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The future won't wait. 

When retirement 
comes ... 
will you be ready? 
Your retirement ma'r be 'years a\,ay-one at the furthest thing<; tram 
your mind. But 1t\ ne\.er too early to start preparing-ec:;pec1ally 1t 
'you're nearing, or past. 40! 

Your iamil'r'c; needs change. Ac.. the children grow, complete their educa­
tions, lea\.e to build li\es of the r 0\\n-your priorities tor financial 
securit\ must change, too. Your Lutheran Brotherhood reprec..entat1\.e 1s 
trained to help you. 

It you're \\.Orking \\ 1thout a prot1t-sharing or pension plan, you ma\ gain 
the greatest benefits from an Individual Retirement Agreement, Keogh 
Act Plan or Tax Sheltered Annu1tv. Your contributions are tax-deductible 
and the earn ngs are tax-deferred. So you save on taxes today-and 
retire\\ 1th extra savings tomorrov .. 

Lutheran Brotherhood otiers a variety of retirement programs. Some, 
like Retirement Annuities or Endowment plans, may better fit your 
future goals and needs. 

ow's the time to discuss your future with your Lutheran Brotherhood 
representative. He can design a program that's affordable today, to 
protect you tomorrow-because the Society has been helping Luther­
ans build financial security for over 60 years. You'll be in good com­
pany because we're people sharing brotherhood. 
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Marriage ,s no tame pro1ect. 

And the ra ,sing of ch d ren 

brings us face-to-face 

with our inadequacy 

Bra, e souls ma) now ( for 
the fin,t time in centuries) disco, er for 
them-.eh es the importance of the Luhih. 
Choo,1111~ to h:n e a f ,unil) w,ed to be u;1-
interesting. It b, tod,ty, an act of intclligc11<:L' 
and courage . 

.-\ friend of mine rcccntl) told nw ,thout a 
con, l'rsation during lunch in ,\ rcst,rnr,rnt. 
}fr h,td mentioned th,tt he ,md his \\ ife 
intended to h,\\ e a second child soon. His 
Ji.,tener -,to0tl and rc,tched out his hand 
"ith unmi,t,tk,tble fon or: ··rou ,ire making 
a political statement. Congratulations'." 

To lo, e f amil) life, to Sl'L' in family life 
the most potent moral, intellectual, and po­
litical cell in the body politic is to he marked 
today a, a heretic. 

Our economic s) -,tern of capitalism plays 
an :unhi\ ah-nt role with respect to the fa m­
il). On the one hand, capit,tfom demands 
h,nd ,, ork, competition. s,tcrifice. saving, 
,md r,1tion,1l decision-making. On the other, 
it stre'>ses ltl){'rt) and encour,tge:, hedonism. 

The great corporations ( as well as the 
uni,·er:,itics, the political professiom. the 
foundation:,, the grc,tt newspapers anc.l pub­
lishing empires, anc.l the film industf}) di­
minish the moral anc.l economic importance 
of the family. They ckm,md tra, el and 
frequent change of residence. Teasing the 
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heart with glittering entertainment and gratifving 
the demands- of ambition, the: dissolve attachment-­

and lo,·alties. 
Husi)ands and wiYes liH' in isolation from each 

other. Childrt"n of tlw upward!: mobile are ,1lmost 
as abandoned. t•motion,1lly. as the childrl'n of the 
ghetto. 
- The It, es of husbanch, " ·iws. and children do not 
mesh. are not engaged. seem merl'l: thro\\ n to­
ge. ther There is enough mont , •. Then• is too much 
emotional spacl'. It b easier to leaH• hm n th,rn to 
pretend that our Ji, es trnly matter to l'ach other. 

Hostility and opposition 
To 111s1st th it mam,1gt and family still e,pn·ss our 

highest moral ideals is to awakt·n hmtilit:· ,md oppo­
sition. For manv. marriage has been a hitter dis­
appointml'nt. Tl;c: long to ht• free of it and aho of 
the guilt the) fed. a residual guilt ,, hich the: h,t\'e 
put to sleep and do not "ant a,, akened. They loathe 
marriage. Tlwv celebrate its dl'mbe. Each sign of 
\\·eakness in the imtitution e,on<'fatt's them of per­
sonal failure. 

C rban indu5tri,1l life is not dPsignPd to assist 
families E,prtssways divide neighborhoods and 
parishes. Small family bakem 5. c.hcese shops. and 
candy stores are hoarded up Social C'nginecrs plan 
for sewers. power lines, access roads, hut not for the 
cultural ecology which allows families of different 
histories and structures to flower and prosper. The 
workplace is not designed with farnilv needs in mind; 
neither are working hours. • 

Yet, clearh-, the familv is the seedbed of economic 
skills, morn.':: habits, attitudes toward work, and the 
arts of financial independence. The familv is a 
stronger agency of educational success th.an the 
school. The family is a stronger teacher of the reli­
gious imagination than the church Clearlv, tL'hat 
strengthens the family strengthens society. • 

One unforgettable law has been learned pa inf ull~ 
through all the oppressions, disasters, and injustices 
of the last thousand yc-ars if things go Ltell tcith the 
family, life is u..orth lii;ing, LLhen the family falters, 
life falls apart. 

There are, perhaps, radical psychological differ­
ences between people who center human life in 
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atomic incln 1duals-in .. Do your thing," or L 
:our m,n life," l't cdera-and people who t'tt'. 

human lifl· in tht'ir families. There mav be m 
,\oriel h,o kind-. of peoplt': "mdi,·idual,people" 
.. famil; pl'oplt' ... Our intl'llectual class, 1t seems 
hr,ltl'S tlw fonner comtantly, denigrate~ the]" 

Tlwn· i, not one famil; pattern in :\muica 
an· m,m:. :\11 are alikl' in this, howewr thn pr 
such ch ilization as l'xists in the,e l'nited State 11 

its fundaml'ntal infusion of nurture graet 
hope. ,llld thr; suffrr under the attack~ of both 
mt dia and tht' t conomic ': ,tem. 

Half the families of tlw nation have an 
income under 512,,500, 90 percent haw an incom 
dt r 522.000. How can a famil: earning, sa) ~11 
a , e.lr ( too much for scholJ.rship assistance 
th~e<' cl1ildn·n to college:' or <:,m' for its elder.,· 

As for the media, outrageous Ill\ ths bl011 b 
,1hout. En·r\'one sa, s that di\'orces are multit . 
Tht ,. are. But the figures hide as much a5 the 
wai'. Some 66 pl'rcent of all husbands and 11 

stick togdht'r until death <lo them part. In addi 
the death that .. parh" a marriage comes far' 
now than it did in ,tn) previous era. 

Faithful spouses stay together for a longPr 
of , ears than e,·cr. For centuncs. the average -
dc;th w,1s, for a female, sa). thirty-two. and. ror 

male, thirt,·-eight. That so many modem mam • 
carrv a far. longer span of years with a certam gr 

is a~ unprecedented tribute to the institution. 

Finally, aggressive sentiments against :~· 
arc usualh expressed today in the name 
I .. .. , " .. I .. "sen·ous commit com, openness, pay, or 
to a career." ~larriagt is pictured as a form of 
prisonment, opprcss10n, boredom, and chafin; 
drance ~ot all these accusations are ,1ron, 
the superstition surrounding them is. 

Imposes baffling responsibilities . 
I I ch atomi \tarnage is an ass,wlt upon t 1e on , ' 

1 
\ 

. . h 1 ·t·1r•· ind 1, idua \1.irnagt• ts a threat to t e so 1 , : 
I ]' baflltn~ • riao't does impose <rruehng, hum 1 ing, . 

-:, :, . . . . , f suppo,11 • 
frustrating respons1bil1t1cs )d I one 1,. . . 1 , conditions '' 
prec1seh- such th111gs are t 1t pre , f nil' 

• . . t th t nen11 o true liberation, marna~e 1s no l • 

development in adults. 



But \\l' be k t h1• couragl' 110\\ ad,1, s to Jin• by 
aert.l,, or to ,tate our doctrim s clC'arh <, !'II to our­
sehr . Our liigll(·'>t mor.tl principl<' i, flpxihility. 
C.lllcll'cl ll\ wnti1111 nts \\ I' .ire t 111b.u ra,s1•cl to put into 
word "~' npport th1 m not h:- argunwnt hut by 
their trrnd111e:-.,. 

Then ntr,tl id1•,1 of our fogg, \\ a, of lift', ho\\'c\ er, 
seems unambiguous < nou"h. It is that IH<' is olit.1~ 
and bm,f, and that ib .um 1s self-fulfillnwnt. :-,.:.,xt 
come helids in !'~tabh lung tht' imperium of the st 1f 

\ utononn \\ <' undu,t,md to mean protec. tion of 
our innn i:'mgdom-protection around the self from 
mtm,ion, of diam c, irratio11,1lity, rn•crssit:. and 
other per on . "\h sc lf. m, castle." 

To cease being a child 
In such a , b1011 of the elf. marriag<' i, mereh- an 

alliancl'. It t nt,1ils ,1, 111i11i111al ,111 ahriclgement of 
mnrr pm ac:- as one partner or the other may .illow. 
Childn n are not a welcome re pons1bilit\'. for to 
ha,e chilcln·n 1s, plain I:, to cease being ,t child one­
self. 

\\'c maintain our heli1 f in our unselfishness, how-

<·wr. bv laboring for "humanil\·"-for women. the 
oppms ~d. the Third World, o; some other 1wech' 
group. Till' ,olit,1~· self ne<·<h distant collectl\ itH's 
to \\'it11t•ss to its altrnism. It )us ,1 passionate net'd to 
lme humankind. It c,umot giH' 1t elf to a spouse or 
c:hilcln n. 

'Don't fence me in' 
L1hN.1tion is imagined a a breakin~ of the bonds 

of finiten<'ss. S,tkation tonws as lihert) of pint. 
WDon"t fence me inr Thl• r.111 f('sults from comm1t­
JllCllts tl1.1t "tie one do\\ n." that are not subject to 
one's O\\ 11 con trolling will O1w tries to liH· as angels 
once \\ C're belie, eel to Ii\ e-soaring, free, m1enc~m­
lwred. 

The ,admg of l·,·e~day, the routines of wcekda~, 
and ,,cekemls, the endles, round of humble con­
str.1ints, an' sn·n as t·nemie, of hum.m liberty. 

So much of modem life ma, be concc1,·ed as an 
effort to make ourseln•s pure spirib. Our meals are 
.1 ratton.1hzl d and 11m<'nsual as mmd can make 
them. \\"e \\ nte am! speak about !>e-.:ual acti,·ity as 
though its most cmci,tl elcmn1t \\'ere fanta,y. \\"e 

1~ tr gs go e 

w ·h the f rn 

+e s worth 

wr.e the 

ta + te s fe 

falls apart 
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describe se'I: as though it \\Tre a stage pt>rfonnance. 
in which the rest ot life is as little as po.,,ible in­
\'olved. In the modl'rn era, the abstract h,1s grown 
in po\n'r. Flesh. humble and humbling, has come to 
he despised. 

So it is no surprise that in our age many resistant 
sentiments ~hould war against marri,1ge and farmly. 
~larriage and family are tribute paid to earth, to the 
tides, c\'cles, and needs of the body and of bodily 
persons·; to the angularity and difficulties of the in­
dividual psyche, to the dirty diapers, dirty dishes. 
and endless noise and confusion of the household. 

It is the entire s\·mbolic function of marriage and 
familv to remind u~ that we come from dust and will 
retu~ to dust, that we are part of the net of earth 
aPd sk), inspirited animals at play for our brief 
moment on this planet, keeping alive our race. 

Making us realistic 
The point of marriage and family is to make us 

realistic. For it is one of the secrets of the human 
spirit that we long not to be of earth, not to lw 
bound by death. routine, and the drag of our bodies. 
\\'c long to be other than we are. 

A return to the true conditions of our own human­
ity will entail a return, on the part at least of a dedi­
cated few, to the disciplines and terrors of marriage 
and family. ~fany will resist these disciplines mighti-
1). ( Not all, of course, are called to marriage. The 
single life can have its own disciplines, and celibacy 
its own terrors. \\'hat counts is the governing cul­
tural model. ) 

~ Thr luthrran St~ndard 

-. 

Tom rr 

ch dre 

to have 

::i to riake 

a st te 

to wh-
ber 

' e'"'t host1 e 

p~sses as 

o'"' today. 

).farriage, like l'wry other serious use of 
freedom. i'> an l nonnous ri,k, and one's likelili 
tailure h r,1tllC'r high. ?\o tame project. mama. 
The raising of children. now that so few die 
childbirth or infanc\·, and now that fate takes so 
re,ponsih1lit) out o·f the h,mds of affiuent and.,,.. 
t·ducatecl p,uenb, brings each of us breath 
\ istas of our inackquacy. Fear of freedom­
C'l:,1cth·. fear of takmg the consequences-adds 
mousl~ to the tide of t·\·asion. The armies of 
night find eager recruib. 

Louder than shrugs . . f 
.\s Jlan-Paul S,irtn has taught us. 1~ is bad 

to plead "to each his own,'' to perrmt intellect 
lah,ez-f.iire. Action-. speak louder than shru~,of 

shoulckr. 
I l • t ake a poll To marn-, to have chi c ren. 1s o m • 

" "lb ation toa.. statenH nt ho~tile to what passes as 1 er 
It is a statement of flesh , intelligence. aocl co;· 
It clnrn s ih stn'ngth from nature, from tra 
and from the future. 

f d . • b\' coupes .\part from millions o ecisions . II 
• f I I Id en thev '11 r,,·,Iistic Ion· to bnng ort 1 c 11 r • h 

.. ' • ' . . ·d the 
ish, teach. and launch agamst the ' 01 ' 

• d advance no race' has no future-no wis om, no db 
. 1 cl . b. • of flc~h an munity, no gr.ice. It 1s t w es 11: 

to bt• familial. • 

I theo/og a, 
Novak, a Roman CalhoJ~a~!on d1st1rg.,: 
social cr,t,c, ,s Le_dden, Syracuse Un,. 
professor of re/Jgion 8 

Syracuse, N.Y. 
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ANEW 
START 
by Leslie G. Svendsen 

Reconc1liat1on 1s a fresh 
start a ne\\ beginning. 

The story ot the Bible, from 
beginning to end, rs the .;tory of 
Gods \\Ork to mend lrves broken 
b\ sin and to heal relatronshrps 

destro) ed b) 
1,..~ e\1I. Hr,; \\Ori-: 

culminated wrth 
the de.ith and 
resurrect 10n oi 
Jesus Christ-

,/' .. 
Reconciliation 

an e\ent that St. 
Paul ,a)S results 
in our recon­
cil1at1on 

So reconc1liat1on ,, putting back 
together the fragments of a fractured 
1te It 1s God claiming us b~ grace. 

And rt rs a father or mother 
1,e coming a \\ay,,ard chrld home 
1,11h open arm,, 1, rthout admon1t1on, 
\\rthout sa)rng • I ,old ,ou so," 1,11h 
no strings attached. 

Betore thinking oi our m, n 
experiences, ho1,e1er, let's go back. 

Imagine the Garden 
Imagine 1, e ,t ha1,:e been 

like in the Garden ot Eden (a 
Hebre\\ \\ ord me.ining delight' '). 
Because the inhabitants of the garden 
\\ere lmed b\: the G.irdener-and 
10\ed him too-the) 1,ere at peace 
\\ith themseh,es. They tru,;,ted the 
Gardener. The) lo\ed all of the 
garden's inhabitants. The) trea,ured 
eien the garden 1tseli and cared 
for rt. 

But when the inhabitants of the 
garden disobeyed the Gardener, this 
entire net\\Ork of relation:,h1ps 1,as 
torn apart. Self-centeredness 
became the 1,av of Irie. And peace 
and harmony were replaced by 

In Christ, we are new creat,ons. said the 
Apostle Paul. We are recreated by God 
who has adopted us as his children. 

alienation, hate, hostrlrtv, and 
estrangement. The garden was no 
longer a delight.' P arad ,e 1, a, no 
more. 

In his letter to the Romans, 
ho1,e1er, S~. Paul trumpets forth the 
com 1ct1on that God has acted- once 
and for .ill time-to bridge the 
chasm that separated humanrtv from 
h1mselt· " . . . \\hrle 1,e \\ere enem1e<. 
\\ e ,, ere reconciled to God b, the 
death ot his Son" (Rom 5:10 . 

In Jesus Christ. God has taken the 
decrme step to restore the lractured 
relationships re,ultrng trom sin. He 
has issued an 1m 1tat1on to .ill his 
alienated creatures to li1e \\1th him 
in a ne\\ relat1onsh1p-a relat1on,h1p 
marked bv tru~t and obedience. 

Reconcrliatron indeed ,, a ne,, 
beginning for· \\hen anyone 1, 
1oined to Christ he 1~ a ne11 being 
the old 1s gone. the ne" has come. 
All thrs rs done bv God, \\ ho 
through Christ changed us trom 
enemies into his tr1end ... " (2 Cor. 

'1.17-18, TE\'). 
God s action in Christ affects not 

only u~. but encompasses the \\ hole 
creation. St. John "rites that God so 
Im ed the \\ orld . ... " As sin has 
corrupted the \\ hole created order, 
so doe~ God's reconciling 1\ork 
tran~torm II For the Scriptures 
as,ert that, rn Chri,t, God has begun 
to do nothing less than re~tore 

creation to his original intention­
to make ne", to re-create, thrs 
detrled garden into a nel', garden 
of • delight." 

But our rene\,ed relat1onsh1p with 
God ,s not some con , pm ate krnd 
of affair. A.-. God's reconc,lrng 1,ork 
on the cross ,moiled him \\1th us, 
~o does the cross 1m 011 e us ,, 1th 
others St Paul writec; th.it God has 
entrusted "to us the ministry of 
reconc1l1at1on. ' He call, us 
ambassadorc; for Christ, God making 

h1, appeal througl-i us (2 Cor 5 20 
RS\ 

God's people the church, are 
called to be agent, of reconol1at1on 
rn the world toda) . \\ e are called to 
help make reconcrlratron happen­
b} the mess.ige \\e proclaim by 
the deeds ,, e do-bet\\ een God and 
people, bet\\ een races bet,, een rrch 
and poor bet\\ een brothers .ind 
s1qers, bet,, een humankind and 
Gods good creation 

Glimpse of new creation 
Ot course life in th,~ \\ orld 1s still 

marked b\ susp1c1on and separation, 
b1 enmity and alrenatron But rn the 
qo') ot \\ hat God has done for the 
\\orld 1n Christ God ha.-. gl\en his 
people a g1rmpse of his ne\\ creation 
\nd in the bread and ,, inc of Hol\ 
Communion he g11e.-. a taste of 
hE.'a,en lparad1sP to those oi us still 
on <>arth "ho h.11 e been rer.tored to 
fellm1.-.h1p \\Ith him. 

