueber, whose visit to War
saw coincided with the anniversary of 
die Nazi invasion of Poland on Sept. 

1939, said there are Germans who 
hy to counter-balance guilt and suf-
'ering, saying that "because we have 
gone through so much with the de
struction of our homes and cities and 
w'th all the postwar suffering, hate, 
and teachery, all this has been written 
off our guilt." 

hut, he declared, "suffering can

These members of the 2nd Battle Group, 8th Infantry. Fort Riley, Kan., took time out for a 
hymn during the Army Training test held there recently. They are, left to right, standing, 
Pfc. H. O. Rice, Philadelphia. Pa.; Chaplain Norris L. Einertson, ALC chaplain from West-
brook, Minn.; and Pfc. P. H. Nadeau, Detroit.  Mich. Playing the organ is Chaplain Harold 
D. Thompson, Weatherford, Te*. Pfc. Nadeau is a member of the ALC. 

not compensate for guilt . . . God 
alone can forgive sin. God alone can 
bring blessing out of suffering." 

Voluntary  Agencies  Give  
$1  Mi l l ion  a  Day for  Rel ie f  

American voluntary agencies dis
tributed relief aid overseas at the rate 
of almost $1,000,000 a day during 
1962, the State Department's Advisory 
Gommittee on Voluntary Foreign Aid 
disclosed. 

The agencies licensed to participate 
in the program sent $363,566,000 
worth of help abroad last year, the 
annual report declared. This included 
$177,919,000 worth of surplus food 
donated from stocks acquired by the 
government in price support opera
tions, and $42,351,000 of other sup
plies, including drugs, used clothing, 
etc. The organizations spent $122,-
956,000 in cash donations overseas. 
They also purchased $20,418,000 in 
supplies abroad. 

Leading the field in internationa 
relief operations, as it has since World 
War II, was Catholic Relief Services-
National Catholic Welfare Confer
ence, which sent supplies worth $161,-
089,000 abroad, almost equal to the 
total effort of all other voluntary agen
cies combined. . , 

Other leading agencies included 
CARE—$64,947,000; Church World 
Service_$41,442,000; American Jew
ish Joint Distribution Committee 
$30, i 62,000; and Lutheran World 
Belief—$ 12,337,000. 

Dr. Piper  Speaks on 
Gospel  Study Essentials  

The essential thing in the study 
and use of the four Gospels is not to 
try to get behind them to something 
allegedly more authentic than the 
present Gospels but to begin with the 
Gospels themselves. 

This was the burden of three lec
tures on "The Christ of the Gospels 
and Recent Research" given by Dr. 
Otto Piper, famed Professor of New 
Testament at Princeton Theological 
Seminary until his retirement last 
year, to 110 or more pastors who at
tended the Pastor's Institute spon
sored by the Department of Religion 
of Augsburg College, Minneapolis, 
Aug. 27-29. 

After sketching the history of the 
"quest for the historical Jesus" and 
analyzing the writings of Rudolf Bult-
man'n and other scholars who employ 
the methods of "form criticism," Dr. 
Piper said that although scholarship 
has its rightful place, the essential 
task of the student of the New Testa
ment is not to try to get back to what 
the scholars call "the historical nu
cleus" of the Gospels but to try to 
understand those Gospels in the form 
in which they have come to us. Tak
ing them as they are, it is the Chris
tian's task and privilege to try to ap
ply their message to his particular 
situation today. 

The quest for the historical Jesus, 
Dr. Piper said, "is a futile one be-
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IN 
Now is the 
time for all 
good men, 
or their 
parents, 
to start 
thinking 
about going 
to college 
... next 
year... 
or the year 
after that 
...or 10 
years from 
now... 
or 17... 

A lot of thinking needs to he-
done in anticipation of those col
lege decisions. What school? What 
courses? How long? How are these 
decisions going to he financed? 

The Investment and Loan Fund 
of The American Lutheran Church 
might be part of the answer to 
that fourth question of finances. 

Two plans arc available to help 
a person save money for a minor's 
college education. 1 lie plans arc-
known as the "Single Investment 
College Plan" and the "Annual 
Investment College Plan." You can 
subscribe to either plan on behall 
of any minor. 

Both plans pay to the trustee or 
custodian for the beneficiary the 
sum of Si.ooo on each of the bene
ficiary's 18th. Mjth, 20th. and 21 si 
birthdays for a total of 84,000. 

The Single Investment College 
Plan calls for a single payment of 
a lump sum at the time the plan 
is started. The Annual Investment 
College plan calls for a fixed pay
ment each year through the bene
ficiary's 171I1 birthday. 

For more information and an 
exact table of payments, write Flu-
Board of T rustees, The ALC, 422 
S. 5th St., Minneapolis, Minn. 

NEWS 
cause the only Jesus whom we know 
is the Jesus of the Gospels." 

Also included on the program of 
the Pastor's Institute were two lec
tures on the Vatican Council by the 
Most Rev. Leonard P. Cowley, D.D., 
auxiliary to the archbishop of St. Paul, 
Minn.; a report 011 the LWF Assem
bly at Helsinki, by Dr. John Stens-
vaag, former president of the Luther
an Free Church and now professor of 
Old Testament at Luther Theological 
Seminary, St. Paul; and an address on 
"The Church College and the Rever
sal of History," by Dr. Oscar A. An
derson, the new president of Augs
burg College. 

Decorah Churches  Join  
in  Observing Centennia l  Day 

Recognizing their common origin, 
First Lutheran Church of Decorah, 
Iowa, and Decorah Lutheran Church 
joined in a centennial observance on 
August 25, with Dr. Fredrik A. 
Schiotz preaching. 

This service marked the 100th an
niversary of the founding of the De
corah Norwegian Evangelical Luther
an Congregation. Theological contro
versy, chiefly concerned with the doc
trine of election, divided the congre
gation in 1889, and the churches 
which exist today were organized. 

