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As time went on. difficult task- were allotted to liim; 
lie attended St. Paul, or was sent by him to represent him 
when he had any communications to make to the congrega
tions: for St. Paul knew that "he worketh the work of the 
Lord as I also do." 1 Cor. 16, 10; P il. 2, 22. W'e love to 
read the letters Paul wrote him; tlwy are full of fatherly 
affection, and trust, and admonition, and warning, and in
struction. and encouragement to persevere in the good pro
fession he had made. 

The time came when Timothy'- gnat teacher was taken 
away from him, through the sword of' the executioner. How 
weak he must have felt then, with tl storms howling about 
him. and so many frightened, so man\ erring, and so many 
weak Christians looking to him for instruction and guidance! 
Then did he turn the more intently to the meditation of the 
sound doctrine of the blessed Gospel committed to his charge; 
then did he the more single-heartedly look unto the Pedeerner, 
who had bought him with a price, who in Hi- Gospel wa-
present to Timothy, who had borne the cros- for him. tmi 
was now raised on high for him, sayiim : "Where I am. there 
shall also My servant be." John 1*2, 26. 

In this service Timothy remained faithful, unti . accord
ing to Nicephorus, an ancient historian, he was clubbed to 
death at a heathen feast given in honor of the godd- -- Diana 
similar to that recorded in Acts 19. 

Let us pray that we, too, may be 1 ik< minded, like faith fid. 

S o u t h  E u c l i d .  0 .  I P  M .  Z O R N .  

O u r  G r e a t  O p p o r t u n i t y .  
We have become sufficiently versed in military science in 

recent years to know that an army on the defensive cannot win 
a campaign. It must assume the offensive in order to win. 
This holds good in all contests. It holds good with rob rence 
to our Lutheran Church. We are on the defensive. In order 
t o  w i n ,  w e  m u s t  t a k e  t h e  o f f e n s i v e .  T h e  L u i  I I I  W A X  \ \  I T X I  - S  

has said enough about-the nece—ity of defensive measure- to 
offset the attacks which have been made upon our churches 
and schools. All that has been -aid on this , . however, 
is only preliminary to a much larger issue — the organization 
for conquest and victory. Victory shall be ours if we recog
nize our opportunity. As we said in our last issue: "1 we 
meet the new demand with energy and wisdom, a day of 
opportunity will br ushered in for our Synod such as she has 
never had before" We shall now explain the italics in which 
this last sentence was printed in the editorial on "The Lan
guage Question." 

The opportunity which we have i- the opportunity which 
the Gospel Church has in a country in which so-called Chris
tian Churches have very generally ceased to be true to the 
commission: "Preach the Gospel. 

The evidence for the falling away of the Christian Church 
in America from the Gospel of Christ is overwhelming. There 
just comes to hand a copy of Christian Work, a widely read 
sectarian publication. This paper say- in the issue before us 
that the earth will not be consumed by fire, that there will be 
no Judgment Day. that Christ will never again appear in 
visible form. (p. 599 f.) Christ does not teach regeneration, 
nor demand "what we call conversion." (p. 602.) In Bloom-
ington, 111., a Baptist preacher recently said : "We modify and 

expand our conception of God from what we learn from science 
and philosophy." The Centenary Outlook, a paper serving 
a Terre Haute parish, reports a sermon bv a Presbvterian in 
which the following sentence appears: "The business of the 
modern church is to stimulate and inspire society to seek its 
own salvation in its own ways." 

Just so: salvation by works, or as it is sometimes called 
"salvation by character," "salvation by service," — that is the 
aim of the modern Church. Social reform i- the keynote of 
most of so-called Christian activity in our country. And the 
results are evident on even hand. The churches are rapidly 
h sing the hold on their membership. Hence the sensational 
methods of pulpit-work. Instead of preaching Christ, and 
righteousness, and redemption, and salvation through faith in 
the divine Mediator, there are discussions on such subjects 
as these: "Are we a Nation of Doughfaces ?", "The Feminist 
Movement," "The Fools in tin Bible and the Fools in Greater 
Boston," "Getting Hon from Third," "Charlie Chaplin's 
Half Million." "Hyphens and Adjectives," "The Need of a 
Xcw City Hall," "The Ventilation of the Public School 
Buildings." And then the descent to such silliness as this, 
to raise the rent for the church: "One Night in Florida, and 
everything green and yellow in Sunday-school room of ..., Pa., 
on the evening of Saturday. May *20, 1016. Think of the 
supper for 25 cents for adults. 15 cuts for children. An 
orange grove and a potato patch with scary scarecrows. A big 
Southern cake-walk at 10 o'clock. Ice cream, orangeade, home
made candy, and peanut- or -ale. Come! Come! If you 
don't come, you'll be sorry. Good time for everybody." 

Do you suppose that, there are not thousands of Chris
tian- in the sects of our country who are sick of this sort of 
thing? "The hungry sheep look up and are not fed." They 
arc famishing for the bread of life. Where shall they find it? 

Listen to tin- complaint of a Presbyterian parishioner, 
addressed to a denominational paper: "If the ministers of 
to-day keep on cutting this thing and that thing out of the 
Caterhism and the Bible, we poor plain people won't know 
whether wo are going or coming. I also enclose a clipping 
from yesterday'.- paper, and ask you what these Liberals 
believe in. It seems to me that if one attempts to form hi- ' 
faith by the different beliefs of the men composing this group, 
what kind of a faith would you have? The Rev. L not 
believing in Christ as a Savior; the Rev. S not believing 
in hell; the Rev. P believing in every man for himself, 
and the devil take the hindmost; and Dr. M consigning 
the Catechism to the junk-pile. This certainly is liberalism 
with a vengeance." 

In the Presbyterian of last year we read: "For too long 
a time has the Church of the living God forgotten her main 
purpose. She has allowed her chief message to be side-tracked. 
At times she has even taught it is no difference what a man 
believes, and all the while that man has been hastening to 
the bar of God, where he will be called upon to answer, 'What 
think ye of Christ?' She has been taken up with trivialities, 
when the world, unknowing, was walking upon the thin 
crust of a volcano. A few years ago the writer sat under a 
sermon where we were bidden to 'do,' 'do,' 'do,' until the heart 
was sick and the soul faint, for not one word was uttered 
as to the only Source of Power that gives strength for the 
tasks of the day. As far as Christ was concerned, this mes
sage from a Presbyterian pulpit might have been delivered 



THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 179 

from the platform of an Ethical Culture Club. At the close 
of the service a man in the middle aisle faced the writer fairly 
over intervening pews. He was only known by name as 
Mr. So-and-so. But what held the writer's eyes and burned 
into the memory was the look on the man's face — a hok of 
intense, wistful sdul-hung<T. The next morning, that 
man entered the elevator of his office building, he fell dead. 
The last sermon he had heard had left Christ utterly our. 
The man may have been a Christian : the writer does not know. 
But if so, he was a hungry Christian. Via! doubtless there 
were unsaved sinners present, men who were going out to
morrow into the battle of life, whore sudden death might wait, 
and they not ready to meet their Cod." 

These are the plaints of Christians among the Unformed 
sects. But what is being done to satisfy these demands for 
a return to Gospel-preaching? Very little indeed. Year after 
year the divinity schools arc turning out classes of graduates 
who believe neither the inspiration of the Bible, nor the 
divinity of Christ, nor just ideation by faith. And so the 
believing souls in these denominations tire for refuge from 
agnosticism and infidelity to — Billy Sunday! 

Are we, then, to lea re the GO,000.000 unchurched in our 
country to the sects? Is not the greatest missionary oppor
tunity confronting us, now that the lie formed Churches, by 
their own confession, have to a great extent departed from 
the very fundamentals of Christianity? Wh.-n ih. re are so 
many souls famishing for the limpid waters of -a\ing truth, 
has not the Church of the unadulterated, uneompromised 
Gospel a tremendous opportunity? \o one can deny that our 
greatest mission-field is not China, nor India, nor Brazil, hut 
the United States of America. 

Oh, that Lutherans of the Synodi.-aI Conference would 
see their opportunity and throw every ounce of power that 
they have into the conflict! Oh, that our congregations were 
awake to their privilege of becoming rallying-points for the 
forces of evangelical Christianity, harbors of refuge for those 
who are beginning to despair. -aving. "" I a: i h is dead"! 

Why should we he.-itate to enter upon an intensive m — 
nonary campaign to reach those who have become disgusted 
with the methods of sectarian preachers and are now without 
church-connections? Why should we ignore the opportunity 
which we now have to become a haven to all true Christians 
who are betrayed by their preachers, who are no longer served 
by faithless shepherds, even, but have become the prey of 
ravening wolves? Unionism and indifferentism are spreading 
in an alarming manner. Men are languishing for positive 
teaching, for strong assertion, for preaching based on rock-
foundation, for a Church which does not dally with all kinds 
of reform schemes, but says: "<) earth, earth, earth, hear the 
Word of the Lord !" "Ho, every one that thirsteth ! Drink of 
the Water of Life freely !" 

Now, who are these people among whom the Lord lias 
placed us as a beacon, pointing to the haven of salvation? 
They are the English-speaking public of the I nited States. 
Time was when our Synod rightly concentrated all its work 
upon the service to the German immigrant. That was the 
time, in the sixties, seventies, and eighties, when German 
immigrants came bv the hundred thousand every year. That 
time is past. Immigration had practically ceased fifteen years 
before the war, and much of the material that came was 

hardened in unbelief. The present writer, while serving a 
Chicago church, in five years gained one solitary recent immi
grant, onr out of more than 1,000 accessions to his church! 
After the war what? Shall we limit our missionary work to 
the task of regaining lapsed members, or of collecting into 
congregations the stray members of older congregations who 
settle in tiie Western State.-? This we generally call Home 
M --ion Inni rc Minion. It is highly important work; 
none of us w< uld deny that ; hut the question is: Shall we 
limit our missionary work to those who can be reached only 
through the German language, or at least those who are of 
German st<>» k ? This has been our policy too long. In the 
first session of the Synodical Conference, in 1872, a paper was 
read on the subject: "Our Duty over against the English-
speaking Population of Our Country.*' There the point was 
made, which we now urge, that, while reaching what we can 
reach throng! the medium of the German language, we ought 
t" regard the unchurched English-speaking element as our 
great missionary field. The duty was recognized forty-seven 
years ago. I low have we lived up to it? 

But this is 1918. We now have no choice. Real mis
sionary work (as distinguished from collecting stray members 
or reconverting the lapsed) we shall be able to do only among 
the Engl -h-speaking population.1 ' 

But tin.- irresistibly leads to another conclusion. The 
attitude of the popular mind over against the German tongue 
- •• o "i hitter hatred. No matter what we do and say in 

a patriotic way. if we show a determination to keep our 
Church Ii1 r n'in, e-pecially by training our children through 
the milium of German in religion, we shall absolutely forfeit 
<oir cppori unity io preach the Word of God to those millions 
w 1 are Ik i rave by hireling shepherds, and are now laid at 
our door to be pointed in the way of eternal life. These are 
the l'a< -. Let us look them square in the face and recognize 
our duty. 

The Li i  mi  i ;a . \  Wi txi  -- has not suggested, and does not 
now suggest, that we turn a linguistic handspring, and con-
\e i i u wwk pieejpitatelv intc English. Put a pin there. 
On tlie other hand, we In Id that the hand of Providence, in 
the change which this war is working with reference to things 
German in America, point.- to the English field as the future 
of our Church. 

We cannot remain a German-language body. This has 
been recognized by most of us during the past ten or fifteen 
yours. A- long as there had to he a body to which Lutheran 
immigrants could turn. t :  on was an excuse for keeping up 
in our schools the u.-e of the German language as the medium 
for religious instruction, in an English-speaking countrv. 
Since this purpose now is no longer served, and lias been 
served to only a negligible extent since 1910 or earlier, there 
is no reason w h\ German should he perpetuated through our 
schools. Unless, indeed, the purpose of establishing our 
schools was not religion, but the preservation of the German 
tongue! The acid test is now being applied. 