The \\ onder of reconc1l1at1on 1, 
that once the enm1t1 bet1,een 
creature and Creator has been 
transformed rnto fr1endsh1p, all of 
lrfe s rPlat1on.-.h1p, are transformed. 
God's creatures begin to care for 
e.ich other There 1s a ne\\ re1 ere nee 
for Irle .i ne1, concern for the 
garden in \\h1ch ,,e nm, Irie There 
1s a deep peace and a solid hope 
And 1,e al.-.o re101ce rn God through 
our Lord Je.;u, Chri,t through 
\\ horn \\ e ha, e no,, rece11 ed our 
reconc1lrat1on" (Rom 5 1 ll ■ 

Svendsen ,s senior 
pastor of St. Ph1/1p's 
Lutheran Church 
,n Fridley, Minn. 
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W ftif 11 
thougn ui a 

I-Th~ luth~r•n St•ndud 

Here's a quiz for you. Whal do you 
remember about the television pro­
grams you have watched since yes­
terday morning? 
Yea N:, 

r 

7 r 

Did you plan in advance 
what programs you were 
going to watch? 

Did you ever stop watch­
ing a program because 1t 
became offensive to your 
values? 

Can you name all the pro­
grams you watched during 
the last 24 hours? 

Do you recall the story 
lines, if there were any? 

r Do you become imtated 
and defensive if someone 
suggests you might be 
watching too much televi­
sion? 

If you can answer yes to the first 
four questions and no to the last, 
you may not be hooked-yet. But 1f 
you watched telev1s1on for two or 
three hours last night and can hard­
ly remember what you saw, you 
probably have the TV habit. 

Tele, 1s1on 1s hke the ,, eat h­
er. EH•rvbodv gripes about it hut 
nubod,• \\C kno,, is doing anvthing 
about ' it. The PT A speaker ancl your 
pa~tor agree that tl'le, ision is a big 
mflnl'nce in society The newspaper 
{!l'ts angry letters .tho11t scx-a11d­
,·1olencc, but there it 1s-T\•. 

Lo, ed and hated, telc, ision is o 
much a part of our li,es that \\C have 
a hard time steppini:! back to take an 
object1w look at 1t. But 1£ you would 
hkc to trv thmking about tcle, iston­
and ma, i>c domg something about it 
in )Our own lifo-therl' is a new pro­
~am to help you. 

TC'le, ision Aw.1n•ness Training 
(TAT ) is an eight-p. rt course \\ l11ch 
has been dc,·eloped cooperath ely by 
thf' Amcric,in Luthn,m Church. the 
Church of the> Brethren, and the Unit­
ed ~tethodi~t Church. 

TAT is desi1~ned to help people 
understand how they use T\', how it 
is , ffecting them and tlwir families, 
and how lo begin watching it in ,, ell­
thought-out, positive ways. 

TAT has two stages. In the first 

,t.1~1', lt·ad<·r,hip tr.iim11::: C\. 

hcmg held regional)) for pn 
,,·,mt to become nccreihted 

7 
leaders. In the second stage the 
ers, ,, ho are ec1mpped mth 
so11rrPs, workbooks. ,lll<l other 
sl11p materials, offer \\C,r h Fl 1 
inlerc tcd mdi\ iduals, groups. . 
ganizat1ons. 

The TAT pro'.!ram consJSts I 
t\\ o-hom ,, ork,hops 11hich can 

conducted in a relreat-L1e sett: 
on a ,1eckh- l,a is. \\crbhopf:: 
pants \ 1c1, t•xcerpts from te 

programs and commem:ils md 
do t'XPrriSt's m a 300-page rc 
book, and discuss their reactio:;_ 

A recent leaderslnp trallll!)~ 
~hop in I 11d1anapohs attracted r.:::: 
tPachcrs, parents, nn<l 
tPlcv1,1011 producers fro!!' &.e 

\\'e came readv to tall. abret 
sion and c nticize its ob1ious 
But the first oh1ect of stuch " 
eht>s-how much we watth. w 

pKk and ,, }w. ~o matter wliat 
ll'ms we ,, ould c1 entualh 
in thl' broaclc;ist indmtn·, v.e 
,;till obliged to he responsible\ 
It's humbling to hal'e to admit 
rrit1t,ilh· watching a lot of 
like to call "junk." 

Manipulating values 
TAT deals with the wavs t It 

uses violt'ncr, clt•grades human 
itv tereotvpes by rare and ltl 
·' J the1 com men i.ilh· m:mipu ,1tes 

of adults and children. 
With the aid of the research [ 

ties of tlw Statt• t:ninrsit\ 
1 

York at Stom· Brook the dei 
of TAT haH' compikd 1ample! 
adHrlismg. news, and cnte diOI 
This film collt•ction is the au 
h.1ddx11u• of the T.\T pro!!fllll1 

• lecture en sho,1 s better than am 
wh,it t<•kvision i hkc. lf!tl 

Aflt·r \\ atching samples of a 
• a mother Ill T\' progra1111n1ng, . .LJ, 

. I u F •n ,11th aou.i workshop ~al( , ,H 

trol I fl'lt pushed anti mil~~ 
• I ch Ill"'" 

So wh,it's h,1ppc1ung O I -

She hnd dec1<led to earn_u 
• ·car,(llll 

I t T \ ' after her sc\rn·) a )Oil ' • II 

tr• ·d nn Evel Knic\C'I 1urnp 
it , . , 1 His Ill 

plank and his )11C)C c. 



ha\e re~ultt'I.I in thrc-P op<•ratiom so 

f If 
":\II hours of the d:w or night, 

th re is a str.ingt'r eominf! into my 
hons<'," ,h<' said. "I trv In clll'ck 0111 

mi children's fnemls. hut it's hard to 
do that \\ 1th T\'." 

~o one is mon• \ 11hwr.1hll' than 
ch1ldn 11 to td, \ 1 ion messagt s, com-

crc1JI and other.\ 1,e. Hidden-camera 
fi!m of \'oung cl11 ldren ho\\ t'!l ho,\ 
q111cklv ,1ggress1\l' hch,1vior 1s pirkecl 
up and imitated Cl11klren \\ ho ,, atch 
a s1~ru6rant number of <:rime lio,, s 

also tend to ht• num· fearful of 1111-

kno\m penis ,u01111d. "It disturbs me 
\\hen m, three-, c.1r-old's cat dies and 
she SJ\'S ., policPman shot it," re­
"11arke1l ,111othn parent 

\ccordmg tu a T \. T leader. Dr 
R hert \I Liehat, "Tellin!! parents 
th ,t thl'\ sho11lcl hit er tht' tC'le\l,IOll 

proc:,-ams commg mto tht 1r homes 1s 
1ke telling them that thev art' re­
spon 1hlr for purih ing th,, ,, .1t1•r th ti 
rome'i 11110 thrir hmm~-" 

Exploring the options 

\\ ',,1 •hl'n, ,1n• the opt1rms? As­
mmmg thJt commt retal telt•\ i ion 1s 
IMre to stav, \H' can dc,elop per­
sonal and f.1111ilv g11idcl11ws for 
planned me of ,, hat 1 :\\ mlahle. 11,e 
ndustn itself can ht influpncc>d. per• 
haps more than \It' tlnnk, lw lt'tkrs 
In stations and a(h t rtJSt rs. Tlw r,•d-
ral Commumc.1hon'i Comm1,s10n re-

quires th 11 licensed 1,ro,ulcasters c;cn c 
the p11hlic inlt'rt•st," .1rnl , icw1•r, 
hould 1mohc thcmsclH~s more m 

the license rcnc,, al procedure. 
But the first slt'p is to find 0111 rnort' 

about tclr, is1011. If , 011 ,in' intere,h'd 
m furthc r details on T elc, i~ion ,, art'· 
~e~s Tra1'.1ing. ,, rite to Caroh-n Limit•· 
ugel, rlw :\11wrie,111 L11tht•r,111 

Church Olfae of Cnmn11111ication .md 
~Ii 10n Support, 122 s J"1fth St.. 
hnrw:ipol1~. ~!inn .55115, or e1II 
612) 33S-3S:!l. ■ 

Lipscomb 1s managing 
editor of Parish Teacher, 
the Amencan Lutheran 
Church's pub/1cat1on 
for church school 
teachers. 

For mature audiences only 
by Alfred Koschade 

\Vatching tele1:1s1on or ~canning ad1.ert1semen1s 
I often notice sho\\s that are "for mature audiences on!\ " 
Because I consider mvself a mature person, I 1mmed1atelv assume 
the program or m0\1e 1s for me 

But the sho,\ has hard I~ begun \\ hen m', ears are bombarded 
\\ 1th all kinds of ''four-letter" \\ Ords. This leaves me slightly 
be\,1ldered. Its not that I don't ~now the meaning of those 
\\Ords (I e1en kno,, the meaning ot a fe1., eight-letter \,ordsl, 
hut I ha\e ne\er considered such crude language to be 
particularly mature. In fact, I ha1,e al1.,a',S thought such language 
,,as some1.,hat childish used hy those who ha,e not learned to 
communicate rn a more mature manner 

Beginning of dilemma 
This 1s 1ust the heginnrng of mv dilemma, hO\,e,er. \V,thrn a 

\Cl", few minutes, I am apt to d1sco1,er that the same program 
includes in its cast a vanet~ of adulterers, prostitutes rapist~ and 
others ,, ho seem to ha, e d1fi1culty coping "1th their se,ual1t1,. 
This lea1,es me e,en more confused, since such heha, 1or has 
ne\er impressed me as being part1cularlv mature. On the contrai,, 
I ha1,e thought one characteristic oi real matuntv 1s the ab1litv 
to practice self-control rn the realm of sexualit1, 

If a particular sho,, doe, not "enlighten' me concerning se ual 
act 1, 11,, perhaps 11 "111 help me become more mature 10 the me 
of m, ph, s1cal qren~th 81. man, example~. I am shm, n that a 
"mature" person 1s one who assaults other people If t1sts aren't 
enough, guns km, es. or clubs \\ 111 do But I ha, e Ii, ed "1th the 
idea that violence erupt~ only from people unable to cope \\ 1th a 

s11uat1on in a mature \\a\ 
Another lesson' taught b\ the ' mature-audrences-onl\" 

programs 1s that onh " immature" persons remain sober for ::!4 
hours at a time. The 'star' seems alwa\S to have an alcoholic 
be,erage ,,1thin easy reach So "e are led to belie\e a person 
1s full\ dre,sed onh \\ hen holding a gla~s of \\ me or a shot 

of ,, h1ske\ 
I read recently a ne1.\spaper account of a communit,:~ turmoil 

over a book \\ h,ch a teacher assigned to students Apparent! , 
some parents did not thin'- their children \\ ere ,uffic1entlv mature 
to read that material Perhaps the, \\eren't Yet 1.,hat about the 
tele\ 1s1on rrograms the, \\ atch or the mo"e' thev attend? 

The ,, arning, "for mature audience, on!,,' still puzzles me 
I ha, e trouble reconc1lrng \\ hat much of our soc1et, considers 

mature \\ 1th the \\ a\ I ha\ e under tood that word. For in'-lance, 
a man I consider w1,e once \\ rote· "Fill ,our mind "1th those 
things that are good and de,ef\ e pra1,e thing~ that are true 
noble, right, pure lo, eh, and honorable" (Phil. 4 8, TE\') 

That's real maturity • 

Koschade 1s pastor of 
St. John Lutheran Church 

in Montgomery, Mtnn. 

Septembu 20, nn-, 



Mr.Editor 
a page of 
reader response 

Favors assembly 
Those oppo,c<l tn the \,,t>mhl) of 

Con«rc"ahon, arc th<' l'\(">er1entt•cl, pru­
dt ut: i1Jlue11tial incumbents, ,,ho ,leplore 
the cost and the po"1blc d1,tm.t cle­
c·rnpha<1, 

\\'htle l sa, Goel hie" tlwm for their 
111terest and roncern, I al,o plead "1th 
them to com1der th.it the church m nm­
,1011 is people. 

The mflucnt1al mcurnbents ha,e proh­
ahh been to eH•n d1 tnct comenhon 
and most natmnal • romcntiom and are 
<atiatt'd and bored at JU t one more l'Oll­

\Cnhon \la, the, he remmded of the 
thousands ,'110 h.ne not seen the church 
m 1111\S1on, tht' thousand, "ho ha, t not 
had thf' <pme-tmglmg expcnentt• of ,har­
m" \\1th thou ands their , mce rat ed m 
"s~t~mg psalm~ and hymm and spmtu. I 
,ongs "1th thankfuhit's~ m their lwarh to 
God." 

For the pastors "ho "111 Ill ordamed 
sen e their Lord for , ear, m a congre­
gation, ancl retire "1thout national rnn­
' entmn experience and for the fail) "ho 
so need the msp1ratmn of their s1 ters 
and brothc rs m Chnst, l pra) that the 
mflucntaal mcumbents "ill bring their 
mpport. ,nsdom experience, and lme 
for their church to an 1mrnment \sscm­
hl) of Congn•gahons 

llrrbcrt \f. Dal/eek 
Oak La,rn Ill 

The freedom factor 
The r \\'e . .\re ~ot Heart-

le •• (LS , \ta, 17 p. 10 remind~ us 
th.it "orld hunger 1s a ,enous problem 
and that Chn t1ans hould he rn11c1•rned. 

I am disturbed ho\\e,er, ll\ the rec­
ommcndatmn that "\\'e can mflucncc our 
nation"s food poliues throul(h lettmi:: our 
mngre,swnal reprcst•ntat1\t'S knm, our 
concerns \\'c can urge thf'm to meet the 
nght .~o food for e, ef) person hnrn on 
t•arth. 

For those fam1lrar ",th the , ie,\s of 
Bread for the \\'oriel "hat that means 1s 
the l'mtt>cl Stalt•s l(O\ emment ~houlcl 
increase au! to the need) nations s1g111fi­
cant11 and pt·rhaps to the limit required 
for e, en ot1zen of the "oriel to l1aH• an 
ade<1uate diet.'" 

Rather than making such suggest1011s, 
the church should focus on the , olun­
tary action the article suggested, :111() 

,1 a,s to mcreasc God\ frc•t•dom both m 
th ,; countr) and 111 tlie underpri, 1lcgecl 
countries. At the , er) lea t, the church 
,houl<l ht• urgmg that freedom be a l'On­
m leration " hene, tr this or other go, l rn­
ment programs arc 1urlged. 

10-Thc, Lulhu•n St•ndud 

,\. C. Robertson 
\\'estmini.ter, Cali£. 

One way 
\ a relallH h ne\\ pa,tor who ha 

struggled "1th 111) 1denht) role ll~ spm­
tual IC',1d, r, I mu,t agrt•e "1th Pa,tor 
Olson (L.S , \t.1, 17, p. 12) l haH' hu n 
set s1t1n cl to pco'plt>\ n•g,ucl for th, 0H1n• 
of num,tn and hope that I ",mid 11o t 
,t'and,1li1c' an, 11111·\ Luth for ,elfish rea ­
sons. 

\dm1ttt>dh. the church and 1t l l ad, r 
111u,t spt·ak to mor.d ,md eth1L,tl <Jilt' -

t1ons hut tht church need not hccome 
the l.m ,!l\t r .:ind tnforce r If ont \\anh 
"ood moral 1:;mclancc, he or ht could 
~1rn to the c.hurch, hut he r,r she could 
also turn to tht> L S Const1tuhon, the 
D \ H or e, en tht dictum, of ~tao or 
l'mnc.o If 0111• \\ants to hear the \\ Ord n[ 
gr,1ct lru•dmn ,111d the gn,pt I IH or she 
tan tum onh to Clmst or to l11s hod, 
the dmrch Paul T Jolin 0 11 pastor 

Hacml' \\'1s 

Mission work in Japan 
111e ~rntencc relatmg to thl' \LC"s 

u,t, 11111:; 1111s 1011 \\ork III Japan "1th Dr. 
Ol,1f Hansen L, \pr 5 p ) houlcl 
hf' rorrected The LC "as pre ent a 
half-cmtun earlier. Dr l 1'.I. T \\'m­
ther ,1 pa tor of the l 111ted E, ,ingchc.tl 
Luthtran C.hurc.h one of the c\I.C preue­
ce or bod1t' , entt>rcd upon a d1stm­
gm lu d ca1t-er a~ a Japan m1ss1011an 
ht>!!tnnmg 111 IS<JS and contmumg to !us 
d«1th at 95 111 19-;o. 

R1cl1ard Jensen profc sm 
\\'artlrurg S1•111111ar) 

Dubuque lo\\ .i 

Coping with TV 
Rt "Is Tele, 1 1011 ~ill mg Our 

Schools?' Ls, Fch p 12 l \\'1th 
st \l n of us m the fam1h and one T\', 
,11• <l, c1dcd unarnmousl), to kc·cp th!' 
T\ off Tucsc!J., and I· rub\ aftt mo ns 
and \londa, , , enm!!s Aho Saturda, 
,1ftemoon \lost 1mportanth, 1t 1 not on 
cl11r11,g nwalt1me or d1sc11s<1on time 
\Ian, times, once tht' T\ 1s off t, en om 
gels • 1m oh ed m other tlungs and the) 
don't thi11k of \\hat tlie) ma, he m1 s111g 
on '[ \ \fr . Jud t/1 Kukla 

Jane , tile \\'1 

-
" How come you know so much 

about sin?" 

Sin of resentment 
C >n t rlllfll( '"Plnck1u g On,~-. . 

( LS ., \la~ 17, p .. 5): In I C '.r. · 
I t : 1 "t• n·acl: "\lake Joie ,our;:­
t'amcsth clcsm• the pintu' 1 ·J 
uall) that ,011 ma, prophe,; 
matic, d, \!rt• the sprntual gifu he 
tht• 81hl1• tt"lls u, to cit tre the,• 

I sui::ge t the real sm 1s not UI; • 

" e art• or arc not Lhamma•1c, 
allc"' 111g oursc h <'~ to harbor feel 
re entment I pra, for the dai • 
Lutherans "111 shed themsel\'es al 
entml'nt trmard one another 1 

\\ lw II those \\ ho desire to put f 
mto their \\or,h1p ancl those who 
to be mon• rt en ed ran " rslup 
er suit> b~ side 111 fellow1h1p a 
Th.it \\ 111 he the more perfect v.a 
speah about m the last ,erse of 
ru th1ans, chaptc r 12 a11d all of 
l 3 / n.,in Hutrt 

Chester 

On 'desiring spiritual gifts' 
B1 hop J ohu,on s clrfellSt' f 

ohtusenes 1s a 1arnn~ note at P 
Rut he has not dulled m, 1 ' 
"hat 1s happemng on the cha 
front I am na11 e enou~h and 
proud to he excited about 1t, 
"1th mas es \\ho toda,, \11th ' 

.. uune,th desire the ~pmtual eiltt 
' GunnarC 

Rent 

Secular humanism 
h "Can the .\mencan F 

Sa" cl~' ( LS Feb. 1, p !?: The 
of the article seC"ms to be what the, 
ernment can tlo to help the fam 1 

he, e the best thing the gownmtn! 
do for t h1 f.mu h 1s to top the 
schools from h1·11;g ust•d a, an 1!11li 

for mtloc tnnahng th,ldren m thr 
..,, of St'Ctilar humanmn, which 
;,untl r ,rnrl t!e~tro) thr reh!:lOUI 

!Mn nts tn to lt'al e tlu:ir ch1Tdren 
}amt 1.8 

Shore,'Je\l 

Defining 'God's children' 
I 1 a t ,turbecl b, t~e 

\\1th ,\h1ch the i1ortls 'Cods 
/ c,;111 lrl rt·11 of Cocl l art• u,ed. For e I 
" Lutherans ,incl Je" a~reel U::, 
pie, regardfe<;s of race. ~e '\ I 
t11u ,.il1t\, art· rqualh Gods c. t.ll 
equ ilh. prt•uon, in his sight ,sh 
fro,;, :.Tht• \ LC and the jf'I 
Jllllllll) .. ) th 

Tlw '.\e" T, stamcot uses God 
"Coe!\ d11ldrc n" ( dul,lrt'n of-ho 
dusl\ eh to de,cnlic tho,eocl,1b 

• h. 1th C I u111q11l· rdatmns 1p " ' 
It' m Christ. rrect 
• \\'oulcl it not he more. cocrrar 
that " . .\II pcopll' art God~-~ 
"art• made Ill Cod's ,111ai:,c .. II are 

I have kss troubll' '\I!. 1 a 
I) l>rt'CIOU' 111 his sight . \' c Eu.:• s, att 



Let·s talk it over 
, page of 
editorial opinion 

Rescuing the family 
The \nwric,rn famil~ is in trouble. 

