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Locate and link

FOR STUDENT MINISTRY IN LA.

LAMP" F

Ministry to students has never
heen easy for the church. One pattern emerged
when members started their own colleges, be-
Harvard University and continuing
California Lu-

ginning with
fo our own most recent creation,
theran College.

Ministry on the public campus has remained a
despairing challenge, however, ever since the
Middle Ages. But during the past year and a half,

by George

The ‘-os An
s 0ne on

,»iu

-'!-

250 Lutheran congregations in the greater Los
Angeles area have developed a radically different
ministry to college students—another form of
their Evangelical Outreach.

Until April 1975, a full-time campus pastor

was located at each of four of the best-known

campuses. A handful of “contact pastors,” serving
congregations adjacent to certain other colleges,
were available for distressed students—if the stu-
dents knew about them.

Now these congregations—with the help of the
American Lutheran Church (ALC) Division for

geles campus of the University of Southern Cahforma
which congregations are ministering through LAMP.

-
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A

that almost defies comprehension

College and University Services and Division for
Service and Mission in America, plus the National
Lutheran Campus Ministry—have formed “a unified
strategy . .. [for post-secondary educational] mission
in metropolitan Los Angeles,” as their statement of
goals puts it.

They are faced with the responsibility for min-
istry to as many college students as the total popu-
lation of Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minn. These
students are located in the 87 cities of the Los An-
geles area and study at 50 public and 15 independent
institutions of higher learning.

Serving many students

To serve this large number of students, the con-
gregations have created the Los Angeles Metropoli-
tan Project (LAMP) under the direction of an ALC
pastor, the Rev. William Jefls.

An “Angeleno” and former campus pastor at Cen-
tral Washington College, Jeffs recognized that his
first task was to reshape the traditional conceptions
of student ministry. Goals had to include two prior-

CNANGELICN!
OUTREACH
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The life-style of a commuter involves
a sfeel cocoon fwice a day for a fre

ities: (1) develop programs which would inereg
coverage of the schools, and (2) develop a resour
bank of persons who wanted to engage in studegt §
ministry—voluntary or paid, professional or lay. §

Out of the LAMP effort—directed by an inter
svnodical board—four levels of missions to higher
education have emerged.

First, student work is shared ecumenically in the §
numerous community colleges (grades 13-14) through
“stipend students” who make contacts on the cam-
puses where they study. This is essentially a work
study program whose effectiveness must be mex
sured in terms of the huge target audience.

Orange Coast College, for example, is the largest
community college in the United States. It has 3700
enrollees. In the same county, only 20 miles away
Fullerton, is the oldest community college in the
country, Its enrollment is 30,000. Such a bulging
student population is the norm—not the exception-
in southern California.

The second level implemented by LAMP involves
the training of interested laity whose membership i
in congregations near a campus.

The third level is the supervision and strengther
ing of the full-time campus pastors.

The fourth level is the most exciting and i
vative. Pastor Jeffs brings together agencies and 2
network of people who discuss needs, and then for
consortia to deal with them through special project:

Specific ministries

Most recent, for example, is the “East Los Angeles
Hispanic Concerns Project.” Forty-five persons havf
been enrolled in this project. It provides ministry
the dominantly Hispanic students in east Los Ange]ﬁ
County. The project employs a UCLA politica]l i
ence graduate, Eugene Hernandez, whose trainitg
equips him to enter the community itself in ordet "
call out unknown governmental “and pglitical if
sources available to assist minority students. :

Another concern around which LAMP has e
a4 consortium is “Hill House” in Pasadena, a halfw?!
house for students who are finding their way out 0



the drug culture. Its principdl agency support comes
from Lutheran Social Services.

LAMP recently organized a “commuter life-stvle
wnference” because the great majority of California’s
higher-education students are commuters. In fact,
imost the entire working population commutes.

Commuter life-style

By definition of its total membership needs, there-
fore, the congregation must be concerned about this
life-style. That style puts a person inside a steel
weoon twice a day for a freeway trip that almost
defies comprehension. One student at the conference
reported that she travels 150 miles a dav to her class
and back. ]

Southern California may be the only place on
eath where a person can step into a vehicle, roar
dcross the city on a concrete track at 70 miles an
hPur, and at the end of the hour still be in the same
ty," notes the Rev. Raymond Vance of the Lutheran
Church of the Master in La Habra.

Most of the institutions of higher education have
been structured for residential students, however. As
'&resu[t, commuter students face discrimination. A
ader at the conference, Prof. Mark Hardwick of
&e _U"i\’ersit_\_/ of Maryland, observed that at his own
E?:‘dtuﬁfon residential students account for only one-
e sh?d the emto]hnent. Yet they get $48,000 from
Sl r—et‘n.t‘ afifalrs'budgt‘t, while the commuter stu-
ey C:‘l\ft’ ).ut $2000. LAMP may well be the first
o group in lthc- coun'tr)' to have addressed the

ems of the life-style imposed on the commuter.
wif,t:;::]e Conf?rencc* shared its findings, the r(‘sul'ts
g on to its plannin g board. The planners will

William Jeffs,
LAMP’s director,
sought people who
wanted to share

in student ministry.
Fran Burnford was
. onc.

bring together support groups composed of people
whom Jeffs humorously characterizes as having a
“Mafia connection.” That is, they know people who
know people who can get something done in our
bureaucratized social order.

They are people like Fran Burnford, for instance.
As worldwide consultant for human-care delivery
services for the secretary of the army, Burnford is
able to call upon the resources available through the
University of Southern California where she is di-
rector of the Human Services and Design Center, in
charge of relating community needs and the univer-
sity.

Her previous contribution to the ALC was to play
two hvinns in the primary department of the Santa
Monica congregation where she holds membership.
LAMP’s discovery of her possible contributions to
the mission of the ALC in a metropolis is a striking
instance of its goal of developing “a resource bank
of persons who wish to engage in ministry.”

An enabling process

LAMP, savs Jeffs, “is an enabling process, not a
doing agency.” Its purpose “can best be described as
locating and linking"—locating persons with a com-
mon concern and specific talents to bring to bear on
the concern, plus a linking which pools their contri-
butions.

LAMP is to self-destruct in July. Its experimental
gains should not be lost to the church. Its operational
style can be replicated in many parts of the church
where lay persons with vast and untapped abilities
wait only for some creative leader who will “locate
and link” them around recognized targets for mission.
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by Alvin N. Rogness

It was all wrong

how he captures us by love, not by power.

Common sense tells us we would have done a better job planning Jesus’ visit
to our world. But in the season of Lent, we reflect on his path and discover again

| By every standard on earth and by
all the rules of common sense, what happened to
Jesus was all wrong. It started wrong at his birth,
and it kept on being wrong through the crucifixion.
Even after he was raised from the dead, there was
no big party for him. And he slipped back to heaven
on an unannounced flight, with no trumpets blowing.
We certainly would have done a better job in
planning his visit to our planet. We would not have
chosen a stable in a small village, Bethlehem, least
of the cities of Judah, was certainly no place to
welcome the King of kings. Of the town where
Jesus lived quietly for 30 vears, Nathaniel said,
perhaps with a sneer, “Can anything good come out
of Nazareth?” And the little country itself had been
dwarfed by the impressive empires that surrounded
it or trampled upon it—Assyria, Babylonia, Greece,
Rome. Why, of all places, choose I.sr'.;v]'."
But it was God himself who h
the God who reminds us,
thoughts, nor are vour w

ad written the score,
"My thoughts are not vour
ays my ways,”

An extraordinary plot

There were a few who paused in wonder, aware
that something extraordinar}' was afoot, The angelic
hosts knew, And the shepherds could not forget the
strange glory of that night. Even Herod, after the
Wise Men's curious errand, felt it in his bones. And
of course Mary, ever since the angel had come to
her with the announcement, “. . you will bear a
son, and you shall cal] his name JGS{.IS ... of his king-
dom there shall be ng end.” But watching him dje
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on a cross she must have wondered if the angels
appearance 33 vears earlier had been but a dream.

Jesus himselt didn’t help matters. He immobilized
the legions of angels at his command and wandered
about as a mendicant preacher, at best (in the e)'gs
of the world) a good storyteller and curious mag-
cian. Crowds followed him, to be sure, but crowds
are fickle and hardly an entourage for a king. After
the abortive enthusiasm of Palm Sunday, their vage
hopes that he might still pull off a coup, throw of
his disguise, blaze forth with messianic power, and
scatter the Roman soldiers to the four winds—these
hopes were utterly gone with his feeble crv on the
cross, “It is finished.” The farce was over.

Strange visit i

Pentecost came, and the epilog of the Kings
strange visit to the earth began to unfold. The few
followers, now convinced by the Spirit tha,t th?
cryptic claims of their leader were the revelation 0
God, began to fan out into the Mediterranean world
Before the century was over, the movement was rol}
ing to carry the message of the King to the utter ool
parts of the world,

This chorography of God as the suffering Ser_"ant'
so utterly wrong by human standards for hononﬂgd%
king, in retrospect has been the key for understan
ing the ways of God with man. ’

For God’s conguest of man was to be by love,
not by power.

-one who
He needed no new display of power. Anyon¢

: iy : s
believed in God at all could see his power, 1B







sun and moon and stars, and today in the galaxies
and the atom. But for him to tell us of his love de-
manded a disclosure so different that man would ever
after rub his incredulous eyes and cry, “Can it be
true that God is like that?”

Israel had been forewamed. In Isaiah’s great de-
scription of the coming Messiah, they should have
known that he would be “.. . despised and rejected of
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief

. wounded for our transgressions . . . numbered
with the transgressors...by oppression and judg-
ment he was taken away....” But they had forgot-
ten. They looked for a conqueror.

And conqueror he has been!

But he has conquered by becoming one of us, by
emptying himself and becoming a servant of all,
going to his death in some strange wayv as “an offer-
ing for sin.”

Life-and-death struggle

Behind the scenes there was an unseen. gigantic
display of power. The Son of God had come to
engage in a life-and-death struggle with Satan for
the souls of men. The destiny of man was in the
balance. The war raged to its climactic end on the
cross when, as victor, Jesus announced, “It is fin-

ished.”

The world could not see this battle. We see him
a5 a man, a commoner, a plain human being, And
this was no mask, no camouflage. He entered deeply
fully, into the stuff of our human existence, He \m;
incarnate. He became flesh and dwelt among us.

When John adds that he was full of grace :
truth and that “. ., we beheld his glory g%;rfeaj notz
the only Son from the Father, = )
the unbelievable spectacle of |
been given to the world.

he was expressing
ove which now had

It has never been easy for us to keep Christ in
focus as the weak one, the oppressed one, the suffer-
ing one. It seems more correct to see him in his
triumphalism—his resurrection, his ascension his
reign at the right hand of God, and his retu]m i
glory to judge both the quick and the dead. We pllJ[:

his humanity behind us and el te him “hi
lifted up,” as indeed L i evate hlm h]gh and

8—The Lutheran Standard

This action of God as suffering servant—so
utterly wrong by human standards—is the key
for our understanding his ways with us

But we must not lose Christ as the suffering ser
vant, born in Bethlechem and crucified at Calvan
If we do, the church itself may cease to be the ser
vant church, suffering with and for the weak of the
world. Despite the power the church may seem o
have in the world—by virtue of its numbers, i
cathedrals, its institutions, its property and budget.
its art and scholarship—its real mission to the world
has always been best expressed in terms of the ser
vant. It follows its Lord in service, not yet in triumph

If his resurrection makes the cross but a memory
for us, if his ascension removes him from the earth
if his reign at the right hand of God makes Bethle
hem and the stable an embarrassing memory, and
if the prospect of his return in triumph removes
him from earth’s present tears and injustices, thes
in our premature triumphalism we have crucified
him afresh.

The suffering Servant

If we, the church, find ourselves basking in the
victor's hall, we must leave the banquet table to find
again the footsteps of the suffering Servant and jor
him on the Via Dolorosa—all the way from Bethle
hem to Golgotha. :

This is the script written for the King, and it ¥
the script written for us, =

Dr. Rogness is writer-in-residence

for Augsburg Publishing House in

W Minneapolis and president emerilus
1 of Luther Seminary in St. Paul.
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Ishall go to my grave. . .

by Paul S. Rees 1

| am not ill .. . not morbid . . . not despondent.

To the best of my knowledge, | am not suffering
«om what some psychiatrists would call a “death

wsh.”

On the other hand, 1 am not young. The 20th

siury and | have kept close company for many years.
st June Mrs. Rees and | celebrated our golden

wedding anniversary. | have outlived all those senior
w0 of God who helped to mold and mature me when
ws 2 youthful preacher-in-the-making. More than

w4t | have outlived many of my peers, respected and
nuch-loved contemporaries.

0| speak in a mood neither callow nor melancholy.

let me try to ring some bells that resonate with my
iong and persistent convictions:

1. Ishall go to my grave affirming that Jesus Christ
swhat | mean by absolute reality. Not the church,
which is less than eternal; not the Bible, which is
niuimental rather than ultimate; but Jesus Christ,
felord God revealed.

2 Ishall go to my grave convinced that the church-—-
me visible community of Christian faith and fellowship
—needs 1o exhibit a unity that is perilously contradicted
h the exclusive, self-defensive, and often warring
misions into which we have fractured and factioned
uselves. With time’s passing | am less and less

npessed by our attempts to justify this rabbit-warren
n’ahtgrahen of our sects and subdivisions. Concurrently,
M increasingly struck by the flimsiness and self-
 #ning of our arguments for going on as we are.

b Ishall go to my grave declaring that the human
:-Gﬂdmnn of estrangement from God is so profound
%It can never be put right except as God in mercy
%es the initiative, as he has in Christ. At the cross, the
F'“Epf reconciliation has been found and founded,

"¢ lor all and for all who will kneel to accept.

'“Qu\jt::a“ fgo lo my grave persuaded that rules and
'-Eplgeonsh olr Christians, if used as means by which
i an ?e our Chrls.uan comrades into ‘‘true” or
:ut{l;re"f?:hega!lstllc dgwces for. producing “cult” or
Lo nstianity instead of the “beloved

munity” of the New Testament.

51 ;
shall go to my grave firm in the feeling that one

ligl\szm%s;:;eq“em Ul_'lt_ietected sing of Christians is
rg‘“’l-:ilig Oms,_tradltlon_, forms, ideologies,
v ns, |nstltutlons (including the state),
. ", structures, titles, clichés—in every one of

{ em there ; Trc
e o Zf;?}:_s 4 potential idol. They arose, it well may
Mlow 1 storical necessity. We cling to them, or

them, or somehow perpetuate them out

r)lJQ'h :
Y, or bigotry, or stupidity, or vanity.

6. | shall go to my grave believing that the long years
of controversial “pulling and hauling” over the personal
gospel vs. the social gospel was a poignant miscalcu-
lation. There was myopia on both sides. Now, thank
God, the signs point to clearer understanding.

7. 1 shall go to my grave with the conviction that
theological “tunnel vision” has kept multitudes of
Christians, both clergy and laity, from discovering the
wealth of Christlikeness that is open to them on the
pages of the New Testament. A holiness of motivating
love, offered both as gift and as growth, has been
missed by masses of Christians. . .. We are wrong, | am
persuaded, to set limits to what the grace of God can
do in redeeming and refashioning the believing person.

8. [ shall go to my grave asserting that nine-tenths
of our either/or’s are abstractions of the mind rather
than reflections of reality. There are absolutes and there
is truth in situation ethics. There 15 subordination in
family and other community life and there is sexual
equality. We do have a trustworthy Bible and we do
have a Bible whose authority is not derailed by a
misspelled word, or an erroneously translated term,
or an incorrect date.

9. 1 shall go to my grave believing that, side by
side with my ardent expectation of the Second Advent,
most of our “signs of the times”” sermons and books
are based on opportunism and a mistaken understanding
of what the apocalyptic portions of Scripture are meant
to teach us. These hot sermonic and literary outpourings
tend, in the cases of many Christians, to distract
from the ... mandate for missions and social
responsibility.

10. 1 shall go to my grave unshakable in the faith-
confession that, all appearances to the contrary, “Jesus
is Lord.”

Thou, O Christ, art all | want,
More than all in thee | find;
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint,

Heal the sick and lead the blind.
Thou of life the fountain art,
Freely let me take of thee,
Spring thou up within my heart,
Rise to all eternity. ®

Dr. Rees, author of 14 books and former
pastor of First Covenant Church in
Minneapolis, is vice-president at large
of World Vision International. This
article is reprinted from World Vision
magazine, copyright 1976 by World
Vision, Inc. Used by permission.
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Mr. Editor

a page of
reader response

Satan and Judas

Prof. Juan Cortes (“No Satan Posses-
sion in the Bible,” L.S., Jan. 4, p. 21) has
totallv ignored two very significant texts
in the Gospels that speak of a satanic
possession in the case of Judas Iscariot:
“Then Satan entered into Judas Iscariot,
who was one of the twelve { Luke 22:3,
NEB); “As soon as Judas had received it
Satan entered him (John 13:27a, NEB).
A crime so heinous as the betrayal of
Christ could only have been motivated
by some form of satanic possession.