And here another thought obtrudes itself: If we are 
to organize for new Gospel-victories, can we permit the de
plorable condition to continue that we have a hundred tliou-

1 ) The exceptions to this rule merely serve to accentuate 
the rule. 
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sand young j»•>"(>1«- who have not'the ability to express the 
simplest religious concepts in English? Are they to be pie-
vented from testifying to their faith because we insist upon 
limiting their religious vocabulary to a foreign tongue.' 1 hey 
speak English, think English, — until they are asked to pro
fess their religion. When we had to prepare for great throngs 
of immigrants, for whom the German language was an 
attraction, there was reason for preserving the German-lan
guage character of our Church by training our children in 
German. That one and only justification has now lapsed. 
There is no spiritual need which cannot be served by an 
English-language church. Rev. 14, 6. 

But the language in the schools will settle itself. It is not 
possible to maintain German in our schools when the American 
public insists upon its abolition in the public schools. The 
hatred of things German is a natural one. Moreover, the 
movement to make this a one-language people will not be 
staved.2' Insistence on the use of German in the schools will 
simply mean that we lose our schools. And we need our 
parochial schools, no matter what the future of the German 
language may be. 

The language of our church-services is still to a great 
extent German. Let it remain so where people would be de
prived of the comforts of the Gospel by a change. Where there 
is no English-speaking missionary material in the parish-
lines of the congregation, the Lord's commission is fully 
served by preaching in the German tongue. Moreover, the 
writer holds that the Government, state and national, should 
guarantee to our churches — if they have given proof of their 
loyalty — free permission to use German as the language of 
worship. (We are now not speaking of the schools.) But 
this does not mean that German-language congregations should 
bring their influence to bear upon the Synod as a whole to 
remain a German-language body. This is the nub of the 
entire situation. 

Thus it is that the language question is the deciding 
factor in discussing the issue: Shall we remain a missionary 
Church, or shall we cease being one simply because the days 
of German in the United States are counted? This question 
will be answered by the events. 

Xo one would here dream of interfering with the sover
eign right of each congregation to settle its own affairs. No 
one, let us add, will judge the missionary sense of the indi
vidual congregation solely by its attitude over against the 
language question. There are English congregations which 
are deplorably deficient in missionary ardor; there are German 
congregations which are contributing very heavily to mis
sions; the question is not one of applying a new standard to 
our congregations. There are, we repeat it, congregations 
which simply have no English field locally. But all such con
gregations, while doing right in retaining their German 
services, would be doing wrong if they would throw their 
influence into the scales against the tendency elsewhere to 
make short shrift of the German language in school and 
church where the need does not exist, where the use of German 
rouses public hostility, and where as English congregations 

2) This holds good even if calmer judgment again should 
prevail and the cultural value of a knowledge of German should 
again be recognized by a reinstatement of German-language instruc
tion in high schools and colleges, as it ought to be. 

they have at once a vast expansion of local missionary 
opportunity. 

Xo, there never has been such an opportunity for our 
Church as she now has, in an age of indifferentism and sec
tarian decay, to hold high the standard of Christ and His 
doctrine in the language of the American people. G. 

Spirits, New and Old. 
There are numerous indications that the old and thread

bare spiritualism of fifty years ago believes itself ready for 
a revival. Stories in the magazines employ the handy device 
of spirits in increasing numbers. Serious articles appear, 
signed by well-known men, with the object of popularizing 
the "new revelations." In recent years there have been many 
books published in the interest of the belief in spirits. The 
most pretentious organization to spread the spirit-lore is the 
Psychical Research Society. 

This group ol modern spiritualists boasts a few famous 
names, and proceeds to make the most of its opportunities by 
constantly referring to these famous men, who would surely 
not be interested in anything that was not worth while. 
Among them Sir Oliver Lodge, the British scientist, is the 
foremost. Coming before the public now in the guise of an 
apostle of spiritualism is Sir A. Conan Doyle, hitherto known 
as an ingenious compiler of mystery stories with very material 
solutions. 

It might interest our readers to find out just what Doyle 
thinks about his new faith. It may be a fair sample of the 
mental attitude of most spiritualists, and may dispel in many 
minds the fear that there might be something "in it." If, after 
getting Doyle's views, there is any inclination to delve further 
in this jumble of unbelief and credulity, there is no help for 
the victim — he deserves his fate. 

Doyle confesses that he was originally a materialist. He 
thought that human existence was entirely a matter of chemi
cal reactions and physiological processes. It is significant 
that the great lights of spiritualism have with few exceptions 
been materialists, that is, unbelievers of the grossest kind. 
They believed nothing that could not be demonstrated to 
them by laboratory proofs. 

Doyle thinks he has changed, now that he believes in 
spirits. He is deceiving himself; he has merely added the 
spirits to those other elements in his laboratory that may be 
seen and felt and smelled. lie was prevailed upon to add the 
spirits to his world because he believes that there is proof 
for their existence. 

The means by which their presence is proved are the 
old ones. There are mediums, men or women, that act as 
reporters, and tell others about what they see and hear in 
regard to the spiritual world. The whole conversion hinges 
on the reports of these mediums. 

Mediums, be it said, are men and women who appear 
to have a particular sense that enables them to receive mes
sages from the spirit world. Not all men have this sense. 
Very few have it. Doyle confesses that he himself is singu
larly free of all mediumistic qualities. The medium swoons 
away, or goes into a trance, then it begins to mumble words: 
I see this or that. Attendants at these exercises, called 
seance, may then ask questions and the medium may answer 
them. Often the messages are written "through automatic 
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writing where the hand of the medium is controlled, either 
bv an alleged dead human being, as in the case of Miss Julia 
Ames, or by an alleged angel, as in that of Mr. Stainton 
Moses." Table-tilting and other mechanical devices have not 
entirely gone out of fashion with the spirits, as Sir Arthur 
further confides. 

From these messages it is now accepted spiritualistic 
doctrine that the human soul, upon death, departs for a sphere 
immediately in the neighborhood of the earth. It has a sort 
of shadowy body, which is imperceptible to the living, except
ing when the medium lends his good offices. It seems to wear 
spiritual clothes, and seems to have some sort of occupation. 
It meets its friends of earthly life, as far as they have died, 
and avoids the enemies of the former life. It takes, at first, 
a sort of faint interest in its living friends, but despairing 
of making them understand, the spirit gradually acquires the 
habits and interests of the new sphere. Impartially, the good 
and the bad are admitted to this spirit life, and the "weight 
of evidence" would indicate that there is little, if any, differ
ence in their lot. But Sir Arthur courageously assumes that 
the bad ones are subject to a number of restrictions and dis
advantages which the righteous are spared. It seems, after 
all, to be a sort of old-fashioned purgatory into which the 
spirits enter. From here they pass on to a higher sphere, 
with which we have "as yet" not been able to establish contact. 

It is not entirely clear whether Christ has passed out 
of this first sphere or not. Modern spiritualism graciously 
gives Him a special place in their scheme of things. The 
mediums, some of them, have reported that the spirits know 
something about a Christ-spirit, the highest which they know, 
and that the Christ-spirit has especially come down upon earth 
to bring it heavenly benefits. 

Sir A. Conan Doyle stoutly maintains that these affairs 
of the spirits are not a science, but a religion. By methods 
that are not even clever, but excessively crude, he tries to 
show that Christianity is more nearly approached by the 
spiritualist than by anv other form of faith — of course. 
Just how seriously his statement that it is a new and better 
Christianity is to be taken, can be seen in his readjustment 
of the one Christian doctrine above all others, the atonement 
of Christ for our sins. He says: "People are alienated [from 
the Christian faith] because they frankly do not believe the 
facts as presented to them to be true. Their reason and their 
sense of justice are equally offended. One can see no justice 
in a vicarious sacrifice, nor in the God who could be placated 
by such means. Above all, many cannot understand such 
expressions as the 'redemption from sin,' 'cleansed by the 
blood of the Lamb,' and so forth. So long as there was any 
question of the fall of man, there was at least some sort of 
explanation of such phrases; but when it became certain 
that man had never fallen, — when with our fuller knowledge 
we could trace our ancestral course down through the cave
man and the drift-man, back to that shadowy and far-off 
time when the manlike ape slowly evolved into the ape-like 
man, — looking back on all this vast succession of life, we 
knew that it had always been rising from step to step. Never 
was there any evidence of a fall. What, then, becomes of 
the atonement, of the redemption, of original sin, of a large 
part of Christian mystical philosophy? Even if it were as 
reasonable in itself as it is actually unreasonable, it would 
still be quite divorced from the facts. 

"Again, too much seemed to be made of Christ's death.. .. 
In my opinion far too much stress has been laid upon Christ's 
death, and far too little upon His life. That was where the 
true grandeur and the true lesson lay." 

In this strain Doyle goes on to rehabilitate the Chris
tian religion. It is almost a sacrilege to repeat his words. 
But from them every Christian can see what spirit animates 
the unbelief that calls itself spiritualism or psychical research. 
It is, after all, so puerile and silly a thing to believe what 
mediums tell you when they are in a trance, especially when 
nearly every one of prominence has been caught in barefaced 
frauds, that one could not speak of it without ridiculing it, 
if it did not wound the Christian heart so sorely with its hor
rible godlessness. This small sample of spiritualism should be 
enough warning to steel every true Christian against it for
ever. — II. K. M., in Northwestern Lutheran. 

Bob Ingersoll's Prophecy. 
A late writer in a Philadelphia paper tells of having 

heard Bobert Ingersoll, about thirty years ago, lecture on 
the "Mistakes of Moses." Ingersoll's closing words were: 
"Twenty years from now the Bible will be obsolete. A few 
women with white hair will reverence it for its associations, 
but the intellectual world will have discarded it from their 
minds and from their book-shelves — they will not stand for 
its prophecies and its miracles." The man who heard Inger
soll make this prophecy says that about twenty-five years after
ward he was in Oxford, England, and found the Oxford Press 
taxed to its utmost, running day and night, printing Bibles. 
He was told that their press was turning out 12,000,000 
copies of the Bible that year, and that they were printing 
about five times as many Bibles that year as they printed 
twenty-five years before, and printing them in more than 
200 languages, in more languages than all the other books put 
together. As to the intellectual world still reading the Bible, 
he was told: "More than 40,000 copies go this year to col
leges, academies, and universities, from the Zuyder Zee to 
Cape Town, from Siberia to the Baltic, from Alaska to the 
Horn, and to the islands of the sea." 

The writer in the Philadelphia paper goes on to say: 
"Not only was the Bible being sent to colleges and universities 
by the thousands, but I found a book just republished entitled, 
The Impregnable Rock of Holy Scriptures, written by a man 
who, as prime minister of England, was acknowledged one of 
the greatest men who had ever ruled England, Wiliam E. Glad
stone. I found the foremost man of science, Lord Kelvin, 
sitting alone by his English fireside daily reading his Bible. 
Sir George Stokes, George P. Romanes, Sir Robert Anderson, 
Professor Tait, and an innumerable company of men of the 
highest type of intelligence not only firm believers in the 
Bible, but strong advocates of its truth. And as I thought 
of the words of prophecy uttered by the brilliant orator, my 
mind was forced to the conviction that even Mr. Ingersoll 
had made some prophecies that the intellectual world had 
not wholly accepted. On my return to my own city I inquired 
at the leading bookstore for a copy of the 'Mistakes of Moses,' 
and was told that they did not carry the works of the learned 
orator, that there was no sale for them, but the clerk referred 
me to a second-hand bookstore. Then I asked, 'Have you any 
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copies of the Bible ?' ' Yes, we have a Bible department, with tirely by professional beggary, and that there are in the United 
' over 60 styles and editions.' In the second-hand bookstore States hundreds of.poor, but honest Chaldeans deserving of 

I found a Copy of the 'Mistakes of Moses,' not on the shelves help. As there are still a Considerable number! of these men 
or in GO editions, but in cheap pamphlet form, and.lying under at large throughout the country, ail persons, and especially 
the counter near the rear of the store. It was truly pathetic clergymen, should be on their guard against contributing, for 
as the man drew the neglected copy from beneath the counter." any cause, to these so-called Chaldean priests.' 