~obod\' qill',tiom that. B11t tht> fact itself is not 1ww. 
B, 1900, for <·xample S;m Franci co Count) had as 
mam di\ orce ,1, marria(!cs t•ach ~ e.n. 

The trouble• spots. hm, e, l'r, were' localized. Devi­
anct ,,,1s not apprmed, t \en tho11gh it ,,as a<:knmd­
r<l~rd Th111k of the kmg of En(!land renouncing his 
throne in the '30:-, as the pnce for marn Ill~ ,\ cli-

1orct·1•. 
T()(l.n the st,1fotics arc t,1gg<'n11g. \Ion• th.Ill one 

m1lhon dnorcc la t ~ car, hdce ns man) ru; ,\ decaclc 
a~o. rll'arl~ 40' of all nl.lrri,1gt•, 11m,· l'nd in cli\'orc:e; 
h11Ct' th(' numlwr of childn 11 from dhoret·cl f.11nilH•, 
m the last dc•cadc, one of CH'n six children In ing 
111th onl~ one parcnt-131 of all· infant under thrct'. 
douhlm~ of th<' illl'g1tima<:, r,1t1' in ~.'5 , t'ar,, 39% of 
the mothers \\ ith cl11ldrcn m1ckr ix ,,-or kin<• ,l\\ a, 
from tlie home, nearh one in three ,, ith i11f.mt-. 
under thrl'l' working Tlw impact and nw,1ning for 
child re,1m1g ,llld 111,1rri,1g<' must lw oil\ iom. 

The Chrhtia11 look on thu,e numbus as a predic­
t on of heer cntastrophi: The B1hle makt·., the family 
lhl' lhid ,oci,il unit. L11thl'r,111 thcologi,ms e.111 this 
com,chon "tll<' cloctrin<' of the Ordl'rS of Creation:· 
Hardly a soc10log1 t ,, ould di,pute that the f.1rnilv is 
the con• in~titution m e, c n socicl\ "e h:\\ l' known . 

Our clifficultil'S in thl' Anwriean f.irnih do not arisl' 
from alcoholi"n, st'\11,11 111,1I.1clj11,trncnt,, uncmplo)­
ment and it inadcquatt· income, lack of child clbci­
pluw, or mi,managerlll nt of mom·v and c:rt•dit. Thew 
are nnpto1m, of dl'l'pl'r lh ficit•n~it·,. 

Extended family 
Our d1ffic11ltit•s ari,l' rathl'r from thl' changing 

structun.., function, .rncl n•.t,on for hcin" of the 
American f,unih. The t·,tl'ndecl famih h,1-.'\·irtuallv 
dis,ipp<·arcd. Ernnornics has forc<·d ~mtraincd pa~­
enb and chiltln n into th<' hothoust• ,w <:all ,l n11cll•,1r 
famih. It ha het'n called thl' mo~t , ulner,1hle oci.tl 
10stitution e,·t·r inn-ntecl. This is due to its isol.1tion. 
its sclf-tentl'recl heha\'ior, and its 1nt·,1gcr rcsourc<·s 
for t'OnAict n·~olution and for discharging psvchic 
O\'trload. • 

As latl' as the <•arly '50s, one in 10 families still ha<l 

,u\11\t rclatiws unclt•r its roof. Through the presc'nt r 
of thew pcrsom as ,rn l'\tendecl famil~ system, par• 
< nts ancl childn·n w1•re made S<'nsiti,·c to tlwir o,, n 
rc.,pomihiht\' to the out,idl', were for~'t·cl to comi<l< r 
the impact of th<'ir beh,n ior 011 otlll'rs, and had an 
opportunity to n orient their f1•el11ws a" .1, from 
t hl'msclws·. .., 

O11c reason Christians haH' trouble trvi11n to ,1s-;ist 
till' \nwrican f ,1mih is th,1t tht' lnhli<:al :1irecti\'t'S 
for famih l"·ing a~l' ,linwd to\\ard the Pxternlcd 
farmly. Rl'ligious ll',1cht•rs haH' tried to reconcilt· 
such teaching, "ith our dis irmlar family patt< ms, 
hut "ith mi11im,1I s11c·ct•ss. The~ h,1, 1• tncd hy "bap­
tizing sccul,1rit) ," clairnmg that tlw Scriptures teach 
that people arc to marn for 10\e, that the Christian 
f,unily is dt•nH>cratie-\\ ith <'lptal \'Oin• for l'a<:h 
nw111her .. m<l that ~c,ual r<·l.1tions are for per onal 
e11li,111c1•me11t and onl~ incickntall\' for n•produdion. 
~Olll' of this scp1an•s "ith the B1hll' 1t,elf. The~<' an• 
hum.mi tic: sPcular , .1hw, ,, hich Chri,tians ma, or 
Blil) not ,, ant to e,pous<'. The~ should not h.1, t' hol) 
"ater spnnkk<l Oil them. ho,,·e, er. a, though hrhli­

c,11h supportt•d. 

Personal fulfillment 
Besicks ,trncturl', tht• functions of thl' .\rnl'rican 

f.umh h.n e bel'n radicalh ,1ltC'rl'd. Gone is thl' 
rc,pon ihilit) for school l~.1rni11g. religious l'ducn­
tion, or , oc,1tio11.1l tr,1ini11{!. c,·cn entt,rtainnwnt. Thl' 
chH f \\'Ork of thl' family tocla, i, to pro\'icle "com­
p.mromhip" -to ,,lti,f) p< r,onalit) nct•<h-.1s Burgess' 
pioneer stll(h in the carh '30, ,hm, l'CI. "I can·t li\'C' 

"ithout hl'r" i~ the re,1son for rn,1rryin{!. and per,011.\I 
fulfillnll'nt is the rl'ason for lwarine: and rearing 
chihlri:n. ~ 

\., our nation ",1, 11Hl11,trialiZl'cl, this function 
bee.um· 111on· s1~11ifica11t. \\'hen' hut m "m)·" f,unil) 
eould I c,pect personal appreciation in .m increas­
ing!) 1111pt r,onal \\'Orlcl? According to ,tudics in the• 
latt• 19.50,, r,\i,ing .1 good tamih "as comidl'red thl' 
highest , nine to "hich O to 90'.i of the rollt•ge stu­

dt nb could a~pire. 
\\ hen pcnonal fulfillment w.1s not forthcoming 

( thl' a,he, of ,l quick!) burned-out infatuation), or 
"\wn ··111\" p.1rtnN's neC'CI for recognition and affl'c­
tion interfere<! ,, ith ,,1ti,f ~ ing "rn/' o,, n ( .1 1ww 
h,1lw ,1rnH·s, for 1•,arnplc), tht•n it could quickly be 
dl'lt;nnincd th,1t "m) .. p,1rticular m.irriage was not 
,icl'on1pli~hing ih promise,. Th,1t ,, a,; tlwn trans­
l 1tt d as "I don·t ft•t•l ,tm lo, l' for himlh<'r anvmore:· 
\me<' n;arriecl lifr prorniwd this primary fun~tion of 
pt r!)onal .1pprcd,1tio11, hmH'H'r. that ,,·a!) tlw signal 

to set out looking for a r<'pl.1cellll'llt. 
The rl'ason for family Ii,·ing also h.1s ch.mgt·d. and 

to th,1t W<' mmt rl'tum in our nc,t i!)~uc. GHM 

Seplembu 20. 1,r.-11 



u. 

Welcome and keep new members: 

by Marion Youngquist 

Jane and Tom ~elson were transferred 
to Cent< n ille last year. \\'ith their two children. they 
joined St John's Lutheran Church Sometimes the 

:-.:tison family comes to worship . But 
that's about all. Because of wh,1t has 

• not happened, they are still "new mem-
bers" on the l'dgt> of congregational lifr. 

Congregations "evangelize'' in S<'ek­
ing new members, but many gi\·e littk• 
emphasis to "integration," nameh. to 

making certain that new members learn they be.long. 
Too often it is falsely assumed that membership 
produces participation. 

But the :'\elsons and the congregation need each 
other. The :-.:elsons could share the work load now 
carried by a dedicated core of members. They c:ould 
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aclcl \ it,1lit\ \\ ith their t,1lents and new ideas ~ 
• J ~ the '.'\ t l, ons 11e1 cl lriencll) support ,rn ac 1 

in tht ir li t \\ situ,1tion. 

Comidt r thrl'e stl'ps to " integration" 

1. INSTRUCT! St. Paul wrote to the Phifipp,a: 
"And ,t ,s my prayer that your love may aboun. 
more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment" (1 :9). h 

What docs rnember,hip mean at St. John:s C Ill 
to ciuest1on1 a .\n instruction c:lass offers ,llls\\ers • II 

1 · y t ·t is a f.i ac cloc.trirn.•, \\Orship, and !>l'T\ ice. l I h 
1 

I ,. I because t e 
l'\C:m<' people like tll' , ,l•sons ' 

"Lutheran." 
I t the bcnrrol 

~ ewc:omers m eel to know a >OU 

h • cornrnunlh c:omm1tment. missionary emp a\i~, 1 \ I I ·al de111a11c' 
reach, cducation.11 proe;ram. ,rnc 0 ~· .. , . If a f 

• I I . ie 1Jnont1cs. C\"l'f\' conrrn•rrat1011 1as t w s,lll .. b ~ 



I 
I 

When new peoole 1o in a chJrch group do tie o d 
e oers f u y acce;.)t therr? 0 d or :1ew-t½ere c 

be no second-c'ass c 1t1zers in the Christ1a11 fa +h 

h- looks else\\ h<'re for chC'ap gract', then St John's 
has onl~ lo,t a statistic. 

The class ( \\ ith spomor, ) is a nucll us of friend)\' 
faco \\ hen nt·\n.omt•rs join the co11 ~r ~ t 011. P1 ;_ 
h,1p, a B1ble-,t11d) group can contimil' the c.lose 
.mor,ation. 

On mt•mber,hip clay. a nwal after the ser\'ice adds 
a hospitable \\ elconw. Breaking hreacl togt ther 
allows oth1·rs to gn l't new nwmber, too. \\"hether 
brunth or cas,crole potluck fellowship-not foocl­
gets emphasis. Afterward. nt·\\" members can t.tll,; 

briefl) about family, \\ ork. hobbies, ,rnd church ac­
li\il). This infonn,tl rt'cognition t•stahlishes common 
intrresh. 

Picture, should ht tali n for the bulletin board. 
List namt•s .ind addrl's..,l's in th Sunda) built tin 
and the monthly nt \\,lettt>r. Inform otht•rs in their 
neighborhood or in the ,ame comp.my about the 
new members, so tlwy can hl' grl'etecl. In l'\'l'ry \\ ,1y. 
let ne,, memhns lno,, tht) ,ire per-,011,, not jll',t 
\tatistics. 

2. INVITE! Recall Jesus' words, " ... I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me" (Matt. 25 35) 

Pt·opk• are lonely. E-\tr.t pre,,ures may come \\'ith 
a nm job or ,1 new school. PPrh,1ps pn·, iom C'\{ll'­

ril'ntl' has ,ourl'cl them on church org,mintions. 
\la:- be tht y an too ,hy to ask que,tions So new 
mrmbers like tht '\t 1,on, ,He consich·rl'd ",1loof • 

long-trrrn 111t·mber, c:mnpl.iin that the notiu• in 
Sund.1:\ hull<'li11-··E\enone is ,,1·lcomt -1s not 
tL <hi. Or ,1 poster im tt.1tion is igJ1ored C,onwone 
rem,irh. "\\'e sent ,1 lt'ttt·r to L \en·o,w \\ho JOined 
~ast year and no one responded." (It probably \\l'nt 
in thC' wa,teba,ld with otlwr circul.1rs. ) 

Pt rson-to-pt'N>n in\'itations arc nct·ded to draw 
P~·oplc into fello\\',hi p. \ friendly visit ,\ith the 
:'\elsons \\ ould c·stablish some rapport. Do they lll'l'd 
baby-sitters or other help" \\ ould they like to go 
out soon for a lunch or dinm r.i Dot's one of tht.rn 
~ave time to count tht Sunday offering? Could thq 

c•lp usher or teach ,1 clmrch-school class? 

:-;-rw members nt ed a pt rsonal imitation to par­
ticipate in church life. 

3. INVOLVE! Christians are " ... to lead a 
life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, 
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing 
in the knowledge of God" (Col. 1 :10). 

Congregations h n·t. t ill'nt galore. But how does 
a congn g,1tion tap its re ,ource,:' 

One pos,ibilit\' 1-. a \ oluntee r coordin.itor, a la\' 
person ,, ho kn~ws m·ailable t,1lent..., e,pecially ~f 
m ,, comer, . . .\long with p.ui,h record,. a talent file 
i, helpful. E.1ch taknt card should includt' pertinent 
ir forrr 1tion such as l'rnplo) mt nt ( and hours ), pre­
, ·101 s church e\pericnct•. recn·ation. skill,. hobbies, 
e l 1Catio11, ancl preference for sen ice-youth, \\'Or­
ship. propt·rt:, , t tc. 

\\'ho can play the guit.u for a pirnic .'>ing-along? 
T) P<' hulll'tins:' Dri, e youth to a rally? Rt pair choir 
robes, Dl Ii, er me,11,-on-,, bet J..,~ Help ,dth an ..\cl­
wnt craft night:' Tlw church is filled ,,·1th \'Oluntl'ers 
,, ho h,n·e a 11uml.1te to Ion· ,llld s1·n l 5hort-term 
.1etidtil's integrate them l'asily . 

If new members do join ,I church group, docs it 
fulh- acxept them? Or 1s thl'rl' fl'ar that ,ww peoplt' 
,, iii ch,rngl' things:' This attitude \\ ill limit partici­
pation Old or m·,,·-there c.1n bl' no Sl'concJ.c:Jas, 
dti1em in thl' Christi,111 faith. 

To J..now anti to bl' known is the lw,t w.1y to bring 
th1 \t bans. or an) one, into tlw church family. Hc.11 
p.utic1p 1tion and a sl'nst• of fl llo,\ ,hip come through 
instrmtion. Ill\ 1ta 1011, ,rntl i, , h 1cnt Till n, for 

3 ., Ion!:!; ,1s thl' '\l bons htlo11g to t John\, thl') \\ 111 
cherish their chun:h home. • 

Mrs. Youngquist is a teacher's aide, 
homemaker, and wrtter ,n Glen Ellyn, Ill. 

Seplember 20, 197i-1l 



Newsfront 
Christ as truth 

''When the :'\e,, Testament writers ascribed deity 
to Jesus. they did not mean it in any attenuated. 
mvthical, or poetic sense. They meant \Vhat they 
sa.id: that God had Yisited and redeemed his people 
and that he had done so in and through Jesus." With 
these words. Canon ;\1ichael Green rebuts a chal­
lenge to the traditional concept of Christ\ di\·iuit) 
made in The Myth of God Incarnate. 

The book, center of theological controversy since 
its publication last June in London, Engl.md, con­
tams 10 essays by six leading Anglican religious 
scholars and one member of the l' nitcd Refonned 
Church. It is now answered in The Truth of God 
Incarnate, published by Hodder and Stoughton of 
London. Canon Gr<'t:11, rector of St Aklatt ,, O\.ford, 
is the major contributor to the latter book. He notes 
"an astonishing fact that most of the writers in The 
Jfyth of God Incarnate have very little to say about 
the resurrection, which is, after all. the crux as to 
whether the Jesus story is myth or history." 

Another contributor, the Rt. Rev. Christopher 
Butler, Roman Catholic auxiliary bishop of \\' est­
minster, dewlops this point by writing, "Christianity 
took its birth from a fact, the fact of the resurrection 
of Jesus of ~azareth. This fact stands behind ever; 
page of the N'c w Testament. Without that fact, ther~ 

Pray at lunch-President Carter, left, and Vice­
President Walter Mondale have a moment of silent 
prayer before lunch under a wil low tree outside the 
president's office at the White House. The two lead­
e~s meet. alon~ for lunch every week to exchange 
views which might not be possible when others are 
present. Silent prayer always precedes their lunch. 

14-The luther~n St~ndud 
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would ha\ e been no N'ew Testament. no O· 
tianih .'' ·• 

Bishop Butler goes on to quote from the X 
Testament and particularly Paul's epistle to the p. 
lippians, which was written about 2,5 years aftert 
n -.urrl'Ction of Chri-.t. He quotes from the ep 
.. Th<'reforl' God has highly exalted him and 
stO\\·ecl on him the name which is abo\'e evervn,~ 
th,1t ,1t the naml' of Jesus ('\·rry knee should ·bo,; 
hean•n and on earth . .. , and eve[) tongue cod~ 
th,1t Jt•sus Christ is Lord, to the glof)· of God tt 
Father." 

Ht• also dt'.1ls at length with the Council,: 
Formul.t of ChakL don, which took place in AD,: 

Ct nturie, after the ~ew Testament was written H 
,1dch: "The church has liwd with the FormuL 
Ch,tb clon for O\·er a millennium and-a-half. It• 
\l'l n in it .1 faithful rC'statt'ment of its own immt· 
ri,d t.1ith"-tht• f.tith already expressed in the doctr. 
th,1t the Word of God, who was himself di\lne, \. 
cam<' fh -,h" ( <1 real human being) in and as Jesus 
N'azareth ( !:>ee John 1:14). 

Priests deposed 
Four California pne~ts and one in Colorado ai· 

the fir-,t \\ ithin th<' l" S. Episcopal church tot( 

dt po,ed for their act10ns m opposition to ordina 
of \\·omen. The fh e priests have been active!~ 
\ oh ed in the form.1tion of a ··continuing" EptScopa: 
Church, st•p.trate from the denomination as 
cons ti tu tt cl. 

Prie~ts in other diocese's also ha\·e been suspendec 
O\ l'r \\'Omen's ordination and other issues, but tile.: 

..,ix-month period to allow for a change of m_md 
reconcili,1tion had not expin cl Some other Episeof 
prie ts h,t\t' publicly renounced the denomi~atiel 
SC'\ era! rec:l'ntly ,tppl)ing for acceptance 10 di 
Orthodox Church of America. 

Favors women deacons 
The Catholic archbishop of Baltimore has re(illll' 

mended that women be permitted to beco;e \ 
<laincd deacons and considered for other lea en est; 
positions which church law does not requireh~ncb 

0 
, d ' conate '' 1 

to fill. The church s pennanent 1a , •. 
d I d h s se,eral tuv 

opt•n to married men an a rea Y a 
1 II • tlv fuoc 1 sand CS members, includes a pnes , f eCO'> 

. d h "crament o r e\.cept celebratmg mass an t e Su ch. 
, preach, tea 

c:iliation (confession). Deacons ma) 1_ ~ 
'd t funcrac,, baptize, witness marriages, pres1 e 3 

administer the Eucharist. 