Certainly it is morbid and unhealthy
to he preoccupied with the occult and
the satanic. But to ignore the reality of a
satanic means of possession is incredibly
naive. Dietrich Bonhoeffer noted in The
Cost of Discipleship that “The disciples
know the devil's power well enough, al-
though it is his cleverest trick to deny
his power and to pretend that he does
not exist. It is just this supreme cunning
of his that must be countered; he must
be hrought to light, and avercome through
the power of Christ” (The Cost of Dis-
cipleship, p. 226, Macmillan paperback
editian). Spencer D. Brien, pastor

Bowdle, S.1.
Not for gain

Some very heartwarming responses
have heen received to the article “Good
Samaritanism by the Truckload” (LS.
Nov. 2, p. 22}. One Ohio pastor offered,
in behalf of the farmers of his congrepa-
tion, to give a semi-load of shelled corn
or hay to Minnesota farmers. Two other
Ohio farmers agreed to give 5000 bales
of hay. Their offer was prompted “as a
Christian service and not for gain.”

Unfortunately, it is not economically
feasible for Minnesota farmers to trans-
rnrt hay or grain from Ohio. Neverthe-
ess, they deeply appreciate the concern
of other Christians.

The need still exists in Minnesota and
offers of hay from farmers closer at hand
would be gratefully accepted.

Russell B. Helgesen
414 Becker Ave. W,
Willmar, Minn. 56201
The real message of Christmas

Yes, some children only have Santa
Claus to believe in (L.S., Dec. 21, p. 6)
and the reality of finding that he is only
a character can be shattering, but that
df)es not say that we have to proclaim
him dead. It means that the church needs
to work harder in the secular community
to portray the real message of Christmas
—the celebrating of the birth of Christ
and the preparation for his second coming,

Beverly Buddrius
Spokane, Wash.

10—The Lutheran Standard

Goodness and joy .
Many, many decades ago a hard-h.mled
ncwsp:{permah wrote a piece enmled’:
“Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Clau.\..
This article, unlike Mrs. Mm"tensnn s
(L.S.. Dec. 21, p. 6), is a c]gss:c state-
ment of faith in goodness and joy. It still
puts tears in my ?'es even though I have
ad it annually for many vears.
read it annually B v
Los Angeles, Calif.

Forgiven ‘failures’

Re: a quote which appeare(‘l on page

25 of vaur Dec. 7 issue: “Man’s greatest
moment of happiness is to be tv.«tvtl"hu-
yond the breaking point and not fail.
" To seek to avoid failure is common
enough, but to laud such “stiff upper
lips™ as being a great achwwenu:nt is to
perhaps deny our humanness. When we
"hrvaE bread” together we participate in
the brokenness of Jesus Christ for us.
When we “break down” with each other,
and cease to be always the strong omes
in control, we begin to participate on
deeper levels with our sisters and
hrothers.

My prayer is that we may be led to
recognize our failures, to grow in faith
throngh them, and to live rejoicing in the
communion of saints, the fellowship of
forgiven “failures.” Jeanne Lowi

Brooklyn, N.Y.
Well done!

There have been many times recentlv
when 1 have felt like writing, “Well
done!” or “Great!” after reading a copy
of THe LurHERAN STANDARD, but T don't
seem to get it done. Last night, however,
I sat down to read your Dec. 7 issue and
felt that even with the busyness of
Christmas, I couldn’t pass it up. I've ap-
preciated vour entire series on the Lord's
Prayer, and now especially Dr. Rogness’
finale and Pastor Johnson's evervday sug-
gostions for application. et

Lois Welfrid Johnson
Minneapolis, Minn.

CHURCH

“Your sermon today was so relevant

that | doubt if any of i
will ever come ba‘::k!" S O,

Need for guidance

Your editorial, “Stars Shine, Witnege
Speak” (L.S.. Dec. 7, p. 11}, Prilﬁt;
me to disagree with Yo somewhat P]n
our terminology, “stars” do speak, a
p];\}-, and shine. Some witnesses, un[uﬂ
tunately, do not shine in their speaking
I agree we need guidance, training
teaching. if vou will, in the art of telling
the good news. It has been my copyp.
tion, horn out of c‘\periencﬁ'thag we
should provide guidance for anything
and everything we ask onr people to 4y

Paul Moeller, interim pastor
Memphis, Teny

Miracle worker

I can witness to the love of God show
to me by his healing me of all traces of
polio which afflicted me as a youth. Gal
does perform miracles today—some b
lengthy process, some by faster methods
some using modern medicine.

But to those whom CGod tests with af-
fliction. the power of Cod may fim
throngh them to heal many people i
spiritual emptiness. Edith Renss (LS.
Nov. 16, p. 13) is a beautiful witness to
God's love. Rolrert Gottschalk

Pittsburgh, Pa

Death conditioning?

Hospices for the dying (LS. Jan L]
p- 16) recall Park Lane Hospital fnr the
Dying in Aldous Huxley’s novel "Braw
New World.” The hospital was a 8(-ston
huilding in London. All was functions
and pleasant there, Since Park Lane pr-
\ ltl('(ﬂ) all the needs of the dying, visiton
were a rarity. “...a convoy of gaily ot
ored aerial hearses...” flew from th
roof of Park Lane to Slough Crematon
um where tall chimneys recovered 98
of the phosphorons emitted from the fur-
naces.

Dying has been going on for a Inuzl:
time. But now we are heing told we neet
help to die from trained experts who wii
rid us of onr dying complex. The que
tion is: Who solves the complexes. ii?
chiding the dying complex, of thnsrgw o
would solve the complexes of others?

All Ye, Enter Here W ithout Hope-
fitting words chiseled in stone ah()\_?]:‘
portal of a hospice for the dying Unie
one has a strong will to live.

God knows which of our nonsense &

right and which is wrong. :
; E. . Lindstrani

Coeur 1Y'Alene, Tdaho

More than ‘lip service’

= Pastor
This comment is n suppnr]t nfutrt'af

7 : : o
Thompson's article on church 1 abt

(LS. Tee. 7. P 36), I am (““‘1“-'" | Ot
the possibilities for the l']\angefu.‘l_ %
r('acL program the ALC is embrac I-ntLth'L‘
1977, but 1 too am L'()ncﬁrnefi t'th “ip
not he another case of ecclesiasticd
service,

Th: evidence clearly indicates that 2
need to identify our message ok
world and decide whether the ﬂ_“’f‘.”a-‘:am
of any value to the people within

o im Brueck’
without the church. Tg:ltlt;le. Wash



Let's talk it over

1page of editorial opinion

The cross and
eligion as you like it

Whatever else real Christianity is, it
1ot “religion as you like it.” For in the middle of
il is the cross, which Paul called a scandal to the
Jews and silliness to the Gentiles. It is the heart of
(hristianity. “I determined to know nothing among
o but Christ crucified,” he told the Corinthians.
That is religion as you don’t like it.

The offense is basically that it cost so much to
neue us. Really, God ought to be thankful that I
liten to him and try to do his will, particularl_\' with
o many self-centered people around. To hear, then,
fat my sins are so heinous that nothing but the
fath of the Son of God could rescue me, is quite
ntolerable.

What makes it worse is that we could as well
ater into a chewing match with God about the
wousness of our sins. They aren't anywhere near
il that bad, especially when vou compare them
with the sins of a lot of other people we know. But
{u'hatmakcs it all so insufferably offensive is that the
l!m’pture insists 1 am not a sinner because 1 sin,
utthat I sin because I am a sinner (see L.S., Feb. 1,
p.10). That is, I originate in this world as a person
ber?t tomy own desires rather than to the divine will.
Th!llﬂ orientation away from God is called “original
i and it makes the cross of Jesus Christ completely
ressary for my rescue. There are no alternatives.

lenten proclamation
Inan absolute way, then, the cross of Jesus Christ
" “'h.iCh this sinfulness was overcome is victory for
z :I{E::it p‘r?clai|11 in the I.J(-nten H(,‘.ilh'()!l now upon
o ass:l:( 5.\‘ )of the ‘(-ro‘ss is a cosmic hope, as well
T th“‘"“:(’_,Of God's personal intervention to
(reeley weltl i“ that P“SS(’SSSS our ]l(‘ill-'tS. Andrew
“iUIOgi'st, : : 'I;OWH l’mma‘n (‘ath(')llc priest and so-
there i ’“a t;fcn )(‘S' that .Wltm‘ss like this: In Jcsus
"‘Iﬂﬂbl‘vmixeﬁmn‘,-]]: which good :md- evil are l:nm_
sufferiﬁg all fh,- el good ﬁnal]_\,j eclgmgmout evil by
: “"ihg ; ;t f:wi C:ll'] do to 1t and stul! surviving
 Book Heuieu% ‘1“2/1;9(‘-0(15 power” (New York Times
reeley ; ’ i
i&lmlogia):l a}:l’spondill,g ‘tO Hans Kung, the famous
10 wrote in his book, On Being a Chris-

tian: “The cross then is not only an example and
model, but ground, strength, and norm of the Chris-
tian faith: the great distinctive reality which dis-
tinguishes this faith and its Lord in the world market
from the religious and irreligious ideologies, from
other competing religions and utopias and their
lords. . . . The cross separates the Christian faith from
unbelief and superstition. The cross certainly in the
light of the resurrection, but also the resurrection
in the shadow of the cross.”

We cannot have Christ in our lives without his
cross. This is the emphasis of the Lenten season. The
cross, however, will not be impressed upon us by
talking in Lent about all the exemplary activities
we might carry on as Christians. But when we stand
beneath the cross of Jesus and look full in his won-
derful face, the spiritual renewal for which we all
vearn will occur.

The old, old story

If vou discover that your congregation’s worship
in Lent has veered away from the centrality of the
cross, even to so noble a concern as to know better
the meaning of the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s
Prayer, or the commitments Christians should make
for social justice, there is surely one thing vou can do.
You can tell your congregation’s worship committee
that vou need refreshing at the fount of living wa-
ters. You need to hear again and again, and espe-
cially in this time which the holy Christian church
itself has set aside for this encounter, that old old
storv of Jesus and his love. For faith comes bv
hearing, as the Scripture makes so plain.

If you do not speak, who will? Qur worship hours
are planm*d for the spiritual needs that are apparent
to the worship committee. Those to whom the cross
is the ultimate offense—as it must be to evervone who
has not pvrsona[]y knelt in wondering humility be-
neath that cross and pondered the surpassing love of
God revealed there—will exert pressure that the wor-
ship hour deal with other matters. If you do not ask
instead for the hours of spiritual renewing that can
be captured by the Lenten walk with Jesus to his
cross, will there be anyone else who will?

Remember. however, for what vou are asking—
the proclamation that we cannot, by anything we do
or leave undone, rescue ourselves for the eternity
God has plannod for us. Remember also vou are
asking for the recognition that no amount of social
force and pressure—whether it be laws on capital
punishment, legislation for relieving social injustices,
or wars against any target enemy—can ever bring
us one step closer to the reconciliation of human
beings and God. That was accomplished on the cross
by Jesus. It is ours to embrace. GHM
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COMBATING
THE CULTS

How can parents help
their children avoid
falling captive to cults?
Here are some
suggestions:

CUIEN are making captives of
many people, especially yvouth. And
concerned parents are asking, “What
can we do?”

Nothing can guarantee that no
member of vour family will ever fall
into one of the 3000 or more cults
that are active in our land. But
s0me things can be done to reduce
the risk.

Prevention is the key to counter-
ing the cults because recovery is a
very difficult and sometimes futile
process.

1. Recognize that it can hap-
pen in your family.

All types of young people from all
kinds of backgrounds have been
lured into the cults. They include
children of clergy and children from
religiously indifferent homes; chil-
dren from wealthy homes and chil-
dren who lived in poverty; honor
students and school dropoﬁts. And
there is such a variety of cults that
one or more will likely appeal to
almost any type and taste,

2. Keep communication open
with your children.

Be sure this communication goes
both ways. This isn't easy, and many
parents fail here,

Guidance and discip]ine are essen-
tial for children. But discipline with-
out love, or discipline where love is
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by Arthur J. L. Meether

not visible, is more likely to alienate
than to correct.

Overparenting, however, must be
avoided. Children should be encour-
aged to begin to make their own
decisions at an early age. Thus, they
must be given freedom and trust.
Failure to train children in this way
will tend to condition them to seek
an authoritarian cult leader who gives
them security and shelter from hav-
ing to make decisions themselves.

Invite communication with your
children on difficult and even em-
barrassing subjects. Keep calm and
alwavs give straightforward, honest
answers. Don’t respond with bitter-
ness to any question your children
may ask, even if the question shocks
or disturbs you.

Never worry too much over the
things about which your children
talk. Worry instead over those things
about which they are afraid to talk
in front of you. :

3. Live your faith.

There are a lot of apathetic,
“lukewarm” Christians. This indif-
ference contrasts sharply with the
devotion, enthusiasm, and sincerity
of many cult members. And these
qualities attract many young people.

Too many parents send their chil-
dren for religious instruction. They
may even support the church finan-
cially and worship occasionally. But
by what we parents do, we n.lav be
teaching our children that God and

the gospel are not very important
aspects of our life,

: 4. Do not support the cults
financially,

Few people do this intentionally,
but contributions to unfamiliar chari-

ties or religious organizations may
be subsidizing the campaign of
cult to gain our children.

Cults frequently use “fronts” g
conceal their identity when seeking
money. Don’t contribute. Don't buy
the products cult members are .
ing to sell. Give only to agencies ‘w;u
know are legitimate and responsible

5. Be informed.

Though the teachings of the cults
differ radically, techniques of pros-
lyting are quite similar. Be aware of
these and train your children ©
guard against them. Here are some
examples:

—Cults appeal to prospective con
verts with accepted truth—with what
a person finds familiar and appea
ing. To the prospective conver,
cult members seem like a group of
dedicated disciples working for the
spread of the gospel and the w il
being of the nation and world.

—Cults seek to isolate prospects
from family and church. If possible.
cult members will try to convim
prospective candidates that ther
parents, teachers, and pastors have
deceived them.

Cults also exploit the widespread
ignorance among Christians about
the Bible and the doctrines qf the
faith. Young people must not simply
be taught Bible stories. They m“ft
be shown how to read the Bible “i
the light of Christ and the'gGSPf
which comes through him. We musl
not only teach them to “test ?
things and hold fast to what ¥
good,” but we must equip them 1
do this (1 Thess. 5:21).

—Cults use proven sal
niques. Prospects are showere
love and affection or whatevell :
happen to seek. Instructions given

es tech
d with
r they



COLNBANTING
50 CUILES

qembers of one cult for dealing with
praspects include: Begin with a ra-
Jant smile. Show the person you
lve him. See the person every day.
fe interested in his interests. Be
ppreciative of his questions and
amswer those you understand well.
But do not try to explain things you
donot understand. Stay enthusiastic.
Be self-assured. Don’t budge if chal-
lenged.

That's an interesting list of in-
smuctions. Sadly it is put to such
demonic purposes.

§. Educate yourself. Teach the
fouth.

We who are parents can provide

the most effective education because
our children know they can trust us.
But we sometimes forfeit the effec-
tiveness of our guidance by not
keeping up to date. We all must
continue to be learners as well as
teachers. Here are some suggestions:

—~Use the theological training of
your pastor. And encourage your
pastor to take time for continuing
education.

~Never knowingly teach young
people something they will have to
unlearn later.

~Don't ignore old cults. Some of
these—Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses,
World-Wide Church of God, and
others—are growing fast.

—Be cautious of the material used
concerning cults. Some of the anti-
cult material uses the Bible in the
same “out of context,” “unhistorical”
way the cults do.

7. Pray

Pray for the victims of cults. And
pray that we will remain faithful to
our Lord. =

Dr. Meether is pastor

of the Tower City—
Buffalo (N.D.) Lutheran
Parish. Another article
by him, “Moonism,"”
was published in the
June 15, 1976, issue of
The Lutheran Standard.

How can youth avoid being trapped by cults?