The above testimony does not look as though the Bible J- he Lutheran. 
had become obsolete, or were likely to do so. 

Crockett, Tex. S. F. TENNEY. Atlantic District Convention. 
The eighth convention of the Atlantic District was held 

The Syrian Fraud. ill Immanuel Church, New York City (Pastors Renz, Sclioen-
There are very few of the clergy who have not, at one held, Henze), from April 24th to 30th. 

time or another, been visited by Syrian "priests" with plausible The sessions were opened with a divine service} at which 
vtales and innumerable recommendations, that are used to the hirst Vice-President of Synod, the Lev. J. W. Miller, 
extract various sums of good» coinage from the pockets of the preached a forceful sermon. At various times during the 
unwary. Th'c Christian Work has recently issued this warn- convention Pastor Miller presented matters of general idl
ing against them : — terest and importance. 

"One of the most barefaced frauds ever perpetrated under The Eev. A. von Schlichten read a paper on the subject: 
the guise of Christian charity has been brought to light by "What Is, and What Is .Not, a Commingling of Church and 
the arrest in New York City of a band of fake Chaldean State ?' 
priests, who number among their victims high church officials, The following officers were elected : President, the lfev. 
mayors of cities, secretaries of state, political officials of all D. C. L. Schulze; Fjrst Vice-President, the Rev. II. Birkner; 

. sorts, and even chiefs of police themselves. Already thirty- second Vice-President, the Rev. P. Roesener; German Secre
tive of these' 'priests' and 'deacons' have been deported to tary, the Rev. J. N. H. Jalm; English Secretary, the Rev. 
Kurdistan and Persia. A large number are still under arrest E- S. Ressmeyer; Treasurer, the Eev. 0. II. Eestin; Oomp-
or on parole, awaiting deportation. And when they sail, they t roller, Teacher A. KirchholT. 
take with them, sewed into canvas jackets, anywhere from five The Revs. Paul Prokopy, Otto Graesser, Jr., Otto Becker, 
to fifteen thousand dollars apiece, because, under our laws, and Walter Meier, and Teachers W. Stietzel, Herbert II. Bier-
there is no way to deprive them of their spoils. This fraud, Din, and II. Brase were accepted as new members. Three ccm-
which has been carried on all over the world, has, for the last gregations were received into membership: Immanuel, Sclio-
ten years, centered in the United States. New York City nectady, N. Y.; Trinity, New York, N. Y.; Polish Christ 
lias been the headquarters for the gang. One of these men, Church, Mount Tom, Mass. 
when arrested, produced from a safe deposit vault $15,000 The Mission Board reported, among other things, that 
in gold. Another, who operated through New England, is a Field Secretary had been called, and that the Rev. F. P. 
known to have collected $12,000 in five months. Wilhelm was already serving the Church in this capacity. 

"Their scheme of operation was as follows: A public It was resolved to hold a house-to-house canvass to col-
stenographer in lower New York typed, on forged .letterheads, lect funds for the District Mission Treasury, which is usually 
credentials, to which were attached forged signatures of Chal- struggling with a deficit. $30,000 is the goal, 
dean bishops, with official-looking seals (made in America). It was furthermore resolved to fix $70 per month for the 
So cleverly were these documents prepared that they were unmarried and $70 plus rent for the married missionaries as 
the means of collecting thousands of other credentials, given the minimum salary in the future. (Reporter's note: In 
in good faith by persons in authority in the Church or the these times it ought to be $100 — plus rent, where there are 

' Government. Before the outbreak of the war these swindlers children.) 
Claimed to be collecting funds for churches and orphanages It was resolved that an English report of the proceedings 
in Kurdistan. Recently they have taken in huge sums in the be issued under separate cover, not combined with the fler-
nami of Armenian and Syrian relief. The scheme was ' man report. 
brought to the attention of the immigration authorities by In accord with President Wilson's proclamation desig-
a young Chaldean, John de Pasha. Samuel Barbari, inspector mating Friday, April 26th, as Liberty Day, it was resolved to 
and interpreter at Ellis Island, was assigned to investigate omit sessions between 1 P. M. and 4 p. M. on that day. 
the case, and was successful in exposing the plot and rounding The work in our parish-schools was discussed, and many 
up a large number of the impostors. The impossibility, under helpful recommendations were made, which will appear more 
present conditions, of bringing witnesses from Kurdistan to 
prove before the court that the funds thus collected were not 
used for relief, but went into the pockets of individuals, makes 
it impossible to do anything more than deport these for 
mendicancy. 

"The Chaldeans interested in exposing this fraud are 
anxious to have it known, for $ie sake of the good name of 
their race, that these fakirs all come from one particular 
tribe, which for generations has made its living almost en-

in detail in the report. 
The Church Extension Board was; urged to issue non-

interest bearing bonds, so as to be better able to meet 
the many appeals for aid that have come from various 
quarters. 

The Rev. W. O. Hill, the only missionary in our District 
who ministers to the colored race, made a brief appealing 
address. 

Synod chose the Rev. Wm. Koepchen as its delegate to 
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the Synodical Conference convention. Mr. Tlieo. Lampreeht 
is the alternate. 

The customary votes of thanks were given. 
May the Ruler of the Church continue to bless the work 

which we arc doing, to His glory and to the salvation of im
mortal souls! 

Orange, N. J. RUDOLPH S. RESSMEYER, Secy. 

Eighth Annual General Conference of the 
Missouri Lutheran Mission in India. 

2. 
MEDICAL MISSION. — The committee for medical mis

sion-work submitted a report and the statistics for the dis
pensary. The report shows that the dispensary has grown 
in popularity despite the frequent interruptions the work has 
suffered'./ Besides the medicines dispensed to alleviate bodily 
suffering, the spiritual needs of those who came to the dis
pensary for treatment were ministered to. But to be sure, it 
would be more satisfactory, if the religious side of the work 
could be looked after by a missionary, and for this reason, and 
because Ambur is a more promising place for the establish
ment of a dispensary, the dispensary is to be transferred from 
Bargur to Ambur as soon as the transfer can be effected. 

In order that the resultant increase in work may be taken 
care of, and in order that the dispensary may never be with
out a competent nurse, a graduate nurse and another assistant 
are to be engaged. Valuable services as we may expect these 
women to render, our medical mission would undeniably profit 
much more if we had a competent doctor to take charge of the 
work. Our appeal for such a man was therefore repeated. 
Ought there not to be one doctor in our circles willing to go 
to India in the service of our Mission when there are so many 
doctors volunteering for service in Europe? 

CONSCIENCE CLAUSE. — In the report 011 the proceedings 
at the seventh General Conference, mention was already made 
of the "conscience clause" that non-Christians, chiefly Hindus, 
are making efforts to have introduced into the education codes 
of the land. The purpose of the agitation is to compel mana
gers of Christian schools financially aided by the Government 
to exempt — i. e., if the guardians of the children ask to have 
them exempted — from the obligation of attending the classes 
in religion, pupils who wish to attend the school only for 
the sake of the secular education offered them there. If the 
movement is attended with success, managers of aided schools 
will probably either have to exempt "conscientious objectors" 
from taking part in the religious instruction or forfeit their 
claim to the Government grant and recognition. Now, the 
question is: What shall we do if we are called upon to face 
the dilemma, and what are we to do in the mean time, when 
pupils wish to be excused from taking part in the religious 
instruction? We have not found a fully satisfactory solution 
of the problem. But we arc determined that our schools shall 
oil 110 account lose their Christian character. If there is but 
a small number of pupils who apply for exemption from the 
periods of religious instruction, and if the managers believe 
these objectors to be sincere in saying that they object for 
conscience' sake, the managers may, — especially if their 
schools practically have a monopoly of the secular educa
tion in the respective localities, — if they see fit, excuse them, 

and it is the opinion of the conference that it is better to 
excuse them than to have a number of unwilling and rebel
lious pupils in the class. If, however, the number of the 
applicants for exemption increases, and the school is in danger 
of losing its character of a Christian mission-school, then the 
pupils who refuse to take part in the religious instruction 
must be told that they cannot continue as pupils of the mission-
school, but should seek admittance into another school. If 
there is no other school in the neighborhood, the agitators 
should be told to agitate for another school, even if the build
ing of another school entailed a loss of the Government grant 
and recognition to the mission-school. 

MISSION COMITY. — There is a strong unionistic ten
dency among missions working in India. Many missions are 
already making cooperative efforts, efforts which include the 
union or federation of ecclesiastical bodies, or steps taken 
towards such union or federation, and cooperation between 
missions in particular works or kinds of work, educational, 
medical, literary, etc. There are missions besides ours which 
realize that they cannot enter into church-fellowship with 
other denominations with which they are not at one in faith, 
and such missions are therefore also unwilling to cooperate 
with other missions at all, or they at least restrict their 
cooperation to certain kinds of work. But nearly all missions 
have been willing to cooperate with one another in an effort 
to reach an agreement by which they hope their working side 
by side in separate efforts will be rendered less liable to 
friction, and a committee on which nearly all misssions are 
represented has drawn up a "Statement on Comity among 
Missions in India," copies of which have been sent to nearly 
all missions, to us also, for their perusal and, if possible, 
approval and acceptance. It contains sections under the fol
lowing headings: 1. Arbitration and Conciliation; 2. Terri
torial Arrangements; 3. Transfer of Mission Agents; 4. Sal
aries of Mission Agents; 5. Treatment of Mission Agents 
under Discipline; 6. Relation of Churches to Members of 
Other Churches; 7. Baptism and Admission to Church-mem
bership; 8. Treatment of Church-members under Discipline. 

Our position with regard to church union, fellowship, 
cooperation, and comity has often been misunderstood. We, 
therefore, had even before this felt the need of making our 
position clear in an official statement of our own. The breth
ren of the Northern District had already acted in the matter, 
and had written and submitted to the conference a "Declara-
ion of Our Principles on Church Union and Church-fellow
ship." After making a few slight alterations, the conference 
adopted this statement, and it was made the first part of our 
reply to the "Statement on Comity" received by us. In our 
reply the reasons are set forth why we cannot join hands and 
ally our forces with those of heterodox bodies, and also the 
reasons why we cannot accept the "Statement on Comity" 
in its entirety. As tho readers of the WITNESS are familiar 
with these reasons, it will not be necessary to state them here. 

The second part of our reply is to contain our answer 
to each of the paragraphs of the "Statement" separately. 
Some of the paragraphs we accepted, others were rejected, 
and still others were accepted with reservations. This part 
of our work was not quite completed. • A part remains to 

' be done, but it is not to be deferred until the next general^ 
conference, but the Travancore Conference is to take the 
matter up at the earliest opportunity. 
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Dear reader, though the foregoing is not a full account of The world is passing away and the lusts thereof-; even 
the proceedings at our°last conference, it will, no doubt, show now kingdoms are tottering, thrones have tumbled; cities lie 
that your East India Mission is. in need of your prayers, in ruins; very soon the earth and the works that are therein 
Pray the Lord of the harvest that He will send forth more shall be burned up, and then shall appear, the kingdom of 
laborers into His harvest, " and beseech Him to endow those Christ in its glory, then shall appear that great multitude 
already working in the field with strength of body, mind, and which no man can number of all nations, kindred, tongues, 

-soul, in order that they may successfully wrestle with the' and people; and then they who have turned many to right-
problems thev are confronted with. Remember us in your eousness shall shine as,the stars in God s kingdom forever and 
daily prayers'! ' ever. Our young men and boys ought to enlist under the 

"Travancore, India. 0. A. Ehlers. Captain of their salvation,.the King triumphant and eternal, 
• . to serve His purpose of peace to bless their fellow-man with 

: I a new and heavenly life, to lead as many as God gives them 
lEMnrraL to heavenly thrones and crowns of righteousness, so that, 

when our Savior comes again, they may joyfully appear before 
The Committee on Assignment of Calls met at Con- Him and say: "Here am I, and those whom Thou hast 

cordia Seminary June 5—7. There were 139 ministerial given me." 
calls and 107 candidates; and there were 71 calls to paro- Be sure of this, young man, when on the day of our 
chial schools and 38 candidates. G. Lord's glory you join the company of Moses, Isaiah, David, 