Pastors Alvon Nelson of First Lu
theran and Bruno Schlachtenhaufen 
of Decorah Lutheran also participated 
in the service. 

Separate anniversary celebrations 
will be held later: on September 29 
at First Lutheran, with the Rev. 
Richard Ellingson of Clear Lake, 
Iowa, speaking; on October 6 at De
corah Lutheran with Dr. Gerhard 

Frost of Luther Seminary, St. raui, 1 
as guest preacher. 

Worship  Commit tee  
Asks  tor  New Hymns 

There is a constant need for new 
hymns, declared the Standing Cor, 
mittee on Worship and Church Music 
at its meeting at St. Olaf College Aug. 
29 and 30. The committee indicated 
that it was "always interested" in nw 
hymns—both text and music—and in
vited composers and authors to sendP 
their work to its office at 422 S. 3tk 
St., Minneapolis. 

Types of hymns most wanted art 
hymns of praise, wedding hymns, 
hymns "that reflect the joy of Clin* 
tianity, and table prayers ("'Be Pro 
ent at Our Table Lord' has been 
worn out ). The committee is also 
interested in seeing new musical set
tings for the Service. 

It is planned from time to timeto 
print small booklets of new hymn* 
suitable for insertion in the Sertin 
Book and llijnnwl. Two new hymns 
have been printed and are available 
from Augsburg Publishing House; twok 

others were used at music institute* 
this year. 

The committee heard a progress re
port on a hymnal for the aging. It will 
include from 75 to 100 hymns from 
the SB 6- II, text only, and will IK 
printed in large type. 

Two new committee members ,ir 
District President Edward Hansen,re
placing Dr. E. C. Reinertson, wlm 
resigned, and the Rev. Alf Romst.ul 
Richfield, Minn., who replaced the 
Rev. Mandus Eggc who is now the 
committee's executive director. 

I n  D e c o r a h ,  I o w a ,  t w o  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  r e u n i t e d  f o r  o n e  s e r v i c e .  
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I 
> Four Colleges of ALC 

Inaugurate Presidents 
Four colleges of The American Lu

theran Church will inaugurate new 
presidents this fall. 

Dr. Anderson Dr. Olson 

Sept. 16—Dr. Sidney A. Rand, 
president of St. Olaf College, North-
field, Minn. Dr. Rand was formerly 
executive director of College Educa
tion for The American Lutheran 
Church. 

Oct. 11—Dr. Oscar A. Anderson, 
president of Augsburg College, Min
neapolis, Minn. Dr. Anderson, one 
time youth director of the former 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, had 
been pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Moorhead, Minn., since 1954. 

Nov. 1—Dr. Martin L. Cole, presi
dent of Texas Lutheran College, Se-
guin, Texas. Prior to his new position, 
Dr. Cole was professor at Eastern 
New Mexico University. 

Nov. 3—Dr. Raymond M. Olson, 
president of California Lutheran Col
lege, Thousand Oaks, Calif. Dr. Olson 
had been director of Stewardship of 
the ALC. 

New Congregations Begin 
Under American Missions 

First services were held in seven 
new American Lutheran congrega
tions from July 1 to Sept. 8. The 
American Missions staff requests that 
ALC members who know of Luther

ans in the new areas contact the pas
tors listed below. 

Augusta, Me., Prince of Peace 
Church. Contact the Rev. H. Fred 
More, 101 Fairview Ave. 

Huron, S.D., Our Savior Church. 
Contact the Rev. Ralph E. Johnshov, 
1640 Ohio Ave. 

Gulf Breeze, Fla., Good Shepherd 
Church. Contact the Rev. LeRoy Beu-
tel, 501 Shore Line Dr. 

Warren, Ohio, Living Lord Church. 
Contact the Rev. Paul Fuchs, 8331 
Fairhill Dr. 

Weimer, Tex., Faith Church. Con
tact the Rev. Hubert Zimmerman, 
Eagle St. 

Porterville, Calif., Trinity Church. 
Contact the Rev. August Hintz, 1113 
Dexter. 

Manchester, Mo., St. Luke Church. 
Contact the Rev. John J. Walker, 
Woods Mill Rd. 

Among the Churches 
Minnesota  Dis t r ic t s  
• 'Communicating the Gospel in 

Our Day was the theme of the third 
annual pastoral seminar of the Moor
head Conference of the ALC, held 
in Moorhead Sept. 9 and 10. 

Guest speakers were Dr. Arthur E. 
Hanson, N. Minn, district president; 
Dr. William A. Buegge, Minneapolis, 
Minn., pastor; Pastor Ralph Rusley, 
West Fargo, N.D.; and Prof. Paul R. 
Sponheim, Moorhead, Minn. 
• St. Stephen Church, West St. 

Paul, Minn. (Pastor N. G. Anderson), 
is erecting a parsonage that will be 
ready for occupancy bv Thanksgiving. 

IXl Wa 

Wiscons in  Dis t r ic t s  
• The Lincoln Lutheran Home of 

Racine dedicated a 73-bed addition 
and auxiliary units on Aug. 4. The 
new unit brings the bed capacity to 
173. A chapel, occupational therapy 
department, lounges, and coffee and 
gift shop were added. The Rev. C. A. 
Becker is the administrator. 

North  Dakota  Dis t r ic t s  
• Four north central N.D. parishes 

and one in Chicago, 111., are sponsor
ing Missionary and Mrs. Joseph E. 
Weiss as they begin their work in 
New Guinea. The Weisses were com
missioned Aug. 25 in Trinity Church 
of Esmond, N.D., by Pastor Lester 
Dahlen. 

In addition to the Edison Park 
Church of Chicago (Pastors A. G. 
Nasby and J. W. Jones), the following 
N.D. parishes are sponsoring the 
Weisses: Leeds (Pastor Elvvyn Nis-
sen); Minnewaukan (Pastor Richard 
Smith); Esmond (Pastor Delbert 
Ring); and Fillmore (Pastor Richard 
Quamme). 