Modern morality play?-Ben Kenobi {Alec 
Guinness), right, parries Darth Vader's light 
saber thrust in a duel with laser beams from the 
motion picture Star Wars. Pitting good against 
evil, the film has been seen as a modern-day 
morality play, wherein the " force" of believers 
in the solidarity of humankind overcomes the evil 
person1f1ed by the Lucifer-like character, Darth 
Vader, who misuses technology for purposes of 
doom. The picture has become a smash hit. 

ELIM votes continuance 
as 'voice of conscience' 

:\!embers of thl' .. modt•rat<•" E\·anµ;ehcal Lutheran, 
in :\fission ( ELL\1) h,1w detern;ined that their 
mo,·em1·nt will rl'rn,1in a , oice of "comciencc" fo1 
"moderates" sp •aling to i,..,ues in the Lutlwran 
Church-\lissouri S\nod. 

A resolution s1 ttmg futun• ELI\1 direction and 
saying the group would continue to "protl'st the 
11n1ust actions" in the s, nod was adopted at ELI\l's 
fifth annual assemblv at De!> Plainl'..,, Ill., last month. 

A bud~t't of $220,000 for tlw n('\t vcar was ap­
proved, primarily to support a biwl·el-\· ne,np,1pl'r 
and to publi,h ocC'asion.11 is..,m· papers. 

The He, Samu<'! Roth, Ferguson. \ fo. said Ill hi ... 
presidential acldre,s that for the \ t issoun S, nod to 
ignore "scriptural impC'rati\'es to unity in tht whole 
~ody of Christ" and to trv to "go it alonl'" in mission 
1s heresy. • 

A quick look 
A study of investment in South Africa by the 
South African Council of Churches concludes it has 
done more harm than good in terms of ending the 
country's apartheid (separate racial development) 
policies The report recommends " cessation of all 
further loans to South Africa unless and until" a 17-
point "code of ethics for investment in South Africa 
Is accepted and obligatory " 
Children forced to model for pornographic photos 
may not be left w th physical scars, but they are 
"psychically mutilated,· Harry N. Hollis Jr., a South­
ern Baptist specialist on family issues, told a forum 
on "Morali ty Censorship, and the Law" in Nashville, 
Tenn. He said he believes child pornography qualifies 
as "child abuse a:,d therefore is not protected by 
the First Amendment. 
$26 billion were spent last year for alcoholic bev­
erages by the U.S. drinking public, Mrs. Margaret 
Gee, treasurer of the national Women's Christian 
Temperance Union, reported in Springfield , Ill. The 
figure represents an increase of $1.35 billion over 
the 1975 expenditure and breaks down to $2.97 mil­
lion spent every 24 hours, Mrs. Gee pointed out. 
Leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist Church have 
made what the denomination describes as its " first 
formal declaration of opposition to the aims of the 
gay rights moveme1t." President Robert Pierson of 
the SDA General Conference said in Washington, 
DC that homosexuality undermines the home and 
any perversion that weakens the very foundations 

upon which a Chr stian nation is built cannot be 
accepted by the church." 
A newspaper trend in southern California to restrict 
or ban advertis ng o' pornographic movies has gained 
strong religious support and the threat of freedom­
of-speech suits from " adult" film interests. The latest 
-and largest-newspaper to ban ads for smut films 
is the Los Angeles Times. Distributors of porno­
graphic movies, along with owners of X-rated the­
aters, charge that the advertising prohibitions violate 
F rst Amendment guarantees of freedom of speech. 
A working paper for the U.S. Senate's Special Com­
mittee on Aging cites the need to abolish mandatory 
retirement as a key requisite in ending age discrimi­
nation. The paper reported that mandatory retire­
ment is still supported by many, but oppos1t1on to it 
has increased considerably in recent years A 1974 
Harris poll showed that 86% of the public believe 
"nobody should be forced to retire because of age, 
if he wants to continue working and is still able to 
do a good job.'' 
The United Farm Workers ' union of Cesar Chavez 
has been urged to mount a nationwide organizing 
effort to build "a more rational system of labor­
management relations" within agricul ture. Roman 
Catholic Bishop James S. Rausch of Phoenix, Ariz., 
said an organization of farm workers_ across . the 
country would be "a blessing for Amencan agricul­
ture and especially for small farmers 1f 11 pron:ipts 
them ... to establish organizations of their own in a 
joint effort to resolve common economic problems." 

Stptember 20, 1977-15 



People 

"I want to r,p off the labels by which we are able to d1sm1ss people and events." 

A musical that opens with the doxology and ends with a hymn has 
blossomed into one of the biggest hits in the career of a prolific artist as 
at home in the pulpit as on stage. "Camp Meeting" is the latest creation 
of the Rev. Al Carmines who has written words or music, or both, for more 
than 40 shows m the 16 years since becoming minister of Judson Me­
morial Church and director of the Judson Poets' Theater tn New York's 
Greenwich Village. 

In an interview with Elliott Wright of Religious News Service, the 41-
year-old composer, a graduate of Union (N.Y.) Theological Seminary, said 
he reached into America's "evangelical and evangel1st1c-very expressive 
-religious heritage" for the raw material of "Camp Meeting." Set at a 
mid-19th century revival on the Illinois frontier, the show rollicks and 
frolicks and raises a lot of serious questions about what it means to be a 
sinner or would-be saint. 

A part of Carmine's purpose in "Camp Meeting" is to focus the theater's 
cleansing, clarifying light on a segment of American religious and social 
history he feels 1s too often ignored or romanticized . "I want to np off the 
labels by which we are able to dismiss people and events," he said. "We 
dismiss the biblical figures by giving them halos, ignoring clues that they 
were flesh and blood, lusty, passionate beings with whom we could iden­
tify. We do the same thing to our American history, even to our parents­
don't let them be real people. We try to be creators of the world instead 
of letting the created world speak to us." 

Does Carmines find it difficult to walk In two worlds, ecclesiastical and 
theatrical? Not_ a bit. ~y theological understanding of my work is based 
on belief m the incarnation. People-particularly today-are turned off by 
rhetoric, and the action aspects of theater and the arts are really a reflec­
t ion of what it means for Word to become flesh." 
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Plans move ahead 
for Bach TV film 

The producer and writer ,ihr, .. 
l,1horated with Lutheran Film • 
ciates (LFA) on h,o earhu 
films (Martin Luther and Qurni:· 
are again teamed to ,,ork whl, 
agenc:y on its forthcommg televi, 
pres( tation on the life and m 

Johann Sebastian Bach. Lothar 11 : 
has been t 11gaged as prudu . 
Allan Sloane, an Emm} Award 
ner fo h1 dramatic scnpts, \I 

the key ,, ntmg role for the P' 
Robert E. A. Lee, LH ruo;:;i 

secretary, announced. 
D 

Dr. Carl H. Mau Jr., ~eneral seai, 

tary of the Lutheran \\'orld F 
tion, was a,,arded an honoran do:: 
of di\ init) degree at sulTlllltl 
menc:emt'nt exercises of Pacific 1 

theran L11mersity. The 55-iw 
American Lutheran Church clerr 
man onc:c sen cd as pastor of I.cl: 
\1emorial Church in Tacoma \\ 

D 
Irving R. Burling, president '· 

ther ,Ill \f 11tual Life Insurance r 

\\'a, erlv. lm,a, has been named 
soci,1te c: hairman for the 3ith \a 
.11 R1hle Week. ::-:o,. 20-27 Ht 1 

rege11t of \\'arthurg Colleiie. \la1 
and of \\'artburg Semman, Du 

D 
Dr. J. Daniel Palm of the S• 

Cnllt·ge biology f.iculh has 1l!t 
elected an honoran FellO\\ of the 
tcm.1tion.1l Academ,· of Pm 
\fpd1cine. He \\US honorro for~ 
~cart h Ill the area of human it 

response. 

Howard 
\tirlll ., wa~ 

D 
D. Stendahl of St p 
inadvertenth omitted 

the liilln~ 
1977 Lut\e 
Semman ~ 
ate~ in the ~ 
9 Lt1Ti!H 

Sr ~"o~RD 

was orda1 
Aug. 2 
Timothv 
an Chur 
Paul. and 

Stendahl cepted 3 

Faith Lutheran Church. Rosho 

d . Hope Lutheran an ew 
Amherst Junction, Wis. 



News follow-up -Breaking the silence from loss of powerful RVOG 
by John w. Bachman 

In the earh.· morning of \tarch 12, 
[977, the Radio \'mce of the Gospel 
(R\'0G) ,,as silencccl. \hhtary forces 
iJ the re,olutionarv go\'ernment of 
Ethiopia took o\'er the P°''erful radio 
station of the Lutheran \Vorld Feder-

ation. 
For 14 ,ears, R\'OG had assisted 

churche of Africa, A,ia, an<l the \hd­
dle East to sen.e millions of li~tt•ners. 
Programs \,ere broa<lcnst from Addis 
Ababa, but most of them had heen 
taped in the lands to ,, hich they 
-.,;ere beamed hv shortw,1n·. As many 
a 16 languages ,, ere used at different 
times o,er three tran milters. 

The t,1ke0\~r ,,as not unexpected. 
Re\olutionary officials had made clear 
that broackastmg ,, ,1s n•g,1rded ,1s a 
~o,emment monopoly. It also \\as 
explained that no single religious 
group should be allO\\ ed to operate 
such a public facilitv. 

Served poor and oppressed 
The action \\as d1sappmntmg to 

the churches, howe, er. because 
R\'0G had attempted to en e the 
needs of the poor and the oppressed. 
a function in lme \\ith tht' ex"Pres eel 
goah of the nt'w go\'n111nc11I. 

Great t disappointment ,, as ex­
pmsed h\' lo\'al listeners. One F11l,111i 
said, ~You brought us into the light, 

and now "e are entering the darknes~ 
again." Another said, "'Thanks to 
R \ OC we felt \\ e at last had contact 
with the world around m. :--;-ow that it 
1s cloS<'d down, we are enclosed on 
our O\\ n selves again:· 

When R\"OG began broadcasting 
to the Fulani, it was the only station 
carrymg programs in their language. 
0\ er the years close ties had been 
established. One listener complainrd, 
~I ha\ e lo t a frie11d." 

Thought something wrong 
\\'hen H\'OG could no longer he 

receiwd, radios were taken to repair 
shops in the belief ·h,t metlung was 
,, ron~ with the sets Some e\'en were 
sold \\ hen owner 1, ·am d ,, hat had 
happened. 

\\'ays are being found to resume 
contact, not o,er R\'OG hut through 
other _..tat1ons and other media. The 
Fulani broadcasts arc being mred, at 
least temporarily, by EL\\'A from 
\lonrO\ia, L1brna. 

Program in S,, ah1li. Amharic, \tal­
a gasv, .rn<l two Indian languages 
pr ' . h "111 be carried h,· FEBA m 
ti 5£, chelle Islands 

P l C, pms and Radio Sri La11ka 
are other outlets, and there mav be 
,111 opportunity to part1ripatc m op­
eratmg a ne\\ station in Rwanda. 
Chmchr, m some countries such as 
:--:igena, the Sudan, and Tanzania 

Sex replacing violence on TV, report says 
A major a<lH·rtising agency's 

report on upl'oming !Pk, is1on 
trend has indicated that T\' ho\\ s 
,,1th ,t•,ual tht·mcs ma\' n-pl,1Cl' 
,iolence as the number ·one issue 
for critics of T\' programming. 

The report, issued h\' Batten, 
Barte ,1, Durst me and OslXJm, aid 
l~1at ABC-T\''s projected new se­
n~. ·•s, ,ap," ma\' launch an l'!l­
tircly nc\\ di1m'1{sion of problems 
for primc-timt· T\', notmg that as 
neh,orks continue to air sho,, s 

with adult topics, "the anti-Sl'\. 
crusader are bcginnin~ to fonn 
their ranks." 

:\ccord111~ to the BBD6.0 report, 
"sc, er.ii n search studies ,He claim­
ing pnme time pro~amming car-
11c, too m,111\' sexu.il inft rence • 
l'\ en dunng the fam1h hour. Al­
though the m,1cle-for-T\' mo, ie~ 
dunng the past ~ear ha,c dt',lt 
"ith topics like tcen,1ge prostitu­
tion, the nl'l\\ork:. are tJII e<litmg 

from out the more erotic scene, 
tlwatncal films which find their 
\\8\ onto T\'" 

The report s,ii<l the pressure 
from thow oppnscd to nolence on 
tele\'1~1011 has had an c•ffecl on 

thi, fall':. prowamming. 

ha,e limited access to their national 
~ystems. 

\leanwh1le, use of cassettes, print, 
and ~1mpler media 1s being e,panded, 
and l'\·en satellites "ill lx• explored. 

Plans are being de, eloped by a 
Lutheran World Federation commit­
tee "h1ch I chair. They arc being 
camed out by a staff headed by the 
Re,. \!arc Chambron of the LWF in 
Ge11eva. There is consultation at all 
stages \\ 1th represcntall\'e, of mem­
ber churches, the \\'orld :\ssoc1,1tion 
for Chn han Commun1catio11, and the 
All-African Conference of Churcheo;. 

:\.11 attempt 1s heing made to rec­
ogmze both the tren~hs and \\Cak­
nessrs of H\'OG. For example. trans­
mission from a number of different 
locations 11n<ler cooperallve auspices 
1s hkclv to be more effect1,·e and in­
,ohe less poht!cal risk than unilateral 
operation of ,1 single st.ition. 

Unanswered questions 
O· t of the 11nans\\ ered questions is 

ho,\ to replace the news scn·ice pro­
, 1ded h\' R\'OG. This balanced CO\'er­
age of \\orld e,cnts "as an important 
rl'ason for listener • confid nee m the 
stat1on·s mtegnl\·. \\'hen ~ Sudane e 
guenll,1 leadn ~ame to Adl1s Ah.1ha 
m 1972 to procl,1im II tn1ce which 
ended more than II decade of hloody 
stnfe, he clepernlcd exclusi,·ely on 
H\'OC.. explaining. "Hadio \'oice of 
tlw Gospel is the st,1tion my soldier, 
hsten to :rnd tmst " 

This comple, project Will require 
funchng at least eomparahle to the 

1,450,000 budget of R\'OG. 
Churches of the L \\'f, principally 
from Europe ancl America, are ex­
pected to co11tmue their mpport. 

Once agam in hi,tory, an attempt 
ha, been m.1de to throttle a \'Oiet• of 
the gospel It "111 not s11cceed. Chris­
tians w1'l break the silence as many 
\'oice, replace the one suppressed. 

Dr. Bachman is director 
of the American 
Lutheran Church's 
Office of Communica­

.::31•.-~ t,on and Mission 
Support and chairman 
of the Lutheran World 
Federation's Comm,ttee 
on Communication. 
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Outreach turnabout-Churches in the South Pacific, Northern Minnesota, 
and Eastern districts of the American Lutheran Church will be visited this fall by 
this Evangelical Outreach team from Japan. Members of " His Family" include 
ALC missionaries, the Rev. Phil and Margaret Lut110; two of their children, M1r1am 
and Mark; a Japanese pastor, the Rev. Y. Tanaka; his wife, Tok1ko: daughter, 
Mika; and a college senior. S. Taniguchi. Their gospel presentation includes music, 
color-visuals, chalk drawings, and a talking puppet. 

Isolated Lutherans find church home 
for vears isolated Lutheran fami­

lies in the southwest comer of Ar­
kansas tra,·eled up to 60 miles one 
way to attend worship services at 
Christ Lutheran Church in the border 
city of Texarkana. '\ow they have a 
church of their o,m. In fact. they 
have two churches. 

Ideas at work 
This issue of THE LUTHER.-\" ST'\:S:­

DARD is directed toward assisting con­
gregations in sharing their Christian 
understanding of familv life. You can 
help the staff plan future articles if 
you 611 in the blanks below and mail 
the coupon to THE LUTHERA:s: STA"· 
DARO, 426 S Fifth St , '.\linneapolis, 
.\1inn. 55415. 
------------------

\\'e are able to use these articles 
on family life in our _ adult forum; 
_ church council, _ adul t-vouth 
panel, _ fam ily table talks. • 

Congregation ________ _ 

City and state. ________ _ 

----------------
Limited additional quantities of this 

issue arc ava ilable to non-every-home 
plan congregations. .\1aximum num­
ber per order-50. Order from T HE 
LUTHERA'I STANDARo's C irculation 
Dept., 426 S. Fifth St., Minneapolis, 
~1inn. 55415. 

1~ The luther~n St~ndud 

The Re\'. Gerald \\'estcrhuhr ar­
rived this June as the new pastor for 
Community Lutheran Church, Hope, 
Ark, the ALC "Church-of-the-.\1onth"' 
for September. He also serves Com­
munil:), Lutheran in .\furfreesboro un­
der a purchase-of-services agreement. 

During the summer the two con­
gregations combined th1·ir t·fforts and 
provided worship ser-vices for \ aca­
tioners m the south,, cst Arkamas lakc 
area. 

Swenson, Montgomery 
join ALC national staff 

The Re". Roger E. Swenson, \'ice­
president for de\'elopment of Fair­
view Community Hospitals, \tmne­
apolis, has been named director of 
the American Lutheran Church Foun­
dation, effccti, e Oct. 1. He succeeds 
Herbert A. Schwarze \\ho is retiring. 
Ordained mto the ministry of the 
ALC in 1962, Swenson was em­
plo) ed in the development depart-

Swenson Montgomery 

•• 

At meeting: 

Council approves 
DSMA work with 
university group 

At. its meeting last month. ~ 
ALC s Church Council ( see reix,:-, 
LS, Sept. 6, pp. 14-15) voted 
terminate the church's "action . 
search"' in the University of M 
sota's Program in Human Sexur.: 
At the same time, the council en 
aged the ALC's Di\ision for Ste, 
and .\liss10n m America (DS\H 
continue its involvement 11ith 
Committee on Religion and Etluo 
the uni\ ersity "to enlarge the dial: 
between religion and medicine• 

Four recommendations form 
hy a Church Council task force a 
five members from the Board for Ill 
\"ice and .\1 ission in America Lt 

July 12, p. 23) were adopted unar, 

momly. The recommendations also. 
to the service and m1Ssion boarJ 
approval. 

The Rev. John Spencer of ~ 
Ulm, \finn., charrman of the '1ll 

force, said the recommendation 
conclude the "action research" at 
univer\itv was not based upon l!f. 
ti,·e findings about the program. R 
er, he \aid. the task force conclude: 
th1t six years of participation 
DS\1.\ in "action research" thr . 
the universitv's Program in H 
St>x11,1litv was sufficient and that•· 
time h;s come to share its find•. 
with the other divisions and c5 
of the ALC "in de,eloping coc; 

nated efforts to assist congregJtal! 
in their ministries to persons 
families."' 

11 \fo-ment of Concordia Co ege. 

head , ~1mn., from 1960to_ 19:/« 
is a graduate of Concordia 
Luther Seminary. St. Paul. 