We Need More Ministers. — "How shall they hear with- Paul, Peter, Luther, and many other thousands of the shining 
out a preacher?" By His word alone God created this world, lights:and stars of heaven, you will thank God that you were 
and by His Word alone God will save the world. However privileged during the day of battle and tribulation to bear 
it be/God wants to make His saving Word known to the testimony to His love and mercy; and to lead others with your-

- world through preachers, and He wants those, who have been seH to the realms of eternal happiness, 
blessed through the preachers' work and word to pray for Decide to-day to be a messenger of God unto men, and 
more laborers in the vineyard. The Lord Jesus commands us: devote yourself to the proclamation of the Word of Reeon-
"Pray the Lord of the harvest that He will send-forth laborers ciliation. Under Christ you will not build an earthly king-
into the harvest." The heathen in their blindness, who bow dom, .which rises, but to fall again, but you will build an 
down to wood and stone, the unbeliever in his cheerless hope- eternal kingdom of righteousness and blessedness, in which 
lessness, are in such a wretched state that they do not even j'011 yourself will live and rejoice forever. S. 
know what is ailing them, or what could help them. We Pastor — Bishop — Prophet.-—"Where there is no 
Christians have experienced the. saving pow^r of God's grace; vision, the people, perish," says the Lord. Without 
God has delivered, us from the powers of darkness, and has pastors, bishops, and prophets the people live a beastly 
made us to rejoice at His table of plenty. It is for us to say: life; they sow to the flesh and reap corruption. Without 
"We have been blessed of God, let us carry these blessings also pastors, bishops, and prophets the-people are left to go their 
to others." God has been and is so good to us, let us tell others way in spiritual blindness, chained to materialism and enslaved 
to taste and see how good the Lord is. If that is the spirit by corrupt appetites. -If one is blessed bv some material 
which animates us, then we ought to look about for messengers progress, the second is devoured with jealousy; if the second 
whom we may send to. this sin-sick world. But we ought not is given a special gift, the first is embittered with covetousness 
expect to find these messengers fully equipped with faith and and envy. Without the Word of God, without prophets to 
knowledge, learning and experience, ready to be sent into the proclaim it to them, people live in that hopeless, Christless, 
harvest-fields. We must look about us for young men and and Godless degeneracy of which St. Paul speaks when he 
boys whom we may send to our schools, colleges, and semina- describes them as living without God, without Christ, and 
ries, that there they may be instructed and equipped for this without hope in this world. They live in .God's world and 
glorious and blessed work. know nothing of the wonderful, great, and everlasting love 

Let us not rest satisfied because the Word of God is pro- of the heavenly Father; they feel the corrupt appetites within, 
claimed in our own midst; let us not imagine that we are they burn with the fever of sin, and know not of the cooling 
performing our full duty because we are supporting a pastor draft of the water of life in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They 
for our own congregation, and make a small contribution are without the care and without the cure of the Good Physi-
towards missionary work. Let every one of us who knows cian, the Savior. 
something of the blessings which God's Gospel has bestowed Jesus points to poor, suffering, dying, corrupt, and de-
upon himself or upon herself see if we cannot-win a laborer generate mankind, perishing in their own wickedness, and 
for God's vineyard. Do you know of no boy or young man says: "What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole 
who could be induced to enter one of our schools ? A word world and lose his own soul ?" If any one is to live without 
from you may aid him in coming to a decision. Oh, what God and without Christ and without hope in this world, it 
a privilege to be a center from which radiates an influence for had been better that he had never been born, 
life unto those who are sitting in darkness and the shadow Whether they know it or not, men, women, and children 
of death! need the Word of God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, more than 

Does not the fact that ministers and students for the anything else. They need a pastor, they need a bishop of their 
ministry have been exempted from military service show us soul, they need a prophet of God. Blessed is the man that has 
that there are many men who realize how highly important a good pastor! Blessed is the one who is taught the Word of 
for the welfare of the people is the work of the pastor? God! Blessed is the man who, through the preaching of 



THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 185 

a true prophet, is reconciled-fully with the Father in heaven, 
assured of God's guidance, and filled, heart and soul, with 
the hope of an eternal and blessed life in heaven! 

There/are too few pastors and prophets. From the time 
of Christ down to the present day Christians have been pray
ing that God might send forth laborers into His harvest. 
Let us not be deceived by the worldly, brutish sentiments of 
carnal-minded men, who cannot see the glory of the Gospel 
and the importance of faithful pastors and preachers. Hear 
what God says! Hear what He calls His ministers: "Ambas
sadors of Christ." 

Whence are we to get them? The young men and boys 
in our homes who are now about to decide to what to devote 
their lives and their efforts, — they, if they have any ability 
for this work whatever, ought to determine to become ambassa
dors of Christ, physicians of the soul, pastors and leaders, of 
the'people, proclaimers of God's Gospel. Men can devote 
themselves to nothing higher." There is no- other work in 
which man may so confidently expect God's blessing, and from 
which man may justly hope for such rich and lasting results 
and fruits. Think it over, my boy, take it to the Lord in 
prayer, speak to your pastor about it. God wants a Moses 
to lead Israel; He wants an Isaiah to comfort His people; 
He wants a David to teach His people the. psalms and songs 
of Zion; He wants a Paul to proclaim the Word of Recon
ciliation; He wants a Timothy to become thoroughly 
acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, and to carry His Gospel 
to the Gentiles. 

Lord, send laborers into Thy vineyard! S. 
Organizing for Conquest. — The practically unlimited 

possibilities which are opened up to our Church if she recog
nizes her opportunity are pointed out in an article in this 
number. • Much remains to be said which cannot be said in 
one issue of our periodical. In order to mobilize our forces 
for the task which- is before our Church, there must be a con
sideration of financial questions, of publicity work, of lay
men's work, of Bible Class work and the Sunday-school, of 
bilingual congregations, and of other factors in church-
activity. The , peril which would destroy our efficiency when 
we need to be most efficient — Unionism — must be considered. 
All these matters were discussed in the Editorial Committee 
before the first article on the language-question was written 
some eight weeks ago. There is Much Hard Work Ahead, 
not only on the defensive, but especially in constructive work. 
Contributed articles bearing on the questions here involved 
will be gladly received by the editors. 

What we need is not new methods, but intensive applica
tion of our resources, of all. our resources, to the old task of 
winning souls for Christ. All that we need is something of 
the enlightened, love-born ardor of a Paul, who became all 
things to all men that he might gain some for Christ. The 
relinquishment of his native Hebrew . tongue for the Greek 
he regarded so little as a sacrifice that he does not even refer 
to it in any of his letters. His burning love for human souls 
made him regard everything as unessential (Phil. 3, 8) beside 
the preaching of the Gospel. G. 

When the Pew Calls the Pulpit to Order. — Things 
have come to a hard pass in the Christian Church when mem
bers rise in their pews to tell preachers to-preach-the Gospel 
instead of lecturing on politics. This has happened several 
times of late. As nothing else so well illustrates the oppor

tunity which a Church that bears the simple Gospel-message 
has in our day, we reprint from several clippings before us 
what happened at Calgary, Can., and' at Pittsburgh, Pa., 
within the last six months. 

At Calgary' the Rev. S. W. Fallis last December discussed 
the policies of Ex-Premier Laurier and the pending election. 
The "sermon" was interrupted by protests from the audience, 
and at times the preacher's voice was drowned in a general 
uproar. When he launched anew-into a detailed discussion 
of the political issues, there arose in the third seat from the 
front Mr. S. G. Munns, who has been for sixty years a member 
of the Methodist Church, and said: "Mr. Fallis, I take ex
ception to your remarks. We did not come here to-day to 
listen to your\ opinion -in regard to political questions and 
controversies that are being fought out. I want you to hew'to 
the line and preach from that Grand Old Book that is lying 
down there before you. I hold you in very high esteem, but 
I do not want any of your opinions outside of religious opin
ions, and "the doctrine of that splendid Book that-lies before 
you. I have not come here in any enmity toward you or as 
the spokesman of any party. I came here to hear the Gospel 
and worship God in the fine old Methodist way, and if, per
chance, you would so far forget yourself as to stray from the 
Grand Old Book, I will feel it incumbent to 'call' you again." 
"Brother," said Air. Fallis; "I will take your advice, and will 
endeavor to do as you say." To which Air. Alunns replied: 
"If you do not take that advice, then I will feel it incumbent 
to 'call' you again." Air. Munns, at the close of the service, 
"was the recipient of congratulations from a large number of 
the members of the congregation." 

A similar incident, which occurred at Pittsburgh, was 
made the subject of the following editorial in the Pittsburgh , 
Labor World: -— 

"We desire to go on record as being in heart}7 sympathy 
with ex-Senator George T. Oliver in his objecting to addresses 
on 'general questions of the day' being delivered from church 
pulpits on a Sunday, instead of sermons on the religion of 
Jesus Christ. . 

"On Sunday morning a week ago, Royal Meeker, Com
missioner of Labor Statistics, Washington, appeared, on invi
tation, in the pulpit of the East End Christian Church, Pitts
burgh, Pa., of which church Air. Oliver is a member. The 
address dwelt on the war, the United States as an ally, and 
labor in general. 

"At the conclusion of the address, Mr. Oliver stood up 
from his seat and declared his emphatic objection to such talk 
from the pulpit. He stated that he had come to church for -
the. purpose of worship, and not to listen to an address which 
was out of place, though it would possibly, he thought, be 
very interesting if delivered outside of the church. He did 
not object to anything that Air. Aleeker had s"aid. 

"Far better would it be for the Church and for Chris
tianity if Air. Oliver's plan were followed strictly. The Labor 
World has long been advocating what Air. Oliver suggests. 
If pastors were to confine themselves to the preaching of the 
pure Gospel of Jesus Christ, depend upon it there would be 
thousands of better Christians than there are to-day. 

"Surely a sense of common decency should lead every 
honest pastor of a church to know that such talk is not fit 
to take the place of a Gospel-sermon. 

"There are six days in the week in addition to Sunday. 
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Surely general lecturers, political advocates, anti-saloon paid 
agents, and all such like, could be engaged to hold forth their 
views on Lhis or that subject 011 any of the six evenings, and 
let the pastor of the church have the Sunday to tell his con
gregation about the eternal blessings that are promised ah 
those human beings who walk and commune with the Great 
Teacher on earth and abide by His admonitions." G. 

The Final Depth. — The final depth of ministerial dis
grace is reached when clergymen take to play-acting to amuse 
the frivolous. Notice the connection in which a Congrega
tional minister two weeks ago figured on the play-bill of 
a St. Louis vaudeville stage: — 

"The program at Forest Park Highlands beginning the 
week of May 26th offers to theater-goers of St. Louis an ex
cellent en ter tai n m en t. 

"The Sterlings are just from New York, where they made 
a big hit with their wonderful skating. 

"Rev. Frank W. Gorman, an ordained Congregational 
minister, is filling an .engagement in vaudeville. lie sings 
such selections as The Lost Chord' and 'Ave Maria.' 

"Misses Irene and Bobbie Smith are two pretty young 
women, who are possessors of wonderful voices. 

"McShane and Hathaway come to St. Louis after a season 
on the Keith Circuit in the Fast. Miss Hathaway is known 
as the Charlie Chaplin in petticoats." 

Recently a St. Louis conference protested against the 
discrimination which play-writers practise in their depicting 
of Protestant preachers as compared with Roman Catholic 
priests; the former are generally represented in some ridicu
lous piece of business, while the latter are shown giving the 
consolation of religion to some dying person or otherwise 
employed in a priestly way. The cause of the discrimination 
is plain; play-writers reflect public opinion concerning the 
clergy of both branches of Christendom. The Protestant 
preachers who prostitute their office are themselves to blame. 

"Star . . . Girl Will Be Supported by Cast Including 
Sixteen Ministers." This headline appeared in a Chicago 
daily on December 12, 1917. The item stated that in order 
to raise a special self-denial Christmas-offering, sixteen Pres
byterian "ministers" would appear in a play, "Problems of 
Pinhole Parish," to be given in a down-town Chicago theater 
in the near future. 