You can guard against
%ing lured into non-Christian and

ati-Christian cults. Here are some
Ways:

1. Prepare yourself. Know what
fou believe and why you believe it.
When Questions or doubts come,

Ysit with your pastor or college
taplain, Talk the matter over with
your parents and with friends you
now YOu can trust,

f‘mfc-e;?eort«vary of casual acquain-
o slrangers who try to get
”’ atltend their lectures, courses,
Elowships, or retreats. Find out
Z«hfat’s really going to happen
S;Egr:i-‘yc:u go. ‘tf words like “non-
& hn and"ecur‘nenical" are
enL;in: especmll.y cautious.
annmmc‘:!cui:nenical events will be
P through your own

» More often than not, that

which proclaims most loudly it is
“nonsectarian” is really the most
sectarian.

3. Avoid any group that is
engaged in communal living, shows
antagonism toward parents and
churches, or whose members do not
appear to be regularly employed or
are not full-time students. Give
anyone wide berth who suggests
some individual or leader “really”
understands God and “really”
comprehends the Bible better than
anyone else because of private
divine guidance. Stay away from
groups that seem to make fund-

raising their primary concern or that
expect members to donate all their
property to the group.

4. Don’t be swayed by personal
enthusiasm. Refuse to make any
commitments under emotional
pressure. Insist on deferring deci-
sions about religious matters until
you can research the issue
independently and think it through
yourself.

5. Be wary of deceptive methods
and clever tricks. Familiar words are
often used with a special meaning
by a sect. Thus the word means
one thing to you but quite another
thing to the sect’s members. Assume
any “signs and wonders” you are
shown are fraudulent unless
proved to be real under scientific
standards.

Arthur J. L. Meether

February 15, 1977—13




Newsfront

Dr. Trentham greets Carters at church door.

-
First Baptists

President and Mrs. Carter and other members of
the nation’s “first family” presented themselves for
membership in Washington's First Baptist Church
Jan. 23, three days after the inauguration. By a show
of hands, the members accepted them—the tradi-
tional Baptist practice.

The Carter's nine-year-old daughter, Amy, who
has not been a member of the Plains (Ga.) Baptist
Church because she had not reached the “age of
accountability,” went forward with the family and
expressed her desire to join First Baptist by a “pro-
fession of faith in Christ” and to be baptized (which
will be scheduled later).

“What an historic moment this is,” commented Dr.
Charles A. Trentham, the church’s senior minister.
“It is said, ‘A little child shall lead them. May |
present the first citizen of Washington, Amy Carter.
who comes confessing the Lord Jesus Christ as her
Savior.”

The following Thursday, the president told 3700
national leaders and others attending the 25th Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast that the nation and its lead-
ers can be strong only if they go to the “ultimate
source of goodness, kindness, humility, and love,”
namely God. . ..

“If we as leaders of our nation can search out and
proclaim a new spirit, derived not from the accu-
mulated goodness or badness of people . . . but from
God, then we can indeed be good leaders and ser-
vants, strong and sure enough to admit our sinfulness
and our mistakes; we can indeed be constantly
searching for ways to rectify our errors and let our

nation exemplify what we as individuals ought to be
in the eyes of God.”
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e [ ] 1
Pardon reaction mixed

Reaction to the pardoning of draft evaders by
President Carter continues to be generally favorahe
among religious leaders, but many also urge he take
similar action in the cases of deserters and others,

“American people have great difficulty with rec.
onciliation,” said Roman Catholic Bishop Camll
Dozier of Memphis, Tenn. “Forgiveness is a very
difficult word for many Americans to understand
and accept. Yet we are the ones who ask God for
forgiveness.”

Officials of the Fellowship of Reconciliation,
pacifist organization based in Nyack, N.Y., offered
“commendation and full support™ for the Carter ac-
tion, “squarely in the biblical tradition—You shal
not take vengeance or bear any grudge against the
sons of your own people’ (Lev. 19:18).”

President Robert Marshall of the Lutheran Church
in America said he was “disappointed the president
did not go further. The people who are upset would
not be more aroused by how many were pardoned
because the same principles apply.”

: . sgEe
Healing, not killing

The resumption of the use of capital punishmenE
in the United States is “neither just nor prudent
Dr. William H. Lazareth, director of the Lutheran
Church in America’s Department for Church and
Society, said at a religious service held outside the
gates of the Utah State Prison Jan. 16, the night be
fore the execution of Gary Gilmore.

“We know there is no clear evidence that capita
punishment serves to deter crimes such as that for
which Mr. Gilmore has been convicted,” he said.

“While the Lutheran theological tradition has
never questioned the legitimate power of civil ‘80“'
ernment over life and death in emergency situations,
that tradition has always contended that such power
be used sparingly, as a very last resort. )

“After a decade without an execution in the United
States, the motive for revenge on the part of a fms-.
trated body politic must be condemned as a morally
illegitimate basis for the restoration of the deat
penalty,” Dr. Lazareth said.

Referring to Gilmore's expressed desire to have
his life ended, Dr. Lazareth said that “the .statt‘
cannot legitimately become a willing aCCOmPh'CCI .
the sick person’s suicide,” and added that “killing

. ao arhat
may be what Mr. Gilmore wants, but healing is Ve
he needs.”



he music of Bach

The Joy of Bach. a film for television about Johann
Sebastian Bach, is scheduled for production this year
ty Lutheran Film Associates (LFA ).

“Even though Bach wrote much of his music as a
ytheran church musician, he belongs to the world
tlarge,” said Robert E. A. Lee, LFA executive sec-
: retarv. who will be the film’s ex-
ecutive producer. “We are not
doing a traditional biography. In-
stead we plan to let Bach’s music
sing for itself and reveal the man
in the process.”

The film will “celebrate the con-
temporary phenomenon of the
amazing popularity of Bach’s mu-
sic as it is discovered by growing
audiences in many nations,” Lee

Lee said. He added. “Bach’s music
knds itself ideally to jazz and rock adaptations and
this will be included in our film.”

Two of the LFA partners, the American Lutheran
Church and the Lutheran Church in America, are
supplving initial funds for the Bach film venture.
A matching grant toward the production is being
povided by Lutheran Brotherhood. A third LFA
mrtner, the Lutheran Church~Missouri Synod, is not
participating in this project. :

Named as producer of the Bach film was Lothar
Woll, who earlier produced Martin Luther and
Question 7, which LFA had commissioned from
Louis de Rochemont Associates. LFA also was the
moducer of A Time for Burning.

WHY
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I. William Lazareth_)( e adjoining page for comment

gl penalfx—Wearlng hearts with crosses
i symbolizing the target placed over Gary
Sr! church leaders maintained an all-night
lah State Prison prior to Gilmore's execution

A quick look

New York State officials have threatened legal ac-
tion if tax exemptions are granted for the more than
half of the Hardenburgh, N.Y., taxpayers who have
claimed to be “ordained” ministers of the Universal
Life Church. Town officials have indicated they will
likely grant the exemptions in May to create a test
case for the California-based church which grants
“mail-order ordinations."

A sixth president of a district of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod has resigned. President Paul
Jacobs of the (northern) California and Nevada Dis-
trict charged that "an overriding drive to control [by
the synod president] is destroying the synod and
making it more and more impossible for congrega-
tions, pastors, and teachers to continue their mission
and ministry with joy.” In 1976, five other district
presidents announced their resignations for similar
reasons.

The rising price of coffee has caused the Salvation
Army in Memphis, Tenn., to drop the popular brew
from its canteen menu. Clients will instead be offered
a nice hot cup of tea for five cents.

The Soviet government has convicted and jailed at
least 90 dissidents since signing the Helsinki Accords
in 1975, according to Amnesty [nternational. The
organization has maintained that hundreds of dissi-
dents are languishing in Soviet prisons, while thou-
sands maore are being penalized or harassed because
“they exercised their constitutional right of freedom
of opinion.”

Martin Luther, by modern standards, was “an op-
pressor of women, but nevertheless "even today
provides a model of tenderness and affection toward
one's spouse,” Dr. Susan Karant-Nunn of Portland
State University told a meeting of the American So-
ciety of Church History in Washington, D.C. She said
what set Luther apart from the other major reformers
in and out of Germany was the openness of his ex-
pressions of his devotion to his wife, Katherine von
Bora, a former nun whom he married in 1525.

“Joy,” the radio program produced by the Rev. Alvin
Rueter, of Bethlehem Lutheran-in-the-Midway, St.
Paul. Minn., has been accepted for broadcast on the
Armed Forces overseas network of 600 stations and
500 ships at sea. The 30-minute program of recorded
church music, chosen to correlate with the Scriptures
for the day, also is broadcast on 260 stations, mostly
in the United States.

Thirty-eight “public citizens groups” (16 of them
religiously affiliated) have asked for a public meeting
with President Jimmy Carter to discuss the contro-
versial B-1 bomber before he decides on whether its
production should go forward. They wrote a letter to
the president saying: "We represent millions of Amer-
icans (affected Dy) unemployment, inflation, poor
housing and health care, decaying cities and deteri-
orating environment, (and) the B-1 bomber proves that
exorbitant, unnecessary military spending aggra-
vates ail these problems.”
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Prisoners taste freedom in ALC ministry

When I was a child, 1 often trav-
eled with my family past the South
Dakota state penitentiary, better
known now as the correctional institu-
tion, on the north edge of Sioux Falls.
We were going to visit relatives a few
miles away.

Fach time we rode by that large
building, my sister, brother, and I
would press our noses against the car
windows to catch a glimpse of the
“animals in the zoo” who were caged
in their rooms behind barred win-
dows.

Soul-stirring experience

As I grew older, 1 learned to think
of them as people, but surely not as
God’s people!

Then I was asked to attend a re-
treat for men who are in prison in
the state of Wisconsin. It was one of
the most soul-stirring experiences of
my life.

Robert Goelz of the American Lu-
theran Church Division for Life and
Mission in the Congregation and sev-
eral other persons from various de-
nominations have been conducting
these retreats twice a vear for the
past 12 vears.

The retreats are held at Camp In-
dian Sands, a Bible camp on a small
lake in the heart of Wisconsin. No
guards are present and there are no
guns, no bars, no locked doors. On'y
two men have tried to escape in uil
those vears.

For the first time in the history of
these retreats, four women wer(" in-
vited to attend. There also were 35
men who are in prison, along with
approximately 35 “outsiders,” persons
from the midwest representing a va-
riety of denominations,

I immediately noticed it was near-
ly impossible to tell which men were
“insiders” and which men were “out-
siders.” Everyone was dressed in cas-
ual blue jeans and shirts. What had |
expected—that 1 could tell a murderer
or a rapist by the way he looked?

Our retreat leader arranged us jn
groups of four. We were to stay in
these groups for the entire \\'(‘e*k}*nd.
On the second day we were to pair
off with one other person so that the
sharing became more intimate.
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I was invited to go for a walk with
a man whom I knew had murdered
four people 10 years ago. As we
walked and talked for two hours, he
shared with me the frustrations that
had led him to the point where he
picked up a loaded gun and killed
his wife, father-in-law, sister-in-law,
and a girl who was babysitting at the
time.

About a vear after he was put in
prison, this man—through the love of
a chaplain and other committed
Christians, and the prompting of the
Holy Spirit—accepted Christ as his
own Savior. He experienced God’s
grace and forgiveness, but he said
the hardest part was to forgive him-
self.

Leading men to Christ

Now he is leading others to Christ
and working as a physician’s assistant
within the walls of the prison.

Then there was John. At 21, John
was a hardened criminal, After he
was sent to prison, he was kept in
solitary confinement for three years.
But he developed a lump in his stom-
ach and was unable to eat,

The prison officials knew he would
die unless he received treatment. He
weighed 90 pounds. Even though he
was in that weakened condition. they
chained him and put four guards on
him to move him to sick bay.

The next day he experienced sopg.
thing very real to him. He felt
presence of God in his cell, He began
asking the guards for a Bible and they
laughed at him. They finally noticeg
a change in his behavior and gave
him a Bible. Soon afterward pe
praved for God to heal him and the
lump in his stomach disappeared,

When he finished reading the Bible
from Genesis through Revelation, he
read it again and again. Then he
made notes on the entire Bible and
from that manuscript, he wrote 4
Bible study.

Permisston was granted to him to
begin a Bible study for his fellow
prisoners. The first night he had four
men. Now he has 120 men three times
a week. He has been allowed to begin
Bible studies in prisons throughout
Wisconsin. The program is named
“Sky Pilot.” He hopes to be out of
prison soon and has several job offers
waiting for him.

There are many other stories such
as these, of men who have found free-
dom and a reason for living while
behind bars.

A unique ministry

This ministry in which our Amen-
can Lutheran Church is involved is
unique. Most rehabilitation programs
are conducted behind bars. We know
of no other program where large

Marian Nickelson with other retreat Participants.




mbers of prisoners are brought out-
i the prison walls. \

At these retreats, time is allowed
i recreation such as fishing, swim-
g, games of all sorts, and sing:r}g
sound the piano. The main emphasis,

| however, is on the study and discus-
son of God's Word.

Of the 35 prisoners at this retreat,
Hout one-third had attended before
ad two-thirds were new participants.
| few have been allowed to come
war after year. They look forward all
war to these weekends. Several stay
i all night fishing, even in the rain,
 visiting,

This experience has heightened my
aareness of the injustices in our so-
dety. These men talk about the
mimes that are “tolerable” and the
mmes that are “intolerable.” Too
iften the “tolerable” crimes are asso-
uted with wealth and power, and
the “intolerable” crimes with poverty
a color of skin. We need to listen to
fiem and learn from them before we

un be of any help.

God's grace and forgiveness
The weekend concluded with a
vorship service. Picnic tables for
wws. An old piano in need of tuning.
Awooden barn of a building. Yet no
wship service held in the greatest
athedral could be more inspirational.
4 we celebrated Holy Communion
o formed an unbroken circle, we
e bound together by God’s grace
ud forgiveness. i
.\'Tore people are needed to carry on
tiis valuable work. Interested per‘\‘rmﬁ
may tontact Robert Goelz of the
?mt‘f{tan Lutheran Church Division
lUl'.Lle and Mission in the Congre-
%;‘F“m (422 S. Fifth St., Minneapolis,
-lll{\._55415). Before “outsiders” may
?Wapate in the Fox Lake Retrea{,
EY must recejve clearance from
‘ W}.]O works with prison admin-
Sin:_-rs 1}1: arranging the retreats.
: et. € retreat, I have found it a
w - ST to read Matthew 25:386,
wa:’::c*naked and you clothed me, I
> X and you visited me, I was in
Mison ang You came to me.”
nk God for showing me that
biiﬂgﬁ are not “animals in the
oW heirs of his kingdom.

Marian Nickelson
gi_amber of the board for the
ivision for Lite and Mission
in the Congregation

lmn

Esay

threw his arms around him (33 4)

Augsburg offers edition
of ABS 'Good News Bible’

What began as an attempt to
provide a more readable Bible for
English-speaking people has mush-
roomed into a major distribution
effort by the American Bible So-
ciety (ABS) with the publication
of the Good News Bible.

Augsburg
Publishing
House now of-
fers a special
edition of the
Good News
Bible with a
full-color jack-
et design. The
Augsburg edi-
tion contains
all the aids to understanding found
in the ABS edition.

These helps include a word list
identifying important Bible names
and terms, a chronological chart of
Old and New Testament history,
footnotes explaining alternative
translations and readings, cross-
references identifying other rele-
vant passages, maps of the Bible
lands, and an index of subjects.

Officials of the American Bible
Society expect the Good News
Bible (the Bible in Today's English
Version) to break previous rec-
ords in the publishing industry. Ex-
pectations are running high be-
cause of the overwhelming re-
sponse to the New Testament por-
tion of the new Bible, published

separately by the ABS in 1966. It
has sold more than 50 million
copies in the last 10 years.

Never before has the American
Bible Society produced a transla-
tion of the whole Bible in the En-
glish language. Instead it has al-
ways circulated the classic English
translations such as the King James
Version, the American Standard
Version, and the Revised Standard
Version and will continue to do so.

“The Good News Bible is not
intended to take the place of these
revered older translations,” says
Dr. Laton E. Holmgren, the Bible
society’s senior general secretary.
“It is designed to attract people to
Bible reading who have found
these standard translations difficult
or obscure in places.”

The new translation avoids both
slang and ecclesiastical jargon, aim-
ing instead at a level of written
English readily understood by the
600 million English-speaking peo-
ple in the world today. But the
loose wording found in some para-
phrases is absent from the Good
News Bible.

The text is enriched by nearly
500 line drawings by Annie Val-
lotton, the Swiss artist who illus-
trated Good News for Modern
Man. Her drawings have won a
widespread reputation for their
emotional expressiveness while us-
ing a minimum of lines (see above).
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Oldest pastor’s refrain:

‘O Master, let me

walk with thee..’
by Russell B. Helgesen

“] feel so lonely. All my pastor
friends have passed away.” That's
how the Rev. N. ]. Njus describes his
feelings as the oldest pastor in the
American Lutheran Church.