The Rev. Arthur W. Mont~oml" 

has joined the staff of the ALC ~~ 
1 ·1·· in thf\,<C sion for Life anc ;, ission . 

d • for con!!Te, gregation as 1rector . 
d derrlopmi! 

tional resources an ha1 r11· 

For the past four year_s he L therr 
pastor o f O ur Savio~ . t~e eJ 

Church, Staten Island. ~ .) •. Jl ·· 
lier sen ed con irreirat1ons ins D 

d S. • Falls · • boldt, Iowa, an wux • • 



In central African Empire -'They are eager to read the Bible' 
by James M. Huber 

Did vou know that Ad,11n and EvP 

11
ere r;akrd ht•c:,1me somcone stoic 

therr clothes \\ hilt they ,, ere S\\lm-

1!110,{.> 
Few pt'ople would ,ic:c:1 pt that e,-

planahon for the first couple's nake<l­
ne5S. but ,1 number of Lutheran Chris­
tians in the Central African Empin• 
mav have hclw,.ed it for ,I\\ hrle. b,~. 
cause a church leader cxplamed it that 
wa,. l'nable to read, he could not 
ronsult the Brhlt· for the facts. 

That inndcnt, and un<lo11htedlv 
many more hke 1t, happened some 
time al!o. The literacy rate in the 
churchrs has been 1mpro,. ing smce 
Lloyd and ~farg, ret Smith, mi s1on­
ane~ from the American Lutheran 
Church ( ALC). began teachmg re.1cl-
1111( m that countrv. 

MIDI program 
The Smiths are Ii, in~ for nim 

months in the ALC' Western ?\orth 
Dakota District, as part of the rnh­
sionarv-m-d1stnct-mterprd.ition pro­
l(ram of the Divmon for \\'orld 
\lission and Inter-Church Coopera­
tion 

\\'hrn they began their work in 

\ fric a as a young mis~1onary couplt, 
the) quickly realizC'd the importance 
of reading skill for church members. 

.. If the church 1~ to be cyo,, mg. 1t 
mu t le.1rn to n•ad-it must ha,c the 
Bible," s,1id Lloyd Smith III a rrce11t 
mtervir\\. 

The Smiths started their literacv 
,rnrk in 1955 and ha, e re\ i ed their 
!t•,1d1ing techniques ,en ral times, but 
their gi1idi11g purpose has remained 
the same. "The purpose of the literac\" 
program is t•,angchsm-so the peopl~ 
c.111 read the Bible," Llovd sa'\s. 

Small start 
I 11 1962, the Sn1ths attended a 

st•1mnar 011 hm, t :l ,,ntc pnmer~. Be­
sides receh1ng help ,, ith ,, nting a 
C:ba,·a11 primer for the people of tl1e 
Ccntr.11 African Empire, the Smiths 
lt'arned a conct pt ,, hich the, bclien­
has contrilmtcd greatly to their suc­
n•ss ,, 1th the l1tPrac~· program. They 
,tccrptcd the challenge to start with a 
mall program de,..oted to qualitv edu­

cation ,md 111dh idual attention. Size. 
thcv \\ ere told, would come later. 

From the heginnmg, the Smith, 
r<'sistetl offl rs from the Lutheran 
\\'orltl Fcder.1tion and other org:m1-
1.ations to provid,• mone~ for a large-

Margaret Smrth (left) teaches a reading class in the Central African Emoire. All 
class members must buy their own primers to show therr commitment to learn ing. 

~cale teachmg operatio11. They knew 
of too many other programs that had 
coll.1psed as soon as the m,1ss1'\ c funds 
ran out. A contmuing policv has heen 
that all prospe<.t1ve nt',,comers to the 
literacy class must huy tht•ir own 
primers, to show their interest and 
commitment to learning. 

In the past, manv Ghayas simply 
hehe,etl 1t was 1mposs1blc for them to 
lt•am .m,·thing. ~largaret recalls how 
the ,, om<'n ,., ould laugh hysterically 
,, hen called upon t , ,., r le on the 
blackboard. Once the m ths demon­
~trated to a fe,, individual tlut read­
ing w,1s possible, however, others 
began to lielie,. e m their 0'\\11 ability 
to read. 

Today, the literac~· procyam is pro­
\'ldmg catechists (teachers) for many 
of the \'lllage churches throughout 
the countn·. \\'1th no outside funds, 
the local churc:hc\ are pa~,ng for 
their o,, n catechists. Becau\e the peo­
ple are cx1remelv interested in learn­
ing to read, the teacher, arc required 
to produce re\ults. "If the teacher 
isn't good, the church \\ ill get a new 
one, because it 1s pn~1ng the salan es 
.md expects to get ,,hat 1t pay for," 
LIO\ d .1,·s. 

.~ccor<ling to the Sn 1ths, reading 
i\11°t sonwthmg the p ople ,,ant to do 
became it's ,uch a no,.cJty. "They arc 
cager to learn, .'>O they can re.id the 
Bible," \ largaret savs. 

Cheering and clapping 
\ \ hen students m th, literacy pro­

gram m,1stcr the pnmer. they are 
pn'st>ntcd ,, 1th a Bible. \\'henewr a 
student re.1che~ that n11lestonc in his 
life, the cl,1S) stops .is all the other 
cl,1ss member, cheer anti clap for the 
nc,, Bib Ir n-.1dt·r. Often thcv ,., ill lift 
the person onto their shoulder, for a 
spontaneous joyndc, to honor the ac­
complishment 

Al though the miths have only five 
rnon· vear, until their retirement, 
they h~pc to see the literacy program 
,pread mud1 more fullv to all nine 
district, of the African church in the 
Central African Empire. 

Huber ,s ed,tor•al assistant 
tor The Lutheran Standard. 

St,pl.,mber 20, 1,77- 1' 



Servanthood was demonstrated by 
ALC Women of Southeastern Minne­
sota (above) as they brought quilts 
and blankets for Lutheran World Re­
lief, and by newly elected officers in 
the Iowa District who were presented 
with towels bearing Jesus' foot-wash­
ing symbol. 

t 

ALC Women 'reach out' at district conventions 
by Lila C. Clawson 

:\fore than 15,000 American Lu­
theran Church Women met in lS dis­
trict conventions in recent months, 
celebrating their 1977 theme of 
"Reach Out." 

Variations of the theme included 
"Reach! Rene,,! Rejo1ct I Reach Out 
-:--:ow!" "Reach Out-Sc12e the Joy!" 
"Reach Out and Touch. and "Dare 
to Reach Out!" 

Attendance at the sixth triennial 
conventions was at an all-time high, 
as were offerings of both money and 
materials. A month after the last con­
vention ended. the offerings totaled 
more than S 150.000, with ~hecks still 
arrivmg from local ALC\\' groups. 

Women of the Southwestern :\fin­
nesota District contnbuted a total of 
$23,000. designated for world hunger, 
along with blankets and quilts, more 
than a ton of soap. and an additional 
$2,508.75 earmarked for blankets for 
Lutheran World Relief. 

At home and overseas 
A total offering of $22,590 in the 

Iowa District was swelled bv con­
tinuing contributions. It was· to be 
apportioned between the four Lu­
theran colleges in Iowa, the Youth 
Service Corps, the Lutheran Com­
munication Center, Christian litera­
ture for women in prison, and Iowa's 

2~ The Lutheran Slandud 

mi~rant worker,, as well as Lutheran 
\\'orld Action ( for ,,oriel hunger). 
the American Bible Society, women's 
work in :--:amibia J.ncl Felio\\ ship 
Ilou,e in \\'.hhington, D.C. 

.\. double garage in Topeka, Kan., 
\\ a, filled to the rafters ,, ith blankets 
and quilh brought l)\· \\omen of thC' 
Central Di,trict, who also filled a 

station wagon with towels. wash­
cloths. and so,1p for Oaks Inchan :\fis­
sion in Oklahoma. 

Partnership work 
The offtrin ~ of SI 2.656.-13 in the 

Southeastern \linnl'sota Distric.t \\3~ 

designated for partnership work in 
~ew Guinea. Central Africa. and Tai­
wan, and to prondL furnishings for .1 

Luthc:ran Social Service group home 
for mt ntalh- rltarded adult<;. Five 
hundred quilts and blanket~ also were 
brought to that c:onwntion for Lu­
theran \\'oriel Relief. 

Women of the Illinois District con­
tributed SOO pounds of soap, along 
with an offering of $10.500 In the 
Eastern District. where the offering 
was well over the S.5000 mark on the 
final day of the com·ention, the funcl,; 
were designated for Lutheran \\'oriel 
Relief. 

Hundreds of guilts and blankets 
also were brought to the Eastern 
:\'orth Dakota District convention. 
where the offering will p rovide a 

tractor for Africa ( Sl500 , helps, 
port Lutheran Social Sen-ice Sl6l 
and go to Lutheran \\ orld R 
( $3,-12 I.S8 ). 

The offering of almost 600: 
the Xorthem \linnesota Distr• 

di,·ided between Lutheran S, .. ~" 
, ices, the Twin Ports S -amen 1 

i,trY, and "Lutheran \ espus.• 
Hundreds of rnrcls of material 

Lutheran Worli Relief wtre brou. 
bv women of the ~lichigan Disttt. 
a~d the offering of more than •• 
was chndcd between the Fulam r: 

I d ,_.. \\ siom in Senega an ;,1ger m 
Africa ancl ".\'amibia, a commum 
outreach program at Crace Luther. 
Church in Detroit, and 3 cnsis houl­
in g project for abused ,,omen 
children in Toledo. Ohio. 

An oflcring of more than S50C!! 
the Xorth P.1nfic D1stnct was di1 
lwtwC'cn the T ai1\an \"oluntetr \ 

F I Se!' program and Lutheran ami J 

of Oregon. 

Outdoor ministries \ 
Tht Oh10 D1,tnct's Outdoor 

istries program bl'ncfitcd from a~ 
fering of mon' than $6500. 

I the Rockv ~tountam ?str: 

n • h SJoOC' 
the oficnng of more t an 
clmdcd between Lutheran : s 

nd m11 
S( rvices in \ fontana a 
churches m Wvomin~- SOOo 

A tota I of more than ~ 
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b,· women of Lhe South Dakot,1 

01 tricl • for \\11rld m1ss1011s. 
\\"omen of the South P,1cific D1s­

tnct dl\ idc<l thl·ir ofll•nt1g of $5,375.5, 
1:,e

1
,,ee11 the Tai,, au \ 'olu11tecr .:'\urs­

ing pro::r,1m .incl till' distritt's ALC\\' 
It ,lllmh1p tr.tining proJl ct. A special 
ofkrin!! of l ,:!-l l I I ,, as used to ofl­
itl conn·ntion e:-.pcnsl''i, 

camping and LSS 
Ir. the Soul I r Ii strict, the off<'r­

i::~ of S,666 ,, as <lh ided hct,, ccn 
tht' Lutlll ran A~sociat1on of South­

. ri Campm!! and Lutl1cran So-
1 ~1 Sen·,n·, of Tl·xas. 

",r- tha11 $9000 ghcn h, the 
women of the ~ortlu:rn \\'isconsin 
D1stnct ,,as shared hv tJ1rc>c E,c1n­
_ehcal Outreach mmistrics-Ephpha­
tha Sl·n·1tc,, MLuthcr,m \'esprrs," .111d 
the <lJStnct's :--c,, Be!!mmn!!s pro­

~ram 
Fourteen nc,, d1stnct presidents 

,,ue elected dunn!! the comcnllons 
and ,, 111 t,1kr their pl.1cl' on the 
\LC\\' ~encral hoard ,, hen 1t meet 
m Ottolwr to n•, ic,, pl.ms fur the 
national :\LC\\' comcnt1on in \lm­
neapolIS next August. 

New presidents 
Thn· .ire Dorothv Dvkman of 

Cherland Park, Kan , Central, Jeanne 
Buster of S1hcr Spnn!!, \td , East­
ern, Fa,1hr K,1lh,arf of Sch,1t1mhcrg, 
Ill, Illmms, Huth Lee' of Baudette. 
\ (um, :"\ortlwm \l11111csot,1, \l,irtha 
Batalden of \lmncapohs, Southeast­
rm \l11111csota, \Ian Lou Ludeman 
or Trac,, \l11111., s;utlme tPrn ~Im· 
ne ota Bette Erickson of Bellingham, 
\\'ash., :"\orth P.1c1fh, Colc11l' Bcid1,J­
sch1es of l:ppcr Sandusk\ , Ohio, 
Ohio; Bt'wrly Pctcrso11 of Rillings, 
\I nt , Rock~ \lount,nn, JO\ I Ia!!en 
of \\'t'bstcr, S D , South Dakota. Dora 
Lon~ of :--:o\'ato, C.1lif.. South P.1-
cific, Elaine Corde of \lason. Tex., 
Southtm; and Ione &.ndl'rson of R,1-
cme, \Vis. , Southcm \\'isco1mn. 

Ehg1ble lo scne another tcm1 ,,ere 
Euruce \'old of tlw E,1stem :--orth 
Dakota Distnct, Pc g \larket of :--.orth­
ern \\'1sconsin \\'ilma PiNson of 
\\' . . . 

t'stcm :--.:orth Dakota, and \larian 
Ohl'n of \ l ich1~a11. 

In c-ach of the districts, dclcg,1tt•~ 
were dedcd to a national nom111.1tin!! 
comr111ttrc whit'h will begin prcpar-

ing fo r election~ at the 11ational 
ALC\\' coment1on 111 197 , \\ hen the 
term of the nat1011al pre,ide11t, fir~t 
and scc011<I ,·1,·t•·prt'\lde11ts, secretar\', 
,md three members-at-large expire.' 

C1111rnrdi,1 College in ;\loorht•,1d. 
\!inn, ,,as the site of t,,o ALC\\' 
con,entions tins H',ir-the :,;'orthcrn 
\Imm sot.1 D1stnct, ;\hl, 13-14 and 
the Eastc m . 'orth Dakota rn'strict, 
1nm 2:!-23. 

Eight other college campuses ,,ere 
mad«• ,l\,11lahll· to the c.lmrch women 
-Au~ust.ma College m S10ux F.ills, 
SD Capital l'nhcmt:, m Columbus, 
01110. Luther College III Decorah, 
lo\\ ,1 and St Olaf C.ollc·ge m '.\orth­
fldcl \lmn.-all .dllli,1ttd ,,1th the 
American Lutheran Church, as \\ell 
as \\'csle,,m L'111Hnit, m Bloom1110-. ~ 

ton, Ill.: TO\\SOn State UmH rnh in 
suburban Baltimore \Id Allnon Col­
It ge m Alhmn, .:'\eb; and the l'm­
,ernt\ of \linnesota ~!oms 

F1,e l,1tgc hotel -R.1mada Inn m 
Topek,1. Kan , tlie Sheraton Hotel m 
Portland, Ore , Ramada Inn m Bil-

lm~s. \ lont.; the Rh iera Hotel m 
Pa1rn Springs, Calif.; and El Trop1-
cana Hotel 111 San Antonio, Tex. also 
ened a COll\cnt1on sites. 

111 l\,o d1striet~, large churches 
,, ere ullhzccl First Luther.in Ill \\'11-
liston, ::-;.D., a11d Grace and First Lu­
thu,111 churches m Eau Claire. \\'1s 
In the Southern \\'isconsm D1stnct, 
the ~pac10us cine auditorium 111 ~111-
,,aukec was res( ncd for the con­
\ ent1011. 

l'l.innmg for the trienmal con, en­

lions he~an almost t \\ o , cars a !!O, 
\\ hrn the len~thv process of prepar­
mg nt \\ district conslltutlons ,, as 
launched Da1h pra, crs for succcss 
of their com ent1011 \\ere offered hv 
ahout 100 members of the • 100" Club 
m the Io,\a Distnct durino 1976-i,. 

Dom Gangstrad, ne,, Iv elected 
Io,\ a D1Strict president. , meed the 
concern .ind the jO\ cxpcnenc.cd m 
all l ') d1stncts-· \\'c ,rnntetl Jesus 
hfted up and glonflcd at this con­
, ent1on He ,,as' He IJ\es! \\'c arc 
!!fal1 ful!" 

New for 

church 
school 
teachers 

Irene Getz and Paul Pallmeyer staff members of the 
ALC's 01v1sIon for Life and Mission m the Congrega­
tion (DLMC) v. hose respons1b11illes include teacher 
training exam,ne the first issue of Pansh Teacher. 
The eight-page monthly, intended especially for ind -
vidual teachers m the congregation. 1s available 
through 1nd1v1dual and bulk subscriptions A sample 
copy Is included In the Parish Teacher packet (shown 

1n the foreground), which has been ma led free to 
every ALC congregation. The packet, intended for both 
teachers and administrators, also contains 12 other 
items, including the first Parish Teacher Annual The 
theme of this years annual Is • Communicating the 
Gospel." The Parish Teacher publications. which re­
place the ALC ed1t1on of Learning with magazine, are 
produced 1omtly by DLMC and Augsburg Publishing 

House 



Deaths in the ALC 
The Rev. Edward Sovik, 94. m1ss10n­

an: to Chma for 36 ,car,. died A e: 2 in 
l\orthficld, ~linn. A -~raduate of St O1.tf 
Collee:e and United Chur, h Seminar) he 
<erved h1 entire mmi,tn m Chma, rt'· 

tiring in 1950. He t"<lited the Lutheran 
Literature Soot'tv for Chma 8111/ctm 
from 1957 to 197'1. Among his sun i,ors 
are twm sons Ame, an ALC pastor 
<en;ng \\tth the L11theran World Federa­
tion m Gene\'a Switzerland, and Edward 
.\ \\tll-lnow, anJ tcct 

Dr. Arthur C. Paulson, 81, a member 
of the Ene:li<h department f.icult) at St 
Olaf College in :-:orthfield, ~lmn., from 
1926 to 1966, and dC'partmrnt ch,1irman 
from 1949 to 1964, died Aug. Hi. 

The Re,. Bumis \f Rogne <, 64, chap­
lain for Luthcrnn S , ·1.11 Sl'n ICl'S of 
~font.ma, died At .. 2b m B1ll111g, Ile 
"as a brothcr of Dr. .\h in Hogne , 
pre<1dcnt l'ment11, of Luth, r S1 min.tr) 
A ~radu 1t,• of Au~u tana Collt•ge .mcl 
Luther Seminar), he ,crvl'd pan hes m 
B,1t1dt>ttt, Elbow L.1kt•. .mtl K, 11, on, 
\111111 , l'nn~,11IP ,inti Rrdmond, Orc 
C.1~pcr, \\) o., and Glcnd1, t• and Lmd­
,a), \font , ,1ml as a cha pl 1111 m thl' 
l' S Arm, clunng \\'orld \\ ar II 

Dr. Carl R. Reed, 57, .1 member of 
tht .\LC Hoard of Pension until 1976, 
died Aug. 29 m Lanc,1ster, 01110 ,, ht rt• 

hl' \\3S an acthc mtmber of St l'.wl' 
Lutheran Church Hl' ,, as a gradu 1te of 
Capital L'm,er,1t) and 01110 Stall' \le<l1-
cal Colll'gc. 

A retirement community 
where help is as close 

as your fingertips. 

Every apartment at the Good 
Samaritan Village in Denton. Tex­
as has an emergency call button 
for medical help, day or night 
from the Village Health Center. 