Our Wisconsin Synod brother comments on this business 
as follows in the Northwestern Isulheran: -

"Just what has prompted the sixteen pastors to choose 
the footlights, grease-paint, and comedian costume in order 
to raise money, we cannot say. The unconscious irony of the 
'self-denial offering' to be raised in this way evidently escaped 
their notice. Being a bit old-fashioned, we have, in the past, 
held the view that self-denial means giving because we realize 
the Christian's duty of so doing, and not because we desire to 
laugh over painted-faced, made-up clerical comedians on the 
stage. We have often said that pulpit clowns, who preach on 
such subjects as 'When the Sheriff Plays Second Fiddle,' 
'The Girl Behind the Bat.,' or 'Hot Cakes off the Griddle,' 
would do well to go on the stage. And now the day has come 
when this is a fact. 

"When sectarian pastors 110 longer believe that the eternal 
Gospel has power to bring their members to church, they 
resort to all manner of expedients. Some years ago they tried 
emotionalism. That soon failed. Then they relied upon 

Sunday concerts by paid singers. But this soon lost its hold. 
Church-fairs, bazaars, suppers, and entertainments soon failed. 
Then they resorted to sensational sermons on the most ridicu
lous subjects. This recent fad is growing stale. What will 
they do next? Having cast aside the Word of God, they are 
frantically grasping at all manner of straws, like drowning 
men. Meanwhile our Lutheran Church is quietly laying stress 
on the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing hut the Bible. 
Her pastors preach to congregations as: large as any, but even 
if their audiences were smaller, they at '.east know that they 
are true to the inspired writer who said, 'Woe is unto me 
if I preach not the Gospel!"' G. 

The Mystic Shrine is a social organization in winch 
high-degree Masons may become members. During the initia
tion of a class of 66 at Rapid City, S. Dak., reported May 9th 
111 the Daily Journal of that city, the candidates "wore white 
robes, and pulled on the rope attached to a cart bearing 
Satan. Satan had, on the end of a chain, Rev. I. I.Gorby 
and Rev. A. B. Claypole, bearing signs, 'Caught at Last.'" 
At the end of the procession came a hearse on which was the 
sign, 'Postpone dying. All hearses chartered for the day. 
Reason censored.'" 

Rev. Gorby is a Presbyterian and Rev. Claypole a Bap-
list minister. G. 

The Fortune-Teller's Game. One of our dailies reports 
the arrest of a fortune-teller. The case against her is stated 
as follows: — 

A young girl had visited the fortune-teller, who told 
her the man she wanted to know about was also being inquired 
about by another woman, who had given her $15 to burn 
powders to win him to her. The fortune-teller offered to 
"throw over" the other woman, and win the man for MissG., 
if she would give her 810, for which she would burn six 
powders in her behalf. If these failed to bring about the 
desired result, the story goes, she said that for 815 more, i: 
Miss G. would bring a new hat owned by the man, and Ins 
photograph, she would burn eight more powders, which, she 
was sure, would cause the man to love her. Miss G. was 
warned not to tell anybody of her visit. If she told anybody 
she would put a curse upon herself. 

Miss G. feared the curse, and confided to a neighbor. 
She told a captain of the police, who summoned Miss G. to 
his office, and they planned to trap the fortune-teller after 
Miss G. had verified the statements made by the neighbor. 

Policewomen were sent to the fortune-teller to ask for 
special readings, which, they were told, would cost 812. They 
paid $.3 in marked bills on account, and thus something 
happened which the fortune-teller had not foreseen. 

Let no one imagine that our generation is too intelligent 
for superstition. Nature abhors a vacuum. That heart which 
is void of faith has both doors open for all manner of spiritual 
humbug. Christian Science itself is nothing more than the 
superstition that our senses arc deceiving us, and that nothing 
is real but that which we wish to believe to be real. Nor does 
this evident humbug appeal to the uneducated only. People 
who are supposed to be well educated and intelligent fall 
a prey to it by the hundreds.. The press would report many 
more victims of the different superstitions if these victims 
were not so very much ashamed of having been victimized. 

Notice the trick of the fortune-teller in threatening the 
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roung woman with a curse in case she revealed anything. 
The writer has been told that those who pretend to effect cures 
br faith or prayer only often warn their dupes that the 
malady will certainly return with increased violence, and per
haps be incurable, if they ever dare to turn against the system 
bv which they were healed. This explains in part why some 
Jing to these frauds with such frantic devotion they fear 
the curse which these false prophets pronounce against them 
in case they turn against their captors. 

What fears and pangs must they suffer who will not bear 
the easy yoke of Christ! S. 

A Thrifty Archbishop. "Archbishop Glennon, in the 
following letter to the Catholic clergy in St. Louis, makes a 
cash offer to further the sale of Thrift Stamps: 

"'I commend for your adoption the following: that in 
your school there be promoted the sale of Thrift Stamps under 
the supervision of your head teacher, making her directress, 
and encouraging the creation, in her name, of a 81,000 Thrift 
Bond, which will cost $800 in stamps, with a payment of 
between 820 and $30 additional. 

"When this bond matures five years from now, the sister 
in whose name it is written receives 81,000, at which time the 
81,000 could be added to a school endowment fund. 

"The above would be a patriotic, response of the little 
ones, would be a way for absorbing for a good purpose the 
money that children and their parents are liable to spend in 
foolish and frivolous ways, and would serve the cause of 
Catholic education. 

"Tor my part, I shall be glad to subscribe for each $1,000 
the balance over $800 necessary to obtain the same/ " 

The, St. Louis RepublicFeb. 28, 1918. 
The Theater a Destroyer of Virtue. — In St. Louis 

a comedy entitled, "The Very Idea," recently was put across. 
A review in a local daily gives a summary of the plot, which 
we reprint here in order to illustrate modern tendencies in 
the theater. The reviewer of the Star said (April 23):-

"This comedy by William I.e. Baron, a .New York adver
tising man, turned playwright in his spare moments, presents 
to the audience the problem of a childless couple, about to 
adopt an orphan, who are diverted from the scheme by the 
wife's brother, author of a book on eugenics. 

"He persuades them to arrange for a baby To order/ 
The chauffeur and the maid of the childless couple, unbeknown 
to their employers, are much in love arid greatly desirous of 
being wedded. The eugenic brother decides to offer them 
815,000 if they will marry, as they are an ideal-couple from 
his •'scientific' view-point, and let the childless couple have 
their infant. 

"The scheme goes off very well, until the eugenic baby 
arrives. Naturally, the mother then feels differently about 
parting from it, and the childless couple, who had exiled them
selves for a year, pending the baby's arrival, are in the 
position of having announced its birth, but with no baby 
to show." 

The review continues: "An audience, composed largely 
of young men and their girls, taking their Sunday night 
outing at the theater, seemed to enjoy it hugely. Inasmuch 
as sophistication is the keynote of 'The Very Idea,' one can 
only wonder at the enjoyment of young folks as expressed 
in their laughter last night at the racy situations and the 

lines, which only loo often were replete with that 'innuendo' 
[suggestivencss] that George Monroe of the 'Passing Show' 
has spoken of in past seasons. Perhaps the movies, with their 
multitude of problem plays, are lo blame." 

Indeed, "perhaps"! G. 

Editorial Afterthoughts. 
TIIE COMPASSION- OP OUR BLESSED LADY (Friday, the 

Sixth Week of Lent). Through the spiritual strength of her 
zeal and love for her Divine Son, Mary participates in Ike 
Passion of our Lord. In His Passion He is Priest and Victim. 
His mother shares Ilis slate of victim by the intensity with 
which the sufferings of her Son arc reflected in her heart and 
senses; freely consenting to His immolation for the salvation 
of the world, she also parlicipates in Ilis slate, as Priest. 
In union with Mary at the foot of the cross assist at Iloly 
Mass. — Prayer: Queen of Heaven, let one of those burning 
tears thou didst so abundantly shed on Calvary fall on my 
heart and soften its hardness. 

Hew World (Catholic), Chicago, March 22, 1918. 
* # * 

GOVERNOR HARDING of Iowa has issued a proclamation 
in which he advises the citizens of the State to abstain from 
the use of German in all public meetings, also in public 
worship. He says: "Each person is guaranteed freedom to 
worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience, 
but this guaranty does not protect him in the use of a foreign 
language when he can as well express his thoughts in English, 
nor entitle the person who cannot speak English to employ 
a foreign language when to do so tends, in time of national 
peril, lo create discord among neighbors and citizens, or to 
disturb the peace and quiet of the community. Let those 
who cannot speak or understand English conduct their 
religious worship in their homes." 

* * * 

NEW YORK, May 29. — The Board of Education, sitting 
as a committee of the whole, to-day adopted unanimously the 
recommendation of the Board of Superintendents that in Sep
tember, 1918, and for the duration of the war, no classes in 
beginning German shall be organized m the public schools 
of this city. The recommendation of the board was accom
panied by a statement of reasons. It said the feeling against 
Germany was becoming more and more tense among the 
American people at large, and that feeling was reflected in 
an insistent demand to cease teaching German in the schools. 
The leaders of American life were daily becoming more 
inclined to abolish all things German in our national life. 

( Associ a ted I 'ress.) 
* * * 

TIIE Oklahoma State Council of Defense has issued a 
letter to chairmen of county councils having jurisdiction over 
German communities asking that for the period of the war 
the use of German in this connection be discontinued. This 
applies to church-services and all mass- and other public meet
ings. English alone will be permitted. The counties affected 
are specifically mentioned. Rev. O. M. Burkhardt writes: 
"People already gloat over the extinction of our Church. The 
counties named are mostly our mission-fields. Our community 
has had no disturbances, no pro-German or anti-Lutheran 
activities." Representations will be made to the proper 
authorities. 
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"WHAT," says Martineau in one of his essays, "avails 
the keen aim and steady hand when there is an optical dis
placement of the things aimed at.'" 1 hose who say, with 
reference to present conditions in Church and country, " I hese 
things will blow over," and act upon that belief, do not "see 
straight." War necessitates sacrifices, and the greater the 
sacrifices which our nation is bringing, the greater the popular 
dislike of things reminiscent of Germany. Shall the Lord's 
work suffer as a result? The new German offensive has, as 
forecast in the last issue of this paper, led to new enactments 
against the use of German after a temporary lull. 

• * * 

WASHINGTON, I). C., March 18, 1918. — Secretary of 
Navy Daniels, in establishing by general orders a five-mile 
prohibition zone around certain naval stations, which took 
effect last Saturday, at 4 p. M., stated in the order: "Nothing 
contained in these regulations shall be construed to prohibit 
or restrict the procuring or use of wine by any religious con
gregation or church for sacramental purposes in the usual 
religious exercise of its denomination." 

* * * 

SANTIAGO, CHILE, March 6, 1918.—The radical anti
clerical victory in the congressional elections in Chile — the 
first victory of that kind in a generation — makes separation 
of Church and State the paramount issue. Big radical majori
ties in both houses mean that an entirely new cabinet will be 
chosen, a cabinet of radicals. Every member of it will be 
against the president, who opposes separation of Church 
and State. 

* * * 

THE public school children in Detroit have bought an 
average of $25 worth of Thrift Stamps, the children in the 
Lutheran parochial schools of the same city an average of $39, 
as announced in a complimentary statement of the "Drive 
Major for Schools in Wayne County." 

* * * 

PIERRE, S. Dak., May 25. — An order prohibiting teach
ing of the German language or its use in public meetings, 
including church-services, in the State, was issued by the 
State Council of Defense to-day. 

* * * 

ZION CONGREGATION of St. Louis and St. Paul's of Fort 
Wayne have each topped $100,000 for the Third Liberty Loan. 

* * * 

THE use of the German language in the schools and in 
worship has been prohibited in the State of Oregon. 

Cburrlr Nrms 
Washington Letter. 

1 he days of knight-errantry are not yet over, at least not 
in Washington. Recently a man mounted on a spirited steed 
essayed to mount the main steps of the Capitol. He was taken 
into custody by the police before he had gone very far. When 
he was asked the reason for his strange conduct, he said Con
gress needed some horse sense, and he was about to bring them 
some. The police declared him insane; some people, however, 
remarked that he displayed more than a usual amount of in
telligence. 