South  Dakota  Dis t r ic t  
• The St. Paul Church of rural Elk 

Point, S.D. (Pastor Walther Kallestad), 
observed the 100th anniversary of 
Lutheran activity in the Dakota Terri
tory on Aug. 10 and 11. Gov. Archie 
Gubbrud was one of the speakers. 

Obi tuar ies  
The Rev. Cornelius K. Hansen, 62, 

died Aug. 19 at his home in Nluk-
wanago. Wis. A native of Schleswig-

Sheridan Church, Lincoln, Neb. (Pastor Robert O. Berthelsen), has for years encouraged 
and assisted its young men who are preparing for the ministry. One young man, David 
Pretty, is shown receiving a LEAF presentation following a morning service. Shown, left to 
right, are: Pastor Berthelsen; Mr. Harry Bunge, assistant to the Central District president; 
Pretty; and Mr. Harold Hansel,  member of the committee that made the presentation. 
The fund from which such gifts are made is supported by the Thanksgiving Day offering. 
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Holstein, Germany, Pastor Hansen 
served parishes in Neola, Iowa; Min
neapolis, Minn.; Racine, Wis.; and 
Mukwango. As a member of the for
mer UELC, he served as president of 
the Wisconsin District and of the 
Minnesota District. He was also a 
member of the Joint Union Commit
tee that arranged for the merger of 
churches forming the ALC. 

Mr. J. Jorgen Thompson, who 
served St. Olaf College, Northfield, 
Minn., as a teacher, counsellor, and 
administrator for many years, died at 
Sioux Falls, S.D., Sept. 2, at the age 
of 82 years. He had served at one 
time as acting president of the college. 

The Rev. Frederick H. Yetter, 81. 
of Ebenezer Home, Brush, Colo., died 
Aug. 28. A native of Scotland, S.D.. 
Pastor Vetter served parishes in Bv-
ron, Beatrice, Plainview, Smithfield, 
Neb.; in Denver and Sugar City, 
Colo.; and in Wakeenev and Bazine, 
Kan. 

The Rev. Arnold A. Hofcrer, Clay 

ANSWERS TO 
"PICK A NUMBER" (page 17) 

1. 2 (John 6:9). 
2. 13 (Joshua 6:14,15). 
3. 7 (II Kings 5:10). 
4. 6 (Genesis 1:31; 2:2,3). 
5. 1 (Luke 17:15-18). 

6. 10 (Exodus, chapters 7 to 12). 
7. 4 (I Samuel 3:4-10). 
8. 3 (Mark 14:33). 
9. 12 (Numbers 13:1-16). 

10. 5 (I Samuel 17:40). 

Center, Neb., died Sept. 2, at the 
age of 67 years. Born in Creighton, 
Neb., Pastor Hoferer served congre
gations at Covington, Okla.; Castalia, 
Iowa; and the following Nebraska 
communities: Cedar Rapids, Winside, 
Benkelman, Fairbury, and Clay Cen
ter. 

Anniversaries 
lOOth-St. Paul, Elk Point, S.D. 
75th—St. Paul, N. Tonawanda, N.Y. 
75th—Peace, Plymouth, Neb. 
75th—Our Savior, Medford, Wis. 

Pastors' Changes of Address 
Vern P. Asleson, from Jerusalem Israel, to Ulen, 
Minn. 
Wallace J Asper (faculty), from Minneapolis 
Mmm, to California Lutheran College, Mountclef 
Village, Thousand Oaks, Calif. 
Dewey L. Brevik (dir. of admis., Muhlenberg 
College), from Northfield, Minn., to 2333 Liberty 
St., Allentown, Pa. 
Carl H. Buettemeier (asst. pastor), from Hobart. 
Okla., to 1104 Cedar St., Eau Claire, Wis. (Good 
Shepherd). 
Ernest M. Caltvedt (missionary), from Taipei, 
Taiwan, to 19-3 Yen Ping Street, Keelung. Taiwan. 
Willard L. Conradson (military chaplain), from 
Hg 3535 Nav. Tng. Wg. (ATC), Mather AFB, 
Calif., to Bo* 3421, Mather AFB, Calif. 
Fred Ditmanson (retired), from St. Paul, Minn., 
to 3926 E. Tiffin Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 50317. 
J. P. Dragseth (instit. chaplain), from Minot, 
N.D.. to Glenwood Retirement Home, Glenwood, 
Minn. 56334. 
Paul W. Egertson, from Hollydale, Calif., to 800 
N. Bruce, Las Vegas, Nev. (Calvary). 
Norris L. Einertson (military chaplain), from Fort 
Riley, Kan., to Office of the Chaplain, Task Force 
2/8, Hqs. Company, APO 699, New York, N.Y. 
Carroll F. Ellertson (missionary), from Decorah, 
Iowa to Lutheran Publishing House, 150 Bellevue 
Rd., Durban, Natal, South Africa. 
Eugene L. Fevold, from St. Paul, Minn., to 145 
Washington Ave., Needham, Mass. 
Paul S. Fransen, from Edinburgh, Scotland, to 
5412 3rd Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn. 55419. 
Luther T. Gabrielsen (military chaplain), from 
APO 286, New York, to 3970 Combat Support 
Group (SAC), APO 283, New York, N.Y. 
John C. Gartley, from Kadoka, S.D., to Willow 
Lake, S.D. (Good Hope and Grace). 