It's Just one of the many 
features that enables you to en­
Joy your own apartment, without 
sacrificing security 

The third alternative. 
Remaining in your own home is 

o ne alternative for retirement. 
Moving to an apartment complex 
Is another. Good Samaritan Vil­
lage combines the security of 
readily available medical care 
with the independence of your 
own apartment in a Christian 
atmosphere - a third alternative 
that makes sense. 

Good Samaritan Village tn Den­
ton, Texas offers you a private 
efficiency apartment in a moder­
ate climate Maintenance and all 
uttllttes paid . And there are num­
erous actIvItIes and entertainment 
every day 

A very affordable 
alternative. 

The Denton Good Samaritan 
Village operates on an Endow­
ment Plan. Just about anyone 
now owning a modest home can 
easily afford it 

Write for colorful brochures 
from the 55-year-old Ev. Lutheran 
Good Samaritan Society. Other 
locations: Loveland, Colo.; Moun­
tain H<:>me, Ark.: Daytona Beach, 
Fla.; Sioux Falls. S. D.; Hastings. 
Neb., and many more. f- The Ev. Lutheran 

~ Good Sa~~ Society 
~ 1000 West Avenue, North 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104 

22-The lulheriln S~11dud 

\ l rs. \1iriam Rice 53 ,r 
D Id ' • • V.ue oft], , 
"~mTal H. Riel' of P,ins, Ohio,d:;, 
-- ie, "en• marncd m !CJ.I~ • 
mg ht\ £rad11at1on from L th • F 
I I S u , r,n i, 
ogu.:,1 • <'111mary in Col b • 

1951, ~hcy sened pan h; "m ~ ­
, tile, ~ 'I., \11.1m1, Fla• and p ':· 
am! \I.man, Ohio, bcfr.re ate.,.. 
call to \lilpleton and Pa ~: 
l 96~. ns, vwu, 

The R". .\nders Icemen, 1• 

June 19 111 KI Id ini: D nm ark. 11 
'' a li\111g m retirement .4. era 
Tnmt) Semmaf). he smed 
Curtis ,tnd St.1plehurst, :-;,b 
apoli , Ind , ,1ml Ferndale, Ca!J 
ch.1pla111 of Eben-Ezer Mem I 
Brus Ii, Colo llr ,1ho served· as . 
of the l: ELC' ~ebra ka Dutnct, 
4.3, and Illm01s District, 1948-49 IJ_ 

retiring m 1954 lie sened as ill 

pa tor. 
\Ir~. Gurine H ovland, 88, 11 

thl' He\ Inge! Hovland, died J . 
11.hnneapohs A graduate of the IlPi, 
cuncss Ho p1t,1l School of \ 
\lmneapohs, she was coos ·.:rated 
de.it oness and sen·ed as matron of !+ 
the da Cl11ldrrn's Home 10 \\ 

\hnn., pnor to her mamai:e to 
Hod,rnd m 1912 Thty smt:d pamtf 
m \lapll' na,, \Imo, Hatton and C 
Forks, :-.; D , and Sand Creek, \Ill. 
tor HO\ Jami also taul(ht at Lut~ 
Bible School in Grand forks and 
on the Bo,1rd of Home :\liss1 m llld 
adm101 trall\'e and pastoral positiO 
Bcthc,da Homes and the Ea.:e ' 
congrcgat10n m \linne ota poor to re­

tin ment and as an mtenm pa r c 
that time He died m Hi57 

St. Olaf College 
Study Abroad : 

Christian Rome 
Christian Romt'· Ecumenical .\di 

1s otfered hv !:it. Olaf College as a C 
uIng Education opportunity abroad 
Januar) 5-28, 1978 

Dr Josl'ph Sha,,, professor of , 
\,111 lead the stu<h of earl\ Chr 5ta 
tory in contact \"th ancient mon 
~uch a~ the forum. Colosseum and 

h s ~l Pete 
1heon and churches sue a 
<,1 Paul's and Santa \1.tr1a \\Jgg ore 
tr ps to Assi~, and Florence are also 

duded 
Co~t of the study-travel expenence 

adults Is $ 1300 1nclud,ng rouodtriP 
1 

I l o Rome porlallon (\1inneapo 15 d 
(double occup,mcy), brea~f~II •~e 
other meal da1h, fees an tr~c 
,chcduled event~. and tuit1on Pa 
mav earn St. Olaf credit d 

b complete 
Appl1cat1on must e d 11 To 

October 15 with a llS epo, r'e 
I torma11on, " 

cE:I\.c compete •~ Ol.1f colllr' 
Continuing Education, 5t• 507-663-lCtt 
Northfield, MN 55057, (Ph. 



New book. describes 
ALC mission work 

\\'orltl .\ fis.~ion-AI.C, a I ::!S-page, 

1
Uu1trall ti book des( rihin g work in 
the 16 ALC-rcl.ttcd churches m Asia, 
.\frira. Latin Anwrk,1, ,llld the Pa­
cific islands. has bet 11 published ll\ 
the DJ\lSJOn for \\'oriel \liss1on an~l 
Iottr-Church Cooper,itum. 

It mark\ the first time that infor­
mat10n about the A LC 0\ erseas mis­
S10n imolvenwnt 11.1 been hrought to­
~ther in a smglc \olume. 

One free cop, ha been given to 
e1·cn · ALC congn•g,1tio11. A,lcl1t10nal 
rop1e<; ma, be purchased from Augs­
bur:: Puhlishmg I lou e for $3 {J5 The 
Rei Lc~ter F. Hems is I d1tor of the 
book. 
New to the clergy roster 
O!L " COO, Bo• 54q Lale Andes SD 57Hb 

Eut hlt Andts f ir,t 
ROBERT l CURRY 201 \\ JeHerson Butler PA 

tb001 •11oc St Mul 
CYSTHIA C.A',;7~0\\-\\0LD B son SD 5~620 

co-putor American Ind an Creel 
STEPHE'lo l GA'loZKO\\ \\OLD B so" <;O 5~620 

co pastor Amer can lr,d a" C rct"l 
CARY C HAT( HlR Mentor M-.i S!J7l6 Rodnrs, 

H ntrd,l Map e lale 
OARROL W HEGC..EN 4401 "I \\!,eel g ""' 

Munce IN 4' 104 lut'1 Chu h of the Cron 
0 c~ l HENDRICKSON Ora,e ,.0 58~1& 

Tr n1tv 
'\Ol~IA'\ llll[GARD l!h.ac.a Nl b80H Beth e­

h•m Zion 
GE'-l R PEHRS01' Peever SO 5"'257 Pee,er 
OE,NIS R PROL X 21 IS \\ e,ton St LaC ro"c 

\\I 54601 a \I Our Redeemer 
M CHAEl l SCHE-.DH B , IS \\aubun M:O. 

56589 La l • Grove lr -.11, 
TttOMAS l SCHl'-DlER Butta o SD S7"'=0 

ntrr m Gr~nd River, l11tlr M1uouri L1dner 
CttARlES \\ SP ED El Bo• 226 \, va -.o 58"Q 

Sten, arr ',;orth Pra rie H •rda a.-oc Oal 
V,lle, 

,,,:>RICK W SvTER 5441 \\ Hur n St C.h 
cago IL 60644 iCommu-.111 

CHAR ES R Tl..iRBIN 8424 \\ Centi,r St M 
"••••• \\I 51222 as,oc Mt Carmel 

Pastors' changes of address 
U,VM0"-0 L BAR( LAY. B,.s1e OK to R 3 

•s;,tr 1, 4 54b Chr ,1 
LEE E BOH,HOFI B Pb N gaounderc Came 

roon 
iOLA,O C BRA!'.DT Sherm•" SO to ; alha• ne 

L•hm•nn Schoo, Bo, 81 \\ au Papua l',,e" 

Cunu 
\\")'-[ M BY[ Memmac 10 R J Bo, 448 

Lod \\I 535,S Oelorra 
CARL I CARlSl'I Spolane 10 2% North Shorr 
IH~•d fo, l1land \\A 116131 interim SI Pau 

B MAS C CHRISTE.., EN \\aterloo IA to 
p b, Guoui Bou Ii, l amcroon 

OiAl.'\(EY A C.HRISlOHERSON R 1 Bo, 211 
V•lva '0 58790 

OltlR \ E\ ERSO'lo St1clncy <;O to Bo• 1"'1. 
Ro:"""•< IA 505"7 Lale St Pau 

ERT H HOOi Brazil, tu HK~man -.c 68172 
n.-.. C0"6) 

CE
4
:Al0 E fER'-E Worthington OH 10 RR Bo, 

,. A Ctdarv1llr Ml 49719 
,\ILllAM C fl H I "K All.1n1on NE to R 4 Bo• 41, 
CAL~l~n IA 51517 (secular empl 

TX 7e·c IRISC.H 5<'gu1n to Bo• 4"36 Aull n 
65 ldir of de, lSSI 

C~lE'I CllBERTso-. s; Paul ~I'- to Thorm• 
ro ll 618711 MIDI 

ROBER! " C St A RAHL, Broof.v1llf' 1-. to q4 long 
5'EVEN 1

~"
11" OH -13101 flint English) 

Eighth A GUTZMA"-, £11rndal<', to 301 "' W 
•• ~a11on MS 55944 ant , St John 

KURT C HART\I A'-' l•Vern a 10 R , B 
1n.c-1, Yorkto"n ix , 8164 !ret •d ~; 
,upp t"m~nt • • 

OEN'-15 L HEA'- [Y, Pocahontu MO, 10 Bo, 36 
Royal IL 61871 ISi loh:tJ 

CARRO.l L Hl'-DE RUE Chrlan to 2100 Th rd 
Ave Apt 1304 Seanle \\ A. 98121 t Fullness of 
Cod at Chdan theol emerotu, 

MICHAi l R H0llA1'.D, Bo1•man Ml to 408 
N \\ ,,nth St \~ndan 1',,0 S855; la1\0C' 
f rst 

f ARL O IOH-.SO'- Gothenburg NE to Bo, 71'1 
L•S.IIP CO 80645 (new con ' ' 

"l[AL S JOH,so-.. Mpl, MN 10 ·oo S Mirtha 
St S Ou• C 1Y IA 51106 n10c Mor~ g11de 

LLOYD C i AllE\ IC B ue [Arth to Brooten M-.. 
56116 JTrin,tv \~est lake Johanna) 

GREGORY B ► ARlSGODT CrPat hlls to 421 i,,: 

Second St Ham,lton MT 59840 1Fa1Ih 
JOH" E KELLER 4425 Cau St S•n D ego CA 

92109 prr• Operation Cor> 
J[ROM! F lARSO'lo Princeton to ·,25 Oliver 

A\t, S Mpl1 M ... 55423 UIOC \\oodla t 
PAUL '-1 LARSO'- Oregon \\ I to B P 31 Fort 

Daupt- n Democrat c Republ c of Madaga1ur 
OLAF R llDv\lS Wh tP,.ater to 2505 Raven1-

"'ood Rd Mad 10n \\I 51"11 lSS co~-, 
PAL H LIONBERGER FPO "e" ,ork to Off CP 

of 1hr W ng Chapla n 2nd Marin• A,• \\ ,ng 
FMllA'-l Cherr. Po nl NC. 28533 

lAWRE,C[ J t,srIG St Pa. ~"' lo CHC 
l S'- AO(O\\ '-lC Great lake, ll bOOIIII 

JOH'lo l MAA.• EST AD HIM "-•ed,. Or An 
chorag..- A~ 99504 nat ve mml\tn 

RO A:,,;D D MARTINSO._ Fugo ND to 2352 
S , C• New Bro hlC"' MN 55112 (1taff 
lu"hl'r S,-m 

TIMOTHY M MEC..ORDE._ P alt> e to l, of 
W11 on,,,.. Stour M•nomc e \\I S4"S1 c•m­
pu~ mm 

ARTHl,R \\ MO'-TCOMERY Staten hland 1'.Y to 
4il S f h'i St Mpls M'lo 55415 ,Ia'f OlMC 

lE \ ER" S ,tELSl"- Stoughton to Bo• 2&6 
Orfordv lie \\ I 'i3'i'6 Orlordv le 

~ RO, " lSE" Woode If La e N to 11011 0 d 
Georgetov.n Rd Bf'thesd• MD 20014 Christ 

',;OR\IA.'- f " ROE-. De, Mones IA to P 0 
Bo, 22• ~und a"a Ch1mbu Papua i-.e,. 
C.unea 

ROBERl C OlSE, Jr \\Io,. C 1, -..o to Alm ra 
\\A qq1Q1 Ou• S.v our 

o, H OlSO'- G ,.n, r to 16160 L:pper 
Sccoe,d SI Lakeland MN 5504 1 new cong 

Of',',; \ H ORMSETH \\orce1le• MA O (.hr,s. 

tan '-lIn ,tri, Ce'>ter 1000 State St \\est u 
layette 1-. 4''106 c•mpu1 min Purdue " 

.._ OTT£ 48 Gordon Rd Ourbar, '-atal 
Rrpubl c l South Africa 

JAMES l PEHRSON Alber• lea to R 1 Lanes­
boro M, ,594q P I Mound North Pra r e 

A.IRED [ Pl TZ Mp, to 1'216 A1Iec St '- \\ 
Ano•• MN 5101 

RONALD RA.O[MACHER Great Falls M"' lo 
126 C'.re 1, e-.. Or P I" burgh PA 15216 ,tud, 

PAUL f ROC.E RS \\est Germany to co Ed,..uds 
R 1 B , 48 AbNdeen ,D "401 

C LARE"CE H ROSE San Ang..- o to Bo• "O 
Ba•t e•t T\ 76511 St lot>" 

B L SCHRODER Port and OR to Bo• 21"' 
Bemo~, MN 56601 rct 

LEON E SCH-.lZ Ja\l 10 B , 446 Menno SD 

• 4'i C..ra e uo, D H SMITH Cameroon to • l'i~ N lt• rd 
SI B ,mar<• ',;0 11501 \\ID! 

RIC H'\RO E SOR! -.so, Clayton to R 4 Bo• 
21 • Mondovi \\I 54'5'i Rock Creek 

00"/\LD O SPEARS Ha"' ' "'" to S1'1 TPnlh 
A,., S E O,env1lle I A ~!040 lr1n1h-new 

cong Grace 
RllL I) SPlt ~f RMA'\ long l1land ,y to R 1 

Bo• 1110 Big Shag h • • Rd Gw "" Ml 49841 

dir lSSI 
C.CRAlD M SlAEHll'-G Redl eld SO to 101 \\ 

l\on Minneota M N 56264 Hope 
JOH'- ~ 51M,E fort l ronard \\ood MO to 

Office of thP Chaplain Hq 83d Ord Bn & 
Camp Ho .. ard, APO San funcisco CA 96271 

LA\'\ RE ,cE .... STE['- Seneca IL to Adam• .... o 
58210 Hott Mounta n Sarepta 

(R\\I .._ A SlRl '-G Port Clonton to 1075 M lier 
SI Fremont OH 0421) 

I UC,E ..,c B TJARt,.S Twin f all• ID to R 2 Bo, 
E,Ql S10Y\ Fall, SD 57101 [phphatha chap l 

LLOYD 1 TOBIASSl '- \\ 1nd l•• e \'Vl to 4" S 
l.t'ntury Ave St Paul M' 55119 (,tud, l 

II 

explore the 
social concerns 

of today 
VIEWPOINTS: Christian Per­
spectives on Social Concerns 
s a new resource series for 
studying , d i scussing. and 
dealing with current social 
issues. The first ed1t1on of 
VIEWPOINTS confronts the 
problems and challenges of 
the contemporary family. En­
titled " The Family in Crisis," 
informat ion and articles by 
noted authorities stimulate 
discussion and response to 
this vi tal area of Christian 
li fe 

Future iss ues o f VIEW­
POINTS will deal w ith other 
conce rns suc h as ene rgy, 
aging, economic issues, and 
social values 

15-1856 VIEWPOINTS ; The 
Family in Crisis $1.50 

Available from 

426 S. Filth St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

57 E. Main St. 
Columbus, OH 43215 

124 S. 24th St. 
Omaha, NE 68102 

201 E. 5th St. 
Austin, TX 78701 

3224 Beverly Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90057 

2001 3rd Ave. 
Seattle, WA 98121 

September 20, 19"7- 2) 



For the first ti nIe .. 
an Ecu n1en ical 
Studg Bible 
l\'ith Expanded 
Apocrypha ... 
including fhc Third and 
Fourth Books of rhc 
Maccabees and Psalm 151 
Edued b1 Bnm~ \I. \ let:-.~er 
and Herbert C. \la1 

This stud\ edition ,, 111 meet the 
net'Cl~ of ~tudentc; ol all fanhs in 
,choob. college-,, and -.eminarie., 
and,, ill be md1 pcn-,able to derg:, 
and la~ people,, ho de ire a 
modern tramlat1on combined 
,, ith out'>tandmg ,wd:, help,. 
The,e mdude mtrodul.'.uon,. rage­
tor-page annotations. -,upplemen­
tan amdec;, and the l\;e,, O,tord 
Bible \lap~,, nh inde,. Th,, 
ed11ion mdude-. all book-. no\, m 
u-;e among Prote-,tant. Catholic. 
and Ea,tern Orthodox Churche-.. 
0 910A Cloth, $15.95 

Al,;o A,ailable: 
The Nev, O, ford Annotated Bible 
(The Old and 'e\\ Te-,taments only) 
08900 Cloth, 12 95 

0xFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

200 \ 1ad1 or ·\ Hn 
'-e" \ork. \. \ IOOlb 

24-The luthrr1.n Stilndilrd 

Review 
Preus of :\fissouri (And the Great Lu­
theran Civil War) by James E. Adams, 
Harper ,md Ro,,, 237 pp .. Sl0. 

James Adams, the highly respected 
religion editor of the St Louis Post­
Dispatch, has been a close and astute 
obscn er of the theolog1cal turmoil 
bet\\ ecn comen ath·es and mo<lerates 
that has rent the Lutheran Church­
:\hssouri Synod (LC:\IS since Jacob 
A. 0. Prem beeame its president in 
an election upset in 1969. 

In Preus of Jfissouri, Adams has 
produced a tour de force, combining 
joumahstie skill and objecfo ity with 
theolog1cal insights and admirable 
scholar,hip. It wasn't really a "great" 
ch 11 \\ ar. of course; Preus lost a skir­
mish here and there. but neYer a 
battle. The outcome was a foregone 
conclusion. 

Preus emerges as more politician 
than churchman; more gi,·en to snap 
decisions than reasoned judgments; as 
vindictiYe as he is forgiving; dicta­
torial but Yacillating; as ready to walk 
\\'ith moderates and liberals as con­
sen at1\·es if 1t suits his fanc\', espe­
cially m the field of ecumemcity; and, 
"ithal, charming and gregarious. 
Adams hasn't soh eel the riddle of a 
highly complex man, but he's made a 
good try. 

Adams presents a vivid account of 
the doctrinal strife m :-.1issouri-cen­
tcred on use of the historical-critical 
method of teaching over against bibli­
cal inerrancy. It led to the exodus of 
facult:, and students from Concordia 
Seminary at St. Louis, the establish­
ment of Seminex, and the formation 
of the Association of E, angelical Lu­
theran Churches (AELC). 