Frederick the Great's statue, which some years ago was 

AN WITNESS. 

presented to the nation by the Kaiser and received with much 
eloquence and profuse thanks, has been taken down from be
fore the War College and packed away. To read the eloquent 
effusion at its presentation now is like reading love-letters at 
a divorce proceeding. I am glad he is down. If they would 
have asked my permission, he never would have been received, 
lie was mocker and scoffer of our Christian faith, and hurled 
his venomous wit at many of the most sacred truths of our 
religion. His favorite companion was the well-known infidel 
Voltaire. 

What is to be done with the statue? Discussion is waxing 
hot in the daily papers on this question, and petition after 
petition has been sent to Congress, and speeches have been 
made on the floor both- of the Senate and the House; mean
while our President has appeared at the Capitol and pleaded 
for immediate consideration and passage of a new revenue bill 
imperative for successful prosecution of the war. Why all 
this excitement and discussion about the disposal of this statue 
when we already have established a precedent? The statue of 
King George in New York City was molded into bullets dur
ing the Revolution, and returned with our compliments. A like 
fate most likely will overtake Fritz, and he will some day be 
speeding through the air destroying his own offspring, Prus
sian militarism. Willi it be in the form of bullets or of a big 
shell? This has not yet been decided upon; no doubt, there 
will be more letters and more petitions on this point. Mean
while let us get actively behind the President, and help all 
we can to bring the war to a successful issue. 

These are not the days- to dig up old history; it is so 
confoundingly inappropriate at times. The following, how
ever, is enlightening as regards our relationship to the Kaiser 
and his Church. He always sought to glorify his religion and 
the Prussian State Church by the name of the great Reformer. 
No doubt, many of the readers have read the excellent booklet 
entitled Testimony and Proof, edited by Prof. Graebner, which 
shows the un-Lutheran character of the Evangelical State 
Churches of the German Empire, and how we have never had 
any kind of fellowship or any other relationship with them. 
The German embassy of this city and its personnel has had 
no connections whatever with any of the Lutheran churches., 
but with a United Evangelical church. This church was known 
as the church of the German embassy, and was the recipient 
of many favors and gifts from the embassy, and even from 
the Kaiser. This church now, of course, is under a cloud, and, 
taking the hint, has dispensed with German preaching entirely, 
and the gifts have been quietly stored away. I am afraid that 
this disposition of them will not be satisfactory to some, and 
there will be still more newspaper discussion and still more 
petitions. Meanwhile our boys are fighting, bleeding, and 
dying in France. Let us stand back of them by every means 
in our power. 

Chicago seems to have plenty of paint to waste, judging 
from the quantity that they applied to their statue of Goethe. 
The heroes of this daring deed used very little discrimination 
Goethe was no Prussian and hated Prussianism, according to 
such as know more about him th£n I do. This treatment of 
Goethe has been deplored by some, among them America's 
highest paid and best-known editorial writer, Mr. Arthur Bris
bane. In this connection he made the following statement in 
last Sunday's Washington Times: "American patriots and edu
cators who have decided that American children must not learn 
German will be surprised that diplomats representing allied 
nations at Washington are teaching their children German. 
They do not see any patriotism in condemning their children 
to ignorance of one of the most important languages of th« 
world." 
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This morning, in conversation with a high official in the 
navy, who twitted a little at the German name of one of our 
candidates for a chaplaincy, I said that if the German troops 
were to hear from the other side of their trenches the strains 
of "A Mighty Fortress," they would be confounded and realize 
the truth of the situation that our boys of the Lutheran Church, 
despite their German names, are on the firing line doing their 
full duty. FREDERIC WENCHEL. 

St. Louis Letter. 
The Board of Directors of the Lutheran Laymen's League 

met at St. Louis, Mo., 011 June 3d, and elected Mr. Chas. Cra
mer Executive Secretary of the League. Mr. Cramer is to be 
the only paid employee of the L. L. L. lie is to devote his 
entire time to the work of gaining new members and contribu
tions for the important purposes of the League. His residence 
is in Milwaukee, Wis. In order that the Treasurer of the' 
organization might live in the same city as Mr. Cramer, Mr. E. 
Seuel resigned as Treasurer, and the directors unanimously 
elected Mr. Fred Pritzlaff of Milwaukee their Treasurer. 

The forenoon session of the1 directors was held at the Con
cordia Publishing House.- Hon.. Benjamin Bosse, of Evansville, 
Ind., one of the Vice-Presidents, was in the chair. Mr. T; II. 
Lamprecht, of New York, the President of the organization, 
had sent a letter and expressed his regret at being unable to 
attend the meeting, but assured the brethren of his deep and 
sincere interest in the questions which they were about to 
take up. The Rev. Martin S. Sominer opened the meeting 
with prayer. The duties of the Executive Secretary, were fully 
discussed. 

A recess was taken at noon, when the Board of Directors 
accepted the invitation of Mr. John A. Leschen to luncheon at 
the M. A. A. After the luncheon the meeting was continued. 
Several important resolutions were adopted. All the brethren 
present again expressed their determination to work for a fund 
of $250,000, the proceeds of which are to be used for the sup
port of superannuated pastors, professors, and teachers, and 
their widows and orphans. Mr. John A. Leschen, of St. Louis, 
was elected one of the Vice-Presidents of the L. L. L. The 
meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer spoken in unison. The 
business address of Mr. Chas. Cramer, the Executive Secretary, 
is: Room 934, First National Bank Building, Milwaukee, Wis. 

On June 4th the Associated Lutheran Charities of the 
Synodical Conference met in convention at Grace Church, 
Rev. Martin S. Sommer, pastor. The delegates were welcomed 
by the chairman of the Arrangement Committee, the Rev. A. P. 
Feddersen, by the Rev. F. W. Ilerzberger, by Mr. E. Seuel, and 
by the pastor of the congregation. Mr. Ilenry W. Horst, one of 
the directors of the L. L. L., addressed the meeting upon the 
subject of his League. His remarks were received with re
peated applause. 

The following resolutions of loyalty were among the first 
to be adopted: — 

"Resolved, first, That we, as loyal Americans, pledge our 
unswerving fidelity and support to our country in its present 
war with the Central Powers of Europe; and secondly, That 
we stand faithfully ready with all our resources to assist our 
Government wherever we can in those charitable measures 
which it adopts for alleviating the suffering caused by the ter
rible war." 

Copies of the resolutions will be sent to President Wilson 
and Governor Gardner. 

Rev. Ph. Wambsganss, of Fort WTayne, Ind., president of 
the Association, was chairman of the convention. 

Rev. F. M. Rudi, statistician of the Association, reported 
that the Association now maintains fifteen hospitals, ten orphan 

homes, twelve children's home-finding societies, nine old folks' 
homes, one institute for deaf-mutes, and one home and school 
for feeble-minded and epileptic children, supporting 17,400 in
mates, and representing a value of $2,375,000. The receipts 
for last year totaled $780,795, and the disbursements amounted 
to $714,416.59. 

I he \\ ITXESS is going to press while these sessions are con
tinuing, and a more complete report of the business transacted 
may appear in the next number. S. 

Loyalty Resolution of Nebraska Conference. 
The, Southern Pastoral Conference of the Nebraska Dis

trict of our Synod was in session two weeks, ago at Tobias. 
1 he conference embraces all our pastors south of the Platte 
River, approximately one hundred. The Rev. H. Schabacker, of 
Hebron, was elected chairman, and Rev. A. C. Guelker, of Min-
den, secretary. I he committee on resolutions, composed of 
Rev. P. Matuschka, of Plymouth, and President Jesse, of the 
Lutheran Seminary, Seward, introduced the following resolu
tions, which were unanimously adopted: — 

"WHEREAS, Our country is engaged in a war upon whose 
outcome hinge the hopes of every lover of human liberty; and 

•'WHEREAS, Our country's need demands every citizen's 
individual loyalty as well as his cooperation in the defense of 
the common cause, and his readiness to sacrifice his treasure 
and his life in his nation's defense; and 

'WHEREAS, All discord and all rumors of discord among 
our citizens can but dishearten our leaders in the war and 
encourage the enemy; therefore, be it 

"Resolved, I hat we, the Southern Pastoral Conference of 
the Nebraska District of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
Missouri,. Ohio, and Other States, assembled at Tobias, Nebr., 
send greetings to the President of the United States, pledging 
our unwavering support of every effort in the vigorous pursuit 
of the war until victory shall be perched upon our banners; 
and be it further 

"Resolved, That we send to the Governor of the State of 
Nebraska our greetings and the assurance of our support in 
every effort to unite the citizens of this commonwealth in 
a harmonious response to every demand of the National Gov
ernment for service necessary for the successful prosecution 
of the war; and be it also 

"Resolved, That we heartily commend our pastors, teachers, 
and the members of our churches for their individual and 
united efforts in the past, and for their sacrifices in men and 
money - a record which justly fills our hearts with feelings of 
patriotic satisfaction; and that we urge and beseech them to 
continue in every patriotic endeavor until the war is brought 
to a successful conclusion; and be it further 

"Resolved, That we urge upon all our fellow-citizens, re
gardless of descent or faith, the necessity of promoting har
mony and a feeling of mutual confidence to the end that, as 
a united people, we may concentrate all our fighting strength 
against our common foe for the perpetuation of our American 
liberties; and be it finally 

"Resolved, That the text of these resolutions be trans
mitted to the President of the United States and to the Gov
ernor of the State of Nebraska, and that a copy be given to 
the public press." 

Nevada Letter. 
In Trinity Congregation, Gardnerville, there have been con

firmed since its organization 201 catechumens. The first were 
confirmed twenty-two years ago. About 160 of these were pres
ent at a reunion recently held, at which Rev. Menzel, the pastor 
of the church, took for his text Rev. 3, 20: "Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock." 
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Trinity now has two active Ladies' Aid Societies, one com
posed mainly of the American-speaking and younger part of 
the congregation and the other of the German division of the 
church. It has also just organized a Youjag People's Society, 
with a charter membership of nearly 50. Besides the regular 
church-work, all three societies are actively engaged in Bed 
Cross war-work activities.' The Third Liberty Loan drive in
stituted by this congregation resulted in bringing in in a single 
evening $10,000 in subscriptions. To this more has since been 
added. 

St. Luke's Young People's Society of Beno has its Service 
Flag with three stars in position and its honor roll; indeed, 
they have been in their proper place since some three months 
ago. This congregation, with 11 voting members, has sub
scribed and taken $3,000 worth of Third Liberty Loan Bonds. 

ltev. W. E. Menzel, heretofore located in Winnemucca, has 
moved to Fallon, as the work in the latter place has assumed 
such a nature, especially with regard to the children and young 
people, as to make the change not only advisable, but imperative. 
Winnemucca will not lose any of its services, and will be taken 
care of practically as well as if the pastorate were to continue 
here. The biweekly services have been changed to the extent 
that one is now held in the American and one in the German 
language. No doubt, a complete change to the former will 
shortly be made. , » 

On April 28th the Fallon Lutheran Church was dedicated 
with appropriate ceremonies. The services here are entirely in 
the vernacular. The three officiating pastors were Bevs. Walde-
mar E. Menzel, Frederick II. Menzel, and F. E. Martens. About 
40 fellow-Lutherans of/this vicinity were present. The texts at 
this Fallon festival service were 2 Chron. 34,29—32, with the 
theme: "May the Dedication of Your Building to the Service 
of the Lord be Acceptable to Jehovah," and Ps. 42, 2—5, on the 
basis of which it was shown why Fallon has every reason to 
rejoice that a Lutheran church is now located in its midst. 
Any one who Avishek details concerning the dedication of this 
church can have same by applying to one of the Nevada pas
tors for a copy of the May Nevada Lutheran, our Nevada 
parish paper. CORR. 

Patriotic Deaf-Mutes. 
St. Louis, Mo., April 28, 1918. 

Hail lag. 