Harvey O. Gilbertson, from Lake Mills lo»a • 
Manly, Iowa. 
Richard V Gilbertson, from Bethpage L.I S' 
to 68 Cedar St., Menlo Park, N.J. (Our $«.:• 
Dalton W. Gronlie (asst. pastor), from V. :. 
Lake, S.D., to 13560 E. McNichols Rd De*-:• 
Mich. 48205 (Mount Zion). 
Clifford T. Hanson (faculty), from Wj.e, 
Iowa, to Dana College, Blair, Neb. 
William J. Hanson, from Kgs. Lyngby, Denrj. 
to Giarlingsvej 10, Hellerup, Denmark. 
Robert L. Haycraft, from Iowa City, lo*a •: | 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Frederick, S.O !• I 
Paul and Aurdal). 
John G. Helgeson (faculty), from St, Paul, M 
to Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma West 
Thomas E. Herbranson, from St. Paul, Min- >•, j 
2250 Birch Lake Ave., White Bear Lake, M-
(Christ the King). 
Marvin P. Holt, from Moorhead, Minn., to Cot' | 
Minn. (Trinity and Calvary). 
Donovan L. Hommen (asst. pastor), from 41] 
Hillside Ct. to 815 Main St., Williston, NO 
(First). 
Robert O. Huff, from Indianapolis, Ino. ta 
3700 Jefferson Ave., Midland, Mich. (Tr-\ 
Oscar J. Ice (DCUW campus pastor, ManU-: 
State), from Cambridge, Mass., to 530 S. 5th S' 
Mankato_ Minn. 
C. B Jotiansen (retired), from Ferndale Was' 
to 2214 Lynn St., Bellingham, Wash. 
Carl W. Johnson Jr. (missionary) from Am' i 
Tanganyika, to Loliondo Lutheran Church, Lc oe-
do via Arusha, Tanganyika, East Africa. 
I. Murray Johnson, from Stephen, Mhn., to WK 
Halberns Blvd., Santee, Calif. (Carlton Hills; 
Laurel O Johnson (missionary), from M-re 
apolis, Minn., to Mission Lutherienne. Fort Da; 
phin, Malagasy Republic. 
Omar S Kaste (missionary), from Porto A'eg-e 
Brazil, to Cai*a Postal 438, Rio Grande (RG 
Brazil. 
A Thomas Kraabel, from Minneapolis, M 
27 Forest St., Apt. I, Cambridge, Mass. 02U! 
Waldo Kruse, from Shawano, Wis., to Sanborn . 
N.Y. 
Herman Astrup Larsen (faculty, Concord a Cc 
lege), from New Haven, Conn., to Rte. 3 Ha. 
ley, Minn. 
Clarence A. Larson (reg. dir., Amer. Msso-s 
from Minneapolis, Minn., to 1938 Sunnylav 
Toledo, Ohio. 
Paul H. Lionberger (military chaplain), fro-
FPO, New York, to COMSERBRON 8, Bldg. C 
NOB, Norfolk, Va. 23511. 
Roger O. Livdahl (asst. pastor) from Me' •::< 
N.D.. to 1217 7th St. S., Fargo, N.D. (Olive' 

Lee H. Luebke, from Elizabeth III., to 
McGinley St., Washington, III. 61571 (Faith). 

Peter E. Mathiasen (missionary), from B'a: 
157 Ellesmere Rd., Toronto, Ont. 
Henry J. Mathre, from St. Olaf, Iowa, to 1614 * 
Olive St., Stillwater, Minn. (Our Saviour). 
John J. Minneman, from Kens ngton Kan 
416 Union Ave., Hebron, Neb. 68370 (Grace). 

J. G. E. Mittermaier (retired), from Lake* • 
Ohio, to 731 S. 7th St., Upper Sandusky, 0': 
Maynard J. Moen, from Soldier, Iowa to <5 
N, Barr, Oklahoma City, Okla. (Prince of Peace 

E. David Natwick, from Cathedral City Ca 1 

to 774 Mi lwaukee Ave.,  Hutchinson, Minn, (Ot 
the King). 
W. Dennis Pederson, from Willma' M'n-
Rte. 2, Lake Park, Minn. (Cormorant, Houg u-
and Bethel). 
James R. Peterson, from Cook, Minn, to 3 act 
duck, Minn. (Zion). 
Reuben G. Pirner (faculty, Wartburg Sem.) '-o-
Germany to 445 Wartburg PI., Dubuque, lo*a 
Walter L. Priebe, from Bryan, Ohio, to 509 S 
Clinton St., Grand Ledge, Mich. (Immanue 
Olaus Qualen (retired), from Eagle Roc Ca 1 

to 2236 Merton Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 900< 
John E. Quam, from West Haven, Conn to 306 
N. Whitney St., Marshall, Minn. (St. Stephen 
Sidney A. Rand (pres.) from Minneapolis M «a. 
to St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn. 
C. K. Randoy (dir., Seaman's Center), f'o-
Silverdale, Wash., to 525 Dexter Ave. N., Sea''; 
Wash. 98101. 
Lawrence R. Rasmussen (assoc. pastor' h:-
Pelican Rapids, Minn., to 2873 S. 104th St. w • 
waukee, Wis. 53227 (Mount Hope). 
E. K. Rostad, from Preeceville, Sask., fo it 
Sommerfeld Ave., Saskatoon, Sask. (Redeemr 
John T. Rotto, from San Anselmo, Calif., fo 262k 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd., Fairfax, Calif. 
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Dalbcrt  Rumme (missionary) from Tokyo, Japan, 
to 55, 2 Chome, Kirigaoka, Handa Shi,  Aichi Ken, 
Japan. 
Everett  W. Savage (missionary),  from Tacoma, 
Wash.,  to 8226 18th Ave. N.E.,  Seatt le,  Wash. 
Gerald E. Scheck (assoc pastor) ,  from Wilmot,  
S.D.,  to 611 5th S.W.,  Pipestone,  Minn. (First) .  
Alei  Schira (retired) from Worthington, Minn.,  
to c/o Mrs.  Robert  P.  West,  8021 Windsor Dr. ,  
La Mesa,  Calif .  
Paul A. Schulz (missionary),  from Sugar Grove, 
W. Va.,  to Karkar Island, Madang, Terr,  of New 
Guinea.  
Oliver Seim (retired),  from Creston,  III . ,  to 1011 
S.  2nd St. ,  Moorhead, Minn. 
Harry Sorensen, from FPO San Francisco,  Calif . ,  
to c/o R. L. Sorensen, Creighton, Neb. 
Myles C. Stenshoel (faculty.  Auqustana College),  
from Denver,  Colo. ,  to 2709 S.  Willow, Sioux 
Falls,  S.D. 57105. 
John A. R. Svendby, from Brunkild,  Man.,  tc 
Hope, N.D. (Blabon, Ness,  and St.  Petri) .  
Oliver Thompson (retired),  from Sunburg,  Minn.,  
to Milan,  Minn. 
Mark W. Thomsen (missionary),  from Northern 
Nigeria to Denmark, Wis.  
Carl  L. Ulrich (missionary),  from Tslvory,  Mala-