It is contrary to the facts, we be­
lieve, for Adams to infer that the 
crisis in the LC~fS was largely a pow­
er struggle between Preus and John 
H. Tietjen. For Preus, yes; for the de­
posed president of Concordia and the 
present head of Semmex, no. Tietjen, 
in our opinion, and " e know him well, 
had no aspirat ions beyond the sem i­
nary, no ambitions as a militant lead­
er, no desire to be a c rusader. 

It is difficult to escape the feeling 
that Tietjen, absorbed in the rightness 
and purity of his cause, was manipu-

%l44. 

lated by politically motivated mo!! 
ates who cherished the un • 
dream of a brilliant coup and ~ 1. 

junta that would replace the -. 
\ ati,e, inflexible regime of~ ~O 
Preus. It didn't happen and the, l 
theran Church-\! issoun S>nod . 
ne, er be the same again 

Erik W. Mod"· 
Modun, unto I his ret1remen1 ,n · :•:; 

news director for the Luthe•a,eo; 
u, -~. 

Lookahead 
A preview of the next issue, inte•· .. 
especiafly to ard discussion groups 

Dennis \\ Brensv,g <a pseudon • 
\\ ho ser\ed a sentence for drunken dr 
.ng, describes the dehumanizing n 
t1on that leave5 him with feelings of 
v.. orthlessne,s and rage. His wne ::Jc:-, 
reflects on a criminal 1ustIce svs1em 
punishes but seems not to re~ab I r.:e 
torg1ve These parallel articles, In de 
and 'Outside," are summed up n 
the Public ~eed Its Pound ot Flesh1 

fm Iting unchurched adults to 
congregation's Christian faith class 
simple, effective way of sha,.ng 
ra,th, ~a) s Larr) Re,elts in "Im te Thf 

In 'Alcohol-Teenagers' Drug 
Choice,' Thomas \\' Klew1n ou• 'ii 
realistic ~teps parents can take to he 
their children understand the prober 
ot alcohol 

Popular mu~Ic reflects the moo<l! 
our national Ide, sa)s Ewald tloe 8 
in Top 40· Clues to Our \a 
\\ood , He \\Onders whether lhe cu 
populant\ of country \\ester~ mus. 
fleets an extreme ind1,1duahsm inat wlli! 
to exclude national and "orld conce 
and commitment>. 

Donn Mele 1 

The American L 1"!•'"11 0: 
o vision tor Lrle end Mtt:' 

in the Congr1, 

Booklet explores issues 
of health, life, death 

• and 
Health care, medical prac~~ 

death are e\plored from a db 

Per~pecti \ e m a booklet prepare 
h• I issues m the task force on et ica . Lo-

i. • f the A mencan human mec 1cme o h . 
• Offi f Researc B:JJ theran Church s ce O OR.I 

Analvsis (ORA). Dr. Carl Reuss. 
• . h fi statementJ director, said t e ve of 1\11' 

the book let are the resultd d bt.t 
1 f tudv an e vcars of tus" orce 5 : nd Dea!' 

.The booklet Health, Life, a . 
• / ' • IS a1 

A Christian Per~pcc rt e: H 
~ble from Augsburg Publishmg ' 
(25¢ each; $2.75 a dozen). 



pa 

Books 
Bumi Offerings by E. T Eberhart Abing­
don. Paperback, $3.95. Biblical passages, 
memorable stones, personal insights, and 
a dash of humor add up to a savory 
batch of 43 slightly burnt offerings for 
fun and spmtual profit 

To Anger with Love by Elizabeth 5J...og­
lund Harper and Row. Hardco,er, 56.95 
Relates how to handle anger in a non­
destructive and at times even pos1t1ve 
wav. 
Reflections: On Life's Most Crucial Ques­
tions by Paul Tourn1er. Harper and Rov,:. 
Hardcover, 56.95 An anthologv oi the 
v.r111ngs of Tourn1er, one of Chr1q1anity's 
warmest, most beloved writers 

The Lutheran Church-Past and Present, 
ed,ted by Vilmos Va1ta Augsburg Paper­
back. $9.50. Eighteen theologians and 
church leaders give a worldwide , 1ew of 
the Lutheran church b, describing the 
past and present s1tuat1on of their own 
church. 

The Living Reminder by Henn J. ,\1 Nou­
wen. Seaburv Hardcover, 55.95. A chal­
lenge to Chmt1ans to become living 
reminders of God. 

Meet Me on the Patio by Karl A. Olsson. 
Augsburg. Paperback, $3 50, cloth, $6 95 
Through these relational Bible studies, 
the message of Scripture become~ per­
sonal, helping us 1dentif\ with actions ot 
b1bl1cal people. 

These books may be ordered from Augs­
burg Publishing House (see page 23 for 
address of neare5t branch) 

Carl F. Weller 
Augsburg Publ1sh1ng House, 

M,nneapohs Minn 

Fall dothing appeal 
set for October 

Lutheran World Relief, the over-
1eas aid and development agency for 
the th ree largest U S. Lutheran 
bodies, has set October as the month 
for its fall clothing appeal. 

A particular need is for children's 
clothing through size 12 and men's 
~lathing and sweaters, the aid agency 
~ advising contributing congrega­
tions. Women's clothing and other 
types of d ress are often unusable 
because of cultural differences, it is 
noted. 

Also underscored is a special need 
f~r blankets and quilts to aid vic­
tims of ear t h q u akes fl oods c ivil 
stnf ' ' e, and other d isasters 

L\ • 
82 5 

"-'R l_ast year shipped more than 
b • million worth of good s don ated 

Y Lutherans throughou t the coun try. 

Classified Rat <& p r I ne <25 m,n,Mum 

DIAMO ND JUBILEE YEAR & HOMECOMING 
C ELEBRATION, Nov 4 5, 6. Pro11ram on re ued 
St. Anthony Park Lutheran Church 2323 (: • 
Ave, St Paul, MN 55103. ' omo 

FOR SALE: Baldwin organ, Model 46 full pedal. 
In good cond., for small church Replaced by 
pipe organ. seoo or bo,t offer. Faith Lutheran 
Church, 2nd St. & 2nd Ave. West Fargo NO 
58078. (701) 282-3309. ' ' 

RESEARCH POSITIONS Opportunities at the 
bach•l~r•s I master's l•vels in market , survey & 
e¥aluahon reseuch. Minimum 2 yrs. experie-nc• 
P(eferred. Degree in businus or behavioral science 
wtlh cou~se work in statistics. Excellent growth 
opportunity in a fraternal Ille & heal th insurance 
organiution located in a family-oriented mid­~~t,.::. ~i;nmunity in ust central Wis. Send 

Employment 
Aid Association for Lut~erans 

Appleton, WI 54919 

HOLY LAND- Petra/Egypt tour, Doc. 5-14. Load­
ers Dr. George F. H all l Rev, Paul E. lungum 
4707 Pratt, Lincolnwood, IL 60646. (312) 67].3378'. 

RETIRED PASTOR needed by small Eng.-speaking 
cong . Beaut. city, cheap living. ideal climate. 
House, utilities paid, St. Mark's Lutheran Apdo 
5-714, Guadalajara, Me, • 

CAMPING IN FLORIDA? Try Woodlands Luther­
an Camp, 30 min. from Disneyworld. All hookups, 
programs, worship services fishing swimming 
riore. For information & rates write ' Woodland; 
Lutheran Camp, R. 2, Bo, 137AA Winter Garden 
FL 32787. ' ' 

VISI_T THE HOLY LANO, Copenhagen, Athens, 
Corinth, Patmos, Ephesus (Turkey), l Petra in 
Jordan, Feb. 27-Mar. 16, '78. Reas. price from 
Chqo . ., Seattle. or LA. For brochure write Rev .. 
K. Frantsen, 3261 Nebr.,ka Ln. Costa Mesa CA 
'2626. ' ' 

MAKE MONEY for your church or org with a 
COOKBOOK or CHURCH HISTORY. Complete 
book printing serv . Write for brod•ure. Nicollet 
Pross, Box 110, Pipestone, MN 56164. 

A gift of home or farm reduces 

your income and estate taxes! 

Through a charitable life estate you retain the use, enjoyment, 

and income of your farm and/or home for life. 

• You deed the property to The American Lutheran Church 

now, but use and enJOY the property as your own. 

• You enjoy a present income tax charitable deduction. 

• Estate taxes, probate costs, and administrative costs are 

reduced. 

• At the end of your life occupancy, the property will be used 
by The American Lutheran Church to assure its Christian wit-

ness in the future. 

For more information, return the coupon below. 

---------------------------
Please send me information on establishing 

a charitable life estate. 

Name 

Address Phone No. 

City State Zip 

THE AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH FOUNDATION 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 422 South Fifth Street Minneapolis, Minnesota 55415 

I 1077 Tele phone : (612) 338-3821 _) 

'----------------------------September 20, 19n -25 



After 114 years 

'Tears, yes, but we 
are not alone' 

In a high!\" mobile age, addresses 
for most -pe~ple change frequently. 
but the headquarter,' address for dea­
cone~ses of the .-\mrrican Lutheran 
Church has remained the same for 
114 ,ears. 

E,~rr since the Re\". Dr. William A. 
Passa\'ant founded a hospital "on the 
hill" in ~lih,aukee in 1S63. and 
plan·d a deaconess from Pittsburgh 
in charge, there ha,e ah,ays been 
Lutheran deaconesses ser\'ing the 
Lord at that address and going out to 
sene m other places. 

Wafer bakery 
To dozens of Lutheran book stores 

and to hundreds of congregations, 
22:2-t \\'. Kilbourn 1\se., \hlwaukee, 
Wis , is the place to purchase Holy 
Communion wafer , for that is where 
the Lutheran Deaconess :\lotherhouse 
wafer baken• is located. 

At no tun'c was the :\lotherhouse a 
large group of women, but of the nine 
deaconess communitie~ in the United 
States in 1947, our'i was among the 
four largest. \\'ithin the next 10 years, 
howe, er, it was evident that deaco11-
ess communities m the United St,llt's Numbers are dwindling for Lutheran Deaconess group in Milwaukee 
and Europe were not gt"O\\ inc:, and 
some smaller ones "ere closing. 

During its historv the Deaconess 
\fothcrhouS<. at \lih,aukee ";tnessed 
the consecration of 9.5 of its mem­
bers, the last one in June 1977. Ser­
, ice in the name of Christ has gir­
dled the globe. Even now sisters are 
sening not only in \lih,aukee, but m 
~ew Gumea, Pennsylvania, Tc,as. 
California, and Iowa. Their total years 
of senice are 2,36t 

Hospital service 
Throughout the years deaconesses 

ha\'e worked in social agencies pro­
,·idmg care for children and sen·ices 
to a grov..-ing number of retired and 
handicapped people. In addition, par­
ishes have been provided \\.ith teach­
ing and evangelism sen-ice by dea­
conesses. 

In hospitals ( not alone in \ 1ilwau­
kee, but also in Pittsburgh, San An­
tonio, Te, , Saginaw, :\1ich, and Puy-
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allup, \\'ash .) deaconcSSl'S have lwld 
pos1llo11s as administr.1tor .rnd heads 
of dcpartmc11ts-ph,1miacy, sthool of 
nursing, nursing sci"\ icr, dietary, lmsi­
ncss office, homekeeping, public re­
l,1t10ns. occupational therapy. At Lu­
theran llmpital, \hlwaukee, the clca­
concsq•s ha\c alwa,-s been the leg,11 
owners of till' hospital. ell'cting the 
hoard of dirl'ctors, ,111d p,1rticipating 
m hospital policies, h111l<li11g progr,1ms, 
and growth. 

The Deaconess Commumt\' also 
~en·es its own members. In ti~e!> of 
illness, <luring vacation, between work 
appointments, the \ 1otherhouse pro­
,·,des "home and family.'' Elderly as 
well as sick deaconesses have been 
lovingly cared for, often O\'er long 
years of retirement 

Today much of this personal service 
is drawing to a close. After years of 
prayer and discussion among the sis­
ters, a cooperative plan has been ar-

rived at to insure care for the 
conc.ss<•s. Luther .\lanor, a r 
ancl nursing home in \hh1aukee 
hec.-oml' lwadcp1arters for the ~ 
c.ss Corporat10n. It is expected 
the communion wafer ha.ken a!SD 

he men ed to Luther \!anor IJ! 
month, three ~btcr~ net'Jin~ c" 

. I t the \lanor t,1n· ,1 ere moH'C O • . 

u,1llv other arrangements i1ill be 
for ~tlwr sister,. 

Tha Comforter 
Art there tears? Yes, there: 

we Jx,heve the promise of Ila H 
-"Eu·n to ,our old age I am '. 

: l ·11 cam· vou to gra \' hairs \\.1 • • 
' . · J 1 11· 15. I\\ 

Jesus sa1cl in ° 10 
• ·II cot!II 

d late· I w1 leave you cso , 

vou." L. ~ • . we n.s'-
Bv such promises t 

• I hall conllnUt thus far. anc we s 
• t tht• future. , h\' them m O . Efnol '' • s,ster ' 



Question box 
William A. Poovey 

Who should receive, who should serve? 
What is the position of the American 
Lutheran Church (ALC) regarding of­
fering communion to non-Lutherans? 
Should 16-year-olds be admitted 
simply because they say they believe? 
Who should administer the sacra­
ments? N.F., Neb. 

Any discussion of Holy Commu­
nion practices must begin by recog­
nizing that all rules are human rules. 
The New Testament gI\ es us no age 
l1m1ts. no requirements that all who 
commune must be coni1rmed, no 
~pecific directives for the church. 
And of course there were no denom­
inations when the church wa, found­
ed. so we are not told whether Lu­
therans can take Holy Communion in 
Presbyterian churches and vice versa 

The church , therefore, mu,t use its 
own judgment in such matter,. We 
need to do that but we also need to 
recognize that human rules can be 
changed for good and suff1c1ent rea­
sons. We must avoid the criticism 
Jesus leveled against the scribes and 
Pharisees who \Vere "teaching a, 
doctrines the precept~ of men" (Matt. 
15-9(. 

In recent years, communion prac­
tices have been modified because of 
the mobility of church people, the 
earlier maturity of children, and a 
better understanding of the teachings 
of other Christians. 

The classic Lutheran position was 
the Galesburg rule with the insis­
tence: ''Lutheran pulpits for Lutheran 
pastors, Lutheran altars for Lutheran 
communicants, others by way of ex­
ception." 

In 1968, the American Lutheran 
Church, in addressing the question of 
whether non-Lutherans would be 
\\elcomed at our communion service, 
said: "No blanket judgment should 
be expressed .... The dec1s1on ,n 
each instance should be arrived at in 

the light of whether the proclama­
tron of the gospel is compromised or 
enhanced " Thrs is the official posi­
tron of the ALC. 

Recently a new statement, issued 
for drscussron and possible adoption 
by the ALC, contains the words: 
"Whenever the sacrament Is cele­
brated rt should be open to all the 
people of God v.ho are present and 
ready for admission." While that is 
not an official statement as yet, it 
probably reflects the pattern in many 
of our congregations. Yet It is simply 
one more human rule 

It \\ ould be nice, perhaps, 1f we 
could look rnto human hearts and 
say ''You are ready to go to com­
munion. You aren't" But we cannot 
do that We must trust people. 

I see no reason for rejecting 16-
vear-old individuals and accepting 
40-year-old, who think theY are ready 
to come to the Lord's table 

The question as to who should 
administer Holv Communion also is 
one that the Bible doesn't settle In 
the past we often have acted as if 
communion had been gi\en to the 
clergv, and parts of the church be­
lieved that ordination gave the clergy 
special power in communion. 

Today the stress is on the belief 
that the sacraments were given to the 
church. So it Is the church that de­
termines who is to administer and 
distribute communion. Normally we 
strll regard this as the task of the 
clergy, but representatives of the con­
gregation also may assi~t .and take 
part in the ceremony. This is a much 
more sensible approach. 

What is the official stand of the ALC 
on applause for a choir anthem or 
other special happening at a regul~r 
worship service? W.R., Calif. 

The church has no official stand in 

this matter. We simply believe that 
all worship should be conducted in 
a decent and orderly manner. 

Customs have vaned and changed 
over the centuries. The church in the 
Orrent, for example, de\eloped the 
custom oi applauding the morning 
sermon. When John Chrysostom de­
lr\ered one of his brilliant orations, 
he v, as greeted v.. ith waves of ap­
plause. The Western churches have 
always been more sedate and solemn 
in their v.. orsh,p, and Lutherans fol­
lowed the Western practice after the 
Reformation. 

We are probably too quiet in our 
worship . Notrce that one of the 
psalmists writes: " Clap your hands, 
all people. Shout to God with loud 
songs of Joy" (Psalm 47:1). That 
doesn't describe many of our wor­
ship services. 

I don't think, however, that we 
should get rn the habit of applauding 
the choir or any other group regularly 
at the morning worship. It tends to 
make our worship an exhib1t1on, not 
a response to God. 

What happens when the choir 
members struggle but don't produce 
an anthem that rouses our apprecia­
tion? Do we crush them by sitting 
on our hands? 

Yet everyone lrkes a little extra for 
a special effort. I personally would 
see no reason to refuse to show that 
appreciation in the traditional way­
bv applause. Others might disagree 
It is a matter of taste, not of church 
rules, and as the saying goes, "There's 
no accounting for tastes." • 

Dr. Poovey is 
professor emeri tus 
at Wartburg Seminary 
in Dubuque, Iowa . 

September 20, 19n-27 
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From the president 

'We are on a responsible track' 
The deu,inn to pu,tpont' the 

197~ Assemhh nf Cnn~eg,1tiom ,,,1, 

,1 difficult 011t•. ~l.ul\ of 11, h,1d looked 
fon, .nd to the ,1,,l mhh ,, ith gre,ll 
entlm,1,1,111. The pro,pect ol n prl ,en­
t,1tiw, of the \\ hole Aim ncan 
L11tlwran Church 1.-\LC f.lmilv of 
co11grt•g,1tion, gatltt nng i11 one pl<1C( 
to ,,nr,l11p Cod, to ,tml\' tht 

Stnpture,, to pra: to';.!t thf'r, to 
P\t h,m~e iclt•a, , to d1,c11,s tlH' 
t h11rch\ mi.,.,ion. to ,en e .1, the 
:\LC\ come11tio11 in ,ettmg tlw 
lnHlgl't ,me! holding l'lection, ,1ucl to 
m,tkP recomme11d,1tiom rt•g.1rcli11!.!, this 
d111rch\ f11t11re ,, .1, c·\c1t111g m1leecl. 

The iclc.1 (If ,11th ,Ill ,t"emhh gre,, 
ont of .1 rt·to1111lll 1l(L1ti011 ol .1 1011';,!­
rangp ,tmh rn1111nittee ,1ppointccl h: 
ALC Pre,1de11t FrPdnk Schiot7 in 
]()66. The comm1tll'P ,, a~ formed to 
m,1kt' ,11gg1 ,t1011s for t hang,• in the 
. .\LC ,tmttme,. It ,aHl . .\LC 
1011!.!,ngat1011, ,honld h,l\l' the 
opport11mt\' for ,lll As,emhh· of 
Cm1L,rre';,!,llio11, ome e,erv 10 n .ir,. 

In 197:2 ALC l're,1dent Kent 
Krlllhon 111d11dPrl tliP po.,.,,h,ht\' of ,lll 
a,,t'mhh P,H h cl, c,1c!P III tlw 
n·~tmct11ring pl.111' lw pn·,c ntt>cl to 
thl' chnrth cor1,,•11t1011. 