At 101 vears, with frail body and
halting voi’ce, Njus confesses, “I live
mostly in my memories, but thank
God for Bible passages which I mem-
orized and freely recall.”

What a rich past his has been.
“When I was young I was consid-
ered to be a nice boy. My mother
told me when I entered the boat to
America that if she heard that I
turned out wrong, she wished she
could have buried me home in Nor-
way!”

After ordination in 1903, he was
informed by the Home Mission Board
that four small congregations far up
in Roseau County in northern Min-
nesota had called him to serve as
pastor. Each family in the parish had
promised 83 a year. This, plus a mis-
sion subsidy of $12 a month, would
make a total annual salary of $400,
but often the families could not pay.
Five years later he was serving eight
congregations. One cold winter, after
a neighboring pastor had left, the
number of congregations grew to 12.

Rich and painful memories

The week following Christmas that
year he preached twice each day,
traveled hours on end, slept poorly at
night, and nearly lost his life in the
bitter cold. Both rich and painful
memories are mixed in the mind of
this pioneer pastor who willingly paid
a high price that the church might he
planted. (Pastor Njus' recollections of
his ministry in Roseau County are
recorded in “Pioneer Pastor,” by his
son, the Rev. Joel M. Njus, available
from Augsburg Publishing House,
$2.50, paperback. )

With deep feeling he recalls that
today, “Big farms have killed some
of these small congregations.”

For 40 years he served the Norway
Lake parish near New London, Minn.
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Pastor N. J. Njus, 101, now lives mostly in his memories

His last call was received at age 56,
and final retirement came at 92. He
now lives at Bethesda Country Home
at Willmar, Minn. His wife, Ellen,
died two years ago.

“I was considered to be kind of an
able preacher,” he added. “My last
sermon was preached at the 100th an-
niversary of Our Redeemer Church in
Benson, Minn., when 1 was 95. My
text was John 12:21. 1 spoke words 1
had stored up in my memory. My
sermon was ‘1 Desire to See -]esus:'
That’s the way it was with the pio-
neers too, and as Jesus revealed him-
self to them in Word and sacrament,
the first thing they did was to form
congregations.”

“I remember the day I knelt on the
pulpit steps of Norway Lake and
asked God to help me glorify Christ,
That was the object of every sermon
I preached.” Njus is awed by the phe-
nomenon that the Holy Spiril uses
“such poor material as sinful people,”
but he rejects the possibility of God’s
using angels for that ministry, “They
would never do,” he conclﬁdes. “T¢
takes sinners who are convinced of
sin and of the love of Christ to preach
the gospel. We must glorify Christ
from the pulpit and in our da'ily lives,

but not least in confirmation classes
where our object is to help young
people to live their lives as Christians."

Much of Njus’ time is spent living
in a clear and keen memory. Never-
theless he is in touch with the realities
of today. “Young people are voung
people at all times,” he believes.
“They are bright and sincere but often
act thoughtlesslv. Death and etemity
dont mean much to them, for they
have so many years ahead. Every day
is a day of grace. In old age you art
ready each day to open the door
when the Master knocks.”

Ministry still goes on

Of the church he says, “You can al
ways find fault; but remember the
church is people.” He holds ."f’"ng
pastors in high esteem and believes
“they minister out of love for the
chm:('h," and then adds, with his p=
sisting sense of humor, "despif_f’ the!r
good salaries”—obviously recalling his
own meager salary which had to SU}}:”t
port and educate a family of €
children. |

Though he has retired sEvee
times, his ministry still goes on.‘q
believe in prayer; I believe God he“u_
me. Every night I pray for our ¢"



fions and for our pastors, that
: a blessing to their con-

pey may be

wnm" jons. L
",w‘ ‘uenesﬂ It seems so 1MPOS-

| ibhmt through Christ's death every

| jiew my lon

o sinner gets forgiveness!” :
“ut surely at vour age and in ”‘It,"
it prayer life of vour little room,
e asked, “you don't suffer great
emptatior st

“My great temptutinn"’ ]1:: respond-
o, is doubt, unbelief. W hen I re-
g life 1 wonder whether
i1 had done differently, things
would have turned out better for my
@gzegaﬁnns."

“Heaven. We don’t know much
gout #t," he puzzled. “But its great
oy will be that we won't be sinners
u;ymme! This is bevond comprehen-
" Then, through an old Norwe-
{ hymn, he expressed the joy of
iking forward to being with Jesus.
With a far-off look, he spoke his
tting thoughts, “It's hard to thank

| (ad for each day when I'd rather be

vith him!"

As we slowly closed the door, leav-
i kim alone with his memories, we
mid hear, through labored breath,
0 Master, let me walk with thee. ...”

fistor Helgesen is administrative
#sistant and counselor for rural
nnstries in the ALC's Southwestern
Wimesota District.

Graham

Elliott

Billy Graham says that “because of
the devastating problem that alcohel
has become in America, it is better
for Christians to be teetotalers except
for medicinal purposes.” While noting
he does not believe the Bible teaches
teetotalism, the evangelist, in a 2000-
word statement on “The Abuse of Al-
cohol,” went on to say that “the Bible
is not silent about any force which
threatens the souls of men. It lashes
out against and all of Satan’s
tricks and devices, and it is very clear
in its denumciation of drunkenness.”

any

Mrs. Robert Granrud, a member of
Immanuel Lutheran Church, St. Paul,
Minn., has been elected president of
the St. Paul Area Council of Churches.

“To will to do God's will involves
body, mind, and spirit, and not just
spirit alone. Bringing the body under
obedience means going to bed at a
sensible hour, watching your weight,
cutting out the junk food, grooming
yourself carefully—for the sake of
others.”

S0 said missionary-author Elisabeth
Elliott at the triennial mission confer-
ence of Inter-Varsity Christian Fel-
lowship, Urbana, Ill., which drew a
registered attendance of more than
17.000 persons. Some 3000 others
were turned away for lack of space.

Ms. Elliott related that in prepar-
ing to write about the guidance of
God, “I read through the whole Bible
to find out how God guided people in
those davs. I found out that in the
overwhelming majority of cases it was
not throngh what we'd call ‘supernat-
ural means—vaoices, visions, angels,
or miracles—but by natural means
... in the course of everyday circum-
stances when a man was simply doing
what he was supposed to bhe doing,
taking care of sheep, or fighting a
battle, or mending fish nets.”

keview: ‘We don’t have to prove God to believe in him’

The movie, In Search of Noal's
ik, represents an effort to prove that
be Bible is true. And if Noah’s ark
wid be found, it certainly wonld
dse g revnlutionar_v upset in— present-
iy understanding of science, history,
ind religion. Tt also would reassure
Nog Christians that the Bible is
"ing solidly on historical fact.
mgu:uw%:d our faith in Jesus Christ
hnmt‘]{;sa \"ﬂtlﬁn be more sure if we
Noah's ark? One of the disturb-

g thy - : A=
'.kgﬁsinhmgs about this movie is the

‘ 'Uahg' statement that the story of
¥ is the greatest storv ever told,

5::1:::: faith. rests upon the historical
1 t)]fwof it, a‘nd that finding the
']"’rsalvatiQTOISt Important factor for
g 't implies that the athe-
>Stans are all that hold us back

o Dl
m fetting to the ark

 figh and proving

Our faith does not rest upon find-
ing Noah's ark, but upon Jesus Christ.
The death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ is the most important story ever
told. Our faith is made real in us
through the Holy Spirit living in us.
We know we are Christians now and
we have never found Noah's ark. We
know we are Christians and we have
never found the cross of Jesus or even
his tomb, with any certaimty. It is
lucky we don't find these things, lest
we worship a boat or a cross or a
grave. We worship Jesus Christ and
we know him without these material
souvenirs.

We don’t have to prove the Bible
or prove God in order to believe in
him. Until the Lord retums, we live
by faith and not by proof. He is real
to us through faith and his Spirit.
Knowing this, we don’t have to be

afraid of careful study of the Bible
or new discoveries in our world.

A study of history shows us that
there has been a great variety of ways
to interpret the Scriptures, and the
faith has survived. We can laugh now
about some interpretations used in the
past, but at the time they fit the need.
A hundred vears from now, Christians
will look back upon us and wonder
why we worried about Noah's ark.
Bv then it either will be found or
never will. But thev'll have their own
problems, trving to interpret Cod’s
Word to their age.

Let vour faith in Jesus Christ be
vour number one concern and it will
overcome vour fear that someone will
be ahle to destroy the Word of God.

Marvin L. Holje

pastor of First Lutheran Church
Harvey, N.D.
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‘Now they are
our friends'
by Eloise Ogden

They came to the United States
knnwir'lg thev might never see their
families and friends again.

Should thev ever return home, it
could mean death at the hands of the
Iragi government.

The 400 refugees are Kurds who,
dispossessed of their homes, arrived
for resettlement last summer. Others
of their countrymen dispersed to Hol-
land, Sweden, and other countries.

The refugees are products of a 1975
uprising stemming from conclusion of
a border treaty between Iran and
Iraq. The treaty stipulated an imme-
diate end to Iranian support of the
Kurds and closing of the Kurdish bor-
der with Iran.

In the face of an all-out offensive
by the Iraqi military, the Kurdish
separatist movement collapsed.

A rugged people

The Kurds, a rugged people of
Islamic faith, are inhabitants of the
region of Kurdistan in western Asia.
Five nations have Kurds among their
population: Iran (in the northwest),
Iraq (northeast—the country’s major
oil-producing area), Syria (northeast),
Turkey (east), and the border area of
the Soviet Union. (Lutheran Orient
Mission does work among the Kurds
in Iraqg.)

Of the 400 Kurdish refugees admit-
ted to the United States, 80 were as-
signed to Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service of the Lutheran
Council in the USA,

The agency chose to place the refu-
gees in North Dakota because of the
large number of potential sponsors—
there are more than 700 Lutheran
congregations in the state—and he-
cause the climate there is similar to
Kurdistan. It also was assumed the
Kurds would find it easier to settle
in smaller communities.

At present there are 78 Kurds—half
of them single men—living in Minot,
Bismarck, Crosby, Valley City,
Kindred-Norman, Northwood, Grand
Forks, Fargo, and West Fargo, N.D.,
and Moorhead, Minn. Twenty-three
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Lutheran congregations (plus First
Presbvterian Church, Croshy) serve
as sp.(msms. In Bismarck, the U.S.
Catholic Conference sponsors 12
Kurds.

Among the sponsoring Lutheran
churches is Bethany of Minot. “One of
the finest blessings that could have
happened to our ALC congregations
in Minot,” said Bethanv's pastor, the
Rev. Arland Q. Fiske, “was to be
asked to do something for someone
who needed us badly, but whose lan-
guage we couldn't speak, whose names
sounded strange, and whose official
religion was nat Christian.

All self-sufficient

“These freedom fighters, who have
been dispossessed of their homes and
their oil-rich lands, came to us with
only the shirts on their backs.” Fiske
continued. “After six months they are
all self-sufficient. No longer are they
‘refugees.” Now they are our friends.
We have had them as guests in our
homes. They attend our churches and
show great respect for the name of
Jesus Christ.”

He reported that one of Bethany's
Kurdish families js Assvrian and
Christian who proudly trace the ori-
gins of their faith back to the
and still speak
of Jesus.

apostles
the Aramaic language

Most of the adults are enrolled in
evening English classes. DuringF the
day they work at 3 variety of goi)s—as
construction and shop w
meat cutters
a5 maids
cupations.

orkers, as
and huilding custodians,
and cooks, and in other oc-

alny

“The Kurds are still very much gy,
cerned about the situation i thejr
own country and take any OPpOrtunity
to tell about the plight of Kurdistap "
said Virginia Ehart of Fargo, corg:
nator of the resettlement program for
Lutheran Social Service of North Da.
kota. “The dream is always there thy
their land will be free and they can
return. But realistically, at this 'point‘
it does not seem possible.”

Congress urged to
probe ‘deprogramming

An ad hoe group called the Alliance
for the Preservation of Religious Lip-
erty, based in New York, has urged
Congress to investigate the practice
of “deprogramming.”

In a 100-page document entitled
“The Anti-Religious Movement: An
Abstract of Contemporary Terrorism,
Kidnapping, and Violation of Reli
gious and Civil Liberties in America”
the group declares that “today, free-
dom of religion faces a new foe, one
that hides under the guise of reuniting
voung people with their parents.”

The document asserts that “in
America today there is a network of
groups and individuals attempting to
eliminate freedom of religion through
propaganda and the practice of reli
gious terrorism. Aimed at ‘cult reli
gions,” these groups and individuals
are illegally abducting voung people
away from religions they have freely
chosen and ‘brainwashing’ them into
returning to ‘normal’ life.”

. L .s
drawing is artist Peter Green

depiction of a deprogramming Ofme
young adult, based, he says, onhava
sworn testimony of those who
been deprogrammed.

|



Whos NEWS

D—r.fmd Mrs. Erwin Goldenstein,
sembers of American Lutheran
thureh, Lincoln, Neb., have l'weell
aned “Layman Family of the Year
i the Lincoln Kiwanis Club. They
e ciled as “an outstanding Chris-
- muple...whu live their faith.
for  number of years Dr. Golden-
sin served as an editorial consultant
4y THE LUTHERAN STANDARD.

The Rev. Gloria Weber, a clergy
<mber of the American Lutheran
thurch who serves as assistant pastor
4 Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Creve
ieur. Mo. (LCA), was one of 10 St.
s area women chosen for Women
{ Achievement recognition by the St.
Louis Globe-Democrat.

The Rev, Glen H. Gronlund, a staff
-ember with the American Lutheran
thurch for the past eight vears, has
ken named director of human re-
qurees for the ALC-affiliated Ebene-
w Society of Minneapolis. Ebenezer
ywvides residential care and a broad
mge of community services for el-
trly persons,

Since 1974, Gronlund has been
irector of leadership and personnel
felopment in the ALC’s Division
fr Service and Mission in America.

Give us the strength to struggle beyond
uin, to reach out our hands to the
lienated and 1o the poor:
Where suffering and weak voices cry
ul, may we be present to nourish;
Where injustice speaks, may we have
¢ tourage 1o change it;

' proper dissent is present, may
¥ have ears to listen.

Wald\movewhthe leaders of this earth:
' them hearts for compassion and
be fire of freedom ;

e them the courage t I
r@.‘h listen quietly; i et
“gwe lhgrp the humility of sincere faith

the vision of future good.

Especially . . . we ask you to watch over

0ur new .
w, e leaders, set them upon the right

Fo;ﬁ i':e the Lord in whom we trust.
i u:d'! God of our faith. To you be
e glory forever and ever.
AfrthnDl from prayer by
'Sh‘ﬂp_mhﬂ R. Roach
Pr:sticljhe ‘flauguration of
o Pem'hmmy Carter and
-fresident Walter R. Mondale

Support urged by women clergy

Women clergy and women awaiting
pastoral calls and ordination want dis-
trict presidents of the American Lu-
theran Church to be “aggressive advo-
cates” for female pastoral candidates
when working with congregations in
the process of calling pastors.

They also want greater visibility for
women clergy, the use of inclusive
language in worship and communica-
tion, and district funding of task
forces to s‘nppnrt WOmen Clergy.

They shared their “joys and frus-
trations, expectations and realities”
with the bishops during two over-
lapping events in Minneapolis last
month—a regular meeting of the ALC
Couneil of (District) Presidents and a
retreat for female pastors and certified
pastoral candidates.

“Be willing to take a few risks,”
commented the Rev. Barbara Andrews
of Detroit. who is confined to a wheel-
chair by cerebral palsy.

The Rev. Marv Rowe,
pastor at Central Lutheran Church,
Anchorage, Alaska, and one of the
retreat planners, said the event helped
them to recognize their diversity.

associate

During the discussion several of
the women said acceptance hy male
clergy is their biggest problem. "It
takes a special man to work with a

X A
Land claims— Thomas Tureen, right,

a lawyer with the MNative Amerigan
Rights Fund, discusses land cla'urns
made by two Indian tribes in Maine,

during sessions of the Eastern Regional
Conference of the National indian
Lutheran Board in New York in mid-
January. At left is Raymond Moore,
lieutenant governor of the Passama-

woman in a team situation,” com-
the Rev. Gloria Weber of

Creve Coeur, Mo.

mented

The Rev. Sandra Orsen, co-pastor
with her husband Dennis at Our Sa-
viour's Church, East Boston, said a
male/female pastoral team is able to
reach many people who would not
respond to either pastor singly.