Pro-Lodge Bill Buried in Committee. 
Soine time ago we requested our readers to protest against the 

passage of a bill in Congress which would have made the sale of 
"alleged" secret society rituals a misdemeanor. The following let
ter addressed to one of our pastors is now of interest. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington. 

Rev. G. D. Hamm, < March 21, 1918. 
723 Eighth St., 

Quincy, Illinois. 

MY DEAR REV. IIAMM : — Immediately upon receipt of your let
ter of the 12th inst., I secured a copy of If. R. 5712, referred to in 
your letter, and I am herewith enclosing a copy 'of same, which you, 
no doubt, have seen before. I have read the bill over very carefully, 
and to my niind at the present time, without any further, enlighten
ment, it seems like a piece of foolish legislation. I do not believe 
the bill has any strength, and I have never heard anybody here 
mention a word in its favor. It is resting quietly in committee, and 
I presume will stay there with thousands of others, during the re
mainder of time. 

With kind regards I am, 
Very truly yours, 

EDWARD ,T. KINO, 
15th Dist. Illinois. 

Mr. Frank R. Wilson, 
Director of Publicity, 

Washington, I). C. 
DEAR SIR: —Referring to your request to all churches; etc., that 

they engage in the campaign for the Third Liberty Loan, and rcpoH 
results at end of campaign, I beg leave to state that in my capacity 
as traveling missionary to the deaf, having no organized congrega
tion, I could not comply with your request as fully as it deserves. 

I am a member of the Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and 
Other States, appointed to preach the Gospel by means of the sign-
language to the deaf in St. Louis and other cities, and on every Sun
day, of this month I reminded the deaf that attended my services of 
the debt of gratitude which we as Christian citizens owe our Govern
ment, and of our duties to the same, and urged them to give the 
Government their whole-hearted support by buying at least one bond 
of the Third Liberty Loan. I know that all who were able to do so 
have complied with my request, but, owing to the fact that, with 
one exception, they all placed their subscriptions with the commit
tees appointed by the Lutheran congregations to which their hearing 
relatives belong, I am unable to report definitely to you how much 
they subscribed. The one exception referred to above is a deaf-mute 
in Indianapolis, Ind., who, after my address on April 7th, promised 
to subscribe for one bond if I would take his subscription, which I 
readily agreed to do. Last week he sent me the full amount, $50, 
and I subscribed for him here on Liberty Day. 

Upon inquiry in my services to-day in St. Louis and St. Charles, 
'Mo., I found three deaf-mutes who subscribed $350 to the Third Lib
erty Loan. 

Assuring you of my further cooperation in this worthy cause, 
I remain, 

Respectfully yours, 
(Signed.) C. SCHUBICEGEL, 

4536 Labadie Ave. 

Rev. Schubkegel received the following reply from the Depart
ment: — 

"May 3, 1918. 
"Permit me to assure you that your so patriotic and effective 

service in connection with the Third Liberty Loan is most highly 
appreciated. 

"The uniqueness of your activity has so impressed us that we 
have given same nation-wide publicity. (See marked copy of press-
matter released through press associations to all newspapers of the 
United States.)" 

Lutheran Oath of Allegiance Disavowed. 
Some weeks ago we reported a statement by the member of 

a Kansas local Council of Defense to the effect that every Lutheran 
minister in this country must swear allegiance to the German Em
peror. Rev. A. C. Frank, of Holyrood, together with three of his 
members, called on the author of this statement. They were armed 
with Lutheraner (issue of April 23), LUTHERAN WITNESS, Lutheran 
Hynmal for Our Boys under the Flag, and other documents, and 
later received from him the following manly and honorable state
ment, which was given to the public through the local papers after 
a Methodist preacher had made some remarks which called for cor
rection : — 

Wilson, Kans., May 13, 1918. 
MY DEAR REV. FRANK: —Your letter of the 9th inst. received. 

In reply will ask your pardon for not replying sooner, but I have 
been as busy as a man drawing a salary. 

I haven't had time to thoroughly go over the "documents you 
left me, but from what I read and the conversation I had with you 
and Rev. Galire of this place, I do not see where your Church here 
in this country is in any way connected with the Kaiser's Lu
theran [?] Church of Europe. At any rate, the people belonging 
to your Church that I am acquainted with have shown their loyalty 
in every campaign for the Red Cross, Liberty Loan, Y. M. C. A., and 
War Camp community work, and our county report certainly shows 
up well of your organizations. Will also state that your community 
were among the first to promptly obey the summons for excess flour, 
and that goes to show that patriotism is in your midst. A lot of 
stories are exaggerated, and by the time they reach headquarters 
they are made to resemble mountains. 

As near as I can learn, I do not think it was the intention of 
the first print of the Kaiser's oath to attach it to all Lutheran 
churches, and it is generally understood now that that oath that 
was published pertained to the Church of the Kaiser, and not the 
Lutheran Church that we have here in this country. 

The. Lutheraner publication, printed in both German and Eng
lish, is good, and should satisfy the most skeptical. The LUTHERAN 
WITNESS appears to be a loyal paper, and from what I have read, 
they are simply giving items of news and not criticising any de
partment. 

Thanking you for the pleasant visit, and wishing you to call 
again, Very truly yours, 

C. L. DANNER. 
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Evansville (Ind.) Churches Act. 

Trinity Lutheran Church of Evansville May 5th unanimously 
passed the resolution to discontinue the use of the German language 
in all church-services and in its school, considering this step to be 
for the best interests of our church and country at the present time. 
Local conditions lately shaped themselves So that it was imperative 
to take this step. All Protestant churches of this city which have 
heretofore used the German language in their services have now 
taken this step. Coincident with our action .yesterday, St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church, also of our Synod, and Jmmanuel, of the Ohio 
Synod, took the same step. W. G. POLAOK. 

(THE ULUTUHITER. 
Funeral Sermons by Lutheran Divines. Collected and edited by 

Rev. L. II. Schuh, Ph. D. Lutheran Book Concern, Colum
bus, 0. 1918. 93 + 60 + 133 + 147 pages, 5x7 Ya- Price, 
$1.50. 

The contributors to this volume are mainly Ohio Synod men — 
Dr. Lenski, Prof. Golules, Dr. Schuh, Rev. Tresscl, Rev. liar ley, and 
others. The Norwegians are represented by Dr. Kildahl, Rev. Sol-
berg, and Rev. Rygh, the General Synod by Rev. Gongoware, Prof. 
Bauslin, and Rev. S. P. Long. , 

There are four parts, arranged topically. Part I contains four
teen sermons at children's funerals; Part II, eight addresses at the 
bier of youthful Christians; Parts III and IV, funeral addresses for 
the adult and aged. A useful feature of the book is the stating of 
the occasion in the index to each part — as, For an unbaptized child; 
For an only child; At the death of a college student; For a young 
woman who had musical talent and consecrated it to God's service; 
For a young married woman; For a worldly-minded man who re
pented on his death-bed; Accidental death of husband and father; 
For a suicide; For a woman who died at the wash-tub; For a highly 
gifted and educated man. We have selected titles which display the 
variety of special sermons contained in the volume. By far the 
greater number of these addresses, naturally, are such as Lutheran 
preachers ordinarily preach at funerals of parishioners, based on 
Scripture-words of solace, and breathing the sympathy of Christian 
pastors with their stricken members. The language of such ser
mons as the reviewer read in extenso is of a high standard, chaste, 
dignified, churphly. Our pastors will, of course, use this, as all other 
collections of sermons, with proper discrimination. They will not 
find much that will call for marginal question marks, if our supposi
tion is correct that certain theological speculations regarding man's 

1 cooperation in his conversion will disappear in conspectu mortis. 
There nothing comforts except the unadulterated Gospel. G. 

Church, State, and Drink Traffic. With an Appendix: Drink 
Traffic in Foreign Mission Fields. • From the view-point of 
Scripture and good citizenship. By E.Cronenwett, A. M., D.D., 
Butler, Pa. Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, 0. 1917. 
64 pages, 544X7%'- Price, 20 cts., postpaid. 

A discussion of the prohibition question from the Lutheran 
point of view. While a proper distinction between use and abuse 
of alcoholic liquor is made, the abolition of the saloon is advocated 
on moral and economic grounds. A separate chapter deals with the 
harrowing results of the rum-trade in heathen lands. G. 

HUSRRUATTWUTH. 
Installations. 

Installed under authorization of the respective District 
President: — 

On 5th Sunday after Easter: The Rev. 0» G. Jagels in the con
gregation near Waterville, Kans., by Pastor II. F. C. Ch. Grupe. — 
The Rev. W. J. Wiltenhurg in the congregation at Brockport, N. Y., 
by Pastor C. Belmkc. 

On Sunday after Ascension: The Rev. L. Nauss in the congre
gations at Mora and Brookpark, Minn., by Pastor E. A. Nauss. — 
The Itev. I'l. F. Engelbcrt in St. Martin's Church, Baltimore, Mdj, 
bv Pastor F, Engelbert. — The Rev. Ohr. Kuehn in the congregation 

' at Bowie, Md., by Pastor L. Rochm. 
On Pentecost Sunday: The Rev. W. Pott in Cross Church, Lake 

Creek, Mo., by Pastor K. Niermann. — The Rev. J. A. Wagner in 
Trinity Church, Packwaukee, Wis., by Pastor Th. G. Gohlke. 

Installed as Teacher of Parochial School: — 
On Sunday after Ascension: Teacher G. F. Wynelcen as teacher 

of the school of Trinity Church, Merritt Tp., Mich., by Pastor Ernest 
j Walther. f 

Corner-Stone Laying. 
On Pentecost Sunday, St. Paul's Church, Roohcllc, 111. (the Rev, 

G. J. Starck, pastor), laid the corner-stone of a new church. 

Dedications. 
. Churches. — On 4th Sunday after Easter: The new church of 

the congregation at Fallon, Nov. (the Rev. W. E. Menzel, pastor). 
— On 5th Sunday after Easter: St. Matthew's Church, Napoleon, 
N. Dak. (the Rev. M. W. Riedtil, pastor). 

Anniversaries. 
On 4th Sunday after Easter, Immahuel Church, Tonawandu, 

N. Y. (the Rev. C. A. Frankenstein, pastor), the 50th. — Zion Church, 
Prairie City, Mo. (the Rev. C. Hafner, pastor), the 50th. 

Pastoral Conference. 
The Quincy-Illinois Valley Pastoral Conference will meet, D. v., 

July 9 to 11 in Beardstown, 111. (the Rev. W. II. Dierker, pastor). 
Subjects have been assigned to all members. Confessional address: 
Rev. H, Frey (Rev. II. Rabe). Sermon: Rev. C. Rehahn (Rev. W. 
Martens). Prompt announcement requested. A.C.COOK, Secy. 

Result of Election. 
Rev. E. J. FHedrich has been elected to the Directorate of Con

cordia College, Conover, N. C. 0. W. H. LINDEMEYER, 
Secretary Hoard of Electors. 

The English District of Our Synod 
will convene, D. v., from June 27th tp July 1st in Redeemer Church, 
Chicago, 111. Opening service with Holy Communion on Thursday 
morning at 10 o'clock. Delegates and visitors will please announce 
their coming not later than June 15th, addressing the undersigned. 
Also state whether lodging quarters or only noon luncheon is do-
sired. G. SCIIUESSLER, 

6040 Princeton Ave., Chicago, 111. 
The convention of the English District will be held in the Church 

of the Redeemer, Chicago, 111., the Rev. G. Schuessler, pastor, from 
Thursday, June 27, to July 1, inclusive. The opening services, at 
which Holy Communion will be administered, will begin at 10 A. M. 
Owing to the present war conditions the place of convention has 
been changed from Sheboygan, Wis., to Chicago. This being a con
vention held at a most critical point in the history of our Synod, 
every congregation of our Synod should be represented by both 
pastor and lay-delegate. All delegates are requested to hand their 
credentials, properly signed, to the Secretary immediately at the 
close of the service. 

The Preliminary Committee, consisting of the officers of the 
Synod and the visitors of the respective conference districts of the 
English District, also the Committee on the President's Report and 
the Committee on Applications, will meet on Wednesday, June 26, 
10 A. M., at the Church of the Redeemer. 