Jasy Republic,  to Mission Lutherienne,  Fort  
auphin,  Malagasy Republic.  

David L. Valen (mili tary chaplain),  from Lack
land AFB. Tex.,  to 319 Combat Support  Group, 
Grand Forks AFB, N.D. 
L. R. Vanderpan (faculty),  from Sharon, N.D.,  to 
Augustana Academy, Canton, S.D. 
Will iam C. Volkmann, from Philo,  III  to Cullom, 
III . ,  60929 (St.  John).  
Arthur R. Walth (visi tat ion pastor) ,  from Golden 
Valley,  N.D.,  to 100 9th Ave. N.W.,  Minot,  N.D. 
(First) .  
G 0.  Wangberg,  from Calamus Iowa, to Dun-
combe, Iowa (Washington and South Enes).  
Nels H. Wangen (retired),  from Williston,  N.D.,  
to 1104 S.  114th St . ,  Tacoma, Wash. 98444. 
John E. Ware (missionary) from St.  Clair  Shores,  
Mich, to Lutheran Mission,  Box 80,  Lae,  Terr,  of 
New Guinea.  
Theodore E Wendt,  from Massil l  on,  Ohio,  to 217 
E. Decatur St . ,  Eaton, Ohio (Grace).  
John L. Wilenius (missionary),  from P. Haaga,  
Fmland, to Et.  Hesperiankatu 10.A.8,  Helsinki,  
Finland. 

Newly  Orda ined  
Leonard A. Anderson (asst .  pastor) ,  2901 West
ern Ave.,  Park Forest ,  III .  (Trinity).  
Paul A. Bark,  Kimball ,  S.D. (Immanuel) .  
Charles E. Brinkmeyer,  Paige,  Tex. (St .  John and 
St.  John).  
John T. Christ ianson (asst .  pastor)  Our Savior 's  
Lutheran Church, 24th and Hoyt,  Everett ,  Wash. 

PARISH CONSERVATION 
Send ads and replies to Parish Conservation, 

422 South Sth St. ,  Minneapolis 15,  Minn. Refer 
to ad number when inquiring. Parish Conser
vation assumes no responsibil i ty for the merit  
of propositions advertised. Rate: $2.50 per line. 

FOR SALE 
270-ac.  farm, W Cent.  Minn. Heavy soil ,  good 

bldgs.  f t  co.  road. Near ALC, school bus rte.  
72-1A 

115-ac.  Grade A dairy farm. Tiled.  Mod. on 
black top road, near Albert  Lea,  Minn. ALC 
community.  S350. per ac.  $10,000 down. Write 
Howard Thompson, 604 Fountain St. ,  Albert  Lea,  
Minn. 56007. Phone FR 3-1342. 72-2A 

240-ac.  farm near Delmont,  S.D. Good farm 
ground, REA and phone. 72-3A 

240-ac.  farm in S.  Cent.  Minn. This is  a  show 
place.  Low down payment.  72-7A 

360-ac.  high-producing farm, 2 fine houses,  
large barn etc.  So.  Minn. 72-8A 

FOR SALE OR RENT 
153-ac good dairy farm, Osakis,  Minn. 100 ac.  

under plow. Mdn. bldgs.  Near ALC church. 
72-4A 

HELP WANTED 
Physician wanted in small  Minn, farm com

munity.  Bldg. provided, equipment available if  
desired.  Active practice assured.  Write or call  
D. J .  Childers,  Kerkhoven, Minn. Phone 234-3331. 

72-5G 
We|der or blacksmith,  good farming and lake 
region. P.O. Box 8.  Vining, Minn. 72-6G 

Gerald M, Conrad, Castle Rock, Wash. (St.  
Paul) .  

David E. Hetrick,  8813 Linda Vista,  Houston, Tex. 
77028 (Abiding Savior).  

Corwin C. Hutchison (hosp. chaplain),  2025 Park-
side Dr., Des Plaines, III. 
Keith A. Lentz (asst .  pastor) ,  97th S.  and Brandt 
Ave.,  Oak Lawn, III. (Trinity).  

Ogden L. Lovdokken (asst .  pastor) .  716 2nd Ave. 
S.W.,  Watertown, S.D. (Grace).  
David H. Meisner,  Hancock, Minn. (Our Re
deemer).  
Robert  D. Moritz,  Milroy,  Minn. (Trinity and Our 
Savior).  

D. Lothar Pietz,  Philo,  III .  (Zion).  
Robert  C. Stevens (asst .  pastor) ,  1506 Academy 
Ave.,  Albert  Lea,  Minn. (Trinity).  

P U B L I S H I N G  H O U S E  

Gary D. Stubenvoll  (Luth.  Serv.  of Wis.) ,  3352 S.  
76th St. ,  Milwaukee.  Wis.  53219. 
Thomas J .  Unmacht (asst .  pastor) ,  4000 Quincy 
St.  N.E.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 55421 (First) .  
F.  Timothy Van Antwerp,  Rte.  2,  Burton,  Tex. 
(Emmanuel).  
Loren J .  Van Oort ,  Rte.  3,  Princeton. III. (St .  
John).  
David E. Wenger,  Rte.  2,  Box 155, Marathon, 
Wis.  (St.  Peter) .  