From their perspective, district
presidents discussed the fear of fail-
ure, concern over decisions which af-
fect people’s lives, the isolation of the
office, the struggle to continue in
ministry and not become a function-
arv, and the problem of pastoral
morale.

There were joys, too: “fascinating
lay people,” excitement that comes
because “the gospel is exciting,” help-
ing congregations become more effec-
tive in mission, and continuing a
“people-centered” ministry.

Nineteen women have been gradu-
ated and certified for ordination by
ALC seminaries since 1970. All are
ordained except one, who is taking
additional study in a clinical pastoral
education program. Thirteen of the 18
ardained women are serving congre-
gations either as the only pastor or as
part of a team ministry. Three are in-
stitutional chaplains, one a military
chaplain, and one a campus pastor.

quoddy tribe, and at center is Eugene
Crawford, executive director of NILB.
The Eastern Regional group also dis-
cussed the welfare of reservation and
urban American Indians and the role
which the church could play to improve
it. Crawford said that in 1976 the board
distributed $234,000 in grants to Indian
grganizations across the nation.
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Lutheran churches have

a vital interest and

of America.

cilies
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An analysis

Will America's cities surviye?

by Albert E. Erickson

Los Angeles, New York, Cleveland,
Detroit, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Phila-
delphia, Boston, Washington, D.C.—
places of work for millions of people;
great centers of culture and entertain-
ment; home for thousands and thou-
sands of families, the elderly, single
parents, singles, minorities, and tran-
sients; places of ministry for over 600
Lutheran congregations.

All these cities—plus others—are in
a period of great crisis. Their prob-
lems include:

—An ever-decreasing tax base as
businesses leave the city and move to
suburban communities or states with
more favorable tax policies;

—Deterioration and outright aban-
donment of housing and neighbor-
hoods;

—Large numbers of unemployed
and unemployable, resulting in stag-
gering welfare costs;

~Drastic cutbacks in the necessary
services of police and fire protection,
health care, street maintenance, and
sanitation;

—Decline in quality of basic edu-
cation opportunities because of finan-
cial erunch,

What about the people?

The list reads like a litany to be
recited before a “wailing wall.” With
one burden heaped upon another, all
the cities can hope for is just to be
able to survive, and the remaining in-
stitutions, inc]uding more than 600
Lutheran congregations, hope they
can survive {oo.

What about the people? Their hope
is also to survive, for where can they
go? The city is their home! The sub.
urbs either can’t or won't accommo-
date them, especially those with low
incomes. They cant move to the
peaceful villages and small towns
man:v of which are also just trying tc;
survive, 3

Some families could relocate in the
South, which is experiencing a rebirth
as business and industry move in. But
for every fami]y that cap relocate,
Scores must remain. They will either
be the Survivors or be numbered

among the casualties of 3 “great .
ciety” that failed to hear or respond
to the “cry of the cities.”

At a one-day conference on “Tfp
Crisis in American Cities” called by
the Joint Economic Committee of the
U.S. Congress, President Robert Waod
of the University of Massachusets
said the rebuilding of functioning,
effective human institutions in urhan
centers should be a priority item on
the national agenda. He proposed 2
seven-point plan for meeting the city
crisis which calls for shifting much of
the burden of the federal courts o
legislative and executive initiative at
the federal and state levels; the st
of an urban development bank, “Ur-
bank,” to assure sufficient capital for
municipal finance; rebuilding neigh
borhoods; improvin g city governments
with young, committed, professional
staffs; emphasizing the metropolitan
government concept rather than city
versus county; reviving civil rights
with fair housing as a priority; and
finally, the start of a genuine land-use
policy to make sure that land values
created by public investment are re-
turned to the public.

Wood concluded his remarks with
a reference to the danger noted by
the late Robert Kennedy the day after
the assassination of Martin Luther
King Jr.: “For there is another kind
of violence, slower but just as deadly,
destructive as the shot or bomb in the
night. This is the violence of instit
tions: indifference and inaction and
slow decay. This is the violence Fhﬂf
afflicts the poor, that poisons relations
between men because their skin has
different colors. This is a slow de
struction of a child by hunger, and
schools without books and homes
without heat in the winter.”

Lutherans care :
Lutheran churches have a vital )
terest and involvement in the majef
cities of America. Every day, at ?ac
of the 600 Lutheran Coﬂgreganm]]s.l
many people—the poor, the elder’
teenagers in trouble, dereﬁct?' alm:
holics, working parishioners with spe



sl problems and needs—come to
«k comfort, spiritual guidance, and
wlp with financial problems. The con-
waitions, their pastors and people,
ymize over the limited resources
iy have to respond to those in need,
specially when it takes so much
ie and energy just to keep the
turch doors open.

%ining neighborhood needs
Somehow, as Lutherans nationally,
wneed to find ways to help these
mggling inner-city churches survive
ud to say to the city that Lutherans
ae and are here to stay. Lutherans
uionally and in the cities can re-
pnd particularly to two points in
Woods' seven-point agenda for meet-
1g the crisis in our cities: rebuilding
#ighborhoods and reviving civil
tts with fair housing as a priority.
Congregations in declining neigh-
whoods may need to play a key role
o developing meighborhood govern-
mnt and to become more involved
vih groups interested in the political
upects of such government.
The Housing and Community De-
opment Acts of 1974 required that
Y ommunities establish their devel-
mment needs for three-year periods,
%y are to consult with the residents
b determine priorities for allocating
unds. Those funds are for housing
ft’hlabi]itation, public construction
PT‘_’}_MS, senior centers, recreation fa-
dites, and  such public services as
Mloyment, child care, health, drug
j -’mq education. Such neighbor-
Lan bpamﬁpation is where churches
. active participants in defining
*ighborhood needs,
ﬂwfi:att;]onal church bodies also can
o e procgss. Since local con-
tafi s have lmllited resources in
; if5§:oa?dd fu‘ndmg, the national
latiogl f:;r asls-ls.t by providing sab-
inds g {0 1:051} science profes-
0w poy ut] eran colleges to be
ns to city congregations.

Such persons could help organize the
residents to provide more effective
input into the block grant process.

The concemn for civil rights and fair
housing opportunities in the '60s has
given way to the feeling, “Let’s not
push for any more federal laws on
civil rights and fair housing. Rather,
let’s acknowledge that we have made
noticeable progress in the area and
leave it up to the local communities
and states to implement any further
efforts to integrate schools, neighbor-
hoods, etc.” As a result some com-
munities have decided not to take
block grants if, as a part of the proc-
ess, they have to provide low-income
housing. One state, through its courts,
has determined that a community has
the right to vote for or against the
use of state money for low-income
housing in the community.

The major cities have long main-
tained that they were required to
carry the load of low-income housing,
while the adjoining suburbs were able
to zone it out of their planning. With
every survey seeming to support this
view, congregations in the city as well
as the suburbs should attempt to bring
about a change in attitude. One plan
would link a church in suburbia with
a struggling congregation in the core
city. The suburban church would pro-
vide supplemental funding for the city
ministry and work to bring civil rights
and fair housing back on to the agen-
da at all levels of government.

Here to stay

Will the cities survive? Of course
they will. But I shudder to think
what they will be like if nothing is
done. James E. Peterson of the Na-
tional Council for Urban Economic
Development puts the situation in a
frightening context: “If nothing is
done to help the cities recover, if pres-
ent trends continue, the cities will be
reservations for dependent people.
They won't die; they won't go away.
The federal programs already in place
will see to that. They will just fester.”

Erickson is director of
the Lutheran Housing
Coalition. This article is
excerpted from Focus
on Governmental Affairs,
a publication of the
Lutheran Council

in the USA.

Look ahead

A preyiew of the next issue, intended
especially to aid discussion groups.

Are we as willing to recommend our
religion to others as we are to influence
people about some of our other values?
Albert Stauderman, editor of The Luther-
an, tells of the need for the current
Evangelical Outreach emphasis in “In
Search of Holy Boldness.”

Vacation church school can be a very
effective means for reaching children and
families in your area. In “Within Reach,”
Larry Revelts recalls several incidents in
which the summer experience of vacation
school was a turning point in children’s
lives. This year's curriculum, “Reach
Out,” can help congregations to minister
to the many children who are within
reach.

Paul Christian Lucky, who was killed in
a plane crash recently, wrote an article
shortly before his death about the in-
evitable loss of family members. In “God
Bless Grandpa Hall,” he ponders how
brief life seems to be but how certain
God’s promises are.

“Femininity and the Future” by Ted
Peters can spark a lively discussion.
Women in particular may have strong
feelings about some of his statements
and may question some of his assump-
tions.

“A Lladder or a Rock” is a reminder
that we, like Jacob, do not climb up to
God but he comes to us to reassure us
that he will do what he has promised.

Lent is a time for remembering. E.
Gordon Jorgensen offers thoughts on the
lessons for the second and third Sundays
in Lent which call to mind God's pa-
tience and mercy and his people’s slow-
ness, irene Getz

Division for Life and Mission
of the American Lutheran Church

Review

Archeology of the Bible: Book by
Book by Gaalyah Cornfeld and David
Noel Freedman, Harper and Row,
1976, 334 pp. plus index, $16.95.
This is a useful text for a non-
specialist’s overview of sacred his-
tory. It works with majority scholars’
surmises about biblical history and
authorship. It is elaborately illustrated
in black and white photos of archeo-
logical ruins and artifacts. By report-
ing these excavations, the authors at-
tempt “to throw a direct or indirect
light upon the events related in the
Bible and upon the background of
the ancient Hebrews.” GHM
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Sixty years of service
deserve a little hoopla!

In honor of our 60th anniversary, we decided to update our image. The
new trademark design symbolizes warmth and caring — what we feel
Lutheran Brotherhood is all about!

Lutheran Brotherhood was founded in 1917 to provide Lutherans with
the benefits of insurance protection, and to aid the Lutheran Church
and the broader community through various fraternal activities.

We’'ve grown a great deal in 60 years. We're now a Society with over
800,000 members —with 4,000 local branches across America. Join in
our celebration. We'll welcome you, because we're people sharing
brotherhood.

[ LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402

24—The Lutheran Standard




paths in the ALC

shiof W. Eide, 74, of St
Fr\}::;:,?l'l:&d' Jan. 2. A gradua_te of
l-j 0[‘af College and Luther Seminary,
" erved parishes in Ostrander, Minn.;
?s.ewesn-ninslcr, B.C.; Milwaukie, Ore.;
"\;Pnulsho, Wash. He also served as a
| fghin in the US. Army during _\\ orld
»iu ], a5 a Bible camp leader in the
‘-"ﬂiﬁc Northwest, and as editor of Norsk
wiom. After retiring in 1967 h? served
:m,mber of interim and vi\'ita'tmn pas-
les, His widow, Margaret Wall Eide,
.vell known as a former national Lu-
't League leader.

the Rev, Forrest R. Stoneburner, 74,
4 Jan. 11 in Dayton, Ohio, where he
e s executive director of Lutheran
wal Service of Miami Valley from
u yntil he retired in 1970. A gradu-
wol Capital University and Lutheran
felogical Seminary in Columbus, he
i erved parishes in Weirton, W.Va_;
uur Falls, N.Y.; and Toledo, Ohio;
i & chaplain of Lutheran Welfare
wiety in Toledo.

Sister Clara Hass, 92, died Dec. 23 in
Milwaukee, Wis., where she had lived
at the Lutheran Deaconess Motherhouse
since her retirement in 1959 as an ad-
ministrator at Lutheran Hospital. A
graduate of the Milwaukee Hospital
School of Nursing, she was consecrated
as a deaconess in 1923 and devoted her
entire service to the maternity division of
Lutheran Hospital except for two years
when she was administrator of Lutheran
Hospital in Saginaw, Mich.

Mrs. Ragna N. Olson, 79, died July
23 in Minneapolis. She was the widow
of the Rev. Melvin J. Olson, a pastor of
the former Lutheran Free Church, who
died in 1956 in Lamberton, Minn.

The Rev. Konrad A. Bodin, 91, died
Jan. 15 in Williston, N.D., where he was
living in retirement. A native of Norway
and a graduate of Red Wing Seminary,
he had served parishes in Savage and
Dry Creek, Mont.; Cartwright and Minot,
N.D,; Troy, Ida.; and Brooten, Minn. His
active ministry covered a span of 53
vears.

~ Healing the pain of éveryday losses.

No matter who you
are or what you do, loss

touches your life. But THE
GIFT OF GRIEF by family coun-
selor Ira J. Tanner shows you how to

take everyday losses—large or small—
and make them work for you. From the most
serious (death of a spouse, loss of a friend, or
loss of love) to the seemingly trivial (death of a
pet, breaking a favorite art object, loss of a wallet)—
occasions for grieving can be turned into opportuni-
ties for personal growth and increased self-awareness.
Ira Tanner shows you how. The GIFT OF GRIEF is a very
special book. Why not let it change your life, or the life of
someone you love.

$6.95 at bookstores

HAWTHORN BOOKS

available from

f Augsburg Publishing House

| BATifth 5, Minneapolis, MN 55415
S, Columbus, OH 43215
St., Omaha, NE 68102

201 E. 5th St., Austin, TX 78701
3224 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90057
2001 3rd Ave,, Seattle, WA 98121

On
@sh orders add 20¢ on the first dollar and 10 cents on each additional dollar.

Do you like
to draw?

Would you like to draw really
well? How do you know you
can’t? Here is your chance to
find out whether you have the
talent to express yourself
visually.

Send for the Famous Art-
ists School’'s preliminary les-
son. It will give you an insight
about your present ability,
and you'll discover whether
your interest and skills in art
make further study worth-
while.

The easy-to-understand
preliminary lesson is yours
for the asking, without obliga-
tion. Study it at your leisure.
Do the simple assignments
and send it to us for com-
ment and evaluation. Learn
new and exciting things
about yourself ... maybe
about a whole new way of life.

Famous Artists School
Dept. A-084 17 Riverside Avenue

Waestport, Conn. 06880

Please send me the Famous Artists Test.
Taking the test does not obligate me In
any way but it does let me see my draw- }

ing potential.

Mr.

Mrs.

Miss

Address Apt. No. ___
City __ State Zip

Tel. No. Age

It under 16, please have parent sign.

An educational service of FAS International, Inc.




New to the ciergy roster

RONALD W. GREEN, 1506 E. Long Si., Columbus
OH 43203 (St. Philip).

DANIEL T. HAERTL, Box 300, Brookings 5D 57006
(asst., First).
MARK D. HOUGLUM, 19030 Eighth Ave. §.,
Seattle WA 98148 {assoc., Prince of Peace).
STEPHEN H. KIMPEL, 163 W. Center 5t, West
jefferson OH 43162 (Zion).

CONNIE KLEINGARTNER, Dundee JA 52038 (51
John, St. Peter).

MICHAEL ). LANGUM, Grace Lutheran Church, 5.
Chestnut 5t., Huntingburg IN 47542

DARRELL D. MORTON, Box 64, Laporte MN 56461
(Aardahl, Malvik, Trinity),

BART R. MULLER, Pembina ND 58271 (Pembina).

RORY T. SCOTT, 51. Thomas NI} 58276 {5t. John}

ARMIN L. STEEGE, 6493 N. Travis St., Elsa TX
78543 (assoc, Good Shepherd, 5t john).

HOLT WALKER 11!, Warwick ND 58381 (American,
Warwick).

Pastors’ changes of address

CHARLES E. AASE, Independence MO, to Box 25,
Barnesville MN 56514 (Qur Savior).

ARLIN H. ADAMS, Ripon, to R.2, Box 57, Nesh-
koro WI 54960 (ret.; p-t asst., Grace).

CARL H. AMELUNG, 2533 White Oak Ave., Fort
Wayne [N 46805 (ret.).

EDWARD R. ANDERSEN, 2670 Taylor St., Eugene
OR 97445 (ret.),

DENNIS C. ASP, Drlando FL, to Capital Univer-
sity, Columbus OH 43209 (dir., church rela-
tions).

JOSEPH A. BELCUM, Hayward, to 1107 O'Farreil
51., San Francisco CA 94109 (LSS).
ARTHUR L. BERVIG, Osseo, 10 304 W

Park Rapids MN 36470.

ALBERT T. BJERKESTRAND, Ellenshurg, to Box
579, Waterville WA 98858

GREGORY 7. BJORNSTAD, Mpls. MN, to 9420
Portage Rd., Portage M| 49081 (lord of Life).

JERALD R. BORGIE, Compton, to 11143 Socorro
Ct., San Diego CA 92129 {Luth. Church of the
Cavenant).

HARALD DORDAL, 1020 Tenth Ave. §., Moor-
head MN 56560 (ret )

ALEXANDER |. EISNER, St. Paul
Apache Trail, Sp. 38, Apache
85220.