Church Council action 
Tl Al.(' Church Counul ,oted in 

] 1)75 to t,tll for Slit h an ,1ssemhlv m 
l 97~. :-.;m\. t,\ o vear, latn. the • 
c01mcil has acted to pmtporl(' the 
a,semhly and it .1S\1g11Pcl to an 
as-.emhly ta,k forte the n·,pomihility 
of bringing n•<·otnmC'11d,1tio11s 
n•garcling ,111 a~,1·mhh to tlw (·01111cil\ 
l 97S St'ssion. 

The ,1t·tio11 \\ .1s t,,k<·n after cli,trict 
com·<·ntions earlin th1' \l',tr r ,1isPcl 
sigmfic,mt questions .1h;mt the 
wisdom of pro< cccling with ,lll 
aswmhly ,it this tim<'. 

The difficulties began to appear 
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,, hen tlu q11e,t1011 of tr,l\cl 1•qu,il1-
zc1t1011 ,,a, rai,ed . ALC Ccntr.1' 
Com t 11t1011 dt•k g.rt, s h ,l\, ah, ,I\~ 

h.1d their con, <'nt1011 t xp, 11,1 s p,iicl 
from ,1 11at1011,1l f1111cl E.ich ,c.1r .1 
,um of lllO"lC\ ,, li11clgc t, cl for 

com entmn 1 \J)t 11sPs. In this \\ a, 
clelegatl's l,HI lw t lrustn lro•11 anv 
congrt g.111011 ,, 1thout Tt'!,!,IT!l to the 
1•to1101111t st 1t11, of tire dPlt'g.ttes or 
tire to11grt!,!at1on, from" Inch the, 
!Oll1l . 

It 1s possrhle to do l h,tt ,\it h ,l 
comentmn of 1000 d,•Jpg,1tt s . It rs 

1111po"1hlt to clo ,o \\ ht II clelt gate, 
to tlw ,1ssl111hh \\ould 1111111lnr .ihout 
12,000. 

Travel equalization plan 
l l1 11cc. tlw Church Co1111c1I asked 

th<' \LC Board of Tm,tl'es to presrnt 
.1 tr.1,tl t'jll ,1lrz1t1011 pl,m that \\<mid 
J'l 1ke tht' costs of tlw .1,su11hh ,·q11.1l 
for .ill congri g.1tJ011s. 

The l.ure,t plan n ,ull,·cl in Pach 
tongn g,1l101, J,. 111';,! .iskt cl to 
c,mtnbutc i"i < • 11h pt r t 011firmccl 
TTll'lll ht•r to .1 tr,I\ l'I .,, p1.tli,ratio11 f1111<l 
. .\ um';,!reg,1tro11 111 ,111111tapohs, ,, herl' 
tlw .i,,Pml>lv ,,.,, to lr,I\C lu-1·11 held, 
,,011ld p,1\ jmt tht ,.tmP as .1 

t 011gn•';,!.1IJ011 111 S,111 Dre';,!o, 
\,,,m•111·,s nf this si1.1blc (ml for 
tr.1\t•I .tl,nit• tng!.!,t'r('(l ,1 stru11g 
r!',ll.'lion in sonw .1n•,1, of tlw t l111rch 

Tlw So11thP,l\t1 rn \l111msot,1 
Distrit t tom1•11lio11 ,,.1, tlw fir~t to 
cpwstro11 thi> ,rs,,•mhlv Dl'lt>g.1te, 
Yot!'d hv ,1 , t n· l,1rg1• 111,1rgi11 to ,1,k 

tlw Chnrt h C.01111t·1] to n•c-011\lclt•r 
holcl111g tlw .1,,1·111hh- .incl ,Hh is(.'cl 
thr eo1111dl th.it tlw So11the.1st1•rn 
\ l i1111esot,1 ckl1•';,!atps \H'fl' opposed 
to holding tlw ,1"c•mhh-. 

The other cli~trict conn•ntions 
Wt'rt' thrn ,1sk1·cl to tal-r ,111 ad\'Jsorv 
,·ote. The E,rstt•rn '\ orth D,tkota , 

District h,1d alreacly nwt. hut all 

otht'r ch,triets took such a I In 
four of th, 17 cl1'tntts ~. Jt 

\ I lllllPsot I So11th Dakot~ S 
\\' 1,1 011,111 111.J \lichigan thr 
m.rjorrt,· ach iwcl ,1gai11st the assf'!: 
The o\ n.11l \ ott in all d1,tricl! 
indic.ttt>d th.rt slrghtl\' over 60'! , 
cl1,tntt dd<'g,1t,·, ,,r~e in fa1 • 
holdin';,! tlw ,IS\<'mhl~. 

St, t r.rl n-.1,011, IH re giwn fill 
oppo,111g ,111 ,1S\c111hh at thJS ti 
The ,1,,Pmh]~, pr10ntv 11as not 

gn•,1t 1 11011gh to jmtifv the COil 
monc·,·. tim1•. and t·ntrg>.. The 
c o,t tn c1 ernr grrgation ,1 ould bea 
cl1st111( t h,1rd,hip on 111.m1, espec::.­
\\ lwn tht•n· \\,l\ insuffirimt le 
to huclgl'l for it in mnrt' thar. 
,·<•.tr. Th{'n· ,, a, ,1 \\ ,despread 

11nder,t,111di11g of the purpose 
,l\\Pmhh ,rnd ,1 gcnrral lack of 

nt rlt'ment reg,1rdi11g it. Thm 
,onw qu1•stion, ,I\ to ,1lwtlur 81! 

,tsst rnhh ,, 1l1llcl nm counter I a 
,111d prncl .. nt 1•m·rg1 polit·1· 

ThP .\LC Church CounMI 11 • 

t I It' pro, ,rnd tons of procerdin~ 

11 11• ,1"1•111hl\' in J97S ,rnd ronc1ud 

,1 po,tpo11t·m1·11t ,, .1, m order 

No overwhelming response 
Tlll're \\,l\ ,l\,·,m·nt:ss th I F 

p,1tin11 l>v thl' owrn hrlmin~ m;; 

of (Oll<Tfl'".llion, \\,IS neCt'\\Jf\ u 
~ ~ he a 

cli•lc•<Tat£' ,l-'l'mhlv ,,a\ to 
~ 60'1 ra,or. 

,uct·t•"· llt•nct•. ('\'l'll a 
. d a\ the sot: 111,1jont,· ,,,1s not ne,ie • 

of "m Pl"\\ hl'lrning" con,rn,ns 
, ess that Th<'fl' ,, ,1s a,, aren · 
• 1 hene1 

(·011L,rreg,1ti,m, rrng it u,e 
hlv r,""nses. mom·y to pay ,1,,c•m r- Id 

th.it till' national budget ,,ouh on 
f oncontn u • 

to c·omprn\,ttl' or 11 P 
• I t ·\ alrNd\' ap 

congrt'g,rtwns. 1 ' ' 1 " 
I trcrne 1 " · th.it l <Ji'S ,, ill w •10 e, fi 
cl . further n 

hudgl't vt'ar. an ,111\ 
• Id ] • rt'sult in 3 

l)Tohll'm cou on \ . ~ 
· 1 d ALC mrs-ron 

sc,ncly curt,u e 



aasz 

The suggestion was made that the 

rnblv I~ held, hut with no a1,e 
equaliz;tion. This would h~ e,pecially 
unfair for those congn•gations at the 
farthest distance from the assembly 

11
te Congregations unable to afford a 

delegate ,rnuld be left without 
representation in setting the ALC_ . 
hudget, electmg offic:Ns, and adv1smg 
the Church Council n•g,uding ALC 

pnorittes. 
The assemblv task foru· \\ ill he 

ahlr to revil'\\ :111 possible assembly 
option,, and then make recommen­
dations to the 19,S Church Council. 
The Church Council in turn c:an make 
recommendations to the 19,S ALC 
Gener,11 Conwntion. 

The task forcf' ,, ill consider, for 
•nstante, whether the assernhh· 

-
"I have a handtul of dollar bills 

~ere" said Pastor Daniel '-1ohr, dur­
ing the children's ,ermon at EX1ra 
Lutheran Church in Exira, lmva 

You may each ha\e one, and \OU 

ma~ do whate\er vou like \',,'1th them, 
but t\\O weeks from now I "' ant you 
lo tell me what you did "' ith them." 

The children chattered excitedly 
as they left the church. "Two weeks. 
We ha,e two \\eek, to decide," one 
bov said 

'Tm going to buy a toy tor my 
little brother," one of the girls in-
11,ted. 

I'm going to put mine in mv pig­
gy bank," her triend said. 

' I think the pastor would like it 
if we put them in our mission offer­
ing envelopes," said another 

"Pastor said we could do an~ thing 
with them we liked," replied one of 
the boy\ " and I'm going to use mine 
to buy a model plane kit." 

Two weeks went by and 1t was 
time to report how the money was 
used. 

should replace the regular convention, 
be entirely spparate, or simply 
overlap a part of the regular 1000-
membcr hiennial convention. Its 
members will consider whether there 
should be no travel equalization, 
partial equalization, or total 
equalization. They will comider 
opinions and suggestions from ALC 
members and groups, so that 
whatever results \\ ill follow wide 
discussion thro11gho11t the church. 

Send your suggestions 
You are mnted to send your 

opmions and suggestions to The ALC 
A~scmf1ly Ta.sk Force. 422 S. Fifth 
St., \linneapolis, :\ !inn. 55415. 

It is always diffirnlt to change 
pl,ms. There' is, however, no 

fun at home 

,\lier all the children had iin1shed 
their reports , ,\1ohr took an en"elope 
trom his pocket, unfolded the letter 
inside, and said: 

"T\',O ,.,eeks ago \\e had a , is1tor 
at our Sunday morning worship ser­
\ 1ce Her name 1s Nancv Bos and she 

After the story 
Your fam ily can use this 

true story for discussion. Pre­
tend that you heard Pastor 
Mohr's sermon that Sunday. 
Decide what you would have 
done with the dollar bill he 

gave you. 
Now ask someone to read 

the parable of the talents in 
Matthew 25:14-30. Which of 
the three servants reminds 
you of Nancy? Do you think 
Jesus would say, "Well done, 
good and faithful servant," to 
Nancy? would he say it to 

you? 

compelling reason why 1978 should 
be the year for the first ALC 
assembiy. In the face of s1g111ficant 
doubts about the wisdom of a 1978 
assembly, the Church Council took a 
responsible action in postponing the 
assembly. 

I continue to look forward to an 
ALC Assembly of Congregations with 
great enthusiasm. :\ly present 
thinking, however, is that it should 
he separate from, even if held in 
conjunc.tion with. the rPgular 1000-
memher delegate com·ention. In any 
e,ent, we are on a responsible track, 
and I am confident God will guide 
m in th1, matter also. 

-
lt,es 1n Sioux Falls, S.D. This 1s what 
she wrote 

Dear Pastor ,",,1ohr. 

I am Harold and Esther Stadsvold's 
granddaughter I am eight \ ears old. 
I visited rour church on March 13. 

You ga, e me one dollar to use I 
bought three and two-thirds pounds 
of cand\ orange slices and divided 
them into eight bags I sold each 
bag for 25c, g1l'ing me a total of $2. 
/ am sending the $2 bad. to vou I 
,.,, ould like 1t to go to the World 

Hunger Appeal Yours truly, 
Nancy Bos 

"I am going to send the $2 to the 
treasurer of the American Lutheran 
Church and ask him to put it in the 
World Hunger Fund," said Mohr. 

" Today I was going to preach a 
sermon on stewardship, but nothing 
I sav would add anything to what 
you've just heard, in Nancy's l etter."■ 

The text of the letter and information 
from which this story was created were 
provided by Pastor Mohr. 

September 20, 1, n -29 



Nothing to lose ... or gain 
Social action, a popular theme in the 

1960s, is no longer a prominent concern of many. We 
seem to have succumbed again to that ancient yet per­
sistent heresy that asserts the church should only be 
interested in spiritual matters. 

The message of Scripture is clear, however. God is 
just as interested in social concerns as he is in spi ritual 

matters. He is just as concerned about 
a human being's living conditions as he 
is with the welfare of an individual's 
soul. 

This year's emphasis on Evangelical 
Outreach clearly points to both aspects 
of witness-word and deed. We need 
to care about what we say as well as 
what we do. 

But something disturbs me about much of the talk of 
social action. The presupposition seems to be that so­
cial action is genuine only when an established majority 
gives to a needy minority. Many assume that only white, 
middle-class, status-quo society is called upon to be 
the benefactor of all humanity. 

It might surprise some people to learn that the " good 
Samaritan" in our Lord's parable (Luke 10:25-37) was 
not a member of the wealthy majority. In fact, he was 
part of one of Israel's most despised ethnic minorities. 
Because of this fact, I suspect his action was free of 
all those "patronizing" tendencies that develop when­
ever majorities give aid to minorities. 

The action of the "good Samaritan" was totally free. 
He had nothing to lose and nothing to gain. He was un­
der no compulsion whatever. He gave of his own re­
sources because the man who had been robbed and 
beaten needed help. 

If Jesus told this parable today in one of our 
churches, he might choose a native American Indian 
to play the central role of a Samaritan. He might do so 
to make the point that our social concern and outreach 
must not be limited by race, economic status, or politi­
cal ''clout." The only limits to real social action are the 
wide boundaries of compassion. 

Spencer Brien 
pastor of St. Paul American Lutheran Church 

Bowdle, S.O . 
.._The llltheran ~rd 

It's good news 

When love 
is absent 
by Lester V. Meyer 

Amos does not m 
mark. Through the F rst l 
Pentecost 18 and 19 tl-ie p 
declc1rat1ons hurtle tO\Hrd us 
the centuries-and str ke us 
torce If the~ do not pierce us 
heart "e are thick-skinned 
and 1mpen 1ou~ to the \Vord c 

This \\ ord ot God \HS ipoi 

Amos in circumstances not so 
ent in some \\J\S trom our 
the mid-eighth centur\ BC he 
dam of Israel \\as enJO\ "8 
and prnspentv. 

The reople of God had ar." 

portunrtv to reflect on the b 
the} had rece1, ed from h 5 ~ • 
had made them his ov.n He 
redeemed them from boncld£• 
presen ed them from d2ager tie 

good land brought them into d 

surrounded them \\ ith ,1~ boun 
Although ,, e are ~eparated 

those Israelites b\ 28 centu 
, can 1de~t these resrects '' l' 

them qui te closelv 
h cond Su rely, under sue 

L son tut• fer r: 
Based on the First es Amo• 9 ,1,; 

Pentecost 18 (Oct.;,'• Amos 61-7. 
Pentecost 19 (Oct. ' ___.., 



pa 

God's people have every reason to 
be grateful. And God has shown his 
people, then and now, how to ex­
press gratitude for all he has done 
for them. 

After he had delivered his people 
Israel, he gave them the Law. At the 
heart of that Law (as Jesus pointed 
out centuries later) Is love " You shall 
Ole the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul , and 
with all vour might," \\e read in 
Deuteronomv 6 5, and, in Lev1t1cus 
19 18, "You shall love vour neighbor 
as \Ourself" Not onl'r did Jesus quote 
these words \v1th appro\al , he Is said 
to ha\e repeated them as hi~ own· 
' This Is mv commandment, that \,OU 

love one another as I ha\ e Im ed 
\Ou" (John 15:12). 

Concern for helpless 
The law of IO\e has many applica­

tions, of course, and not all of them 
can be put into rules and regulations 
But at the \ery minimum It must re­
quire concern for the helpless. One 
way God's people show their grati­
tude is by caring for those \\ ho are 
unable to care for themsel\es. 

What a shock it is, then, to turn 
to the message of Amos! The prophet 
~omes to God's people, so abundant­
Y blessed, with so much reason to 
show their gratitude by their love­
and what does he find? He finds the 
weak being exploited by the strong. 
He finds the rich getting richer and 
the poor getting poorer, though there 
is plenty for everyone to have 
enough. And in the face of such in­
gratitude, the Word of God breaks 
forth from his lips. 

In Amos 8.4-7 (the First Lesson for 
Penteco~t 18J, Amos proclaims Gods 
Word to one group that demon­
strates absence of love bv oppress­
ing the helpless-the merchants. Bv 
the \\ av in which they do business, 
the, ' trample upon the needy, and 
bring the poor ot the land to an end" 
\ . 4l. Thev give scant measure for 
inilated prices. Thev sell shoddv mer­
chandise. And they are so greedr 
that they resent having to keep their 
shops closed on the Sabbath and 
other hol) d,ns (w. 5-6 Such 1n­
grat1tude to God, such lovelessness 
for other~. can onlv lead to judg­
ment. To the merchants, Amos savs, 
•·The Lord has S\\ orn by the pride of 
lacob . ·Surely I will ne\er forget an'y 
ot their deeds'" (v. 7). 

Amos 6:1-7 (the First Lesson for 
Pentecost 19) is directed against all 
who live in security and luxurv. un­
d1stu rbed by the exploitation on 
which their way of life is based. The 
prophet describes their complacency 
(vv. 1-3l. He speaks sarcastically of 
their self-indulgence· fine furniture, 
gourmet foods, pleasant music, ex­
cessive drink, and the like (vv. 4-6). 
But what awaits them-though they 
do not see It coming-is destruction. 
Just as they are now foremost among 
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the cItIzens ot Israel, they will be 
ioremost among the refugees when 
the end comes (\. 7). 

What are \\ e to make of such a 
harsh Word of God? \\'e can ignore 
It, of course- but that Is a dangerous 
thing to do with God's Word. Or we 
can denv that It applies to us and 
claim that \\ e ha\ e IO\ ingly provided 
for all the poor and helpless in our 
societ,-but that Is blindness and 
selt-decept1on 

Another way 
There 1, 1nother \\a\ , the v, ay of 

repentance and amendment of life. 
The same prophet sa\ s in another 
passa!?e IAmos 5:H-15) • 'Seek good, 
and not e\ ii, that \ ou mav live , and 
so the Lord, the God of hosts. ,, di be 
\\ith ,ou, as ,ou h,l\e said . Hate evil, 
and IO\ e good, and establi~h justice 
in the gate; 11 ma, be that the lord, 
the God oi hosts, \\ di be gracious to 
the remnant of Joseph." • 

Dr Meyer is associate 
professor of re/1aion at 
Concordia College 
in Moorhead, Minn. 
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PRDCLAIIJD10N 
For 75 years our Lord has blessed 

Aid Association for Lutherans. 
Since the time our Association was 

chartered on November 24, 1902, we 
have grown from 607 members to more 
than 1,150,000. 

It is a happy coincidence that in 
1977 the 75th Anniversary of our found­
ing falls on our nation's Thanksgiving Day. 

The Holy Scriptures continually re­
mind us as children of the Heavenly 
Father to honor Him with expressions of 
thanksgiving and to share His blessings 
with others. 

Therefore, as President of Aid As­
sociation for Lutherans, I proclaim the 
months of September, October and 
November, 1977, as special months of 
thanksgiving and call upon all our 
members in our to~al branches to 

'--Gkbude ailh firmf:iyin/1y 
our 75th Anniversary and to expres~ tr er thanks 

to Him who has established and blessed 
the work of our hands. the plans of our heads 

and the desires of our hearts 

Aid Association for Lutherans 
Appleton,Wisconsin Fraternalife Insurance 

"". 