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rate: 45 cents a word; $4.50 minimum 

WANTED: 100 used Concordias.  good condition.  
Miss June Thompson, Box 905, Fargo, N.D. 

anllghlan th» mind + tnrlch Me soul + antrglia tht hand 

Education-
teachers • group leaders 

mothers 

Teaching 
Idea 
Kit 

BY BETTY ELLINCBOE 

our prime concern 

3? 

V\7v 

Experiment with maps, chalkboards, flannel-
graph, drawing and lettering, dioramas, dis
play boards, flat pictures, puppets, idea box. 
resources, and make your teaching more im
aginative! 

Each of these topics is covered by one of 
the leaflets in this resource kit. The 10 four-
page leaflets, 5J*x8J*", come in a leatherette 
paper folder. The leaflets, well-illustrated, are 
printed on colored paper of various hues. 

teachers . pastors • educators 

How to Organize 
The Educational 

Program 
of Your Church 

BY WALLACE J. ASPER 

This paperbound book defines the responsi
bilities and function of a committee on edu
cation. A check list enables a congregation to 
evaluate the status and progress of its educa
tional program. Guidance is given to the com
mittee on parish education in a way that will 
more adequately meet the needs of our day. 
5Xx75i", 67 pages. 

$1.00 

nrrrJ-ilJ 

$1.00 

PUBLISHED BY augsburg 
426 S.  5th St. .  Minneapolis Minn.,  55415 

57 E. Main St. ,  Columbui.  Ohio.  43215 
316 S.  18th St . ,  Omaha, Neb..  68102 

2001 Third Ave.,  Seatt le,  Waih. ,  98121 
26 Fourth St .  N.E.,  Calgary,  Alta. ,  Can. 
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Question 
Bo.v 

By Stanley D. Schneider 

Is Rebaptism Necessary ? 
Is it necessary to be baptized 

over again in church when the 
child was baptized in the hospital? 
Our minister says it should be 
done in a Christian atmosphere. 

A. K., Minn. 
It is not necessary to be baptized 

over again under any circumstances. 
If water has been applied in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost, the person is bap
tized. 

Of course the congregation should 
be informed of any baptisms which 
have taken place in circumstances 
other than at the Service. This usually 
means some sort of public announce
ment, either orally, or in the Sunday 
bulletin, or in a parish paper of some 
sort. But this does not mean rebap-
tizing the person involved. 

In Baptism God is establishing a 
relationship with the person. He does 
it through water and the Word ol 
God. Atmosphere has nothing to do 
with it. Of course the normal setting 
for a baptism is in the church build
ing and at the Service. The reason 
for this is that the person being bap
tized is being received into the con
gregation under whose auspices the 
baptism is done. However, in an 
emergency situation a baptism is 
sometimes performed in a hospital. It 
so, it is a baptism, and that's that. 

Did Rebekah sin when she fixed 
it so Jacob got the blessing and 
did Jacob sin when he lied to his 
father? A. M. L., Minn. 

For those who may not recall the 
setting of this question I suggest that 
you read Genesis 27. 

Jacob and Esau were twins. Esau 
was the first one born, and, therefore 
was, in the normal course of things, 
the one to become the head of the 
family when the father died. But be
fore these twins were born it was 
said that "the elder should serve the 
younger" (Gen. 25:23).. 

In the course of their lives this 
came to pass in what seem to us 
strange ways. Jacob got the birthright 
from Esau in exchange for a bowl ol 
soup (Gen. 25:29-34). 

When Esau did this he committed 
one of the greatest sins conceivable 
in those times. He renounced the 
blessing which the father gave to the 
eldest son. "Thus Esau despised his 
birthright" (Gen. 25:34). This, how
ever, does not justify what Jacob and 
Rebekah did. 

They sinned. Lying and deceiving 
are never right. The end does not jus
tify the means of achieving it. 

How then could God use such per
sons for accomplishing his purposes? 
This is a troublesome question. It al
ways is. It has been called bv some 
the mystery of election. God in his 
grace (love for us that we do not 
earn) does some things that seem 
strange to us. Although we may not 
put it into words, we are sometimes 
tempted to think that if we were God 
we'd do it otherwise. 

Sometimes, too, we forget how 
honestly the Bible describes some of 
the persons there. Moses, for exam
ple, was a murderer, as well as God's 
chosen leader. Jacob is shown as a 
liar, unscrupulous and ruthless. But 
through encounters with God—Moses 
and the burning bush, Jacob and the 
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ladder (Gen. 28:12) and also kis 
wrestling match (Gen. 32:26)—both of 
these men came to be instruments o( > 
God for the achieving of his purposes 

Now, of course, this does notmear 
that it doesn't make any difference 
what we do. Our response to Cod's 
grace is a part of his plan. We art j 
saved by grace, yet responsible. 

Jacob and Rebekah sinned. But 
God forgave, and used Jacob for God's ! 
purposes. 

Please explain the difference ol 
Job 19:26 between the King James 
Version of the Bible and the Re 
vised Standard Version. 

H. R. S., Ore. 
King James Version: "And thouch 

after my skin worms destroy this body 
yet in my flesh shall I see God." 

Revised Standard Version: And 
after my skin has been thus destroyed 
then from my flesh I shall see God 

In your letter you refer to the foot
note in the RSV which indicates an 
alternate translation in the latter part 
of the verse. There the preposition 
"without" is suggested as an alternate 
for "from." so that the verse would 
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end, "without my flesh I shall see 
God." You then indicate that this 
translation seems to be a denial of the 
resurrection. 

The problem involved here is a 
matter of determining the original 
text, and then translating it. 

The preposition in Hebrew has a 
variety of meanings. In fact, in the 
lexicon which I use there are over 12 
columns covering over six large pages 
devoted to the many meanings of 
this little word. 