GERALD M. FLATHMAN, Kansas City MO, to
South Star Route, Rushville NE 69360 (im-
manuel, St. Peler-LCA)

GAYLEN GILBERTSON, Papua New Guinea, to
1550 Eustis St., Apt. K, St. Paul MN 55108

JAMES A. GORDON, Cumberland, to Box 3836,
Spring Valley W| 54767 (Gilman, Spring Lake).

ALLEN L GUNDERSON, LaMoure ND, 10 Adams
MN 55909 (Little Cedar, Marshall).

JOHN ©. GUTHREY, St. Thomas, to 402 30th
Ave. N., Apt. 5, Fargo ND 58102

DALE A. HALVORSON, Fargo, to 5 Lind Bivd.,
North Acres, Harwood ND 58042,

ROBERT L. HARTENFELD, Toledo OH, 1o 317
Woods Mill Rd., Manchester MO 63011 (5t

Lake St.,

MN, to 10540
Junction AZ

Luke)

ROGER A. HERFINDAML, Portage MI, to 1303
11th Ave. MN.E., Rochester MN 55901 (CPE,
Meth. Hosp.).

MYRON D. HETLAND, San Diego, to Box 2880,
Escondide CA 92025.

ROGER K. HOFFMAN, Wilson K5, to R.1, Box 129,
Humboldt NE 68376 (St, James),

WINSTON C. HOLD, Deanville, to Box 756,
Dickinson TX 77539 (Faith).

WILLIE W. HUNT, San Antonio, to Amigos de
las Americas, 5618 Star Ln., Houston TX 77057
(training coord.).

CARL L. JECH, Whitewater WI, to 227 Sanchez,
No. 7, San Francisco CA 94114 (p-t, faculty,
Foothills Coll.).

ROBERT C. KAISER, Toledo, to 345 Shoop,
Wauseon OH 43567 (Trinity}.
TIMOTHY P. KELLGREN, Palatine IL, to 220

Stanley 5t., Petaluma CA 94952 (Elim).

OLAF R. LIDUMS, Fargo ND, to 134 Lindsay Ct.,
Whitewater Wi 51190,

DOUGLAS H. MA GINN, Westerville OH, to R.1
Versailles IN 47042 (St, Payl). }

DWIGHT A. MC ELREE, Pembina ND, 10 1906
Des Maoines St., Webster City 1A 50595 (study)

ROBERT L. MICHELFELDER, Ashville, 1o R2.
Danville OH 43014 (Zion). 5

ROBERT N. NELSON, Adams ND. to Deronda Wi
54008 {(Deronda, Little Falls).
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JOEL M. NJUS, Madison wi, to R.3, Box 12::
Hayden Lake 1D, 83835 (assoc. adm., Coeur
Alene Homes). ‘

DAVID E. PAULSON, Box 93, Kainantu, E.H.P.,
Papua New Guinea.

FER?‘E\NDO 5. PEREZ, Houston, 1o Canlen House
Apts., D-241, 8600 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin TX
et Dubugue

WILLIAM A. POOVEY, 2130 Coates 5t., Dubug
IA 52001 {ret.).

MARVIN G. ROTHFUSZ, New Auburn, to 805 §.
Stevens, Glencoe MN 55336,

JEROLD B. SALVESON, Kindred, 10 361 Elmwood
Ave. 5., Fargo ND 58102 (dir./dev., Bethany
Homes).

SATERBAK, LaCrosse, to 2317 Miiton

ALLEN |. St
Ave., Janesville W 5 i
C. F. SAVEREIDE, Hillsboro, 1o 48 28th Ave

N.E., Fargo ND 58102 (ret.; interim, Our Savior-
Hillsboro}. ¥
REX H. SCHNEIDER, Columbus OH, to 825 S.

Coast Hwy., Laguna Beach CA 92651.

VICTOR H. SCHROEDER, Colorado Springs CO,
to 955 I'Enfant Plaza S.W., Suite 4300, North
Bldg., Washington DC 20024 (staff, LCUSA)

CLAUDE E. TEJAN, 3200 Royal Palm Ct., Titusville
FL 32780 (ret.; interim, Trinity).

L. 0. TOLO, 1801 W. State Ave.,
85021 (ret.).

NICHOLAS E. WAGKNER, Carlos MN, to Office of
the Center Chaplain, Fort Rucker AL 36362.
WALTER E. N. WAHL, Preston, to 4008 Quincy

St. N.E., Mpls. MN 55421 (First).

LARRY G. WESTFIELD, Coon Valley, to Chaseburg
W1 54621 (Middle and Lower Coon Valley).
FAUL D. WINTERS, Elk Rapids MI, to 314 E.
Indiana, Perrysburg OH 43551 (assoc., Zoar)
WALDO R. WOLD, Mineral Point, 1o 3821 Alden

Ct., Racine WI 53405,

Phoenix AZ

What's coming on TV?

Feb. 15, “The New Indians,” National
Geographic story of the Sioux, PBS
Feb, 16, "My Mom’s Having a Baby,”

Afterschool Special, ABC

Feb. 25, “To Expect to Die; A Film About
Living,” PBS

Classiﬁed Rate: $6 per line; $25 minimum

BIBLELAMDS TQUR: “In the Steps of Jesus & St
Paul." 1 whs., Ephasys, lsrael, Rome, $14%% fr.
Mpis, Lv. Mag 3, ‘77 Or. R, H. Boyd, 2103
Doswell Ave., 5t Paul, MN S5108. (812) &45-8732.

WANTED:ALav minlstry and/or business adminis-
frator pasition. 114 yrs. seminary training; 14 yrs.
business exper. For personal resume write N. C.
Schedler, 2208 Marwood, Mankato, MN 54001,

LUTHERAM JET FLIGHYS from 3299 round trip.
LONDON, AMSTERDAM, FRANKFURT, uCOPEP‘?—
HAGEN. Airline Transport Chairman, Dept. LS
150 Greeves, Kane, PA 16735, : ;

CHRISTI.‘}N EDUCATION POSITION wanted.
:ave rr;m?r l'n Eng./minor in theater. § ¥rs. axper.
Q pret. te location. Avail. J 1.

Box 464, Atwater, MN Si209, - 11 Meinity,

GRAND TOUR OF EUROPE: Copenhagen, &

in Nomay: East & ‘West Berlin, Luﬁhe‘rl Ianz‘:’
¥Yienna, Switzerland, optiona! Lendon. Lv, May I3
it:r rlO :Jaysu ﬂ,&?? all-inclusive. Write for bro.
ﬁnn;'mc;s;g&ld- arold Brown, |QIg( Finch, Cuper-
COMMEMORATIVE PLATES & glassware
made. Changeable mestages signs & lun‘d-ra%slnq
ideas. Write for frae catalog. FAS Sales. Box [%%]
Black River Falls, Wi S45i5. (715 284-2974 ;

SCANDINAYIAN TOUR: Norwa S
: ‘“ d -
mark; Holland . Germany, YLv. 'h;pfz: ?«l'e:r

Yark, other pu‘lnt, Aug. &
Kerk‘qoven_ MN 58257, ?ﬁzlclw;gg_i W. Solyst,

DOSSIERS  INVITED: PROF. OF
: N 0: OF. PR NG
Eamied\”docf@reh in Homiletics dnl‘mﬁEHfl.‘:ﬁ:
w.r:un cation ﬂhmg or Theclegy and L'Mgramm
‘¢ considered. Contact Dean E, A, Schick, w
burg Thealagical Seminary, a A" 8200

Dubuque, |4 52001,
aﬁ?l\;hlgb SWEDEN, NORWAY, unique 2i.day
in Christlan fmﬂ“"{u“m%““‘m it o ity
few seats avail Dave & h:h o Bsa o

A Anderson ]
Ave. N.W., Ancka, MN 55303 uuﬁ?&ﬁ. i

custom

Vatican says women
cannot be ordained

A Vatican declaration approved by
Pope Paul and released Jan, 97 defini.
tively declares that the Catholig |
church is not authorized to adnj {
women to the priestly ministry, {

The 6000-word document, amony |
other things, claims that becays 5
priest “truly acts in the place of
Christ” there should be a “natyr] 6.
semblance” between Christ and his
minister in keeping with the “sacrs.
mental sign” of Holy Orders.

1

%
Review ‘

Towhead: Son of a Northman by Cl.
ford B. Holand, Vantage Press, 1976,
$5.95, 238 pp.

This novel is anchored in Tow
head’s boyhood and early youth o
the Mesabi Iron Range in northem
Minnesota. The fictional threads into
which Towhead's story is woven pro-
vide a tapestry of life among early
settlers.

|
The book is not an account of 4 |
Norwegian immigrant among Norwe- |
gians; it is a story of Norwegian set- |
tlers taking their place in a commu- |
nity of Scandinavian, Finnish, Slavi,
French, and Italian immigrants.

For those who can remember the
day of hard-coal heaters, this book |
will be an exercise in wholesome nos
talgia. For those who belong to later |
generations, the story will reveal a
period in midwestern life that now
belongs to history. T found the book |
to be fascinating reading. ‘

Fredrik A. Sihf_ff
TOWHEAD
Son of a
Northman

Clifford B. Holand's vibrant
novel about Northern Minne:
sota a half century ago.

Available at F
AUGSBURG PUBLISHING HOU ‘
426 5. 5th S1, Minneapolis, Minn. 55413 k
57 E. Main St., Columbus, Ohio 43215
124 5. 24th 5t., Omaha, Neb. 68102
201 E. 5th St., Austin, Texas 78701
3224 Beverly Blvd., L.A., Calif. 90057
2001 3rd Ave., Seattle, Wash. 98121




urpose of section

=g special public
wues section on
nily life 1S provid-
‘edhy the American
|ytheran Church
‘!ALG) office of Re-
| ‘&e,arch‘ and Analysis
w individual study
pd group discus-
:s;an‘. The purposes
| f this section are:
) fa help readers
(5 how deep and
umplex is the is-
@ (2) to provide a

reliable fact-base on
which discussion
and judgments can
be based; (3) to fo-
cus the light of the
gospel and the re-
sources of the Chris-
tian faith on the
issue: and (4) to
move Christ's peo-
ple to become in-
volved in responsi-
ble efforts to deal
with the issue of
family life.

Why do we need families? What are the functions
which families fulfill?

Which trends in modern society do you consider
most destructive of family lite? Why? What can be
done to counteract them?

What elements of contemporary society are on the
side of strong families? How can they be supported
or encouraged?

What are the most significant pressures on your fami-
fy? What are you doing to cope with these pres-
sures?

How do our ideals help to shape our family life?
What basic ideals can be derived from our Christian
faith?

How do you understand Christian liberty in relation
te family living?

Consider one or two things your church is doing or
could do to strengthen families. How can you help
these things happen?

How can the church serve the needs of those outside
of “‘families” as traditionally understood?




The family as caring community

by Carl F. Reuss

Family is a ““heart” word. It speaks
of kin, of home, of roots. It is a word with deep
meaning, full of feeling, emotion, and sentiment.
It carries memories—happy or sad, warm or cold.
It recalls love or rejection, harmony or hostility.
So much of us—who we see ourselves to be, how
we look at life, what we say or do—stems from our
experiences with our families. Something from
father and mother, brothers and sisters, aunts and
uncles, grandparents if we were privileged to know
them, likely lives in us today in the ways we think
and act.

Largely because the family is such a heartfelt
experience, it is difficult to study objectively. We
find it difficult to describe or define the family
except in broad terms. Some years ago a graduate
seminar group in a well-known university, after
long discussion that tried to cover all probabilities,
concluded that

“...the family is the more or less perma-
nent union of one or more men and one or
more women, together with the children of
both, either, or neither, along with such pe-
ripheral persons as society may sanction.”

Monogamy or polygamy ... lifelong union or
divorce and marriage to another spouse . . . shared
parenthood, adoption, or artificial insemination
... relatives by blood or marriage or close friends
living as members of the family—these are some
of the forms family life takes or has taken in human
history.

Why do we need families?

More important than form, however, is function.
Why do we need families? What are they to do?
On what foundations? Looking at God's order of
creation, we see certain factors:

God created us male and female. He expects us
to exercise our procreative powers responsibly.
We need order and predictability in the relations
between men and women. The commandment
“You shall not commit adultery” is central to the
family.

As infants and young children, we are depen-
dent on our elders. In sickness, handicap, or oid
age, we are dependent on others. The family
bridges the generation Bap, insuring care for those
who may be dependent. The commandment “Hon-
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or your father and mother” speaks to this fact of
our dependency.

The human mind is imaginative and adaptable.
It can learn many things, good or evil, from many
sources. The family is the first teacher. The young
learn what their elders think is right or wrong,
good or evil, pleasing or displeasing. It is this fami
ly function of which Ephesians 6:4 speaks: “Fathers,
do not provoke your children to anger, but bring

them up in the discipline and instruction of the
Lord.”

Foundations for family life

Foundations for family life, then, include ouf
sexuality, our procreative possibilities, the strengths
and the dependencies of the generations, and oU'

need to learn what it means to be and to live 3
human being_

Itis the family which first teaches us the thing®
needful to getting along with others—about 3
thority, life and health, the sexes, property, good
name, and dealing honorably in all things. If G



iymily tea
e Lord of all,

l the

ches all that is needful, it teaches about
respect for the sacred and holy,
rd the honor and obedience due God. it becomes
a boratory/workshop where each member tests
and perfects what it means to live in Christ.

The family, united by birth, marriage, or adop-
| ion, is a sharing, caring community in which each

sponsibility.

member realizes identity, worth, respect, and re-

No family is perfect. Families are bumped into
and tugged at from all sides. The pressures on
families are tremendous. The wonder is that so
many are so faithful, so effective, so loving in doing
that which our creatureliness calls families to do. =

_‘Family models reflect changing society

‘ by Carla Beth Howery

The family has not been ex-
; apt from the numerous and rapid
fhanges occurring in our society. All
| sound us we see new types of fami-
l iss. And within the traditional, nu-
tear, two-parent family, [life-styles
" ye changing, ranging from new par-
uling styles to new outlooks on re-
irement.

bamples of such change abound.
One family in five has a single parent
& head of the household. Senior
tlizens are increasingly entering
wmmunal living arrangements. More
nothers keep children who are born
wt of wedlock. Joint custody ar-
ingements have children of divorced
mrents spending half their time with
#ch parent. These types of families
i no longer rare,

New styles

Within the traditional two-parent
limily, some people are consciously
dopting a new family life-style, such
6 mutual sharing of household du-
& Some businesses now give men
Blemity leave to spend with their
0ing children. “Househusband” is
iwerd in our vocabulary and is be-

::“"g a legitimate job choice for
i

Nﬂs:fg changes are being accompa-
be I‘/a correqundlng increase in
i |Vduelof individualism and per-
f,ﬁ:zinthmce. \}I’Ve hear phrases like
e gwmhysslf' and “doing my own
ki ich lr}d_scate considerable
Wi {O_H 'lndmdual decision. The
pEfSOna|ahl‘ s never too late to seek
il appiness and to set new
W il gammg strength. As a result

&mphasis on the individual’s

choice, we have a challenge of per-
sonal freedom, with the correspond-
ing challenge to avoid selfishness.

On the basis of our value systems
as Christians, we are necessarily
forced to respond to many kinds of
change affecting families. Among the
most significant trends in the Ameri-
can family are the following:

Ideas about families

There is an increasing belief in the
importance of the marital bond itself,
independent of the parent-child rela-
tionship. Marriage is not seen as
automatically implying procreation.
Reasons for marrying, then, are be-
coming more oriented toward com-
panionship. With longer life spans, a
married couple now will spend more
years together without children in the
home than with them there. Evidence
of marital satisfaction of older mates
shows these years to be very fulfilling

Letters of response

Reactions to this section on
family life, developed by the
American Lutheran Church’s
Office of Research and Analy-
sis, may be sent to the of-
fice at 422 S. Fifth St., Minne-
apolis, Minn. 55415, or to The
Lutheran Standard at 426 S.
Fifth St., Minneapolis, Minn.
55415, for possible use on the
“Mr. Editor’ page. Responses
also may be sent to the au-
thors if you wish to corre-
spond directly with them.

and happy ones. The current orienta-
tion to marriage views the relation-
ship as continually growing across all
the years of marriage. Seminars now
are offered in church and public
agencies on marital enrichment for
the currently married couple. Each
spouse in the marriage is viewed as
having a separate and important per-
sonal identity and personal goals
which strengthen the common rela-
tionship.