J. A. DETZER, 
President of the English District. 

President J. A. Detzer has appointed the undersigned to serve 
as mileage agent for the coming convention in Chicago. All pastors 
requiring aid from the Mileage Fund will please make applications 
at once. H. C. STEINIIOFF, 

1840 Cuyler Ave., Chicago, 111. 

Appeal to the Brethren. 
The Tri-Cities (Rock Island, Moline, Davenport) and their sub

urbs are a special center of activities during the war. Uncle Sam 
has bis largest arsenal here, and, besides this, there are many fac
tories here turning out war-materials. Thousands have come here 
to find paying employment. Furthermore, there are always hun
dreds of "Boys under the Flag" temporarily transferred from the 
various contonments to our arsenal for especial training. It stands 
to reason that among these thousands there are always also some 
of our brethren, for by chance we often find some. But we would 
like to get them all, and care for their'spiritual welfare during their 
stay in our community. The brethren would, therefore, do us a great 
favor, as well as materially aid the cause of the Lord's kingdom, by 
sending us the names and addresses of the Lutherans who come here, 
cither temporarily or permanently. In the name of the ministers 
in the Tri-Cities I would ask them to kindly inform us immediately. 
Rev. O. II. Horn, 519 Myrtle St., Davenport, Iowa, takes care of those 
who come to that city; Rev. 0. C. Geisler, 628 Belle Ave., Davenport, 
Iowa, is in charge of East Davenport and Bettendorf; Rev. E. Geske, 
East Moline, 111., has his field in East Moline and Silvis. The under
signed is the one to whom all addresses in the United States Arsenal 
in Rock Island and Moline ought to be sent. 

REV. PJI. WIL'HELM, 
1923 Fifth Ave., Rook Island, 111. 
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Treasurers' Reports. 
ENGLISH DISTRICT. 

(From May 20 to 31, 1918.) 

\ I i sa io  i  T rea su ry .  
Through ltev. L. M. Wagner, Cascade, Mo., from Zion Congrega

tion, $15.00; Rev. L. M. Warner, 1.00; Mrs. L. M. Wagner, 2.50. 
Mrs. E. II. \loser, Gravelton, Mo., 5.00. J. Zittel, llullalo, X. V., 
Treas. Calvary Church, 100.00. H. Melcher, Cincinnati, O., Treaa. 
Church of Our Savior, 9.75. Emil II Hartmann, St. Louis, Mo., 
Treaa. Pilgrim Church Sunday-school, 18.09. Miss Ida Bruns, De
t ro i t ,  Mich . ,  T r ea s .  •Redeeme r  Chu rch  Sunda y  schoo l ,  17 .38 .  — To ta l ,  
$169.32. — Southeastern District: P. II. Baker, Conover, X. C., TTSUi 
Concordia Congregation, $21.00. 

S ynod i ca l  T rea sv ry .  
Rev. G. Schuessler, Chicago, 111., Redeemer Church, $20.00. 

E. J. Zittel, Buffalo, N. V., Treas. Calvary Church, 25.00. P. H. 
Bake r ,  Conove r ,  X .  C . ,  T r e a s .  Conco rd i a  Chu rch ,  29 .28 .  —  To ta l ,  
$74.28. 

S yn o d i ca l  Bu i l d ing  Fund .  
E. J. Zittel, Buffalo, X. Y\, Treas. Calvary Church, $25.00. 

P .  11 .  Bake r ,  Conove r ,  X .  C . ,  T r ea s .  Conco rd i a  Chu rch ,  3 . 00 .— To ta l ,  
$28.00. 

M i s ce l l a n eo u s .  
For Church Extension Fund: Through Rev. I.. M. Wagner, Cas-

cade, Mo., from Zion Church, $5.00; Rev. I.. M. W agner, 1.00; Mrs. 
L. M. Wagner, 2.50; Miss Vera Moser, Gravelton, Mo., 5.00. Rev. 
G. Schuessler, Chicago, 111., Redeemer Church, tor Student W. Horn-
burg, 20.00. Rev. Th. Walz, Hannibal. Mo., St. John's Church, for 
Negro Mission, 10.98. E. J. Zittel, Buffalo, X. V., Treas. Calvary 
Church, for Ministerial Education Fund, 25.00; for Concordia Col
lege, St. Paul, 10.00; for Board of Support, 50.00; for South Amer 
tea Mission, 40.00; for India Mission, 35.00; for China Mission, 
25.00; for Negro Mission, 25.00; for Buffalo City Mission, 85.00; 
for Buffalo Mission Society, 25.00; for Army and Navy Board, 
600.00. Rev. Geo. E. Mennen, Conover, X. C\, for Army and Navy 
Board, from St. John's Congregation, 26.65; from Bethel Congrega
tion, o.02. E. W. School, Chicago, 111., Treas. Christ Church, 150.00. 
W. P. W'egner, Milwaukee, Wis., for Army and Navy Board, from 
Mount Olive Church, 182.39; from Ladies' Aid Society, 117.61. 
W. G. Toepel, Detroit, Mich., V.-P. Iroquois Ave. Christ Church, for 
Deaf-and-dumb Institute, North Detroit, 103.25. Emil II Hart
mann, St. Louis, Mo., Treas. Pilgrim Church Sunday-school, for In
dian Mission, 10.00. Prof. Mart. II. Coyner, Conover, X. C., Conover 
Local Conference, for Conference Fund of Support, 3.50. P. H. 
Baker, Conover, N. C., Treas. Concordia Congregation, for Church 
Extension Fund, Southeastern District, 6.00; for General Home 
Mission, 6.00; for Indigent Students, Conover, 6.00; for Army and 
Navy Board, 24.87 E. W. Halwe, St. Louis, Mo., Treaa. Pilgrim 
Church, for Army and Navy Board. 32.75. Rev. G. Schuessler, Chi
cago, 111., Redeemer Church, for Designated Student at Fort Wayne, 
2 2 .50 .  — To ta l ,  $1 ,611 .62 .  ED WA R D  I I .  ENGLER,  Tr e a s  ,  

5522 Waterman Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during April, 

1918: — 
Synodical Treasury, $250.49; Synodical Building Fund, 49.25; 

Missions. 4,932.30; Miscellaneous, 1.144.20. — Total, $6,376.24. 
O. II. RESTIX, Tr e as .  

CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Central Illinois District during 

April, 1918: — 
Synodical Treasury, $706.22', Synodical Building Fund, 116.35; 

College Building in Springfield, 81.80; Mission Treasury, 226.07. 
Misce l l aneous ,  2 , 981 .00 .  — To ta l ,  $4 ,111 .44 .  E .  C .  BECK,  Treas  

EASTERN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during May, 

1918:— 
Synodical Treasury, $196.79; Synodical Building Fund, 24.48; 

Armv and Navy Board, 1,588.45; Missions, 984.13; Miscellaneous, 
626 .64 .  — To ta l ,  $3 ,420 .49 .  J .  P .  SCI IAFFER,  Ti t an .  

MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Michigan District during April, 

1918:— 
Synodical Treasury, $2,203.40; Synodical Building Fund, 208.84: 

Missions, 3,627.70; Miscellaneous, 1,636.53. — Total, $7,736.47. 
Received during May, 1918: — 
Synodical Treasury, $666.41; Synodical Building Fund, 234.34; 

Missions, 4,367.37; Miscellaneous. 1,726.60. — Total, $0,994.72. 
G. WENDT, Tr e as .  

XKBRASK \ DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during May 

1918: — 
Synodical Treasury, 8604.28; Synodical Building Fund, 212.68-

Mission Treasury, 4,567.63; Miscellaneous, 2,021.84. — Total. 
$8,006.43. A. ScilUEEKE, Treas. 

OREGON AND WASHINGTON DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury oi the Oregon and W ashington Di* 

trict during .March and April, 1918 
Synodical Treasury, $125.94; Synodical Building Fund, 37.90-

Mission Treasury, 323.18; Chaplains for Army and Navy, 268.31 • 
M i sce l l aneous ,  276 .58 .—  T o t a l ,  $1 ,031 .91 .  A .  K .  ENGEL,  T r e a s .  

SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Southern District during March 

and April, 1918: — 
Synodical Treasury, $21.86; Synodical Building Fund, 8.50: 

Mission Treasury. 131.03; Miscellaneous, 472.98. — total, $634.37. 
A. C REISIG, treas 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Southern Illinois District din

ing May, 1918: — 
Synodical Treasury, $270.80; Synodical Building Fund, 224.67; 

Missions. 603.66; Miscellaneous 94V27 -Total, $2,044.40. 
11. BKINKE, Treas. 

T h e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  Board f o r  Army a n d  Xavy, since May 15, 
191.8, lias received the following contributions: From young people 
of Zion Church, Bristol, Wis.. $11.15. A. M Missbach, 10.00. St.Pe 
tor's Congregation, Conover. X. 15.50. Through Rev. .Jeske, from 
Corporal Ilaberecht, 5.00; Sergeant A. Jordan, 1.00. Ev. Luth. 
Church at Bristol. Wis.. 5.00. Mrs. -I. Windier, 5.00. Bethany 
Church, Chicago, 111. 8th instalment. 3.17 Lutheran Center collec 
tion at Camp Sherman. 8.00. Friendship Congregation, through 
Rev. Kuegele, 3.25. FRED II. WOLFF, Treat. 

Change of Addresses. 
Rev. A. T. Bartling, 619 Greendnle Ave.. Hdgewood Broaah, 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Rev. W. C. Bekemeyer, Yuma, Colo. 
Rev. H. F. Brauer, It. 3. Spencer, Nebr. 
Rev. 0. ( Busse, Cam]) Pastor, e. n. Lutheran Center, Camp 

Sherman, (). 
Rev. P. F. Hockel, Base Hospital, Camp Upton, L. L, N. Y. 
Rev. H. E. Jacobs, Bennett. Colo. 
Rev. A. W. Kaiser, Souther, Sask., Can. 
Rev. II. W. Petersen, 532 Jamaica Ave., Long Island City, N.Y. 
Rev. A. Preisinger, It 1, Box 78, Glenview, 111. 
Rev. C. A. Romoser, Queens, L. L, X. Y. 
Itev. K. L. Rosenwinkel. 7 E Third St., Morris, Minn. 
Rev. G. Waack, R. 1, Mitia, S. Dak. 
Itev. J. Wagner, Packwaukee. Wis. 
Itev. I'. Walther, Vernon Center, Minn. 
Rev. W. J. Wiltenburg, ill state St., Brockport, X. Y. 
H. C. H. Griebel, 7240 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, St. Louis, Mo. 
II. MasehhofT, 78 Gale St., Aurora. 111. 
T. F Wunderlieh, 3613 X 10th St.. St. Louis, Mo. 

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
i> an official organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, 
Ohio, and Other States. It is published biweekly, and is edited by 
an Editorial Committee consisting of Prof. Th. Graebner and Rev. 
Martin S. Somnier. 
TERMS Oh  SL 'BSC  RI  I ' T I OX ,  $1.00 j.< r annum. In St. I^ouis. by 

mail or carrier, as well as in Canada and all other foreign 
coun t r i e s ,  $1 . 25 .  Payab l e  s t r i c t l y  i n  advance .  

ALL  ARTICLES  intended for publication in the paper should bead-
dressed to Rev. M. S. Sonuner, 2836 X.Grand Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

ALL  CHI  RCI I  SEWS ,  Announcements, Acknowledgments, Notices, 
also Books for Review, should be sent to Prof. Th. Graebner, 
3618 Texas Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

SEW SL 'BSCIU Pl  IOSS  rnav begin at any time. 
C'HASOE O F  A  1 ) 1 ) RES S  is secured by giving both the new and the 

old address, and tlmt one week before the change is desired. 
DfSCOXTIXUAXCES .  Subscribers wishing TIIE LUTHERAN WITNESS 

stopped must notify us of it and pay their debts, otherwise we 
shall consider it the r wish to have the paper continued. 

AY AC EXT  is desired in every town. Correspondence invited. 
ADDRESS  ALL  BE  S I X  ESS  MATTER to CONCORDIA PUBLISHING 

House, St. Louis, Mo. 
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