Fundamentally, however, the word 
carries with it the idea of separation, 
or being apart from. Therefore, the 
RSV translation, or its alternate, 
comes closer to being an accurate 
translation than does the King James 
Version of the Bible. 

But this doesn't mean a denial of 
the doctrine of the resurrection. For 
this is not based on the Job passage, 
but rather on the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. 

What does the Job passage mean? 
It cannot be interpreted apart from 
its context. What Job is saying is 
that even though his body be de
stroyed he will remain faithful to God. 

A  R e s e r v o i r  o f  
B i b l i c a l  K n o w l e d g e  
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It's the same idea that Paul expressed 
when he indicated that nothing could 
separate us from the love of God 
(Romans 8:35 ff.). 

Job had suffered a good bit, his 
possessions had been lost, his chil
dren taken from him, his body afflict
ed with illness, and yet he remained 
certain that God would not forsake 
him. It is against that background 
that the statement to which you refer 
was spoken. 

There is plenty in the New Testa
ment about the resurrection. We don't 
need to read that into this passage in 
order to prove the doctrine. This 
passage can stand on its own merits 
and has its own message. It is a mes
sage that is more accurately conveyed 
in the Revised Standard Version than 
in the King James Version, at least 
this seems the case when one consid
ers the original language of the verse, 
and the context in which it occurs. 
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.Niagara Revisited .  . . By Karl A. Olsson, 

WE RETURNED to Niagara Falls a few days ago. When 
you say "Niagara" to some of your sophisticated friends, 

their faces twist with repugnance. You hear words like 'com
mercial, " "banality," "post card park," etc. But I still like the 
place. In fact, I love it. I admit to a distressing carnival atmos
phere in which the popcorn seems more important than the 
prospect and in which people eddy around with idiotic hats 
and unwanted balloons and buy papier mache and flannel 
souvenirs and pennants and pictures and Karmel Kom and look 
hot, sticky, and, now and then, a little disappointed. I admit 
to all this. 

But despite many negative reactions to the environment and 
to some of the sight-seers, the falls continue to provide that 
concentration of natural force, beauty, and terror which sug
gests the mysterium tremendum—the garment in which God's 
form is concealed. 

• LIVING GOD. I am impressed by the falls because they 
speak of the powerful livingness to which the Bible testifies: 
the aliveness of the sea and the storm, the aliveness of hippo 
and crocodile, of lion, war horse, and bull, of mountain goat 
and wild ass, of ox and ostrich, hawk and eagle. The falls have 
the proud beauty of all these strong and lovely creatures. They 
can look down with amused indifference on the gum wrappers 
and paper cups. They are wonderfully free of the people who 
gawk at them. Long after the last popcorn poof has been 
flattened and the last mustard has dried in the jar, they will 
continue to thunder their unending praise to him from whose 
hand they come. 

• LIVING ALTAR. The falls are hence a parable of all the 
livingness which God continually pours out upon us. I think of 
that when I go to church. Men come into the presence of the 
living God in a diversity of moods. They sometimes seek to 
make their visit palatable by a range of secondary pleasures. 
They want to experience the mystery with their mouths 
crammed with Karmel Korn. 

We visited that kind of church on a recent trip. It had soft 
music, rheostated rainbow lights which ebbed and flowed with 
the mood of the service, and colorful robes for the singers. The 
pastor had a gown of unique styling, resplendent in scarlet, 
and the worship, full of humor and sentiment, had the warm, 
fruity flavor of a county fair. But none of this carnivality could 
obscure or stay the thunderous fall of the waters. The Bible 
was read—that living Word which no amount of artifice 
can adorn or deface—and it was like the falls. "He utters his 
voice, the earth melts." 

• LIVING WORD. I feel this way about the Scriptures when 
I return to them from all the cute, sugared, or dull interpreta
tions in which our world abounds. In the pages of the Bible, 
we encounter people with dimension. They are not glossy with 
any shallow sanctities; they are coarse-grained and true to their 
humanity, but they are grave. They have looked into the fur
nace. They are not trivial. 

The gravity of the Scriptures is not the same as humorlessness. 
It is not a funny book in the sense that it has any big laughs, 
but neither is it doleful. The gravity, rather, is a refusal to be 
diverted from the primary objective, a refusal to be cute. 

In contrast to the scriptural voices, those of us who say 
things about the Bible are second rate. We are like tourists look
ing at a waterfall. Now and then we may have something to 
say, but nothing we say can add to or diminish the primal 
power, wisdom, and love of the living Word. 

Church Unity.. , from page 5 

breaking Christian fellowship. Toda, y 
that quarrel would concern few cori-
sciences indeed. Other problems have 
replaced it. 

The fact is that within any of otu 
church bodies today there is a differ
ence of opinion on issues of Christian 
theology so broad that were propo-
nents of extreme positions not in the 
same church they would scarcely 
choose to be in fellowship. Being in 
fellowship keeps them from being 
mare radical and off-center. 

It is worth noting that the issues 
which divide churches today on con
fessional grounds were determined for 
us in the 16th century, and mav not 
be the important issues today. The 
important issues are not regarded as 
necessarily disrupting church fellow 
ship because they were not argued in 
the 16th century. 

For example, the widely different 
approaches to the meaning of the in
spiration of Scripture-an issue which 
separates broad sectors of Christen
dom into "fundamentalists" and "lib
erals' and has tremendously wide im-
plications in Bible interpretation and 
the relationship of religion to science ! 

—is not generally regarded as a con
fessional issue within Lutheranism. 
But different interpretations of the 
meaning of the real presence in the 
Lord's Supper is, although the aver
age layman is quite unable to state 
them clearly. He is usually not even 
aware of them. 

"To understand, one must be com
mitted. To know one, must dare" 
(Bishop Newbigin). The true unih 
of Christians cannot be found in 
agreement to a given set of proposi
tions, nor does such common assent 
prove that true unity in faith is pres
ent. For in the last analysis, Chris- 1 

tian truth cannot be fully expressed 
by statements. It is found only where 
there is love, commitment, and a 
common engagement in the church's 
mission. 