Work and school

Since World War Il, women have
been entering the labor market in
increasing numbers. Some economists
predict that for a family to have a
decent standard of living, both par-
ents will have to be employed. At
the present time, two of five workers
are female; 37 million women are in
in the labor force. And three-fifths of
all women workers are married and
living with their husbands. More than
27 million children under age 18
have working mothers. This large
female labor force is a pervasive fac-
tor of current family life, and it is a
trend which will continue to grow.
Families have to adapt to the dual-
work arrangement. Household chores
and family decisions are more likely
to be shared by both spouses.

Schools are responding to these
changes and increasing their role as
socializers of children. Schools feed,
nurse, and baby-sit children as well
as educate them, providing ever-
expanding programs of after-school
and vacation day care to accommo-
date working parents.

While contacts with kin continue
to be strong, especially among lower-
and upper-class families, the high
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mobility of families often cuts them
off geographically from relatives.
More and more babysitters are re-
cruited from outside the family, thus
exposing children to other adult fig-
ures but reducing one of the more
typical kinds of contacts with rela-
tives. Some churches have set up
artificial extended families, where
groups of individuals and families of
different ages meet together regular-
ly, maybe even live together, and act
much like a three-generation family.

Friendships richer

Adult friendships are becoming
more varied and richer for married
and non-married persons. Spauses
increasingly have separate as well as
common friends. Women in particu-
lar now have more friends of the
opposite sex; and while these friend-
ships are not necessarily sexual, they
are intimate and important to the
individuals. There is a rise in the
number of voluntary organizations
and clubs to which people with com-
mon interests and hobbies belong to
promote friendships.
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The women's liberation movement
has had a significant effect on most
dating and marital relationships. In
general, there is a trend toward more
egalitarian decision making in fami-
lies, more sharing of household
chores, including child rearing. Tra-
ditional sex roles are tempered with
the idea of individual liberation, al-
lowing a person to be all he or she
can be.

The so-called generation gap has
been studied and seems to be aver-
rated. The miscommunication which
does exist between parents and chil-
dren goes both ways. Parents may not
be caught up in the latest fads. But
children have little sense of what
their parents like, what they think or

value, and the types of sexual be-
havior they enjoy,

Fewer group activities

Families seem to engage in fewer
activities as a group, Not only are
there adult activities from which chil-

dren are excluded, and specific enter-

tainment for kids, byt there are spe-

cial events for preteens, teens, young
adults, couples, senior citizens, par-
ents without partners, and othen.
The family sometimes becomes
three-ring circus, coordinating the
schedules of all the members.
One unfortunate trend in fam>|ly
life seems to be an increase in vio-
lence in the home. Child abuse and
marital beatings now are reported
more frequently and may be occur-
ring more often. On the other haﬂd'
families seem more able to recognize
conflict and deal with it, more will
ing to seek help to reduce ;CJF()I_)'W“S
in their interpersonal relationships.

Types of families

While the “traditional” twO'Parem:
plus-children type of family WI“ pre
dominate, the variety of family types
also will increase. Some of the H’IIOTE
notable of such family types arée:

—single-parent families, who nO“;
constitute one in eight families {an
one in three nonwhite families). f

~—composite families, consisting_cl’
remarriage for two persons with chik

i
:
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| upe

fen from previous marriages. This
will increase as divorce in-

| e pecause remarriage rates tn

fie United States are very high.
_homosexual marriage, homosex-
gl cohabitation, bisexuality, and
option of children by homosexuals.
While one in ten adults in the United
iiates reportedly has had a voluntary
fomosexual experience, the actual
amber of persons who choose a
germanent homosexual life-style is
quite low.

_communal living, which may be

. motwated by economic and/or social

| Dremarital

easons. Communal arrangements
jay considerably with respect to the
smilarity or variety in the ages of
members, the amount of sexual con-
ucl between members, the similarity
lbextended families.

~child-free marriages, in which
muples make a decision to have no
thildren.

It appears safe to conclude that
fie most pervasive trend will be one
of serial progression through a num-
ber of family types and life-style
denatives. People will have more
han one arrangement, one after the
ther, throughout their lifetime.
Yesponding to these changes respon-
ibly will be a challenge for all per-
ans, including Christians.

Ttemendous stability

Moreover, in looking at all the
wssibly shocking evidence of change
0 the family, there is one dominant
message which is often overlooked.
fimilies have tremendous stability
™ adaptive skills. Families have
Undled death and grief, the inse-
whity of a father missing in war ac-
on, a child’s rejection of its parents,
pregnancies, unemploy-

i \
*, and other crises. Families pull

“%ether and cope.
:;“?“Ci_ms have high hopes for
s aS'T“llllles. People in the United
h lhe\,\: marry at the highest rate
oy (_)fld, still .think of marriage
expresgﬂj'fl}fe relationship, and still
il eslres to have children. This
“nce of families is an important

50y .
fae " f0r handling all the social
M8 around ys, w

th

Household of faith
must remain open to all

by Sue K. Hedahl

For many people, the word “family” no longer signifies
the traditional understanding of parents and children sharing one
household. The single life-style of many persons is a result of choice,
divorce, or being widowed. There is an increasing number of single-
parent families.

What do these changes mean for our relationships? And how do we
structure the life and programs of the church meaningfully to meet
the needs of Christians? Parishes find that the standard forms of family
worship and programming must be reconsidered in some ways. What
does it mean to a widower to hear an invitation to attend a ‘‘Family
Night” potluck dinner? How does the single person react to an invita-
tion from a church group calling itself “Pairs and Spares””? We need
to develop new sensitivities to the variety of life-styles in our congre-
gations. Family, in the traditional sense, must not be the sole criterion
by which all other life-styles are measured.

5t. Paul has an excellent phrase that can serve as a guide for con-
gregational life: he calls the followers of Christ the “household of
faith.” This welcoming term does not exclude any members of the
church who, by choice or circumstance, are not members of a tradi-
tionally defined family.

With imagination, tact, and love, we can share new community in
Christ in many ways as we seek to learn what the “household of faith”
means in our congregational life. =
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Family provides source of renewal

by Edward D. Schneider

There is often considerable
distance between our ideals and our
realities. This is true in our family re-
lationships no less than in other di-
mensions of our lives. But we need a
Christian perspective which takes
account both of ideals and of reali-
ties. A perspective encompassing only
ideals could be dismissed as utopian;
a perspective encompassing only
realities would offer no incentives for
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improvement, no vision of what
might be. “Without a vision, the
people perish.”

What vision of families and family
life grows out of our Christian per-
spective? Significantly, the scriptural
accounts of creation tell us that God
created humankind as male and fe-
male. This sexual polarity is the nat-
ural basis for our understanding of
human life in community; and it re-
minds us that the most fundamental
natural community of which we are a

part is the family. God's design of
creation reminds wus that we grow
and develop only in relation
others.

Ideally, the family provides the set.
ting for such growth. In a pastoral
letter, the U.5. Roman Catholic bigh.
ops have expressed this ideal: “Every
human being has a need and right
to be loved, to have a home wher
he or she can put down roots and
grow. The family is the first and in-
dispensable community in which this
need is met. Today, when produc
tivity, prestige, or even physical at-
tractiveness Is regarded as the gauge
of personal worth, the family has a
special vocation to serve as a place
where people are loved not for what
they do or what they have but simply
because they are.”

A basic structure

The family provides a basic struc-
ture within which human relation-
ships are nourished and human needs
fulfilled. Even where our realities ir-
trude upon our ideals, the family is
framework in which people sene
one another. While no parent is per-
fect, imperfect parents normally
serve their children’s basic needs be-
cause of the family structure. Like-
wise husbands and wives, even i
less than ideal marriages, are encour-
aged through the family to serve one
another.

In order for the family to be 2
genuinely caring community, it must
be established on the foundation of 2
covenanted loyalty between hushand
and wife. The promise of faithfulness
and commitment is a prel'ECIUmt‘e_for
any enduring union that can with-
stand the difficulties which are part
of the reality of any marriage an
every family. Without the promise &
love, comfort, honor, and keep each
other so long as both shall live, ther
might be an “arrangement of o™
venience,” but not a marriage upo"
which a caring community can be
buiit.

To view the family as 2 caring




qmmunity is to call into qUE‘Stlo.n
auch of the contemporary emphasis
» individualism and self—tulfliiment_
o recent years, Americans have
jaed much stress on the develop-
ot of the self. Terms like “self-
wareness,” “self-fulfiliment,”” “self-
| dI'SCOVEW," "self-determinanon,“ and
wiisufficiency’” pervade our think-

I

#r love and service

. fut an ethic of self-fulfillment and
gronal emancipation must also be
;ubjected to Christian scrutiny. “Lib-
}zration” can be a blessing and is
ifen presented as such in Scripture.
Iitit can also be a snare if we fail to
amprehend its essential Christian
daracter as liberation for love and
gnice. As 7. S. Eliot put it: “One
' lies, not to be free, but to be freed.
' ind 1o be freed from is meaningless
wless one has some notion of what
neis to be freed for.”

The apostle Paul said: “You were
iled to freedom, brethren: only do
Ut use your freedom as an oppor-
uniy for the flesh, but through love
®servants of one another.”” And the
vords of Jesus are pertinent: “Unless
igain of wheat falls into the earth
ind dies, it remains alone; but if it
' tes it bears much fruit,”

——

The family as a caring community
amot achieve its potential if family
| members proceed with an attitude
Eh says “What's in it for me?”
o in reality we know, from our
"penience of human sinfulness, that
.‘élr-cente:edness affects all our rela-
%ships, and often most profoundly
| hose at the deepest level.

Source of renewal

Jeirtw;nat'dthe point of discrepancy
r i eals.and realities that the
Im‘rlsnan family has access to a
de;?;e source‘of renewal. The gospel
5&Ilure§sq CIOdS forgiveness for our
o f:) Ove and care. In this lib-
iﬂdfailurom our own sense of guilt
i f0re" the Holy Spirit empowers
g EVe and to love. Love and
e Erness belong together; together
lealspf:;f:t :s fron‘wkseparating the
i ey the realities in a Chris-
Pective on family living. =
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How to strengthen families

by Dale Jamtgaard

The Christian congregation,
because it involves all members of a
family, has a unique opportunity to
strengthen family life. Your congrega-
tion can be used by God to double
the love, communication, and caring
within families. Encourage your con-

Biographical citations

Carl F. Reuss, Ph.D., director,
Office of Research and Anal-
ysis, ALC.

Carla Beth Howery, assistant
professor of sociology, Augs-
burg College, Minneapolis.

Sue Hedahl, assistant pastor,
University Lutheran Church of
Hope, Minneapolis.

Edward D. Schneider, assis-
tant director, Office of Re-
search and Analysis, ALC.

Dale Jamtgaard, director, Spe-
cial Programs Section, Lu-
theran Family Service of Ore-
gon.

gregation to form a task force of per-
sons who can give careful thought
and planning to the ways your con-
gregation might serve the needs of
families.

Perhaps the place to begin is by
observing the ways in which your
present congregational life is disrup-
tive of family relationships, and
suggest some changes. Does the
schedule of meetings make it difficult
for families to have evenings togeth-
er? What model does your pastor
offer if he is too involved in the
church to have time left for his fami-
ly? Find out if children feel left out
of the worship service and look for
ways to include them.

There are several areas in which
congregations have been and can be
effective in strengthening families, in-
cluding:

Whole-family involvement

With our individualistic orientation
to programming, we have found it
difficult to involve the whole family
at the same time. Shifting the goal
from the sharing of ideas to helping
people share how they are experi-
encing life can make it possible for
all ages to express themselves.

Family clustering, where four or
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five families meet for a series of
weekly meetings, can build relation-
ships within the families. Facilitators,
who usually have attended training
workshops, can help with learning
activities which give opportunity for
sharing and discovery.

“Cacoons” is the name given by
one congregation o ONgoing groups
comprised of families with and with-
out children, as well as some single-
parent and single-person families.
Coming together to work on some
joint activities, they discovered that
ongoing learning and support groups
become possible.

Family home evenings have long
been stressed by the Mormon church.
No meetings in the church are sched-
uled for that night. Trained people or
experienced families are made avail-
able to help new families get started.
Often two families will share this
family night. A guidebook is provided
with a variety of suggestions for both
learning and enjoyable activities. A
special treat usually concludes the
family time.

Church family nights should have a
program design in which both adults
and children can participate. Films
dealing with family situations can be
one way of giving each person some-
thing to talk about and learn from.

Marriage enrichment

Marriage courses and weekend
programs give couples an opportu-
nity to resolve some of the boredom
and conflict that often develops in a
marriage and to build a deeper rela-
tionship of trust, affection, and un-
derstanding, effected through honest
communication skills. They involve
couples in a process rather than just
teach concepts about marriage, Your
Lutheran Social Service or Family
Service agency may have a course
that could be offered not only to
your congregation but also as a ser-
vice to your community, Several for-
mats for marriage encounter retreats
have been developed by various
church bodies.

Parent-child relationship

Parenting courses, such as Effec-
tiveness Training for Lutherans, have
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given many parents new skills, Pro-
grams which offer understanding and
skill development give new hope to
parents who want to fulfill their God-
given role.

Parent-child programs, involving
both parents and children, can both
give information and foster dialog.
Sex-education programs, for exam-
ple, might involve both parents and
children. Parts of confirmation in-

For further reading:
General:

Elizabeth Achtemeier, The
Committed Marriage. Philadel-
phia: The Westminster Press,
1976,

Oscar E. Feucht (Editor),
Helping Families Through the
Church. St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1971,

Textbook:

J. Richard Udry, The Social
Context of Marriage. Philadel-

phia: J. B, Lippincott Compa-
ny, 1966.

struction might be structured in this
way,

Personal growth

More congregations are finding
that with courses and small growth
fellowship groups, they can be a re-
source for members as they work out
their everyday problems. The most
effective group experience inc!udgs
careful listening, sharing of God's
Word, the use of psychological un-
derstanding, prayer, and faith in
God's promises.

Resources for such groups include
packaged programs like The Edge of
Adventure,* the Art of Christian Re-
lationships,** books for study and
discussion, and films on human rela-
tions. You might consulit your Luther-
an Social Service on the many new
materials available in the field of
growth education.

In congregations where membef;
share their everyday problems an
deepest concerns and where lh;V
find love, acceptance, and help, 1"
excitement of the good news ©
God’s love in Christ abounds. *

* The Edge of Adventure by Keith TIII!;I:‘I:"::

Bruce Larson. Creative Resources, 76703,
of Word, Inc., Box 1790, Waco, Texas ! il

** Art of Christian Relationships. Augsburg
lishing House, Minneapolis, Minn.
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uestion box

- William A. Poovey

jase explain Isaiah 45:7 as trans-
yod in the King James Version: “l
qm the light and create darkness; 1
e peace and create evil. | the
o do all these things.” Does God
ally create evil? E.P., Wis.

[

‘ The word “evil” as 1t appears In
ane ranslations of the Bible can
:m confusion, for sometimes it
wins sinful and at other times it
‘e the idea of something un-
gt or troublesome. Thus judg-
Lunl an be considered evil if we
#on the receiving end of the judg-
@il A tornado, for example, is evil
W itisn't sinful.

God can never be thought of as
sesaurce of sin. As John reminds us,
(od is light and in him i1s no dark-
matall” (1 John 1:5). A quick look
isme other translations will show
ke meaning of the passage in
wslion, Moffat says ‘1 bring bliss
{2 alamity.” The Revised Standard
| it50n renders the key words as “I
e weal and woe.” The New
“icn Bible Society version says,
bing both blessing and disaster.’”
"ﬁne franslation by conservative
(dars, The New International Ver-
" says, “l bring prosperity and
B disaster.”” All these translations
i lhat the writer has no intention
i)'fﬂfmg that God is the author of

|l~Vhen You observe that this chap-
ff'n‘ﬁ iddressed to a heathen king,
:’; lféedrpeaning becomes even
- .m 0d's people were in cap-
d an area thqt was under
E éontrol. God is pictured as
Wrg yruslio allow the Jews to
"o their native land.

§
‘ s.m heathen people tended to pop-

[5:‘ the universe with many gods.
!L go‘ia?FOl{ghl blessings, another
e anO:I:mtles. One ruled over
Iy suCher.comrolled the sea.
W e Circumstances Cyrus

#ily figure that while the

goes God create evil?

God of Israel was urging him to let
the Jews go, another god might make
him suffer for his actions.

So the writer of lsaiah 45 pictures
God as saying, “Don’t believe any of
that nonsense. | am the only real
God. All things are under my con-
trol.” Cyrus didn’t need to have any
fear that a rival god would punish
him for his actions. For the only true
God was ordering him to act, and
everything was and is in his hands.

Two truths about Bible study are
involved in this question. The one is
that we are extremely fortunate today
to have many fine translations of the
Bible. At times this multiplicity of
versions may seem confusing, but
the various translations often help us
to understand the meaning of God's
Word. The other is that we always
need to look at the context. A verse
from the Bible can be very mislead-
ing unless we consider carefully the
speaker and the circumstances.

NEW COLUMNIST

Dr. William A. Poovey, in this
issue, becomes the "Question
Box" columnist for The Lutheran
Standard. Until his recent retire-
ment, he served as professor of
preaching at Wartburg Seminary
in Dubuque, lowa, for nearly 20
years. From 1939 to 1957, he was
pastor of congregations in Mon-
terey Park, Calif., San Antonio,
Tex., and Memphis, Tenn. He is
secretary of the American Lu-
theran Church Board of Pen-
sions and previously served on
the church’s Commission on Re-
search and Social Action.

He is author of a score of
books, including the recently
published volumes, The Prayer
He Taught and The Days Before
Easter.

The Editor

Why is it that while we in the Luther-
an church are trying to update the
language of the Service, we seem to
be going backward to elaborate vest-
ments that look like something out
of the Middle Ages? An alive church
should emphasize good preaching,
good hymn singing, and a simple ser-
vice that relates to 1977 rather than
the 1500s. L.K., Ohio

The famous theologian, Helmut
Thielicke, once wrote about clergy
who neglect texts for textiles. You
obviously agree with him. But no one
would say liturgical vestments are
necessary for the proper worship of
God.

The church always has a twofold
task. It must proclaim the gospel to
the world of today. It also must wit-
ness to the unchangeable nature of
that gospel through the ages. In wor-
ship these two tasks often seem to
be in conflict. The updated liturgy
speaks to the world of 1977. The
form of the service, including the
vestments, can remind us of our link
to Christians from the past.

There is another side of the story
as far as colorful vestments are con-
cerned. We live in a multi-media
world where color and costumes are
part of life. Look what has happened
to men’s clothing these days. In such
a world, worship must appeal to all
the senses. Thus the use of colorful
robes may not be a harking back to
the Middle Ages at all. It is a part of
the contemporary scene and even if
we hadn’t had an earlier tradition of
more elaborate robes, we probably
would introduce them anyway.

Christian worship should be joyful
worship and the grand banners and
colorful costumes used in the wor-
ship service are an effort to express
this joy. If God has given us such a
beautiful world outside, why should
our worship of him be dull in
church? =
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From the president

Outreach and you

You people in the parishes will
determine whether there will be
renewed evangelical outreach in the
church. Church councils and con-
ventions can pass resolutions and
national offices can provide assistance,
but the actual doing of evangelical
outreach depends on the laity and
clergy in the congregations.

Three things motivated the Church
Council of the American Lutheran
Church (ALC) to declare 1977 a year
of special emphasis on evangelical
outreach. One was the ever-present
command of Christ that his people
“Go, make disciples.” A second was
the obvious need for a renewed
outreach effort from the congregations
of the church. The third was the
conviction that the people of the
church were ready and asking for
such a renewed effort.

Nobody is questioning the first
two of those reasons. The day is at
hand to make the third one stand up.
That puts the responsibility on each
of us. From here we—the men, women,
and children of ALC congregations
—will determine whether a renewed
surge of evangelical strength will
move through the church,

Abundant resources

There are resources. ALC national
and district offices have been busy.
The Division for Life and Mission in
the Congregation (DLMC) has taken
primary responsibility for developing
resources for congregations. The
Office of Communication and Mission
Support (OCMS) has provided skills
with various media. The Division for
Theological Education and Ministry
(DTEM) has given basic theological
strength to the resources. Augsburg
Publishing House has devoted major
efforts to producing materials,

The district offices have recruited
key people to give leadership and
training to congregational efforts.
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Just about all of the national and
district staff have found some way to
contribute to the support of the
evangelical outreach effort.

As a result of all these efforts,
Bible studies, books, and filmstrips
are available for parish use. Various
opportunities for training will be
offered throughout the church.
Evangelists are on call if special
services are wanted. People will be
available to assist congregations in
various ways.

Front-line witnesses

All of these, however, are back-up
efforts. They are support services for
the front-line witnesses. They will
amount to nothing unless the people
in the congregations take up the
outreach responsibilities. The truth of
the matter is that you who read THE
LuTHERAN STANDARD, vou who are
members of Trinity and Zion and
Good Shepherd and Our Savior’s and
all those other congregations, will
determine whether ALC congregations
are captured by evangelical zeal.

Our Lord wants everyone to he
involved in evangelical outreach.
Some will work in many wayvs; others
wi'l offer particular service. Every.
body can be involved, however, in
making ALC congregations vigorous
centers of Christian outreach.

All of us can be prayer evangelists.
Evangelical Qutreach needs to be
undergirded with heartfelt prayer.
You who are confined to home or
room or bed can form a special prayer
cadre. You can pray for the ;
Evangelical Outreach effort, for the
congregations of the church, for those
who bear witness to Christ, and for
those to whom the witness is horpe,

Fervent prayer js indispensable to
CVEry strong movement of the Spirit,
I ask you to Pray that God will stir
up the spirit of evangelical outreach
among his people in the ALC.

Almost all of us cap be friendsh;
evangelists. We make friends g work
in our neighborhoods, in the many :
different ways in which humap be{ngs
have contact with each other. Itis
natural and right for friends to shage
important elements of life together
We invite each other to meaningfy|
occasions in our ]ives-—birthdays,
graduations, weddings, parties.
dinners, or an evening of convers,
tion. Friendships ought to lead us tg
share our Christian faith, to share oy
fellow.ship in the church.

Surveys indicate that the large
majority of people brought into 2
congregation’s faith and fellowsh;
were invited originally by friends,
Invitations to worship, to Bible
studies, to adult classes, to church
schoal, to youth meetings, to service
projects may prove to be avenues to
faith in Christ and life in his chureh,
I ask you to invite your friends who
are not active in a church to join you
in the life of your congregation.

Most of us are able to be witness
evangelists. That is, we are able to
witness in direct ways to the power
and love of Christ. We are able to tel
others about the gospel. All of us can
do this within the family circle. Most
of us can reach out beyond the famiy
and find occasions for direct witness
to friends and acquaintances. Some
have special gifts which make it
possible to bear witness to Christ with
just about anybody.

Overcome fears

Each of Christ’s disciples is asked
to find appropriate ways to tell
others about the gospel. You may
have to find your way by trial and
error, The critical thing is that vou
make the effort. I ask you to rise
above your natural fears and ﬁnd‘
ways to be a bold witness to God’s
grace in Christ.

God has prepared ALC congregé-
tions for a time of strength in ‘
evangelical outreach. You are the ke}t
to that strength. In the name of Christ |
our Lord, I ask you to stand strong
in the grace of God and to make his
American Lutheran Church zealous
in evangelical outreach.
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\this table...and ours .........

We give thanks at our
Lord's table, but do we
remember to do the same
it our own table?

Ceorge Bernard Shaw, a
geal English playwright, once re-
aived a letter from a student who
sked for one of his best words.

The student wrote, “My dear
Mr. Shaw: | read today that you
aea wealthy man because of your
writing. | un-
derstand that

ai.“" "'EL..L if one took
{ | the amount of
yvour wealth
and divided it

by the num-
ber of words
that you have
written in your
lifetime, it
would come
out to about a
lling a word. | enclose one shil-

ng. Please send me one of your
best words."”

(-3
¢
oe guP

THANKS

He was surprised to receive in
the mail an envelope with Shaw's
®um address on it. Inside the en-

“lope, on a sheet of paper, was a
ngle word: “Thanks."

Our attitude

‘ fwe as Christians had only one
:md o describe our attitude to-
d God, toward others, and to-
"id all of life, this ought to be
rword: Thanks.

MH&VE n

0 anx| £
bing” lety about any

o sai{:i the apostle Paul, “‘but
phc"ﬁ_wthmg by prayer and sup-
dtion with thanksgiving let

I Tequests be mad
g Phil. 4:6) ade known to
f

om the et word Tor

The Lord's Supper gathers us at
the tatle of thanksgiving. This
is the way it should be at every
table where Christians meet.

thanksgiving we get the English
word, Eucharist, which is another
name for Holy Communion. Eu-
charist means “thanksgiving” and
the word itself points to part of
the meaning of that meal. For in
the Lord’s Supper we give thanks
to God for all that we are and for
all that he has given us.

At all times

In our Service, the leader says,
“Let us give thanks unto the Lord
our God,” and we respond, “It is
meet and right so to do.” Then
we declare that we should give
thanks ““at all times, and in all
places.”

Later in the Words of Institution,
the action of Jesus is proclaimed
to us: “Qur Lord...took bread;
and, when he had given thanks,
he brake it and gave it to his dis-
ciples. .. .” Likewise, “he took the
cup ...and, when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them....”

As we conclude the sacramental
meal, we sing, “O give thanks
unto the lord, for he is good,”
and we pray, “We give thanks to
thee, Almighty God, that thou hast
refreshed us. .. "

Finally, we exclaim, “‘Bless we
the Lord,” and respond, “Thanks
be to God.”

So the Lord’s Supper gathers us
at the table of thanksgiving. We
are there for the Eucharist and at
each step in our worship we give
thanks to God.

This is the way it should be, not
only at the Lord’s Table, but at ev-
ery table where Christians gather.

Before we begin to eat, we bless
our Lord in giving thanks. We teach
our children, “God 1s great, God is
good. Let us thank him for this
food.” This too is a “eucharistic’
prayer. So are other children’s
prayers, including, “Thank you for
the world so sweet; thank you for
the food we eat.”

Awesome truths

Christians cannot consider the
world around them without being
awed by his wonder. Christians
cannot think of their dependence
on God, who provides them with
life and health and daily bread,
without being struck with a sense
of gratitude. Christians cannot re-
ceive the magnificent gifts of for-
giveness and life in Christ without
responding with thanks.

Thank you, God. We say it in
the Eucharist at the table of our
Lord. But we also say it every day
at our own table and “at all times,
and in all places.” =

Walther is pastor of
the Warrenton-Waldeck Lutheran
Parish, Warrenton, Tex.
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It's later than you think

Only three minutes—not a long span
of time. Just 180 seconds or one-twentieth of an
hour. It is the time it takes for the sand to run through
an egg timer or the time required to pick up the mail
or to walk to the bus.

Within three minutes, military battles can be lost
or won; athletic contests can be changed from defeat
to victory; and decisions can be made in the parlia-
ments of governments which affect the lives of mil-
lions of people.

A so-called act of God can cause a catastrophe or

an errand of mercy can save thousands—all within
three minutes.

Within three minutes, an accident may snatch a
life of one while the giving of medication may save

the life of another. Time is no respecter of persons or
events.

If you knew that what you do in the next three
minutes would be the groundwork for the rest of your
lite, what would you do and what kind of life would
you have? For in three minutes, a person may be lost
or won for Christ. That person may be you.

This meditation will take about three minutes to
read. If you are motivated by what you read to for-
sake wrongful ways and to follow Christ; if another
person is encouraged to forgive and to be forgiven;
or if still another is led to take up a cross daily in

service to our Lord, then these words will not have
been written in vain.

“It is full time now for you to wake from sleep,"
wrote the apostle Paul to the Romans (13:11). In the

language of our day, we might say: It's later than
you think.

The Rev. Louis F. Mertz
chaplain ot Donald N. Sharp
Memorial Community Hospital,

San Diego, Calif.
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It's good news

Like early_
crocuses in
spring snow

by James A. Nestingen

The lessons for the Sunday
of the Transfiguration of our Lord
and the first Sunday in Lent are full
of promise. They are like a pair of
early crocuses sticking purple heads
through spring snow. And the prom-
ise—given first to the people of
Israel—is now, in Christ, given also to
each of us,

Deuteronomy 34:1-12—the First
Lesson for Transfiguration Sunday—
is a eulogy to Moses, the great law-
giver who led the Hebrew people on
their exodus from slavery in EgypL
Like most eulogies, it passes Ovef
Moses' liabilities to concentrate ON
his assets.

A tribute to Moses

Moses” stammering impatience and
his murder of an Egyptian taskmaster
are ignored. He is portrayed as the
greatest of the prophets, God’s agent
in Israel’s deliverance, one so full of
power that even at the ripe old age
of 120 “his eye was not dim, nor his
natural force abated” (v. 7). The pa

Based on the First Lesson lexts 'Oge';"
Transfiguration of Our Lord (Feb. in
Deut. 34:1-12; and the First Sunday
Lent (Feb. 27), Deut. 26:5-10.



a5 gladhearted and thankful

Aute, full of the joy of remem-

, Ance.

vl there is something tragic about
wes story. After his fierce battles
i the pharaoh, the great plagues,
«f his desperate attempts to keep
« people faithful in their wilderness
underings, Moses died with the
umised land only in sight.

tod took Moses up on Mount
w0 to let him view the land prom-
« 1o provide a home for lIsrael.
it aiter more than 40 years of tus-
ig with the great and the not so
[yt of both Egypt and his own peo-
% Moses was denied what he had
nioubtedly hoped for most—the
fince to plant his feet in a land the
wple could call their own. His
mphecy, his signs and wonders, his
, iadeyes and strong back, could not
utpone his death long enough so
fithe could see the fulfillment of
' hope,

Tie promise is even clearer in the
%o for the first Sunday in Lent,
Heronomy 26:5-10. It is a stew-
“hip text for the people of Israel,
| ‘fsage about the necessity of of-
% 1o God the first fruit of the
M8l [v. 10). But verses five through
"t in ali likelihood one of the
;w ancient creeds of Israel-—the
't Testament equivalent of the
ks Apostles’ Creed.

Wlofhope

_‘ﬂke the creed, these verses from
‘::lleronomy 26 are full of hope.
‘4' e a recital of God's mighty
r.'J‘:;eplfevtf:unting how he delivered his
e c?-drhen we cried to the LORD,
|10R[51 of our Fathers, and the
e tard our voice, and saw our
i T our toil and our oppres-
I 'ind the LORD brought us out

{

God took Moses up on Mount Nebo and let him view the promised land.

The Lenten season
(Feb. 23 to Apr. 8)

Lent is the annual pilgrimage by the
people of God. It takes place in a 40-
day retreat marked by prayer and in-
creased devotion to the Word of Ged,
self-examination and repentance, and
finally, meditation upon Jesus' passion
and death. We die to sin and self
through our crucified Lord.

of Egypt with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm, with great terror,
with signs and wonders; and he
brought us into this land, a land
flowing with milk and honey” (vv.
7-9).

Hope-filled words

The people of Israel, however, had
to repeat these hope-filled words in
the face of all kinds of tragedy: in
the death of Moses, in the midst of
famine and drought, and in turmoil
when Cyrus came like the grim reap-
er and Nebuchadnezzar came to car-
ry them away from the land God had
given them.,

Why is the hope given in the
promise so closely tied in with trag-
edy? Is God playing Ping-Pong with
us, bouncing us back and forth be-

tween great promise and equally
great suffering? Is it like the end of
winter, when every warm wind seems
to be followed by a blizzard so that
crocuses, fooled into blooming early.
have to sit in the snow?

Many surprises

It seems like it. God is so full of
surprises, it is hard to know what to
expect next. Israel found that out and
50, in Christ, do we.

But one thing is certain—that God
keeps his word and, as Paul says in
the Second Lesson for the opening
Sunday of Lent, that “word is near
us.” It breaks into our slavery and
oppression, into the midst of our
Egypts, to give certainty and comfort.

God does not sit on mountaintops
arbitrarily mixing joy and suffering.
He himself has come in Christ to
take on our despair and break it. He
did, he does, and he will. =

Nestingen is a church
history instructor at
Luther Seminary in
St. Paul, Minn.
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The growing concern

that became
‘a common concern

e

l‘hc vear was 1902,

and in Appleton, Wijs-

consin, Albert Voecks,
Gottlieb D. Ziegler and
William H. Zuehlke, Sr., \
saw a dream come frue. .3
The necessary 500 members had ™

been secured and Aid Association

for Lutherans was chartered to do
business as a fraternal benefit
society. There were two simple and
specific reasons for this charter.
They still are among the reasons for
AAL’s existence today. Our first
members wanted to protect their
futures and their families with the

commo

ﬁonwnm

best life insurance
¥ /| possible. And they
¥/ wanted to conduct
y / fraternal and benevolent
“activities to share God's
gifts. Today, there are over

"—"a million Lutherans in AAL

with over $8 billion of life insurance
in force. And the desire to share
God’s gifts has extended beyond
AAL’s membership to touch thou-
sands of people in every corner of
America. We don’t think the small
group of Lutherans who started
AAL would be surprised at what
we are doing today. Just pleased.

Worth

Aid Association for Lutherans Appleton, Wisconsin '

* Fraternalife® Insurance

Life « Health » Retirement