Perhaps these comments on popular 
illusions will serve to warn us to avoid 
all pat simplifications. The unity of 
the church is too important and too 
difficult a problem to be dealt with 
in a few easy and popular phrases. 
We will be right only if we approach 
it in humility, in love, and in a pro
found desire to be led wherever the 
Spirit of Truth may show us the way •. 

Dr. Sovik, an ALC pastor, is director ol 
the Department of World Mission for the 
Lutheran World Federation. 
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L I F E L I N E S . . .  By W. A. Poovey 

Only Qod Knowi 

"There was the Door to which 1 found 
no key; 

There was the Veil through which 
I might not see:" 

OMAR KHAYYAM wrote the 
words, but the thought is one 

that plagues most of us. There always 
seems to be a limit to our thinking; 
there is always a place where the 
human mind fails. 

Even a small child can wonder, 
"Why am I here?" but the wisest man 
can't answer that question. What does 
life mean? How can there be any plan 
behind the mixed up affairs of men? 
Why should there be evil and sin and 
sickness in God's universe? The mind 
of man falters, just when he arrives 
at the questions that really are im
portant. 

And because we cannot answer 
these questions, we are often driven 
to a feeling of indifference and de
spair. If we can't know the'answer to 
the real problems, then we'll not con
cern ourselves about anything at all. 
Young people are often the victims of 
such thinking. They are not as hare
brained as some older people think. 
But they grow frustrated and cynical 
because there seem to be no answers 
to their most disturbing problems. 

It would be foolish to claim that 
the Bible in one golden passage, or 
even in a dozen, solves all the mys
tery of existence. But the Apostle 
Paul in his Letter to the Romans at 
least points out our limitations, and 
indicates where the real answer lies. 
Romans 11:33-36 is one of the most 
magnificent sections of Scripture, one 
of the golden passages of truth. 

It is interesting to note that Paul 
wrote these words after long wrestling 
with a problem that he could not 
solve—the mystery of Israel. How did 
it happen that God chose one family, 
one nation for his own and stuck with 
that nation through centuries of his
tory? In the words of a witty couplet, 
"How odd of God, to choose the 
Jews." Equally perplexing is the fact 
that when the Savior came to God's 
people, they rejected him. 

VVhen Paul reacts to the problem, 
his words go beyond the mystery of 
Israel to the questions that beset 

every person. Paul points out that 
there is an area of truth that escapes 
man. Only God has the wisdom and 
knowledge to understand all things. 
Gonsequently much truth escapes our 
observation. We are particularly at a 
loss to understand the actions and the 
judgments of God. 

And this is the answer which we 
have to live with. Omar Khayyam had 
it right. There is a veil through which 

O the depth of the riches 
and wisdom and knowledge 
o) Qod! How unsearchable 
are his judgments and how 
unscrutahle his ways! 

"lor who has known the 
mind of the Lord, 

or who has been his coun
selor?" 

Or who has given a gift  
to him that he might he re
paid? 

Tor from him and through 
him and to him are all things. 
Jo him he glory forever. 

-Amen- (Rom. 11:33-36) 

we cannot see. There is a place where 
man must stand and admit his ignor
ance. 

This is a galling fact for us, of 
course. We are learning so much in 
these days of "the knowledge explo
sion," as a recent article in THE LU
THERAN STANDARD called it. Man's 
knowledge of the world around him 
increases so fast that textbooks are 
obsolete almost as soon as they come 
off the presses. 

But this does not enable us to 
match God in wisdom or understand
ing. Indeed each time we find a new 
fact we usually discover several other 
mysteries which must be explored. 
And as our knowledge increases, the 
mind of man begins to fall behind 
and his ability to learn the truth in 

more than a small area even de
creases. 

Only God has the resources, the 
riches as Paul calls it, to know all 
things. Only God can see the overall 
picture. Romans 11:34 reminds us 
that no man can know what God 
knows or can be his advisor. When 
we read these words we are reminded 
of how God challenged Job to explain 
the universe and to tell how things 
are run in this world. Job, who had 
been so willing to talk, realizes his 
poverty of knowledge in the presence 
of God. "I will lay my hand on my 
mouth," he finally declares. 

That's what Paul is indicating we 
all must do. There comes a time when 
we simply have to say, "It's beyond 
me. Only God knows." For we are 
reminded that God's judgments are 
unsearchable, his ways past our find
ing out. Isaiah 55:8 reminds us of 
the same truth when God is recorded 
as saying, "For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts. . . ." 

The most interesting thing in this 
golden passage from Romans is Paul's 
reaction to God's greater wisdom. 
Usually men get frustrated and angry 
when they can't find the answers that 
they are seeking. Not so with the 
great believer Paul. Though he pos
sessed great knowledge of the truth 
himself, Paul does not complain of his 
limitations. He praises God because 
God is wiser than man. "To him be 
glory forever. Amen." This is Paul's 
answer to man's frustrations. 

It is a far better answer than most 
of us find. Too often, particularly 
when we possess some intelligence, 
we grow so proud, so egotistical that 
we lament God's greater wisdom. 
This was the sin of Adam and Eve. 
They wanted to be like God. They 
were not content to trust in his wis
dom and power. And thus they lost 
the blessings which had been theirs. 

Paul in Romans 11:33-36 sums up 
our whole approach to God. We must 
see that he is greater than we are. 
He is wiser than we are. His ways are 
past our understanding. Let's rejoice 
in that fact. And let's rejoice in what 
he has made clear to us: That he has 
provided for our salvation in Christ. 

We will have to say at times: "I 
don't know the answer to that. Only 
God knows." But that admission 
should not make us angry or frus
trated. In this golden passage of 
Scripture, Paul shows us the true 
Christian way. "To him be glory for
ever." 
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